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By Diane Walsh
Contraception not a part of G8 maternal 

health program—say—the Conservatives. 
An astonishingly backward notion, indeed, 
but this is Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s 
starting-off point going in to the G8 summit, 
mouthed again as late as last week in the 
House of Commons, to the utter disgust of 
the Opposition.  

Our country prepares to host the summit, 
only weeks away.  A chilly political climate for 
the Summit it is—thanks to our prime minis-
ter, his mealy minister cohorts and their wilful 
interference with rational thinking. Hence, 
the ongoing struggle for a woman’s right 
to control her own body and her own fate; 
played out in Harper’s personal war—exem-
plified by him—forcing us to have Canada, 
represented as, and supposedly agreeing; 
to removing abortion funding resources, in 
any initiative that’s to be put forth at the G8. 
(Don’t think he’s stopped there.  Planned 
Parenthood and 11 women’s NGOs have 
had their funding cut.)

Embarrassment—that’s the general 

has not missed an opportunity to talk about 
preventing women in developing countries 
from having access to the same abortion 
rights as Canadian women do: a bit rich 
given that Mr. Harper will never have to 
personally make such a decision.” 

Martin echoes the opinion on the ground 
and says our PM is missing the mark on 
this one, “What Harper is doing is incredibly 
regressive. Mystified, the other G8 leaders 
are scratching their heads: Why is Canada 
doing this?” 

At the 2010 Paediatric Academic So-
cieties’ Annual Meeting, which is the larg-
est gathering of paediatric researchers, 
audience response was shock-horror, said 
Martin, adding, “They can’t believe where 
Canada is going.” He, himself, is adamant 
that “Harper is off-track.  He’s putting 
Canada in a corner.” 

And, Martin adds, “He is off-side with the 
other G8 leaders.”  Other member states’ 
support is with US Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton’s unequivocal position—that, abor-
tion funding must be part of any initiative 
serving women’s complete health needs, in 
an international, humanitarian-aid assisted-
community context.  

What Clinton said, needed to be said. 
“She made a brave move,” Martin applauds 
her. 

It’s clear—one law for Canadian women 
and another law for recipients of humanitar-
ian assistance; in Harper’s mind; women 
who can be forced to become mothers, 
should be.   If the Canadian Conservatives’ 
position isn’t deliberately racist, at the very 
least it exposes people who are marginal-
ized by race to mortal dangers which could 
easily be alleviated, preventing their deaths 
from unsafe abortion and pregnancy com-
plications.  

But Martin wants to take the conversa-
tion one step further—outlining specifically 
how primary healthcare to the disenfran-
chised should be made available through 
structures that already exist. These struc-
tures can be used to “sustainably provide 
access to the medical care that will reduce 
the unconscionable loss of life that oc-
curs from entirely preventable or treatable 
causes in the developing world”, if only 
political will is exercised for real action this 
time at the June 25 and 26 summit.  

It would look like this (according to him): 
A partnership between G8 nations and the 
World Food Program (WFP).  

“Those who live in these regions of acute 
and chronic food insecurity also suffer from 
some of the highest rates of mortality and 
morbidity from the world’s major killers: 
diarrhea, pneumonia, malaria, tuberculosis, 
HIV/AIDS, and of course malnutrition. The 
reason for this is that a profound lack of 
access to basic medical care often goes 
hand in hand with areas that have poor food 
production.” 

“The WFP has feeding centres that de-
liver food in these remote regions, and have 
the logistical systems to support these cen-
tres.  Its logistical systems already used to 
transport foodstuffs to these hard-to-reach 
places could also be used to deliver the 
medications, diagnostics, power generators, 

micronutrients, health care workers, well-
drilling and sanitation equipment, and family 
planning needs to the clinics,” he continues.

Centres are “usually in areas that are 

Minister Harper, here is a plan of action; here 
is what you do.

 “The combination of a scientifically-
based plan of action, defined responsibili-
ties, a new Global Fund, and a mechanism 
to implement this plan through the WFP will 
enable us to dramatically reduce the horrific 
loss of 344,000 pregnant women and nine 
million children who die every year from pre-
ventable or treatable causes,” says Martin.

“Do it and save lives. Stop playing cheap 
political games driven by your ideology to 
create favour with your base and gain power.  
Do the right thing.  Save lives and implement 
the plan you have. We know what we know. 
We know the problem; we know what we 
need to do. The funding mechanism is the 
Global Fund and the way to implement, in 
part, is to partner with the World Food Pro-
gram and use their feeding centres.”

The Global Fund to which he refers is 
The Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis 
and Malaria (GFATM),  established in Janu-
ary 2002 and currently the top international 
funder for programs to fight pandemics. The 
decision to create The Global Fund, in the 
first place, was taken by heads of state at the 
2001 G8 Summit, in Genoa, Italy.

Each G8 nation could sign up for tasks—
this is Martin’s concept.  For example, “Can-
ada could take the lead in micronutrients 
and access to water and sanitation; the US 
could train health care workers.  The French 
could lead on the sometimes divisive issue 
of providing family planning and access to 
safe abortions.” Re: the hot potato, abortion, 
he says “The French could do it.  We’ll see.”  

Let’s hope he’s right.  Price tag: approxi-

Concerns surface over Canada’s political face to the world
“Prime Minister Harper: a boil on Canada’s skin”

CANADA hosts the G8 Summit this 
month, at Muskoka, Ontario

What exactly is the G8?
The Group of Eight (or G8) refers 

to an economic forum that includes 
those member states sharing fluid 
but common political allyship. The G6 
comprising of France, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, the United Kingdom, and the 
US was spearheaded by France in 
1975. Canada by 1976 was added to 
the mix, creating G7 and with Rus-
sia added in 1997, it becomes G8. 
Although the European Union (EU) is 
represented within the G8 it cannot 
host nor can it chair the summit that 
occurs once a year. 

When the term, G8, is used, it 
refers to the group of member states 
or to the summit meeting.

sentiment, says one spokesperson from 
the field:

“Around the world people ask develop-
ment workers from Canada, ‘What has hap-
pened to Canada?’.  Our Canadian program 
is suffering under the Harper government. 
In the development world, we used to be 
leaders in areas such as gender equality but 
we have been reduced to laughingstocks in 
some instances.” 

Keith Martin, Liberal Member of Parlia-
ment for Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca, is not 
taking any of this lightly.  He’s a physician 
and a key mover behind The Maternal and 
Child Health Initiative to be discussed at the 
summit, and chaired the drafting commit-
tees at the 2008 and 2009 G8 International 
Parliamentarian’s Conferences in Tokyo and 
Rome where a comprehensive plan of ac-
tion to reduce maternal and infant mortality 
was introduced. 

In a recent interview, he points out, 
“Prime Minister Harper has said he wants 
to adopt non-controversial measures, but 

in very poor health outcomes”—so with 
the goal to develop them as primary health 
care units, lives could be saved. “Such a 
partnership announced at the Summit would 
provide focus and a concrete mechanism 
to actually get medical care on the ground 
where it is needed.” 

The very concept that Martin’s been 
pushing all along is finally beginning to gain 
traction. “A good idea that would work well,” 
says a consultant in the field. 

The World Food Program (WFP) is an 
arm of the United Nations, with a mandate 
to feed the needy in poverty/war-stricken 
areas around the world.  It claims to have 
served 90 million people in 73 countries over 
the last year. 

Martin has been in touch with officials at 
WFP—and according to him—they’re game 
for it: “[WFP] find it an exciting option,” he 
says. That is, this partnership idea with the 
G8.  “They [WFP] are willing to partner; to 
sit down with the G8 leaders and make it 
happen. They say G8 leaders have to take 
the lead.  Decide on how they are going to 
operationalize it.”

 “Seems the G8 should already be work-
ing in partnership with WFP and it certainly 
doesn’t speak well of those governments if 
they’re not,” say members of the Canadian 
public.  

So what’s to be done? Getting brains 
and bronze to build momentum, raise 
awareness, get activists to be pro-active 
not combative, to encourage negotiation for 
a unified comprehensive health policy with 
the sanction of all  G8 leaders invested in 
outcomes—and for this to happen right at 
the June summit.   

According to Martin, the Canadian gov-
ernment has “yet to articulate any plan to 
reduce maternal mortality and morbidity”. 
So he’s had to step in and say something, 
to try to get something moving forward. The 
way to make it happen is for there to be a 
hue and cry in the public to say to Prime 

MP Keith Martin

Who’s who at the G8?

Canada: Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper (2010 G8 president/host of this 
year’s forum);
Russia: President Dmitry Medvedev;
United Kingdom: (England, Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland) Prme Minis-
ter David Cameron;
US: President Barack Obama;
European Union: President José 
Manuel Barroso; 
France: President Nicolas Sarkozy;
Germany: Chancellor Angel Merkel;
Italy: Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi;
Japan: Prime Minister Yukio Hatoya-
ma.

mately $15-billion over the next five years. 
The central unifying theme is joining 

hands to reduce preventable causes of 
death. Everyone has the right to security of 
person. Harper is a dinosaur when it comes 
to women’s rights.  “No need to reinvent 
the wheel” says  Martin. There is a solution 
right in front of the G8 leaders.  Let’s hope 
they take it. 

The only thing Harper responds to is poll 
numbers plummeting. Standing up against 
ideological dogma that flies in the face of 
the separation of church and state is a key 

     Please turn to Canada’s face, page 2
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Canadian value.  Pressure needs to be ap-
plied publicly to Harper.  Let’s hope it’s an 
Obama value during the G8.  Hillary—where 
are you now? 

Postscript:  
MP Keith Martin informs us, as well, that 

one thing Harper hasn’t let out of the bag is 
that he actually signed on to the maternal 
and child health initiative at the last G8 sum-
mit in Rome, in 2009…with it including abor-
tion funding.  At the last minute, it seems 
(preventing Opposition MP’s from getting 
their Motions heard in time in the House of 
Commons because of backlog and politi-
cal wrangling by Conservatives halting any 
discussion about abortion), Harper is said 
to have made an about-face, as of January 
2010 confirming his position to refuse to 
include financing for abortion.

This is “financing for abortion to prevent 
deaths from unsafe abortion and pregnancy 
complications”, points out  Martin, who still 
has his Global Fund parliamentary motion in 
the works. But who’s to say it will be heard in 
time before the Summit? It will come down 
the public insisting this issue be dealt with 
head on in Parliament before the start of 
the meeting.

Canada’s political face
continued from page 1

VICTORIA – The Access Health Centre 
celebrated its restored heritage building May 
20 with the mounting of a bronze plaque on 
713 Johnson Street outlining the building’s 
history. Hallmark Society’s administrative 
director Helen Edwards presented the build-
ing’s owners, AIDS Vancouver Island and 
Victoria Cool Aid Society, with an Award of 
Merit for the building’s heritage restoration. 

“The Hallmark Society was impressed 
not only by the quality of the heritage res-
toration,” said Helen Edwards, “but also 
because it was completed by non-profit 
partners actively engaged in improving the 
downtown core.” The project was managed 
by CitySpaces Consulting.

“We are proud to have restored the 
deteriorated and underutilized building that 
formerly housed the bingo hall downtown,” 
said Andrea Langlois, AIDS Vancouver Is-
land’s manager of communications. “Even 
more exciting is the fact that we are able to 
deliver better health and social services to 
many more low-income clients than in our 
previous cramped quarters.”

$4.4 million of the $5.3 million cost for the 
heritage restoration and reconstruction has 
been paid for by the partners, foundations, 
government, businesses and caring individu-
als. “We are still searching for a million-dollar 
donor to finish paying for the capital costs 
and help us establish a small building endow-
ment,” said Irene Haigh-Gidora, manager 
of community health services for Cool Aid. 
“If desired, a building naming opportunity is 
available.”

Donations to help support the Access 
Health Centre’s reconstruction can be 
sent c/o Victoria Cool Aid Society, 102-749 
Pandora Avenue, Victoria BC, V8W 1N9, 

250-383-1977 or made online at www.Ac-
cessHealthCentre.ca/donate.

The Access Health Centre is a one-stop 
health and social services building down-
town serving over 6,000 people struggling 
with homelessness, addictions and mental 
health issues.  Access is a joint project 
of the Victoria Cool Aid Society and AIDS 
Vancouver Island, and cost $5.3 million 
to reconstruct the heritage building at 713 
Johnson Street. Services at the Access 
Health Centre include counselling, educa-
tion and harm reduction, mental health, 
dental, pharmaceutical and primary health 
care for people who are homeless, poor 

Access Health Centre celebrates history and 
heritage with Award of Merit

and vulnerable. 
The Cool Aid Community Health Clinic 

is located on the first floor, the Cool Aid 
Dental Clinic on the second floor, and AIDS 
Vancouver Island’s prevention, support, 
education and administrative services is 
on the third floor. Counsellors from Victoria 
Native Friendship Centre also operate out of 
the second floor and VIHA Mental Health & 
Addictions will be moving additional comple-
mentary services to the second floor in the 
coming months. 

For more information please visit www.Ac-
cessHealthCentre.ca.

Built in Victoria in 1908 as a carriage 
factory for William James Mable, this three 
storey Edwardian commercial vernacular 
structure features a finely detailed facade 
with shallow arched double hung windows 
and a projecting horizontal cornice.

It complements the other historic car-
riage works, William Grimm’s carriage 
factory, down the street. It is part of an im-
portant grouping of heritage buildings along 
Johnson Street. It shares a cornice line with 
the 1912 Scott Block to the west, designed 
by L. W. Hargreaves and built for Robert 
Scott, a local landowner and developer.

This brick building designed by archi-
tects Thomas Hooper and C. E. Watkins, 
replaced an earlier wooden structure that 
had been built on the same site in 1885. 
Early painted signage is still visible on the 
east facade as are the chimneys.

Comparison of 713 Johnson Street in the 
1880s with the 1950s

Heritage value is found in the building’s 
siting as part of a grouping of heritage 
buildings of a similar type and vintage. It 
represents the growth of Victoria during the 
Edwardian period when wooden structures 
were replaced with brick, reflecting the 
economic health and growth at that time. 

The building is indicative of the move 
of Victoria from a late 19th century trading 
post to a 20th century city. As is customary 
in Edwardian commercial structures, the 

The original Access Building at 713 Johnson Street
building is set right to the lot lines with no 
setbacks. 

By the mid-1920s, William Mable 
changed the name of his firm to “Mable’s 
Carriage and Auto Works” reflecting the 
growth of the use of the automobile in the 
early twentieth century. By 1929, there is no 
mention of carriages in his advertisement in 
the City directory. He has moved with the 
times to make his business viable.

William J. Mable
Auto repairing Body building
Painting Wheels
Tops Trimming
Auto Springs
After William died on March 3, 1938, his 

widow, Loma sold the property to Martin and 
Helen Boas who rented the upper storeys 
to trade unions and other small enterprises 
with the name Boas Block. 

Among the tenants were Victoria La-
bour Council, International Woodworkers, 
Machines Fitters and Helpers, S J Mott 
Upholsterer, James Bay Transfer, and Plan 
A Home Drafting Co. The main floor was the 
home of Hub Furniture Company, dealers in 
new and used furniture. 

By the mid-1950s the furniture company 
was being run by Benjamin Louis, although 
the focus had now shifted to “second hand 
goods.” In 1974, Benjamin retired and sold 
his business to David Robinson who made 
a shift in retailing to antiques and moved his 
business to Fort Street shortly thereafter. 

713 Johnson then became the home of the 
Salvation Army Thrift Shop. 

By the early 1990s, the building had a 
new tenant, the 711 Bingo and Snack Bar. 

Hub Furniture Company, March 13, 
1978, source Hallmark Society archive 711 

Bingo, April 22, 1991, source Hallmark 
Society Archives

 
The Mable family

William James Mable was born in 
Thorvold, Ontario on November 23, 1858, 
the son of William and Johanna Mable. 
By the mid-1880s, William was in Victoria, 
constructing a wooden carriage factory. 
On March 25, 1891, he married Loma Ella 
Weldon, born on September 29, 1868 in St. 
John, New Brunswick to Loma Ella Sewell 
and Wilson Weldon. The family lived at 223 
Russell Street in Victoria West, just down 
from Esquimalt Road

The couple had four children: Pearl 
Ethel, born May 24, 1892; Arthur William, 
born January 4, 1896; Loma Sewell, born 
November 15, 1900; and Marion Edith, born 
July 1907. 

William worked at his business until 
he died on Mar 8, 1938; Loma moved in 
with her daughter Pearl’s family at 1301 
Rockland Avenue, then to the Oak Lodge 
Private Hospital in Saanich where she died 
on June 22, 1951. They are buried at Ross 
Bay Cemetery.

Pearl married Henry Meadows Cowper, 
son of Captain Jesse Cowper and Susan 
Barr on October 30, 1914 in Victoria. She 
died on October 13, 1961 and was buried 
in Ross Bay Cemetery.

Arthur was drafted for service during 
World War I on December 14, 1917. The 
extent of his overseas service is unknown. 
After the War, he became a Provincial Po-
liceman. While stationed at Kamloops on 
active duty, he was killed in an automobile 
accident on September 27,1926. He was 
interred at Ross Bay Cemetery in the fam-
ily plot.

Marion married William E Nachtrieb on 
October 19, 1929. She died in Victoria on 
March 6, 1964.

Nothing is known about the fourth child, 
Loma Sewell Mable.

 

On April 1, Hemp and Company was 
honoured as Vancouver Island’s “Retailer 
of the Year” at the Business Examiners 
2009 Vancouver Island Business Excel-
lence Awards.

Hemp and Company is a Victoria retail 
clothing merchant, which specializes in 
using textiles from natural fibres (hemp, 
organic cotton, bamboo) for clothing. Their 
own line is manufactured in Vancouver and 
they also carry about 50 lines from local 
or Canadian suppliers, thereby supporting 
local manufacturing. H&C feels that using 
sustainably grown fibres is a better envi-
ronmental choice than using textiles such 
as nylon which are made from petroleum 
products.

The Business Examiner award acknowl-
edges H&C’s work including:

•	 Staffing – winners of “The 
Quality of Life Challenge” for 
progressive staffing techniques

•	 Environmental initiatives – 
subject of “Business Leaders 
in Sustainability” by University 
of Victoria Economics Depart-
ment

•	 Community Involvement – 
member of the Values Based 
Business Network, the Green 
Collective, and the DVBA’s 
LoJo Committee

•	 Support for the Arts and En-
vironmental funding – 1% 
of sales goes to The Land 
Conservancy to support the 
Madrona Farm purchase

Owner Bill Finley says, “Winning this 
award feels wonderful. Our passion is 
people and what makes us successful is 
our cheerful, dedicated staff, our excep-
tional suppliers, and our loyal customers. 
The year 2009 will be remembered as the 
year we moved from Lower Johnson after 
10 successful years to our new “home” at 
1102 Government Street. This bigger, more 
visible shop is ideal for showcasing our 
products. It is a comfortable fit for H&C and 
I believe for Victoria.”

For 10 years, the annual Vancouver Is-
land Business Excellence Awards, created 
by the Business Examiner, has celebrated 
business excellence across Vancouver 
Island.

Hemp and Company is 
Vancouver Island’s 
“Retailer of the Year”

THE WILD SIDE GUIDE TO VANCOUVER 
ISLAND’S PACIFIC RIM (2nd edition), by 
J. Windh, HARBOUR PUBLISHERS 

 Everybody loves Long Beach.  This 
book saves a lot of time.  It enables you 
on a visit to Tofino/Uclulet to savour many 
interesting tidbits that you might overlook.  
Highlights are the maps and photos that will 
take you to new spots and take you down 
memory lane when you return from the Rim.

   --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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By Donna Anthony 
The Swaziland Gathering of the Grand 

Mothers, 2010, was organized by Siphiwe 
Hlophe and funded by the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation (SLF). In 2001, Siphiwe, with 
three other grandmothers, founded Swa-
ziland Positive Living (SWAPOL) a highly 
regarded organization that now has 500 
members. 

The Gathering was a major achievement 
-- the logistics of housing and feeding so 
many Grannies, and the sheer numbers at 
the march on the eve of Mother’s Day were 
awe-inspiring. All of the 1,000 grannies 
who marched were provided with lunch and 
seated at the closing ceremonies. 

Five hundred African grandmothers 
from 13 African countries came to Manzini, 
Swaziland to teach and learn from each 
other, and 42 Canadian grandmothers from 
10 provinces and one Territory were there 
to observe and learn from them. It was a 
life-enhancing experience. We listened, took 
notes, cried, laughed, danced, sang, and 
were moved by the warmth of the people 
who embraced us and acknowledged our 
solidarity with them. 

A welcoming dinner was hosted by the 
Queen Mother who further demonstrated 
her support by leaving the head table to 
dance among us, much to the concern of 
security, and to the delight of Swazis and 
Canadian delegates!  We were enthralled by 
demonstrations of traditional Swazi dances, 
especially the accomplished children who 
performed with such enthusiasm, and one 
number by a group of young men who were 
clearly admirers of Michael Jackson. 

The next evening we were treated 
to beautifully dressed women from each 
country performing their traditional songs 
and dances. As our contribution, one of 
the Canadian Grannies led us in singing 
“We Shall Turn the Tide”, the goal of the 
grandmothers’ movement, to the tune of We 
Shall Overcome. It was a great hit, perhaps 
because many of the women were of the 
generation who fought to end Apartheid. 

The workshops between those events 

were attended by grandmothers eager to 
learn and share problems and solutions. All 
workshops were conducted by the African 
women who run programs or agencies 
funded by the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
which never ceases to applaud and support 
their expertize and dedication. The SLF was 
unique in recognizing and funding those 
who were actually doing the fundamental 
work of the pandemic, the grandmothers.

These workshops yielded the themes 
and issues, faithfully recorded by Grannies 
assigned to the task, that formed the basis 
of The Manzini Statement (see below). This 
document is a call to action! It proclaims 
the need for the African countries and the 
international community to step up and 
support the grandmothers, honour aid com-
mitments, stop violence against women, 
children and the bogogo (grandmothers), 
and ensure affordable, universal treatment 
for AIDS.

Siphiwe’s story is emblematic of the 
way so many courageous grandmothers 
tackled these seemingly endless problems 
and wound up saving a continent, and 
countless children who otherwise had little 
chance of survival. Her heroic journey is the 
first story in Stephanie Nolan’s important 
book Twenty-eight Stories of AIDS in Africa 
which documents the complex cultural, 
social, economic and emotional problems 
individuals, communities and nations have 
had to face with the pandemic.

Siphiwe has lost 17 siblings to AIDS (her 
father had three wives). She was educated, 
had three children, and only discovered she 
was HIV-positive when she was awarded a 
scholarship to study in England and was 
required to have a medical. She was HIV 
infected by her husband who then accused 
her of being a prostitute, to hide his own 
infidelities, and left her to raise the children 
alone -- not an unusual circumstance in 
Africa. His unjust accusation was based in 
the fears and stigma associated with AIDS, 
a pervasive issue that results in people 
fearing to touch or associate with someone 
who is positive. Being open about one’s 

We are gathered here in Manzini, Swazi-
land -- 500 grandmothers from 14 countries, 
sharing our experience and knowledge, 
and celebrating our progress in beating 
back the ravages of HIV and AIDS. In 
2006, at the first Grandmothers’ Gathering 
in Toronto, we heralded the dawn of a new 
movement. Four years later, the strength 
and momentum of our movement are un-
deniable. We, the grandmothers of Africa, 
issue this clarion call to the world.

In 2006 we were battered by grief, 
devastated by the deaths of our beloved 
sons and daughters, and deeply con-
cerned for the futures of our grandchil-
dren. We stand here today battered, but 
not broken. We are resilient, and stand 
unwavering in our resolve to move beyond 
basic survival, to forge a vibrant future for 
the orphans and grandmothers of Africa.

We are the backbones of our communi-
ties. We form the core of community-based 
care. With our love and commitment we pro-
tect and nurture our orphan grandchildren. 
Africa cannot survive without us.

Integrity and autonomy is at the heart 
of our agenda.

We demand the economic indepen-
dence to support our families, to provide 
nutritious food; decent housing; access to 
ongoing quality education for our grandchil-
dren; and a richer quality of life for us all.

We must have the resources to 
build our own capacity to raise healthy 
families and assist one another. We call 
for more training in critical areas such as 
home-based care, HIV/AIDS education, on 
parenting orphaned children and adoles-
cents, health care, literacy, and financial 
management.

We have lived through the enormity of 
AIDS in our communities, and have played 
our part in helping our nations survive the 
devastation. Without us, the toll on orphans 
and our communities would have been 
incalculable. Equal urgency and passion 
must now come from our Governments 
around the provision of services, and the 
guarantee and delivery of our rights. Ur-
gent action must be taken in these priority 

status and working to reduce the stigma is a 
profoundly brave thing to do even now. The 
grandmothers who led the way, and who 
sheltered the children are awe-inspiring. 

Many people are familiar with the pro-
found losses these grandmothers have suf-
fered: their children dead of HIV/AIDS, their 
grandchildren left bereft, and sometimes 
HIV positive, their poverty, lack of resources 
and epic struggles to provide food and shel-
ter and send the children to school. 

It might be tempting to feel sorry for 
them: Instead, we should celebrate them. 
We met 500 women who are true champi-
ons, who accept their burdens and go on 
against great odds. And they represented 
thousands more all across sub-Saharan 
Africa who have the same tenacity, courage, 
and resourcefulness. They need our support 
more than ever. They need more Granny 
groups, more financial support; they’ve 
proven their ability to make the most of it.

An important part of my experiences in 
Swaziland was a visit to a project. Groups 

of 7-8 went to four projects funded by the 
SLF. I was in a group that went to ROCS, 
a project that provides social-psychological 
counselling for refugees as part of their 
programming -- such as Healing Through 
Training. The refugees are in a very precari-
ous situation in Johannesburg, often without 
papers and with no means of supporting 
themselves.  

The Gathering ended with a 1,000-Grand-
mother strong march through the streets of 
Manzini. Grandmothers walked with children 
and babies, shouted slogans, and bran-
dished signs demanding what are clearly 
human rights. It was very moving. It was a 
Call to Action.  Canadian Grannies stand 
with them, as Ilana Lansburg Lewis said, 
“Every step of the way.”

