
Lower Island NEWS
Volume 27 Issue #4

An Independent Democratic Socialist Newspaper Serving the Lower Island Area for 26 Years
Victoria, BC

Canadian Publications Mail Product Sales Agreement # 40008124
Return to: The Lower Island News
Box 311-2750 Quadra Street
Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

               
Summits of deceit                        3
Editorial and op/ed                       4
Letters to the editor                     5    
Living wage update                      6
Libby’s “serious mistake”           7      
The census decision                    8          
Time for housing leadership       9        
Recall Campell’s soldiers          10
James speaks                11

Inside this issue

Cost vs. value in education      12
Dancin’ up a storm                     13
Just another patsy?                   14
Crocodile tears               15
A heinous practice                     16
Voices from Toronto                  17
Book and other reviews            18 
Coming events calendar           19
Directory                                     20

August/September 2010

Photostory by Heather Tufts.
Fifteen magnificent war canoes paddle 

triumphantly to the ancestral shores of 
Songhees as they cast colourful, rippling 
reflections into the newly-named Salish Sea.  

 The sun smiled on July 15 as crowds 
gathered at the Songhees reserve with BC 
Lieutenant-Governor Steven Point, govern-
ment officials and Coast Salish chiefs to 
honour the naming of this vibrant marine 
eco-system.

A small canoe, hand-carved by Point and 
Kwagiulth Hereditary Chief Tony Hunt, was 
brushed off by an elder using fresh cedar 
boughs in traditional blessing. It was then 
christened “Salish Sea” and presented as a 
gift to the navy to mark its centennial.

“Coast Salish Peoples have traversed 
these waters for thousands of years,” said 
Point, “and this name gives homage to our 
collective history.”

 The freshly-painted canoe was carried to 
the beach in a proud and ceremonial parade, 
led by the Unity Drummers. On the shore the 
canoe was brushed again with ocean-dipped 
cedar boughs to bless and protect its maiden 
voyage in the Salish Sea.

The Salish Sea, a sense of place

The tribal journeys canoes cluster in traditional elegance prior to arrival on shore.

Lt-Gov. Steven Point’s canoe sits outside the Lekwamen Longhouse at Songhees.

Point raised his hands in gratitude as the 
canoe was gently placed in the water for its 
symbolic trial run as the shores bustled with 
a delighted crowd who wanted to witness this 
historic moment.

“What a historic day,” said Melvin Shel-
don Jr., from Tulalip, Washington. “I see 
our young people here, and this day will 
be remembered long after the elders have 
continued their journey.”

 The day was marked by celebratory 

dances, singing and drumming rhythms 
that are the heartbeat of the Coast Salish 
people. Point also led the Unity Drummers 
and the Good News Choir in an inspiring 
song he wrote about BC. A traditional feast 

Lt-Gov. Steven Point honours the naming of the Salish Sea at Songhees.

The canoe is blessed and brushed off with cedar boughs.

 A ceremonial parade to the beach led by the Unity Drummer

           Please turn to Salish Sea, page 2
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was later shared by hundreds of people in 
the Lekwammen Longhouse.

 “Today’s celebration reflects the grow-
ing understanding of our cultures,” said 
Point “and is another step in the bridge of 
reconciliation.”

 The Salish Sea guards a wealth of un-
told stories about journeys between nations 
and adventures of marine harvesting, the 
survival of Coast Salish people for thou-
sands of years. Its name now recognizes the 
symbiotic relationship between the Coast 
Salish Nations and its waters.

 The Salish Sea encompasses bodies 
of water from Olympia, Washington, to the 
tip of the Straight of Georgia near Campbell 
River but it does not replace existing names. 
It unites an important marine eco-system 
with its historic significance and provides 
a sense of place to those who live near its 
shores.

  

Salish Sea, continued from page 1

The canoe is brushed off with dampened cedar boughs to protect its voyage.

The canoe’s symbolic voyage in the Salish Sea.

 The Unity Drummers celebrate the naming of the Salish Sea.

Central Saanich Council votes for urban sprawl
Vantreight’s subdivision application approved despite community opposition

Central Saanich Council voted August 
3 in favour of developer Ian Vantreight’s 
application to rezone rural and agricultural 
land for a luxury subdivision.  Their decision 
to allow 57 homes and secondary suites 
to be built on former ALR land contradicts 
recommendations from the CRD board, 
the Advisory Planning Commission and 

the Municipality’s planning staff and it has 
many residents concerned about the future 
of other farm land on the Saanich Peninsula.

“The decision to rezone rural and agricul-
tural land for development sets a dangerous 
precedent for other farms in the region,” 
said Gordon O’Connor, Vancouver Island 
campaigner with the Dogwood Initiative.  

“This will raise the speculative land value 
of the entire peninsula and make it harder 
for all of our farms to survive into the next 
generation.”

The proposal has been criticized for the 
likelihood that it will deplete the local aquifer, 
pollute farm fields with sewage water, cre-
ate more traffic congestion and decrease 
biodiversity.  

Ian Vantreight claims that the develop-
ment is a drastic attempt to save his family 
farm, but local residents have been quick 
to point to Madrona Farms, and Woodwynd 
Farms as examples of how agriculture can 
be protected with out sacrificing land for 
commuter subdivisions.

“The interest in building commuter sub-
urbs has inflated land values so high that it’s 
almost impossible for farmers to stay in busi-
ness,” said local activist Sue Stroud.  “The 
Regional Growth Strategy and our Official 
Community Plan explicitly prohibit reckless 
development.  Enforcing these documents 
is the best thing we can do to protect food 
sovereignty and create a sustainable region 
for our children.”

Vantreight currently has other applica-
tions pending that will lay ground work for 
more development in rural Central Saanich.  
He has applied to bring an 8” municipal 
water main to the development area, and is 
planning to re-zone more land for residential 
purposes.    

Over 500 people packed into a public 
hearing the evening of July 14 on the 
Vantreight development proposal and spoke 
almost unanimously in favour of protect-
ing the region’s farms from urban sprawl.  
Community members stayed until 1:00 am, 
presenting an exhaustive list of concerns 
and demanding that local food production 
should become a major priority for the Cen-
tral Saanich Council.

“We expect council to stick to their elec-
tion pledges and uphold the Official Com-
munity Plan,” said local resident Sue Stroud.  
“There is no wiggle room here.  The OCP 
states unequivocally that our rural land may 
not be considered for commuter subdivi-
sions and this is exactly what the developer 
Ian Vantreight is trying to do.”

Developer Ian Vantreight’s application 
to rezone rural and agricultural land for a 
luxury subdivision was criticized by many 
of the speakers.

In addition to violating Central Saan-
ich’s Official Community Plan and the CRD 
Regional Sustainability Strategy, concerns 
were raised about the lack of ground water in 
the area and the legality and environmental 
impact of the proposed sewage system.

The lack of concessions and amenities 
being offered to the community and its im-
pact on the region’s biodiversity were also 

mentioned as important concerns.
“The Vantreight development proposal 

is a thinly veiled attempt to open the com-
munity up for urban sprawl,” said Gordon 
O’Connor, Vancouver Island Campaigner 
with the Dogwood Initiative.  “Rezoning 
rural and agricultural land for development 
will raise the speculative value of the entire 
region and make it harder for every farm 
survive into the next generation.”

Ian Vantreight, the developer who was 
responsible for building subdivisions on the 
last remaining farm land in the Gordon Head 
area, approached council three years ago 
with a plan to build 246 homes on a small 
rural hilltop. 

When the proposal was denied he re-
turned with another for 87 homes that was 
also turned down and then again asking to 
build 57 houses in the same area. 

His suggestion to rezone and develop 
land has been criticized by the CRD board, 
by the Advisory Planning Commission and 
by the Central Saanich municipal planners, 
but council disregarded this advise and 
has proceeded with preliminary approval.  
Central Saanich Council was expected to 
produce a final decision on the matter at 
their meeting on August 3.

Community demands protection for local farms

Ron reviews:
THE COWICHAN, by G. Montgomery & K. 
Oke, HARBOUR PUBLISHERS

This is a book of photos and essays 
that make the Cowichan area an irresist-
ible visitor destination. The authors cover a 
wide area from up at Yellow Point down to 
Mill Bay. It covers the offshore islands plus 
west to Nitinat and Cowichan lake.  

It is the best book of this sort that I 
have yet read and I’m off to Cowichan in 
the morning.

PIRATES and PRIVATEERS OF NEW 
BRUNSWICK, by Faye Kert, GOOSE LANE 
BOOKS

 This little 100 page handbook is part of 
a Military Heritage series.  The Canadian pi-
rates scourged Atlantic ships, a little known 
page of shame in our history.  A highlight is 
the pages giving the definitions of piracy 
terminology.  This is history we should not 
overlook.

  --Ron MacIsaac
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Date:  Monday, September 6, 2010

Time:  11:00 am – 3:00 pm

Location:  Irving Park, Victoria, BC

Kids games - Clowns - Refreshments

☻ KIDS EAT FREE☻

 * FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY * 

Volunteers and Donations are Welcome!

Please come out and join us in solidarity 
to Celebrate Labour Day!!

22nd Annual
LABOUR DAY PICNIC

Contact:

Victoria Labour Council
219 – 2750 Quadra Street
Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8
Phone:  (250) 384-8331
Fax: (250) 384-8381
Email:  vlcbc@telus.net
Website: http://victorialabour.ca

cope-225
Location:  Irving Park, corner of Menzies & Michigan

Demand public enquiry now!  Reject capitalist agenda of social cuts!  [See also Heather Tufts “Voices from Toronto--proud to be Canadian” on page 17]

Summits of deceit and repression
By Barry Weisleder

In the end, the global rulers got what they 
wanted – a massive propaganda exercise 
for social cuts, plus a brutal demonstration 
of police power. As for the working class, we 
got the bill, $1.3 billion and counting -- just 
for “security”. 

During the G20 Summit in Toronto, 
police arrested over 900 people. That is 
nearly double the number incarcerated in 
the October 1970 Quebec crisis, under the 
auspices of the infamous War Measures 
Act. Most caught in the latest sweep were 
released, many without charges, after be-
ing held in filthy cages, in a makeshift “jail”, 
for up to 24 hours without adequate water, 
food, medication, toilet facilities, privacy 
for females, or access to legal aid. Police 
charged hundreds, and still hold dozens.

The business media worked feverishly 
to spin the threadbare results of the G20 
meeting (held on the heels of the G8 Sum-
mit in Huntsville, Ontario), into a tapestry of 
triumph, an ode to worldly consensus and 
to Canadian hospitality. 

But plainly, it’s a hard sell -- especially 
in light of the city core lock-down, and the 
acts of petty vandalism that police permitted 
(or planned) to occur, before resorting to the 
use of tear gas, pepper spray, beatings and 
mass arrests. Many peaceful protesters, 
working journalists, downtown shoppers 
and curious on-lookers were snared by the 
cop tactics. And so, illusions in bourgeois 
democracy and in “officers of the peace” fell 
like a multitude of bowling pins.

Meanwhile, inside the media bubble 
of the world capitalist summit, there was 
minimal agreement on detail. This betrayed 
the actual farce of the high level gather-
ing, which could have been conducted on 
Skype for free -- minus the mini-police state 
imposed on Torontonians.

To the extent that the G20 leaders 
agreed to do anything, the measures they 
endorsed could hasten a global depression, 
and quicken the descent into environmental 
disaster. 

The rich countries’ bosses promised 
to cut their budgetary deficits in half by 
2013, and to cap their cumulative debt as 
a proportion of GDP by 2016. If attempted, 
without taxing big corporations and the 
super-rich, such actions would choke off 
jobs, services and investment in production, 
plunging economies into crisis, and billions 
into misery.

But Japan is exempt. Italy is not ex-
pected to meet the deadline. While Britain 
and Germany have announced Draconian 
cuts, Harper is not saying, and Obama is 
walking a tightrope. Revealing the blatancy 
of their class bias, the G8 and G20 rejected 
a tax on financial institutions (proposed by 
the more desperate French, Germans and 
British), and they put off until the next G20 
summit in Seoul, South Korea any discus-
sion of bank regulatory reforms.

Concerning climate change, the sum-
miteers agreed to contemplate cuts to the 
subsidies paid to carbon-emitting oil and gas 
industries. Of course such contemplations 
are subordinate to “country-specific strate-
gies”. Canada’s federal government, for 
instance, is increasing its overall subsidies 
to the Alberta tar sands. Even the language 
on climate change from this summit is 
weaker than that agreed at the previous 
G20 gab-fest.

What about the G8? “The gap between 
the G8’s compassionate rhetoric and its 
readiness to help was especially striking,” 
said the June 27 Toronto Star lead editorial. 
While hundreds of thousands of women, 
and nearly 9 million children die needlessly 
every year, the $50 billion in aid promised 
at the Gleneagles summit in 2005 “fell a 
breathtaking $20 billion short”. 

“This is a shabby performance for a rich 
club that generates close to $40 trillion in 
wealth”, stated the Star. Canada’s largest 
circulation daily failed to mention the source 
of this enormous wealth -- the stolen natural 
resources and exploited labour of workers 
globally, especially in the Third World. 

The G8 leaders went out of their way to 
caution the United Nations against hoping 
for much more from them, notwithstanding 
the “Millennium Development Goals” which 
aim to reduce world poverty, hunger and 

disease by 2015. And really, isn’t that the 
whole point of the G8 and the G20? There 
the richest elites do not run the risk of getting 
outvoted by the 172 other countries repre-
sented at the U.N. -- which can be mildly 
embarrassing, even if UN votes change few 
economic facts on the ground.

On “security” issues, the G8 endorsed a 
five-year exit plan from Afghanistan (which 
can always be extended). They denounced 
Iran and North Korea (without any commit-
ment to eradicate the largest stock piles of 
nuclear weapons, which happen to be held 
by the US, Russia and Europe). And they 
called for an “easing” of Israel’s blockade of 
Gaza, rather than demanding an end to the 
siege, let alone the dismantling of the Israeli 
apartheid wall, or recognition of the right of 
return for all Palestinian refugees.

None of the “decisions” of the G8 and 
G20 were actually made at the summits, 
which serve as a rubber-stamp and photo-op 
function for pre-negotiated policies, steeped 
in diplomatic vacuity. Thus, working people, 
the poor and all oppressed sections of soci-
ety had good reason to protest long before 
the summits. After all, we live daily under 
disaster capitalism. 

So, protests proliferated in the week of 
June 20. This followed the People’s Sum-
mit attended by over 1,500 at Ryerson 
University. It continued with demonstra-
tions for aboriginal rights and against the 
rising tide of poverty, and culminated in the 

massive rally and march of 30,000, despite 
persistent rainfall, on Saturday, June 26. 
The sponsors of the main demonstration, 
which set out from Toronto’s Queen’s Park, 
included the Canadian Labour Congress, 
the Ontario Federation of Labour, their major 
union affiliates, as well as the Council of 
Canadians, Greenpeace, Oxfam, the Ca-
nadian Federation of Students, the Ontario 
Health Coalition, Amnesty International, 
and numerous feminist organizations. The 
demo was peaceful and spirited. Chants of 
“Whose streets? Our streets!” and “This is 
what democracy looks like” echoed down 
University Avenue’s “hospital row”, and up 
through Chinatown on Spadina Avenue

But the huge parade never made it 
onto prime time news. Mainstream media 
coverage fixated on a tiny breakaway 
group. The so-called Black Bloc, animated 
by self-described anarchists, went on a 
window-busting rampage that hit about 40 
businesses, and torched four police squad 
cars. No one was killed or seriously injured. 
The only injuries were caused by the police, 
afterwards.

The anger of the Bloc-istas against the 
social injustices perpetuated by the G20 is 
understandable. But their tactics are worse 
than deplorable. They proved to be straight 
men for Harper’s predictable punch lines 
about how “security” spending was justified. 
The Bloc-istas also gave the cops ammuni-
tion to brutalize and jail over 900 innocents, 

using expanded police powers of search 
and arrest granted by a secret Ontario 
Liberal Cabinet decision just weeks prior to 
the summits.

Now that a majority of the 900-plus de-
tainees have been released without charge, 
questions are multiplying. Why did 20,000 
cops, including literally hundreds of them 
within spitting distance of burning vehicles 
and shattering store windows, just let it hap-
pen? Was it an exercise in policing or PR? 
And if cop claims are true that they had infil-
trated the Bloc-istas, how many police were 
involved in prompting, as opposed to just 
spying on, the planners of mayhem? NDP 
and Labour leaders should be expressing 
rage over these issues instead of obsessing 
over petty property damage.

Anger over the hundreds of arbitrary 
arrests, and the de-humanizing treatment 
meted out by police to detainees, spurred 
over 3,000 people to rally outside Toronto 
Police Headquarters on June 28. They de-
manded a full, independent public inquiry. 
Thousands proceeded to march to City 
Hall and back to the Legislature at Queen’s 
Park. Many in the youthful throng chanted 
“Wasted! Wasted! One billion dollars!”, “No 
justice, no peace!”, and the now emblematic 
cry “Whose streets? Our streets!”

Socialists were prominent in all of 
the peaceful, mass protest actions, and 
received a very positive hearing from the 

              Please turn to Summits, page 7
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As others see it

   DOG DAYS
As they said in ancient Rome, the “dog days” of summer with “hysterics, fren-
zies and burning fevers” are upon us, typified by Stephen Harper attacking the 
long-form census, while Gordon Campbell printed, then junked, at taxpayers’ 
expense, his HST propaganda flyers.  So this is a good time to look at issues 
that could easily slip by unnoticed.

The long-form census may seem dull, but it illustrates again that the Harper 
government is ideology driven by the libertarian wing which pretends to want 
“to get government off people’s backs”.  What the Government and its neo-
con corporate friends really want is to get people off the backs of government 
and the corporations, and people are now virtually powerless in the face of the 
political-corporate axis.  Yes, we have bold Greenpeace protesters (predictably 
described as “pests” by the Calgary Herald) standing up to Enbridge and Big 
Oil, but it does not stop the greed, the exploitation, and the arrest of protesters 
with questionable police tactics. 

In Australia, a milestone election campaign has just been fought.  If Labour’s 
Julia Gillard becomes Australia’s first woman prime minister on August 21st, it 
will signal fundamental re-thinking about Australia’s future.  Gillard has rejected 
the “Big Australia” vision of her predecessor Kevin Rudd, echoing many Austral-
ians who are nervous about the prospect of their population increasing beyond 
30 million.  In a country already critically short of water, there is now a Minister 
for Sustainable Population.

This of course is anathema to real-estate developers and resource-based 
corporations hooked on the mantra of endless growth; but it is time that we all 
started thinking and acting on just what sort of society this planet can sustain.  
One thing is for sure, where we are currently heading is certainly not sustain-
able.  But policies to create a socially oriented just society, putting people first, 
are running a poor second in a world run by corporate interests integrated with 
an increasingly insular political elite.  We keep saying “this cannot go on” but it 
does.  Is anyone in government in Canada seriously looking beyond the next 
pipeline or oil well or gold mine and asking how many people and what kind of 
society this country, much of it frozen for much of the year, can sustainably sup-
port -- and how?  

Recently, Big Oil in the shape of Enbridge has taken full page advertisements 
in BC newspapers telling us what a wonderful thing it will be to have a new 
pipeline in northern BC to transport the environmentally catastrophic oil from 
the Alberta tar-sands (yes -- tar-sands, not the politico-corporate renaming as 
oil-sands!) to Kitimat.  The advertisements would have us believe that this is all 
to provide well paid jobs and a happy lifestyle to First Nations, unemployed log-
gers, and marine pilots, rather than the basic fact that it is about more money 
for Enbridge and Big Oil, to feed the insatiable demand of China for oil to 
increase its already staggering carbon footprint.  Much of the tar-sands produc-
tion is foreign owned, the steel pipes will probably be imported and every single 
tanker will be foreign flagged and crewed.  So what is really in it for us?  Just 
look at the leaking Enbridge pipeline in Michigan for the answer!

Oil is certainly the issue this summer.  As BP Chief Executive Tony Hayward 
took the blame for the biggest environmental disaster in US history, it emerged 
that the US has  27,000 abandoned oil wells in the Gulf of Mexico, many not 
properly sealed, which Associated Press described as “an environmental mine-
field that has been ignored for decades”.  It is in this context that Hayward and 
BP should be judged.  BP got it wrong, but the rig that exploded was owned by 
Transocean, the world’s largest offshore drilling contractor and registered under 
a flag of convenience in the Marshall Islands. Although established in the US, 
Transocean’s headquarters have been in Switzerland since 2008. The company 
claims it is “focused on safety and premier offshore drilling performance” but Bill 
Miller, a British government inspector in charge of health and safety on North 
Sea oil rigs, said Transocean would be the first “port of call” for any liability en-
quiry. “In the UK we would hold the safety case duty holder responsible, and in 
this case it would be Transocean,” he said.  Hayward said the spill could have 
been prevented if Transocean’s blow out preventer had done its job and pre-
vented the explosion -- but by then the US Senate and public was howling for 
Hayward’s blood and in no mood to listen. The US and Canadian press have 
been remarkably low key about the role of Transocean and also Halliburton (ex 
CEO Dick Cheney) which provided a variety of services on the rig including ce-
menting  to stabilize the well walls.  However Newsweek quoted the New York 
Times,  as saying that the Interior Department degenerated into a “cesspool of 
corruption,” under Bush and Cheney, and that the pair bequeathed Obama “a 
Minerals Management Service as broken as the Bush-Cheney FEMA exposed 
by Katrina”.

In spite of all this, our government and others are now in a frenzy over the Arc-
tic.  Not about its fragility, or climate change, or the fate of polar bears.  Oh no 
– it’s all about trying to prove that our continental shelf extends under as much 
of the Arctic Ocean as possible so that we can claim sovereignty and get into 
underwater oil drilling and mining on a grand scale, risking even more environ-
mental degradation and climate change.  

Finally, on August 4, the CBC reported a small item in The National about the 
Canadian mission in Afghanistan -- “Two years and $5.5 million later, Canada’s 
prison officials are still hard at work at Sarposa Prison to bring it to a basic level 
of security”, and “a painted arrow points to the section for political prisoners”.  
We have come a long way from being internationally respected UN peacekeep-
ers in Bosnia to securing political prisoners on behalf of a questionable regime 
in Afghanistan. -- DJO

“You’ll never have a quiet world till you knock 
the patriotism out of the human race.

-- George Bernard Shaw, in “O’Flaherty VC” 

By Jerry West
I was going over some of the press 

releases from the provincial government 
recently when I found one from last April 
titled “Awards Honour Commitment To 
Sustainable Mining”. This is yet another 
sad example of how far off base our political 
leadership is, not to mention the captains of 
industry, all who should be smart enough 
to know better.  Sustainable mining is an 
oxymoron. 

Sustainability means a cyclical system in 
which inputs balance outputs and everything 
regenerates at more or less the same rate 
in perpetuity.  Sustainability is what any 
system or society needs to achieve in order 
to survive.  Things that are not sustainable 
come to an end. 

Mining on the other hand means extrac-
tion.  There are no inputs for regeneration, 
we do not grow ore bodies, we just dig them 
up until they are exhausted.  If we were 
growing ore it wouldn’t be mining, it would be 
farming.  Most minerals are not renewable 
resources, at least in a human time frame. 

Many of those who understand the en-
vironment are deeply concerned about sus-
tainability as it is apparent that our current 
social and economic system is consuming 
renewable resources at a rate greater than 
they can regenerate, using way too much 
energy and non-renewable resources, like 
oil, to do it with.  This is becoming so obvi-
ous that the concern with sustainability is 
spreading among the population. 

It is because of this growing concern that 
we now see governments, political parties 
and industry cook up things like the above 
sustainability award and tout sustainability 
in their policies.  Things that are bogus, but 
make for good sound bites and deceive 
the public into thinking that something is 
being done to address the problem while 
in reality business as usual carries on as 
much as possible the way that it always 
has.  Business as usual means profits first 
and foremost, the survival of society second. 