Contact the Stephen Lewis Foundation 
for ways you can respond to their call. 

Donna Anthony is a member of the Nan Go Gran-
nies, of Nanaimo.

Celebrating the Swaziland Gathering of the Grandmothers

A thousand Grannies, aaccompanied by children and babies, marched through the 
streets of Manzini, May 8, at the end of Gathering of Grannies.        Photo by Ricki Horowitz

Manzini Statement, May 8, 2010
areas:

•	 Violence against grandmothers. 

These egregious acts, whether 

domestic violence, elder abuse, 

or accusations of witchcraft, must 

cease and be sanctioned.

•	 Grandmothers must have meaning-

ful support in the form of pensions 

and social security.

•	 Laws must be passed and imple-

mented ensuring the safety and 

rights of grandmothers and their 

grandchildren.
We will continue to provide a protec-

tive embrace around our grandchildren 
and communities. Our hope, indeed, our 
expectation, is that our governments will 
provide our families with the social and 
legal protections – from inheritance laws 
to educational opportunities for our grand-
children.

To the international community we say: 
true sustainability is in the hands of grand-
mothers and other community activ-
ists. We call on you to deliver on your 
promises. We have reached a real turning 
point in the struggle to subdue the AIDS 
pandemic. Now we are seeing the grow-
ing impact of our joint efforts, the need 
for increased and consistent resources is 
greater than ever.

We are leaders in our communities 
and countries. We have come together in 
this historic moment to lay the ground-
work for greater support from our friends, 
our governments and the international com-
munity. We will continue to come together 
until such time as we and our grandchil-
dren are secure and able to thrive. We 
will continue to stand in solidarity with 
one another throughout Africa and with 
our Canadian sisters.

We are strong, we are visionary, we 
have faith and we are not alone. Together 
we will turn the tide of AIDS. Viva!

Ron reviews:
Strange Heaven, by 
Lynn Coady, GOOSE 
LANE BOOKS

The prize-winning 
novelist has put to-
gether a wild bunch of 
Maritimers and painted 
a fresh picture of Cape 
Bretoners.   

This book is enter-
tainment at its best.   
Never miss a Coady 
book. 

 --Ron MacIsaac
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Our view:

We welcome your letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, 
and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers. 

Please mail them to the Editor, at  Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 4E8,  email them to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

The DEADLINE to submit material for the next issue is 
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As others see it

A Tale of Two Tories - and other fables
The recent British general election produced what is called in the UK a “hung 
parliament”.  A Canadian political commentator in London said on CBC TV “This 
is what we call a minority government in Canada” – which, of course, it is not!    
A “hung parliament” is just that -- no party has a majority and parties have to 
see if a government can be formed that will represent a majority of voters.  And 
this is where one Tory, UK Conservative leader David Cameron, set himself 
apart from the other Tory, Stephen Harper.

Harper, lusting for power and abetted by an opposition in disarray, rushed to 
form a minority government, whereas Cameron sought consensus politics with 
Nick Clegg and the Liberal Democrats.

Whatever faults the UK Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition may have, it 
has the overriding democratic merit of representing 60 percent of the voters and 
thus having a legitimacy which Stephen Harper’s minority Conservatives, with 
37 percent of the votes, do not.

Clegg and Cameron took time to form a coalition government with clear rules 
and policies.  During its fixed five-year term, other electoral and constitutional 
reforms will follow.  Additionally, given the search for consensus that has driven 
the process, it is likely that the smaller parties will also find common ground 
with some coalition policies, broadening its representative legitimacy.  Cameron 
and Clegg have done democracy and the British parliamentary system a great 
service.

It is now possible that Canada will soon be the only major Commonwealth 
country clinging to an unelected upper house and an archaic first past the post 
system but we seem to lack the will to change it.  Canada has had four and a 
half years of minority rule with no apparent end in sight, yet for years we fulmin-
ated against minority rule during apartheid in South Africa and have spent eight 
years and many lives ostensibly to bring democracy to Afghanistan.

But in Canada, minority rule is the name of the game.  It beggars belief that 
minority government can be considered democracy, yet we continue to put up 
with it.  It is high time that our system, where the incumbent Prime Minister just 
throws in the towel and walks away if he or she does not get an outright major-
ity of seats, was changed.  The decision by Gordon Brown to act as a virtual 
“caretaker” prime minister, provided the vital few days for common-sense and 
consensus to be given a chance.  

One of the worst aspects of minority governments is the accumulation of power 
by the prime minister and a small circle of cronies, accompanied by an ever 
increasing arrogance and belief by the ruling clique that they must be right!

This happens not only at the federal level, but here in BC.  After nine years of 
rule by a government elected by less than half the voters, the displays of ar-
rogance are mind-stunning.  

Whether the issue is BC Ferries, BC Rail, creeping privatization of healthcare, 
the great HST deceit or refusal to raise the minimum wage, the attitude is the 
same -- never mind what’s right, just do as we BC Liberals say!  Typical of this 
attitude was Health Minister Kevin Falcon’s recent statement that the Nanaimo 
Hospital “C Difficile” outbreak, that killed five people and cost us millions of dol-
lars, “had nothing to do with cleaning”.  This contradicted the VIHA and Centre 
for Disease Control investigations and was described by the Times Colonist as 
“simply untrue”.  

At the federal, provincial and even  municipal level, “the clammy grip of crony-
ism” is throttling the life out of real participative democracy.  It can even infect 
community organizations as witness the recent damning judgement on the 
impropriety of the actions of the incumbent board and management of the Pen-
insula Co-op at its 2009 AGM .

No review of current events can overlook the unfolding environmental disaster 
in the Gulf of Mexico.  Here, everyone can find a scapegoat to absolve almost 
everyone else from any blame.  To watch the TV coverage one would think 
that only BP, the owner of the oil well that is spewing millions of litres of oil, 
was in any way culpable.  Very convenient for the other oil companies and car 
manufacturers who urged people to drive more cars, monster pick-up trucks 
and SUVs.  Convenient also for all of us consumers whose lifestyle is based 
on exploitation of oil -- no matter how risky, and the institutions devoted to the 
devouring of the earth’s resources at any cost for maximum profit and damn the 
consequences. 

This was a catastrophe waiting to happen.  If it had not happened in the Gulf of 
Mexico, it would have happened somewhere else -- and it almost certainly will 
in the future.  One thing that history should have taught us is that human be-
ings make mistakes -- always have -- always will.  Yet we keep pushing things 
to the limit, often cutting corners to increase profit.  Every news conference on 
the Gulf disaster has a parade of politicians, officials and others repeating the 
words British Petroleum in every sentence and never once acknowledging that 
BP drilled the well, not only to  make money, but because 300 million Americans 
(among others) could not curb their insatiable thirst for oil.  The billions of dol-
lars to clean up this disaster could have put a solar power system in a million or 
more houses, generating multi-megawatts of power -- without drilling a single oil 
well.

In the next 25 years, Canada will have to find room and resources for another 
10 million people or more.  We cannot accommodate that growth by drilling 
dodgy oil wells in sensitive areas like the Arctic and the BC coast!   -- DJO
  

Why Israeli soldiers shot the activists
By Murray Dobbin 

A friend of mine – not as preoccupied 
with the history of Israel and Palestine as 
I am – asked me why the Israelis soldiers 
opened fire with deadly force, killing nine 
and wounding at least 30.  Why the over-
reaction, even if they were being attacked? 
Why not fire into the air? Surrender might be 
a logical response to unexpected resistance 
– especially given that the whole operation 
was illegal and they knew it.

The answer is as simple as it is disturb-
ing.  Israeli soldiers are so accustomed to 
killing Palestinians for the slightest provo-
cation that pulling the trigger is not the last 
resort – it is often the first resort. A child 
throwing a stone, a car-driver not slowing 
quickly enough, a grandmother and her 
grandchildren because they turned the 
wrong way coming out of their house during 
the invasion of Gaza.

It’s not even shoot first ask questions 
later. It’s just shoot first. They rarely have 
to answer any questions and the killings 
are investigated, if at all, by the army.  This 
is, after all, a colonial occupying army.  It 
is accustomed to killing unarmed civilians 
because that is the task it has been assigned 
by the Israeli political elite.

It is worth noting – though few commen-
tators ever do – that the occupied territories 
are not policed – they are militarized.  An oc-
cupying power, even when doing so illegally, 
is required by international law to provide 
government to those it occupies. Such a 
government should include police – who are 
not just trained to kill but who are also de-
ployed to work with and for the community, 
to have an understanding of the needs of 
the people they are policing and to protect 
people. Police are part of the community.

But Israel decided early on that the Pal-

estinians would not be policed as a normal 
community – they would continue to be dealt 
with by soldiers. Soldiers are not trained in 
community relations; they are trained to kill 
and to do so, to dehumanize their enemy. 
Here are no nuances for a soldier who is 
facing an enemy: keeping the relationship 
simple makes it more efficient.

There is a terrible and disturbing logic 
to this for Zionism because to do otherwise 
would allow for sympathy on the part of 
Israeli Jews for the Palestinians in their 
midst. Police at their best do become part 
of the community. The army and its soldiers 
are denied such a perspective. For them 
Palestinians, civilian and otherwise, are 
the enemy forever (two generations and 
counting).

The activists on the ships were proxy 
Palestinians – trying to break the blockade, 
defying the Israeli colonial regime, standing 
up for the soldiers’ enemies. Shooting them 
was the first response just as it is on oc-
cupied Palestinian land. Most of them were 
Turkish Muslims.

Now what?  In all the news coverage 
there seems to be little mention – certainly 
not enough – about the illegal imprison-
ment of those taken from the ships. They 
were seized in international waters in an 
act of piracy and their incarceration is also 
illegal. The only legal response of the Israeli 
government is to allow the people back on 
their ships – also illegally in the hands of 
Israel – and allow them to sail.

As for Canadian political party leaders – 
they are all too cowardly to stand up to the 
Israeli government for its crimes.

Posted to Murray Dobbin’s blog July 1, 2010. 
Readers can find the blog at http://murraydobbbin.
ca/

A lively rally was 
held outside the 
Sidney office 
of  Saanich-Gulf 
Islands MP Gary 
Lunn, who was 
asked how he 
and the Cana-
dian government  
are going to re-
spond to   Israeli 
attack. His reply 
(by telephone): 
“We are looking 
into it.” 
Beck Peacock 
photo
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Friends of the Lower Island News

Thank you to those who have donated over the past two months. We are particularly 
grateful for your generosity at a time of the year when there are so many other calls 
on your purse. Your donations help to keep the paper coming to you.

Donors during the past two months include:
  Roger Smeeth   $   20
  Red Hens (one meeting)  $   15
         
Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indi-
cate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortuately we can’t give tax receipts.  

And thank you again! 

   --Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

OUR READERS WRITE

This story is a classic tale of what hap-
pens when a small group gathers too much 
power to itself and becomes unaccountable 
to those it is supposed to serve. 

What happened last June at Peninsula 
Co-op’s woefully undemocratic election is 
also a cautionary tale for all citizens who 
fail in their duty to be watchful of those 
they elect. 

Arbitrator Jakob de Villiers, QC, has 
ruled last June’s Peninsula Co-op election 
invalid, stating that the election at the Annual 
General Meeting was conducted “contrary 
to the Respondent’s Memorandum of As-
sociation, in bad faith and in a manner that 
was oppressive to those members that were 
in opposition to the incumbent board’s and 
senior management’s land use plans”. He 
didn’t hesitate to use the word “scurrilous” 
to describe some of the tactics used to 
blacken the reputations of candidates run-
ning against the Board’s approved slate.

No one observing this election process 
could have reasonably doubted its irregu-
larities. From the beginning those who were 
pledging to protect Central Saanich farm-
land from development were vilified publicly 
and repeatedly by the board and manage-
ment of Peninsula Co-op and in particular 
its general manager Pat Fafard. Candidates 
were forced to present themselves before 
a committee which grilled them on their 
positions and whose members lectured 
and scolded them in a classic case of bul-
lying. This committee then released its list 
of preferred candidates to the membership. 

Candidates requesting a copy of the 
membership list, the financial statements 
and the most recent Board minutes were 
refused them despite the fact that all these 
documents are available under the Act to 
any member that requests them. Allowing 
all candidates to have access to the mem-
bership lists is no different than allowing 
all candidates access to the voters’ list in 
any other election. Without equal access 
the challengers had little chance of being 
elected.

Other irregularities included unlocked 
ballot boxes which were frequently emptied 
into cardboard boxes beneath a table; the 
lack of voting booths to ensure the secrecy 

of one’s vote and the lack of scrutineers to 
ensure the fairness of the voting procedure 
and to witness the count. Allowing members 
to vote before the meeting was underway 
was inappropriate as it provided no op-
portunity for the candidates to be heard 
(even more important given that the three 
challengers had had no access to the mem-
bership lists) before these votes were cast. 

The arbitrator has now set out rules for 
a new election which must be held within 60 
days of the May 26 ruling. Under these new 
rules “candidates or their agents may attend 
and observe the counting of the votes; no 
completed ballots may be visible to anyone 
before counting commences; no voting can 
be allowed before the meeting commences; 
no candidate shall be required to appear 
before or be approved by any nominating 
committee in order to be eligible to be nomi-
nated for election; and most importantly, no 
employee of the Co-op is permitted to par-
ticipate in the election campaign, whether in 
support of or in opposition to any candidate.”  

So when the employees approach you 
to vote for their candidates or allow them to 
have your proxy vote be aware that they are 
banned from any such action whether at the 
gas pumps, in the stores or in any other way.

This year’s Peninsula Co-op AGM and 
election was already underway when this 
ruling was made, but anyone with integrity 
would immediately re-set that elections date 
and abide by the rules the arbitrator has set 
out for the replacement election. That has 
not been the case to date and in addition 
the Co-op is proposing a number of changes 
to the bylaws, some of which are blatantly 
undemocratic and tend to pool even more 
power in a few hands. Do not vote in favour 
of these bylaws. If you want to know more 
feel free to contact me at sue_stroud@
hotmail.com.

Please also join the facebook group 
Friends of the Peninsula Co-op which is 
posting all information pertaining to these 
elections. You can read the entire arbitration 
award at http://www.rrocss.org/ the website 
for the Residents and Ratepayers of Central 
Saanich.

        Sue Stroud
   Brentwood Bay

I was delighted to see the item in the 
last edition about the Nan Go Grannies of 
Nanaimo. I just want to make sure that read-
ers know that there is a very hardworking, 
active group here in Victoria.

On International Women’s Day in 2006, 
Stephen Lewis announced that the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation would welcome grand-
mothers groups from across Canada to 
help raise money for the HIV/AIDS ravished 
countries of Sub Saharan Africa. 

Because a whole generation has been 
decimated by disease, hundreds of thou-
sands of grandmothers there find them-
selves responsible for their orphaned 
grandchildren. Some are attempting to 
look after up to 20 children. The SLF helps 
these women set up small businesses, 
day cares and nursing homes, which the 
African women then manage themselves. 
This is happening in 15 countries of Sub 
Saharan Africa.

In early August 2006, the International 
Conference for HIV/AIDS was held in To-
ronto. The SLF arranged a Gathering of 
African and Canadian grandmothers to be 
held in conjunction with the conference. One 
hundred African grandmothers were flown 
to Toronto and were met there by 200 Ca-

nadian grandmothers. (The African grannies 
flew courtesy of donated Aeroplan miles.)

The Victoria reps to Toronto were Carol 
Judd and Sherry Goodwin, who were over-
whelmed by all they had learned. It was clear 
the African ladies did not want hand outs. 
They wanted financial help to assist them 
in helping themselves. 

A few days before the gathering Judd 
called a small meeting (five people) and on 
her return another small meeting (seven 
people) and Victoria Grandmothers for 
Africa was born. Goodwin came home and 
founded Carry On Grannies . Two years later 
the two groups amalgamated as Victoria 
Grandmothers for Africa.

We have had several very successful 
fundraisers in our four years of activity. 
There are over 100 members registered 
and about 40 who are very active. So far 
we have raised over $140,000 for the SLF. 

There are several big projects being 
planned. In September the fourth annual 
cycle tour from Campbell River will be held. 
The cyclists (average age 64) ride from 
Campbell river in three days and will be 
welcomed on the afternoon of September 
12 (Grandparents Day) at St John the Divine 
on Quadra Street. Cyclists happily accept 
pledges from the public.

We hope to report on our activities fre-
quently in the Lower Island News and you 
will hear about our plans for a Gala event 
next March when Stephen Lewis will speak 
at the Conference centre.

                                    Elizabeth Rutherford
                 Victoria

Correction:
Due to an editing error in the April/May 
issue, incorrect names were attached to 
a letter to the editor urging all concerned 
about quality education to attend school 
board meetings. The author of the letter 
was Dale Perkins.

Peninsula Co-op’s election 
invalidated due to “bad faith”

Victoria’s grandmothers active 
in raising money for Africa

Open letter to Michael Ignatieff
Dear Mr Ignatieff,  

 When I went to hear you speak at a packed Spectrum School in Victoria BC last year, 
you led us all to believe that Canadian democracy and the Canadian people were what 
you and the Liberal party were all about. 

 At that time I asked you why you had allowed the 2009 budget to pass with so many 
other Acts (14 in all) amended within it, and your response basically was because of the 
EI payments and the importance of getting that money out to the unemployed.  There was 
not time for me to have a supplementary question, and you left too quickly for me to ask 
you in private. As you must be aware, those payments were not honoured.

 I have written to you since then urging you to trust the Canadian people, that being 
honest and being straight forward with your motives you would get support.

 You are now planning to allow another Budget Bill C-9 to pass, again with a series of 
measures disastrous for Canada and Canadians within it: 

•	 Sale of Canada Post

•	 Sale of AECL, 

•	 Destruction of Environmental Protection Agency, 

•	 Deregulating of the Credit Unions, and of course 

•	 Raiding of the EI funds and closing of EI offices (the opposite effect of your 

reason for support last year -- remember?)
to mention just a few of those non budgetary measures.

 Mr. Ignatieff, Canadians are expecting you to stand up for them, their interests and 
their well being. They are not happy that you are not doing that, but are instead trying to 
buy time for you and your party to gain popularity.

 To allow this government to include in this Budget for 2010 such measures which should 
be presented to parliament on their own merit (or not) for debate and discussion, is NOT 
in the best interest of Canadians.

 To allow this to happen is, in my view, your indication to the Canadian people that they 
do not matter to either you or the Liberal party, or in other words that there is no difference 
between your party and the present Alliance/Reform government.

 The threat of an election is hollow as there is also the option of a coalition government -- if 
you can persuade the other two parties to reorganize along side of you -- which would give 
you two years or more to establish whether or not you are the prime minister of the future.

 If you are forced into an election, then so be it. The fact you stand up for the Canadian 
people will stand you in good stead.

 Whilst you are dithering, the NDP and Bloc are opposing this bill, making motions to 
extract the extraneous non budget matters and backing Canadians’ best interests. 

Where are you and the Liberal party and why should you be voted for?
                        Jeremy Arney 
               Saanichton

In response to the rapid growth of 
Greater Victoria, all 13 municipalities agreed 
to a so-called Regional Growth Strategy to 
limit urban sprawl and protecting remaining 
agricultural areas, rural land, and forests 
that serve as a buffer and supply us with 
clean air. 

This hilltop is part of an area that was 
specifically set aside to be protected from 
development. This area is outside the so-
called Urban Containment Boundary or 
Urban Settlement Area. 

If we keep shifting these boundaries, 
they are losing their meaning, resulting in 
more loss of agricultural and rural land.

       Dr. Michiaki Horie, North Saanich

Vantreight hill project is in area  
protected from development

Fifty-seven single family homes are now proposed tor the 32-acre rocky hill which 
juts out into Vantreight farm land.          Photo by M. Horie

"If your homeland was invaded by 
aliens who cut down the forests, poi-
soned the water and air, and contami-
nated the food supply, would you resist?" 

           --Derrick Jensen, End Game.

For more letters, please turn to page 6.
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Bill Hartley
Insurance 

Services Ltd.
• All types of insurance •

Auto, Home, Business, Boat, Life, Mortgage Cancellation 
& Financial Planning

Office: 250-388-5014   FAX: 250-388-4277
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 (at Douglas and Bay)

OUR READERS WRITE

Saanich South New Democrats 

join all Canadians in celebrating 

National Aboriginal Day 
on June 21st

“We must strengthen our resolve and our commitment to take meaningful 
action and to make real progress when it comes to forging a 

new understanding  with our aboriginal communities.” – Carole James

In his 2001 budget, Gordon Campbell 
legislated the largest tax cut in Canadian 
history.  It created a large budget deficit. The 
deficit was used to justify “smaller govern-
ments” by drastic cut backs to government 
services and programs.

 The cutbacks were so severe that 
budget surpluses soon arose.  Rather than 
restore funds to government ministries 
so that service levels could be restored, 
the government gave the surpluses away 
as tax cuts to the richest individuals and 
corporations. 

Even when budget surpluses were 
predicted, inadequate health care and 
education budgets were allocated. These 
inadequate budgets continue as witnessed 
by the numerous articles and letters in lo-

cal papers on the pain of further cutbacks 
to schools.

 As the economy continues to slow, more 
cutbacks can be expected. 

 Rather than cutbacks, the government 
could consider clawbacks -- clawbacks of 
the too generous tax cuts given to the very 
richest individuals and corporations since 
2001.  

 The federal government started claw-
backs with Old Age Pensions (OAP) from 
those in the higher tax brackets. 

 Rather than cutbacks, Gordon Camp-
bell should clawback some of the over-
generous tax cuts he has given the very 
richest in BC since 2001.

 What do you think?
                 Gerry Masuda
               Duncan

Clawbacks, not cutbacks

How do we rally and organize We the 
People?

In 2002, a CCPA BC paper stated that 
48.8% of all BC tax payers earned $30,000 
or less.   88% earned $60,000 or less.  This 
clearly indicates where the voting power 
lies.  Based on each having a vote, We the 
People can dominate and dictate our needs 
and desires to our “political masters”.  

Once We the People become aware 
of this political power, we could set and 
control the direction of our provincial govern-
ment.  Our “masters” become our servants.

The problem is how do we rally and 
unite We the People?  One way is to define 
what we want and don’t want as a “class” 

in a “classless society”.  This could be 
achieved by developing two lists: The PEO-
PLE’S WANT AND DON’T WANT LISTS.

Once these two lists are developed, 
it would clearly define what our common 
interests are, develop solidarity among us 
and develop a tool by which we control our 
political leaders and impose accountability 
on them.

With these two lists, we can evaluate 
the planned actions and more importantly, 
the inactions to developing events of our 
political leaders.  All we have to do is com-
pare their actions and inactions against our 
WANT and DON’T WANT LISTS.

                         Gerry Masuda
               Duncan

Rallying “We the People”

The Okanogan is delightful at any time of 
the year.  I was up in Vernon on a tour of the 
wineries and even a distillery making grain 
alcohol that tasted like single malt whisky 
(and just as expensive!)...

A highlight was staying at the Best West-
ern Lodge because a river runs through its 
hollow centre square!

                          --Ron MacIsaac

In Canada, workers overwhelmingly 
outnumber those who rely on investments 
rather than work for their livelihood.  With 
one person, one vote, why are not workers 
dictating their government’s policies and 
direction?

I suggest this is because workers have 
no sense of class consciousness in a society 
where we have been manipulated to believe 
is “classless”.  Thus most of the working 
class vote for the traditional two corporate 
supported and controlled Conservative and 
Liberal parties.

 By design of the “ruling class”, the NDP 
party has deliberately been made inef-

fective (by using Trojan Horses and other 
means).  This ensures that the workers do 
not unite, and use their numbers to take 
over political power.  Should this happen, 
the worker’s governing party would impose 
social justice and look after their own and so-
ciety’s needs and desires -- at the expense 
of the ruling class.

 Thus, a way of removing the dominance 
of the current ruling class is to develop a 
sense of identity and solidarity within the 
working class.  Once this is achieved, We 
the People will rightfully take over political 
power peacefully.

   Gerry Masuda
              Duncan

Developing consciousness as 
a working class

By Dale Perkins
“I am convinced that people still yearn for 

a sense of community and want to contribute 
to the greater good.” 

  -- Jim Diers, Neighbor Power

“The Coca-Cola conflict concerns the 
rights of a community versus the rights of 
a corporation, in that respect is emblematic 
of NGO campaigns throughout the world.”  

  -- Paul Hawken, Blessed Unrest

Are communities important anymore?  
And are there still people who organize them 
and dedicate their time and energy to foster 
stronger and healthier communities?

I once was a community organizer.  I 
have organized communities as diverse 
as east end, working class Torontonians, 
the alternative culture folks living on the 
Toronto Island, multi-cultural migrants in 
central Toronto and as far away as the 
south Pacific with Philippinos, Tongans and 
Samoans who had settled on Oahu, Hawaii. 
Now aging has slowed my organizing down 
considerably, and I look around to locate 
younger, more energetic organizers who 
are carrying the torch and doing everything 
they know how to bring people together into 
community.

Am I living in some nostalgic bubble, or 
has community become passé, a thing of 
the past, and we have now entered an era 
when community isn’t necessary or even 
desirable?

We still hear lots of talk about commu-
nity, and the need for rich connections in the 
places where we live and carry out our lives. 
Think of the names given to new residential 
neighbourhoods: “Tuscany Village” – “The 
Commons” – “Village Green”. Developers 
seem to believe people are looking for com-
munities. I remember the sanguine words 
of an urban planner in Toronto saying that 
“people come to Toronto to make a living; 
not to live in a community”.  

It took a great deal of work back then to 
convince people to come out of their clois-
tered homes and congregate in a neutral 
room where they had to actually look at 
others assembled and possibly discover 
they had something in common. And if they 
acted in concert around a common concern, 
and formed working relationship with those 
people, something special happened. Why 
maybe after a few of these encounters they 
might actually feel as though they belonged 
in this place at this time; and they had be-
come a viable community.

I had a recent experience of attempting 
to organize my local neighbourhood.  It was 
around the program called Block Watch. I 
had seen signs up in other communities 
declaring they were a “Block Watch” neigh-
bourhood. I wondered if this might be an 
easy way to build my neighbourhood into 
more of a community.  