The wealthy elite will have it no other 
way.  The public is indoctrinated to believe 
fairy tales about growth and prosperity, and 
politicians and others who want to make the 
radical changes necessary to achieve real 
sustainability do not get far. 

There are a number of studies and re-
ports that detail the problem that we are fac-
ing.  One is a report from the Millennium As-
sessment entitled Living Beyond Our Means: 
Natural Assets and Human Well-being which 
can be found on the web at www.millenniu-
massessment.org.  It lists 10 key messages, 
the first being:  “Everyone in the world de-

pends on nature and ecosystem services to 
provide the conditions for a decent, healthy, 
and secure life.  This is an unescapable fact 
despite any belief in supernatural beings 
or faith in the ability of humans to control  
nature.” 

The conditions that the ecosystem will 
provide depend upon what is being done 
to the system, and how diverse it is.  As 
things in the system change, so will those 
conditions. 

The conditions that have supported 
humans historically are dependent upon 
a loop of sustainability that provides a cer-
tain amount renewable resources through 
a widely bio-diverse web. When over 
consumption degrades those resources 
and bio-diversity shrinks, their provision 
is not sustainable and  the conditions are 
changed, and if changed enough they cease 
to support certain forms of life. 

Currently over half of the Earth’s eco-
systems are degraded and species are 
going extinct at an alarming rate.  The 
loss of each species changes the condi-
tions for those that are left.  The cause 
of this loss to a large part is the result 
of human over consumption.  Humans 
are devouring their life support system, 
and destroying their sustainability.  The 
only remedy is to reduce consumption 
and begin a process of reversing growth.  
Anyone who speaks of sustainability with-
out speaking of reducing consumption 
and reversing growth is blowing smoke.  
 
J e r r y  W e s t  i s  e d i t o r  a n d  p u b -
l i s h e r  o f  t h e  G o l d  R i v e r  R e c o r d .
Copyright © 2010, West’s International. 

Sustainability means consume less 

ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL 
TATTOO, by S. Falconer, GOOSE LANE 
BOOKS

Almost 500 pages of pipers, dancers, 
with Scottish inspired activities all over the 
globe.  It’s a huge table top book which will 
grace every Scots home.

 
STRANGE HEAVEN, by Lynn Coady, 
GOOSE LANE BOOKS

This Vancouver based youthful writer 
has caught the flavour of Cape Breton and 
has written a rollicking first novel, much of 
it in the dialect of the bhys and gurrls of that 
interesting part of Canada.  

A most entertaining read.
  --Ron MacIsaac
 
 

Ron reviews:
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Friends of the Lower Island News

Thank you to those who have donated over the past two months. As it is for most 
non-profit organizations these days, our finances are extremely tight, and therefore  
your donations help to keep the paper coming to you. Again, many thanks!

Donors during the past two months include:
  Anonymous (Duncan)  $100
  Anonymous (Victoria)   $  40
  Red Hens (two meetings)  $  15
         
Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indi-
cate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortuately we can’t give tax receipts.  

And thank you again! 

   --Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

OUR READERS WRITE

It’s not safe for me to walk around the 
inner harbour these days because someone 
has been spreading the rumour that I am 
related to Forestry Minister Pat Bell. I can 
see that some people might think we are 
related, given that we both part our hair wide 
and in the middle.

Be that as it may, I must reiterate, hope-
fully for the last time, that I am not only not 
related to Pat but that I never met the man 
and I therefore cannot explain his unfath-
omable flip flop with regard to the issue of 
the mega-yacht marina, which is going to 
steal--and I mean steal 6-7 acres of our inner 
harbour to create a storage facility for the 
fossil fuel guzzling dreadnaughts of wealthy 
foreign tax evaders, who would choose Vic-
toria as a home port to save money rather 
than to spend it, and who will find our little 
town a little too staid for the tastes of pluto-
crats and Wall Street speculators.

Pat hangs his hat in Prince George and 
that may explain why he does not know 
or care about the sentiments of the vast 
majority of Victorians who live or engage in 
recreational activities in close proximity to 
our inner harbour. For the few who have not 
heard, Pat invited the mayor and council to 
take action to rezone the area in question 
and to effectively downsize the proposed 
marina so that it would closely resemble 
Bob Evans’ original proposal.

After saying that he would take direction 
from the mayor and council--and effectively 
from the majority of Victorians who live, work 
and play around the inner harbour, Pat has 
now announced that he will negotiate with 
the mayor on behalf of the developer. 

I would suggest that Pat think twice be-
fore he gets too cozy with a loose cannon 
like Mr. Evans. It might not be politically 
prudent and it raises some interesting ethi-
cal questions as well. Let me explain.

There is a very embarrassing A Channel 
News video clip making its way around You 
Tube of the April press conference called by 
Bob Evans on behalf of the WAM Victoria 
International Marina. Evans got off to a 
great start at the meeting by throwing Jason 

Youmans, a journalist working for Monday 
Magazine, out of the meeting. Then he 
began to ruminate aloud and in public with 
regard to his utter amazement that he could 
not obtain favourable press from Youmans 
whether he offered him a bottle, a new home 
or a trip around the world. 

Maybe you did not read this in theTimes 
Colonist, but it was news, and it raises 
some very disturbing questions. Why would 
Mr. Evans be so shocked that there are 
indeed some journalists like Youmans at 
The Tyee, Focus, Monday and A Channel 
who cannot be induced to give uncritically 
positive support for his harebrained mega-
yacht marina? 

What questions does this raise about 
how businesses go about obtaining regu-
latory approval from government and 
favourable press from our mediocre daily 
newspapers? How has Evans gotten so far 
with a project that 1) makes no economic 
sense--just consider the opportunity costs;   
2) is environmentally irresponsible--just 
consider how much we all will have to pay by 
way of tax breaks to allow these plutocrats 
and their floating behemoths to come here 
while gobbling up so much of our disappear-
ing oil; and 3) is going to make our already 
dangerously overcrowded and congested 
harbour/airport/residential community/
recreational area an even more dangerous 
place to live, play and work?

Why would any provincial or federal min-
ister/bureaucrat or Chamber of Commerce 
executive in his or her right mind with even 
a smidgen of prudence or integrity want to 
be seen to support the Victoria International 
Marina after this petulant and very public out 
bust by someone who obviously believes 
that Victorians should without a peep cede 
a large area of the inner harbour that be-
longs to all of us so he can make obscene 
private profits?

You can access this video of Evans at 
his April press conference at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-NOvEZnH4E

       John R Bell
              Victoria

Let’s admit: we are busy people and 
have to look for all available tools to make 
life easier and more comfortable. To afford 
the luxury of our modern lifestyle we have 
to work even harder. But let us stop for 
a moment and ask ourselves: Is it really 
worthwhile to add even more items we don’t 
really need? 

Advertisements of the industry try to 
tell us what we need -- but do we have to 
listen to all these voices? Why not be coura-
geous and follow our own judgement? In our 
society first a need is being created and a 
desire awakened to fill this need. Instead of 
solving an existing problem, we are adding 
new ones. 

Is this not the same pattern we see in the 
development scene? Let us ask: Is it really 
important to build another subdivision on 
agricultural land? Where is the need? There 
are many houses for sale in the Region, but 
most of them are not affordable for those 
who would need housing. We don’t need 
more mansions only the wealthy can afford. 

What we do need is land. Land for food 
production so we can support ourselves in a 
time of crisis. As soon as land is being paved 
over, it is lost forever. Money should never 
be our guide for future decisions.

With each new development come more 
problems. Problems we can’t predict. There 
is increased traffic and air pollution, more 
congestion and noise -- but there are also 
problems with the waste. What happens 
with all the waste? 

We use shampoos and conditioners 
in our daily showers, dishwasher soap in 
our washing machines and detergents 
for cleaning the house; and what about 
pharmaceuticals and hormones in human 
waste and all the oil and grease from our 
roads and parking lots that’s being flushed 
into our drainage or sewer system? Or let’s 
think about how we are treating our lawns 
and gardens; how much debris will end up 
in ditches and creeks and finally impact our 

ground water?
Then there are all these pesticides, 

insecticides, herbicides and fertilizers with 
a potential health hazard that are still being 
used on many farms today. Do we really 
need to poison our environment even more? 
In our effort to be more productive and sell 
even more, we are creating problems we 
can’t eradicate any more. 

The question is, what are we doing with 
all these disease-causing elements that 
are being released into our environment? 
Research shows that many of these con-
taminants can’t be properly eliminated and 
finally will end up in our food chain and in 
our drinking water. 

Viruses and bacteria can survive in the 
soil for a long time and can trigger serious 
illnesses like cancer, endocarditis, men-
ingitis, diabetes and other ailments. Then 
there are heavy metals and pharmaceuti-
cals and hormones that can cause serious 
health problems. We may still remember 
the Minamata disease in Japan, caused by 
mercury in the water. 

As Dr. Picoulin stated in her article 
Disease Causing Substance in Treated 
Wastewater, health hazards in our environ-
ment and wastewater release significant 
amounts of toxic and pathogenic contami-
nants into the environment. There are more 
than 100,000 registered endocrine disrup-
tors that are far more toxic than our own 
body’s natural hormones. (Environmental 
Estrogens: Consequences to Human Health 
and Wildlife. IEH assessment. Medical Re-
search Council, Institute for Environment 
and Health) 

Can we really play with our health and 
the health of residents for monetary gain? 
Therefore let’s think twice before paving 
over even more agricultural land and al-
lowing a development that doesn’t serve 
a need. 

      Hildegard Horie 
                         Central Saanich

In Canada, workers overwhelmingly 
outnumber those who rely on investments 
rather than working for their livelihood. With 
one person, one vote, why are not workers 
organizing their overwhelming numbers 
to dictate their government’s policies and 
direction?

I suggest this is because workers have 
no sense of class consciousness in a society 
where we have been brainwashed to believe 
is “classless”. Thus most of the working 
class vote for the traditional two corporate- 
supported Conservative and Liberal parties.

By design of the “ruling class”, the NDP 
has deliberately been made ineffective.  
This ensures that the workers do not unite, 
and use their numbers to take over political 
power.

Thus, it seems to me that the solution 
to this situation is to remove the dominance 
of the current ruling class and to develop a 
sense of identity and solidarity of the work-
ing class in Canada.

Now is the time for workers to organize 
for political power.  With the decline in the 
global economy, We the People can expect 
to suffer more and more cutbacks in govern-
ment services (health care, education) as 
government incomes fall.

If We the People organize for political 
power, the worker’s governing party would 

impose social justice and look after their 
own and society’s needs and desires at 
the expense of the current ruling exploitive 
wealth class.

What do you think? Could this be done?
   Gerry Masuda
              Duncan

“Inflation rate falls to 1%” reads the 
heading of an article in the July 23 CBC 
News, and from where I sit here in Greater 
Victoria,  BC, that is the most ridiculous thing 
I have read or heard since Flaherty asked 
permission of the House of Commons to 
be queer.

I am trying hard to think of anything 
that has decreased in price sufficiently to 
counteract the 10% increase in gas prices, 
the additional green taxes, HST taxes, in-
creases in Hydro rates, bus pass increases, 
and food prices in the supermarkets, to 
mention just a few.

Maybe in Ottawa you are all fooled by 
the gobbledegook of the financial depart-

Why should we care?Why would anyone in their right mind 
support Victoria International Marina?

Need to develop a working class 
consciousness

ment of Statistics Canada, but here on the 
ground in the reality of living, what I read in 
this article has no bearing on that reality.

I am more inclined to believe that the 
reason for this absurd claim is to avoid real 
time increases in payments that are tied to 
inflation, such as pensions. We pay the extra 
taxes (yes, Harper and Campbell, they are 
taxes) with increasing difficulty and such 
“bs” statistics about the inflation rate stops 
a corresponding increase in pensions.

So, sorry we (old people) are such a 
burden to this Reform/Alliance coalition gov-
ernment that they have to lie about this too.

                 Jeremy Arney
                      Saanichton 

Please tell me where is the news that 
should supersede anything and I mean 
anything in Canada right now?

Our prime minister, with a mere 37.65% 
of the people who voted behind him, is fully 
intending to give away Canadian sover-
eignty in favour of a few trade deals and a 
few dollars.

He has finally come right out and 
said what a lot of us have been thinking 
he has wanted since he became prime 
minister. Go to to www.youtube.com/
watch?v=McWAnMWoSyY to view a video 
in which PM Stephen Harper says, “ I know 
some people don’t like it. It is a loss of na-
tional sovereignty, but it is a simple reality.”

[He is] a prime minister who refused to 
acknowledge in the election of 2008 that 
there was a financial problem in Canada 
to one who now, less than two years later, 
says we have to surrender our sovereignty 
to survive financially.

This is TREASON from a man who does 
not have the backing of the majority of Ca-

nadians, who has not asked Canadians for 
this mandate, who has not conferred with 
parliament, who is simply taking the country 
where HE wants the country to go -- into the 
world government mode.

Did you even know this?  If you did, why 
have you hidden it from Canadians -- your 
readers or watchers or listeners, who rely 
on you for this kind of information?

I acknowledge that I do not read all these 
publications, and some of you may have 
mentioned this development, and if you 
have, great, but why is it still hidden news? 
Why have the rest of you not picked up on 
it and simply shouted or rather screamed 
this to Canadians.

Your prime minister is willing and 
wants to give away Canada and Canadian 
sovereignty.

Do you not care?
I do.

                Jeremy Arney
        Saanichton 

Prime minister is willing to give away 
Canada and Canadian sovereignity

Is 1% inflation rate a ploy to avoid paying 
higher pensions, wonders this senior

GUMPTION AND GRIT...WOMEN OF 
THE CARIBOO/CHILCOTIN, edited by S. 
Birchwater

This collection of biographiess does not 
attempt to collect only the sweethearts of 
the region. 

It is a good read of very interesting 
characters against the background of BC’s 
cowboy country. 

Most enjoyable coverage of the area I 
have ever read.

  --Ron MacIsaac

ROYAL NOVA SCOTIA INTERNATIONAL 
TATTOO, by S. Falconer, GOOSE LANE 
BOOKS

Almost 500 pages of pipers, dancers, 
with Scottish inspired activities all over the 
globe. It’s a huge table top book which will 
grace every Scots home.

 

Ron reviews:
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Bill Hartley
Insurance 

Services Ltd.
• All types of insurance •

Auto, Home, Business, Boat, Life, Mortgage Cancellation 
& Financial Planning

Office: 250-388-5014   FAX: 250-388-4277
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 (at Douglas and Bay)

NOTICE OF GENERAL MEETING
Saanich South New Democrats 

invite members to our 2010 General Meeting!

Please join us for a light dinner and discussion, 
with special guest speaker Bob Simpson, 

MLA for Cariboo North and 
Opposition Critic for Aboriginal Relations 

and Reconciliation.

 To do our bit for Mother Earth and save on 
disposables, please bring your own plate and cutlery. 

 When: Tuesday, September 21, from 5:00-7:30 pm
Where: 5238 Cordova Bay Road

Questions?  Call us at 250-479-1100 or 
e-mail us at saanichsouthndp@gmail.com

VANCOUVER -- In a unanimous city council vote earlier this year, New Westminster 
became the first municipality in Canada to adopt a living wage policy. The policy requires 
that both direct city employees and contract employees be paid at or above an hourly family 
living wage, which is calculated annually by the Living Wage for Families Campaign and 
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).

City Councillor Jaimie McEvoy, who initially brought forward the policy, said the city 
was especially concerned about child poverty. “It was disconcerting to learn that over half 
of the children who live in poverty in BC have a parent who works full-time. At the end of 
the day, for people who work for the city on contract, we want to be part of the solution, 
not part of the problem.”

New Westminster joins over 140 US cities and scores of British cities that have living 
wage bylaws on their books. The Living Wage concept is receiving a lot of attention by 
policy makers worldwide as effective anti-poverty tool. The US federal government is con-
sidering using it as part of the criteria for awarding stimulus contracts and it was included in 
the election manifesto of the Labour party in the recent British general election campaign.

New Westminster’s decision underscores the fact that the living wage is now being 
taken seriously here in Canada as well. This is especially important given Canada has one 
of the highest rates of low-wage workers among rich countries, according to the OECD

The Living Wage for Families Campaign and the Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives congratulate New Westminster City Council for taking national leadership on poverty 
reduction by adopting this policy.

The campaign calls on large public and private sector employers to pay a family living 
wage. “A living wage is the difference between severe financial stress and a decent qual-
ity of life,” says Seth Klein, Director of the CCPA’s BC Office. “Families should not have 
to make impossible choices, such as whether to buy clothes or heat the house, feed the 
children or pay the rent.”

The 2008 living wage calculation reflects basic costs of living for a family of four with 
two young children living in Metro Vancouver (with both parents working full-time). The full 
calculation is detailed in Working for a Living Wage: Making Paid Work Meet Basic Family 
Needs in Vancouver and Victoria in 2008. Readers can obtain more information about the 
living wage at http:/livingwageforfamilies.ca. 

By Seth Klein, Marcy Cohen and 
Tim Richards

Families who work for low wages face 
impossible choices — buy clothing or heat 
the house, feed the children or pay the rent. 
The result can be spiralling debt, constant 
anxiety and long-term health problems. In 
many cases it means working long hours, 
often at two or three jobs, just to pay for 
basic necessities. Parents end up with little 
time to spend with their families, help their 
children with school-work, or participate in 
community activities.

For six years running, BC has had the 
highest child poverty rate in Canada. The 
story of child poverty is very much a story 
of low wages. More than half of BC’s poor 
children (56 percent) have at least one par-
ent working full-time all year. That’s why the 
living wage is one of the most powerful tools 
available to address this troubling state of 
poverty in BC.

In 2008, the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, First Call Child and Youth Ad-
vocacy Coalition, and Victoria’s Community 
Council co-published the inaugural report 
Working for a Living Wage. That report 
calculated that the living family wage was 
$16.74/hour in Metro Vancouver and $16.39/
hour in Metro Victoria. Since then, however, 
family costs have continued to rise and 
changes have been made to government 
taxes and transfers.

Today, the CCPA, First Call, and the Liv-
ing Wage for Families campaign released 
an updated 2010 Living Wage for Metro 
Vancouver –– it is now $18.17/hour.

Importantly, a living wage is not the 
same as the minimum wage, which is the 
legal minimum all employers must pay. The 
living wage sets a higher test — it reflects 
what earners in a family need to bring home, 
based on the actual costs of living in a spe-
cific community. It is the hourly rate at which 
a household can meet its basic needs, tak-
ing into account both government transfers 
to families (such as the Canada Child Tax 
Benefit) and deductions such as income and 
payroll taxes.

The calculation is based on a family of 
four with two young children, and presumes 
that both parents are working full time. 
(Importantly, the living wage is also enough 
to support a single parent with one child.) 
But this is also a conservative budget, with 
virtually no wiggle room for extras many of 
us take for granted. It does not cover items 
such as: credit card or other debt/interest 
payments; savings for retirement; or savings 
for children’s future education.

The 2010 Living Wage is 8.5 percent 
higher than two years ago. What’s driving the 
increase? The food amount is up consider-
ably, according to data from the Dietitians 

City of New Westminster adopts first ever 
living wage policy in Canada

of Canada. Rent increases are also a big 
driver, according to CMHC data. And child 
care fees also took a big jump of $113/month 
in the wake of federal and provincial cuts 
that effectively cancelled out what families 
now receive in the federal Universal Child 
Care Benefit each month.

Notably, the costs of these essential 
items that low-income families cannot avoid 
have increased by more than the general 
rate of inflation (CPI).

The living wage campaign is a call 
primarily to large private and public sector 
employers to pay wages to both direct and 
contract employees sufficient to provide the 
basics to families with children.

And that is starting to happen. Two credit 
unions are now official living wage employ-
ers. So is Atira Women’s Resources Society, 
a large social housing provider. And just last 
week, the City of New Westminster became 
the first municipality in Canada to adopt a 
comprehensive living wage policy, a truly 
bold decision. 

Research has shown that paying living 
wages has concrete benefits for employers 
including increased morale and productiv-
ity levels, reduced recruitment and training 
costs, and improved customer satisfaction.

In a time of economic recession or job-
less recovery, it is particularly important 
that public sector employers (municipalities, 
school boards, health authorities, etc.) and 
financially healthy private sector companies 
mitigate the downturn by enhancing the 
earnings of low-income families. Given that 
low-income families tend to spend almost 
all their income in their local communities, 
boosting the earnings of these households 
is one of the most effective ways to stimulate 
the economy.

Government policies and programs 
also have a direct impact on the living 
wage calculation. If governments increased 
transfers like the Child Tax Benefit or the 
BC Rental Assistance Grant, then the living 
wage would be less. Similarly, if we had a 
universal publicly-funded child care system, 
the living wage would be dramatically less. 
Given this, a key way employers can re-
duce the payroll costs of the living wage is 
to advocate for these kinds of progressive 
policy changes.

Seth, Marcy and Tim are co-authors of Working 
for a Living Wage 2010: Making Paid Work Meet 
Basic Family Needs in Metro Vancouver, avail-
able at www.policyalternatives.ca.
For more on the Metro Vancouver Living Wage 
for Families campaign, including information 
for employers wanting to become living wage 
employers, visit www.livingwageforfamilies.ca
A detailed calculation guide and spreadsheet are 
also available for those wishing to calculate the 
living wage in their own communities.

2010 Living Wage Update: Reflecting the real 
costs of raising a family in Metro VancouverBy Jim Taylor

Suppose BP had never managed to plug 
its well in the Gulf of Mexico.

As I write this column, BP claims suc-
cess for the newly installed cap on its un-
dersea volcano, to contain the oil spewing 
into the ocean since April.

Testing was delayed while the US gov-
ernment tried to ascertain if the well bore 
itself was damaged, hundreds of metres 
underground. Industry insiders had raised 
that possibility.

Over a month ago, an article in The 
OilDrum.com, an oil industry website, sug-
gested that BP’s failure to seal the well 
by injecting mud and concrete suggested 
a fractured well casing. Oil was escaping 
through the sea floor.

A team of Russian scientists called in by 
BP -- the only humans to have descended 
into the ocean to view the damage directly 
-- claimed to have seen leakage from at 
least 18 other sites, with the largest leak 
11 km away.

Research vessel Thomas Jefferson also 
reported rifts in the ocean floor haemorrhag-
ing oil and methane gas.

Bloomberg, CNN, the Wall Street Jour-
nal, and the Washington Post all cited BP 
officials -- anonymously, of course -- who 
admitted that the well casing might have 
ruptured.

If so, a successful capping at the well-
head would have made matters worse.

TOO LONG TO THINK ABOUT
George W. Bush’s former energy advi-

sor Matt Simmons estimated the oil to be 
under very high pressure per square inch. 
With the main bore sealed, it would have 
erupted through the ocean floor wherever 
it could find a crack or cranny.

Admittedly, Simmons had his own 
agenda to promote. He was lobbying for a 
nuclear blast to seal the well. The alterna-
tive, he said, was to wait for the oil field to 
bleed dry. In about 30 years.

That’s a long time.
“Never” is even longer.

We don’t like thinking about never. But 
we all have to deal with it. The parent, child, 
or sibling who dies will never come back. A 
harsh word cannot be recalled. A moment’s 
carelessness at the wheel that flattens a 
pedestrian can’t be undone.

Real life has no “undo” button.
BP, Deepwater Horizon, and Halliburton 

chose to save a few days -- and perhaps a 
few million dollars -- by cutting corners on 
accepted safety standards.

Even if this well is now under control 
-- not yet a certainty -- does anyone seri-
ously believe that future drillers will never 
take short cuts?

Only the next time it happens, it will be 
in even more difficult circumstances.

PETROLEUM ADDICTION
What the Mexican Gulf disaster shows 

us -- or should show us -- is how desperate 
our civilization is becoming for oil. We may 
or may not have passed what’s called “peak 
oil”, the moment when our ever-increasing 
demand for oil surpasses our ability to 
produce it.

But what’s beyond question is that there 
is no easy oil left. In the Gulf of Mexico, 
drilling starts under 1.5 km of water. Off 
Newfoundland, 2.5 km. Off Brazil, 2 km of 
ocean, plus another 5 km below the seabed.

Yet even Brazil’s eight-billion-barrel Tupi 
field, hailed as the biggest discovery of the 
last decade, would be enough to feed the 
world’s present energy addiction for only 
about four weeks.

The on-going wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq have little to do with catching terrorists, 
a lot to do with protecting oil supplies and 
potential pipeline routes.

So there will be another accident, an-
other blowout, simply because future wells 
will occur in even more risky situations.

MISPLACED FAITH
Syndicated columnist Linda McQuaig 

calls this attitude our “blind faith in technol-

“Never” is an ugly word

        Please turn to “Never”,  on page 8 
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2010 
James Bay 

Art Walk
Saturday, September 11 & 

Sunday, September 12
11:00 AM to 5 PM

www.jamesbayartwalk.ca

By Jim Manly
Libby Davies, the NDP Member of Parliament for Vancouver East, has earned a 

commendable reputation as an advocate for her constituents.  She has also spoken out 
with courage and intelligence on many national and international issues including the 
government’s failure to support Canadian citizens unjustly arrested overseas, the sellout 
of Canadian companies and of course issues of poverty and unemployment. In addition, 
she has done a good job as the NDP Deputy House Leader.  Hard working, courageous, 
compassionate, and in touch with people, that’s Libby.

In a statement released the day after the May 31 raid on the Gaza Peace Flotilla, Davies 
gave voice to the concerns of thousands of Canadians and outlined minimal demands for 
national and international action. She said:

“I wish to express my sympathy and outrage for the families and friends of those who 
lost their lives and those who were injured in the horrendous attack today by Israeli Defence 
Forces against the Freedom Flotilla carrying humanitarian aid to Gaza,” 

“This deadly assault on peace activists, who only wanted the people of Gaza to receive 
the basic necessities of life, is shocking and unconscionable and demands an immediate 
investigation and response by the International Community. The illegal siege on Gaza, now 
in its 3rd year, must be ended.

“The Government of Canada must speak out and make it clear that Canada condemns 
all such actions against innocent people who are peace activists.

“The hundreds of participants in the Freedom Flotilla who have now been detained by 
Israel must be released.”

“As someone who has visited Gaza twice, mostly recently in August 2009, I have 
witnessed first-hand the devastation of the siege on Gaza and its 1.6 million inhabitants.”

“Like Rachel Corrie and other internationals who have given their life for justice for 
Palestinians, we honour their life’s work and will continue to work for peace and justice in 
the Middle East.” 

After a protest rally at which she spoke, an Internet journalist asked Davies if she 
thought the occupation in Israel began in 1948 or 1967. After hesitating, she answered: 
“Forty-eight. I mean, it’s the longest occupation in the world. …I’m not going to ar-
gue numbers.  It’s too long, right?”

Although the interview was posted on You-Tube, it attracted little attention until Thomas 
Mulcair, the only New Democrat MP from Quebec, made a public statement criticizing 
Libby for her comments.

Under pressure from other members of the caucus and Jack Layton who described her 
comments as a “serious mistake”, Libby Davies apologized and issued a clarifying statement.

“My reference to the year 1948 as the beginning of the Israeli occupation of Palestin-
ian territory was a serious and completely inadvertent error; I apologize for this and regret 
any confusion it has caused.  I have always supported a two-state solution to the on-going 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict and have never questioned Israel’s right to exist and the Pales-
tinian’s right to a viable state.

“New Democrats have long called for a peaceful, negotiated end to the conflict where 
Israelis and Palestinians can live side by side with secure borders. This is a policy I fully 
support.  I reject the allegation that I hate Israel, and I reject the assertion that I said that 
Israel is illegitimate or an abomination. Neither are true.”

Bob Rae, the Liberal Foreign Affairs critic and a former New Democrat, rushed to the 
attack, dishonestly   claiming that Libby had implied that “Israel has no right to exist”.  He 
called for Jack Layton to ask her to resign as Deputy House Leader and to apologize to 
all Canadians.   Stephen Harper also described her comments as “a fundamental denial 
of Israel’s right to exist” and called for her resignation.

Under this kind of irresponsible pressure, Jack Layton called on Israel’s ambassador 
to Canada and emphasized that Libby’s comments didn’t reflect NDP policy. In response 
to letters supporting Libby, he wrote:

“On issues that divide Canadians, New Democrats have tried to build asmuch common 
ground as possible around our caucus table. This kind of collegial approach builds a strong 
team, one that can stand up to Stephen Harper and speak as one voice on critical issues. 
By working together as a caucus, we achieve better results for progressive Canadians. 
And when we have different views on the way we approach an issue, it’s important that we 
work through those differences in a constructive manner, like a family. …”

“As for Libby’s comments, she quickly clarified her comments and I accepted her clari-
fication. She has ably served for seven years in the crucial position of NDP House Leader 
and continues to carry out these duties, as well as serving as Deputy Leader for me and for 
our caucus. Like you, I have the utmost respect for Libby as a person and as an activist.”

But if Jack was a little too nimble and quick trying to play down the controversy, rank 
and file New Democrats weren’t buying it.  In response to appeals by Murray Dobbin and 
Judy Rebick, hundreds of people wrote to Layton and the NDP Caucus demanding a 
stronger more courageous stand.  The issue took on a life of its own and many saw it as 
going to the heart of New Democratic Party politics.  The Israeli attack on the flotilla, fol-
lowing the earlier 2008-09 war on Gaza and the continuing denial of Gaza’s right to import 
basic necessities had opened many people’s eyes to Israel’s long history of violating the 
basic rights of the Palestinian people and to Canada’s complicity in this violation.  Many of 
the people who wrote were key New Democrats, riding executive members, members of 
Provincial Council, and former candidates.

Bob Smits of the Nanaimo-Cowichan Riding typifies the sad and angry attitude of many 
party activists.

“I am very concerned about the attack on Libby Davies, some of it by members of OUR 
caucus, merely because she does not toe the pro-Israeli line. I am far more concerned 
by our lack of criticism of Israel for the outrageous murder of peace activists on the high 
seas than I am by anything Libby has said…

“The NDP needs to take an informed, and independent point of view of the situation in 
the Middle East. Last December’s brutal assault on Gaza by the Israeli army and air force 
-- and the deliberate targeting of civilians (as publicly confessed by the soldiers who did it) 
-- should have been a tipping point for those in the NDP who preferred to sit on the fence. …

Criticism of the brutal and inhumane actions of the state of Israel is NOT anti-semitism, 
and those who smear Ms Davies should not be supported.” 

“Nor am I satisfied with this weak kneed and lack lustre defence of Ms Davies by our 
Party. Our capitulation is shameful, Jack, shameful. I thought better of you. And I thought 
better of our caucus.” 

One of the most significant letters came from Rabbi David Mivasair, who has lived in 
Israel at different times and is “deeply tied to that land and its people…involved with Is-
rael daily and know its realities well”.  Now the Rabbi of Ahavat Synagogue in Vancouver, 
Mivasair confirmed that the occupation began in 1948

“I can introduce you to Palestinians living here in Vancouver who were forced out of 
their homes at gunpoint by Jews in 1948 and their villages destroyed.  That’s occupation.  
It happened.”  

“To imply that Libby doesn’t support the existence of the State of Israel is nothing but 
disingenuous manipulation.  You know that’s not true; Libby does support the existence of 
the State of Israel.  It is Israel’s behaviour that Libby condemns – and rightfully so.

“I am surprised and deeply disappointed that you didn’t defend Libby, certainly one of 
the NDP’s most courageous, clear-thinking and popular MP’s.  You should have turned the 
criticism back on Bob Rae and Thomas Mulcair for suggesting that, because Libby spoke 
the truth about 1948, her support for Israel’s right to exist is suspect.“

One letter quoted the prophetic words of Martin Luther King: “Cowardice asks the 
question—is it safe?  Expediency asks the question—is it politic?  Vanity asks the ques-
tion—is it popular?  But conscience asks the question—is it right?  And there comes a time 
when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular; but one must 
take it because it’s right.”  The need to stand up for the human rights, social, political and 
economic, of the Palestinian people has become one of the defining issues of our time.  It 
is time for the New Democratic Party to provide strong leadership for this.

What was Libby’s “serious mistake”?  Her apology.  As Rabbi Mivasair emphasized, the 
occupation was well underway by 1948.  For details of this occupation see Ilan Pappe’s 
book The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine [reviewed on page 19].

Jim Manly is a former NDP Member of Parliament.

Libby’s “serious mistake”

crowds which included many young women 
and men attending a demonstration for the 
first time. Dozens walked behind the Social-
ist Action banner inscribed with the words 
“No corporate bail-out. Make Capital pay 
for the crisis! Nationalize Auto, Steel and 
Banks – under Workers’ Control”. 

SA members collected over $550 in 
sales of anti-capitalist, anti-war and eco-
socialist buttons, and SA newspapers in 
a span of four days. We distributed 1,000 
trilingual statements against the agenda 
of the G20 (presenting the policies of our 
Canada/Quebec, American and Mexican 
sister parties). Over 40 activists attended 
an SA public forum at the People’s Summit, 
dozens more came to our display table at 
the Ryerson Hub, and we received applica-
tions from five individuals seeking detailed 
information about, or membership in SA.

Harper and his global partners in crime 
have stirred a giant from slumber. Will this 
youthful giant master the policies, strategy 

and organization needed to seize the time? 
No one can say, but socialists have an in-
dispensable, and evidently welcome role to 
play in this still unfolding drama.

Barry Weisleder is a socialist activist and has 
been influential in various radical organizations 
since the 1960s. He is the current co-chair of the 
NDP Socialist Caucus. The Socialist Caucus has 
the goal of pushing the NDP toward socialist posi-
tions and away from liberal and centrist politics, 
particularly the “Third Way” promoted by some 
moderates in the 1990s.

Summits of deceit and repression, from page 3

COASTAL FISHES of the Pacific North-
west, by A. Lamb & P. Edgell, HARBOUR 
PUBLISHER

 Wonderfully photographed by Phil 
Edgell, this book will excite your interest in 
fish much as bird books fascinate Birders.  
Coastal Fishes creates a whole new world 
for nature lovers. A must have.

  --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at

olsendj@shaw.ca

Jean Crowder

By Jean Crowder
The recent announcement that refusing 

to fill out the long-form census will no longer 
be punishable came out of the blue and left 
many wondering what is the motivation for 
such a decision. 

2006 census.  
Those thousands of emails were re-

ceived from across Canada because real 
people were genuinely concerned about 
the outsourcing of Canadian data collection 
to an American company.  This time, it is a 
mystery why it seems that only Conserva-
tives are hearing about those who find the 
law requiring Canadians to fill out long-form 
census questionnaires to be intrusive.

 It still remains unclear as to why the 
Conservatives are seeking to change the 
variables in a longitudinal study that tells 
Canadians who they are.   What is not a 
mystery is that all kinds of Canadians from 
many different communities are lining up in 
opposition to the government’s announce-
ment.  These same people are providing 
some compelling reasons for us to continue 
with the mandatory census.

Census information is not just used by 

Federal government’s census decision has proponents shaking their heads

NOTICE of AGM
•	Saturday, September 18 - 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.
•	Oaklands Community Centre  - 1 - 2827 Belmont Avenue

OPEN HOUSE WORKSHOP to follow - 2:45 to 4:30 p.m.   
(All who care about the future of public education are welcome!  No registration fee.)

“Advocating for Public Education:  Insider Tips”
facilitated by Sarina Auriel, M.A.

Sarina Auriel has two sons who attend Vancouver public schools and is an executive member of the Vancouver 
District Parent Advisory Council (DPAC).  Sarina has sat on several VSB committees.  For more information about 
Sarina’s professional work go to: www.ihae.ca  

According to the 
government, it is mere-
ly responding to the 
call from Canadians 
to change the law. The 
problem is why are 
the Conservatives the 
only ones hearing this 
outcry?

Many offices on 
Parliament Hill remem-
ber well the organized campaign that flooded 
email inboxes, based on the American arms 
manufacturer Lockheed Martin being con-
tracted to create the software used for the 

As part of Aboriginal History Month, MP Jean Crowder attends Alexander Elemen-
tay School for a Cultural Gathering with Joe Thorne and Wayne Charlie.

Nik West photo

the federal government.  Provincial and mu-
nicipal governments rely on the information 
for their planning as well.  It is not surprising 
that most provinces have lined up to oppose 
the decision.  

The information that we gather in a 
census helps us know ourselves.  When 
compared with data from other census it 
allows us an important window into how 
we are changing and where that change is 
happening.  It may sound oversimplified, but 
without census data, we would be working 
from best-guesses instead of hard fact. 
Without this data, it will be virtually impos-
sible for policy makers to develop new policy 
and change old policy in a way that will be 
beneficial to the Canadian populous.

MP Jean Crowder (centre) walks in as part of the Grand Entrance for the Assembly 
of First Nations Annual Assembly in Winnipeg on July 20. Beside her is Kathleen 
McHugh, the chair of the AFN Women’s Council. Behind her is Bolivia’s ambas-
sador to Canada, Edgar Jose Torrez Mosqueira, who addressed the Assembly and 
spoke on climate change.

have focused on how even our regional 
government (Cowichan Valley Regional Dis-
trict) uses this information to plan schools, 
transportation corridors and housing retrofit 
programs. 

Charitable organizations, advocacy 
groups, health providers, religious organiza-
tions, and community groups are also lining 
up to question the Conservative’s decision.   

They all agree the knowledge gleaned 
from the census is invaluable to determine 
the activities and social programs we should 
pursue.  These organizations are saying that 
the information about where we have been 
and where we are going allows for the most 
effective planning to address trends in our 
population.

What is clear is that the decision was 
made in private with no mandate and with 
no consultation.  For such an important is-
sue, Canadians deserve to truly be involved 
in the process.  

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan.

Criticism of the 
change to the need 
for a long form cen-
sus is not limited to 
the provinces.  In 
Nanaimo-Cowichan, 
recent media stories 

ogy and the human 
ability to solve any 
problem”.

F o r  e x a m p l e , 
the two relief wells 
BP is drilling to in-
tercept the present 
well more than two 
km underground, in 
mid-August. The solu-
tion sounds simple. In 
fact, it’s equivalent to 
threading a very long 
drinking straw into the 
opening of a pop can 
100 metres away.

Indeed, applying our technology 
can make things worse. BP poured 
some 1.4 million gallons of chemical 
dispersants into the sea to break up 
oil slicks.

Dispersant maker Nalco lists pos-
sible symptoms of exposure -- head-
aches, nausea, vomiting, diarrhoea, 
dizziness, chest pain, lung irritation... 
to say nothing of longer term effects 
like cancer, liver and kidney damage, 
genetic mutations...

The exposure is already hap-
pening. Independent journalist Dahr 
Jamail visited Barataria, about an 
hour south of New Orleans. In the 
shallow water of the bay, the sun’s 
warmth causes dispersants and 
volatile petrochemicals to evaporate 
into the air.

“Within minutes of arriving, we 
begin to feel dizzy from airborne 
chemicals,” Jamail wrote. After only 
two hours, Jamail’s photographer 
developed a skin rash.

“I was shocked by the rapidity of the 
onset of symptoms,” Jamail concluded. “My 
eyes still burn and my chest is tight, long 
after we exited the toxic soup of air and 
water south of New Orleans.”

Even if this particular runaway gusher 
is capped and controlled, damage to the 
environment and the people will never be 
undone.

Never is an ugly word. But given the 
potential consequences of technological 
mistakes, we need to start thinking seriously 
about the implications of “never.”

Jim Taylor writes two weekly columns called 
Sharpedges and Softedges. Back copies of his 
columns may be read at http://edges.Canada-
homepage.net. He can be reached at jimt@
quixotic.ca.
Copyright © 2010 by Jim Taylor. Non-profit use 
in congregations and study groups encouraged; 
all other rights reserved.

“Never” is an ugly word, from page 6

Ron reviews:
THIS VANISHING LAND, a Woman’s Jour-
ney to the Canadian Arctic, by D. Whelan, 
CAITLIN PRESS

The author, a media person, retraced 
the route of North Pole explorers, with a 
group of military.

She tells of her driving a Bombadier 
skidoo, pulling a thousand pounds of sup-
plies in a following Komatik (sled).  The ice, 
snow and gravel surfaces were difficult and 
she could not brake or the komatik would 
run her down.  

An earthy story complete with the dif-
ficulties of going to the bathroom.

  --Ron MacIsaac
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 :
970 Blanshard Street
Victoria, BC  V8W 2H3

telephone: 363-3600
e-mail: Savoie.d@parl.gc.ca
on the web: www.denisesavoie.ca

Denise Savoie
Member of Parliament for Victoria

Your voice in OttawaYour voice in Ottawa

Hotdogs, Hamburgers & Horgan
A Summer BBQ supporting John Horgan 

& the Juan de Fuca New Democrats

Sunday, August 22, at Sooke Flats Park
Noon - 2 p.m.
Free to all!

Call or email Heather for tickets or info
250-479-5405 or goliard86@shaw.ca

By Denise Savoie
As I write this the Conservative govern-

ment is refusing to reverse the profoundly 
flawed decision to discontinue the long form 
census questionnaire and replace it with a 
voluntary National Household Survey. This 
decision shows us once again that Stephen 
Harper has very little interest in understand-
ing Canadians and creating comprehensive 
and responsive public policy for Canada. 

Statistics Canada has estimated that the 
proposed changes could cost taxpayers an 
extra $30 million dollars and since 1991 the 
Privacy Commissioner has received only 50 
privacy complaints related to the census. 
This begs the question: in the face of wide-
spread opposition and no legitimate reason-
ing for cancelling the long form census, why 
is Stephen Harper refusing to back down?

Among other things, the census acts as 
a tool for civil society to hold government 
to account.  I think Mr. Harper is looking to 
avoid responsibility for the consequences of 
poor policy decisions. 

The mandatory long form census pro-
vides reliable and essential data on the la-
bour force, education, income, immigrants, 
disabilities and a detailed look at each re-
gion’s demographic, economic and cultural 
fabric. This information allows policy mak-
ers and service providers to plan effectively 
and ensure that resources are allocated 
wisely.

The Capital Regional District noted 
that major decisions regarding wastewater 
treatment plants, affordable housing, and 
new hospitals rely on this data. The Greater 
Victoria Community Indicators Network, 
a coalition of 18 community partners in 
southern Vancouver Island, argues that the 
voluntary nature of the new survey will cre-
ate gaps between jurisdictions and will skew 
the results for some population subgroups, 
especially those who are most vulnerable 
and least likely to fill out the survey. 

This change will have a radical impact 
on the ability of all levels of government to 
develop fact-based policies and programs 
to address a wide range of challenges. Key 
among these is affordable housing.

Three million Canadian families live in 
substandard or unaffordable housing, and 
Canada is the only G8 country without a na-

tional housing strategy. By recently adding 
more than 150 rental units to our affordable 
and supportive housing supply, the City of 
Victoria is stepping in to fill the void left by 
the federal government. Municipal revenue, 
however, is limited to property taxes and 
municipal governments should not have to 
shoulder this responsibility on their own. The 
New Democrat Bill C-304 calls on Ottawa to 
work with all levels of government, Aborigi-
nal communities, civil society and private 
sector stakeholders to develop a national 
housing strategy and tackle the housing 
crisis in a meaningful way.   

Before the House adjourned, I intro-
duced Bill C-549 to finally put to good use 
the massive “surplus” generated each year 
by the Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor-
poration. My legislation would allow CMHC 
to fulfill its official mandate of helping Ca-
nadians access secure, affordable housing.

In late June, I held a roundtable with 
20 of Victoria’s leading housing advocates. 
They were supportive of our initiatives to 
advance housing at the federal level and 
shared their own innovative ideas. Some 
churches, for example, are offering free 
land for housing projects, but the difficulty 
is that they cannot give it away because no 
programs exist to take advantage of their 
generous offers. Others propose that CMHC 
provide repayable loans for affordable hous-
ing repairs and retrofits and renew subsidy 
programs for cooperative housing.

It will take a concerted effort by every-
body to fill the gap in affordable housing in 
Canada. Community-based organizations 
and local governments can only do so much. 

There was a time when they were sup-
ported by a federal government that be-
lieved it had a role to play in the health and 
well-being of citizens. One day I believe we 
will get that kind of government in Ottawa. 
Until then, let’s keep up the campaign for Bill 
C-304. And let’s remember that a Victoria 
where no one is left behind will be a stron-
ger, more cohesive community for all of us. 

Best wishes and I look forward to meet-
ing many of you at local events throughout 
the summer.

Denise Savoie is Member of Parliament for 
Victoria.

High time for housing leadership in Ottawa

MP Denise Savoie cuts cake at the Canada Day block  party in Victoria.

The Vancouver Island Spine is a proposed 700 kilometer trail that will stretch along the en-
tire north/south length of Vancouver Island between Cape Scott and Victoria. 

Savoie 
also 
took 
part 

in the 
Van-

couver 
Island 
Spine 

Trail 
Relay 

in 
June.

Edith Loring-
Kuhanga, 
Saanich-Gulf 
Island NDP’s 
candidate in the 
next federal 
election, is being 
kept very busy 
attending 
meetings and 
gatherings 
around 
Greater Victoria.
Here she speaks 
at the Tsawout 
Festival on the 
Saanich 
Peninsula in 
June.

Below, she joins 
the Victoria NDP 
team at the Pride 
Parade on July 4.

Below, at the 
Hands Across 
the Sands event 
at Willows Beach 
in June, Edith 
joined over 400 
people in a mak-
ing a peaceful 
statement to 
governments 
that they oppose 
tanker traffic and 
coastal drilling.

Photos 
by
Michele
Murphy

THE LIFE AND ART 
OF GEORGE FERTIG, 
the unheralded artists 
of BC, by Mona Fer-
tig, MOTHER TONGUE 
PUBLISHERS

This is the third in the 
series of unheralded art-
ists of BC. This 1950s art-
ist and socialist,George 
Fertig, was not appreci-
ated in his lifetime.  He 
died in 1983. The book 
is simply a marvellous 
collection of his works.

--Ron MacIsaac
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Saanich North and the Islands 
New Democrats

 Keep in touch!
 

You can reach your president Gary Holman
 at gholman653@gmail.com

or by phone at 250-653-2042.

Cowichan Valley New Democrats

Stay in touch: 
By mail to PO Box 102, Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0

By phone: 250-466-0303
All members are welcome at our meetings.

VICTORIA - The BC Transmission 
Corporation moved back under BC Hydro 
control Monday, July 5, seven years after 
the BC Liberals tore apart the Crown cor-
poration. The move marks the end of an 
expensive failed experiment and proves 
that the BC Liberals should not be making 
important energy decisions without public 
scrutiny, say New Democrats. 

“Under new energy legislation, the 
BC Liberals have taken away virtually all 
independent oversight around energy is-
sues from the BC Utilities Commission 
and brought it under the direct control of 
cabinet,” said John Horgan, New Democrat 
energy critic. “The same piece of legislation 
reverses one of their first failures: splitting 
off the BC Transmission Corporation from 
BC Hydro.”

 Horgan noted the enormous cost to 
taxpayers to first separate, and then re-unite 
BC Hydro. Some reports say it cost $65 mil-
lion to split up the Crown corporation and 
operate separate boards of directors and 
management structures since 2003. 

“What is the added cost of winding down 
the BCTC? What happens to all those board 
members and duplicated senior manag-
ers? The BC Liberals must tell the public 
exactly how much this failed experiment 
cost taxpayers, and how much we’re pay-
ing to put the pieces back together again,” 
said Horgan.