Enquiring of the coordinator of Block 
Watch I soon found another motivation – if 
we formed a Block Watch group, then indi-
vidual homeowners could find an insurance 
company which would give them a 15% dis-
count on their house insurance premiums.  
Well, there was no stopping me … I quickly 
went door-to-door with pamphlets on Block 
Watch, and had great conversations with 
neighbours up and down my streets. And 
they responded like I had, thinking this was 
a good idea. Soon most of the neighbours 
were ready to join and I invited them to meet 

at our home.  Representatives of the police 
and the program came to the meeting, and 
showed a movie, distributed pamphlets and 
answered questions.  

However, something disturbed me. 
What was the primary motivation for people 
forming a Block Watch association? Fear 
-- fear of crimes taking place and property 
loss from break-ins and robberies. Regular 
bulletins reporting crimes committed in the 
immediate and adjoining neighbourhoods. 
And if anyone spotted a suspicious person 
who looked as though they were up to no 
good, we were to call the police and alert 
the block captain so a warning could be sent 
out to everyone on the list. We became a 
little homeland security squad, and we paid 
attention to our neighbours mostly to prevent 
crime -- all of it based on fear.

Is that the paradigm for community that 
has grown up in our contemporary culture? 
Forming and organizing communities is no 
longer based on caring for one another or 
compassion for others.  Now it’s only about 
safety and security. I regret that very much.

Among progressives and social demo-
crats, what are we offering to the people at 
large?  Are we only about getting people 
of our persuasion and mindset together to 
form functioning groupings, with committees 
and collectives that are based on safety in 
numbers and fear of some outside threat to 
our security? Is fear – of the market place, 
private corporations, including the corporate 
media – what motivates us to organize and 
form community groups?  

Or can we still locate some of those old 
values like compassion, caring for people 
and especially people who are at the bottom 
of the food chain? Nostalgia or not – I con-
tinue to believe in the importance of forming 
viable communities based on values like 
compassion, the common good, and trust.

One announcement I wish to include 
in this article – our modest experiment we 
called Orangeforum is closed and no longer 
operational.  This was an attempt to develop 
a community of inquirers who wanted an 
outlet to wrestle with ideas and attitudes 
around particular issues and concerns. We 
found that as an instrument for animating 
this process Orangeforum wasn’t up to the 
task.  So after much conversation among 
the principal activists, we decided to close 
it down.  This wasn’t an admission of defeat, 
but a recognition we are called to be about 
other things. 

The need for lively and health-giving 
community remains important – perhaps 
even more important than at any other time 
in our recent history.  I hope we will locate 
another instrument for carrying on this pro-
cess, and thanks to all who gave of their time 
and energy to make it happen.

Dale Perkins is the former coordinator of Orange-
forum, a community organizer, and social activist 
and retired United Church of Canada clergy.

Building community -- 
Is it still important?

Travel tips from Ron
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Hotdogs, Hamburgers & Horgan
A Summer BBQ supporting John Horgan 

& the Juan de Fuca New Democrats

Sunday, August 22, at Sooke Flats Park
$10 per ticket

Call or email Heather for tickets or info
250-479-5405 or goliard86@shaw.ca

By  G.E. Mortimore       
This haunting political reminder came 

from Will McMartin in the online magazine, 
The Tyee: 

TD Bank hired former BC finance minis-
ter Carole Taylor as a director at a possible 
$145,00  to $350,000 a year, 18 months 
after she had announced cancellation of 
BC’s corporate income tax in her last bud-
get speech, when she also announced her 
retirement from politics.  

Banks had lobbied heavily against the 
tax. Its abolition benefited them. As Mc-
Martin remembered, all governments “had 
seen the corporation capital tax as a way for 
British Columbians to share in the enormous 
profits earned in this province by Canada’s 
largest banks”.

But Carole Taylor, under Premier Gordon 
Campbell’s auspices, cut off this revenue 
stream. 

When Canada’s Conservative Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney retired after his 
government passed a patent-extension law 
that was highly beneficial to pharmaceutical 
drug companies and costly to sick people 
who had to pay higher prices for medicines 
as a result, the ex-PM joined a well-paid law 
practice in a firm that had drug companies 
as clients.   

Carole Taylor is a smart number-
cruncher, well worth her pay at any dollar-
spinning shop, and Brian Mulroney may be 
less clever than we used to think, but their 

talent is not the point.     
The point is that rewards, real or per-

ceived, direct or indirect, immediate or 
delayed, flow to politicians who maintain the 
crushing power of commercial corporations 
and money-brokers.       

As McMartin reported, Canada’s fed-
eral government has been pressing the 
provinces to do the banks a favour and 
abolish the corporate tax. Taylor and the 
Campbell government accepted the meagre 
compensation that Ottawa offered for letting 
the banks off the hook.  That compensa-
tion amounted to a one-time payment of 
$48 million in exchange for giving up bank 
corporation-tax revenue estimated at $1 bil-
lion over 10 years – a triumph for the banks 
but a disaster for BC taxpayers.    

The 2009 bank profits were impressive: 
Royal Bank, $3.9 billion; TD, $3.1, Scotia-
bank, $3.1; BMO $1.8, CIBC, $1.2.   

A measured emotional profile probably 
would show Canadians as peaceful, slow to 
anger and (aside from their steady enthusi-
asm for public health-care) lukewarm about 
political policy.   

Once they get their dander up, however, 
politicians had better stand clear of the blast. 
Canadians are starting to get angry now 
about money and related matters, at least 
in BC.  Anger aroused here by government 
fumbles and betrayals may keep boiling until 
it blows its lid in the next provincial election 
on May 14, 2013 (or earlier, if Liberal back-

The 2009 bank profits were impressive: Royal Bank, $3.9 billion; TD, $3.1, Scotiabank, $3.1;  BMO $1.8, CIBC, $1.2.

Can we civilize the politics of money?
benchers stage a revolt, which just might 
happen).

Americans arguably load stronger but 
more volatile feelings into public life. The 
uncommitted and loosely committed among 
them sign on more readily to hot slogans; 
and maybe they cool down faster than their 
counterparts in Canada’s changeable-voter 
sector. 

Members of the US political class have 
such a flair for melodrama (plus skill in 
playing fractions of the electorate like a 
pipe-organ) that in Britain’s general elec-
tion the New  Labourites, Tories and Liberal 
Democrats imitated American showbiz ma-
nipulation and hired American spin-doctors 
to put down opponents.

Americans acknowledge political mon-
ey-power more frankly than Canadians do, 
They wrangle about it in the media. Ameri-
cans recognize that campaign contributions 
from tobacco corporations and health-
insurance companies influence health-care 
and tobacco policy. 

Money plus Big Tobacco’s intensive 
lobbying, plus votes in tobacco-growing 
country, blocked any real action in Congress 
against the smoking habit that caused the 
premature deaths of 12 million Americans 
from 1964 to 2004. (Estimate from the Na-
tional Institute on Drug Abuse).

Scientific advance and growing popular 
willpower eventually forced Uncle Sam to 
start real anti-tobacco action, rather than 

the token pretence that was politically 
useful. Canada shares the anti-tobacco 
story. Characteristically, we are more 
sneaky about it, as when Ottawa staged 
a wishy-washy, ineffective anti-tobacco ad 
campaign, and side-tracked and smothered 
Senator Colin Kenny’s sketchy draft of a 
system of rewards and penalties to redirect 
the tobacco industry

That’s the familiar Canada-USA “similar-
yet-different” pattern. Canada’s readiness to 
embrace public enterprise – as in health care 
-- is a Canadian difference that strengthens 
national purpose.  Canadians are puzzled 
when Americans ring the “socialized medi-
cine” alarm bell and rant about the ominous 
growth of their own American, supposedly 
“democratic,” government as though it was 
an alien monster from outer space. 

If Canada is lucky, and if progressive 
citizens urge the case vigorously enough, 
worried federal and provincial govern-
ments might stop saying “We’re all right, 
Jack,” and set up a public brainstorm about 
money-policy, equivalent to the Romanow 
health-care enquiry. 

In such an enquiry, there is a hope 
that people will join the campaign for a tax 
on stock-market gambling and currency 
arbitrage, and ask to restore full use of the 
publicly owned Bank of Canada to finance 
government borrowing interest-free, instead 
of making a gift of billions of dollars to private 
commercial banks, as we do now. 

By G.E. Mortimore
The “Robin Hood tax” has become a 

popular cause in mainstream politics. If 
we are lucky, Europe and then the rest of 
the world will adopt this fractional levy on 
money-deals that range from stock-market 
gambling to international currency trade.   

The proposed financial transactions tax 
deserves the romantic label pinned on it by 
sloganeers. It really does take from the rich 
and give to the poor.

It also gives to middle-incomers, and 
it returns benefits to the rich themselves, 
through the creation of an increasingly pros-
perous and stable world. In that transformed 
world, financial high achievers will no longer 
feel the public anger that is directed at the 
money-handling class now.

We are talking about legitimate anger 
against the banking money-twisters who 
emerged with multimillion-dollar bonuses 
after their paper pyramids had collapsed 
and governments had rescued them with 
bailout money at the taxpayers’ expense.  

The beauty of the proposed Robin Hood 
tax is that the rich won’t even feel it. 

“A mini tax of only 0.05 percent on 
each financial transaction would make the 
financial sector pay for a crisis they created 
without having an impact on European 
taxpayers,” said Jean Letitia Saldanha, 
financial analyst for the international alliance 
of Catholic development agencies (CIDSE)

“The money generated could save the 
lives of millions of the world’s poorest people 
who are hit hardest by the crises the world 
is currently facing.”

Some estimates suggest that this levy 
could generate $150 billion a year in Europe 
alone. Its electronic needle-prick would hurt 
less than giving blood to the blood bank.

Blood banks and food banks make a 
good metaphor to represent the power of 
the proposed tax to change the world. It 
can strengthen the goodwill-distribution 
devices and build the machinery for setting 
up a decent level of food, shelter and social 
participation as a global human right.  

This may be the reason why some Lib-
eral-Conservative governments, including 
the current governments of Canada and the 
United States, are opposed to it – pledged 
as they subconsciously are to comforting 
their commercial sponsors and maintaining 
scarcity and poverty in support of faith in the 
“free market”.    

But those old-style politicians are under 
pressure to change their minds or yield 
to 21st-century replacement leaders who 
understand the blast of technological and 
social invention that is blowing the world 

inside-out and upside-down.
The likelihood of a “Robin Hood tax” is 

advancing along with the growing power of 
informed popular opinion to determine policy 
– short-cutting the top-downward decisions 
of such political heads of state as Prime 
Minister Harper and Premier Campbell.

Evidence comes from several direc-
tions about this advance toward making 
democracy live up to its name, “government 
by the people”. At provincial and federal 
levels, watchdog agencies at arm’s length 
from government – a children’s guardian, 
auditors scrutinizing politicians’ expense 
claims -- have shaken the complacency of 
top-downward government on the people’s 
behalf. A BC petition against the harmonized 
sales tax is reaching its goal. Admittedly 
the petition is a crude political instrument, 
but its success opens up the prospect 
of democratic fine-tuning later, and the 
petition-and-referendum process, skilfully 
managed, favours the rise of policy-making 
through interchange linking people, experts 
and inventive visionaries.   

The argument is that Liberal-Conserva-
tive political manipulators have tricked large 
numbers of poor people into voting against 
their own interest and electing agents of the 
corporate money-twisting establishment as 
their parliamentary representatives. The 
argument is persuasive. No answer to it is 
in sight. Internet power is now beginning to 
mobilize the disadvantaged, in alliance with 
the advocates of humane yet flexible plan-
ning. The financial transaction tax lifts up 
the disadvantaged, while creating benefits 
for everybody. No matter what Wall Street 
and Bay Street may say, it looks like a true 
win-win device.

In a transformed world, the economic 
principles of reciprocity and redistribution will 
be more openly recognized and put to work. 
They are the sinews of the cooperative prin-
ciple which has helped the human species 
survive and prosper. And a more sensitive 
and efficient application of these elements of 
the real-life economy -- through the fractional 
tax on money-deals, and supporting mea-
sures -- will strengthen the market exchange 
system and make it fairer and better suited 
to human and environmental needs. 

The European parliament voted 536 to 
80 for a financial transaction tax, but the 
sovereign European nations are still dither-
ing. The federation of Catholic development 
agencies, CIDSE, has deplored their failure 
to act.     

  The world’s 20 richest economies (the 
G-20) will have a chance to move toward 
action at their meetings in Toronto on June 

26-27 and Seoul, South Korea on Novem-
ber 11-12. 

  Economist John Maynard Keynes sug-
gested a financial transactions tax in 1936, 
and in 1972 Nobel-Prizewinning economist 
James Tobin put forward the idea of a tax on 
currency arbitrage, designed to smooth out 
damaging up-and-down swings in national 
currency values, driven by speculators. 

Tobin was a conservative economist; he 
disapproved of campaigners who want to 
use the tax as an engine of global transfor-
mation. The contemporary version, “Tobin 
plus,” expands and changes Tobin’s idea. It 
draws revenue from the money-jugglers who 
have enjoyed a free ride while consumers 
paid regressive sales taxes. 

Blogger Jon Worth gave a reverse-
Robin-Hood slant to the sales tax and sug-
gested that it might be called the Margaret 
Thatcher Tax, because it takes from the 
poor and gives to the rich. This arguably is 
what Lady Thatcher did when she launched 
her right-wing revolution in Britain.  

“Tobin plus” will receive a popular wel-
come, the first tax in history to stimulate 
widespread applause. It straddles the 
left-right division on the political spectrum. 
Centre-right leaders Sarcozy of France 
and Merkel of Germany favour it. In 1999 
Canada’s House of Commons under a 
Liberal government approved by 164 to 83 
the following NDP motion by Lorne Nystrom 
of Regina.

“That, in the opinion of the House, the 
government should enact a tax on financial 
transactions in concert with the international 
community.”

Finance minister Paul Martin, as he 
was then, later declared passage of the tax 
across national boundaries impossible to 

achieve. He chickened out. But “Tobin plus” 
now looks achievable.

Critics say it would be difficult to enforce; 
and they argue that corporate business 
power (the main influence determining gov-
ernment policy) will defeat the Tobin move-
ment. But I believe the critics are wrong. 
Electronic collection devices will bring in the 
billions without pain. Alert, flexible oversight 
will head off most of the dodgers. Enormous 
cash inducements will bring holdout nations 
aboard, and united action will eliminate tax 
havens.

Tobin-tax money will be handled with 
great care. Half of it will be channelled 
through a special international agency 
into projects that enable the poor to lift 
themselves to economic power through 
education, health care, public stewardship of 
water and tested cooperative projects. The 
other half will be distributed among national 
governments and agencies of social well-
being and invested in public enterprises that 
are likely to bring long-term public benefit. 
The international coordinating agency will 
be set up to sound an alarm if any admin-
istration corrupts the program or weakens 
it down to the level of pretence and token 
action.  

Yes, that is the optimistic scenario. But 
we can urge elected representatives and 
electoral candidates to promise readiness to 
explore the issue, and we can keep pushing 
until they do explore and act. 

Citizen power can make the Robin Hood 
tax happen.   

G.E. Mortimore, PhD, is a writer and social an-
thropologist based in Victoria.

“Tobin Plus” will save millions of lives
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Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at

olsendj@shaw.ca

By Jean Crowder, MP
As I write these words, news has 

emerged that the oil spill in the Gulf of 
Mexico has now surpassed the 1989 oil 
spill of the Exxon Valdez off the coast of 
Alaska to become the worst ecological 
disaster the United States has ever had to 
deal with.  In response to concerns that a 
similar spill could happen in Canadian wa-
ters, New Democrats used their Opposition 
Day in the House of Commons to issue the 
following motion:

May 26, 2010 — Ms. Duncan (Ed-
monton—Strathcona) — That this House 
notes the horror with which Canadians 
observe the ecological disaster unfolding 
in the Gulf of Mexico and their call for ac-
tion to prevent such an event in Canada, 
and therefore calls on the government 
immediately to conduct a thorough review 
and revision of all relevant federal laws, 
regulations and policies regarding the de-
velopment of unconventional sources of oil 
and gas, including oil sands, deepwater oil 
and gas recovery, and shale gas, through 
a transparent process and the broadest 
possible consultation with all interested 
stakeholders to ensure Canada has the 
strongest environmental and safety rules 
in the world, and to report to the House for 
appropriate action. 

The Canadian public has an interest in 
protecting our environment, and the federal 
government has a solemn duty to safe-
guard that public interest by implementing 

and enforcing laws and regulations designed 
to prevent environmental catastrophes such 
as the one we are witnessing in the Gulf.

Is the federal government living up to that 
duty?   Included among the many amend-
ments of the Conservative government’s 
budget implementation bill C-9 are changes 
to the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act that will give the Minister of Environment 

approximately 1972.  This is acting in con-
cert with the pressure to allow the proposed 
Enbridge pipeline construction that will run 
from the Alberta oil sands to Kitimat.  In fact, 
Enbridge Canada has formally submitted its 
application to federal regulatory authorities 
to build its pipeline.  

The Coastal First Nations Alliance has 
voiced its direct opposition to this applica-
tion, and the NDP is in full support – my 
colleague Fin Donnelly has introduced 
Bill C-502, which will formally prohibit the 
transport of oil in tankers in BC’s northern 
coastal waters. 

First nations and other coastal commun-
ities remember the Exxon Valdez oil spill and 
the kind of devastation it wrecked in north-
western coastal waters.  As we watch what 
is happening in the Gulf of Mexico, many 
people in British Columbia simply cannot 
believe that we would even contemplate 
bringing over 200 oil tankers a year into 
some of the most pristine coastal areas in 
British Columbia.

In May, 2004 a report called “A Review 
of Offshore Oil and Gas Development in 
British Columbia” was published by the 
Offshore Oil and Gas Research Group at 
the School of Resource and Environmental 
Management, Simon Fraser University.  This 
report reviewed the whole BC moratorium 
process and included a variety of past re-
ports regarding offshore oil and gas.  One 
of these reports was from the BC Scientific 
Review Panel, and its conclusion stated:

“—there are significant gaps in knowl-
edge, that environmental impacts could 
be catastrophic, that existing regulatory 
structures are deficient, and that a number 
of preconditions need to be made before 
...[offshore oil and gas] can proceed all 
suggest that the lifting of the existing mora-
torium would be premature.”

We consistently hear from proponents 
of industry that there is a need to do off-
shore oil and gas development because 
it will bring jobs to our communities.  The 
evidence against this was also mentioned 
in the report.  Oil and gas industries gener-
ate about 1.5 jobs per $1 million of output 
compared to forestry (3.5 jobs), fishing, 
hunting, and trapping (3.5 jobs), and tour-
ism (22.23 jobs).  

The sight of thousands of litres of oil 
starting to coat the sensitive ecological 
areas of the Louisiana shoreline is a wake-
up call for Canada.  It is very clear that 
there is insufficient information at present 
to even consider lifting the moratorium in 
British Columbia.  

The environmental assessment process 
must respect the precautionary principle 
– unless it can be demonstrated unequivo-
cally that it is safe, the moratorium for tanker 
traffic and for offshore oil and gas explora-
tion must remain in place.

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan.

Gulf of Mexico oil spill is a wake up call for Canada

the power to dictate 
the scope of environ-
mental assessments, 
and hand responsibil-
ity for energy project 
reviews to the pro-
business National 
Energy Board. 

Gutting the pro-
cess for environment-
al assessments and 
putting more power in 

the hands of the minister is a short-sighted 
amendment and the wrong approach, espe-
cially against the backdrop of the unfolding 
disaster in the Gulf.  The oil spill there will 
affect the livelihoods of thousands who live 
along Louisiana’s coast.  The process for 
environmental assessments should be as 
broad as possible and include all interested 
stakeholders because the ramifications of 
an oil spill affect the environmental, eco-
nomic, and social interests of many. 

Here in British Columbia there is con-
tinuing pressure to remove the oil tanker 
moratorium that has been in place since 

Jean Crowder

By David Olsen
Edith Loring-Kuhanga has been ac-

claimed as candidate for the Saanich-Gulf 
Islands NDP Federal Riding Association in 
the next federal election. Her nomination 
took place April 24 at the NDP association’s 
candidate nomination meeting held at St. 
Andrew’s Anglican Church Hall in Sidney.

Carol Pickup and Andy Paul nominated 
Loring-Kuhanga, and described her back-
ground and dedication to the NDP. There 
were no other nominations.

After her acclamation, Loring-Kuhanga 
spoke about the things that had motivated 
her throughout her life and work with the 
NDP, and outlined the key issues to which 
she is committed.  

She reminded the meeting that Earth 
Day is not just a one-day activity, but it 
should be on-going.  Above all, she thanked 
her late parents (her mother died two 
months previously) who raised her with 
strong NDP values and to share, be hon-
est, fight for the rights of others and protect 
Mother Earth.  

Edith Loring-Kuhanga moved to Saanich 
25 years ago to attend the University of 
Victoria, where she graduated as a Bachelor 
of Education (with distinction) and was then 
hired by the West Saanich people to work on 
the transfer of the Saanich People’s School 
System from federal to local control.

Loring-Kuhanga outlined her four rea-
sons for seeking nomination, which are: 

 - To continue the work of her par-
ents and their strong NDP and social values

 - Having lived here for 25 years, 
she wishes to represent her community

 - The importance of the environ-

ment, climate change and related issues
 - The HST, negotiated by Stephen 

Harper and Gordon Campbell behind closed 
doors without public input and which will 
create an underground economy. 

When elected to office, Loring-Kuhanga 
will work to protect seniors’ pensions, make 
education more affordable and press for 
legislation to restrict bank profits.  

In addition, she places a high priority on 
environmental stewardship, creating jobs in 
green-oriented industries and the reduction 
of greenhouse gas emissions by 25 percent, 
then 50 percent.  The latter is contained in 
Bill C-11 which was voted against by incum-
bent MP Gary Lunn.  

On the marine front, the new NDP candi-
date supports a ban on oil tankers on the BC 
coast and a moratorium on oil drilling, plus 
the phasing out of penned fish farms and 
action to stop the collapse of salmon stocks.

Glen Sanford, NDP Federal BC cam-
paign manager, introduced Fin Donnelly, 
who recently won the Coquitlam-Port Moody 
by-election to become the newest NDP MP. 
Donnelly is famous for swimming the Geor-
gia Strait four times and the whole length of 
the Fraser River twice, in addition to swim-
ming across the Strait of Juan de Fuca.  

Donnelly is now the federal NDP Fish-
eries and Oceans critic and brought Alexa 
Morton to the House of Commons Commit-
tee to give a new perspective.  He recounted 
how, to his and Alexa Morton’s amazement, 
the chief scientist of the Department of Fish-
eries and Oceans said, “There is no problem 
with sea lice.”  

He is currently working on a Bill to move 
to full closed containment of fish farms.  

 

Saanich-Gulf Islands NDP acclaims Edith Loring-Kuhanga as 
their candidate in next federal election

Saanich-Gulf Islands Federal NDP Constituency president Starla Anderson (r) talks 
to newly acclaimed candidate Edith Loring-Kuhanga and Fin Donnelly, recently 
elected MP for Coquitlam-Port Moody and NDP Fisheries and Oceans critic.

Edith Loring-Kuhanga greets well-wishers.                            Photos by Michele Murphy
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e-mail: Savoie.d@parl.gc.ca
on the web: www.denisesavoie.ca

Denise Savoie
Member of Parliament for Victoria

Your voice in OttawaYour voice in Ottawa

By Denise Savoie, MP
Last month, I was excited and proud 

to be among 5,000 citizens on the lawn of 
the BC Legislature for the culmination of 
Alexandra Morton’s Get Out Migration walk. 
Her inspirational efforts have made the fight 
to protect British Columbia’s wild salmon an 
issue that can no longer be ignored.

The science is showing that our wild 
salmon are stressed by having to migrate 
through a gauntlet of lice, pesticides and 
pharmaceuticals. Whatever else may be 
harming the salmon in the ocean, fish farm-
ing companies must invest and make the 
transition to a closed-containment system 
and be part of the solution. 

Because of Alexandra Morton’s re-
search and advocacy we understand the 
real dangers of open-net salmon farming 
to wild salmon ecology.

Her mission is part of a broader move-
ment that recognizes that our environment 
must be protected for future generations. 
With the future in mind, I held a “Create 
Your Canada” contest in Victoria last fall to 
encourage high school students to better 
understand how the federal government 
works. I asked them to submit their best 
ideas to make Canada better.

The submissions demonstrated how 
sensitive young people are today to how 
the decisions we make will affect them. The 
winning submission came from Thea Block, 
a Grade 10 student from Glenlyon Norfolk 
School, who has fished with her father and 
in her young life has already experienced 
the dramatic decline in wild salmon stocks.

On May 5, I brought Thea and her 
mother to Ottawa to witness the introduc-
tion of legislation based on Thea’s idea in 
the House of Commons. The bill, that would 
require fish farms to make the transition to 
a closed system, represents a significant 
step towards sustainability – a step that is, 
according to a recent study, both practical 
and economically viable.

Thea’s bill, Bill C-518, directs the Fed-
eral Fisheries Minister to implement a transi-
tion plan outlining how fish farm operations 
will make the move to closed containment. 
We know that environmental protection can 
go hand-in-hand with economic prosperity 
and this plan will ensure that those cur-
rently working in the industry will also be 
protected.

The work of Alexandra and Thea and 
the thousands of people who joined the 
walk, attended the rally or wrote to the prime 
minister has not gone unnoticed. The issue 
is now getting traction in Ottawa and I urge 
you to keep the letters coming, and sign the 
petition on my website supporting Bill C-518.

In the meantime, New Democrats are 
working on short-term solutions like getting 
government to require harvesting of farmed 
fish before the wild fry go through on their 
out-migration. 

Another serious environmental threat 

Victoria MP Denise Savoie (centre) stands beside salmon researcher Alexandra Morton at Victoria Rally for Wild Salmon,  
held May 8, on the Legislature grounds, to mark the end of Morton’s Get Out Migration walk.