“The energy policy we’ve seen from the 
BC Liberals in the past decade has resulted 
in skyrocketing hydro rates; ratepayers in 
British Columbia are already facing a pro-
posed increase of 29 percent on their hydro 
bills over the next three years. The Clean 
Energy Act promises to push rates higher 
still,” said Horgan.

“The BC Liberals brought forward these 
damaging changes without debate at the 
height of their botched implementation of the 
HST, resulting in very little public attention. 
But the implications will be as profound as 
the implications of the HST. 

“Whether it’s tax policy or energy policy, 
this BC Liberal crew cannot be trusted,” 
said Horgan.

By Rob Fleming
June 8 wass World Oceans Day -- an 

important day to reflect on the health of our 
marine ecosystems and their protection. 

The sinking of the BP Deepwater Hori-
zon offshore oil rig has created an unabated 
environmental disaster in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Now the worst US oil spill in history, the 
event is a stark warning to British Colum-
bians about the risks of drilling oil off our 
coastline.

 Unfortunately, the BC Liberals are either 
unable or unwilling to acknowledge the im-
portance of this catastrophe and its devasta-
tion on the fishery and marine ecosystems 
of our southern neighbours.

 The BC Liberals have been strong 
advocates of coastal oil drilling ever since 
they took office in 2001. Their 2003 Throne 
Speech stated that “by 2010, your govern-
ment wants an offshore oil and gas industry 
that is up and running.” Their 2007 energy 
plan committed to lift the ban on coastal oil 
drilling, saying they would “work with the 
federal government…to advance offshore 
development.”

 Throughout the month of May, with 
millions of litres of spilled oil reaching 
Louisiana’s shoreline, BC Liberal ministers 
refused to reconsider their push to open 
up our sensitive coasts to offshore oil drill-
ing, even as US governors and senators in 
Washington State, Oregon and California 

moved to permanently ban it.
 During question period this legislative 

session, myself and other members of the 
New Democrat caucus asked the BC Liber-
als to do the right thing and cease lobbying 
the federal government to overturn BC’s four 
decade ban on coastal oil drilling. Again, 
they refused to abandon their pursuit of this 
dirty and destructive plan.

 The uncontained tragedy in the Gulf 
is a reminder of all the reasons why it is 
important to maintain a moratorium on 
offshore oil and gas development in British 
Columbia. As that region’s fishermen are 
grounded and its tourism industry faces 
mass cancellations, financial stress and 
unemployment, we can see that in addition 
to all the environmental reasons to protect 
BC from offshore oil development, there are 
compelling economic reasons to protect our 
ocean from the risks of coastal drilling.

 New Democrats are continuing to fight 
for a better future for British Columbia – a 
future that protects the environmental values 
that make our province special. Defending 
our coastlines from ecologically destructive 
development like offshore oil and gas is part 
of our plan to ensure that British Columbia 
continues to be both beautiful and prosper-
ous for generations to come.

 
Rob Fleming is MLA for Victoria-Swan Lake and 
Official Opposition Environment Critic.

BCTC merger with BC Hydro latest proof of 
BC Liberals’ energy policy failure--Horgan

Gulf Oil spill disaster should be an 
environmental wake-up for BC

By G.E. Mortimore
Gordon Campbell and his MLAs deserve 

to be recalled and replaced. 
The recall campaign starts on November 

15, the earliest lawful signature-gathering 
day. We can organize right now for this 
political repair job.

“Liberal” fumbles and betrayals range 
from confused, deceitful handling of the 
Harmonized Sales Tax to covert support of 
healthcare privatization.  The HST petition 
shows that a critical number of citizens have 
caught the smell of management failure.

Bill of wrongs, Item 1: Dishonest bum-
bling. Campbell said the HST was “not 
contemplated”. After the election he intro-
duced it. He promised not to sell BC’s public 
railway. After the election he sold it. 

Item 2: Contempt for citizens. Log trucks 
are piled high with slender poles -- young 
trees cut from the tract of southwestern 
Vancouver Island woodland that Libs took 
out of forest use and opened for residential 
development without citizen consultation, 
creating automobile-dependent sprawl, 
and trashing regional plans. They did it to 
benefit a forest corporation.

Item 3: Feckless inability to invent and 
coordinate, think in a network, “walk while 
chewing gum”.

The forest industry is weak and falter-
ing. Thousands of loggers, millworkers and 
paper-workers are unemployed. Forest-
industry fixes advocated by experts and 
visionaries include…

1. Planting fast-growing native hard-
woods in some areas to enhance the flex-
ibility of supply-chain management attuned 
to changing markets.

2. Increasing the age to which trees grow 
in some other areas before they are har-
vested, to add an optimum amount of fibre. 

3. Enabling value-added wood-product 
manufacture, from furniture to prefab house.

4. Reorganizing inefficient sawmills. 
5. Launching more perpetual-yield 

woodlots in the style of Vancouver Island’s 
Merv Wilkinson, and training people for that 
way of life.

All those measures plus much more are 
within the reach of intelligent planners. Gov-
ernment must orchestrate forest-industry 
revitalization. But Libs have shown that 
they can’t get their act together. Increasing 
numbers of people want to remove them. 

Public anger encompasses all Libs, not 
just Campbell. Pat Bell, appointed forest 
minister after the forest-paving scandal 
broke, showed how ill-equipped he and 
colleagues are to cope with the 21st century.

A report by Auditor-General John Doyle 
said the government violated the public in-
terest with its forestland giveaway. Bell flew 
into a rage and attacked Doyle’s findings 
– a sad display of inability to face the chal-
lenge of redesigning the forestland harvest.  

Cool, creative leadership is needed 
to sort out the forest policy tangle – such 
leadership as Tommy Douglas and Presi-
dent Franklin Roosevelt provided -- Douglas 
when he triggered Canada’s healthcare 
revolution, Roosevelt when he lifted the 
dirt-poor Tennessee Valley to prosperity 
through electrical power and farm education 
and reform.

But Campbell and colleagues lack the 
problem-solving spark.

Fast, smooth transportation can do for 
BC – particularly for Vancouver Island – 
what hydro-electric power did for Tennes-
see in Roosevelt’s time. Sharpening the 
efficiency of transport and relief of close-
to-home poverty would go together, if the 
Libs knew how to walk while chewing gum. 
Poor people spend disproportionate dollars 
commuting to McJobs by car. They have a 
special stake in public transit.

Efficient transit can reduce the total 
transportation cost to taxpayers by clearing 
the roads, as people choose to do less driv-
ing. At the personal level, any household can 
save $10,000 a year if its members decide 
to own one less car. Provincial, federal and 
local governments can work together to 
change tax and zoning laws so that they 
encourage people to ride transit.

Campbell’s “free market” believers lack 
the savvy to do that. 

One sign of “Liberal” incompetence 
is their decision to kill Vancouver Island’s 
railway by refusing to invest money in this 
unobstructed route – even though roads, 
including the Malahat and the highway to 

Alberni, are growing more clogged and 
dangerous. Strengthening the rail artery 
means “transit plus”, a policy that unfolds in 
the following ways among others:

A. Transit-Oriented development, TOD. 
Don’t wait for demand to happen. That’s yes-
terday’s outdated “expert” doctrine.  Build 
economy and transit together. Development 
and transit feed money, passengers and 
freight to one another.

B. Senior comfort. Serve the millions 
of baby-boomers who will retire and quit 
driving. Many among them and in the ear-
lier generation will need care soon. Build 
adaptations of Toronto’s Jewish Geriatric 
Centre design near the railway: On the rim 
of each circular complex built on this model, 
there are apartments for independent 
living, rooms for visitors and recreation 
hall-theatre; in the next inward concentric 
circle, residential rooms and collective din-
ing; at the centre of the complex, long-term 
care, acute hospital, research offices and 
laboratories. 

C. Railside research/industrial parks. 
Their possible goals and products in-
clude software and hardware for Demand 
Responsive Transit, which links transit 
arteries with home, stores and workplace. 
Among DRT elements are taxi-buses run-
ning near your door, blending fixed routes 
with dial-a-bus service, and video maps 
that show you where and when taxi-buses 
are moving, on home screens and at bus 
stops.  Government can offer cash rewards 
and tax incentives for DRT systems and for 
videos that scan store shelves and chart 
delivery service. 

D. Rail-cargo research and promotion. 
North America has 300 short-line railways, 
many of them successful with government 
support. Ground Effects, Ltd., a struggling 
Windsor, Ontario auto-parts manufacturer, 
switched to making lightweight shelters for 
Haiti. BC could export earthquake-resistant 
prefab houses and schools for the world’s 
slums, along with know-how for assembling 
them and stimulating construction skills in 
each target country. 

Creative rail-cargo promotion can 
include incentives to make the proposed 
Raven coal mine near the railway at Buck-
ley Bay non-polluting by new coal-dust 
cleanup techniques. It can enable shipment 
of steelmaking coal by rail via Port Alberni 
for export to Asia, thereby putting financial 
muscle on the railway to make it better able 
to handle other urgent needs, such as swift, 
comfortable rail transit to pull commuters 
out of their cars and clear congested roads. 
Freight brainwaves can include rewards for 
practical shortline rail connections to ships 
and mainline rail, road and community.

Long-term goals, such as relieving world 
poverty while building our own economic 
strength – may be more immediately achiev-
able than they seem at first. Consider the 
idea of exporting prefab buildings for urban-
slum migrants and paying for them through a 
“painless” fractional tax on currency trading 
and stock-market gambling, which could 
raise a trillion dollars a year worldwide. The 
barriers are political, not physical. The time 
is right for a new, capable government to 
reach out to other provinces and to Ottawa 
and start making it happen.

You don’t bet all the money on one 
particular social-economic fix. The emerg-
ing leaders of the 21st century will be able 
to follow Mohamed Ali’s principle and “float 
like a butterfly, sting like a bee”, testing and 
zeroing in on problem-solving methods and 
connecting them together.

BC Libs can’t do the network thinking 
that inventive  strategies require. That’s the 
main reason why we must get rid of them. 

The successful anti-HST campaign team 
– ex-premier Bill Vander Zalm with NDP plus 
Greens, a rare federation of right, left and 
centre  in that order of naming  – is already 
considering the recall of two among the 24 
Libs who can be most easily toppled. 

We should prepare now to go beyond a 
two-riding campaign. Yes, take aim at two 
in the first round, when signature-gathering 
starts on November 15. Then keep the heat 
on, alternate among the legitimate citizen 
grievances, and target successive batches 
of five in closely-fought ridings.

 It’s a tough job, gathering the signatures 
of 40 percent of people on the voters’ list at 
last election, but it’s worth the trouble.  BC 
can’t afford to keep this crew on the payroll. 

Let’s organize to recall Campbell’s soldiers
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Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca 
Federal New Deocrats

Stay in touch!

You can reach your executive at
PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admiral’s Road,

Victoria, BC  V9A 2p8
or your president at wanzbates@shaw.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP
Invite you to join us at our

Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, September 8, at 6:30 pm

Garry Oak Room, Fairfield Community Centre
1335 Thurlow St

Special Guest Speaker

Michael Prince
Lansdowne Professor of Social Policy at UVic

On the topic
‘How Social Activists Can Change the World’

No-Host Bar & Pizza Available
Information: 250-386-8497 or 

email VBH President Marianne Alto at azimuth@telus.net 

NDP Leader Carole James spoke to 
the Association of Vancouver Island and 
Coastal Communities at their Annual Gen-
eral Meting in Powell River April 11, covering 
a wide range of subjects. Here are some of 
her remarks: 

For 60 years, AVICC (the Association 
of Vancouver Island and Coastal Commu-
nities) has been a strong voice for island 
and coastal communities. You have been 
tremendously effective advocates. 

I know from talking with folks here today 
that this year’s conference has been both 
successful and productive.

I want to take a moment to introduce 
a few members of my Island Caucus who 
are here with me today. They’ve been a 
strong and outspoken team on the issues 
that matter to your constituents, whether 
it’s pressing to reduce ferry fares, fighting 
the giveaway of our forest land, or shining 
a light on cuts to education and community 
services. They’re working hard to repre-
sent island and coastal communities: Scott 
Fraser, MLA for Alberni-Pacific Rim and 
Opposition critic for Community and Rural 
Development; Maurine Karagianis, MLA for 
Esquimalt-Royal Roads; Nicholas Simons, 
MLA from Powell-River Sunshine Coast and 
Claire Trevena, MLA for North Island.

About this time last year, it was the eve 
of the provincial election. And I was here 
speaking with you about the state of our 
province. I talked about what was at stake 
in that election. And I talked about a govern-
ment that had become disconnected from 
the people they were elected to serve.

This time last year, the government 
insisted the deficit would be $495 million 
dollars – maximum. They promised NOT 
to introduce the HST. And they promised to 
protect public services like education and 
health care.

What a difference a year makes. Today, 
BC faces a $1.7 billion deficit. We’re in the 
middle of the fight against the HST, a regres-
sive tax that will burden families and small 
businesses at the worst possible time. 

And communities are reeling from the 
latest round of government cuts, cuts to 
community gaming grants for not-for-profits, 
and arts and culture groups. Cuts to pro-
grams and services for people with disabili-
ties and people on income assistance. And 
cuts to funding for early childhood programs 
like Success by Six. 

The government can find hundreds of 
millions of dollars for cost overruns on the 
Vancouver Convention Centre, but they 
can’t find the funds to help build school play-
grounds. To support community programs. 
To help the most vulnerable. 

British Columbians want things to be 
done differently. They’re looking for fair, 
open and accountable government that 
provides opportunities for families and sus-
tainable growth in our economy, all while 
protecting our environment. 

That vision is needed now more than 
ever, because we’re facing tremendous 
challenges. The global recession has hit BC 
hard. More than 100,000 jobs have been 
lost. EI recipients have more than doubled. 
And BC exports have fallen by more than 
25 percent. 

On Vancouver Island and our Coastal 
communities, the crisis in our forest sector 
continues to create hardship for families, 
businesses and communities. That crisis 
has deepened in the wake of the downturn, 
resulting in significant job losses in the 
goods-producing sector. 

Tourism, another economic driver and a 
sustainable source of long-term economic 
activity, is in decline. And it’s estimated that 
the HST will kill 10,000 tourism jobs alone 
in BC.

Add to this list a growing number of 
social concerns: The latest Progress Board 
report ranked BC 8th out of 10 provinces for 
social condition. We have the highest child 
poverty rate, the lowest minimum wage, 
and the highest cost of living in the country. 
These forces have created tremendous 
hardship in our communities.

During these difficult times, I believe the 
opposition has two roles to play. The first is 
to hold the government to account. For its 

actions and its choices. And the second is to 
provide a positive alternative. To offer solu-
tions to the challenges we face, solutions 
that move our province forward. 

Let me give you a few examples. We’ve 
proposed solutions to enhance BC’s posi-
tion in the new economy including support 
for emerging industries like digital media to 
protect jobs and put BC back on the lead-
ing edge. 

We’ve committed to address BC’s social 
conditions starting with a plan to reduce 
child poverty in the province of British Co-
lumbia. And we’ve proposed a BC Green 
Fund that would redirect $150 million in 
carbon taxes into transportation alterna-
tives, building retrofits, and other solutions 
to fight climate change.

We’re also reaching out to economic 
leaders and innovators, local governments, 
small business owners, First Nations, labour 
and community groups. And we’re bringing 
those groups together to find solutions that 
work for BC and maximize the opportuni-
ties ahead.

I want to speak to you briefly about an 
initiative I’m leading called Our Province, 
Our Future. Its aim is to bring together 
British Columbians from all aspects of our 
economy. To dialogue about how we har-
ness the ideas and talent of our people to 
build a sustainable, green economy and a 
more equitable society.

Our Province Our Future will kick off with 
a day-long Leader’s Summit in Vancouver 
followed by regional forums in different 
parts of the province. We’ll be inviting you 
to participate in those forums. And I hope 
you will join us. Because everyone has a 
role to play in making British Columbia the 
best it can be. 

And it’s critical that everyone is at the 
table, regardless of their politics.

I know everyone in this room, every 
community leader, understands why that’s 
so important. 

When you sit down to develop next 
year’s budget, to build a community plan, 
to consider a zoning application you don’t 
pick and choose who should be involved in 
making those decisions.  You give everyone 
in the community a chance to have their say. 
You listen to their input. And then you set a 
direction. That’s how you get things done. 

Those are the lessons I learned working 
at the grassroots level in my community, as 
a school trustee.  I’ve carried them with me 
my whole public life. I’ve made it a hallmark 
of my political leadership, that what unites 
us is stronger than what divides us.

We won’t always agree. And there’s 
no question there will be tough decisions 
ahead. But we’ll be better off because we 
listened and learned from each other along 
the way. And it’s by working together to find 
solutions – to find our common ground – that 
we will come out this recession a stronger 
province. Ready to compete and win in the 
new economy. 

Because it’s clear that in these chal-
lenging times, no one person has all the 
answers. 

But what it’s important is that we have a 
government with the energy, the creativity 
and the drive to ask the right questions. That 
makes the necessary investments — smart 
investments – in people. And focuses on 
the fundamentals we need to build the new 
economy. 

The current government hasn’t met that 
challenge. They don’t listen and they’re out 
of ideas. They have no post-Olympic strat-
egy for our province. Their plan is a Budget 
that cuts vital public services and brings in 
the HST. Not only is that the wrong approach 
for families, it threatens the economic recov-
ery we’ve seen to date. And let me say that 
we will fight the HST every step of the way. 

Because this fight is about more than 
just a regressive tax. It’s about the basic 
principle that British Columbians need to 
be included in the decisions that affect 
their lives. The HST epitomizes a style of 
decision-making that frustrates British Co-
lumbians. They’re told one thing and then 
they get another. 

That approach to decision-making, 
that approach to governing is the wrong 
approach, because it affects our ability to 

NDP Leader Carole James (centre) met with local beekeepers at the James Bay 
market, in Victoria, in June.

What the NDP Leader is saying:

James talks to Association of Vancouver 
Island and Coastal Communities

address the challenges that lie ahead. Brit-
ish Columbians expect better. 

And I know we can do better.
The government’s approach is to shut 

people out. My approach is to deal people 
in. Together, we can tackle the challenges. 
Together, we can seize the opportunities. I 
know British Columbians are up to the task. 
Because this is an amazing province. We 
have tremendous natural advantages. A 
spectacular environment. Abundant natural 
capital. And strong, vibrant communities 
filled with talented and diverse people. 

We have everything we need to move 
through today’s economic uncertainty to-
ward a new economic reality. But if we want 
to succeed, we must be willing to provide 
the opportunity. The opportunity for British 
Columbians to be involved in the decisions 
that affect their lives. The opportunity for our 
children to get the best possible start in life, 
to get a quality education, to be supported 
as they learn and grow. The opportunity 
for students to get the training they need 
to succeed.

We must be willing to provide opportuni-
ties for hard-working British Columbians so 

they can support their families. For entrepre-
neurs and small business people to take an 
idea and bring it to market.

We have to provide the opportunities 
for the vulnerable to have a home, a safe 
place and the supports that they need. And 
for our seniors, who have given so much 
to this province, who deserve dignity and 
respect in their golden years, support and 
a helping hand. 

I believe in a British Columbia where 
these opportunities are open to everyone. 
A future built on the values of fairness and 
opportunity for all, not just the few. Together 
we can build that future. 

And I look forward to working with you 
to make that vision a reality. 

A FIELD GUIDE TO COASTAL FLOWERS 
OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, by P. 
Hudson, HARBOUR PUBLISHING

This is a tiny 15 page full-color pocket 
book with eight flowers pictured to the page.  

It is a handy dandy booklet to take with 
you for flower identification.

   --Ron MacIsac

Ron reviews:
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SIHOTA & STARKEY
LAWYERS & NOTARIES

PERSONAL INJURY • ICBC CLAIMS
Family  •  Real Estate  •  Wills  •  Estates

FREE 1st Consultation • Standard Fees for Many Services

250-381-5111
1248 Esquimalt Road, Victoria

Diary of a mad trustee

John Heaney
Heenan Blaikie LLP

514-737 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1L6
Phone: 250-381-9599

Toll Free Fax: 1-866-615-8276
Email: jheaney@heenan.ca

Civil and Commercial Litigation, 
Labour and Employment Law

Administrative and Constitutional Law
Employment Litigation

Human Rights
Collective Agreements, Privacyi

MacIsaac and MacIsaac
     Dan MacIsaac*    Deanna Lane
     Ron MacIsaac*      Laura Pringle    
                Certificate in Arbitration & 
                  Mediation, University of Windsor
             *Denotes Professional Corporation
  Personal Injury  ICBC Claims
  Family Law  Child Protection
  Wills and Estates

Free First Consultation
250-478-1131

2227 Sooke Road, Victoria

Eden Haythornthwaite

“Politics is the art of preventing people from taking part in affairs which properly concern them.” 
       --Paul Valery, French critic and poet (1871 – 1945)

By Eden Haythornthwaite 
Now the board has endorsed the budget and all our fates are 

confirmed, you would think there would be a bit of quiet; a sort of 
respite, a merciful redress for months of desperate effort to foil 
the cuts and influence the high and the mighty. But you would be 
wrong not to mention hopelessly optimistic. 

The meeting on the 2nd was a smorgasbord of shapes of things 
to come. As part of the autopsy the budget has inspired, we are 
experiencing an entirely expected assault on board democracy 
and community presence. That is the theme… 

The first offering was a motion affirming the right of the board 
of trustees to modify or design policy for our district without going 
through the Policy Committee. Now the important thing about our 
committees is they are composed of some trustees and reps from 
all our partner groups. This way some matters which come to the 
board are first routed through the exercise of discussion and input 
from our staff, our parents, our students and the Aboriginal council. 
We benefit from their insight, perspective and knowledge. While 
ultimately all decisions remain in the jurisdiction of the trustees, 
this method provides a solid backdrop of counsel and scope on 
which we can ponder. 

So the question I must ask is why would the board want to create policy themselves 
when we have a perfectly good committee to help us do this effectively with our school 
community? If the board is planning to terminate this process with the helpful direction of 
our administrators, what use is the Policy Committee? Despite sensible arguments along 
these lines, the motion passed and now we shall see why the trustees involved felt com-
pelled to inflict this wound on our process.

The next motion was devoted to examining bussing costs in the fall to determine if the 
savings suggested in the budget could be realized once the changes are implemented. This 
would involve a review and no doubt a bit of slick crisis management in the likely event the 
cuts have not produced the savings projected. My guess is we will be asked to go deeper 
into transportation cuts to achieve the budget numbers. Right now there is no real way 
to analyze how the system will work and a shambles in the fall will provide a convincing 
environment under which to enforce a grander style of service reduction.

As usual, we are pressured to consider only the cost and not the value of our services. 
The real elements of transporting our kids which should occupy our concern are safety, 
equal access and educational outcomes of offering a means to arrive at school every day. 
Curiously, no one who matters is interested in contemplating these features. After this 
motion was carried, another motion was raised establishing a safety review which seems 
more in line with those issues trustees should be focused on.

Moved that:
The Board of Education initiates a safety review of the bussing model including 

walk routes, points of bus pick up and drop off, potential traffic risks around schools 
through the formation of an Ad Hoc committee consisting of:

  Secretary Treasurer
•	 2 Trustees
•	 Transportation Manager or alternate
•	 2 Bus drivers 
•	 Plant Chair – USW
•	 1 Principal
•	 Health and Safety Officer 
•	 2 Parents whose children are bussed

And report findings to the board in an open meeting no later than November 15th 
2010.

This one passed as well, perhaps because there was some discomfort at magnifying 
the costs without delving into the well being of our kids after the new model has been put 
into practice. 