Savoie joins 5,000 to greet Alexandra Morton at Legislature

that my New Democrat colleagues and I are 
battling is the government’s wrong-headed 
response to the disastrous oil spill in the Gulf 
of Mexico. The prime minister has stated 
that Canada has the toughest regulations 
in the world for offshore oil drilling, but the 
facts contradict that statement. 

Bill C-9 (the federal budget bill) is trying 
to water down environmental assessment 
of oil drilling applications by shifting it to 
the National Energy Board, most of whose 
members are intimately connected to private 
sector oil interests.

Following parliamentary pressure and 
media attention, the National Energy Board 
announced on May 11 it will conduct a 
review of Arctic safety of environmental 
offshore drilling requirements. While such 
an examination of how we drill is necessary, 
the process of deciding when and where 
to drill must be examined. Currently, you 
can’t drop an industrial factory into a local 
neighbourhood park in Canada, but you can 
get a lease to drill for oil in an ecologically 

sensitive marine area. This must change.
On a more positive note, I was delighted 

May 5 when the New Democrat Climate 
Change Accountability Act, Bill C-311, was 
passed in the House of Commons by a 
vote of 149-136. The Bill requires that the 
federal government set regulations to attain 
a medium-term target to bring greenhouse 
gas emissions to 25 percent below 1990 
levels by 2020, and a long-term target of 80 
percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

Bill C-311 is now at second reading 
stage in the Senate and I urge you to write 
to BC’s Senators and urge them to pass 
the bill so it can become law. Also, please 
visit my website and download and sign 
the Clean Air, Clean Energy petition to the 
House of Commons.

Best wishes and I look forward to meet-
ing many of you at local events throughout 
the summer.

Denise Savoie is Member of Parliament for 
Victoria.

Sointula, BC—Salmon are Sacred 
organization has reported that a series 
of government memos reveal a heated 
debate in 1995 over a sea louse outbreak 
on a salmon farm on the Fraser sockeye 
migration route (Okisollo Channel). 

In 1995, a salmon farm requested per-
mission to use hydrogen peroxide to treat 
an extremely heavy outbreak of sea lice on 
their fish.  When the Ministry of Environ-
ment, Parks and Lands (MELP) informed 
the company that their drug application 
would have to be released to the public, 
the fish farmer withdrew the request. When 
environmental groups found out about the 
sea lice outbreak, the BC Salmon Farmers 
Association called for an investigation of 
MELP and a guarantee that fish farmers 
had a right to secrecy in the future.

September 6, 1995 Don Peterson of 
MELP writes, “The company has withdrawn 
their application (for hydrogen peroxide) 
because they heard there was a require-
ment to advertise if a pesticide was going to 
be applied. I guess they were either afraid 
of the shareholders finding out…or of the 
public finding out... the company has asked 
that this request be kept strictly confidential 
and that all correspondence on the subject 
be destroyed.”

September 18, 1995 the BC Salmon 
Farmers Association wrote the Minister 
of MELP, Moe Sihota: “…government has 
an obligation to maintain confidentiality… 
Government is further prevented from un-
authorized collection, use or disclosure of 
information…. puts at risk the competitive 
advantage and capital investment of private 
citizens and individual companies…” 

However, salmon farms operate in 
Canada’s public waters and impact a Ca-
nadian resource -- wild fish.

October 23, 1995 Earl Warnock of MELP 
writes, “I find it unconscionable that they 
(fish farmers) are only prepared to undertake 
measures appropriate to protect their stock 
health and the environment unless they can 
do it in a clandestine manner.... and for them 
and MAFF to ask us to operate with them in 
this way says something about the people 
we are dealing with.”

MAFF = Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, now called Ministry of Agriculture 
and Lands (MAL).

Either the sea lice remained on the farm 
fish on the Fraser sockeye migration route 
or they were treated without permission 
from MELP.

November 3, 1995, Bryan Ludwig, MELP 
writes: “..We are in the difficult position of 
being concerned about use of pesticides 
for treatment of sea lice, but also wanting to 
ensure we avoid a severe outbreak for fear 
of transfer to wild stocks.”

These documents reveal heroes among 
our MELP bureaucrats who tried to protect 
our wild salmon from salmon farms.  Gordon 
Campbell disbanded MELP as soon as he 
took office in 2001, and he renamed MAFF, 
MAL and gave them control of allocation of 
Crown Land. The fish farm industry did not 
develop a sea lice action plan, the public lost 
their government biologist advocates, sea 
lice outbreaks continue with lethal infection 
underway today on wild juvenile salmon on 
the Fraser migration route (Okisollo Chan-
nel)  (photos available) and Fraser sockeye 
stocks migrating through Okisollo Channel 
are in steep decline.

October 23, 1995 Earl Warnock MELP:  
“If the truth harms their integrity perhaps 
they need to look at themselves…” 

All documents available at www.salmo-
naresacred.org under “Breaking News”.

Government memos reveal fish farmers 
wanted secrecy re pesticide use in 1995
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 VICTORIA— New Democrat envi-
ronment critic Rob Fleming is hoping for 
bi-partisan support for the Species at Risk 
Protection Act which would protect British 
Columbia’s endangered species and their 
habitat.

 “It’s shameful that British Columbia is 
one of only two provinces in Canada without 
legislation to protect endangered species 
and their habitat,” said Fleming. “Given the 
fact that habitat loss is the single greatest 
cause of extinction - I hope all members of 
the legislature can come together to sup-
port this bill and protect our province’s most 
vulnerable species.”

 Fleming cited recent research that 
shows BC is host to 76 percent of Canada’s 
bird species, 70 percent of its freshwater 
fish species, and 60 percent of its conifer 
species, which makes protecting species in 
BC critical to maintaining the biodiversity of 
Canada as a whole.

 “British Columbia is blessed by incred-
ible natural resources, and it is up to us to 
protect them for generations to come,” said 
Fleming. “The United Nations has declared 
2010 the international year of biodiversity 
-- and BC should honour Canada’s signa-
tory status by passing legislation to defend 
and restore the ecosystems that sustain our 
province’s many species.”

 The New Democrats’ Species at Risk 
Protection Act is modelled on similar legis-
lation introduced in Ontario, and includes 
measures to protect the critical habitat that 
threatened and endangered species like 
mountain caribou and marbled murrelets 
need to ensure their continued survival.

 “In order to protect vulnerable plants 
and animals, we must protect their ecosys-
tems. But our current provincial laws don’t 
do enough to protect the habitat of species 
at risk,” said Fleming. “Even in cases where 
scientists have clearly identified a habitat as 
critical for the survival of a species at risk, 
the BC Liberal government’s policies don’t 
protect these critical ecosystems.”

There are up to 1600 species at risk in 

British Columbia, yet only four percent are 
listed under existing provincial laws. Even 
when species are listed, the provincial gov-
ernment usually fails to identify and protect 
critical habitat.

 “We’ve wasted years waiting for the 

VICTORIA – New Democrats won a 
key victory for workers May 25, when they 
convinced the government not to repeal the 
Woodworkers Lien Act.

 In the legislature May 25, Cowichan Val-
ley MLA and deputy forest critic Bill Routley 
made a plea to save the act, which gives 
individual workers the right to put liens on 
logs or lumber to ensure their wages are 
covered if companies go out of business. 
The proposed changes were part of Bill 
21, the Forestry Service Providers Protec-
tion Act.

 Routley said he supported the principle 
of the new act, which will ensure indepen-
dent contractors are paid if a company goes 
bankrupt, but repealing the Woodworkers 
Lien Act would have left workers vulnerable.

“When Pope and Talbot went down in 
2007, they left contractors in the Interior 
without payment and without the same 
rights as a normal creditor,” said Routley. 

“The general purpose of the new legis-
lation was essentially sound, but it opened 
up another hole, leaving fallers, loggers and 
mill workers in the situation the contractors 
would have found themselves in, with no 

right of payment for their work. The bill that 
was originally presented could have had 
devastating consequences for forestry work-
ers and their families.”

On May 25, Forests Minister Pat Bell 
acknowledged the flaw in the legislation 
identified by Routley. Government MLAs 
joined with New Democrats to vote against 
the section of the bill which would have 
repealed the Woodworkers Lien Act, mean-
ing that section will not be part of the act 
as passed.

 “I thank the minister for recognizing the 
problem and ensuring that this error didn’t 
go forward,” said Routley. “We still have 
profound differences in terms of the direc-
tion of forest policy in this province, but I’m 
glad that he listened to reason on this issue.”

 New Democrat leader Carole James 
has put forward a five-point plan to renew 
and modernize the forest industry. The plan 
includes: developing a green forest plan, de-
veloping an innovative and diverse industry, 
community and worker stabilization funding, 
and a permanent commission on forestry 
and tenure reform.

 
 
 

VICTORIA – Opposition MLAs John 
Horgan and Maurine Karagianis are hopeful 
that the provincial government is at last on 
track to support commuter rail on the E & 
N corridor. In response to their questions 
in the Legislature April 22, Transportation 
Minister Shirley Bond offered assurance 
that the province has completed gathering 
data on the project and is moving ahead 
with a strategy.

 “...There were two phases of the re-
port,” Minister Bond said. “The first phase 
was the gathering of data and the analysis 
of that data. We have virtually completed 
that phase, and we are looking at the 
second phase, which is looking at how we 
design a strategy for that corridor.”

 For the last five years, Horgan, MLA 
for Juan de Fuca, and Karagianis, MLA 
for Esquimalt-Royal Roads, have champi-
oned the rehabilitation of the corridor and 
the implementation of a new train service 
that would carry commuters. “I’m pleased 
to hear the minister’s comments,” Horgan 
said. “This is a non-partisan issue that my 
community supports. I’m confident that 
when it gets up and running, commuters 
will use it.” 

“All you have to do is sit stuck in traffic 
for a few minutes to know that the demand 
is there for commuter rail,” Karagianis 
said. “I hear from constituents every day 

VICTORIA -- Three years after an 
all-party committee reported back to the 
legislature, the BC Liberals are no closer 
to fostering a sustainable aquaculture in-
dustry and protecting wild salmon in British 
Columbia’s waters, say the New Democrats.

 And opposition agriculture critic Lana 
Popham said that’s a loss for the economy 
and the environment.

 “Transitioning to a real sustainable 
aquaculture industry means developing 
long-term, green jobs,” said Popham, the 
New Democrat MLA for Saanich South.

 “We are missing a tremendous oppor-
tunity when it comes to green jobs because 
of the lack of action from the BC Liberals. 
At a time when consumers are looking for 
green choices, British Columbia could be a 
world leader in sustainable aquaculture, but 
instead, we’re falling behind.”

 Among the recommendations from 
the aquaculture committee was a plan to 
phase in a requirement for closed contain-
ment technology. Recently, the Overwaitea 

New Democrats introduce bill to protect 
BC endangered species 

BC Liberal gov-
ernment to take 
action to protect 
species that are 
teetering on the 
brink of extinc-
tion,” said Flem-
ing. “This legisla-
tion is squarely 
aimed at ending 
a decade of inac-
tion and getting 
to work on this 
serious issue.”

 C a r o l e 
James and the New Democrats are fight-
ing for an environmental plan that respects 
communities, creates green jobs, offers 
families positive choices and commits to 
concrete action to protect species at risk.

Lack of action means lost opportunity 
on sustainable aquaculture
Three years after aquaculture committee repoprt, BC Liberals have yet to 
take any steps to protect wild salmon and create green jobs

Food Group announced it would be selling 
freshwater coho from Aquaseed, a com-
mercially viable closed containment system. 
Aquaseed is based in Washington state.

“Had the BC Liberals taken some action 
three years ago, British Columbia could be 
in the position today to supply the market 
for salmon farmed from closed containment 
systems,” said opposition environment critic 
Rob Fleming. “Instead, Canadian retailers 
are buying from American companies. 

 “That’s a loss of jobs and it’s a classic 
case of what happens when you refuse to 
innovate.”

 The federal New Democrats introduced 
a bill in Ottawa calling for a transition to 
closed containment, and a report by inde-
pendent consultant Andrew Wright shows 
that land-based closed containment sys-
tems are economically, environmentally and 
technically feasible. Opposition aboriginal 
relations critic Bob Simpson said that’s all 
the more reason that the government needs 
to take bold steps toward supporting a sus-
tainable aquaculture industry.

 “The sustainable aquaculture commit-
tee laid out a roadmap for developing an 
industry that makes economic sense while 
still protecting the wild salmon that all British 
Columbians value,” said Simpson. 

  “The refusal by the BC Liberals to 
protect wild salmon is a complete and utter 
abdication of their environmental responsi-
bilities. It’s further proof of the hypocrisy of 
the Liberals on the environment.”

 Carole James and the New Democrats 
are advocating for positive environmental 
solutions, including a Green Fund which 
would see $150 million a year of carbon tax 
revenue directed towards climate change 
solutions and transit improvements in com-
munities across the province.

 

New Democrats win key victory for 
forest worker rights

Westshore MLAs receive assurance 
from minister on E & N Rail

that want common sense solutions to our 
transportation challenges – and utilizing the 
E & N corridor, with commuter rail, and a rail 
trail, is smart thinking.” 

 Minister Bond said she recognizes the 
importance of the corridor and committed to 
involving the two West Shore MLAs in the 
process. “...We’d be happy to sit down with 
my staff and certainly have a briefing once 
we finalize the analysis and look at a phase 
two strategy,” she told the Legislature. “Let’s 
sit down and have a conversation.” 　

 “I am pleased the minister wants input 
and discussion with the local representa-
tives,” Horgan said. “Her open door ap-
proach is refreshing.”

 

VICTORIA – Victoria-Swan Lake MLA 
Rob Fleming kicked off Quadra Village 
Day May 8 with his fourth annual pancake 
breakfast.

 “Hillside-Quadra is a great commu-
nity and this annual event has become a 
successful way to bring people together 
for a common purpose – to make a great 
neighbourhood even better,” said Fleming. 
“As the motto says, Quadra Village Day is 
about ‘building and celebrating our thriving 
community.’”

 Fleming said the 2010 planning com-
mittee had organized a variety of free, fun 
activities for all ages, allowing the larger 
community to see the great shops, services 
and activities the area offers.

 With the help of The Capital City Lions 
Club, Fairways Foods, Island Farms, Caffe 

Fantastico, 5th Street Bar and Grill, and re-
FUSE’s gracious donations, Fleming kicked 
off the day with a free pancake breakfast at 
Wark Park, with Victoria Firefighters helping 
flip and serve pancakes.

 Victoria MP Denise Savoie, Mayor 
Dean Fortin and many Victoria City council-
lors were also on hand to help out with the 
event. Local businesses and community 
agencies contributed to making the event a 
success by sponsoring a number of activi-
ties throughout the day.

 “In past years this event has been a 
lot of fun, and the end result is continued 
improvements to a growing and thriving 
neighbourhood,” said Fleming. “I encourage 
everyone to come down and spend some 
time enjoying the sun and the activities.”

8th annual Quadra Village Days celebrated
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Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca 
Federal New Deocrats

Stay in touch!

You can reach your executive at
PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admiral’s Road,

Victoria, BC  V9A 2p8
or your president at wanzbates@shaw.ca

Cowichan Valley NDP Constituency

Annual General Meeting 
Saturday, June 19

Mercury Theatre, 331 Brae Road
Pot luck starts at noon                      Meeting at 1:00 p.m.

Contact Ellen at 250-466-0303 with any questions

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

Esquimalt- Royal Roads New Democrats

Stay in touch! 
You can reach your executive 

by mail at Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 7N7 or by 
email to esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com

By David Olsen
Saanich North and the Islands NDP  

Constituency Association president Gary 
Holman and vice-president Elsie McMurphy 
welcomed an enthusiastic crowd of NDP 
members to the annual Pasta and Politics 
evening, held in Sidney, appropriately on 
International Labour Day, May 1.  

Described by Linda Black of the SN&I 
executive as probably the most successful 
Pasta and Politics event ever in terms of 
numbers and funds raised, the evening 
followed the traditional pattern of an ad-
dress by a guest speaker -- this year Lana 
Popham, MLA for Saanich South -- a grand 
meal organized as always, by Sue Geddes, 
and an auction.

Holman and McMurphy introduced the 
newly nominated federal NDP candidate 
for Saanich-Gulf Islands, Edith Loring-
Kuhanga.  

Lana Popham described her experience 
of the previous week in the Legislature, 
which saw the passing of the HST Bill and 

 John Horgan, MLA for Juan de Fuca, put on a pair of women’s shoes May 15 and 
joined with hundreds of other men, ”walking a mile in her shoes”.  

This annual fundraiser for the Victoria Women’s Sexual Assault Centre is a way for 
men to publically show their support for this important community organization.  

Wearing a pair of lace-up wedges, Horgan took to the streets of downtown Victoria, 
and complained after the walk that his calves were a bit sore!  

While final pledges are still being counted, Horgan raised at least $1,500.  Organiz-
ers of the event say the final total will be upwards of $25,000 and they are thrilled that a 
couple, who wishes to remain anonymous, has agreed to match the total amount raised.  

If you’d like to donate to the Sexual Assault Centre, they can be reached at 250-
383-3232.

Walking a mile in her shoes
which she described as the most demoral-
izing and stressful week of her life.  She said 
she has found the Liberal’s behaviour in the 
Legislature unprofessional and disrespectful 
and has lodged this view with the Speaker. 

 Popham is the NDP Agriculture Critic 
in the Legislature and, with Fisheries Critic, 
Fin Donnelly (of long distance swimming 
fame), she has visited the Quadra Island 
Fish Farms, operated by Marine Harvest 
Ltd., and also a closed containment system 
in Vancouver. 

She noted that the Steel Workers Union 
(which is trying to unionize the Fish Farm 
Processing Workers) had written to all the 
newspapers in BC that Lana and Fin are 
proposing to get rid of jobs by opposing the 
Open Net Fish Farms.  However, as she 
pointed out, the Open Net Farms are faced 
with closure, due to adverse consumer 
reaction.  

Popham has also visited the Site C Dam 
area and will highlight the loss of agricultural 
land, due to the project. 

 

“Best ever” Pasta and Politics event 
draws enthusiastic crowd

VICTORIA -- New Democrat environ-
ment critic Rob Fleming says a report re-
leased by two major environment organiza-
tions April 27 concludes that the BC Liberals’ 
so-called low carbon fuel requirement could 
actually result in an increase in greenhouse 
gas emissions and is more evidence of the 
BC Liberals’ environmental hypocrisy. 

 “The BC Liberals revealed their lack 
of real commitment to fight climate change 
when they eliminated green consumer tax 
exemptions to facilitate their HST betrayal, 
when they failed to invest in transit solu-
tions across the province and when they cut 
LiveSmart funding for energy conservation 
in half,” said Fleming. “This report is simply 
more evidence of the BC Liberals engaging 
in greenwashing instead of taking action 
that would actually help BC fight climate 
change.”

 The report, written by Environmental 
Defence Canada and the US Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, shows that fuel 
suppliers can actually increase carbon emis-
sions in their fuel while complying with BC’s 
bio-fuel regulation which was supposed to 
decrease emissions. 

 “It’s not surprising that the same BC 
Liberals who are cheerleading the tar sands 
pipeline and supertanker traffic on our 
coastline introduced toothless fuel regula-
tions that may actually increase carbon 
emissions,” said Fleming.

 The poor rating earned by BC’s regula-
tion is based on its failure to account for all 
the carbon emissions created by different 
fuel sources, including during the extrac-
tion, refinement and production of the fuel. 
In April Environment Canada reported a net 
increase in BC’s greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG) levels in 2008 over 2007. 

“BC will not be able to achieve its goal 
of a 10 percent carbon intensity savings 
in gas and diesel fuels by 2020 unless the 
BC Liberals start engaging in real climate 
change solutions,” said Fleming. 

Carole James and the New Democrats 
are advocating for positive environmental 
solutions, including a Green Fund which 
would see $150 million a year for climate 
change solutions and transit improvements 
in communities across the province.

PORT MCNEILL, BC -- The SOS Marine 
Conservation Foundation (SOS Foundation) 
has released a technology report concluding 
that land-based closed containment salmon 
aquaculture is technically and economically 
feasible.

The report, Technologies for Viable 
Salmon Aquaculture, has been exten-
sively reviewed by aquaculture experts 
and will remain in the public domain (see 
www.saveoursalmon.ca). It was recently 
presented at the Simon Fraser University 
workshop on land-based closed contain-
ment salmon aquaculture and is another 
step towards the SOS Foundation’s goal 
of helping to establish B.C. as a leader in a 
globally renowned, stable and viable finfish 
aquaculture industry. 

The technology report was prepared by 
Dr. Andrew S. Wright as part of the SOS 
Foundation’s strategy to support research 
and to produce educational materials that 
increase understanding of the ecosystem 
and methods of protecting and conserving it.

Dr. Wright’s research confirms that all 
components required to build a full recir-
culation land-based closed containment 
salmon farm are available as commercial 
off-the-shelf items.

Specifics are provided for a facility that 
would yield 1,000 metric tons (MT) of full-
grown fish and a supplementary 500 to 750 
MT of early harvest fish annually. Atlantic or 
Pacific salmon species could be produced. 

The Report provides conservative eco-
nomic forecasts with the acknowledgement 
that refinement of the design would allow 
for substantial reductions in both capital 
and operating expenses. The 1,000 MT full 
recirculation land-based closed containment 
farm is estimated to require an investment 
of approximately $12 million dollars. Final 
income after costs would range between 

Land-based closed containment 
salmon aquaculture report released

$5 million and $13 million dollars annually 
dependent upon harvest strategies. 

The farm design, being comprised of 10 
isolated modules, allows for optimization of 
growth conditions for each life stage of the 
fish and protection from total production loss 
in the event of disease outbreak. By control-
ling temperature, it is anticipated that the 
grow-out period could be reduced from the 
18 to 22 months for salmon currently being 
raised in open net-cage facilities. 

Further financial opportunities are iden-
tified. The module design allows for ready 
incorporation of additional cash crops and 
energy-saving methods.  As a closed sys-
tem, the waste is captured as a resource 
that can be used for energy and fertilizer. 
If the salmon are grown in fresh water, as 
supported by the farm design, the nutrient-
rich wastewater allows for the production 
of crops such as lettuce or tomatoes. This 
application of aquaponics offers a valuable 
secondary revenue stream.

Building on the positive findings of the 
Report, the SOS Foundation is working 
with the ‘Namgis First Nation to establish a 
land-based closed containment pilot project 
in the area of Northern Vancouver Island. 
The project is currently at the technical 
design stage.

The SOS Foundation gratefully acknowl-
edges the financial contributions made 
towards the preparation of this technology 
report by Fisheries and Oceans Canada and 
the British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture 
and Lands in partnership with the Invest-
ment Agriculture Foundation. 

The SOS Marine Conservation Founda-
tion is a broad coalition of Western Cana-
dians committed to working collaboratively 
and innovatively with the federal and BC 
governments to resolve marine conserva-
tion challenges. 

Fuel regulation failure shows 
BC Liberal environmental hypocrisy

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats

Stay in touch! 
You can reach your executive 

by emailing President Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.com 
or by writing to Box 282

1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8T 2C1

Lack of legislation leaves BC coast vulnerable to oil spills
VICTORIA - The Dogwood Initiative has 

responded to admissions by the Federal 
Conservatives that there is no law protecting 
BC’s coast from oil tanker traffic. 

“The Conservatives have been talking 
out of both sides of their mouth on this is-
sue for some time,” said Charles Campbell, 
communications director for the Dogwood 
Initiative. “It’s clear that a legislated oil tanker 

ban is required to protect our coast. Any 
party that does not support such a measure 
is willing to leave our coast vulnerable to a 
catastrophic oil spill.” 

The NDP has committed to a legislated 
oil tanker ban in BC’s northern coastal wa-
ters. The Federal Liberals claim a history of 
protecting BC’s coast from oil tankers but 
have not committed to legislation. 
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Diary of a mad trustee

John Heaney
Heenan Blaikie LLP

514-737 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1L6
Phone: 250-381-9599

Toll Free Fax: 1-866-615-8276
Email: jheaney@heenan.ca

Civil and Commercial Litigation, 
Labour and Employment Law

Administrative and Constitutional Law
Employment Litigation

Human Rights
Collective Agreements, Privacyi

                                                                      - 
By Eden Haythornthwaite

In the last two weeks on three separate 
evenings, we have had 1st reading of the 
cutback budget bylaw, a public meeting to 
present that budget to community and 2nd 
reading of the same budget. In addition, we 
have had 1st and 2nd readings of the Student 
Success Budget which simply documents 
some of the accumulated shortfall to our 
schools and shows a need for $15 million 
more than our allocation this year.

 At all these meetings, trustees as well 
as community members have asked for in-
formation on the plans the district may have 
for coping with the serious adjustments cuts 
to many programs and services will require. 
Evidently trustees must first approve this 
budget as it stands and then perhaps the 
grind of reworking our methods will follow. 
However, the duty to endorse budget details 
rests entirely with trustees and trustees are 
accountable for the outcomes of any cut-
backs –surely we should have a firm idea 
of what these may be.

  There is no question this has been a 
brutal time but the real brutality is yet to 
come as we continue on our path to kick our 
students and staff to the curb. As one former 
trustee insisted at the public meeting – it has 
always been like this and it is the duty of this 
board to do as she did and submit to the 
ministry. Obviously, it has not occurred to her 
it has always been like this because trustees 
have not exercised their legitimate outrage 
or their power as elected reps. Senseless 
obedience is like a religion to some people 
or perhaps an involuntary reflex.

 To sooth the souls of those trustees who 
feel bound to going along with these cuts as 
a matter of solemn duty, the administrators 
have cynically doled out a potpourris of 
mantras calculated to idealize their choices 
and elevate their purpose.

 Programs evidently are “not working” 
or “not efficient” or “unnecessary” or “not in 
compliance” or “not mandated.” The ques-

“If the machine of government is of such a nature that it requires you to be 
the agent of injustice to another, then, I say, break the law.” -- H.D. Thoreau                                                                               

tions we can ask are, “How does removing 
resources from a program render it more 
effective?” How can a cutback be viewed as 
a means to improve anything? Just because 
we are not legally required to provide a ser-
vice does that mean we shouldn’t bother?”