Remember back during budget deliberations, how hard our partners worked to oppose 
the damage to our district and build the case for a budget which reflects the real needs of 
our schools? Remember how devoted they were to their presence on the Budget committee 
and the principled stand they took against the ministry driven underfunding cutback budget? 
Remember their refusal to pit their respective interests against those of other members of 
the school community? Remember their valiant efforts to create awareness in our valley 
regarding the demolition of programs and services including an ad which explained their 
dismay over the district determination to shear back the learning and life chances of our 
kids? Never let it be said there are no rewards for diligence, principle and dedication.

In a motion brought forward at this meeting, the trustees are being asked to modify our 

district Committee membership policy 1100 to remove all our partners 
from the finance committee during budget deliberations. Evidently, 
this is a kindness. It pains and distresses some trustees to see our 
employees and parents suffering through the difficult journey of rub-
bishing the livelihoods of their members and the prospects of our kids 
so they would like to relieve them of this odious duty.

Rest assured it has nothing at all to do with simply wanting as little 
opposition to the juggernaut of public education rollback as it is possible 
to achieve. It is not a punishment for refusing to comply with the min-
istry or making a fuss about losing our services to a privatized model. 

And it is certainly not being done for the convenience and trivial 
discontent of our managers who resent every minute of any process 
which strays from the objective supplied by the government. Your views, 
my views… all a colossal misuse of their time when everyone knows 
nothing we do will avert this race to unelected overseers, private op-
portunities for those who can afford it, minimal standards for classrooms 
and galley slave work options for everyone else. 

I suppose we should all feel fortunate no one is suggesting eu-
thanizing most of the committee as an act of humanity in the face of 
the inevitable.

If we actually proceed with this dreadful idea, we will be losing 
our only bulwark in the struggle to represent our schools and our kids. Our partners are 
cherished allies not detestable obstacles to our will.

As you may have noticed in the Report on the Vancouver School Board, SD #39 pre-
pared for the Minster of Education by the Officer of the Comptroller General, Ministry of 
Finance, our government views the democratic procedures exemplified by our committees 
and board meetings as a big waste of money and time; a sinkhole of useless expenditure 
best eliminated.

In order to honour this fresh concept, it was proposed  this night we reduce our meet-
ing schedule to one meeting a month so senior staff can try to forget they have to account 
to elected people at all at least for a while. The ministry has downloaded myriad duties 
on our districts – churning out achievement contracts, test data and nannying the Bill 33 
process (only necessary due to the removal of contract language regarding class condi-
tions from the collective agreements by this government). Evidently, these are deemed 
essential but the open community engagement and oversight our committee and board 
meetings provide are little more than a trifling and costly irritation. We have not decided yet 
but something tells me our senior staff will once again successfully pressure the majority 
into obeying the mothership.

On the other side of the table – a recommendation was brought as follows:
Recommendations to the Board: Moved that
The Board of Education SD #79 documents the impacts of ongoing underfunding 

and reports these findings to the community.
Suggested Methods:

•	 Cooperation with parents and employees for reporting out as del-
egations to board meetings

•	 Gathered information posted to district website
•	 Comment /forum section on district website specifically for accu-

mulating impact statements
•	 News releases to the media 
•	 Impact details to the ministry and the BCSTA

The point of this motion was to allow the documentation of harm the present method 
of budget allocation encourages. It is not enough to yawn through the presentations of our 
employees and families once a year at budget time. We must become thorough and aware 
of every outrage so when we are in the middle of our budget process we remember above 
all that each cut has a face, a prospect disappointed, a line crossed and a life undone.

This motion failed.
As I sit in my chair trying to participate in the debate, I often contemplate exchanging 

my name plate for a sign which simply advises, “Do Not Resuscitate”. The atmosphere is 
a bit testy and you get the feeling you are passing minor character performing improv in 
a scripted production. There is a distinct flinty feeling of dismissiveness to the elected; an 
impatience for any observance of respect for the people who have been sent forward by 
their neighbours unless of course they have joined the ranks of the obedient.

I think there is some discomfort; some dark presentiment abusing power will not work 
forever. Amidst the arrogance and intolerance of the smug majority is just a hint of worry. 
This makes for a dangerous cocktail. When the outcomes for the dominant interests are 
not predictable down to the last micron, there are few things they will not do to restore the 
natural relations of politics and place.

I will reflect on this as we all watch the upshot in the saga of the Vancouver School 
Board as it squares off with the government on behalf of all boards in BC. 

There is no balance, measure or fairness – only the naked application of arbitrary 
authority.

 
“The shrill voices of those who give orders 
Are full of fear like the squeakings of 
Piglets awaiting the butcher’s knife, as their fat arses 
Sweat with anxiety in their office chairs.... 
Fear rules not only those who are ruled, but 
The rulers too.” 
   --Bertoit Brecht
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By Eden Haythornthwaite
In a report or two ago I lamented the sad coincidence between the compliance of boards 

in passing calamitous budgets and the assertion by our Minister this was an indicator school 
districts in BC had plenty of funding to do their job. 

This -- no doubt -- is why there is an entire office in her ministry devoted to designing 
creative programs and services to download onto school districts without attendant fund-
ing. This year, boards in BC can look forward to supplying the alien transmat technology 
required for molecular relocation as well as the means to build capacity in our students for 
raising the dead and cloning celebrities. Somehow, we will find a way to pay for all of this 
even if it means scrapping the out of date K-12 programs and shutting every public school 
in the valley except the one with the biomedical research lab.

Despite her congratulations at the time, we have had to endure a contradictory message 
through the Report on the Vancouver School Board, released earlier this month, which 
describes that board and by implication, all boards in BC as incompetent whiners incapable 
of performing their tasks as required. 

No wonder many of us are too confused to even feel insulted.
What are the duties of trustees as officers ruled by the School Act and as elected rep-

resentatives of our communities? 
This report has issued a challenge to all 420 trustees in this province by cracking the 

whip over the Vancouver School Board’s head. The Minister is making an example of the 
VSB primarily to strike fear in all our hearts.

Since elected, I have been instructed by senior staff on my meagre role as a trustee – I 
have been reprimanded for visiting schools, scolded for raising concerns with managers, 
chastised for talking to employees and warned against being politically active. “Playing with 
the trains” is the favoured critique from administrators to any trustee who responds to their 
duties according to their own conscience and understanding.

In one breath the recommendations in the report demand trustees cease their interfer-
ence in the management of their district and in the next trustees must be managers above 
all else. On one hand we are instructed to fulfill “stewardship responsibilities” and on the 
other to stop all this advocacy nonsense. 

Clearly, trustees direct nothing and are viewed by the management as a temporary 
inconvenience until the world can right itself and turn back the loathsome tide of community 
interference in the business of government. Yet – the government -- in this report -- chides 
the VSB for acting not as managers but as advocates. The arrogance of the top dogs is 
so pervasive they do not even feel the need to get their story straight. And if we are meant 
neither to direct district activities in any meaningful way nor to vocalize the interests of 
our families and employees then what is our job description? I believe the report is being 
deliberately obscure and paradoxical in order to allow unrestricted latitude in demeaning 
the people who are chosen in elections.

Just like the hospital boards -- not perfect -- but at least elected to be charged with the 
operations of the hospitals, our school boards are scheduled for deletion so Victoria can 
appoint their own reliable acolytes to the task of stick handling the devolution of public 
education.

This report demands the VSB charge more for community use of facilities (up to 700% 
more), squeeze their unionized employees for concessions, close schools and stop provid-
ing services and programs the ministry regards as surplus to requirements like inner city 
junior kindergartens. 

Perhaps most troubling is the recommendation to save money by curtailing participa-
tory forms of democratic partner involvement on board committees. The report complains 
(whines?) about the tragic cost of staff support for all these damnable meetings – a cost 
we could all do without once we recognize the inherent superiority of bargain basement 
despotism.

Despite the contention the board in Vancouver (and by extension all boards) is wasting 
money heaping privileges on students and employees as well as hanging on to neighbour-
hood schools and some semblance of democracy, the report orders outside hires be used 
to fiddle with governance structures and supply special knowledge in the financial realm. 
So while the comptroller general is collapsing in grief over the use of public funds to sup-
port embracing broad based community inclusion in board decisions, she is determined to 
see this money used to engage private consultants as experts in endangering democracy 

and spinning funding inadequacies. 
Why enjoy the wisdom of your community for free when you can pay a carefully chosen 

toady a small fortune to get the answers the ministry really wants?
As July is Achievement Contract Month, it is worthwhile noting recommendation 13 in the 

report seeks to link the ever diminishing resources school districts enjoy with the outcomes 
in the stats. Nowhere in this report or anywhere else I am aware of does the ministry ever 
reflect on their responsibilities to our kids or their own role in reducing the funds to such 
an extent we are hard pressed to meet their lofty benchmarks. But then – outcomes and 
consequences are only for the lower orders.

A better title for the Report on the Vancouver School Board would be Chutzpah R Us 
since in no way does the report place any weight on the antics of the ministry charged as 
they are with providing the needed funds and yet failing to do so. All the problems which 
relate to funding shortfalls are attributed to the failings of the VSB and for the most part 
blame their stubborn attempts to represent their constituents for their difficulties. Despite the 
stated focus of the report on the fiscal obstacles the VSB have in meeting mandates under 
this regime, 26 of the 42 recommendations contain no budget implications and 8 seek the 
services of outside hires which would mean carving more funding away from student needs.

The second recommendation seeks a review of the current co-governance model to 
ensure it is meeting the needs of the public education system. This is a real howler since 
co-governance suggests some sort of collegial relationship marked by equality and re-
spect. And while it is a fact the Ministry of Education and schools boards are the two key 
legal bodies charged with managing the public school system in BC, school boards can 
and often do set much higher standards for governance then the example set for them 
by their unsympathetic and bad-mannered partner in Victoria. This is certainly true of the 
Vancouver School Board.

The provincial government is very kind to allow boards to provide a beard for ministry 
disregard for our schools and the relentless chaos their spontaneous underfunding pro-
nouncements inflict -- that is their idea of co-governance. Boards can ask for help; they 
can try to make their troubles clear to the minister but this whole business with VSB tells 
you if you are unwise enough to make eye contact, you will regret it – a familiar case of 
“Stop Crying Or We Will Give You Something To Cry About”. 

We should review the co-governance model but unless you think thumb screws and get-
ting whacked with a plank are a coded request for consensus we may be wasting our time.

Tonight in this meeting, our board fashioned a longish motion supporting the Vancouver 
School Board relying on the wording in a Saanich board motion – a fine thing but we need 
a bigger gesture in the face of this sustained attack on the elected school boards of BC. 
However, the reaction of boards in general has been disappointing and the BCSTA has 
delivered only a very bland and cautious response to the report. I would have hoped for 
more. Boards should be on their hind legs defending their colleagues in Vancouver with 
a thunderous roar; they should also be more forceful in their demands for fairness and 
accuracy from the folks they apparently co-govern with. 

The arrival in Vancouver of an accountant from the Ministry of Finance with no back-
ground in education to read the riot act and set the board straight is rather like employing 
a cockroach to stave off infestation. The big boys have long since decided public education 
is for sissies – what chance was there that a paid up member of their club would seriously 
and independently evaluate the situation in favour of the board, all boards and our public 
schools?

Ultimately – we have no answers to the perfectly sensible question – If the province is 
funding Public Education adequately then why are the conditions in our classrooms deterio-
rating? Frankly, it seems unlikely the inconsequential school boards in BC are the problem.

Take a moment and send a message off to Patti Bacchus and her allies. You will find 
her email address at the end of this report. 

 I am sure she would appreciate hearing from you. Right now, they are on the front line 
but all trustees are in the crosshairs of this churlish and petty minded government. 

And if we are – your beloved neighbourhood school is too.

You can view the special report at this website--http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/pubs/2010-06_special_ad-
visor_report.pdf
And email Vancouver Schol Board chair Patti Baccchus at this address: patti.bacchus@vsb.bc.ca

“I never wonder to see men wicked, but I often wonder to see them not ashamed.’
          --Jonathan Swift

By Brian Mason
Point zero six per cent. That’s how many 

of us showed up on a sunny late June after-
noon for day one of Victoria’s second Official 
Community Plan Community Forum. 

Most of the convention centre had been 
booked for this two-day event, including the 
large lecture theatre and a half dozen “deep 
dive” breakout rooms. It was quite superbly 
organized, slickly so in fact, with charts and 
brochures, treats and tea, name tags and 
greeters. All for fewer than 50 people, none 
of them young – out of a city population of 
80,000. You’d find more shoppers brows-
ing in a Thrifty Foods store on any sleepy 
mid-week day. 

Nonetheless, the organizers each had 
on their game face, as the saying goes, 
and even tried to convince the audience 
that, to date, about 4,500 Victorians had 
participated in a variety of OCP civic 
engagement exercises: surveys, circles, 
councils, presentations, and what not. I sus-
pect a smidgin of double-counting in there 
somewhere, but let’s not split hairs. After all, 
keeping tabs is important when citizens are 
being processed through a process. As the 
inputs for the outputs, their every utterance 
must be dutifully captured on a flip chart so 
it can be cleansed and boxed for inclusion 
in the next PowerPoint presentation or thick, 
coil-bound report. Making the powerless 
feel powerful, or at least important for a day, 
takes effort, planning, execution. As well as 
a straight face to go with the game face. 

But no amount of public relations good-
will could disguise the fact that this consul-
tation exercise was essentially an expert-
driven, bureaucracy-managed ritual. And 

ritual, as social critic Ivan Illich so perfectly 
put it, is “behaviour that makes participants 
blind to the discrepancy between the pur-
pose for which [they] perform the rain dance 
and the actual social consequences the 
rain dance has.” Ritual, in other words, has 
no effect on reality. But then again, no one 
cares much about that, at least not enough 
to impolitely draw others’ attention to it. On 
this afternoon, at least, the link between 
social authority and specialized knowledge 
was hanging around like a spectre

No one is ever heard at these types of 
discussions, not really. Like bottles on a con-
veyor belt, participants are kept moving as 
smoothly as possible through the stages of a 
process. We, in other words, are “facilitated” 
to obligingly dance the ritual. At the same 
time, a little paradoxically perhaps, people 
don’t actually know how to go about partici-
pating in these staged events or even what 
is expected of them, let alone understand 
what becomes of whatever is said during the 
day. Public discourse, a long forgotten and 
devalued virtue today, does not play out well 
in sanitized, regimented forums.

Yet that’s not the worst of it. As we 
were reminded on more than one occasion 
during the afternoon, it’s hard to dream 
of pleasant, leafy neighbourhoods and a 
pulsating downtown when the city’s aging, 
leaky sewer pipes and heaving sidewalks 
cry out for replacement, not to mention the 
lion’s share of the limited available budget. 
Or even more, that the public good won’t 
get served up at all unless wealthy condo 
developers can be convinced to cough up 
enough cash as part of the latest density 
bonus equation. This mathematical pact 

with the devil goes a long way to explain-
ing how the soul of heritage gets traded for 
super-sized, concrete and glass behemoths 
on upper Yates.

Now democracy, as any high school 
civics course conveys, is a naturally messy 
affair. Except that the community forum was 
no such thing, and that’s when you began to 
suspect that the fix was in. Other clues, such 
as swamping participants with data, Pow-
erPoints and smooth talking experts, were 
manifested during the sessions. Organizers 
were seeking input only in the sense of filling 
in the blanks of reports already sketched out 
in experts’ minds. Experts of any profession 
(in this case, urban planners) walk the same 
path because they read the same journals, 
attend the same conferences, apply the 
same jargon, and reinforce the respective 
profession’s status quo. The preeminence 
of experts – and our obeisance to them – 
is a primary reason cities and suburbs in 
Canada all look the same, and face similar 
problems, regardless of their initial starting 
point. Remember: the mistakes you see 
around you (including bad planning and 
architecture) are yesterday’s expert opinion. 

By the end of the forum, however, 
several things had become clear, though 
certainly not because the data, information 
or experts had made them so. The “visioning 
of the future” we were all asked to consider 
while doing the rain dance had imbedded 
within it several unquestioned (and no doubt 
unquestionable) assumptions: growth and 
“progress” will be embraced; the downtown 
heritage commercial district will become a 
quaint curiosity surrounded by tall, mas-
sive buildings much as you will find in any 

Canadian city; the automobile will continue 
to rule the streets, where its dominating 
presence will largely offset well-meaning 
efforts to promote other forms of getting 
around town and being present; business 
owners and developers will determine the 
planning agenda and what gets done; plans 
come and plans go; plans may or may not 
be followed; and, the contingencies of daily 
politics will always be in the way. 

More than anything, though, it seemed 
unreal to be involved in a “planning process” 
(however that is meant) for our small, capital 
city boxed in, as it is within the CRD, by 
suburbs, exurbs, commuter towns, compet-
ing cities and every other urban-planning 
category you can think of – not to mention 
the interlacing, multi-jurisdictional harbours, 
waterways and roadways. The complexity 
and unimagined consequences of deciding 
– or doing – anything at all within such a 
setting are staggering. Yet all is not gloomy: 
Sometimes it storms after a rain dance. 

 
A version of this article appeared previously in 
Victoria’s Street Newz. 

Dancin’ up a storm

BAMBOO CAGE, the Diary of P.O.W. Ft. 
Lt. Wise, 1942, J. Vance, editor, GOOSE 
LANE BOOKS

 This is the horrifying story of the cruel 
Japanese prisoner of war camps, nd details 
the torture, starvation and deaths of men 
who were supposed to be looked after by 
the Geneva Convention. 

As Burns put it:   “Man’s Inhumanity to 
Man, Makes Countless Thousands Mourn.”

  --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:

EDUCATION  NEWS AND VIEWS



Page 14   August/September 2010                      The Lower Island 

Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331    FAX: 250-384-8381    Email: vlcbc@telus.net
The VLC,  representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area, 

holds its regular monthly meeting the third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm
at the BCGEU Auditorium, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik,  Treasurer; Kim Manton, Secretary
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Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats

Stay in touch! 
You can reach your executive 

by emailing President Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.com 
or by writing to Box 282

1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8T 2C1

By Bo Filter
The anniversary of 9/11 is fast approaching, and we can expect to see, on television 

news, reports and Pentagon (taxpayer funded) documentaries testifying to the evils of 
Osama bin Laden and his merry men enveloping the planet, spawned by a vast network 
Al Qaeda terror cells. 

This war on terrorism is the heart of America’s reach for global domination. The an-
niversary brings out special reports, but in fact, now nearly every day you can see refer-
ences to Al Qaeda and terrorism. Even Hollywood has begun to spin Al Qaeda into their 
shows, such that, the mythical hunt for a terrorist under every rock has become daily fare.

The burden of proof of any alleged crime falls on the public to distill truth from fiction. 
Patsy crimes, those blamed on patsies, are of course fiction, and three key features about 
them must be kept in mind. Firstly, patsy crimes are pronounced. The patsy is dressed up 
with plausible but false incriminating evidence ahead of time. Other suspects or theories of 
who might have committed the crime are quickly dismissed by the perpetrators and even 
ridiculed if they persist. 

Secondly, the perpetrators must have enough political clout to block and prevent an 
authentic forensic crime scene investigation. Important crime scene evidence is either 
dispersed or destroyed, as in the case of 9/11. After nine years, families of the victims 
are still desperately trying to force New York City to open a legal investigation.1 Thirdly, to 
protect the perpetrators, a continuous game of cover-up ensues. The public must be kept 
constantly reminded by a perpetrator-friendly corporate media that the crime was commit-
ted by the designated patsy.

Meanwhile, as independent researchers uncover facts contrary to the patsy myth, new 
features are added and spun into the original storyline in an attempt to mend and keep it 
alive. The altered story is then broadcast globally by radio, television and major newspa-
pers and magazines.

Simultaneously, perpetrator-friendly managing editors publish and broadcast fabricated 
stories that discredit the researchers for revealing damaging evidence. If these revelators 
can be character assassinated by the media, then the public will turn against them and 
refuse to listen to new evidence. Like mending the original story, ad hominems help keep 
the official story alive. 

With the 9th anniversary of 9/11, expect to see documentaries that demonize legitimate 
researchers and groups that continue to investigate the many facets of the crime that have 
never fit the Bush administration’s “conspiracy theory”. As evidence started to stream in, a 
second theory was born: that the Bush administration participated in 9/11 or let it happen. 
As even more evidence came in, a third theory was born: that 9/11 was instead an inside 
job, and that a patsy crime was unfolding, blaming foreign nationals for the crime in a ruse 
to escape prosecution. 

Conspiracy theories must be put to the test. Each will live or die based on the prepon-
derance of circumstantial evidence and eye witness testimony that can be produced to 
bolster the theory. The Bush administration’s conspiracy theory has been peddled as an 
“official truth”, not to be discredited. Revelators are denounced as “conspiracy theorists”, 
who have no credibility and whose ideas and evidence should be shunned. Honing public 
prejudice works very well. Many people condescend immediately upon any expression of 
doubt about the day one theory.

The Bush administration’s day one theory goes as follows: evil, lowly cavemen from 
half way around the world, armed with box cutters and plastic knives, and trained with near 
magical flying skills2, successfully eluded the most advanced state of the art military machine 
that has ever existed, and attacked the world’s innocent and benevolent super power. The 
public needs to ascertain, whether or not, if this theory can hold up under scrutiny. Theory 
one: did foreign nationals commit 9/11? Theory two: did the Bush administration partici-
pate in the crime? Theory three: was 9/11 an inside job, complete with a patsy to take the 
blame? People must weigh the evidence for themselves to find the truth. A good place to 
start is by going back to the morning of September 11, 2001 and review what happened.

At 8:46 a.m. ET, a jetliner plowed into the north tower of the World Trade Center. At 
that moment in Washington, DC, CIA Director George Tenet and David Boren, former 

chairman of the Senate Intelligence Committee, were having breakfast at the St. Regis 
Hotel three blocks from the White House. Within a few minutes aides converged on their 
table. One of them told Tenet that the World Trade tower had just been attacked by an 
airplane. Boren said, “I was struck by the fact he used the word ‘attacked’.” Tenet was not 
so surprised. In fact, after a brief cell phone call, he blurted to his entourage, “This has bin 
Laden’s fingerprints all over it.” 3

How did Tenet know this was not an accident? How did he know this was a deliberate 
“attack” before the second plane strike? How did he seemingly solve this crime before 
anyone knew it was a crime? Sherlock Holmes would have been hard pressed to beat this 
detective work. Was some other operation in play? If a patsy crime was in process, then 
we could expect that the corporate media would soon parrot Tenet, first with allegations 
and unconfirmed reports, followed by “apparent confirmations by high-level government 
officials”. Let’s see what happened.

At 9:03 a.m. ET, the south tower of the World Trade Center was struck by a second 
plane. This was only 17 minutes after the north tower strike, giving the world time to turn 
on their televisions to witness a second strike and an obvious crime in progress. In patsy 
crimes the public is given little time to speculate. The shock is allowed to settle in for just a 
few minutes before offering up the patsy for sacrifice, not too crudely, but with the sophis-
tication of gentle suggestions and perceptual nudges that lead the public to false foregone 
conclusions. CBS was the first to strike.

At 9:16 a.m. ET, a mere 13 minutes after the second strike, reporter Jim Stewart said 
that he had been talking to FBI headquarters when the second plane hit. They were dis-
cussing the fact that the World Trade Center was a target before, and the FBI or anyone 
in intelligence would not be surprised if it has been a target again. Stewart said that for 
some time the intelligence community had kept a “steady drumbeat” of discussion around 
Osama bin Laden. They hadn’t heard from him since the first of the year, at the time of the 
USS Cole incident. They have been wondering when and if he would strike again, believing 
that it was just a matter of time before he struck again. Stewart said that the FBI had “no 
confirmation” but that right now this is their “working premise”.4 Only nine more minutes 
passed before the second network implicated bin Laden.

At 9:25 a.m. ET, the FOX television team was talking about the World Trade Center 
bombing in 1993 and the concern of terrorist events, especially since the inauguration of 
the G.W. Bush administration, and “of course the name of Osama bin Laden was greatly 
mentioned…”5 FOX didn’t expand on why the Bush Whitehouse was preoccupied with ter-
rorism. With the collapse of the Soviet Union in late 1991, the Pentagon lost its casus belli. 
A war on terrorism quickly became the new casus belli, an evil force to fight against, which 
has kept the Pentagon budget rising instead of falling. Military contractors get to stay rich 
at the expense of peace time spending, which constitutes a big story in itself. NBC was 
the next to soft reference Tenet’s culprit.

At 9:32 a.m. ET, NBC anchors were saying that there had been no specific threat, no 
specific terror alert other than a world-wide caution reissued in recent days because of strife 
in the Middle East, due to concern over terrorists… “Of course the best known is Osama bin 
Laden.”6 The next media giant doesn’t weigh in until 52 minutes after the second tower strike.

At 9:55 a.m. ET, CNN reporter Jamie MacIntyre says that Washington is starting with 
the assumption that Osama bin Laden was involved:

“I talked to an administration official shortly after the President delivered his statement 
[9:30 a.m.], he said obviously the operating assumption here is terrorism. The initial as-
sumption this official said was that this had something to do, or least they were looking into 
any possible connections with Osama bin Laden, the administration recently released a 
warning that they thought Osama bin Laden might strike out against US targets.”7 

In the following days nearly everyone in the Bush administration claimed that they were 
clueless, as to any impending attack. This was in response to criticism that if they knew, 
then why didn’t they respond immediately. Instead, for instance, intercept fighter jets were 
kept out of range until the whole event was over. ABC news, as the others, also reported 
forewarning of an impending attack. 

At 10:30 a.m. ET, ABC’s John Miller reported that there was constant intelligence on 
terrorism, specifically acts financed by Osama bin Laden, and that he was trying to mount 
another series of attacks against the United States. The World Trade Center was a symbolic 
target to alleged Middle East terrorist because it had been attacked before but not brought 
down.8 Other channels echoed that same line, implying that Osama bin Laden believed he 
could finish the job, bring the towers down by hitting them with planes. 

In reality, no plane has ever struck and taken down a steel framed building. In 1945, 
a US Air Force B52 bomber flew into the Empire State Building in dense fog causing sig-
nificant damage but the structural integrity of the building was not threatened. Decades 
later, the twin towers were built with this in mind. Engineers added extra strength, perhaps 
unnecessarily, to the towers substructure. Yet, this leading story gives the public the false 
impression that planes can destroy steel buildings. 

Watch the ABC 9/11 stream feed. Peter Jennings is clearly dismayed by what he is 
witnessing and repeatedly calls a controlled demolition. In their close up rerun of the falling 
tower, anyone can see serially descending blowouts running ahead of the collapse. This 
is another huge story in itself.

Here, we are looking at patsy crimes and the need to preclude a forensic examination, 
which would expose the real perpetrators. Remember that after 9/11, ground zero was 
roped off, not for a crime scene investigation, but to remove all the material evidence. 
Who had the power to stop the judicially required crime scene investigation? Who allowed 
for the tampering and destruction of evidence, which is a federal crime? To block federal 
proceedings implies that people exist, who have power over the federal government and 
the city of New York. Such people are referred to in intelligence circles as the high cabal, 
the gentry, the secret power elite, or the secret government.

Patsy crimes serve the elite. Researchers who become detectives and snoop around 
their crimes are a threat to the cover story. The coming anniversary of 9/11 will probably 
include, once again, derogatory fanfare about conspiracy buffs and how they are linked to 
the conspiracy theorists who refuse to give up on the President Kennedy assassination, 
back on November 22, 1963. Continuous cover-ups require continuous ad hominems and 
demonizing to keep the public cowered and wary of ostracism, so as not to question author-
ity and speak out (a fourth element of patsy crimes). A forensic crime scene investigation 
was thwarted then as well. The limousine Kennedy was riding in was quickly swept away 
for refurbishing, hiding bullet holes and destroying other forensic evidence that would have 
proven a conspiracy, again committing the federal crime of destruction of evidence.

Just after noon, John F. Kennedy was shot at from multiple sniper sites. A head shot 
from the grassy knoll blew open his skull and spewed brain matter over the back of the car 
and onto a motorcycle policeman riding just to the left and behind the President’s limousine. 
Kennedy was pronounced dead at 12:25 p.m. at Parkland General Hospital. Like 9/11, only 
minutes passed before a suspect was named. Lee Harvey Oswald was picked and accused 
of killing Dallas police officer J.D. Tippet, but the media was already spreading rumors that 
he may have had something to do with the Kennedy killing. 

At the Pentagon, Colonel L. Fletcher Prouty was normally in charge of protecting the 
President, but oddly he was sent to the South Pole on an unusual diplomatic mission, one 
that normally would be assigned to a junior officer. The normal protection for Kennedy was 
called off. At the time Kennedy was killed, Prouty was returning home by way of Christ-
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church, New Zealand. He picked up a Christchurch Star newspaper, a special edition put 
out to cover the Kennedy assassination. The headlines read that Lee Harvey Oswald was 
the killer. The front page was full of incriminating information and included a biography of 
Oswald. Prouty later realized that he had been reading the extra at the same time Dallas 
Police were arresting Oswald. In response to this peculiarity, Prouty wrote: “There can 
be but one answer: those in charge of the murder had prepared the patsy and all of that 
intimate information beforehand.”9

In patsy crimes, the frame-up story is given to chief editors of the news conglomerates, 
who then feed the story to subsidiary outlets. Most often, only key figures know what is 
happening. In fact, controlling the key positions of power in any organization is critical to 
controlling that organization, whether it is media, business, or government. We learn this from 
a former Central Intelligence Agency director who spent his life at the top of power putting 
people into key positions. His name was Allen Dulles. For those interested in the intricacies 
of such power management, you might want to read his book: The Craft of Intelligence.

Once the frame-up is prepared, and the crime is committed, the villain is pronounced. No 
one is to question the proclamation. Those who offer a different view risk being demonized 
and ostracized. How would you like to be labelled a terrorist and disappeared without rights 
of due process as the government has been doing since 9/11? G.W. Bush made it clear: 
“You are either with us or you are with the terrorists.” With the draconian Patriot Acts in 
place and the anti-terrorist legislation in place in Canada, anyone can be dubbed a terrorist, 
arrested, and sent to a secret prison indefinitely for questioning the dictator’s proclamation. 

By the end of the day of September 11, almost everyone in the world who saw it on 
television believed that Osama bin Laden was the perpetrator, and in the days that followed 
the drum beat grew strong to attack Afghanistan, the alleged home of the cave-dwelling 
terrorists. 

Osama bin Laden was not tried for 9/11, and the FBI has admitted that they never had 
any real evidence against him. If you go to the FBI website, you will find a wanted poster 
of bin Laden, but he is not wanted for 9/11. On his culpability the last word might be given 
to Vice-President Dick Cheney, who stated in a 2006 interview: “So we’ve never made the 
case, or argued the case that somehow Osama bin Laden was directly involved in 9/11. 
That evidence has never been forthcoming.”10 The Bush administration knew he was in-
nocent. They are now out of office, but the gentry-controlled media have continued their 
inquisition against devil-like conspiracy theorists. This is why looking at the bigger picture 
is so important.

Pasty crimes cannot be understood as isolated events. Both the killing of Kennedy and 
9/11 weave into the same historical matrix of global domination. To understand this big-
ger picture around Kennedy’s death, one might start by reading Prouty’s 1992 book: JFK, 
the CIA, Vietnam and the Plot to Assassinate John F. Kennedy. Prouty was also Creative 
Advisor for the film “JFK” and was the original for “Man X” character played by Canadian 
actor Donald Sutherland. The film has very little fiction, which makes it a must for viewing. 
Another important book for study is by former New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison: 
On The Trail of the Assassins, written in 1988. 

For wider implications of 9/11 and the Pentagon’s plan for “full spectrum dominance”, 
one might explore books by David Ray Griffin. Consider visiting professor Michel Chossu-
dovsky’s website Global Research and read articles from the section “9/11 and the war on 
terrorism”. Also, see Alex Jones’ website Prison Planet. Go to GlobalOutlook.ca and read 
their 10 eye-opening magazines on 9/11. Do a web search for Architects and Engineers 
for 9/11 Truth. Last May, scientist Steven Jones discovered super-thermite in dust samples 
retained from many sites on ground zero and from buildings nearby. Super thermite is a 
demolition explosive available only to the Pentagon. Why would the Pentagon be involved 
in rigging 9/11? The answer lies in reading books that focus on the “big picture”, like those 
cited above.

As to the question, was Osama bin Laden another patsy? Dick Cheney effectively 
answered this question. If there is no evidence against him but he is blamed for the crime, 
does this not constitute a patsy crime? You decide. Many people still don’t realize that the 
alleged confession tapes turned out to be fakes. The high cabal is betting that the public 
will help them demonize and drown out dissent. Name-calling enlivens hate and entices 
the public to form ideological witch hunts. Those who listen to and watch only corporate 
radio and television are the most vulnerable to enlistment. The privatized corporate media, 
as opposed to constitutionally guaranteed freedom of the press public controlled media, 
is in the business of propaganda not truth. Their false sirens of serfdom fill the air waves 
with the primacy of safety and security as protective authoritarianism at the expense of 
freedom and justice. 

Benjamin Franklin admonished the populace to fight for democracy: “Anyone who trades 
liberty for security deserves neither.”

Bo Filter is an independent social science researcher and author of The Cause of Wars and Aggres-
sion: Book 1, available at www.globaljusticepublishing.com.
(Endnotes)
1  New York City Coalition for Accountability Now  http://nyccan.org/
2  The Hijackers: http://911exposed.org/Hijackers.htm.
3  “Moments of Crisis, part 1: Terror hits the towers: How government officials reacted to September 
11 attacks,” ABC News, September 14, 2002
”Attacks Throw Spotlight on CIA Director,” Barbara Slavin and Susan Page, USA Today, 24 September 
2001.
4  9/11 CBS television 9:12 a.m. stream feed  www.archive.org/details/cbs20019110912-0954
5  9/11 FOX television 9:12 a.m. stream feed  www.archive.org/details/fox52000109110912-0954
6  9/11 NBC television 9:12 a.m. stream feed  www.archive.org/details/nbc200109110912-0954
7  9/11 CNN television 9:29 a.m. stream feed  www.archive.org/details/cnn200109110929-1011
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9  Prouty, Colonel L. Fletcher. 1992. Chapter 19: “Visions of a Kennedy Dynasty.”
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10 The Tony Snow Show, March 29, 2006 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hvT3y-qwrEo
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By Tim Pheotist
We’re well acquainted with the reptilian 

characteristics of Premier Campbell and 
his army of toads.  It’s actually something 
of an insult to one of the oldest species on 
the planet to compare Campbell to a gator.

So, your angry economist will leave 
our premier alone for the moment. It’s not 
always about you, Gordon!!

This piece is about another bunch of 
crocodiles. Crocodiles who will soon dehy-
drate themselves to an untimely demise if 
they cry any more crocodile tears.

We know these crying creatures by a 
more familiar name – the NDP!!

Now before you turn the page to find a 
description of the NDP that provides a more 
cuddly image, read on.

This economist believes in the NDP 
animal. He sees nothing but cruising Great 
Whites in the Liberal and Conservative 
tanks, mindlessly chomping down on the 
bleeding flesh of Canada’s fatty middle 
class.

So what’s with the crocodile tears image 
attached to our beloved NDP? Only this.

The dishonest, tepid and directionless 
opposition to the introduction of the HST.

HST is a massive fraud on the people 
of British Columbia. In very simple terms it 
gives Gordon even more money to send to 
any further P3 partners with whom he may 
be lunching.

Big Business is thrilled with this govern-
ment collection effort on their behalf. It’s not 
the reduced accounting load that will save 
them a few dollars. It’s the massive oppor-
tunity to collect revenue for the government 
which in turn will send that revenue right 
back to Big Business – P3s, privatization 
sell-offs, etc. 

We expect that tax revues will be spent 
by our elected governments on public 
needs and projects. If we don’t like how our 
dollars are being spent, we vote in a new 
government.

Of course that’s not possible with the P3 
formula. We don’t get to vote for the private 
company or its CEO and we don’t get to 
undo the contract that Gordon made when 
he sold the public interest for private profit.

So, the HST windfall will end up in pri-
vate pockets. If you think Gordon ever in-
tended to use the extra revenue to spend on 
public services I’ve got a bridge to sell you.

Along with this massive tax increase 
comes endless, inhuman public sector 
budget cuts. Explain that. More tax rev-
enue – fewer services. As they say – follow 
the money. The HST is a fraud and is all 
the more repugnant for the way in which it 
was sold to us.  It really was not difficult to 
explain why this change in tax formulation 
was unnecessary and confiscatory.

We look to our friends in the Opposition. 
Our NDP. We’ve got good explainers and 

here to stay. But we need to hear loud and 
clear from our NDP that it will spend this 
tax windfall very differently from Gordon’s 
government.

We need to hear that taxes will be spent 
for the public good – not to finance private 
profit.

It cannot be that the public purse is fat-
tened at the same time that Joe Public is 
skinned and starved. 

We need to hear great plans from the 
NDP, now, about how it intends to rebuild 
public trust and infrastructure.

Only government and public enterprise 
is big enough and can look far enough 
into the future to create and maintain our 
communication systems, our roads, our 
ferries, our power, our water, our healthcare 
services – i.e. everything that we take for 
granted and that we use every day.

Joe Public trusts and uses the infrastruc-
ture that the taxes are intended to fund. Big 
Business steals the infrastructure to make 
private profit for a few. 

Government can look generations 
ahead. Big Business can look no further 
ahead than the next three months.

It’s a simple concept and our NDP needs 
to hammer this point at every opportunity. 

Instead of drowning us all with NDP 
tears, let’s hear how the NDP will spend 
our money to the advantage of Gordon’s 
disadvantaged and to the advantage gen-
erations to come.

How about making a start? Commit to re-
capture our ferry system for the public good.

Commit to recapture control of our power 
suppliers from private profit.

Commit sufficient funds to keep our 
healthcare system publicly viable and 
available.

Make your own list and send it to your 
NDP candidates. Ask what they will do to re-
store us to a civilized society that recognizes 
that the streets were intended for walking 
and not as space to erect cardboard box 
homes for the suffering and the mentally ill.

But let’s not forget that business and 
enterprise are also vital to a civilized, pro-
gressive society. Discovery and innovation 
are critical to our development. We must 
encourage enterprise that contributes to 
the public good and we must provide fair 
reward for effort.

This means we must support enterprise 
by entirely denouncing exploitative business 
practices that add nothing to the wealth of 
society.

These are the points that our NDP must 
begin to make more loudly, in the press, in 
the unions and to the next generation.

Without such a campaign of intent, our 
NDP will be as crocodiles – mindlessly snap-
ping and generally blind to any world but the 
swamp in which they have always existed. 
So wake up NDP!!

Crocodile Tears, the NDP 
and HST – A Wake-Up Call

top flight economists. We know how many 
beans make five. 

But all we got was crocodile tears and 
hand wringing. Simply, the NDP did not 
agree with HST. They whispered this po-
sition, thunderously, hoping no one would 
hear them. 

Why the whisper? Because secretly, 
and now openly, our NDP pets have no 
intention of reversing the HST process or 
changing the tax formulation, if they are 
ever fortunate enough to warm the govern-
ment benches again.

Of course no government or opposi-
tion in waiting will ever act to seriously 
reduce government revenue and HST is 

Was Osama Bin Laden another PATSY?, 
continued from page 14

CANADA’S DEADLY SECRET...SAS-
KATCHEWAN URANIUM AND THE GLOB-
AL NUCLEAR SYSTEM, by J. Harding & 
H. Caldicott, FERNWOOD PUBLISHING

Professor Harding indicts the profit-
before-health people who fail to tell the 
public that nuclear proliferation of any kind 
is an eventual killer.

This book balances the criticism with 
workable environmentally friendly alterna-
tives.  

A must read.
  --Ron MacIsaac
 

Ron reviews:
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By Diane Walsh 
Although political mood is beginning to change, it is not that often we hear about the 

subject of female genital mutilation (FGM) in any great depth. Most people in the West 
believe that female genital mutilation -- alternatively called female genital cutting (FGC) 
and female circumcision (FC) -- was something that went on in history, at some random 
point, in “darkest Africa”.  

But it is practised today.  Still, and with force, in several parts of the world including 
countries in Africa but also in parts of Indonesia, Malaysia and the Middle East, including 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Iraq (Kurdistan). With international migration, FGM has also been 
exported to Western soil, and governments in the US, the UK, Switzerland, Scandinavian 
countries, and Australia are now playing a role in criminalizing it.

But first, let’s rewind 3,500+ years of history.  To understand female-cutting’s origins, 
Wikipedia’s article is a good starting point. The traditional cultural practices of FGM predate 
Christianity and Islam. It’s widely accepted, academically, to have originated in Egypt dur-
ing the Pharaohs’ civilization.

Today a senior consultant for WHO based in Geneva, tells us it should be comforting 
to know the highest religious authority in Egypt, the Al-Azhar Supreme Council of Islamic 
Research, stated that FGM has no basis in core Islamic law or any of its partial provisions 
and that it is harmful and should not be practiced.  Therefore we should expect global ef-
forts to eradicate FGM.

But the picture is obviously extremely complex. The Inter-African Committee, globally 
accepted as good and just, is both the source of information on international conventions 
and local legislation, and is the template for the political commitment to end FGC, highlighted 
in the form of, and sanctioned by its Maputo Protocol. This agreement is synchronized with 
the “African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights of Women in Africa” and signed by 
the African Union (2003).  In addition, the World Health Organization defines four forms of 
FGM and its stake in its actions against all practices.  

conceptualized by Maendeleo Ya Wanawake, at the formulation stage.  They leaned upon 
FGM as a rite of passage and they maintained that if the girls were trained and a celebration 
was hosted with declaration that girls were now mature after seclusion. This was accepted 
by some communities.

But for some it has not been accepted. Some have been known to go to the seminars 
and thereafter come back and undergo FGM. In the areas where FGM is still high, they 
believe that blood must be shed so that the childhood dies and new life of womanhood 
begins to satisfy the ancestors.  And also, for the ancestors to acknowledge that their 
offspring has grown up.

Apart from Maendeleo Ya Wanawake group-concept, Dr. Susan Chebet of Tumto Ne 
Leel came up with a concept that, in FGM, there is a very important session: where older 
women, known as motiren, train the girls on indigenous knowledge.  So they came up with 
training that the motiren take part in training the girls and seclude them; then pass out (as 
in Maendeleo Ya wanawake group’s concept). For the Keiyo community this could work.

Murray J. Ellis
Chartered Accountant

Services to Small Business
Bookkeepers available

250-385-1011
1325 Tolmie Avenue

Feminine genital mutilation--the practice is heinous

Lilian Plapan

But anyone can look up internet links. 
What isn’t as ABC as surfing the web 

for fighting-cause dialogue, is having direct 
access to an individual who is knowledge-
able, localized and working towards FGM 
prevention.   

We are proud to have been able to catch 
up with one such remarkable woman for an 
exclusive interview, Lilian Plapan, based in 
Kenya.  A member of one of the Inter Afri-
can Committee’s NGOs, in offices that are 
located in Kapenguria, Kenya (close to the 
Ugandan border) and, here in Canada, she’s 
imparting her indigenous knowledge so that 
we can better understand the conundrum 
facing the efforts to eradicate FGM.  

Lilian Plapan’s information is both exem-
plary and candid.  She’s the current spokes-
person for SETAT Women’s Organization, 
operated through the IAC’s website-section: 
“Traditional practices that affect health of 
women and children”. SETAT doesn’t have 
a website of its own. We connected through 
some modern telecommunications with solid 
contact outside of the area. 

Kapenguria is the capital of the West Pokot District, in Kenya; it’s a town north of Kisumu 
situated northeast of Kitale on the A1 road and has a population in excess of 55,000, in-
cluding surrounding outskirts. 

DW: Why is SETAT situated where it is?
LP: We decided on this because this is where FGM is still very high in this region.
Do you prefer that the term, Female Circumcision (FC), Female Genital Cutting 

(FGC) or Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) be used in activist-parlance?
We prefer [the use of the term] FGM. 
What is your group’s view on the practice on girls? 
My group’s view is that FGM is serious. The type, practiced here [in the Kapenguria 

region in Kenya] is Type III: infibulation, which is mutilating the genitals of a woman or girl.
Please give us a sense, if you would of, the scenario(s), in the region regarding 

differing cutting practices?  Is there a tendency toward lesser cutting?
FGM practice is community specific. Kenya is a multi-ethnic nation. FGM is community 

specific to some religious sects. All types, from Type I to Type IV, are practiced.
(a) Type I, where you remove the clitoris pubis, is practiced among the Kipsigis, Nandi 

ethnic groups Nubians and Kisiis.
(b) Type II, also known as excision, where you remove clitoris and labia minora, is 

practiced in Mt. Elgon, Nandi and Sebei of Uganda Masais, among the other MAA speak-
ing communities.

(c)  Type III, also known as infibulations, and practiced by the Pokot, Marakwet, Somalis 
and other communities in the north.

(d)  Type IV is practiced by Nubians.  There is also clitoris pulling among the Bagisu 
tribes in the Kenya-Uganda boarder.

Does your SETAT group have a set recorded policy towards FGM as well as 
specific funds allocated to combating it? 

We do anti-FGM advocacy.  Our policy is towards abandonment [eradication] of FGM 
using all the strategies. Most of the sensitized, [i.e.] educated, girls are abandoning FGM.  
But yet, as we have found in last year, those [who are] educated [are] resorting to FGM 
due to in-laws pressure.  We depend on funding from anti-FGM-supporting partners and 
members volunteering.

If not, is this primarily due to Western aid agencies not willing to focus funding 
on it in a systematic and comprehensive way?

I may not look at it as Western agencies [who are] not willing to support. The most 
disturbing issue is: whose reality is it; who, is having the problem.  African governments 

should now be spearheading allocation of 
funds to combat FGM and its harmful ef-
fects with humble requests for the Western 
agencies to step-up their funding to help 
stop this menace.

The western press has recently taken 
hold of information about a women’s 
NGO called, Maendeleo ya Wanawake 
Organization, currently offering some-
thing (we’re being told) is: “circumcision 
through words”—touted as an alternative 
rite of passage, but without the blood-
shed. Do you agree with and approve of 
this approach?

I participated in the rite of passage, 

But for some communities (like, the Sabaot and the Pokot) one cannot reveal the com-
munity secrets to the uncircumcised.  This is a challenge. Negotiating with them to accept, 
to impart knowledge, without bloodshed.

There are those that practice FGM as religion; through sects, like, Mungiki and Dini Ya 
Msabwa or Mafuta Pole Africa sects.  This will need a lot of sensitization and education.

Do you liaise on any projects? For instance, I have been told that the efforts of 
Setat Women’s organization, in fighting FGM, have started to see some success, 
namely, in Pokot.  It’s been described as a well organized scheme that is enticing “for-
mer circumcisers” by giving them livestock and assisting them to start businesses.  
“Former initiators” (as they’ve been referred to) have responded and some have be-
gun to encourage “current circumcisers” to join the program.  FGM is thus reduced 
in Pokot as a result, even though it’s a region where FGM is still widely accepted.

Setat Women’s organization NGO is also a National Committee for Inter-African Com-
mittee on Traditional Practices that affect health of women and children and [it] uses all 
strategies, according to communities’ values.

For example in Pokot, it will not be very easy to get all the elders to seminars in hotels. 
As this is the community I hail from, I [did] conceptualize Kirket Advocacy.  In Kirket advo-
cacy, a cow is slaughtered, roasted and served to elders using peace leaves.  This brings 
out all the villagers.  The highest social structure is the elders who have undergone sapana 
and poro ritual; followed by men who are circumcised, but have not undergone sapana 
ritual; then, young boys and women and girls.  In this type, you will meet all the members.

In the highest structure, no uncircumcised women or girls may serve them. 

If you plan for a seminar where you just cook food, the elders will say it was meant for 
children.  If you prepare one in a hotel, they will say it is for Europeans.

 [And] so, this complicates the issue further.
For excisors, it is the Pokot economic-relationship arrangement, known as Tilya sys-

tem.  In this concept, the Pokot had an arrangement where, if one of the relatives [is] not 
necessarily a blood relative, you give a cow for the family to use for milk.  If he does well, 
later, you take as-and-when you require.  Then leave the economic relative with one cow 
and you will have empowered the relative.

If an excisor, who has been trained and observed to have abandoned FGM, is empow-
ered and he signs an agreement, after five years he will give one calf to another excisor 
who has been trained.  The next will be taken again from the excisor after three years.  
The rest [of the] animals will be for the excisor.  Follow up will always be done.  If she 
relapses to excisions we withdraw all the cattle and the relationship is severed.  This has 
succeeded.   We gave cattle in 2003, and last year we took some calves and empowered 
other excisors.  We replicated, same, to women in Mt. Elgon, we gave them sheep.  And, in 
Marigat, we gave goats, according to climatic environment.  For goats, the giving of young 
is in two years.  This, in essence, delays the excisor for close to 10 years and hence they 
are not likely to relapse to excisions.

 
This is part 1 of a series of articles on FGM, including coming interviews with WHO consultants, 
Oxfam, Unicef, etc.

Former  excisors surrender cows to be given to other excisors under the Pokot 
tilya system arrangement.

Women join in singing anti-fgm songs.
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By Heather Tufts

“This global royalty who have more in 
common with one another than they do with 
their own citizens and are here to advance 
the interest of their class are also here to 
advance the status quo that serves the 
interest of the elite in their own countries.”

--Maude Barlow re: the G8/G20.

 By now some of the images surround-
ing the G8 and G20 summits are probably 
fading from the collective memory bank. 
You know like the fiasco of the fake lake, 
the over billion dollar security operation, and 
the leaders who gathered to NOT talk about 
making poverty history, solutions to climate 
change or alternatives to a corporatist-
economy that is poised for future inevitable 
crashes.

 The idea that “another world is possible” 
resonates at international social forums and 
community groups strive to implement this 
vision by seeking sustainable alternatives 
to the status quo. We can do these things 
because we live in a democracy where the 
people dare to speak truth to power and free 
speech is our inherent right. Oh really…so 
what happened in Toronto in June 2010?

 Hundreds of riot police lined up in a 
powerful and menacing formation and 
peaceful protesters were told to sit on the 
island between two lanes of traffic. But 
where was the riot?

“There was a circle of protesters sitting 
in the grass in the middle island between the 
two lanes of traffic. The police officers gave 
them a quick warning. The riot police were 
striking their batons against their shields. 
And within approximately 3 to 5 seconds, 
they started kicking and using their batons to 
beat  people sitting on the ground with their 
backs facing these riot police,” said  Adam, 
a medic student. 

He had stopped by with his first aid kit to 
offer help and ended up witnessing a coor-
dinated brutal aggression against peaceful 
protesters and innocent bystanders. Adam 
was hit in the leg with a baton causing se-
vere bruising and swelling. He was unable 
to offer any medical assistance to others 
and states categorically that no adequate 
warnings or opportunities were given for 
people to disperse.

  “After several hours of peaceful protest 
my friends and I went up to Queen’s Park 
to pick up our bicycles and go home,” said 
Emily. “About 10 minutes after I got there, 
I was arrested by riot police. Queen’s Park 
was the designated protest zone, so the 
fact that many people were arrested there is 
completely unacceptable. I was put into the 
last containment cell with five other girls in 
about a 6 x 6 cage. We kept demanding to 
have some food and water -- they ignored 
us outright.”

Fifty-seven-year-old John Pruyn, an 
Ontario resident, an employee with Revenue 
Canada and a part-time farmer who lost a 
leg above his knee following a farming ac-
cident, was sitting on the grass at Queen’s 
Park with his daughter Sarah on June 26. 
Soon a line of riot-armored police ordered 
them to get up but as Sarah began pleading 
with them to give her father a little time and 
space to get up because he is an amputee, 
they began kicking and hitting him. One of 
the police officers used his knee to press 
Pruyn’s head down so hard on the ground, 
that his head was still hurting a week later. 

They took him to a warehouse and 
locked him in a steel-mesh cage where his 
nightmare continued for another 27 hours. 
Pruyn was slammed in a cell without his 
glasses and artificial limb, with no water to 
drink in the heat for five hours and only a 
cement floor to sit and sleep on until he was 
finally given a wheelchair. The Pruyn family’s 
only “crime” was daring to be in Toronto to 
express concerns about the environment, 
people living in poverty, fair access to health 
care and other social justice issues.

The Public Works Protection Act which 
was discretely passed by the Ontario gov-
ernment prior to the G20 granted the police 
extraordinary powers against probable 
cause of “unlawful” assembly in the G20 
security zone. However police deliberately 
misled the public to believe that anyone ap-
pearing within five metres of the four-mile 
long wall surrounding the G20 zone was 
breaking the law and conducted mass ar-

rests on this basis.
One of the most compelling testimonials 

came from Tommy Taylor who lives in the 
neighbourhood and found himself caught 
in the brutal fray of riot police amidst a 
peaceful demonstration. “There are regular 
people on the street watching the protesters 
who live and work in the area” said Tommy. 
“Everyone is calm; it’s actually pretty awe-
some to see. We join in singing ‘Give Peace 
a Chance’  – how could you not, it felt so 
great. Then, riot cops show up on the sides 
of the street. Uh-oh. They’re blocking it off, 
time to go.”

Soon the street was full of buses, paddy 
wagons and riot police. One by one, officers 
went through the shrinking semi-circle line 
and roughly removed protesters, media per-
sonnel and bystanders alike into crowded 
paddy wagons. People would turn and offer 
their hands peacefully; waiting to go, real-
izing that arrest was inevitable.

“I pass rows of cages with people bleed-
ing, crying slumped on the concrete floor. 
Huddled, asking to call family, asking for 
water, asking what the charge is, wanting 
to know their rights. All the officers were 
ignoring them and laughing,” said a stunned 
and incredulous Taylor after his unprovoked 
arrest.

“It was around 2:00 am. I’d been held 
since 10:30 pm, not read my rights, not 
explained anything, not yet charged, no 
phone call. And in an overcrowded cell with 
no access to water,” continued Taylor. “It was 
6 am, we couldn’t lie down or even all sit. 
We tried rotating on the steel bench. It was 
freezing. People are hungry. We plead to the 
passing guards for food or an explanation, 
or to tell us what’s happening – even to split 
us up so we can lie on the cold concrete.” 

 Tommy’s descriptions of 39 guys 
crowded into one metal cage still in hand-
cuffs so tight that their wrists were bleeding 
is haunting and reminiscent of a repressive 
police-state regime. One female officer is 
reported to have broken into tears, sobbing 
that this was not right!

“I looked around at the screaming men, 
the scared kid, the huddled couple, the 
disgusted Germans, the confused old man, 
the First Nations man who didn’t seem sur-
prised at all, the guards laughing, the others 
dismayed,” and still people were screaming 
for water, said Taylor.

 After about 23 hours in inhumane, over-
crowded conditions, handcuffed, no phone 
calls, and without food 
or water: “I’m told that I 
was arrested for breach 
of peace,” said Taylor. 
“I am not charged and 
am told to head out. So 
after the G20 was of-
ficially over, just before 
the legal 24 hours they 
could hold me, I was 
being rushed out!”

“I’m out in the pour-
ing rain,” he said. “It’s 
around 9:30 pm, still a 
little light. I can’t focus. I 
have no money, no wal-
let, no phone. My head 
is aching, my wrists raw, 
body sore and awake 
for 43 hours. Standing 
in the rain.  No shoes. 
The anger is whelming 
up inside, my brain is 
exploding, tears are 
filling my eyes and I 
scream and punch the 
construction wall next 
to me. How did this 

there may be Charter defences. In the civil 
context, I would imagine people will be suing 
not only for false imprisonment but also for 
breach of their rights.”

Meanwhile Tommy Taylor, John Pruyn 
and countless others know that apathy and 
silence is no longer an option.  Many mourn 
this loss of democracy and human decency 
and will channel their outrage towards those 
responsible with legal civil action and by 
using their franchise opportunity at the next 
election. 

For Tommy Taylor’s full account of his arrest 
and incarceration go to: 
http://backofthebook.ca/2010/07/01/how-i-got-
arrested-and-abused-at-the-g20-in-toronto-
canada/3476/

To join Amnesty’s call for an inquiry go to: 
http://www.amnesty.ca/iwriteforjustice/take_ac-
tion.php?actionid=449&type=Internal

Voices from Toronto—proud to be Canadian, eh!

Cages are roughly 12′ by 20′ & 10′ high. 
        --Photo courtesy of Tommy Taylor.

happen? What did I do? I’m crushed, lost 
and might as well have been hit by a truck. 
I finally hail a cab and fall into it.”

Amnesty International, the Ontario NDP 
and citizens’ groups across Canada are 
demanding a public inquiry to examine the 
G8 and G20 security plans and the police 
response to the protests.  An inquiry could 
also answer why a venue in the Toronto 
downtown core was chosen, and why $1.2 
billion was spent on security. Let’s be clear 
though, a Toronto police services review 
is not an independent inquiry into why the 
provocative black bloc tactics were strategi-
cally ignored while more than 1,000 peaceful 
protesters were arrested and treated worse 
than criminals.                                                   

In an interview with Amy Goodman 
on “Democracy Now” author Naomi Klein 
denounced the G20 completely by saying 
that it is merely “an attempt to get around 
the United Nations, where every country 
in the world has a vote, and to create this 
expanded G8, where they invite some de-
veloping countries, but not so many that they 
can overpower or outvote the Western—the 
traditional Western powers.”

Basically at the summit, Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper convinced world leaders 
that they could not justify “punishing” those 
banks which had not created the economic 
crisis notwithstanding Canada’s protected 
banks make enormous profits and could 
easily absorb a tax.

“How else can we interpret the G20’s 
final communiqué, which includes not even 
a measly tax on banks or financial trans-
actions, yet instructs governments to slash 
their deficits in half by 2013,” says Klein. 
“This is a huge and shocking cut, and we 
should be very clear who will pay the price: 
students who will see their public educa-
tions further deteriorate as their fees go 
up; pensioners who will lose hard-earned 
benefits; public-sector workers whose jobs 
will be eliminated.”

So what was this all for and was it worth 
it? The G20 is seen by many as a billion 
dollar sham and the egregious overreac-
tion by police on the streets of Toronto is 
Canada’s shameful legacy. Toronto lawyer 
Peter Rosenthal who served as counsel for 
the family of Dudley George during the Ip-
perwash inquiry in 1995 said the following 
about the arrests: “In the criminal charges, 

Riot 
police in 
the des-
ignated 
protest 

zone.
Photo cour-
tesy of Real 

News.
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By Theresa Wolfwood

Canadian writer Yves Engler was in 
Victoria recently to speak publicly and to 
promote his new book entitled Canada & 
Israel: Building Apartheid. 

Most of the people who came to hear 
him speak think they are fairly well informed 
about Canadian foreign policy. Many had 
read this young, full-time historian and 
writer’s previous books, The Black Book 
of Canadian Foreign Policy (see review 
on www.bbcf.ca) and Canada in Haiti, co-
authored with Anthony Fenton. But when 
Engler gave his carefully prepared and 
well-documented revelations of Canada’s 
relationship with Israel, there were some 
surprises.

Yes, we are Israel.  When Israel attacked 
and bombed Gaza (using airplanes with 
parts made by Canadian companies the 
Canada Pension Plan invests in) Venezu-
ela expelled Israel’s ambassador and later 
broke diplomatic ties with Israel. Ottawa 
stepped right in to help. The Canadian em-
bassy now represents Israel in Venezuela as 
it has done for some years in Cuba.

Although Canadian corporate media do 
not even show a pretense of giving Palestine 
and Palestinian news a fair coverage and 
no political party shows any leadership in 
policy or action to support human rights and 
justice for Palestine, Canada has a powerful 
independent media, including journals and 
book publishers. Increasing numbers of Ca-
nadians, including many of Jewish descent, 
are speaking and campaigning against 
Canada’s involvement with a country which 
enforces an illegal occupation, steals land 
and destroys homes, violates most of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 
UN resolutions. 

There has been an upsurge of concern, 
outrage and action since the Gaza invasion 
and the almost four years of blockade and 
isolation of Gaza. Canada was the second 
country to withdraw all aid from Gaza, to 
refuse to recognize its government and 
to increase help to Israel and its allies in 
Palestine. Recently Canada ended its con-
tribution to UNRWRA, the UN agency that 
provides basic human needs – like schools 
and sanitation--to hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinian refugees.

Using the criteria of the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms, Engler 
analyzed the policies of the state of Israel 
and it comes up Apartheid in every defini-
tion of that well known and apt word that 
once described the lives of millions of South 
Africans.

Under legal rights: #8 and #9, rights of 
security against unreasonable seizure and 
the right not to be arbitrarily detained or im-
prisoned, Israel has about 8,000 Palestinian 

prisoners, for whom these rights have been 
violated;  #12, everyone has the right not 
to be subjected to any cruel and unusual 
treatment or punishment, the blockade and 
bombing and killing of civilians of Gaza 
certainly violates this provision. 

Under democratic rights: #1, all Can-
adians have the right to vote. Palestinians 
cannot vote in Israel – even though they are 
ruled by its government. Under #6 (1) and 
(2), re the right to leave and re-enter and to 
move freely, that right is denied to Palestin-
ians both within and outside of Israel and 
Palestine. Under equality rights which call 
for equality without racial or ethnic origin,  
that right is constantly violated in Israel and 
Palestine; only Palestinians require pass 
cards and are denied freedom of movement. 
Social and education services are very dif-
ferent for Arab Israelis and Jewish Israelis.  
Anyone of Jewish ethnicity can get Israeli 
citizenship; no one else can; Jews have the 
right of return, but Arabs do not.

How is it possible that a country—
Canada--that cherishes and codifies its 
rights and freedom is so willing to be a 
totally uncritical partner of a government 
that constantly denies these fundamentals 
to its subject citizens?

Engler went back into our history to 
reveal the roots of Zionism which were 
Christian one hundred years ago. Still today, 
millions of Canadians believe that Christ 
will only come again in a Jewish nation and 
so in essence they support Zionism and 
Canadian (and US) politicians who share 
this belief. 

But the need to establish the Israel 
state as enacted in the Balfour agreement 
was seen as an essential part of imperialist 
expansion and security in the time of the 
British Empire – of which Canada was a will-
ing member. Jewish Zionists, early on, saw 
that a Zionist state in the Near East would 
serve the interests of British imperialism, 
trade routes to Asia, as well as their own 
interests. Engler quoted Canadian Prime 
Minister Arthur Meighen who said in 1915, 
“I think I can speak for those of the Christian 
faith when I express the wish that God speed 
the day when the land of your [Jewish] 
forefathers shall be yours again. This task I 
hope will be performed by that champion of 
liberty the world over -- the British Empire.”

Few Canadian politicians have deviated 
from this official enthusiasm for a Zionist 
state. Lester Pearson was a key party to 
pushing the new state of Israel through 
the United Nations. Engler reports that 
Canada’s representative on the 1947 UN 
Special Committee on Palestine, former Su-
preme Court Justice Ivan C. Rand, pushed 
for Israel to receive a greater share of the 
land in Palestine and opposed the creation 

of a bi-national state. Lester Pearson 
“worked feverishly to broker a partition plan 
acceptable to Moscow and Washington”.
“If you look at Pearson’s record on Israel, 
he didn’t care about what the indigenous 
population had to say in 1947,” Engler 
says. “He cared about what Washington 
had to say or what London had to say, what 
Moscow had to say, and maybe a little bit 
about what the Jewish Zionist lobby in this 
country had to say.”

Later John Diefenbaker inaugurated 
“Canada Park”, funded by Canadian Zionist 
groups with charitable status and built on 
the ruins of Palestinian villages that were 
sacked and whose residents were expelled. 
In other words, illegal settlements and de-
struction of the rights of Palestinians were 
and still are funded by Canadian taxpayers.

Canada has a secret and dirty role in 

which, like Britain, wants an ally and a cli-
mate of instability in the Near East.

Harper’s government publicly supports 
Israel’s “cruel and unusual punishment” of 
Gaza and we profit from the sale of arms 
used in the invasion of Gaza. Peter Kent, 
junior foreign minister, said in February, 
2010, that, “An attack on Israel would be 
considered an attack on Canada.”  Again: 
Canada is Israel.

Engler says, “There is a long history 
of Canadian support for Zionism, a Eu-
ropean settler ideology that has violently 
dispossessed Palestinians for more than 
six decades.” 

The latest effort of our government to 
silence any call for rights and freedoms for 
Palestine is a Canadian Parliamentary Co-
alition to Combat Antisemitism composed of 
all parties except the Bloc Québécois which 
withdrew from the committee because it 
considers it biased in favour of Israel and 
against the Palestinians. Equating anti-
semitism with criticism of the state of Israel 
is like being called anti-Canadian if one 
criticizes our military role in Afghanistan (not 
that many politicians do, but many citizens 
do. Are we anti-Canadian?) NDP’s Judy 
Wasylycia-Leis sits on this committee and 
endorses its mandate.

But Engler sees many hopeful signs that 
support for lawless colonialism is weakening 
in Canada. Many new social movements 
are forming and acting, including a number 
comprising Canadian Jewish citizens. Hu-
man rights and solidarity groups are growing 
in strength, supporting international boycotts 
of and divestment in Israel. Trade unions are 
taking strong positions – CUPW and locals 
of CUPE -- while the UK Trade Union Con-
gress passed a historic resolution calling for 
boycotts and sanctions last year. This is a 
struggle for human rights and freedoms, and 
many Canadian now see that our policies 
deny both to Palestinians.

The boycott, divestments and sanctions 
movements (BDS) are growing in Canada. 
Many Canadians question our military 
support for Israel, including our sale of 
armaments; the Canada Pension Plan has 
invested our money in these companies.

Engler’s new book Canada and Israel: 
Building Apartheid, published by Fern-
wood and RED, is now available at local 
independent booksellers. By request of the 
author, it will not be sold at Chapters which 
is the object of a Canada-wide boycott be-
cause its owners support the Israeli military 
through a charitable foundation. 

The book, the basis for his speech, 
provides the documented details of our 
history, action proposals, and an amazing 
bibliography of Canadian books providing a 
much needed record for this much needed, 
very Canadian analysis. 

CANADA IS ISRAEL: Can it Really Be?

close cooperation with Mossad, Israel’s 
secret police, giving them information, false 
Canadian passports, and assistance in 
international spying.

Engler who is Jewish and was once a 
Zionist activist says that Canada’s support 
of Israel, including our 1997 Free Trade 
agreement, has less to do with a small 
amount of trade or a Jewish voter lobby in 
Canada. Even less so now as more and 
more Jewish-Canadians are openly critical 
of Israel’s policies; they are saying, “Not in 
our name.”

Canada went from being a junior mem-
ber of the British Empire to being a junior 
member of the American Empire, back 
around the time of the Suez crisis in 1956 
and the solidifying of our NATO and NORAD 
membership when Pearson welcomed 
nuclear weapons onto Canadian soil. Engler 
says our uncritical and unwavering support 
of Israel is based on our subservient role 
and willing service in the American empire  

Internet photoo

Yves Engler

Remembering remarkable lives lived briefly: reviews of some memoirs, biographies
By Theresa Wolfwood
Lee Sustar & Aisha Karim, editors. Poetry & Protest: A Dennis Brutus Reader. 2006. 
Haymarket Books. USA                              

Dennis Brutus died last year in his native South Africa, still working to bring justice 
and equality to his country. Classified as “coloured”, Brutus’ parents were schoolteachers 
and he was able to get a reasonable education. At an early age he became aware of the 
injustice and inequality in South African society; an active boy, he experienced the results 
in sport; non-whites had not the opportunity, equipment nor place to become good athletes. 
None were allowed on prestigious national teams. Brutus was teaching school and began 
to challenge apartheid on many levels, including education and sport. He lost his job, was 
arrested, shot and jailed for his activism in1964.

The accounts of his time in jail are horrific, the conditions were appalling and both 
guards and prisoners were dehumanized and brutal in this terrible system. Brutus not 
only survived; after leaving prison and going into exile, he helped bring the conditions in 
South Africa to world attention. He organized massive and wide reaching actions including 
successful boycotts of white-only South African athletes’ attendance at the Olympics and 
other sport events. Soon South African became isolated in many areas; not only sport – 
cultural workers refused to go there, trade and tourism boycotts became widespread.  As 
many today see the parallels between Apartheid South Africa and Israel, his activism is a 
source of hope and inspiration.  Brutus writes that international support was crucial for the 
anti-apartheid struggle and its success. 

When the jubilation over the fall of apartheid had passed, Brutus and many others saw 
the beginning of betrayal of commitment to social justice by the new government they had 
worked so hard to support and elect in the new South Africa. 

Even as early as 1974 Brutus saw a deeper and more complex reality. He said then 
that the struggle was deeper and more complex than apartheid, “…the significance of the 
Southern Africa [he was including Namibia, Mozambique etc.] Liberation movement is that 
it goes beyond resistance. It is not resistance to oppression; it is not even liberation merely 
in the sense of freedom to govern yourself…It is not a local nor even a national struggle. 
We see ourselves as an element in the global struggle against imperialism…”

In spite of his disappointment with the current policies of South Africa, he remained 
connected, optimistic and active. When speaking about cultural change he said that, “…
that one of the things we are doing is to engage ourselves in the struggle to recover and 
rediscover our humanity”... “The reality is that Africa has been recolonized...”

 We live in less dangerous conditions in Canada, but with similar parameters; we can 
do no better than follow Brutus’ words and examples.

Kay Macpherson. When in doubt, do both: the times of my life   U of Toronto Press. 
1994. Toronto.                                                                                           

Kay Macpherson was one of the major forces in Canadian feminism and peace activ-
ism.  She is remembered by the organizations she helped found and their ongoing work: 
the Association of Women Electors in the fifties; the Canadian Voice of Women for Peace, 
of which she was president 1963-1967. She organized major national and international 
rallies and conferences; she was arrested in France and often threatened in Canada. She 
organized visits of Russian and Vietnamese women to Canada and created a new genera-
tion of activists; and then organized the National Action Committee on the Status of Women 
(NAC) of which she was president 1977-79. NAC is still the major umbrella lobbying group 
for women and families in Canada.  

Kay was an energetic, warm and caring person with a flair for speaking and entertain-
ing. In 1992 she was initially banned from attending and speaking at the world’s largest 
peace rally in New York with over one million people; she was labelled a :dangerous alien.” 
The title of the book is the story of her activism; she did both, she did it all. She endeared 
herself to her friends and colleagues with her motto: Every meeting a party; every party, 
a meeting. When Govenor General Ed Shreyer presented her with the Order of Canada, 
he asked, “And

Margaret Hooks. Tina Modotti: Photographer and Revolutionary. 1993. Pandora, 
HarperCollins Publications, London UK 

Tina Modotti came from a poor family in Italy to the US: her beauty and strong character 
took her into a modelling and acting career. She became a model, mistress and assistant 
of US photographer, Edward Weston. Together they went to Mexico; she fell in love with 
that country and stayed after he went home. She became an amazing photographer in 
her own right – first with photos of flowers but soon her political convictions moved her to 
social documentary photography.  (Portrait of Tina by Edward Weston)

She was a friend and colleague to many of the art and left community in Mexico, from 
Frida Kahlo, the famous male muralists and one of her many lovers, Julio Antonio Mella, 
exiled Cuban revolutionary, was assassinated as they walked in Mexico City; he died in her 
arms. She was exiled to Europe and went to the Spanish Civil War as an aid and medical 
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 p.m., at the CRD            
offices at 625 Fisgard street in Victoria. 