 Trustees have stated simply they have 
no way of being certain submitting a full 
funding budget which contravenes section 
111 of the School Act will change anything 
for the better. This is the contradiction of 
the year -- as they are prepared to sign into 
law a budget around which there is nothing 
but uncertainty.

So this has been a bit of a voyage of 
discovery – the things we don’t know coun-
terposed by the things we have learned.

We don’t know what bussing will look 
like with the loss of 20% of the transporta-
tion budget including nine drivers and their 
routes. 

 We don’t know where one half of our 
alternate education students now deemed 
not in compliance for attending this program 
will go and how they will be supported in the 
mainstream schools.

 We don’t know how children with in-
tensive behaviours will be accommodated 
in the schools which are losing their IBIT 
program.

 We don’t know how we will manage 
without the Substance Abuse Program 
which allows students suspended from 
class due to violations to get the counsel-
ling required to allow them back into school.

 We don’t know what the health and 
safety implications will be for the increased 
areas and loss of any detailed cleaning in 
our schools with a further cut to our custodial 
staff (3.4 FTE) and cuts to the weeks of work 
for those who will remain (7 weeks).

 We really don’t know how our teach-
ers and EAs will cope with a whole range 
of challenges and behaviours now being 
redirected into their classrooms without the 
resources to support these kids.

 Well it goes on of course – at 2nd reading 
we raised the five-day cut to instruction and 
the failure to follow the new and neutered 
bylaw governing the process for employing 
a school calendar which differs from the 
standard calendar. You would think we could 
manage to follow something as undemand-
ing and lax but we have not and now I would 
like to know how we can approve the cut and 
include it in our budget.

 As a board, we have said we would like 
to hear from our community. We have, but 
as usual the people who attend meetings, 
keep up with budget developments, care 
about the system and oppose the dismantle-
ment of our public school environments are 
viewed as unreliable, particularly if they 
work for the district or fail to appreciate the 
value of repetitive strategies which never 
bear fruit. The opinions of those who never 
turn up are a matter of speculation but ro-
manticized as more sensible and moderate.

 I suppose it must occur to many of us 
this is part of an arc which may be almost 
complete. While our district managers seem 
to have very few models for retooling after 
the cuts, my bet is they have careful objec-
tives for next year and the cuts to come. 
Somewhere in those designs is reconfigu-
ration and school closure – along with final 
dissolution of our alternate program, further 
bussing reductions and moves to privatize 
cleaning and maintenance.

 What have I learned this round of cuts?
 It has been made fiercely obvious our 

school districts are here not to raise a gen-
eration of educated, thoughtful citizens but 
to provide our ministry with data. Our senior 
staff spends a substantial amount of time 
building reports to the province concerning 
learning progress and grad rates based on 
testing and stats. This is the work of the 
ministry, not the work which serves our 
students, especially as there have been no 
sustained improvements in learning or grad 
rates -- those could only be affected by well 

resourced classrooms. Our education lead-
ers’ time should be entirely devoted to our 
kids’ learning and the wellbeing of our staff 
– not the mechanics of graphs, charts and 
numerical tracking for a heartless ministry.

 We, as a district, must pay these people 
to perform these duties on behalf of the 
government out of our steadily diminishing 
resources and we are told their tasks cannot 
be triaged out of existence, as is the case 
with all other functions in our schools. While 
services to kids can go and teachers and 
support people struggle under increasing 
workloads and dwindling expectations, the 
reports, data collection, imposed budgets 
and adversarial labour management condi-
tions must live on. 

 It might have been appropriate if the 
senior managers in our province, along with 
their professional organizations, had stood 
with the rest of us in demanding a full com-
mitment to public education; their voices are 
by far the most influential. This would have 
been and still could be a very honourable 
and productive use of their time and effort. 
But as their role is to execute and smooth 
the downward slide of our system, they are 
-- by government reckoning -- the most valu-
able component of the school community, 
and as a result, no matter what happens 
they will be safe as houses.  

 So – 3rd reading looms. Wednesday 
May 19th it will all be a done deal – what 
will remain is our obligation to teach all our 
kids and care for our schools with much 
less. Right now in our valley there are long 
time teachers and support workers who are 
experiencing a terrible crushing sadness as 
they watch the labours of a lifetime and the 
advances of generations abandoned; their 
carefully crafted programs gutted, their work 
and dedication trivialized by neglect.

 It is personal. It is bloody. And these are 
the only things which identify this budget 
process as human.

By Eden Haythornthwaite
 I don’t usually make the classic error 

of speaking to the unmovable people at the 
top of the heap. I have found it is a waste 
of time, vigour and thought. However, as 
the Minister of Education has chosen to 
interpret the posting of compliance budgets 
galore from all our school districts in BC as 
evidence we are taking care of our kids, 
I will make an exception to an otherwise 
sterling rule. 

Galling isn’t it? We have been telling 
trustees for years if they file cutback bud-
gets this action effectively says the funding 
is more or less in line with needs. School 
Boards slash and burn and hang on to a 
few miserable kopeks in case of dire emer-
gencies and find themselves -- after all this 
-- hauled up in front of the Leg by a bunch 
of extremist carnivores as fine examples 
of what a far out job the ministry is doing 
funding public education. 

Even when boards submit these sad 
ass needs budgets in tandem, they get 
lost in the shuffle. No one in government 
reads the fine print documenting the brutal 
experience in our districts once the budget 
is passed and sent off to the ministry – evi-
dently, ministerial staff don’t pour over our 
Student Success Budget crying out in alarm 
over the discrepancy between what they 
supply and what we clearly need. 

For boards, the message is plain -- You 
pass it; you wear it. What is worse -- you 
become the poster child for the ministry 
propaganda machine – smiling eerily with 
the broken programs and rapidly unwinding 
services lying off to one side in a smoking 
heap no one can see due to clever pho-
tography. 

So this one’s for you Minister Dr. Mac-
Diarmid – drilling down for $3 million in cuts 
has taken its toll on our valley schools and 
trustees, just so you can bay about the suc-
cessful completion of yet another budget 
which meets the threats of section 111 of 
the School Act but little else.

 
Dear Ms. MacDiarmid: 

“We passed 3rd reading of the cut-
back budget last Wednesday in an open 
meeting at Quamichan School. We also 
passed something we like to call our 
Student Success Budget which features 
a measured account of the funding we 
would need to weave an excellent learn-
ing and working environment after years 
of underfunding. Our board even de-
cided to send you our Student Success 
Budget first, hoping you might give it a 
passing glance before slipping it into the 
bottom of a parrot cage undistracted by 
the warmth of the compliance budget. 
That one will arrive to be sure and no 

later than June 15 – so don’t worry. We 
are sure you will be delighted with our 
handiwork. 

Out of the $3 million shortfall you 
have imposed this year, we have ripped 
almost $1.9 million from programs and 
services which directly affect the learn-
ing environment in our schools. 

Our alternate program, our intensive 
behaviour programs in three schools, 
student achievement teaching time, 
custodial services and bussing, took the 
biggest hits. To bring our budget in line 
with your parameters we have for the 
second year in a row imposed a five-day 
cut to instruction. 

We are cutting $337,502 from our 
alternate program based on complying 
with a complete revision of the role of 
alternate education originating from 
your ministry. Something tells me no one 
actually bothered to seek the counsel 
of people who support and understand 
the role of alternate programs. This has 
nothing to do with caring for the learn-
ing needs of those kids who have great 
barriers in their lives – it is just about 
making this system smaller, less re-
sponsive and more industrial. In the era 
of data and grad rate worship, kids with 
challenges are not a priority. And this 
budget makes that crystal clear. We may 
as well hand out colourful brochures to 
all our “at risk” children telling them to 
bugger off. Except of course, we can’t 
afford the printing costs. 

We have removed the intensive 
behaviour programs in three district 
schools. The kids who need this crucial 
level of engagement will now be tossed 
back into the regular classroom – and 
we don’t have the resources to meet 
the compositions as it is. But what the 
hell – it will save us $196,783. 

As it stands, we have cut a big chunk 
of our student achievement time for a 
grand savings of $89,332. Supplemental 
staffing will now be reduced at Alexan-
der, Koksilah and Quamichan Schools 
and will be eliminated at Cowichan 

Secondary. 
Generally, this nurtures small group 

learning -- vital to those kids who need 
just that bit more to succeed. They 
flourish in these environments. We can 
now experiment further on how they will 
manage without it. 

Over the last few years custodians 
had their cleaning areas increased by 
about 25% and lost half the summer 
cleanup time. Now we have cut more 
custodians as well as the time the surviv-
ing staff have over the year to complete 
their work. 

Parents and teaching staff have long 
observed the deterioration in our school 
cleanliness despite the best efforts of 
these people. The schools are not as 
clean as once they were and our custo-
dians are run ragged trying to maintain 
standards. Somehow, the environments 
in which our children spend their days 
receive little thought when we are tear-
ing through the sofa cushions to find 
your money. 

The health and safety of our kids and 
staff are placed in further jeopardy but 
we did save $355,355. 

Cowichan School District operates 
the largest transportation system in our 
valley and as we are a far flung, spread 
out area, we need it. In this time of cli-
mate charters, peak oil, environmental 
degradation, monitoring of the carbon 
footprint and green house gas emis-
sions we should be celebrating this 
feature of our service. Instead, bussing 
is seen as a frivolous ritual no one re-
ally needs. 

Our senior staff does not know exact-
ly how the loss of nine bus drivers and 
their routes will translate into a useful 
plan to get all our kids safely to school 
and home again. But this is not about 
service or effectiveness -- it is about 
the power to redirect the accumulated 
public assets of communities into pri-
vate oblivion. But then you must already 
know that, since you have co-signed the 

Turn to For Minister MacDiarmid, p 13

This one’s for you Minister Dr. MacDiarmid
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projection for public education fund-
ing through to 2013. It appears transport-
ing our kids is a luxury we can’t afford. 
The principle behind our superb bussing 
is safety, equality of access and encour-
agement of attendance. This year we 
have carved away 20% of the transpor-
tation budget -- $318,568. I wonder what 
next year holds. 

Finally – the five-day cut will bring 
a harvest of $268,000 to this district at 
a cost to our least well paid employees 
and the families who must meet added 
child care costs or just stay home from 
work -- not to mention loss of teaching 
time for the kids. I have to congratulate 
the great thinkers who conjured this up, 
a crushing affirmation of the destiny our 
public schools are facing – shrink and 
shrivel but at least for now we can cash 
in the weeks of instruction at a quarter 
of a million dollars a crack as long as we 
add a few nanoseconds to each day to 
compensate. 

Seriously – it is effortless to balance 
the budget if you don’t provide the ser-
vice and that is what we are doing. And 
we were so damn determined to meet 
the rigours of your bottom line, we did 
not even bother to follow our School 
Calendar Bylaw #4 which itself derives 
from the BC School Act. I guess some 
laws are more equal than others. 

During the 2nd reading, the board 
majority amended the budget and threw 
our Substance Intervention Program/
Counsellor under the bus. This freed 
up $35,000 for other district needs, no 
doubt very deserving. However, should 
any of our kids run afoul of our zero tol-
erance district Substance Abuse Policy 
#5120 they must become involved with 
counselling and treatment before being 
allowed back in school. The good folks 
at the Employee & Family Assistance 
Program (EFAP) have offered this service 
to our students so they can return to 
school and get the help they need within 
days of being suspended for a substance 
offence. There are very limited options 
other than this program and those that 
do exist have long waiting lists. 

So we have balanced our budget by 

cutting lose our troubled youngsters in 
every way it is possible to do this while 
piously hanging on to our strict codes 
of discipline. 

So Minister…please don’t cheerlead 
for your government because boards 
have managed to complete the budget 
process on time and within the money 
margin – it was easy, you see. You have 
wisely secured the services of a well 
paid loyal coterie of professionals in 
each district, unswervingly devoted to 
dialling back public education on behalf 
of your ministry and the Treasury Board. 
They have performed as required and 
the elected people have come off like 
chumps. 

Further, it is just bad manners to 
force feed trustees on threats of firing 
for failing to balance their budgets and 
then attribute their acquiescence to a 
victorious moment of public education 
solvency. 

Let’s not kid anyone – this time-con-
suming yearly torment is not a technical 
necessity but an ideological choice. 

Your choice. 
You have extracted your balanced 

budgets from the hides of our commu-
nities. 

And we have never felt so bankrupt. 
And everybody knows…” 

Everybody knows that the dice are 
loaded 

Everybody rolls with their fingers crossed 
Everybody knows that the war is over 
Everybody knows the good guys lost 
Everybody knows the fight was fixed 
The poor stay poor, the rich get rich 
That’s how it goes 
Everybody knows 
Everybody knows that the boat is leaking 
Everybody knows that the captain lied 
Everybody got this broken feeling 
Like their father or their dog just died 
Everybody talking to their pockets 
Everybody wants a box of chocolates 
And a long stem rose 
Everybody knows… 
  --Lyric: Leonard Cohen 

Eden Haythornthwaite is a school trustee for the 
Cowichan Board of Education.

For you Minister MacDiermid, from page 12

By Tim Pheotist

In the Province, every Friday 
In the Province, it’s rabbit pie day. 
So, every Friday that ever comes along, 
I get up early and sing this little song 

Run rabbit - run rabbit - Run! Run! Run! 
Run rabbit - run rabbit - Run! Run! Run! 
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! 
Goes the Premier’s gun. 
Run, rabbit, run, rabbit, run. 

Run rabbit - run rabbit - Run! Run! Run! 
Don’t give the Premier his fun! Fun! Fun! 
He’ll get by 
Without his rabbit pie 
So run rabbit - run rabbit - Run! Run! Run! *

Many LIN readers will recognize this little ditty – albeit your angry economist has taken 
liberties with the villain.

Actually I’m not the first to adjust this lyric. It was used in WW II to satirize Adolph Hitler 
and became a very effective jab at that era’s particular political monster.

 In your writer’s mind, Premier Campbell’s budgetary guns have replaced the original 
unfriendly farmer’s blunderbuss, featured in the original lyric. Full credits are noted at the 
end of this piece.

So what’s with the rabbits?  Not an obvious econometric model animal, you might 
observe.

But, at least for sleepy Victoria, and perhaps for Mr. Campbell’s vision of British Colum-
bia, rabbits make rather bitter economic stew for many, at the moment.

The culling of the rabbit population on the University of Victoria campus – now rather 
old news – featured images of heartless administrators devising ways of dooming the bur-
rowing bunnies to certain death.

A rabbit holocaust, no less, and all for the sake of a tidier balance sheet.
Harking back to the WW II version of the song for a moment, many have found a certain 

bossiness pervades university administrations these days, which would not be out of place 
with fabled German methodical efficiencies – but that’s a stew for another day.

Now don’t misunderstand me. I don’t seek to trivialize the atrocities that necessitated 
the allied responses to Hitler’s madness or to unfairly impugn modern day Germany.

But, unfortunately and increasingly in the developed world, modern day parallels can 
be drawn, and usually in the name of economic purity. Can we call it Economic Cleansing?

Just as David Turpin, UVic president, looks to efficiently cull his rabbit population, so 
we see the same instinct to cull in the administration of Premier Gordon Campbell – and 

let’s not leave out Prime Minister Stephen Harper – economist extraordinaire.
The difference is that the policies of Campbell and Harper are intended to cull people 

– not rabbits. 
The cuts in social and medical services will surely kill Canadian citizens.
The cuts in educational services and increased costs of higher education will certainly 

deny much of our intellectual talent the opportunity to contribute to Canada’s future. The 
loss of this talent will cost future lives.

The promotion and support for unelected private medical P3 entities provide private 
profit a long-term licence to kill Canadians.

If this economic culling doesn’t kill people the exercise in cost saving will have failed.
In short the plans of Harper and Campbell are designed to kill significant segments of 

the population.
Deficit reduction requires population reduction. It’s that simple. When you read that 

services must be cut to reduce deficit spending, understand that “services” must be read 
for many as “life sustaining necessities”. 

The individual citizen, now, must have a viable and positive economic value or must 
be regarded as nothing more than a “cost”.  Many of the population are “costs”. That’s a 
fact of life that has always been with us and always will be. What to do? Harper/Campbell 
like the “culling” solution. Do you? 

Any business person can tell you that it’s easy to polish up the balance sheet if debt 
and costs are eliminated. But business doesn’t work that way.

In the Harper/Campbell world things are different. 
Debt and costs are identified as “services” utilized by the population. Thus much of the 

“cost” of government can be reduced by ensuring a reduction in the population.
This isn’t a new trick. Wartime economies rely on generational culling. Post war econo-

mies rely on selective reduction of services to costly segments of the population. If the 
budgetary knife is used as a scalpel, the theory is that selective, quality regeneration will 
once again afford positive economic growth. This strategy has never worked and will never 
work. It leads to societal breakdown and inevitable mass destruction.

Look at the disturbances in today’s world – all born of economic inequality.
The Harper/Campbell campaign theme, emblazoned on their election banners must 

be – “CULLING FOR CAPITAL”.
These economic models are inhumane and the time has come to dump them in favour 

of policies that serve and protect the population in its entirety.
We must stop governing to serve the interests of private profit. We must revalue human 

labour and reduce capital control.
Back to the rabbits, then. Your angry economist believes there is a better way of living 

with rabbits – or other wildlife for that matter – than killing and culling.
Certainly our human population should never again be a target of economic culling – 

and that is exactly what our current Canadian governments have in mind for many of us.
So, think rabbits and understand that the farmer’s got a gun and is looking to put you 

in his pie.
What are you going to do? Fight back or run?

*From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
Run Rabbit Run is a song written by Noel Gay and Ralph Butler. The music was by Noel Gay 

and the song was originally sung by Flanagan and Allen.
This song was written for Noel Gay’s show “The Little Dog Laughed” which opened on 11 October 

1939, at a time when most of the major London theatres were closed. It was a popular song during 
World War II, especially after Flanagan and Allen changed the lyrics to poke fun at the Germans (eg. 
Run Adolf, Run Adolf, Run, Run, Run...).

Run Rabbit, Run Rabbit

Harper and Campbell -- culling for capital
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COMMENTARY

Story and photos by Theresa Wolfwood

NADA ELIA  CA this one’s for you Minister Dr. MacDiarmid LLS  
FOR ACTION

 “I am a black South African, and if I were to change the names, a description of what 
is happening in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank could describe events in South Africa.”  
   --Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

Service: “...or the three immigrants [three of the Quartet came from Russia], carrying a 
rifle in one hand and a violin in the other is the ultimate Zionist statement” and  their record 
label which says, “They now enjoy the status of Distinguished IDF [Israel Defence Force] 
, playing for troops thrice weekly when the JQ is in Israel.”

Campaigners inside Israel (http://boycottisrael.info) are now calling on the Pixies, a 
US rock band, to cancel their Tel Aviv concert and to join the Palestinian call for boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions.  Boycott supporters say, “If you care about justice, if you care 
about justice to the Palestinian people, if you care about the Israeli people, please add 
your voice to those calling for a saner policy with justice for all – and refuse to perform in 
Israel until there is freedom here.” 

Some artists who refused South African engagements while apartheid ravaged that 
country are joining the boycott of Israel. Canada’s own Margaret Atwood, who read at 
Chapters here last year, so far has expressed no compunctions about accepting a $50,000 
literary prize from Israel.

Dr. Elia is enthusiastic and optimistic, because of the justice of the cause and the pace 
of this BDS movement and its fast growing support, that non-violent resistance will soon 
convince Israelis to call on their government to create a peaceful and just end to the oc-
cupation and repression of Palestine. 

Aharon Shabtai, Israel’s greatest living poet, writes, “I do not believe that a State that 
maintains an occupation, committing on a daily basis crimes against civilians, deserves to 
be invited to any kind of cultural event. That is, it is anti-cultural; it is a barbarian act masked 
as culture in the most cynical way. It manifests support for Israel, and…that sustains the 
occupation.”

ALI ABUNIMAH SPEAKS ABOUT A BOLD PROPOSAL

Beyond PALESTINE 101: NADA ELIA AND ALI ABUNIMAH   

Dr. Nada Elia, academic and activist, a Palestinian from 
the Diaspora of millions, does not give a lecture on Palestine 
101, she thinks we should all know the situation there by now. 
Instead she talks about non-violent resistance to the Israeli 
apartheid policies and the occupation of Palestine. In 2005, 
170 organizations in Palestine called on the world to boycott 
Israel as rights activists had responded for the call to boy-
cott South Africa. The BDS (boycott, divestment, sanctions) 
movement is now in full swing with many more supporting 
organizations across the world.

 After Apartheid became law in South Africa, the boycott 
started quietly in Europe in 1959.  It built from there, particu-
larly in the UK where in 1961 the British Musicians Union 
adopted a policy decision that its members should not per-
form in South Africa as long as apartheid existed. It grew in 
importance until, in 1994, apartheid ended with free elections. 

Dr. Elia said that what boycotts against South Africa took 
the first 20 years to achieve has already happened in five years in the Boycott Israel move-
ment. There are already many successes of consumer boycotts -- European rejection of 
food products,  Ahava beauty products also are being boycotted in Europe, dockworkers 
in South Africa refusing to unload Israeli goods. In South Africa a coalition of Palestinian 
solidarity movements started a major Israeli boycott campaign March 30, asking consumers 
to boycott all Israeli products via the “Guerrilla Shopping” campaign, first in Johannesburg 
and later in other cities.

In Ireland the protest against Veolia, (a French company planning to construct Jerusa-
lem’s Apartheid Rail system and working on the illegal Tovlan landfill in the West Bank), 
goes to Dublin’s City Hall to ask city council not to renew or sign any more contracts with 
this multinational. The Swedish owned H&M department store is the object of BDS activists 
in Sweden because it is opening its second store in Israel, in Malcha Mall in Jerusalem.

Dr. Elia showed films and told stories of how polite persistent shoppers convinced Costco 
and Trader Joe’s to stop selling Israeli produce in Washington State. Shortly thereafter Israeli 
produce started to appear in western Canada’s supermarkets. Divestment from companies 
doing business in Israel and Israeli companies is already happening. Universities in the US 
and UK have committed to divestment.  University of California-Berkeley (UC) students 
passed a motion in the university senate urging UC divestment from companies that supply 
Israel with materials used by their military. 

The government of Norway has removed Israel’s Elbit Systems Ltd. from the country’s 
vast global pension-fund portfolio because the pension fund’s council on ethics has found 
that investment in Elbit Systems “constitutes an unacceptable risk of contribution to serious 
violations of fundamental ethical norms as a result of the company’s integral involvement 
in Israel’s construction of a separation barrier on occupied territory” in the West Bank. Elbit 
Systems develops and manufactures defence electronic systems for surveillance, intel-
ligence and communication amongst other things.

Dr. Elia spoke about the importance of the new and growing cultural and academic 
boycott of Israel; she explained that neither academia nor culture are neutral and that Israel 
uses both to support its apartheid and military policies. Israel is very concerned about its 
“image” and funding artists, cultural events and academia is part of its effort to improve its 
image and “re-brand Israel”. Unfortunately this government will not yet consider changing 
its policies so the resistance continues. 

After Israel’s brutal assault on Gaza, the BDS activists initiated March 30 as Global BDS 
Day of Action which is also Palestinian Land Day of Resistance to Israel’s land theft, coloni-
zation, occupation and apartheid. On March 30, BDS activists around the world engaged in 
demonstrations and creative actions to mark the day of action. In Victoria activists, joining 
other actions across Canada, picketed Mountain Equipment Coop which carries a number of 
Israeli products.  The boycott against Chapters Indigo has been in effect since 2006 because 
owners of Chapters-Indigo founded the Heseg Foundation to support people from outside 
Israel with no family in the country to join the Israeli military and oppress Palestinians. In 
January 2009 this foundation gave $160,000 (tax-free because of its Canadian charitable 
status) in gifts to Israeli soldiers who were involved in the Gaza invasion.

Academia is involved in Israel’s war on Palestine. Much of the arms research and de-
velopment for the Israeli army takes place in Israeli universities where the designs of the 
wall and colonies built on stolen land are also created.  When each of the 9,000 faculty 
members of Israeli universities were contacted to sign a petition that asked for easing 
restrictions of movement of Palestinians at checkpoints and within the country –  40 were 
willing to sign it! Only those who have fought in the military can attend Israeli universities, 
so Arab Israelis, the 20 percent of the population who are banned from military service, 
cannot attend these universities. Another example of Apartheid. 

Dr .Elia said that Israel is spending more than $2 million to repair its image, “to re-brand”, 
by funding cultural events and performers abroad and at home. The BDS movement is call-
ing on artists everywhere not to go to Israel. Santana has cancelled his tour and U2 have 
decided not to go to Israel; activists are contacting Elton John to cancel his performance 
there. (See: www.acbi.org) Canada’s Leonard Cohen, who sings a lot about peace, ignored 
requests not to perform in Israel, (including from his early teenage Montreal girlfriend; she 
is now active in Jewish organizations that support the right of Palestine.) When he tried 
to give some of his profit to Palestinian organizations, they refused it saying, “We want 
justice not handouts.” 

The call for musicians not to perform in Israel is intended to challenge the normal life 
of Israelis who can enjoy life in a bubble of culture while Palestinians cannot enjoy such a 
lifestyle under occupation. But some Israelis understand the situation and support these 
boycott calls and join some of the many citizen groups that are working for justice – with 
members who are both Israeli and Palestinian. 

While many would think classical music has no politics, campaigners who disrupted 
concerts in the UK by the Jerusalem Quartet would disagree; they quote the Israeli Press 

Ali Abunimah, founder of the electronic inti-
fada website and author of ONE COUNTRY: A Bold 
Proposal to End the Israeli-Palestinian Impasse, is 
committed to non-violent action and support for justice 
in Palestine. His family were expelled from Palestine in 
1948 and he grew up with his parents’ memories and 
history. They were evicted from their homes near Beth-
lehem and Jerusalem by Israel in 1947-8.

In his book he writes, “My mother remembers the day 
she left Lifta and my grandfather calmed his daughters: 
‘Why are you crying? Why should you take anything 
with you? We are coming back in a few days. It will all 
be finished.”…they mounted the back of a rented truck 
and trundled off, never to return.”

 The Nakba had begun; it ended with the forced exile 
of nearly one million people. “So it was that my mother, 
the ‘stranger’ [Ben-Gurion’s word] was gone from the 

home where she was born, and in her place and that of three-quarters of the Palestinian 
population dispersed in those terrible days, the State of Israel arose.” 

Abunimah says that many believe that the dwelling on memories and past history 
prevents reconciliation, but he is clear that the history of this exile is always at the centre 
of any argument about the legitimacy of Israel. 

He started his presentation by talking about Canada. He said that Michael Ignatieff had 
a private helicopter ride over Palestine in 2002 and later commented he had been looking at 
a Bantustan. Now he is as complicit as all Canadian politicians. But when Abunimah entered 
Canada he was impressed by our welcome signs, “Hello/Bonjour”. He sees Canada as a 
model of a nation where two languages and two cultures are recognized and respected; 
he used to really admire Canada. 

It saddens him to see Canada behaving uncritically towards Israel.  This extends to our 
government trying to criminalize criticism o the state of Israel as “anti-Semitic”.  On US and 
Canadian campuses the term Apartheid has been attacked, but as human rights experts 
know, the policies of Israel, a state where only one ethnic group can buy land or immigrate 
is clearly within the legal definition of apartheid– a system of law that denies rights to some 
citizens and not to others. Canadian human rights and social justice groups that support 
human rights for Palestinians have had their funding slashed by the government.

Peace must be based on how Palestinians and Israelis treat each other now in a situation 
of domination and inequality. The road to that peace is non-violent resistance supported by 
people who respect human dignity around the world and in Israel. He said that not every 
Jewish person everywhere supports the military policies of Israel. He believes Judaism 
teaches respect for life and human values.

The present situation is one of injustice for some and insecurity for all. Palestinians 
are governed by Israel in the West Bank through a Vichy-style collaborating Palestinian 
Authority. The people there cannot vote for their real rulers; nor can they travel freely within 
the West Bank and at any time they can be subject to community or home invasion by 
the Israeli army and arbitrary detention or imprisonment. They cannot drill wells or control 
water systems, and have to buy services from Israel at a much higher price than Israelis 
pay – all this adds up to apartheid.

There is an obvious imbalance of power. Israel has an enormous, well-equipped army 
and is a major nuclear weapons power. The strength and energy of social movements is 
changing many situations in the world and it has the power to change this one. Israel does 
not want to become a global pariah like South Africa became – isolated with a loss of le-
gitimacy. By constructing colonies on stolen land and destroying homes and farms, Israel 
is actually de-legitimizing itself. People who really want peace in this region should publicly 
condemn Israel’s actions and act to end its privileged relationship with our government.

The government of Israel is beginning to see it cannot bomb its way into legitimacy 
– either in Lebanon or Gaza. Gaza has become a repository for unwanted humans – life 
there is beyond cruelty – an open air prison. Years ago Gaza was self-sufficient in food 
production and exported agricultural crops – now half the land is beyond use because 
irrigation systems, cisterns, ponds, pumps and wells were bombed and destroyed.  A 
“fire-free zone” 1-2 km. wide along the border takes away 30 percent of agricultural land.  
Gaza has endured systemic destruction of its infrastructure – half of its schools and clin-
ics were destroyed or severely damaged in the war. Under a relentless blockade, Gaza 
people have to depend on inadequate and uncertain aid. Abunimah says the goal of Israel 
is to force them to submit.

Abunimah says that the vision of Canada as a model of two cultures can show the way 
for Israel to accept this solution and give human dignity and security to all. He said that 
unfortunately Zionists have destroyed acceptance of Jews in Arab countries, yet histori-
cally Jews lived in peace with Arabs and were protected by them. His bold proposal is one 
growing in acceptance: one nation of Israelis and Palestinians with many cultures and 
groups – like Canada.

Power is not having to listen; so far the government of Israel is more interested in at-
tacking justice activists at home and abroad, trying to deny and de-legitimize their criticism, 
and to sell an image of a nice cultured tourist destination to the world.  South Africa finally 
did listen; its isolation and the boycott campaigns forced its government to make peace 
and end apartheid – where the white minority still enjoys life including economic security. 

            Please turn to Beyond Palestine 101, page 15
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Abunimah says now is a crucial time to end violence of apartheid in Israel and to accept 
the vision of one-state, democratic, multi-ethnic and secular with equality in law and practice. 

The creation of this state would be a vision and hope for other countries in the region 
where people long for justice. The US supports “stability over democracy”, not just in Israel, 
but also Jordan, Egypt and Morocco. There are incredible benefits of a democratic model 
for the whole region. Abunimah says that the one-state solution is a growing grass roots 
movement and that there is no longer a consensus for the two-state solution.  

At the end of his presentation, a small hostile group in the audience tried to denigrate 
what he had said. Abunimah answered them thoughtfully and respectfully, asking if any-
thing he had said was factually wrong (no). He said to one angry young woman that if her
family’s property had been stolen because they were Jewish, he would support their claim 
for recompense, and said, “Justice is justice and I support justice everywhere.” The goal 
of equality before the law for all people is a straightforward one.  

He urged Jewish people to recover their rich Jewish culture which is being diminished 
by Zionism. The synagogue in Beirut, destroyed by Israeli bombs in the 2006 war, is 
being rebuilt with Arab help.  Again, Abunimah told his critics that Jews have histori-
cally been safer in Muslim countries. The policies of the state of Israel are ruining that 
support. It is Christian countries that have mistreated Jews – look at European history.

A member of a prominent Israeli family has just written a book and spoken out on 
these issues – a good note on which to end this report and a chance to reflect on two 
similar views of the road to peace in this violence-torn land.

The grandson of former Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, Avindav Begin, 
son of Likud Knesset member Benny Begin, refuses to stand during the Israeli national 
anthem “Hatikva” and participates in protests against the Apartheid Wall. Avindav Begin 
examines the psychological roots of the Jewish-Arab conflict in his new book, End the 
Conflict, published in both Hebrew and Arabic. He does not support policies of either his 
grandfather or his father. He suggests a solution for all religious, national and ideological 
sectors, encouraging everyone to live together as human beings.

Theresa Wolfwood is the director of The Barnard-Boecker Centre Foundation in Victoria. See: 
www.bbcf.ca

Beyond Palestine 101
continued from page 14

By Brian Mason
Capitalism is bad, right? It exploits both 

earth and workers with its voracious twin 
appetites for endless growth and profit maxi-
mization. Enough is never enough. It’s an 
efficient, ever-pounding machine of plunder, 
a riotous celebration of pollution and greed. 
It’s a race to the bottom for workers’ wages 
(read Barbara Ehrenreich’s Nickel and 
Dimed for a ground-level, personal account 
of trying to get by on a house cleaner’s, a 
server’s or a retail clerk’s earnings in the US) 
and a sprint to the top for quarterly profits. 

Without a conscience, a soul, nor even 
a spirit, the capital of capitalism zips around 
the planet at digital speed, exploiting every 
niche, market and sweat shop it can sniff 
out. The system’s innate inequality knows no 
limits, as the tiny number of rich capitalists 
at the top keep getting richer and everyone 
else slides downward.

Capitalism: what’s it good for, anyway? 
Just try some word association for this 
monster: destructive, predatory, exploitative, 
marauding, merciless, conscienceless, 
relentless, ruthless, venal, plutocratic, rest-
less, unforgiving, selfish...There’s more: 
capitalism is “anti” everything of communal 
value, like taxes, unions or regulations, 
moderation and balance. In Ehrenreich’s 
words, we live “in the reign of globalized, 
totalized, paved-over, corporatized every-
thing”. I could go on.

Hold on a minute! That’s not the way it 
is. Capitalism is good! It has generated the 
greatest explosion in wealth and prosperity, 

commodities and inventions, patents and 
progress in the history of civilization. Look 
at all the stuff it has given us. It’s amaz-
ing, and only the free market could have 
accomplished such a feat. Life spans are 
up, birthrates down, terrible diseases have 
been eradicated, drinking water is clean 
and sparkling. Our supermarkets overflow 
with cheap, plentiful food. Everyone has a 
car and a big-screen, vacations in Mexico, 
an iPod. 

What’s to complain about? If you don’t 
like it, you’re jealous; it simply means you’re 
not doing as well as your neighbour or the 
folks you see around you – but you could 
be, if you just worked harder and smarter, 
like any good capitalist worth his Lexus. 
Anything else would be socialism, and we 
all know how bad that is. You could even be-
come Canada’s Warren Buffet, if you tried. 
After all, it’s not called the free market be-
cause it has barriers. Get with the program!

Actually, I’m not sure. In fact, I hardly 
think about the system I live and work under, 
whether it’s good or bad. I’ve got a job (no 
pension, though), government health care, 
a good neighbourhood public school for my 
kids. When I get up in the morning, I just 
trundle unquestioningly off to work, trying 
not to lift up my eyes too often to have a 
look around. 

Don’t get me thinking. Besides what 
could I do about the situation, even if I 
thought we were all on a road to planetary 
ruin? I can’t miss a car payment, skip a 
mortgage installment, or ignore my credit 

card bill. Then there are my kids to shuttle 
around to a million different lessons after 
school and all weekend. So give me a break; 
I just work here. Can’t be bothered even to 
vote, let alone read up on the candidates 
and what they stand for -- or against. Yeah, 
sure, I see the homeless everyday and I’ve 
heard the fish are all disappearing; but, you 
know, I’ve got my niche and it ain’t too bad, 
so don’t expect me to show up on Earth Day.

But here’s the rub, regardless of which 
camp you’re in – capitalism is bad, good, 
or “I don’t know and I don’t care, I just work 
here” – and it’s a big one: no one has a clue 
about HOW to move our civilization from 
where it is to a better, fairer place, even if 
she wanted to or thought we should try. Cap-
italism is all we have at the moment: No seri-
ous contender awaits at stage left. In fact, 
the Left was killed off several scenes ago. 
Free-market capitalism has become this gi-
gantic, frolicking beast poised to devour the 
whole earth. We might all consider jumping 
ship if there actually were another one pass-
ing nearby, with a nice middle-class deck on 
it. Except there isn’t. The social economy – 
you know, those cooperative, local, organic, 
fair trade, shade-grown affairs – has barely 
entered the frame. Serious reform, let alone 
revolution, is not waiting expectantly around 
the corner, or in many people’s hearts, for 
that matter. Besides, people would want a 
smooth transition, small increments toward 
an unpromised land, not a big, disruptive jolt. 
And let me say it again: no one knows how 
to get to a place where the social economy 

Capitalism: Through the Looking Glass
would be predominant. Every one of us is 
too intimately and integrally bound up with 
the capitalist system to stray far from it on 
our own or in small pockets of resistance. 
We’re ensnared. 

As Thomas Frank writes in The Wreck-
ing Crew, where he unfolds the frightening 
tale of how conservatives (wingers, as he 
calls them) got themselves and their cronies 
filthy rich in the process of wrecking and 
dismantling the US federal government, as 
“inequality widens, the clout of money will 
only grow more powerful”. Which means 
we – because Harper and Campbell and the 
rest of the Canadian conservative wreck-
ing crew are just as busy dismantling and 
privatizing government here – are in for a 
long haul, indeed. 

The winners of capitalism are wealthier 
now than they have ever been, are wield-
ing their power to full advantage, making 
themselves even wealthier and further 
widening the gap of income inequality – 
while weakening, isolating or co-opting any 
upstart opposition they find on the fringes of 
our feverish society, especially other politi-
cal parties and progressive labour unions. 

In Frank’s words, we are in for “years 
of hard political work” if we want to rebuild 
a social-democratic society with nurturing, 
community-based values. 

Does anyone have any good ideas, be-
yond switching from Starbucks to Solstice? 

 
Brian Mason lives in James Bay. A version of this 
essay appeared in Victoria’s Street Newz. 

 

By C.A. L’Hirondelle 
I had a bad dream the other night. There 

was an earthquake. I was determined I had 
to get to the seventh floor, of an older build-
ing, in an elevator. This possibly had to do 
with the somewhat mysterious aura of the 
7th floor of the Central Building at 620 View 
Street (downtown Victoria), former home of 
many social change groups. This address 
is etched in my brain from all the time I 
spent there. 

The tiny vintage elevators would shud-
der and shake their way up to the 4th floor 
(poverty, human rights and race relations) 
or up to the sixth (feminism) leaving enough 
time and space for instant fellowship and 
rueful quips about the social-cut-of-the-day. 
Only one elevator went to the 7th floor where 
there were rumours of a baby grand piano 
in the office of the lawyers who made their 
lofty home there. My youngest daughter took 
so many trips with me to that building and 
up that elevator that it was like a second 
home for her. Her pet knitted frog and leg-
less flannel bunny at one point were caught 
trying to break into the large black safe that 
was down the hall from the Together Against 
Poverty office—their fluffy brains not realiz-

ing it was empty and long out of commission. 
But back to the earthquake. Going up to 

the top of an old building in an elevator in 
the middle of an earthquake makes as much 
sense as responding to the earthquake of 
poverty by going up to the ivory tower and 
asking for another poverty report. Since be-
ing involved in social justice groups—going 
on 22 years—I’ve seen report after report 
after report after report until one can only 
wonder if the purpose of poverty reports 
is to create jobs for poverty report writers. 

However, you can’t write social policy 
punditry without committing some hypocrisy 
and making an exception of yourself to the 
rules you make up for others. I once did a 
report on lack of dental care for the income-
less in Victoria. I hung out at the Open Door 
drop-in when it was near Store Street and 
asked people if I could take close-up photos 
of their rotten teeth. I vividly remember the 
generosity of the people who agreed to let 
me do this, and their comments, which I 
also wrote in my report. This was not a paid 
job, I was an “unemployed” single mom at 
the time. These photos were blown up and 
I brought them as part of my report to a 
public meeting of the Health Board (prior to 

it becoming a Health Authority). I remember 
they took the 11x17-sized pictures gingerly 
in their hands, looked at them briefly, re-
coiled ever so slightly, and quickly passed 
them on. Bruce Wallace from VIPIRG then 
also made his presentation about the lack of 
dental health in Victoria. Sometime after this 
the Swift Street Dental Clinic was started. 

Ten years later (2005), I did another 
report, and was actually paid (below-living, 
on-contract, no benefits) to do it. After much 
greying of hair and gnashing of teeth, and 
too many typos from running out of time, 
the Women’s Economic Justice report was 
released in April of 2006. It was one of 
two federally funded (by Status of Women 
Canada, before they ditched feminism) 
projects on guaranteed income. This report 
was a kind of grassroots think-tank by a wide 
variety of low-income women examining the 
benefits, challenges and potential problems 
of guaranteed livable income. So there is my 
mea culpa. Now I can get on with my main 
topic: why we don’t need another Bleeping 
poverty report. What are they good for? In 
most cases, you know the answer. 

But…perhaps I’m wrong. Maybe we will 
soon see mobs taking to the streets with 
placards demanding “We need more poverty 
reports!” Perhaps instead of women rising 
up singing “give us bread but give us roses”, 
they will harmonize, “give us pie charts and 
give us consultations”. Perhaps soup kitch-
ens will stop serving soup and will serve flip 
chart sandwiches instead with magic marker 
aroma-therapy on the side. 

I too have railed against the futility of 
food charities, with their focus on short-term 
band aids over long-term justice. However 
at least people are getting some kind of food 
as a form of (imperfect) harm reduction until 
we can change the economic system that 
creates poverty in the first place, but at least 
it is something practical. And when one com-
pares the lack of justice in a frontline charity, 
to the lack of justice in a charity such as the 
Fraser Institute (registered as a charity with 
Revenue Canada as a “Community Orga-
nization”), there is no comparison. There 
are some 500 think tanks in North America 
and Britain. All of them rely on handouts. 
$Miiilllllions in Handouts. Each Year. All write 
reports on poverty, usually blaming the poor 
for everything, and chastising them mightily 
for relying on handouts. A few think tanks, 
attempt to be sympathetic to the poor. They 
write report after report on poverty too. 

As Robert Theobald wrote way back dur-
ing the 1960s: “To be poor is to have too little 
money. The immediate need of the poor is 
for more money. The immediate need is not 
moral uplift, cultural refinements, extended 
education, retraining programs or makework 

jobs, but more money.” Robert Theobald, 
The Guaranteed Income -- Speech given 
before a leadership conference on the 
Guaranteed Income, Chicago, May 21, 
1966. Theobald was a socioeconomist on 
abundance, futurist, activist and author of 20 
books. He also wrote: “At a time when the 
machines can turn out enough production 
for everybody, it is no longer necessary to 
force people into factories, or into offices, or 
into jobs unless they want a beer…” 

What would he say about the recent 
meeting (May 21, 2010) on poverty con-
vened by the BC government where the 
experts consulted said the poor really don’t 
need more money, and the government’s 
main concern was that anyone might think 
they would do anything about poverty. 
However, I have an idea for a perfect new 
poverty program: pay all the poor people 
to write reports on the ineffectiveness of 
poverty reports. It would be sort of like a 
universal basic income guarantee, but to 
avoid any whiff of socialism, they could call 
it: Post-Poverty Deactivation Consultation 
Rebate. There would be time for people to 
set up think tanks in every neighbourhood. 
It would go something like: “Hey Bob, do 
you think it’s going to rain tomorrow?” Or 
“Hey Glenda, do you think I could have 
your old long-necked home brew bottles? 
I’m thinkin’ of making a new batch of ginger 
beer.” There’d be a whole lotta thinkin’ going 
on, but it would be a lot more fun than the 
rancid thoughts produced by current think 
tanks. Either this, or we mash up all those 
poverty reports and turn them into paper 
maché homes for the homeless—suitable 
for photo-ops, and then conveniently dis-
solving in the rain, thus creating an endless 
need for more poverty reports and bringing 
an answer to the question: what are they 
good for? 

For more info go to: www.livableincome.org or 
email: gli2020@shaw.ca

Let them eat povery reports!

Ron reviews:
THEREFORE CHOOSE, by K. Oatley, 
GOOSE LANE BOOKS

 This novel straddles WW2.  It is a ro-
mance triangle featuring an English med 
student in Germany, the German woman 
he loved and his German friend who got 
the woman.  

The highlight of the book is the violent 
change in peoples’ lives when their friend-
ships are pressured by the division forced 
on them by war.  Other highlights are the 
Belsen concentration camp experience and 
the postwar reconstruction.  The novel is far 
from a Harlequin. It is a good read.

      --Ron MacIsaac
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By Bo Filter
Earth day has once more come and gone quietly. Subduing the earth keeps on going 

at record pace, and now we have the Gulf of Mexico oil-gush disaster. Many don’t want to 
put on the brakes. In laying blame, I’m frequently told to let God sort it out. So we see the 
avoidance of responsibility continuing on in human affairs. For a moment, however, let’s 
put responsibility squarely on human shoulders.

Firstly, environmental destruction, pollution and razing of the planet are not the work of 
other species. About two species an hour go extinct, according to David Suzuki’s research 
group. The Brundtland Commission, formally the World Commission on Environment and 
Development, known by the name of its Chair Gro Brundtland, was convened by the United 
Nations in 1983. It stated that the normal species extinction rate is only one per year. The 
extinction rate of two per hour may be even higher by now. 

So we have to ask, what is behind our seeming race to exterminate life on earth? This 
question has been answered over and over again as a base element in the capitalist model 
of business—the unquenching thirst for profit at any cost. To achieve a steady stream of 
record profits, the peoples of the world are conscripted into all types of jobs that ravage 
the land. So the fundamental problem is the pressure capitalism puts on the land. To stop 
killing the planet, we have to take the pressure off the environment. Let it grow and recover, 
while we end our poisoning and polluting.

So how do we do this? What are the imperatives we need to save earth?

Imperative one: UNIVERSAL GREEN EMPLOYMENT
Give everyone in the world green jobs, work that is neutral to environmental damage 

if not restorative. 

Imperative two: UNIVERSAL GUARANTEED MINIMAL ANNUAL INCOME 
Give everyone in the world a guaranteed income. Many people express the desire 

to end their planet-destructive jobs. Easing the pressure on the planet by not having to 
do harmful work to survive, millions could turn to a life of contemplation, self-reflection, 
volunteerism, etc. Tremendous self-healing and advancement for community, nation, and 
beyond can be obtained.1

Several ways of doing this have been proffered. Several mechanisms already exist to 
curb the vast accumulating money supply. What we fail to realize is that a mushrooming 
money supply already exists but curbing mechanisms are not in place because the elite 
gain advantage from a growing money supply, as in the example of being able to buy 
property on which the poor cannot even afford to make a down payment. What’s more, an 
elite-dominated media allows them to demonize welfare for the poor, stirring the middle-
class to begrudge the poor. This takes the heat off the private banking elite who print and 
oversee the spending of vast monies on their own pet projects. 

Done globally, a living guaranteed income would immediately end world starvation. 
According to UNICEF Canada, each day 35,000 children die from malnutrition and related 
diseases.2 This daily atrocity is caused by predatory capitalism. Poor nations are stripped 
of their resources and thus economic viability by militarized global corporations, what Mus-
solini in World War II called corporatism, as a form of his fascist party, also referred to now 
as globalization and the NEW WORLD ORDER.

Imperative three: END WAR: CLOSE MILITARY BASES WORLD-WIDE 
The pre-existing conditions that have led to the initiation of every war in history were 

avoidable. Therefore war has never been necessary; nor is war genetic.3 The money 
saved would easily fund all the green jobs and emergency measures needed to repair 
and sustain the planet.

Imperative four: END FANTASY-BASED CAPITALISM
From inception, capitalism was predicated on unsustainable infinite growth. The model of 

infinite growth is based on a simplistic early century delusion that the world possesses infinite 
resources and infinite space on which to exploit resources. Capitalism was born long before 
the earth was discovered to be spherical and finite. Fantasy-bred and outdated concepts 
running the modern world constitute a recipe for disaster, which we are watching unfold.

Imperative five: EMPLOY CYCLICAL GREEN ECONOMY 
Another myth must be discarded: that waste somehow disappears when we “throw it 

away”. Waste becomes environmental contamination. In a green economy, manufacturers 
take responsibility for the entire life of their products, to be returned for recycling. Waste 
products are not thrown away but used on other fashionable products or neutralized to be 
returned to the environment safely. Such cradle to grave manufacturing stops the enormous 
waste being dumped into landfills and oceans. 

Imperative six: ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP
The question becomes, “Who is responsible for all the damage and poison?” Should the 

front line workers come from corporate families who profited from environmental damage? 
Should they clean up the toxic waste sites? Should the workers be picked randomly from 
the population? Should the masses of poor who gained little, if anything, from the damage 
be forced to clean up the mess? Scientists and technologists will have to be employed to 
find ways to neutralize toxins and turn some of them back to life-enhancing substances. 
Certainly one shameful gift to future generations we will not be able to escape is the legacy 
of nuclear waste. In the first phase of cleanup, high quality, recyclable containment facilities 
have to be constructed.

Imperative seven: OCEAN MORITORIUM
All large scale harvesting of plants, fish, other animals, and petroleum extraction must 

stop. We must permanently stop all dumping of waste into the world’s oceans. Again, the 
childish myth of throw away, magically throwing our waste into non-existence, must be 
challenged and defeated. Dead zones in the oceans did not begin until after 1970. 

The UN Environment Program published its first Global Environment Outlook Year 
Book in March 2004, reporting 146 dead zones in the world’s oceans where marine life 
could not be supported due to depleted oxygen levels. Some of these were as small as a 
square kilometre, but the largest dead zone covered 70,000 square kilometres.4 A 2008 
study counted 405 dead zones worldwide.5 

We have precious few years to save the ocean ecosystems. Pretending that the oceans 
are fine or putting the cleanup onto future generations is unconscionable. On May 17, 
Pavan Sukhdev, head of the UN Environment Program’s green economy initiative, told 
journalists in New York that the world faces the nightmare possibility of fishless oceans by 
2050 without fundamental restructuring of the fishing industry.6 

How many dead zones will be created by the Gulf of Mexico oil gusher? If we fail to 
stop the corporations, who are out of control, then the final destruction of the oceans marks 
our unwillingness to live on earth.

Imperative eight: STOP SPECIES HABITAT DESTRUCTION 
With the end of capitalism, vast tracts of lands can be protected for wild life. Poaching 

of endangered species will stop. With a guaranteed income, poachers will be able to turn 
their attention to a productive green life-style. Environmental scientists and protection of-
ficers will be hired to oversee reconstructive habitat for endangered and threatened species.

Imperative nine: MAKE FRESH WATER – GREEN THE DESERTS
All land species of life need fresh water. According to a 2006 United Nations report: 

“Only one per cent of the total water resources on earth is available for human use. While 
70 per cent of the world’s surface is covered by water, 97.5 per cent of that is salt water.”7 
All that salt water need not be wasted. What many people don’t realize is that a huge 
global energy system is waiting for us to tap—evaporation. We can make tons of fresh 
water using evaporation. 

According to the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, over 2.5 trillion gal-
lons of water evaporate into the atmosphere every day.8 We can easily pump sea water to 
the deserts, then, let the searing sun evaporate the water. Trapping the evaporation would 
produce water that could drip irrigate the deserts, which would quickly blossom. Seeds from 
surrounding areas blow into the deserts. The seeds need only a small amount of water to 
begin life. Tropical forests would grow and lakes would form. New life-giving ecosystems 
would be created. This is an example of how we introduce new green jobs.

Imperative ten: MOVE TOWARD A PLANT-BASED DIET
Food production research shows that many pounds of plant material and many gal-

lons of fresh water are required to make a single pound of meat.9 The more people who 
have a meat-centered diet, the more stress is placed on the planet to produce grain for 
livestock. Critical rain-forest ecosystems are being destroyed, clear-cut to make way for 
grain production for meat production.

If earth had the same human population as it did 10,000 years ago, high meat consump-
tion would not be a problem, disregarding momentarily the hotly debated ethical issues 
involving meat consumption. From a purely survival standpoint, the question arises as 
to how many meat-centred people the planet can physically sustain versus the number 
of plant-based people the world can sustain. Studies show that we can sustain far more 
people with plant-based diets. 

Ecologists in the 1960s estimated the planet’s human limit to be one billion, given the 
rate of consumption at the time. Today’s population is vastly above the Neolithic era and 
the ecologists’ survival estimate. In 2002, the world’s population was 6.2 billion people. 
The number is expected to increase to approximately 7.2 billion people by 2015.10 You can 
see the increasing numbers in every country around the world at www.breathingearth.net. 
As human population grows, a plant-based diet becomes more imperative. Some heavy 
meat eaters are already moving their diet somewhat, if not for planetary reasons, then for 
reasons of health. More and more doctors are prescribing, “eat more vegetables”. 

Birth rates are particularly high in poor countries. These numbers will start to fall with a 
guaranteed income, as women can afford to take control of their own reproductive cycle. 

Imperative eleven: READ SCHOLARLY BOOKS AND ARTICLES
In an advanced technological world, we need to be politically intelligent, so that our 

technology is used wisely and does not render our existence unviable. We have a lot of 
work to do in this area, as a recent study shows. Both the public as well as politicians 
flunked a civics literacy test. The politicians scored 44 percent, while the public was a bit 
higher at 49 percent. The test was sponsored by the Intercollegiate Studies Institute (ISI). 

“It is disturbing enough that the general public failed ISI’s civic literacy test, but when 
you consider the even more dismal scores of elected officials, you have to be concerned,” 
said Josiah Bunting, chairman of the National Civic Literacy Board at ISI.11 The institute says 
that movies and television dull the civic mind. Conversely, they found that civic knowledge 
is enhanced by discussing public affairs, taking part in civic activities and reading about 
current events and history. 

Current book reading is very low. Pulitzer Prize winning author Chris Hedges says 80 
percent of American families did not buy a book last year.12 There are several reasons for 
this, such as grinding poverty. People who struggle to obtain the basic necessities of life 
find little time and energy to read. Further, this stresses the importance of imperative two: 
a guaranteed survivable income. The majority of books that are read are fiction. We need 
to reestablish a flourishing scholarship. Read scholarly books and articles to balance fic-
tion reading. 13

Imperative twelve: FREEDOM OF THE PRESS
Nothing keeps people thinking far below their civic potential more than a privately owned 

media that corals thinking by various techniques like omitting crucial information adults 
need to make mature decisions.14 Freedom of the press is guaranteed in the Constitution. 
Yet, corporations have been able to privatize the press, giving them inordinate power to 
manage public perception. 

Concentration of control allows a few men at the top to censor and hide vastly important 
issues. One example of this is the out-of-control spending by the private central banks. Not 
only has this story been hidden from the public, even the US government can’t find out how 
much money is being made and spent. For example, the Frank Church Senate Committee 
findings of 1975 revealed that the CIA was receiving secret unrecorded and unaccount-
able funds. Witnesses refused to disclose numbers. In the end, the committee could only 
estimate the amount to be over one trillion dollars annually. They did know, however, that 
the money was spent on crimes, what is euphemistically termed covert operations in CIA 
parlance, in order to make felonies look like necessary national security work.

The 12 imperatives I describe are concepts. Their mechanical constructs are yet to be 
put in place. We can either clean up our act or continue on our current collision course with 
catastrophe. The late famous astronomer Carl Sagan said that we are the only intelligent 
life we know of in the universe. What a shame to throw it all away. To take away the last 
chance to save humanity in our life time, means that we, the living people today, are the 
authors of our own extermination—what a legacy.
Bo Filter is an independent social science researcher, speaker, and author of The Cause of Wars and 
Aggression: Book 1, www.globaljusticepublishing.com.
1. An example one might consider is the psychological discipline and practice of Vipassana, as taught 
by S.N. Goenka For information and schedules, google: vipassana goenka.
2. Cape Breton University. Children’s Rights Centre, 
 http://discovery.cbu.ca/psych/index.php?/children/resources_item/common_questions_about_chil-
drens_rights/
3. Filter, Bo. 2004. The Cause of Wars and Aggression: Book 1. Global Justice Publishing: 
www.globaljusticepublishing.com.
4. Perlman, David. Chronicle Science Editor. Friday, August 15, 2008. Scientists alarmed by 
ocean dead-zone growth. San Francisco Chronical. http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/
c/a/2008/08/15/MNLD12ADSN.DTL#ixzz0oJXTZ2bx
5. Robert J. Diaz and Rutger Rosenberg. August 15, 2008. Spreading Dead ones and Consequences 
for Marine Ecosystems. Science Magazine, Bol. 321. no. 5891, pp. 926 – 929. DOI: 10.1126/sci-
ence.1156401.  http://dx.doi.org/10.1126/science.1156401
6. May 17, 2010 “AFP” -- NEW YORK
7. United Nations Water for Life Decade 2005-2015. Factsheet on Water and Sanitation. 
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/factsheet.html and UN-WWAP, 2006 
8. NASA’s Water Cycle. http://neptune.gsfc.nasa.gov/index.php?section=31.
9. A few sources to consider: the television documentary Food Inc., John Robbins’ 2001 book, The Food 
Revolution, and Jeremy Rifkin’s 1992 book, Beyond Beef. See www.foet.org/books/beyond-beef.html
10. United Nation’s International Decade For Action. Water for Life, 2005-2015. 
http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/factsheet.html and WHO/UNICEF, 2005 
11. US officials flunk test of history, economics, civics. Updated: 2008-11-23. www.chinadaily.com.cn

Saving the earth peacefully -- 12 imperatives
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Review by Theresa Wolfwood
Beyond the general response when 

people ask why one should support fair 
trade – something that I usually sum up as 
a better life for producers and an opportunity 
for consumers to challenge the bottom line 
mentality of ruthless  global corporations -- 
this useful volume offers some very specific 
reasons and specific details of more general 
reasons.

Fair Trade has been growing spectacu-
larly in both quantity and variety of goods 
available. Coffee is always the first product 
that comes to mind – it is the success story 
that inspires more products and producers 
to go Fair Trade.  Yet even that has its doubt-
ers and when big multinationals start saying 
“part” of their sales will be Fair Trade, we 
need to doubt (and not buy their products 
for many other reasons as well). 

 A friend of mine credited in this book 
who works in a solidarity organization had 
her doubts, even though the organization 
runs a fair trade shop;  then she was invited 
to Nicaragua to see a community producing 
fair trade coffee. It was about eight years 
ago when world coffee prices took a drastic 
dive. She saw the community flourishing on 
their guaranteed sales and enjoying the fa-
cilities that part of the price funds – schools, 
clinics, water access, etc. She saw that 
people had time and resources to grow their 

own food crops as well. On the road from 
Managua to the Fair Trade community she 
also saw hundreds of desperate workers, 
laid off and evicted from coffee plantations, 
trying to get into Managua to find work and 
some way to feed their families. The contrast 
convinced her and she returned to the UK a 
strong supporter of Fair Trade. 

Fair Trade coffee producers of Nica-
ragua are proud of their product and the 
respect it garners them. For them to convert 
to organic is easier because they are offered 
training and, because of the premium price,  
they can practice environmental conserva-
tion.  One coffee producer is quoted in the 
book as saying when she was asked about 
Fair Trade, “Buy our coffee because it is 
the best quality, not because we are poor 
farmers.”  I agree. For 20 years I have been 
drinking Fair Trade coffee from Omotepe 
Island in Lake Nicaragua, now marketed as 
Cafe Simpatico by Victoria’s Central Amer-
ica Support Committee.  Simply the best.

Now widely available in Canada, even in 
supermarkets, are Camino cocoa products; 
cocoa powder, hot chocolate mix, chocolate 
chips for baking and an amazing variety 
of chocolate bars. The bars are cleverly 
wrapped so that the story of the coopera-
tive in the Dominican Republic where the 
cocoa trees grow is on the inside of every 
bar. If you need more persuasion, read the 

story (BITTER CHOCOLATE: Investigating 
the dark side of the world’s most seductive 
sweet by Carol Off) of the child slave trade 
and worker exploitation on plantations in 
West Africa which provides most of the 
world’s cocoa.

“Chemical pesticides poison 20,000 
people a year and have been linked to 
Alzheimer’s disease.”                

Fair Trade encourages organic produc-
tion and helps farmers reduce and stop 
the use of dangerous chemical herbicides 
and pesticides. The workers on plantations 
know their health hazards and even asked 
one journalist, “Aren’t you afraid to eat our 
cocoa?”   Workers and consumers both 
benefit from organic production.

Products sold as “organic” in our stores 
may have health advantages, but there is 
no guarantee that the workers producing the 
goods are paid or treated fairly. Only “Fair 
Trade” ensures that.

This book also documents products we 
seldom think about -- such as cotton and 
carpets. Yet cotton production uses more 
pesticides than any other crop. Cotton’s fluc-
tuating prices (helped by subsidized crops 
from EU) and increasing expenses drives 
many Indian cotton farmers to suicide every 
year. Fair Trade guarantees a fixed price 
and support on many levels so small farmers 
don’t feel isolated and powerless. Think of 

50 Reasons to Buy Fair Trade, by Miles Litvinoff and John Madeley, 2007 Pluto Press.  UK
“The mainstream trading system is failing the poor. Fair Trade offers partnership in place of exploitation.”

that when you buy your next cheap T-shirt.
 In Germany in 1990, the campaign for 

fairly produced carpets gave birth to Rug-
mark. This certification ensures -- through 
unannounced inspections and checks -- 
that rugs are made by fairly paid adults or 
families whose children may work an hour 
or two after school. Part of the sale price 
returns to fund education and other com-
munity projects.

The 50 reasons are too many to list 
here – read the book and be inspired to help 
Fair Trade develop in your community. At 
the same time you will be helping save the 
environment, improving the health of many 
workers and consumers, protecting diversity 
and serving notice to big corporations that 
there is a powerful alternative to bottom line 
economics. We can all be an active part of a 
positive and successful transformation that 
is sweeping the world: Fair Trade.

Green “Think Tanks” featured at 
the Organic Islands Festival and  
Sustainability Expo 

Expect more leading edge green products and provocative edu-
cation about sustainable practices from local companies and social 
change organizations at the sixth annual Organic Islands Festival, to 
be held Saturday and Sunday, July 10 and 11, at Glendale Gardens 
and Woodland, 505 Quayle Road, inVictoira.

Festival director Deb Morse has announced that there will be four 
discussion forums that will stimulate and challenge festival goers on 
the subjects of transportation, food security, green buildings, and de-
velopment (including renovations), and raw foods, which will be sure 
to deliver compelling ideas, strategies and tips for greening your life.

At the sixth annual gathering of the best in green on Vancouver 
Island, discover 150 leading green businesses, visionaries and ac-
tivists at Canada’s largest outdoor environmental expo. Join in the 
celebration of what’s working in our communities for people, business 
and the environment. Take up the Sustainability Expo’s challenge to 
“Engage the Change” in your life. Shop for local, natural, inspiring, 
hip products and services at the festival’s unique eco-marketplace 
featuring sustainable solutions for your home, garden, body and soul.

Festival goers can expect to find 150 exhibits, 20 speakers, green 
technology demos, raw food chefs, entertainment, and 10 acres of 
garden trails

Advance tickets, bought before July 9: $10 adults $7.50 senior/
youth. At the gate: $12 adults, $10 senior/youth. 

(plus tax)
For information and advance tickets, go to www.organicislands.

ca or call 250 658-8148.

By Michele Murphy
It seems only fitting that Saanich-Gulf 

Islands was where MP Nathan Cullen chose 
to begin his province-wide tour, Oil & Water, 
Stopping Oil Tanker Traffic & Building Sus-
tainable Alternatives, as this is an issue that 
is very important to Saanich Gulf-Islands 
MP candidate Edith-Loring-Kuhanga.

Cullen kicked-off the tour May 28 with 
Loring-Kuhanga as they met with local 
First Nations leaders, the media, local MLA 
and environment critic Rob Fleming and 
Claremont High’s Global Studies students. 
The busy day finished off with a town hall 
meeting at Saanich Commonwealth Place 
at 7 pm. Over 65 people took in Cullen’s 
presentation and panel discussion with Will 
Horter, ED of Dogwood Initiative and Lana 
Popham, MLA for Saanich-South. Loring-
Kuhanga chaired the lively discussion.

“British Columbians are mortified that 
our federal government is pursuing this proj-
ect even as we watch the disaster in the Gulf 
of Mexico worsen daily,” said Cullen, the MP 
for Skeena-Bulkley Valley. “We have to pro-
tect our coast from oil spills, and that means 
stopping the Enbridge pipeline, banning oil 
super tankers on our coast, and putting a 
permanent moratorium on coastal oil drilling.

Loring-Kuhanga urged people to call 
Conservative MP Gary Lunn and let him 
know they oppose tanker traffic. “I’m ask-

ing Gary Lunn to listen to his constituents 
and take a strong stand,” she said. “My 
hope is that he will listen to the 80% of BC 
citizens that oppose tanker traffic on our 
coast and he will add his voice to the op-
position to the Enbridge pipeline project.” 

Cullen and Loring-Kuhanga had a full 
house at breakfast on Salt Spring as Cul-
len went on to the second stop on the tour. 

Loring-Kuhanga is urging all Saanich-
Gulf Islanders to sign Cullen’s petition 

Oil & Water tour kicks off in Victoria

Saanich-Gulf Islands NDP candidate Edith Loring-Kuhanga chaired the full house 
launch of MP Nathan Cullen’s Oil & Water Tour on May 28.

calling for an immediate 
legislated moratorium on 
offshore drilling and oil 
tanker traffic and asks 
them to write to Lunn 
and let him know that 
you support Bill C-502.

See www. nathan-
c u l l e n . c o m / i s s u e s /
oil_spills to download 
or sign the petition and 
for more information.
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A book commentary by David Orton and 
Helga Hoffmann-Orton

Wind Turbine Syndrome: A Report on 
a Natural Experiment, by Nina Pierpont, MD, 
PhD, K-Selected Books, Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
2009, 292 pages, paperback, ISBN-13: 978-
0-9841827-0-1.

“Symptoms include sleep disturbance, 
headache, tinnitus, ear pressure, dizziness, 
vertigo, nausea, visual blurring, tachycardia, irrita-
bility, problems with concentration and memory, 
and panic episodes associated with sensations 
of internal pulsation or quivering that arise while 
awake or asleep.” p. 26 (Health effects expe-
rienced by some people living near 1.5 to 3 
MW wind turbines, built since 2004.)

“Keep wind turbines at least 2 km (1.25 
miles) away on the flat, and 3.2 km (2 miles) 
in mountains...Second, all wind turbine ordi-
nances should hold developers responsible 
for a full price (pre-turbine) buyout of any family 
whose lives are ruined by turbines – to prod 
developers to follow realistic health-based 
rules and prevent the extreme economic loss 
of home abandonment.” p. 254

 
Introduction

This book commentary was written in the 
context of our own local situation, and to make 
Nina Pierpont‟s Wind Turbine Syndrome: A 
Report on a Natural Experiment better known 
to others who have wind turbines sprouting up 
like industrial mushrooms in their backyards 
and regions. Pierpont, a rural physician liv-
ing in upstate New York, writes about health 
impacts suffered by people living close to 
wind turbines. The book is essentially about 
human health, and does not discuss ecosys-
tem health, a more encompassing topic with 
wider dimensions. The reference to “natural 
experiment‟ in the subtitle, refers to “a cir-
cumstance wherein subjects are exposed 
to experimental conditions both inadvertently 
and ecologically (within their own homes and 
environments).” (p. 5)

 
Our situation

We live in rural Pictou County, Nova Scotia, 
and within visual distance from the 51 MW 
Dalhousie Mountain wind turbine complex – 
re-branded “wind farm‟ presumably to convey 
an innocuous bucolic image. Its 34 industrial 
wind turbines are a “first phase‟, with the 
developers “promising‟ more to come, ratio-
nalized in the name of reducing greenhouse 
gases, not creating economic rewards for the 
developers. The proponents are R.M. Synergy 
Ltd and Stantec Consultants Ltd. Dalhousie 
Mountain is now a “forest‟ of rotating wind tur-
bines hundreds of feet tall. The 1.5 MW turbines 
measure approximately 120 metres in height 
from the ground to the tip of the rotor blade. 
The site is a hilly area and about 340 metres 
above sea level. The wind farm is a massive 
intrusion on the viewscape of many people, 
not only in our own immediate area, but also for 
those travelling on the Trans-Canada Highway 
between Truro and New Glasgow.

The environmental assessment for the 
Dalhousie Mountain project was approved 
on September 2, 2008, less than a month after 
it was submitted. John Livingston, perhaps 
Canada’s deepest eco-philosopher, as well as 
a life-long naturalist, told us in his 1981 book 
The Fallacy of Wildlife Conservation, that 
“EIA (Environmental Impact Assessment) is a 
grandiloquent fraud, a hoax, and a con.” (p. 33) 
He also discussed what he called “resourcism”, 
pointing out that in our society, once anything 
is considered a “resource” for human use, this 
allows us to consider “nature as our subsidiary” 
and its demise is only a matter of time.

We are told in one of the submitted en-
vironmental assessment documents: “The 
visual impact of installing 34 turbines in an 
unpopulated area to provide much needed 
electricity can only be considered a respon-
sible addition to the aesthetics of Pictou 
County.” Another revealing comment from 
the same document shows its blindness to the 
wonders of the natural world: “Industrial fixtures 
become endearing features for our communities, 
describing the culture or the „way we live.‟ The 
impact is not just visual, since as well as the 
turbines themselves, there are new roads, new 
connecting power lines, the cutting of trees, a 
new electrical sub-station, lights on some of 
the turbine blades for aircraft, and increased 
human traffic.

This promoter, like other industrial wind 
farm enthusiasts, does not seem to under-
stand, as E.F. Schumacher instructed us in 

Small is Beautiful: A Study of Economics As If 
People Mattered, that “for every activity there 
is a certain appropriate scale.” (p. 54) We are 
not talking here about a small group of wind 
turbines ecologically situated, community 
owned and controlled, and helping to sup-
ply energy to the local bioregion, with the 
revenues community-generated, not privately 
accumulated, within an overall societal strategy 
of seriously reducing citizen energy lifestyles and 
hence greenhouse gas emissions. The operator 
of this wind farm now has a contract from Nova 
Scotia Power to produce wind-generated elec-
tricity for 25 years and wants to significantly ex-
pand the number of turbines on the mountain.

In Nova Scotia, the provincial New Demo-
cratic government aims to generate 40% of 
electricity from “renewable resources” by 
2020. (There is, of course, no let-up on the 
offshore promotion of fossil fuel exploration 
and extraction by the Nova Scotia govern-
ment.) “Renewables” include, as well as 
wind turbine generated electricity, biomass 
harvesting from forests already ravaged 
by industrial forestry, and placing electricity 
generating turbines in the tidal Bay of Fundy 
– newspaper reports have spoken of 200 to 
300 units – with costs unknown to the marine 
ecosystem.

The provincial government, along with its 
federal counterpart, is also in financial partner-
ship with a South Korean company planning to 
manufacture wind turbines in Trenton, a town 
in Pictou County. (According to newspaper 
reports, the government money amounts to 
70 million dollars.) So the wind turbine push is 
on. Support for industrial wind turbines crosses 
party lines. Elizabeth May, in the name of the 
federal Green Party, on August 19, 2008 
stated about the Dalhousie Mountain proj-
ect, “The Green Party is pleased to support 
a local entrepreneur in the undertaking of this 
project. Its over-all environmental impact is 
unquestionably positive.”

Faced with this new industrial reality in 
our area, we belatedly started to look into 
the industrial wind turbine issue, from the 
perspective of deep ecology. We are trying to 
read as widely as possible, and are still doing 
more research on the topic. While exploring 
the subject, we came across references to 
“Wind Turbine Syndrome” and the name 
Nina Pierpont. We got her book to see what 
she had to say – hence this commentary.

 
Impressions

Nina Pierpont is a pioneer in critically as-
sessing the effects of industrial wind turbines 
on the health of people living in close proximity 
to such turbines. This makes her book quite 
remarkable and important to read, notwith-
standing various secondary criticisms. The 
author describes what she has called the 
“Wind Turbine Syndrome” – a name she 
first used in 2006 – to depict the complex of 
symptoms displayed by her sample group of 
10 families (38 people, ranging in age from 
infant to 75), whom she interviewed by tele-
phone. (One of these families was that of 
Daniel d’Entremont, from Yarmouth County 
in Nova Scotia. The family moved out of their 
home because of the intolerable effects on their 
lives of the nearby Pubnico Point wind farm.) Eight 
out of the 10 families interviewed eventually 
moved out of their residences. This is very 
compelling evidence of the harm from wind 
turbine exposure.

Pierpont had no big money behind her to 
fund her research, just her own resources. The 
newly emerging wind turbine industry, assisted 
by governments at all levels, heavily promotes 
the setting up of industrial wind turbines in hilly 
rural areas and on the coast and denies that 
there are any „significant‟ negative impacts on hu-
mans or the ecosystem resulting from the wind 
farms. Pierpont says that, on top of the direct 
financial gains from the turbines, the wind 
turbine industry can also sell carbon credits.

With her study, Nina Pierpont is pointing to 
some of the health problems – associated with 
the sound and vibrations created by the tur-
bines – which some families have experienced. 

There are obvious limitations to this study, 
which are acknowledged by the author: nonran-
dom, small sample size, no control group, inter-
views conducted over the telephone, no money 
to follow up on leads for more research, etc. 
Still, what she has found out is suggestive and 
is useful for people seeking critical information 
on the potential health effects of living close to 
wind turbines. A vitally important question not 
addressed in this book is the impact of turbines 

on wildlife, both at the turbine site and in the 
surrounding area. Pierpont does note in a 
couple of passing comments from the case 
histories of the 10 families studied, how the 
behaviour of their domestic animals was also 
impacted by wind turbines. We do know from 
other studies that birds (in particular raptors) 
and bats are affected and killed by the turbines. 
Yet more research is required to assess the vari-
ous effects of a wind farm on the ecosystem.

This book is difficult to read, because of 
the specialized vocabulary used. There is an 
11-page glossary and 15 pages of references. 
The author discusses the topic with evident 
knowledge. She has a PhD from Princeton 
in behavioural ecology and an MD degree, 
which led her to becoming a pediatrician. 
Her research on the wind turbine syndrome 
is self-described as “the offspring of behavioral 
medicine married to behavioral ecology.” (p. 294)

While the author’s erudition is not in ques-
tion, there is an “overboard‟ feel to this book, 
as regards the parading of academic and 
medical credentials. (Sometimes Pierpont 
is wrong, as in her comment that there is no 
“good evidence‟ of harm produced on humans 
by exposure to electrical or magnetic fields. 
See p. 34.) The reader is left with the impres-
sion of someone who is obviously intelligent 
and well read in her fields of interest, but who 
still feels obliged to “prove” herself to others, 
in order to justify what she has to say. There 
is too much parading of her own credentials 
and of endorsements for her work by various 
alleged authorities, presumably to show how 
important the book is. Yet all this is unneces-
sary and somewhat vulgar, because this book 
is important in its own right.

 
Further Discussion

“My own subjects made it clear their prob-
lems are caused by noise and vibration and, 
in some instances, moving blade shadows. 
What’s more, my subjects notice that their 
symptoms come and go according to the 
wind’s direction and strength, blade spinning 
speed, which way the turbines are facing, and 
particular sounds coming from the turbines. In 
other words, they see their symptoms increase 
and decrease depending on what the turbines 
are doing.” pp. 208-209

Nina Pierpont seems to have been mo-
tivated to enter the wind turbine discussion 
because of wind developers which turned up 
in her own community in 2004. (“Developers” 
are better termed “habitat annihilators” as 
Fred Bender pointed out in his 2003 book The 
Culture of Extinction: Toward A Philosophy of 
Deep Ecology.) Pierpont points out how land 
“owners‟ who allow turbines on their land in 
return for annual cash payments of several 
thousand dollars are normally required to sign 
gag clauses “from saying anything negative 
about the turbines or developer.” (p. 7) A Globe 
and Mail article of November 18, 2009, noted 
that Stantec, an engineering company also 
involved with the wind farm on Dalhousie 
Mountain, filed liens against private landown-
ers who had rented out their land for turbine 
sites in Ontario, when a wind company it was 
involved with went into bankruptcy.

The two kilometre set-back for houses 
from industrial wind turbines recommended by 
Pierpont is to be contrasted with the situation 
here in Pictou County, Nova Scotia. A bylaw 
was passed in 2007, saying wind turbines had 
to have a 600 metre setback from residences 
and 300 metres from public roads. Pierpont 
argues that wind turbine noise has some unique 
characteristics, in particular a pulsating qual-
ity, which cannot be compared to noise from 
roads and vehicles or train traffic, and which 
cause some of the health effects.

 
Final Musings

Wind turbine activists seeking critical in-
formation should read Nina Pierpont‟s book, 
although its focus is quite narrow, namely the 
health of people living close to industrial wind 
turbines.

The question of whether or not to generally 
support wind farms seems to fracture Greens 
and environmentalists. Those who live close 
by, as opposed to those living in urban 
centers, tend to have more critical concerns. 
To make matters more complicated, some 
authors opposing wind farms turn out to be 
climate change deniers and supporters of 
nuclear power! (See John Etherington, The 
Wind Farm Scam.)

There seems to be a sense of unreality 
about the apparent support for “green energy” 

projects in Canadian society. In many ways, 
society seems hell bent on ruining what is 
left of the natural world, caught up in various 
“green” projects (which often also have serious 
implications for human health), in the name of 
“saving‟ the existing society from the impact 
of climate change. Corporations, politicians 
and various economic opportunists, who 
have no past credentials as Earth warriors, 
become overnight environmentalists in their 
push for wind-generated energy. Also, many 
who claim the environmentalist label positively 
evaluate the soft energy path. Yet usually they 
are ecocapitalists in basic sentiment and are 
not willing to accept that the existing industrial 
capitalist society is ecologically doomed.

The following are some additional consider-
ations, in deciding whether or not the generation 
of electrical energy from wind turbines should 
be supported or not.

Some basic societal assumptions influ-
ence the wind farm discussion. Yet, such 
assumptions are rarely called into question. 
Arne Naess, the late Norwegian founder of 
deep ecology, made a crucial distinction back 
in 1972. This distinction is about the differ-
ence between “shallow” and “deep” ecology. 
Shallow ecology, meaning that the existing in-
dustrial capitalist system based on continual 
economic growth and consumerism, Nature 
seen as private property to serve humans, 
etc. are taken as a given. Within this, efforts 
are made to address various environmental 
problems, like today’s concern with climate 
change. Deep ecology, on the other hand, says 
that we have to move from a human-centred to 
an Earth-centred society. It says that the prob-
lems we humans face, like climate change, 
require fundamental institutional changes to 
end our overconsumption of the bounty of the 
natural world. This is necessary, so that a new 
societal formation, rooted in a nonhuman-
centered ecology, with equality between 
species and social justice for humans, can 
come into being. Thus energy plans should 
include a population reduction strategy. We 
are talking about scaling back the Earth’s 
overall human population to one to two billion 
persons, if the Earth’s ecosystems are to start 
on the recovery path.

For Naess and for deep ecology supporters, 
“the earth does not belong to humans”. As re-
gards the placement of wind turbines, human 
or corporate interests cannot be paramount, 
over the interests of nonhuman animals and 
plant life. At the present time, corporate interests 
with government support, prevail in industrial 
wind farm placements. And, as Nina Pierpont 
shows in her book, these corporate interests 
also prevail over the human health consider-
ation of those living in close proximity to wind 
farms. Furthermore, they prevail over those 
who value the viewscape of the natural world 
against the placement of industrial technology 
structures like wind turbines.

From a deep ecology perspective, the high 
energy consumption of existing society must 
be drastically reduced. Yet the Dalhousie 
Mountain wind farm uses, in its human-
centred environmental assessment, as one its 
justifications, “a 5% annual increase in demand 
by Nova Scotians”.

What we overwhelmingly see, with the 
promotion of industrial wind farms, is that the 
existing industrial capitalist society is taken as 
a given. Not only is it assumed that renewable 
energy can maintain a growing industrial capi-
talist society (Ted Trainer‟s 2007 Renewable 
Energy Cannot Sustain a Consumer Society 
presents a convincing case against this position), 
but it is also assumed that fossil fuel extraction 
can continue, notwithstanding that reductions 
in greenhouse gases of the order of 80-90 
percent are needed in the industrial economies 
like Canada. However, we all know that the 
emissions of carbon dioxide, the main green-
house gas, continue to increase year by year.

Whatever wind energy is generated should 
be used locally and not exported to the United 
States. We should choose the placement of 
wind turbines on an ecocentric basis, not one 
which only suits some human and corporate 
interests. A transition to a very different kind of 
society must be part of a renewable energy 
strategy for it to enjoy our support.

Wind Turbines: Some Deeper Questions

Next issue, watch for David Orton and 
Helga Hoffmann-Orton’s review of A Wind 
Farm Scam: An Ecologist’s Evaluation, 
by John Etherington..
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 p.m., at the CRD            
offices at 625 Fisgard street in Victoria. 

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Thursday at 7 pm at 
the Fresh Cup Cafe, at 1931 Mt. Newton X 
Road. Share stories, books, talk politics and 
enjoy hot coffee in Saanichton. Nothing is 
taboo…  No pretentiousness, no meeting 
agenda… just a chance to chat with neigh-
bours and build community. Call  250-652-
8228 for further information.

THE  VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL, 
representing affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria Area, holds its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 pm, on the third Wednesday 

each month, at the BCGEU Auditorium, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delegates 
are welcome to come to meet your execu-
tive, president  Mike Eso, treasurer Stan 
Dzbik,and secretary Kim Manton.

COWICHAN VALLEY NDP Constitu-
ency will hold its Annual General Meet-
ing on Saturday, June 19, at the Mer-
cury Theatre, 331 Brae Road, Duncan.
Pot luck starts at noon , with the meet-
ing starting at 1:00p.m. Contact Ellen 
at 250-466-0303 with any questions. 

THE ORGANIC ISLANDS FESTIVAL and  
Sustainability Expo will take place on Satur-
day and Sunday, July 10 and 11, at Glendale 
Gardens and Woodland, 505 Quayle Road, 
Victoria. At the 6th annual gathering of the  
best in green on Vancouver Island, discover 

150 leading green businesses, visionaries 
and activists at Canada’s largest outdoor 
environmental expo. Join in the celebra-
tion of what’s working in our communities 
for people, business and the environment. 
Take up the Sustainability Epo’s challenge 
to “Engage the Change” in your life. Shop 
for local, natural, inspiring, hip products and 
services at the festival’s unique eco-market-
place featuring sustainable solutions to your 
home, garden, body and soul. 150 exhibits, 
20 speakers, green technology demos, raw 
food chefs, entertainment, 10 acres of gar-
den trails. Save on advance tickets bought 
before July 9: Advance tickets: adults $10; 
seniors/youth $7.50; tickets at the gate: 
adults, $12; seniors/youth $10.For informa-
tion and to purchase advance tickets, go 
to www.organicislands.ca or phone 250-
658-8148.

PRIDE IN THE WORD will be held at the 
Ambrosia Event Centre on July 3, at 7pm.
 Hosted by The Victoria Pride Society; pride 
in the word is an exciting opportunity for our 
local writers to showcase their written prow-
ess to the community at large Submissions 
should be forwarded to president@victori-
apridesociety.org; this should include your 
name; contact information; and a sample 
of work that you would like to present. For 
more information, please see www.victori-
apridesociety.org.

HOTDOGS, HAMBURGERS & HORGAN!
A Summer BBQ supporting John Horgan 
and the Juan de Fuca New Democrats will 
be held on Sunday, August 22, at Sooke 
Flats Park. Cost: $10 per ticket. For further 
information or tickets, call or email Heather 
at 250-479-5405 or goliard86@shaw.ca.

Calendar of coming events

Book review by Jim Manly
This past spring the Downtown Nanaimo 

Branch of the Vancouver Island Regional 
Library sponsored two guest writers whose 
books help readers to understand the po-
litical situation in Palestine and Israel.  At a 
time when many public and corporate insti-
tutions run for cover and refuse to touch this 
serious issue, we commend the Library for 
its openness to free public discussion.  This 
review looks at Canada and Israel: Building 
Apartheid, by Yves Engler.   

Engler, a Montreal based activist and au-
thor, examines Canada’s one sided support 
for Israel which largely ignores the rights of 
the Palestinian people and their suffering 
under Israeli domination.  He shows that 
this bias is not a recent Stephen Harper 
phenomenon but goes back to the “Golden 
Age” of Canadian foreign policy under Les-
ter Pearson who helped design the partition 
of Palestine to make way for the State of 
Israel, following WW II.  

After the 1948 War, when Israel pushed 
its borders beyond the original UN partition 
plan, Pearson spoke to the UN Assembly 
and said that while seizing additional ter-
ritory was too bad for the Arab States, the 
global community had to accept the situ-
ation.  “We must deal with the fact that a 
Jewish state has come into existence and 
has established control over territory from 
which it will not be dislodged and we must 
address ourselves to the problem of regu-
lating the relations of this community with 
its neighbours.  I do not deny for a moment 
that this is a difficult circumstance for the 
Arab states to accept but it is nevertheless 
the case.” (p. 36)

By considering Palestinians as refugee 
Arabs rather than as a people with legitimate 
claims to self determination on land which 
they and their ancestors had lived on for 
centuries, Canada was able to avoid dealing 
with these claims and salve its conscience 
by giving scraps of humanitarian aid.  As a 
result, time after time Canada voted with 
the United States against UN resolutions 

which recognized Palestinian rights.  In 
1974 Canada voted against a UN resolu-
tion affirming the equal participation of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 
UN decisions respecting their land.  In an 
amazing statement the Secretary of State 
for External Affairs, Alan MacEachen said, 
“Israel must have some involvement in the 
selection of the group or individual who 
speaks for the Palestinians in peace talks.  
There would be little prospect of settlement 
or negotiation unless Israel recognizes the 
Palestinian representatives.” (p. 46)

When Mossad’s secret agents used fake 
Canadian passports on several clandestine 
missions, including a failed assassination 
attempt in Jordan, Canada did no more than 
give Israel a slap on the wrist and meekly 
accepted Israel’s “expression of regret”.  The 
book quotes Norman Spector, Canada’s am-
bassador to Israel (1992-95) as saying that 
in effect Canada turned a blind eye to the 
false passports in exchange for information 
on Arab immigrants (p. 54-55).

While fundraising for many groups which 
support the Palestinian cause is illegal, 
organizations which support illegal Jewish 
settlement in the Occupied Territories are 
quite legal and, according to a 2002 Court 
of Appeal decision, some are entitled to 
charitable status (p. 67-70). Although Eu-
rope’s trade agreement with Israel rules out 
products from captured territory, Canada’s 
Free Trade Agreement with Israel includes 
enterprises in the Occupied Territories (p. 
66). Canadian military sales to Israel and 
joint Canada-Israel training exercises also 
form part of the picture (p. 69-60).

Under Stephen Harper, Canada’ hypo-
critical  and discriminatory policy has be-
come more blatant as during the 2006 Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon which killed about 110 
Lebanese,  when he called this “a measured 
response”.  When Israeli forces bombed a 
UN compound, killing a Canadian major 
working for the UN, Harper blamed not the 
Israeli military but the UN for maintaining 
its post (pp. 95-6). In January 2008, when 

the UN Security Council called “for urgent 
international action” to end the siege of 
Gaza which had reduced urgent food and 
medicine shipments, Canada was the only 
member of the Council to vote against the 
motion (p. 105). In 2008 Canada could claim 
to be the world’s most  pro-Israeli country, 
a claim echoed by Israeli officials (p. 94).  
This was confirmed when Canada claimed 
that the 2008-2009 Israeli invasion of Gaza 
which killed more than 1200 people, de-
stroyed homes, schools and hospitals was 
an act of self-defence (p. 106).

The book has a helpful discussion of 
some of the forces influencing Canadian 
policy over the years.  These include right-
wing Christian Zionism—a potent force 
in today’s Conservative party, pro-Zionist 
Jewish funding of Canadian universities, 
resulting in administration opposition to 
such movements as “Anti-Israeli Apartheid 
Week”, slanted  media, free junkets to Israel 
for MP’s  and a strong pro-Zionist current 
within some unions.  Playing on Canadian 
guilt over the Holocaust, pro-Zionist forces 
have worked to brand any criticism of Israel 
as anti-Semitism (pp. 109-131).  Unfortu-
nately this plays directly into the hands of 
real anti-Semitism which every so often 
rears its ugly head.   Jews from organiza-
tions like Independent Jewish Voices are 
called “self-hating Jews”.  

Unfortunately, The New Democratic 
Party is not immune to this pro-Israeli 
bias.  While it has spoken out against the 
more blatant Israeli acts, it has not taken 
a consistently strong position in favour of 
Palestinian rights.  Two members of the 
federal  NDP Caucus, Pat Martin and Judy 
Wasylucia-Leis (who has indicated her in-
tention to resign as an MP and run for Mayor 
of Winnipeg) are members of the Canadian 
Parliamentary Coalition to Combat Anti-
Semitism; the CPCCA has demonstrated 
its bias by refusing to hear testimony from  
pro-Palestinian groups.  In British Columbia 
Mable Elmore was forced to retract earlier 

statements, critical of Zionism, before she 
could be accepted as a provincial candidate 
(pp. 92-93).

In the midst of so much Canadian hypoc-
risy and denial of basic Palestinian rights,  
Canadians should know and honour  the 
name of Elizabeth MacCallum, Canada’s 
“only Middle East expert” at the time of 
Pearson’s Partition plan,  who had the 
courage to speak out against it.  “Arabs,” 
she wrote “regard it as a matter of essen-
tial justice that Europe itself should make 
reparation to the Jews for the sufferings it 
has inflicted on them.   If the establishment 
of an independent Jewish state is regarded 
as the best permanent solution to the Jew-
ish problem, the logical thing to do, they 
hold, is to force Germany to alienate terri-
tory for the purpose.  If the United Nations 
hesitates to do this on the grounds it would 
cause resentment and led to future wars, 
precisely the same objection stands in the 
way of forcing the Arabs to alienate part of 
their patrimony” (p. 29).

In his final chapter Engler urges Ca-
nadians to use education and agitation to 
create a political climate that will no longer 
justify killing Palestinians and stealing their 
land.  And when people point out that other 
parts of the globe suffer equally or more 
from abuse and oppression, he says, “The 
point of our protests must not just be 
Palestinian suffering but rather Canadian 
complicity with that suffering.”  (p. 142).

Unfortunately, the book lacks an index 
and most of the sources cited are secondary.  
But, taking these criticisms into account, this 
book is an important contribution to under-
standing Canada’s nasty role in denying 
their rights to the Palestinian people.  We 
urgently need to change course; this cannot 
be done without a change in government but 
along with this change there needs to be an 
awakening of public opinion.  Without an 
aroused public opinion demanding justice, 
any new government will simply continue 
the same old discrimination.

Canada and Israel: Building Apartheid, by Yves Engler, Fernwood Publishing

VANCOUVER -- In a unanimous city 
council vote Monday, New Westminster 
became the first municipality in Canada to 
adopt a living wage policy. 

The policy requires that both direct city 
employees and contract employees be paid 
at or above an hourly family living wage, 
which is calculated annually by the Living 
Wage for Families Campaign and the Cana-
dian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).

City Councillor Jaimie McEvoy, who 
initially brought forward the policy, said the 
city was especially concerned about child 
poverty. “It was disconcerting to learn that 
over half of the children who live in poverty 
in BC have a parent who works full-time. At 
the end of the day, for people who work for 
the city on contract, we want to be part of 
the solution, not part of the problem.”

New Westminster joins over 140 US cit-
ies and scores of British cities that have liv-
ing wage bylaws on their books. The Living 
Wage concept is receiving a lot of attention 
by policy makers worldwide as an effective 
anti-poverty tool. The US federal govern-
ment is considering using it as part of the 
criteria for awarding stimulus contracts and 
it was included in the election manifesto of 

the Labour party in the recent British general 
election campaign.

New Westminster’s decision under-
scores the fact that the living wage is now 
being taken seriously here in Canada as 
well. This is especially important given 
Canada has one of the highest rates of 
low-wage workers among rich countries, 
according to the OECD

The Living Wage for Families Campaign 
and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives congratulate New Westminster City 
Council for taking national leadership on 
poverty reduction by adopting this policy.

The campaign calls on large public and 
private sector employers to pay a family 
living wage. “A living wage is the difference 
between severe financial stress and a de-
cent quality of life,” says Seth Klein, director 
of the CCPA’s BC Office. “Families should 
not have to make impossible choices, such 
as whether to buy clothes or heat the house, 
feed the children or pay the rent.”

The 2008 living wage calculation reflects 
basic costs of living for a family of four with 
two young children living in Metro Vancouver 
(with both parents working full-time). The full 
calculation is detailed in Working for a Living 

Wage: Making Paid Work Meet Basic Fam-
ily Needs in Vancouver and Victoria in 2008. 

Readers can obtain more information 
about the living wage at http:/livingwage-
forfamilies.ca. 

City of New Westminster adopts first ever living wage policy in Canada
DIAMOND DUST and other stories, by A. 
Desai, RANDOM HOUSE

 Ms. Desai continues to show that she is 
India’s finest writer in English.  The highlighs 
of her tales are the emotional experiences 
one could only experience in the cities of 
India.

 
THE CULTURE OF FLUSHING...a social 
and legal history of Sewage, by Prof. J. 
Benidickson, UBC PRESS

 This is a timely book in this age where 
our municipal governments are concerned 
with water quality and costs.  It is a text for 
environmentalists.    It is a guide for those 
who are charged with supplying us with safe 
water and correct waste disposal.

Ron reviews:

IDEAS ON THE NATURE OF SCIENCE, 
C. Cayley, Editor, GOOSE LANE BOOKS

 Two dozen eminent thinkers have 
been interviewed by author Cayley, and 
readers are updated in the field of scientific 
knowledge.  

A highlight is the essay on management 
of the sea.  This book outlines the cutting 
edge of science and is very readable. 

               --Ron MacIsaac

SS ATLANTIC, the White Star Line’s 
First Disaster at Sea, by G Cothkanoff & B 
Chaulk, GOOSE LANE EDITIONS

 This is a horrifying tale of a big ship go-
ing down due to carelessness and within 
sight of land.  Five hundred people died.  It 
was the worst Atlantic tragedy of the 19th 
century.  A riveting read...runs the full gamut 
of emotions.

 
BITTERSWEET, confessions of a twice 
married man, by Philip Lee, GOOSE LANE 
EDITIONS

The author is all revealing of the emo-
tions involved in family breakup.  It is an 
astonishing set of disclosures that one 
would be unlikely to find out about unless 
one went through the same experience.  The 
highlight is the way he told his wife that he 
was moving on.

  --Ron MacIsaac
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Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest
MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Office, Bill Rout-
ley, MLA: 273 Trunk Road, Duncan, BC or PO Box 
599, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, 
toll free 1-877-715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, MLA 
email bill.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100 Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8, phone 250-479-
8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or visit her website at www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Horgan 
, MLA: Victoria office: 800 Goldstream Avenue, 
Victoria, BC, V9B 2X7, and South Cowichan 
office: 17-Valley View Centre, 1400 Cowichan 
Bay Road, phone 733-2521, email john.horgan.
mla@leg.bc.ca

Saanich South Community Office, Lana 
Popham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria BC 
V8X 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, 
www.saanichsouth.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Carole 
James, MLA: 1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 
3K4, phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-4586, 
email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Denise Savoie, MP, House of Commons, Room 
518, Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 
0A6.

Victoria Community Office, Denise Savoie, MP, 
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2H3, 
phone 250-363-8421, fax 250-363-8422, open 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  visit www.den-
isesavoie.ca or email her at savoie.d@parl.gc.ca

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons,  Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6. Email 
her at crowdj1A@parl.gc.ca

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office: Jean 
Crowder, MP: 101- 126 Ingram Street, Duncan, 
BC  V9L 1P1, www.jeancrowder.ca or email her 
at jean@jeancrowder.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102,  Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0; or contact presi-
dent Ellen Oxman at 250-466-0303 or email her at 
CowichanValley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats: Write 
Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 
7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com..

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Email  president 
Heather Gropp at goliard86@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4,or 
contact president Keith Todd  at 250-598-8039 
or by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats:  Email president Gary Holman at ghol-
man@ssisland.com or phone him at 250-653-
2042.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre  Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
simon@rasmussesen.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1, phone 
250-386-8497or email president Marianne Alto 
at azimuth@telus.net.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.
com, or write to PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Av-
enue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1. 

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Con-
tact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@shaw.
caor write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats:Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371or email 
her at suecreba@aquariusd.com.
 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact    president Starla Anderson  by email at 
starla anderson@shaw.ca  orIrene Wright (Gulf 
Islands), by phone/fax 1-250-537-5347, or email 
at aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: Contact  president 
Marianne Alto at 250-370-9199, write to  Box 
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5380, LCD9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4.or visit their 
website:www.victoriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats:  5367 Kingsway, Burnaby 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-432-
9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300 - 279 Laurier 
West,  Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free: 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS 
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org.

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organization: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-879-
3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website: www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office: 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 604-
801-5122, website: www.policyalternatives.ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1, Regional  Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, extension 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

CubaTours: for information about nonprofit 
educational tours of Cuba and books, phone 604-
874-9048 or go to www.cubatours.ca.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444

Government of Canada: www.gc.ca.

Government of BC: www.gov.bc.ca.

Greater Victoria Water Watch Coalition: visit  
www.greatervictoriawaterwatchcoalition.ca or 
phone 250-595-1701 or 250- 380-1197.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News:  influential national organization which ad-
vocates for the poor in local communities, courts 
and political area. Join at www.napo-onap.ca.

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and opposi-
tion spokespersons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Ploughshares: University of Waterloo, Ontario, 
phone 519-888-6541, see  www.ploughshares.
ca, or email plough@ploughshares.ca.

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by the 
Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organization, 
are available on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 a.m. to noon and 1-4  p.m., at the Blanshard 
Community Centre, 901 Kings Road (King and 
Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and #6 buses on 
Quadra Street. Service is free, and provided by 
trained volunteers. For further information phone 
250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of the 
BC Health Coalition. If you’re concerned about ac-
cess, affordability and quality of health care in our 
community, get involved by calling co-chairs Phil 
Lyons at 381-0033 or Carol Pickup at 475-0454.

Together Against Poverty Society: 415-620 
View Street, Victoria, BC, phone 250-361-3521.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6, phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914, website www.vircs.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council:  219-275 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax: 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telus.net; 
Mike Eso, president; Mary Ehl, secretary; Mike 
Ferguson, treasurer. 

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 3R9, phone/fax 250-592-8307, email cen-
tre@vicpeace.ca or website www.vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglinton 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website: 
www.wwf.ca    

United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) 
- Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-2868, fax 
250-475-5898, email unavic@coastnet.com or 
website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Briarpatch Magazine: a progressive Canadian 
magazine, published 10 times a year, subscrip-
tions $24.61, 2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK, S4P 2R7, email briarpatchmag@sasktel.
com. 

Canadian Dimension Magazine: an independ-
ent socialist magazine, begun in 1963, and run by 
a cooperative, published 6 times a year, subscrip-
tion $24.50, students and unemployed $18.50, 
2B-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, MN, R3B 1G5, 
subscription hotline 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): reform-minded focus on mon-
etary issues and how they affect our society, email 
comerpub@comer.org,  website www.comer.org.

Global Outlook:  Ian Woods, editor; $25 Cana-
dian, PO Box 222, Oro, ON  L0L 2X0.

The CCPA Monitor: published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives,  410-75 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, $110 supporting 
membership with $75 tax0 receipt, or $25 low in-
come membership receives the Monitor monthly.

The Democrat: published by the BC NDP, 3110 
Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC, V5M 4A2, sub-
scription $10 per year.

The Straight: a weekly publication with features, 
articles, news and reviews from Vancouver, sub-
scription $117/52 issues in Canada, 2nd floor, 
1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, V6J 3G7, 
phone 604-730-7000, email info@straight.com.

New Internationalist: a communications co-
operative based in Oxford, it exists to report on 
issues of world poverty and inquality; to focus 
attention on the unjust relationship between the 
powerful and the powerless in both rich and poor 
nations; to debate and campaign for the radical 
changes necessary f the basic material and 
spiritual needs of all are to be met, subscriptions, 
$38.50 including GST ,PO Box 706, Markham, 
ON, L6B 1A7, phone 905-946-0407, fax: 905-946-
0410, email: magazines@indas.on.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by mostl abour organizations and 
other supporters of working pwople. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering the 
various dimensions of social and environmental 
justice.  Anyone can add an event and doing so 
is free for not-for-profit organizing and actions.  
Visit leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more 
information, or to subscribe.

The Island Tides: local news, features and 
commentary with an environmental focus, free to 
islanders, $37.45 per year for off island Canadian 
subscriptions, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 
2M0, phone 250-629-3660, email islandtides@
gulfislands.com.
                         
The Record: news and views from Canada’s west 
coast, published every other Wednesday in Gold 
River, BC, subscriptions $32.10 per year, Box 
279, Gold River, BC, V0P 1G0, email record@
island.net, website www.island.net/~record.

The Republic: Vancouver-based socialist paper, 
subscriptions,  two issues per month, $25 per 
year; free at local news stands, PO Bo 56072, 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 5E2; email mag pie@lynx.
bc.ca.

Victoria Street Newz: a montly independent 
newspaper focussed on understanding the root 
causes and consequences of poverty.  It’s sold 
by vendors on Victoria’s streets, or by subscrip-
tion.  Archives and more information available at 
relativenewz.ca. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org --A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.counterpunch.org--an American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http//dominionpaper.ca--a Canadian ezine cov-
ering national and international stores that main-
stream sources may not cover. Updated daily.

www.globalproblematique.net/bcpolicyprobe 
-- Run by BC Policy Probe, this website features 
information and research about suh things as 
privatization of BC Hydro.

www.avaaz.org/en/global --Global warming is 
a global threat. By c onfronting it together, we 
can build a more just, tolerant, and vibrant world.

www.indymedia.org -- A collective of independ-
ent media organizations and hundreds of journal-
ists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage 
of events as they happen around the world.

www.informationclearinghouse.info  --World 
news daily--news you won’t find on CNN or 
Foxnews.

http://Newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is a 
good (and bad) news service with a refreshingly 
non-corporate view of the news, from local to 
global stories, with features, opinion, analysis -- all 
for free, including free classified ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria and the Islands. 

mai-not@globalproblematique.net-- Originally 
set up to discuss the implications of the Multi-
lateral Agreement on Investments, this website 
and related email list now discuss world-wide 
developments of concern to left-wing readers.

http://ndp.4webs.ca -- A new NDP list serve and 
bulletin board. Check it out.

www.pacificfreepress.com--with a mission to 
dig out nuggets of truth from the slag-heap of 
lies, ignorance and witless diversion that has 
buried public discourse today. Pacific Free Press 
provides a new venue for disseminating hard 
news and insightful, fact-based analysis of the 
harsh realities too often ignored or distorted by 
the mainstream press.

http://pej.org--PEJ News, a free service, serves 
up daily news, opinion and analysis of peace, 
environment and justice issues. Stay informed 
with web and email stories often days, weeks 
and months ahead of the mainstream media. The 
Peace, Earth & Justice News is produced entirely 
by volunteers and is a probject of the non-profit 
Prometheus Institute based in Victoria, BC.

www.policyalternatives.ca -- The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ web page offers 
research reports, books and opinion pieces done 
on issues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca -- A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progressive voices in Canada.

www.saveourrivers.ca--Site includes new film 
on the Ashlu and Upper Pitt Rivers Hydro projec
ts.                                                                                                                                                              

www.strategicthoughts.ca--You’ll find David 
Schreck’s columns and more here.

www.straightgoods.com -- A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.vancouverislandwaterwatchcoalition.
ca/

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car but still need to drive one sometimes, 
this welbsite may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--website by noted activist 
Mel Hurtig about the corporate threat to Canadian 
sovereignty, includes a whole range of features 
from online polls and petitions to editorials and 
information  updates.

www.wsws.org --The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of majorworld events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialistmovement.

COMMUNITY RADIO
Commercial free commujnity radio, CFUV is 
located at 101.9 FM and 104.3 Cable, or visit 
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca