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Thursday at 7 pm at 
the Fresh Cup Cafe, at 1931 Mt. Newton X 
Road. Share stories, books, talk politics and 
enjoy hot coffee in Saanichton. Nothing is 
taboo…  No pretentiousness, no meeting 
agenda… just a chance to chat with neigh-
bours and build community. Call  250-652-
8228 for further information.

THE  VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL, 
representing affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria Area, holds its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 pm, on the third Wednesday 
each month, at the BCGEU Auditorium, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delegates 
are welcome to come to meet your execu-
tive, president  Mike Eso, treasurer Stan 
Dzbik,and secretary Kim Manton.

HOTDOGS, HAMBURGERS & HORGAN!
A Summer BBQ supporting John Horgan 
and the Juan de Fuca New Democrats will 
be held on Sunday, August. Free for all! . For 
further information, call or email Heather at 
250-479-5405 or goliard86@shaw.ca.

22nd ANNUAL LABOUR DAY PICNIC 
will be held on Monday, September 6, from 
11:00 am to 3:00 pm, at Irving Park, at the 
corner of Menzies and Michigan Streets, 
in Victoria. There will be fun for the whole 
family,  including games for the kids, and re-
freshments, (kids eat free!). Volunteers and 
donations are welcome. Please colme out 
and join us in solidarity to celebrate Labour 
Day. For more information, call 250-384-
8331 r email us at vlcbc@telus.net.

VICTORIA-BEACON HILL NDP will hold 
its Annual Generel Meeting on Wednesday, 
September 8, at 6:30 pm, at the Garry Oak 
Room, Fairfield Community Centre, 1335 
Thurlow Street. Special guest peaker will 
be Michael Prince, Lansdowne Professor 
of Social Policy at the University of Victoria, 

speaking on the topic of “How Socialist activ-
ists can change the world”. No host bar and 
pizza will be available. For more informaiton, 
call 250-386-8497.or email or VBH Presi-
dent Marianne Alto  at azimuth@telus.net

INVITATION TO A BIRTHDAY PARTY! 
Esquimalt-Royal Raods New Democrats in-
vite you to Maurine Karagianis’ 60th Birthday 
Party, on Thursday, September 9, at 7 :00 
pm, at the Gorge Vale Golf Course. Tickets 
are $60. For tickets plase call Fred Hiigli  
at 250-384-7374, or email esquimaltroyal-
roads@gmail.com.

2010 JAMES BAY ART WALK will take 
place on Saturday and Sunday, September 
11 and 12, from 11:00 am to 5:00 pm. Take 
a self-guided tour of Victoria’s historical 
James Bay neighbourhood and look for the 
brightly painted shoes that will dangle from 
the doorways of the artists’ venues. Meet 
the artists, enjoy their art, and perhaps take 
home something beautiful, from original 
works to prints and cards. There’s a lot to 
see, so plan for a full day – or two – and 

Calendar of coming events
enjoy a lunch along the way. For further 
information go to www.jamesbyartwalk.c

VICTORIA PUBLIC EDUCATION COALI-
TION will hold its Annual General meeting 
on Saturday, September 18, from 1:30-2:30 
pm, at the Oaklands Community Centre, 
2827 Belmont Avenue. This will be followed 
by an Open Workshop, “Advocating for Pub-
lic Education--Insider Tips”, facilitated by 
Sarina Auriel, MA. The workshop, from 2:45-
4:30 pm, is open to all who care about the 
future of public educatiol.No rgistration fee. 

SAANICH SOUTH NEW DEMOCRATS in-
vite members to their 2010 General Meeting 
on Tuesday, September 21, from 5:00-7:30 
pm, at 5238 Cordova Bay Road.. Please 
join them for a light dinner and discussion 
with guest speaker Bob Simpson, MLA for 
Cariboo North and Opposition Critic for 
Aboriginal Relations and Reconciliation. To 
do your bit for Mother Earth and save on dis-
posables, please bring your own plate and 
cutlery. Questions? Phone 250-479-1100 
or email to saanichsouthndp@gmail.com.

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, by Ilan Pappe, Oxford: One World Publications, 2006
Book review by Jim  Manly 

In countries such as The United States, 
the United Kingdom and Canada the 
great majority of the population, including 
politicians and mainstream journalists, 
have been so blinded by “holocaust guilt” 
that we have not recognized the long his-
tory of oppression and violence that have 
marked Israel’s treatment of the indigenous 
Palestinians.  

Although recent events,  such as the 
2008-09 war on Gaza and the 2010 attack 
on the Peace Flotilla, have been so horrific 
that  many people have opened their eyes 
to what is happening, many still believe that 
this criminal behaviour is a recent develop-
ment.  Ilan Pappe, a noted Israeli historian 
who now holds the Chair of History at the 
University of Exeter, has shown in his 2006 
study, The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine, 
that this criminality dates from the very be-
ginning of the State of Israel.  

Pappe had access to Israeli Defence 
Force archives as well as to the diaries 
of David Ben-Gurion, Israel’s first prime 
minister, which corroborated  and provided 
context for the personal accounts of dis-
placed  Palestinians. 

Using these sources, Pappe states that 
there were 31 confirmed massacres and 
possibly another six  between December 11, 
1947 and January 19, 1949. (p. 258)  For the 
most part these were not spontaneous acts 
of berserk soldiers but the results of a care-
fully planned series of operations.  During 
the 1930s the Zionist movement, financed 
by the Jewish National Fund, developed a 
detailed archive of every Palestinian village, 
including not only important geographical 
information about topography, soil and 
water conditions, access roads etc. but 

also demographic information about village 
leaders, the age of men from 16 to 50 and 
an “index of hostility” towards the Zionist 
project. (p. 19)

This information was then used between 
1937 and 1946 to develop a series of plans 
(A, B, and C) for the campaign against 
Palestinians as soon as the withdrawal of 
the British, who had a League of Nations 
Mandate for Palestine.  In February 1947 
the British announced their intention to 
withdraw and on November 29, 1947 the 
UN adopted the Partition Resolution which 
the Palestinians rejected as grossly unfair.  
Spontaneous Palestinian protests erupted in 
vandalism of buses and shopping centres; 
this was used to justify Jewish attacks on 
Palestinian villages and neighbourhoods.  
These early attacks caused nearly 75,000 
Palestinians to leave.  Many more were to 
follow.

Although a trickle of about 3,000 vol-
unteers from other Arab states, the so-
called Arab Liberation Army entered some 
of the villages, they were poorly trained, 
ill-equipped and had no time to transform 
local Palestinians into an effective fighting 
force. (p. 74) These volunteers were no 
more successful than the later  involvement 
of official Arab armies  but they did provide 
the Zionist forces with further justification 
for their  violence.

Plans A, B and C were followed in March 
1948 by Plan Dalet (i.e. “D”, the 4th letter 
in the Hebrew alphabet.)  As the following 
extract shows, the details are chilling:

“These operations can be carried out in 
the following manner: either by destroying 
villages (by setting fire to them, by blowing 
them up, and by planting mines in their 
debris) and especially of those popula-

tion centres which are difficult to control 
continuously; or by mounting combing and 
control operations according to the follow-
ing guidelines: encirclement of the villages, 
conducting a search inside them.  In case of 
resistance, the armed forces must be wiped 
out and the population expelled outside the 
borders of the state.” (p. 39)

Even before the British formally withdrew 
on May 15, 1948, Jewish forces had begun 
to follow Plan Dalet.   In early April, the 
Hagana, a Jewish paramilitary force which 
operated with the consent of the Zionist 
leadership, attacked and captured villages 
on the road from Tel-Aviv to Jerusalem 
and expelled the inhabitants.  The village 
of Deir Yassin had a non-aggression pact 
with the Hagana but, because it was within 
the targeted area, the Hagana arranged to 
send in the Irgun and the Stern Gang, two 
other para-military groups.    After spraying 
the houses with gunfire, the survivors were 
rounded up and executed.  Original ac-
counts placed the number of those killed at 
254; this was later scaled back to 170 and 
then to 93; this number included 30 babies.  
Far from hiding the massacre the Zionist 
leadership used inflated figures for those 
killed in order to warn other Palestinians to 
abandon their villages. (pp. 90-91) 

Menachem Begin, leader of the Irgun, 
points out in his 1951 book, The Revolt, that 
reports of this “butchery” caused a panic 
which resulted in a “maddened uncontrolled 
stampede.  Of the almost 800,000 who lived 
in the present territory of the State of Israel, 
only some 165,000 are still there.”  (note 8, 
pp. 271-272)

Other attacks, massacres and expul-
sions followed.  At first, the Zionists used the 
word “retaliation” but, in fact, Ben Gurion’s 
diary indicates that most Palestinian peas-
ants did not want to get involved in armed 
struggle. (pp. 50-51, 269, note 25)  Yigael 
Yadin, a Hagana leader said that retaliation 
was not a proper description.  “This is not 
what we are doing; this is an offensive and 
we need to initiate pre-emptive strikes.  No 
need for a village to attack us.” (p. 64)

Seeing what was happening to the 
Palestinians. the disorganized Arab states 
decided to intervene but not before the Brit-
ish had officially terminated their Mandate  
on May 15.  In the meantime, before any 
official Arab military had entered Palestine, 
between March 30 and May 15, 1948, some 
200 villages were attacked, occupied and 
the villagers driven out. (p. 104). In January 
however, a firm but unwritten agreement 
with King Abdullah of Transjordan under-
mined Arab unity on the issue.  In return 
for allowing the Jordanians free access to 
most of the land that the Partition Plan had 
allocated to the Palestinians, the Jews could 
annex the rest. (pp. 118-19)

The State of Israel was officially declared 
on May 14, 1948.  In preparation for a contin-
ued cleansing operation, orders were given 
the IDF (Israeli Defence Force) on May 12, 
“You must between the 14th and 15th occupy 
and destroy: Tira, Qalansuwa and Qaqun, 
Irata, Danaba, Iqtaba and Shuweika.”  Two 
days later orders were received to “attack 

and cleanse” another series of villages in 
the area between Tel-Aviv and Haifa. (p. 
132).

Ben Gurion had enunciated this policy as 
early as 1937 and as the Partition Plan made 
possible the reality of a Jewish State, he 
and other Zionists faced the uncomfortable 
fact that the large Palestinian population 
worked against the dream of exclusive Jew-
ish control.  As Ben Gurion told members of 
his party in 1947, “only a state with at least 
80% Jewsish a viable and stable state.”  In 
public they talked about massive Jewish 
immigration as the solution to this problem; 
privately, he told his close associates that 
facing the danger of a Palestinian fifth col-
umn, there were only two possibilities: mass 
arrests or expulsion.  “It is better to expel 
them.” (pp. 48-49)

The Ethnic Cleansing of Palestine pro-
vides many details of the ethnic cleansing 
operations including the massacres.  Israeli 
public relations have done a masterful job 
in painting this whole process as one of 
self-defence in the face of Arab terrorists.  
Pappe says that for Palestinians the de-
gree to which western governments and 
news media have accepted this myth and 
ignored the suffering from this injustice is 
the source of their deepest frustration apart 
from the trauma of massacre and dispos-
session.  (xiv) 

It is long past time for the truth to be told.  
By using access to Israeli archives, Pappe 
has done this in an irrefutable way.  We, in 
turn, need to “read, mark, learn and inwardly 
digest” this truth.

Unfortunately, Pappe’s work cannot 
be followed by similar archival studies for 
the 1950s.  Prime Minister Netanyahu re-
cently signed an order to keep these records 
closed for another 20 years.  In an editorial 
opposing the ban, the progressive paper, 
Haaretz, said:

“The decision was preceded by intense 
pressure from the defence establishment 
and intelligence services on the state ar-
chivist…”

The information that remains classified 
deals, among other things, with the expul-
sions and massacres of Arabs in the War 
of Independence, Mossad operations in 
foreign countries, surveillance of opposition 
politicians by the Shin Bet security service in 
the 1950s and the establishment of the Bio-
logical Research Institute in Nes Tziona and 
the Nuclear Research Center in Dimona.

The material was not accessible to the 
public previously, and the new regulations 
merely put a retroactive stamp of legality 
on the closure of the archives, which until 
now was sealed illegally. The state archivist 
warned that some of the classified materials 
“has implications over [Israel’s] adherence 
to international law.”

His words suggest that the state will be 
seen as an outlaw if the past deeds of the 
security and intelligence services are made 
public.”

Israel has done many things for which 
it should face charges; denial and burying 
the past cannot cover the shame or hide 
the guilt.

worker where she met Norman Bethune. Many adventures and dangerous assignments 
later, she returned to Mexico and died in a taxi of heart failure. Her friend, Pablo Neruda, 
wrote a poem for her funeral. 

Sissela Bok. Alva  Myrdal: A Daughter’s Memoir.   Addison-Wesley Publishing Com-
pany. USA

 “…:that by whatever means they choose, all human beings can and must struggle to 
resist propaganda and falsehoods; and that this resistance is never more important than 
for those who have thought and language as their professions.”

Book cover photo
Called by some, the mother of Swedish social democracy; it is her work in nuclear 

disarmament and peace issues that Alva Myrdal is now usually remembered for; the work 
that earned her the Nobel Prize in 1982 when she was 80 and already suffering from the 
effects of a brain tumour that killed her four years later. 

I have reviewed this book at length in a previous LIN but it bears repeating; social 
democracy is a dying concept and philosophy in our neoliberal times. This memoir by 
Mrydal’s daughter is a personal and political narrative of the long and fruitful life of one of 
Sweden’s and the world’s inspired and inspiring women and her contribution to our ideas 
of social democracy, human rights, equality, justice and peace. 

As is the case with many intelligent and creative people, she was not satisfied with her 
impressive accomplishments and for a woman who believed in the importance of words, her 
aphasia was a special hardship in her last year. But in one her last speeches she rejected 
despair and encouraged everyone to act for peace and to never give up. She said in part,” 
I know only two things for certain. One is that we gain nothing by walking around difficulties 
and merely indulging in wistful thinking. The other is that there is always something one 
can do oneself….it is not worthy of human beings to give up.”

Those words should resonate with all of us who work for a better world, to rebuild dem-
ocracy as neoliberalism attempts to overwhelm us and to remember that social change is 
a life time project.  
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Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest
MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Office, Bill Rout-
ley, MLA: 273 Trunk Road, Duncan, BC or PO Box 
599, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, 
toll free 1-877-715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, MLA 
email bill.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100 Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8, phone 250-479-
8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or visit her website at www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Horgan 
, MLA: Victoria office: 800 Goldstream Avenue, 
Victoria, BC, V9B 2X7, and South Cowichan 
office: 17-Valley View Centre, 1400 Cowichan 
Bay Road, phone 733-2521, email john.horgan.
mla@leg.bc.ca

Saanich South Community Office, Lana 
Popham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria BC 
V8X 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, 
www.saanichsouth.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Carole 
James, MLA: 1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 
3K4, phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-4586, 
email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Denise Savoie, MP, House of Commons, Room 
518, Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 
0A6.

Victoria Community Office, Denise Savoie, MP, 
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2H3, 
phone 250-363-8421, fax 250-363-8422, open 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  visit www.den-
isesavoie.ca or email her at savoie.d@parl.gc.ca

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons,  Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6. Email 
her at crowdj1A@parl.gc.ca

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office: Jean 
Crowder, MP: 101- 126 Ingram Street, Duncan, 
BC  V9L 1P1, www.jeancrowder.ca or email her 
at jean@jeancrowder.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102,  Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0; or contact presi-
dent Ellen Oxman at 250-466-0303 or email her at 
CowichanValley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats: Write 
Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 
7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com..

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Email  president 
Heather Gropp at goliard86@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4,or 
contact president Keith Todd  at 250-598-8039 
or by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats:  Email president Gary Holman at ghol-
man@ssisland.com or phone him at 250-653-
2042.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre  Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
simon@rasmussesen.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1, phone 
250-386-8497or email president Marianne Alto 
at azimuth@telus.net.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.
com, or write to PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Av-
enue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1. 

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Con-
tact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@shaw.
caor write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats:Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371or email 
her at suecreba@aquariusd.com.
 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact    president Starla Anderson  by email at 
starla anderson@shaw.ca  orIrene Wright (Gulf 
Islands), by phone/fax 1-250-537-5347, or email 
at aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: Contact  president 
Marianne Alto at 250-370-9199, write to  Box 
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5380, LCD9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4.or visit their 
website:www.victoriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats:  5367 Kingsway, Burnaby 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-432-
9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300 - 279 Laurier 
West,  Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free: 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS 
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org.

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organization: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-879-
3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website: www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office: 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 604-
801-5122, website: www.policyalternatives.ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1, Regional  Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, extension 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

CubaTours: for information about nonprofit 
educational tours of Cuba and books, phone 604-
874-9048 or go to www.cubatours.ca.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444

Government of Canada: www.gc.ca.

Government of BC: www.gov.bc.ca.

Greater Victoria Water Watch Coalition: visit  
www.greatervictoriawaterwatchcoalition.ca or 
phone 250-595-1701 or 250- 380-1197.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and political areas, www.napo-onap.ca.
,
NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca.
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Democrats 
must be to establish a Socialist Canada.” 

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and opposi-
tion spokespersons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by the 
Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organization, 
are available on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 a.m. to noon and 1-4  p.m., at the Blanshard 
Community Centre, 901 Kings Road (King and 
Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and #6 buses on 
Quadra Street. Service is free, and provided by 
trained volunteers. For further information phone 
250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of the 
BC Health Coalition. If you’re concerned about ac-
cess, affordability and quality of health care in our 
community, get involved by calling co-chairs Phil 
Lyons at 381-0033 or Carol Pickup at 475-0454.

Together Against Poverty Society: 415-620 
View Street, Victoria, BC, phone 250-361-3521.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6, phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914, website www.vircs.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council:  219-275 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax: 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telus.net; 
Mike Eso, president; Mary Ehl, secretary; Mike 
Ferguson, treasurer. 

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 3R9, phone/fax 250-592-8307, email cen-
tre@vicpeace.ca or website www.vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglinton 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website: 
www.wwf.ca    

United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) 
- Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-2868, fax 
250-475-5898, email unavic@coastnet.com or 
website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Briarpatch Magazine: a progressive Canadian 
magazine, published 10 times a year, subscrip-
tions $24.61, 2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK, S4P 2R7, email briarpatchmag@sasktel.
com. 

Canadian Dimension Magazine: an independ-
ent socialist magazine, begun in 1963, and run by 
a cooperative, published 6 times a year, subscrip-
tion $24.50, students and unemployed $18.50, 
2B-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, MN, R3B 1G5, 
subscription hotline 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): reform-minded focus on mon-
etary issues and how they affect our society, email 
comerpub@comer.org,  website www.comer.org.

Global Outlook:  Ian Woods, editor; $25 Cana-
dian, PO Box 222, Oro, ON  L0L 2X0.

The CCPA Monitor: published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives,  410-75 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, $110 supporting 
membership with $75 tax0 receipt, or $25 low in-
come membership receives the Monitor monthly.

The Democrat: published by the BC NDP, 3110 
Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC, V5M 4A2, sub-
scription $10 per year.

The Straight: a weekly publication with features, 
articles, news and reviews from Vancouver, sub-
scription $117/52 issues in Canada, 2nd floor, 
1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, V6J 3G7, 
phone 604-730-7000, email info@straight.com.

New Internationalist: a communications co-
operative based in Oxford, it exists to report on 
issues of world poverty and inquality; to focus 
attention on the unjust relationship between the 
powerful and the powerless in both rich and poor 
nations; to debate and campaign for the radical 
changes necessary f the basic material and 
spiritual needs of all are to be met, subscriptions, 
$38.50 including GST ,PO Box 706, Markham, 
ON, L6B 1A7, phone 905-946-0407, fax: 905-946-
0410, email: magazines@indas.on.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by mostl abour organizations and 
other supporters of working pwople. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering the 
various dimensions of social and environmental 
justice.  Anyone can add an event and doing so 
is free for not-for-profit organizing and actions.  
Visit leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more 
information, or to subscribe.

The Island Tides: local news, features and 
commentary with an environmental focus, free to 
islanders, $37.45 per year for off island Canadian 
subscriptions, Box 55, Pender Island, BC, V0N 
2M0, phone 250-629-3660, email islandtides@
gulfislands.com.
                         
The Record: news and views from Canada’s west 
coast, published every other Wednesday in Gold 
River, BC, subscriptions $32.10 per year, Box 
279, Gold River, BC, V0P 1G0, email record@
island.net, website www.island.net/~record.

The Republic: Vancouver-based socialist paper, 
subscriptions,  two issues per month, $25 per 
year; free at local news stands, PO Bo 56072, 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 5E2; email mag pie@lynx.
bc.ca.

Victoria Street Newz: a montly independent 
newspaper focussed on understanding the root 
causes and consequences of poverty.  It’s sold 
by vendors on Victoria’s streets, or by subscrip-
tion.  Archives and more information available at 
relativenewz.ca. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org --A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.counterpunch.org--an American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http//dominionpaper.ca--a Canadian ezine cov-
ering national and international stores that main-
stream sources may not cover. Updated daily.

www.globalproblematique.net/bcpolicyprobe 
-- Run by BC Policy Probe, this website features 
information and research about suh things as 
privatization of BC Hydro.

www.avaaz.org/en/global --Global warming is 
a global threat. By c onfronting it together, we 
can build a more just, tolerant, and vibrant world.

www.indymedia.org -- A collective of independ-
ent media organizations and hundreds of journal-
ists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage 
of events as they happen around the world.

www.informationclearinghouse.info  --World 
news daily--news you won’t find on CNN or 
Foxnews.

http://Newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is a 
good (and bad) news service with a refreshingly 
non-corporate view of the news, from local to 
global stories, with features, opinion, analysis -- all 
for free, including free classified ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria and the Islands. 

mai-not@globalproblematique.net-- Originally 
set up to discuss the implications of the Multi-
lateral Agreement on Investments, this website 
and related email list now discuss world-wide 
developments of concern to left-wing readers.

http://ndp.4webs.ca -- A new NDP list serve and 
bulletin board. Check it out.

www.pacificfreepress.com--with a mission to 
dig out nuggets of truth from the slag-heap of 
lies, ignorance and witless diversion that has 
buried public discourse today. Pacific Free Press 
provides a new venue for disseminating hard 
news and insightful, fact-based analysis of the 
harsh realities too often ignored or distorted by 
the mainstream press.

http://pej.org--PEJ News, a free service, serves 
up daily news, opinion and analysis of peace, 
environment and justice issues. Stay informed 
with web and email stories often days, weeks 
and months ahead of the mainstream media. The 
Peace, Earth & Justice News is produced entirely 
by volunteers and is a probject of the non-profit 
Prometheus Institute based in Victoria, BC.

www.policyalternatives.ca -- The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ web page offers 
research reports, books and opinion pieces done 
on issues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca -- A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progressive voices in Canada.

www.saveourrivers.ca--Site includes new film 
on the Ashlu and Upper Pitt Rivers Hydro projects.   

www.strategicthoughts.ca--You’ll find David 
Schreck’s columns and more here.

www.straightgoods.com -- A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.vancouverislandwaterwatchcoalition.
ca/

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car but still need to drive one sometimes, 
this welbsite may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--website by noted activist 
Mel Hurtig about the corporate threat to Canadian 
sovereignty, includes a whole range of features 
from online polls and petitions to editorials and 
information  updates.

www.wsws.org --The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of majorworld events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialistmovement.

COMMUNITY RADIO
Commercial free commujnity radio, CFUV is 
located at 101.9 FM and 104.3 Cable, or visit 
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca


