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By Diane Walsh
The week of September 20, 2010, 

brought the UN Summit on the promise and 
progress of the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs).

In an unfunded exclusive, this reporter 
attended the tightly secured UN head-
quarters in New York to listen to, meet and 
interview politicians, representatives and ad-
ministrators from around the world on behalf 
of Lower Island News -- a first for LIN.  It’s a 
sign of imagination for the publishers of this 
newspaper to look outside our Vancouver 
Island world. 

At the same time it’s a sign of significant 
progress that the UN welcomes foreign cor-
respondents from all media – without favour 
to the famous and loud – and with respect to 
regional, specialized independents.  

With space provided me, I was present 
at the 8th Secretary-General of the United 
Nations Ban Ki-Moon’s summation remarks, 
confirming the goals of this Millennium Sum-
mit.  I was impressed to hear his specific 

emphasis on gender justice. 
The Secretary General sincerely commit-

ted the UN to make progress to end world 
poverty and conflict, stating explicitly a com-
mitment to women. We know the agenda of 
the United Nations has always been ambi-
tious and the organization often falls short 
in reaching its goals. 

But the UN is first and foremost a reflec-
tion of its member nations. 

This year, there seems to be a seismic 
shift -- a new energy present. 

For one thing, the topic of female genital 
mutilation (FGM) is moving into the main-
stream context of global poverty. 

As I moved from meeting to meeting, 
and journalism scrum to press conference, 
I came to realize that our image of the UN 
is really no mirage.  It is truly a place where 
the nations of the world can represent their 
national interests in a unique public forum. 
Criticism is harsh and positions often bizarre 
and irrationally political. But in the enduring 
words of England’s war-time prime minister, 
“Better Jaw Jaw than War War”.

With this in mind, it struck me that if we 
round up the usual suspects on the “War 
War” side, we find our western world much 
too prominent.

In LIN editions to come I will describe 
some of the meetings I had with senior ad-
ministrators of FGM programs particularly 
active in seeking to eradicate abuse and 
hence improve the circumstances of women 
around the world. Print deadlines for this edi-
tion of LIN don’t permit publishing full reports 
in this edition and LIN proposes to publish 
the second part of the Female Genital Mutila-
tion (FGM) series in the next edition.

What I can say is that I witnessed the 
newly appointed Executive Director and 
Under-Secretary-General of UN Women  
Michelle Bachelet, former president of Chile, 
now speaking as the head of UN Women –- 
unequivocally –- about women’s rights whilst 
stating her promise to address the problem 
of FGM, full-throttle. 

I discovered that although sponsorship 
and support is active, more is needed to step 
up the fight.  More mobilization is now oc-
curring with the aim to better assist afflicted 
women and girls at ground level and also to 

educate public opinion and western leaders 
about the terrible crimes being committed in 
the practice of FGM.  

The practice is far reaching and is creep-
ing, quietly, into western culture. It’s a health 
hazard and an intolerable abuse.

Report from the United Nations Summit

Promise, progress of Millenium Development Goals discussed

UN Secretary General Ban Kim-Moon 
speaks at his first scheduled press con-
ference September 22, 2010, where he 
stated his commitment to the MDGs and 
accepted the long-road ahead toward 
justice for women. 
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as part of British Columbia, is a mini UN, just 
as it is part of the even larger cultural land-
scape. Many creeds, religions and beliefs 
are represented in our population and in our 
Legislative Assemblies and Parliament. Our 
populace will absorb increasing immigration 
in the next decade and, because of that, it is 
critical that we educate our children against 
Traditional Harmful Practices including FGM 
and seize every opportunity to understand 
the legitimate practices and ambitions of the 
nations of the world around us.

The UN, with all its limitations, is deserv-
ing of the continued constructive support of 
Canada and my future reports will, I hope, 
identify where we can be most welcome 
and effective.

The message this reporter took from the 
UN summit experience is this: that now aid 
must be provided to “UN Women” to perform 
the long awaited mission -- to criminalize 
FGM.  On the brink of a resolution against 
FGM, it does seem true that all hands must 
be connected in this endeavour.  

Go to http://www.unwomen.org to lis-
ten to the webcast on Michelle Bachelet’s 
groundbreaking appointment by Secretary 
General Ban Ki-Moon, to head UN Women.               

US President Barack Obama enters UN  
foyer just before making his first public 
UN conference speech in the General 
Assembly September 22, 2010.

In my reports I will 
show how our present 
Canadian government, 
led by Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper, 
has surprised and dis-
appointed the world 
health community, with 
its dangerous and ideo-
logical policies, inflict-
ing avoidable suffering 
on so many people.

As a Canadian re-
porter, discovering that 
Canada’s reputation 
as a progressive and 
civilized nation is under 
threat, is disturbing. My 
reports will describe 
what can be done to 
recover and restore 
Canada’s positive con-
tribution.

Vancouver Island, 

Michelle Bachelet, Executive Director and Under-Secetary 
of UN Women, sits down for her first interview on the job, 
with Nathan King of France 24. 
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By Rex Weyler
Juan de Fuca Strait, Georgia Strait, our 

islands, and beaches are now under threat 
as BC is being turned into the Tar Sands 
oil port. 

In 2007, without any public process, 
Canada and China began shipping Tar 
sands crude oil from Westridge Terminal in 
Burrard Inlet, through Vancouver Harbour. 
Today, two oil tankers per week carry up to 
700,000 barrels of crude oil through these 
waters, past our beaches, homes, and parks, 
through Georgia Strait, around Victoria, and 
down Juan de Fuca. The oil companies have 
plans to expand this capacity to 10 tankers 
per week. 

Since no other environmental groups 
were addressing these actual tankers, a 
group of BC citizens created a coalition 
called “No Tanks!” 

Vancouver accountant Bill Gannon first 
noticed the oil tankers from his office window 
as they passed through Burrard Inlet. He 
investigated and began writing to the federal 
government to find out who was responsible 
for an oil spill in the region. 

“Everybody kept passing the buck,” said 
Gannon. “No one could tell me who would 
be responsible to clean up after a crude oil 
tanker accident. I do risk assessments for 
clients all the time. I began to realize that no 
one appeared to be doing a risk assessment 
for the cost of an oil spill disaster in our bays 
and harbours.”

When fisherman Ron Fowler – director 
of Area F Trollers Association – heard about 
the tankers, he began alerting the BC fishing 
fleet. “I’ve been fishing in BC since 1973,” 
said Fowler, “and I know practically every 

Georgia Strait threatened by oil tankers

A 700,000-barrel Aframax tanker going under Second Narrows railway bridge.
    Please turn to Georgia Strait on page 2
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inch of this coastline. If we get an oil spill 
anywhere in these waters, it would wipe 
out every fishery we have, the shellfish, 
the salmon, the herring, not to mention the 
plankton that they feed on. An oil spill would 
move with the wind and tides and would 
devastate the intertidal zones.”

Fowler is a representative on the Pacific 
Salmon Commission and is concerned that 
an oil spill in the region would devastate 
our fishing industry as the BP oil spill did in 
Louisiana. “A spill even a fraction the size 
of the BP spill would be a catastrophe on 
BC’s coast. If the oil lobby gets its way, and 
continues with its plan to run crude oil tank-
ers through Vancouver, then it becomes a 
question of when, not if. I have no faith in oil 
company promises that they are prepared 
to deal with the inevitable spill. History has 
shown such assurances are frivolous at 
best. More likely, they are pure lies.”

Gannon, Fowler, and their supporters 
formed “No Tanks!” to address these real, 
actual oil tankers that are now using BC 
waters. The group is now supported by 
the Wilderness Committee, Greenpeace, 
Salmon Are Sacred, the business organiza-
tion Vancouver Board of Change, and other 
groups. On October 17, they will stage a 
rally and flotilla at English Bay Beach in 
Vancouver. 

“We do not want to be the Tar Sands Oil 
Port. No Tanks!” said Wilderness Committee 
campaign director Ben West. “Our October 
17 flotilla will be joined by fishermen, com-
mercial boats, kayaks, and yachts. We’ll 
have music on the beach. We are inviting 
boaters from the islands to join us.”

“It Can’t Happen Here”
In response to the No Tanks movement 

that exposed the oil tankers, the Vancouver 
City Council convened an inquiry and invited 
Vancouver shipping experts to testify about 
the safety of crude oil tankers in Vancouver 
Harbour. 

“Unfortunately,” reported Gannon, “the 
City Council heard misinformation regarding 
the safety record of double hull tankers, the 
frequency of oil spills, and the destination 
of the crude oil. These so-called experts 
got too many things wrong. This makes me 
nervous. Are these people lying or are they 
incompetent?” 

Captain Stephen Brown of the BC 
Chamber of Shipping told Vancouver City 
Council, “We have yet to have a pollution 
incident from a double hull tanker.” Captain 
Brown got his facts wrong. 

At least two double-hull tanker oil spills 
have occurred this year. On January 23, 

2010, in Port Arthur, Texas, a barge struck 
the double-hulled tanker Eagle Otome, spill-
ing 11,000 barrels of oil, closing the Port 
Arthur commercial waterway. 

In May 2010, the double hull tanker 
Bunga Kelana 3 collided with a freighter in 
the Singapore Strait, spilling 36,000 barrels 
of crude oil into the harbour. 

“Shipping disasters, the primary cause 
of oil spills are not uncommon,” Stuart 
Hampton writes in the UK Hoovers business 
news, “despite the push to build double-
hulled oil tankers.”

Chris Badger, chief operating officer of 
Port Metro Vancouver, told the City Council, 
“All crude oil exports through Port Metro 
Vancouver since 2004 have been for US 
customers.” 

Gannon provided Badger with evidence 
that tankers from Burrard Inlet carried oil 
to China. On August 4, Badger responded 
by letter, writing, “I stand corrected in my 
statement. In 2007 over 470,000 metric 
tonnes of crude oil were shipped to China 
from Vancouver.” 

According to announcements by Kinder-
Morgan, the pipeline company, their pipeline 
expansion to feed tanker traffic was directly 
linked to tar sands expansion. According to 
Statistics Canada, China, a major investor 
in the tar sands, was instrumental in starting 
oil shipments from Vancouver.

Tight squeeze through Second Narrows
North Vancouver oceanographer Pe-

ter Baker points out that Port Metro has 
changed its rules to allow larger tankers, 
carrying 700,000 barrels of oil, to travel 
through Second Narrows with less that 
1.5 metre clearance between ocean floor 
and ship’s keel. The clearance is so tight, 
that the tankers can only operate at certain 
high tides.

“One has to question the wisdom,” says 
Baker, “of allowing a major crude-oil terminal 
to evolve inside a busy harbour and beyond 
the Second Narrows, in an extremely narrow 
and shallow tidal passage.”  

To avoid grounding, the tankers must 
remain in mid-channel through the bend-
ing passage, only 30 seconds away from 
grounding on the shallows. Once grounded 
in an ebbing tide, a tanker could easily break 
apart under its own weight. 

In October 1979, the freighter Japan 
Erica crashed into the Second Narrows CN 
rail bridge, shutting down North Shore bulk 
terminals for three months. 

No Tanks and the Wilderness Committee 
estimate that the financial damage from a 
large spill in this region would be $10-50 

billion, devastating our fishing, tourism, 
shipping, convention business, seaside 
communities, and our region’s reputation 
as a “green” city.

Following the BP oil spill, tourism de-
clined by 35 percent in some Gulf regions. 
Oxford Economics estimated that the 
region’s tourism industry could lose up to 
$22 billion over three years. Economist 
Sean Snaith, from the Institute for Economic 
Competitiveness in Florida estimates that 
Florida alone could lose $11 billion in busi-
ness activity job losses.  

“We’re risking our marine environment 
and coastal economy to feed dirty tar sands 

Georgia Strait threatened by oil tankers, continued from page 1

oil to China,” said West. “We take the risk, 
the oil companies and Kinder Morgan make 
the profits.”

A Day for the Bay
On the afternoon of October 17, fisher-

men, commercial boats, and pleasure boats 
will rally at English Bay to let the oil compa-
nies and government know that Vancouver 
does not want to be the tar sands oil port. 
There will be music and celebration for our 
rich marine environment. For information, 
visit the No Tanks website, www.notanks.
org or email info@notanks.org.

Oil spill in South Korea, December, 2007: South Korean civilians, fishermen, coast 
guard, and soldiers failed to stop crude oil leaking from the oil tanker Hebei Spirit, 
damaged by a wayward barge, from devastating the beaches and coastline of Mal-
lipo Harbour in South Korea.

 A new study by the Carnegie Community Action Project (CCAP) says that seniors on 
basic pensions and people on welfare can only afford 12% of the privately owned SRO 
hotel rooms in the Downtown Eastside (down from 29% last year). 

Called Pushed Out, escalating rents in the Downtown Eastside, CCAP’s third annual 
hotel report says high rents in privately owned hotels are pushing out low-income people 
and could be responsible for an increase in homelessness and for a lot of street vending 
and survival so-called “crimes”.

 The report is based on a survey of 90 privately owned and run hotels by CCAP staff 
and volunteers who got information from hotels with 93% of the privately owned rooms in 
the Downtown Eastside.

 “Gentrification is pushing up rents in the cheapest accommodation in Vancouver,” 
said CCAP organizer and report co-author Wendy Pedersen.  “The number of hotel rooms 
where the lowest rent is $500 a month or more shot up over 200% from 272 rooms last 
year to 634 rooms this year.  And more than half of all the privately owned rooms rent for 
over $425 a month, $50 more than a person on welfare, disability, or senior can afford.”

 Newly opened provincially owned hotels plus new low-income housing at Woodwards 
doesn’t make up for the number of units lost from closure and high rents.

 While some new social housing units should be opening in the next three years, “At 
the current rate it will take the city 42 years to implement their policy of replacing the SRO 
hotel rooms with self contained social housing,” said Pedersen.  “But absolutely nothing is 
planned for after 2013 so it could take much longer.”

 CCAP calls on the city to buy and set aside five lots a year in the DTES for social hous-
ing.  CCAP joins with numerous other groups calling for a federal provincial social housing 
program that builds 20,000 units of housing a year across Canada.

 Other findings of the report include:
•	 The number of hotels that rent all their rooms for $375 or less fell from 19 hotels 

with 777 rooms in 2009 to 12 hotels with 362 rooms in 2010, a loss of seven 
hotels with 415 rooms;

•	 The lowest rent in over half (56%) of the hotels that CCAP got rent information 
from is $425 a month or more.  In other words, 28 hotels with 1689 rooms rent 
at $425 or more;

•	 Rents in 17 of these 28 hotels with 1159 rooms start at $450 or more;
•	 Between 2009 and 2010 the number of hotels where the lowest rent is $500 or more 

increased by over 200% from 3 hotels with 272 rooms to 11 hotels with 634 rooms
•	 There were only two vacancies in hotels with rents at or under $375.  Last year 

there were four;
•	 Fifteen hotels charging higher rents had vacancies;
•	 Two hotels with 67 rooms have closed since CCAP’s 2009 report.  These are the 

Argyle (43 rooms) and Lucky Rooms (24 rooms).
•	 Two SROs re-opened this year, the Persepolis (27 rooms) at $400 a month and 

Pender Place (23 units) at $600 to $700 a month;
 See the full report at: www.ccapvancouver.wordpress.com

Pushed out of the Downtown 
Eastside by high rents

Volunteer urgently needed to join the LIN team
 

If you enjoy talking to people as you move around town, 
we need you to visit potential and current advertisers.

If interested, or for further details,
  please contact editor Dale Young 

by phone at 250-384-7621 or by email to dale_young@telus.net
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Victoria City Council By-election 
November 20, 2010

Friends,

On November 20th, you have a chance to add a new voice to Victoria 
City Council. 

I believe people want a Council that will take action on homelessness. 
They want a Council that works with other governments to improve our 
infrastructure and transportation, and a Council that fosters a healthy 
economy and healthy living. 

Those are my priorities. That’s why I’m running for City Council.  

I’m a small business owner, facilitator, community activist and a 
volunteer with the Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness. 
My family and I have lived in Victoria for over 20 years. In those 
years I have met and worked with many of you to ensure that all 
voices are heard by decision makers — the voices of families, workers, 
entrepreneurs, artists, people with disabilities, children, people living in 
poverty, sex trade workers, seniors and others. 

With your support, I will work to open up Victoria City Hall to greater 
public involvement in decision making. I will listen, consider diverse 
perspectives, balance competing interests – then act with purpose to solve 
problems and create solutions that work for everyone.

Having your say starts with casting your vote. If you are a Victoria 
resident, I ask for your vote on November 20th.

Sincerely, 

Marianne Alto

P.S. You can follow the campaign, share ideas or help by visiting: 
www.MarianneAlto.ca 
http://www.facebook.com/Marianne.Alto 
http://twitter.com/MarianneAlto
candidate@mariannealto.ca

To register to vote, or to 
find out if you are eligible 
to vote in the Victoria City 
Council by-election call: 

Legislative Services
250-361-0571 

Voting hours: 8AM-8PM

By Tria Donaldson
The first time I went to the Peace River 

Valley I fell in love with it. The landscape was 
blanketed with gently rolling hills, covered in 
old growth boreal forests, and backdropped 
by majestic Rocky Mountains. A gentle 
flowing river dotted with sheltered islands, 
sloped up into farmland bordered by more 
mountains.  

This breathtaking valley is slated for 
flooding and will be destroyed if the Site C 
Dam is built. The mega dam would flood 

over 100 kilometres of the valley,  destroying 
old growth forests and valuable agricultural 
land, along with First Nations history and 
local livelihoods. This is the price of gen-
erating power destined for California’s air 
conditioners. 

The opposition to this project is im-
mense. For over 30 years, residents of the 
Peace have fought this project and now 
need our help. On Sunday, September 19, 
the Wilderness Committee, Sierra Club BC, 
Peace Valley Environment Association and 
members of the Treaty 8 First Nations took 
the fight to the lawns of the legislature to 
send a strong message to Campbell: say 
no to the Site C Dam. 

Early that morning a heavy rain was fall-
ing. This did not deter the excited group of 
Peace River Valley residents, First Nations’ 
leaders, and supporters from taking to the 
water. In dragon boats, traditional cedar 
dugout canoes, and kayaks, they paddled 
down the Gorge Waterway into the inner 
harbour, the shadow of the Legislature. 
Together they lifted one of the cedar dugout 
canoes in the symbolic gesture of carrying 
it up to the Legislature lawns.

The paddlers were joined by 600 plus 
supporters who crowded the lawn to stand 

As Treaty 8 Tribal Chief Liz Logan says, 
“The entire Site C consultation process 
between BC Hydro, the BC government 
and stakeholders, has been based around 
the assumption that the construction of the 
dam is already a foregone conclusion. Input 
from First Nations, landowners and com-
munity members has not been taken into 
account through the consultation process. 
With their absence [here today], the BC 
government’s silence has spoken volumes. 
But we will not be ignored.”

in solidarity with the Treaty 8 First Nations 
and residents of the Peace River Valley to 
say no to Site C. Seventy-five First Nations 
leaders and elders, ranchers, and farmers 
made the 795 mile journey from Fort St John 
to send a message to Premier Campbell in 
person. Treaty 8 leaders carried three cop-
ies of a joint declaration, wrapped in sacred 
birch bark from the banks of the Peace 
River, to the steps of the Legislature. This 
declaration was signed by 23 First Nations 
from across BC, Alberta and the Northwest 
Territories, and is a firm statement against 
the project vowing to fight it through any and 
all legal means.

Leaders of all major provincial political 
parties were invited to attend the rally and 
receive a copy of the declaration firsthand. 
Representatives from the New Democrat 
Party and the Green Party were present; 
however, Liberal Party representation was 
noticeably absent.

Peace River residents and First Nations say no to Site C Dam

The first paddlers arrive in the Inner Harbour in traditional cedar dugout canoes.
         Heather Tufts photos

Liz Logan from Treaty 8 reads the dec-
laration of opposion to the Site C Dam, 
signed by 23 First Nations.

Premier Campbell may not have been there 
to listen September 19, but we are committed 
to making him hear. 

The Peace River Valley’s incredible agri-
cultural land, wildlife corridors and old growth 
forests should not be flooded in the name of 
electricity that British Columbians do not need. 

Please stand with the Treaty 8 First Nations 
and the Peace Valley Environment Association 
and help us win this fight. Visit www.wilderness-
committee.org to learn more and to take action!

Tria Donaldson is Pacific Coast campaigner for 
the Wilderness Committee.

Elders from the Treaty 8 group sing a prayer song to honour the land and its people.

NDP MLA John Horgan promises to 
deliver the delaration to the legisla-
ture.
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As others see it

By Tim Pheotist
The new leader of Britain’s Labour party 

is Edward Samuel Miliband.
Beyond a trivia question, why should we 

care, here in Canada? We share a monarch 
and head of state, much to the annoyance of 
many, but otherwise what’s the importance 
of a new leader for Britain’s opposition 
party – voted out of office recently after 
three terms in government, and with its tail 
between its legs.

Britain will be governed by a Tory coali-
tion of Conservatives and LibDem MPs for 
at least the next four years.

Labour, under Tony Blair’s successor, 
Gordon Brown, lost the most recent gen-
eral election. Brown resigned as leader. 
The Tories also lost the election. The 2010 
result demonstrated just how unhappy the 
voters were with the policies of both major 
parties, electing to confirm neither Labour 
nor Conservatives as fit for government.

The current UK Conservative prime 
minister, David Cameron, owes his job to 
persuading the Liberal-Democrat party to 
join in a coalition government – the only way 
in which he could command a majority vote 
in Parliament.

Just as Stephen Harper and his party 
have never persuaded the Canadian people 
to give him a parliamentary majority, Britain 
also endures the misery of an extreme 
capitalist/free market minority government.

But, of course, both Harper and Cam-
eron behave as if they truly represent the 
interests of the majority, bearing the only 
map out of the economic jungle. The instruc-
tions of that map, of course, require clear 
cutting those members of the electorate 
who seem to represent no purpose other 
than to live and breathe. Those citizens 
not definable as contributors to the banks 
of today’s billionaires – mostly the workers 
of today and their families – yes, often the 
readers of Lower Island News! 

Back to Ed Miliband, the significance of 
his election, and why we should be cheering 
in Canada.

Miliband was elected with the hard 
work, dynamic and principles of the UK 
trade union movement. He’s a leader who 
recognizes that the economy of a country is 
there to serve the people. That the people 
are not there to serve an economy of the 
rich and privileged.

Ed Miliband’s election to the leadership 
of the UK Labour Party, the historic party 
that introduced the social benefits that we 
all take for granted – national health service, 

old age pensions, state education based 
on merit and need, etc. is a phenomenal 
achievement given the power and propa-
ganda that is directed from corporate capital 
at the general population via an ever more 
powerful and biased media.

Ed’s brother David, Britain’s most recent 
foreign secretary and long time favourite to 
become party leader, seemed destined for 
the job. He represented the middle of the 
road, Blairite policies that have enabled 
today’s oppressive economic crimes. 

Those are the crimes that tell us that the 
sky will fall if we don’t cut social programs 
and kick the young and the sick to the curb. 
Those are the crimes that foreclose homes 
– that put people on the streets – that profit 
from their illnesses – that fragment their 
families.

David nearly won but Ed won the heart 
of the union vote. Quoting from the Guard-
ian’s report of his first interview as leader 
at the 2010 Labour Party conference in 
Manchester, “He promised to address the 
‘big injustices’ facing the middle classes, 
and signalled his intention to judge the 
government’s spending cuts ‘on merit’, in 
a wide-ranging interview in which he also 
underlined his older brother’s ‘extraordi-
nary generosity’ towards him after David’s 
defeat.”

Your writer would encourage LIN readers 
to research the roots of Ed Miliband’s victory 
and for BC trade unionists to redouble ef-
forts to challenge our existing provincial and 
national governments. If for no other reason, 
read about the Miliband family simply for the 
drama – for its Shakespearean potential. 
This is the stuff of great theatre! Read about 
the father, Ralph Miliband. Read about the 
most recent British cabinet – where both Da-
vid and Ed held cabinet posts. It’s great stuff.

The Labour Party result in the UK is a di-
rect result of trade union effort – the power of 
workers combining to overcome the power 
of today’s monolithic capital groupings.

While Ed Miliband will be portrayed as 
simply a creature of the disruptive left, he’s 
clear that he intends to lead a party that 
represents all of the people – the young, the 
sick, the vulnerable, as well as the workers 
and trade unionists. 

So Britain has an enlightened leader in 
waiting. What can we do in BC and Canada 
to match this?

A start – get out the union vote – even in 
Britain it can make the difference. It certainly 
can in Canada.

Workers bite back
Extraordinary news from the UK

Tolerance  has been in short supply recently and it has not been a good thing 
to be Tamil, Muslim, Russian, elderly, sick or female -- to name but a few.  All 
have had more than their fair share of intolerant remarks or social marginaliza-
tion. and the arrival of another shipload of Tamil refugees in Canada was the 
lightning rod for  both intolerance, and yet some very Canadian compassion.  In 
letters to newspapers the compassionate writers had a grasp of the big picture 
and historic parallels, whereas the “send them back” writers seemed to have 
little understanding of the wider issues.

There is a worldwide problem of human trafficking, accompanied in the wealthy 
countries by the slamming of doors against the ever-growing tide of desperate 
poverty-stricken immigrants.  Long gone are the days of “send me your huddled 
masses yearning to be free”.  We should not be surprised at this -- we are, after 
all, talking about human beings.  Some in the destination countries display the 
normal prejudice against those whom they perceive as coming to take advan-
tage of them, while the incomers are just looking for a better life, to which they 
believe their humanity entitles them.

The problem will not go away while the world’s population keeps on increasing, 
with no end in sight -- while the gap between rich and poor continues to widen.  
We had better get used to more boatloads of refugees, just as is happening 
in Europe.  Somehow the “international community” has got to solve the root 
causes of the problem.

Intemperate letters headed “send them back”, tell the world that we have forgot-
ten our history and lost our tolerance.  Suppose Canada had sent back the Irish 
immigrants fleeing the potato famine, who lay sick or dying in Quebec’s Grosse-
Île quarantine station after a horrific voyage in appalling conditions?   Although 
the world’s refugee problem has got to be handled in a better way than traffick-
ers dumping them in Victoria by the boatload, it is time to bury intolerance in 
Canada once and for all.  This is not the first time that intolerance and mean-
spiritedness have trumped compassion in Canada.  Have we forgotten the “St. 
Louis” in 1939, when our government refused entry to 900 desperate European 
Jews, sending them back to almost certain death in concentration camps.  Yet 
history shows that thousands of ordinary Canadian gave hope and a new life to 
Vietnamese “boat people” in circumstances not dissimilar to those of the Tamils.

Unfortunately, our government is more focused on striking poses and using 
ideologically charged language than on real solutions to problems.  Instead 
of leading international efforts to confront human trafficking, Vic Toewes, the 
Public Safety Minister, repeatedly referred to the issue as “people smuggling”!  
Refugees are not being smuggled in secretly in the dead of night -- they are 
being openly trafficked with their movements known weeks in advance.  Yes, it 
is a problem, but let us stop raining intolerant abuse on people doing what they 
have done for thousands of years -- moving somewhere else to seek a better 
life.  Instead reserve the hard talk for politicians, national and international, who 
fail to face the root cause of the world’s problems head-on.

Even nuclear-armed Russia, our Arctic neighbour, is not spared the intemperate 
rhetoric.  Prime Minister Stephen Harper and Foreign Affairs Minister Lawrence 
Cannon seem to go out of their way to target Russia.  When Harper visited the 
Arctic recently, CBC news reported excitedly that there had been a “tense time 
in the skies near the Canadian Arctic”.  It turned out that two venerable TU-95 
Russian turbo-prop bombers (introduced into service 45 years ago), exercising 
in international Arctic airspace had been detected by the NORAD air defence 
system and two CF-18 fighters were “scrambled to intercept them”.  “Thanks to 
the rapid response of the Canadian Forces,” said Dimitri Soudas of the PMO, 
“at no time did the Russian aircraft enter sovereign Canadian Airspace.”  All 
very exciting but, in fact, those elderly Russian aircraft, were most likely recon-
naissance aircraft with no intention of entering Canadian airspace.  During and 
since the Cold War, Russian aircraft have flown close to NATO countries, trig-
gering intercepts and NATO aircraft have carried out similar manoeuvres.   This 
enables each side to gather electronic intelligence about each other and is all 
very routine.

Meanwhile, during his visit to Russia, Foreign Minister Cannon stridently 
informed Prime Minister Putin and his government that (in the Arctic) Canada 
“will defend the territory” -- as if they didn’t already know!  However, while our 
government spends $16 billion on replacing our present twin-engined fighters 
with single-engined F-35’s, the Russians are busy building massive icebreakers 
and floating nuclear power stations.

Muslims also took some heat -- literally -- as a rabid Florida evangelist threat-
ened to burn Qur’ans and western donors dragged their heels in pledging aid to 
the millions of victims of the Pakistan floods -- in stark contrast to the ease with 
which massive aid was raised after the Haitian earthquake.

This is not to say Russians, Muslims, Tamils and others, always get it right.  
They don’t - they often get it wrong, just like everyone else.  But we and our 
politicians must see the big picture and stop blaming problems on the wrong 
people or posturing for ideological purposes.  The problems facing the world 
are staggering in scope and getting worse, requiring every bit of positive energy 
and tolerance that we can muster.  

Despite this, it was announced recently that a new $60 billion US/Saudi arms 
deal is close to fruition, intended it is said, to enable the Saudi’s to counter the 
“threat’ from Iran.  With the Middle East already the most volatile region on 
earth, pouring another $60 billion in armaments into the region could be like 
pouring gasoline onto a blazing oil well.      -- DJO

Our view:

“Once lead this people into war and they will forget 
there ever was such a thing as tolerance.”   
   --Woodrow Wilson, 28th President of the USA
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Friends of the Lower Island News
A big thank you to those who have donated over the past two months. We appreci-
ate every donation, but were particularly surprised and grateful to receive a $400 
anonymous donation in September, which helped enormously with our finances.

Donors during the past two months include:
  Anonymous (Victoria)   $  400
  Tom Harkins   $    20
  Red Hens (two meetings)  $    20
         
Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indi-
cate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortuately we can’t give tax receipts.  

And thank you again! 

   --Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

OUR READERS WRITE

For more letters, please turn to page 6

I am deeply troubled by the failure of 
many in the media and in political life to 
distinguish between anti-Semitic comments 
and legitimate criticism of the policies of the 
current government of Israel.  We are, as a 
society, moving to a place where gag orders 
will ensue for anyone found critical of the 
actions of Israel. 

The attack on the Turkish vessel, the 
Mavi Marmara, and the killing of nine pro-
Palestinian activists on May 31 brought into 
clear focus what all Canadians should know.  
The Harper government has become the 
most pro-Israel of any government on earth.  
The day of the attack, Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was a guest of the govern-
ment of Canada, on a state visit.  Of all the 
governments in the world, Canada did the 
most to avoid direct criticism of Israel. The 
visit of the Israeli prime minister to Parlia-
ment Hill was, apparently, unmarred by the 
fact that at that moment, three Canadians 
citizens, including Kevin Neish of Victoria, 
were in Israeli government custody while 
their families still had no confirmation of 
their well-being.

Even the US, usually holding the title of 
Israel’s best friend, expressed regret and 
called for an inquiry, albeit an internal Israeli 
investigation.   While shaking hands with the 
prime minister of Israel, our prime minister 
said nothing of the tragedy.  

The Green Party made a public state-
ment deploring the use of violence and 
repeating our call for a comprehensive 
economic stabilization plan and internation-
ally monitored buffer zone around the Gaza 
Strip.  While there is a need for an investi-
gation of the attack on the pro-Gaza flotilla, 
certain facts are not in dispute.  The Israeli 
government forces attacked in international 
waters.  That alone violates international 
law.  The fact that nine people were killed 
creates the spectre of a far worse crime.

The Harper government has also man-
aged to manipulate its support for the State 
of Israel with attacks on others for anti-
Semiticism.  The church-based NGO Kairos 
lost its funding over such a charge.  It was at 
the heart of the interference with Rights and 
Democracy. I have been at the receiving end 
of this sort of nasty attack, when the prime 
minister, distorting my comments out of 
recognition, alleged in the House that I had 
trivialized the Holocaust.  My “crime” was 
quoting George Monbiot who, in the context 
of the climate crisis, had compared former 
US President Bush, Australia’s Howard and 
Stephen Harper to Neville Chamberlain.   I 
got fairly bruised in the spin cycle of the 
Harper war room.  

Meanwhile, the Green Party stands firm 
calling for a balanced policy favouring a two-
state solution in the Middle East -- closer to 
the kind of policy Canada once advocated. 
We insist on the right of Israel to exist and 
condemned the Hezbollah rockets into Is-
rael, as we condemned the excessive force 
in Israel’s bombing of Lebanon.  We oppose 
anti-Semiticism with the same vigour we 
oppose racism, sexism and other forms 
of hatred. Recently, the Supreme Court of 
British Columbia found in our favour, when 
the party and I were sued by an aggrieved 
former candidate who objected to being 
rejected, and to having his words described 
in our press release as “anti-Semitic com-
ments”. The comments, describing 9-11 as 

I am thrilled that our Saanich Council has 
joined Victoria, and other BC municipalities 
in unanimously voting to call on both the 
provincial and federal governments to place 
a ban on coastal drilling and any increase 
in oil tanker traffic in BC waters.

 Stephen Harper and Gordon Campbell 
need to listen to our coastal communities.  
Coastal drilling and oil tanker traffic will 
sooner or later lead to the kind of spills we 
have seen in Alaska and the Gulf of Mexico, 
to name just two. 

When there is a spill it will spread far 
beyond its initial impact point. Communities 
all up and down Vancouver Island, includ-
ing the Gulf and Discovery Islands, will be 
adversely impacted. 

Victoria Grandmothers for Africa would 
like to boast a bit about the past summer and 
what we have coming up. Thanks to all who 
have helped us along the way. 

We attended six summer community 
markets and sold many of our products 
made by our members. 

The education committee did a won-
derful job of informing the public about the 
Private Member’s Bill now before a parlia-
mentary committee and encouraging people 
to sign postcards to committee members. 
This Bill C393 will ensure that Canada lives 
up to a decade-old promise to supply Sub 
Saharan Africa with generic anti-retro viral 
drugs.

In June Victoria grandmothers and 
friends took part in a National Walk. Total 
of walks across the country added up to 
enough kilometres to cross Canada once 
and get half way back again, and ensured 
a great donation to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation.

Our cycling grandmothers again outdid 
themselves, cycling from Campbell River to 
Victoria in less than three days. It appears 
they may beat last year’s total of $45,000 
raised. Canadians can’t conceive how much 
that amount of money means to the grand-
mothers in Africa, who are striving to set up 
small businesses to fund food, clothes and 
education for the orphaned grandchildren 
they are responsible for.

A few months ago I attended an Islands 
Trust meeting on Saturna Island, hoping to 
learn more about the monthly visits from 
CSL ships bearing gypsum to Plumper 
Sound.

I did not learn anything new on this 
particular issue there, but did make contact 
with two gentlemen from the Pacific Pilot-
age Authority, one of whom eventually told 
me he could not find out anything for me 
on the subject of which agency agreed to 
this unloading happening in the first place. 

Thirty years or so ago these ships 
started using Plumper Sound to unload their 
cargo of Mexican gypsum on to barges, 
causing fairly extensive dust clouds which 
naturally affected the islands, particularly 
Saturna,  and any residents of mother earth 
which happened to live there. Trees, insects, 
rabbits, deer, dogs, cats,  flowers and of 
course humans were all effectively dusted 
once a month whether they wished to be 
or not.  Rain and wind “cleaned” the area 
somewhat, I suppose; however I bet it left 
a grimy grey mess.

 Two years ago I first became aware of 
this at the pre-election town hall meeting on 
Saturna Island and was frankly appalled that 
Gary Lunn was passing it off as if it did not 
matter.  Of course, to both he and his only 
boss Stephen (I make the rules) Harper, it 
does not matter what happens to the island-
ers but it does matter what happens to the 
corporation which owns the ships.  Funny 
that, as I thought his “boss” was the mem-
bers of his constituency

 In response to a letter from the Islands 
Trust, John Baird, then the Minister of Trans-
port, did not in any way refer to the unloading 

involving the “shoddily built Jewish world 
bank headquarters(sic)” were not borderline.  
The hatred unleashed against a people in 
the Holocaust, fuelled by paranoia about 
Jewish control of banks and banking, is well 
known.   There is a difference between anti-
Semiticism and fair and reasonable criticism 
of Israeli policy.

So, too is there an effort to conflate 
criticism of Israel with denying the right of 
the State of Israel to exist.  I have relatives 
in Israel and I completely understand the 
sense of insecurity that comes from being 
surrounded by the Arab world, with at least 
some leaders still claiming your homeland 
has no right to exist. However, maintaining 
as an inviolate principle the right of Israel to 
exist is not the same as giving its govern-
ment carte blanche to trample on human 
rights and the peace process. Ten thousand 
Israeli citizens rallied to condemn the attack 
on the Gaza flotilla, and it was denounced 
by NGOs in Israel, such as the human rights 
group, B’Tselem.

The sense that criticism of Israel is not 
permitted in Canada has been growing, but 
what prompted me to write this column is 
the recent attack on NDP MP Libby Davies.  
Libby is a valiant defender of the rights of 
the homeless and the poor. Recently, she 
was caught on tape in what was an offhand 
answer stating that occupation began in 
1948.  Once her comments were placed 
on YouTube, the denunciations were swift.  
Harper called for her resignation, and even 
within her own party she faced pressure.  
She wrote to the Ottawa Citizen to apolo-
gize:  “My reference to the year 1948 as the 
beginning of the Israeli occupation of Pales-
tinian territory was a serious and completely 
inadvertent error.”  On the other hand, there 
is a difference between occupation and il-
legal occupation.  In 1492, many would say 
that 500 years of occupation of the Americas 
began.  That does not translate to denying 
the right of any nations’ existence.  The term 
“occupation” in the Middle East context is 
generally confined to additional, non-UN 
agreement occupation as it began in 1967.  

Keeping a clear head about these issues 
is critical.  A climate of fear and oppression 
within Canada stifles free speech.  These 
dangerous trends need to be named, and 
challenged.  

   Elizabeth May
          Sidney, BC

Elizabeth May is leader of the Green Party of 
Canada and a candidate in Saanich Gulf Islands. 
This letter first appeared in the Island Tides, and 
is reprinted with permission of the author.

 Please contact Stephen Harper’s Con-
servative MPs and ask them to support the 
NDP’s Bill C-502, calling for the prohibition 
of oil tankers in our treacherous northern 
BC waters.  I also urge the people of Van-
couver Island to contact Gordon Campbell’s 
MLAs and tell them to say no to the Enridge 
pipeline proposal.    

 I am grateful that at least our municipal 
governments are listening to the people that 
they serve. My hope is that with enough 
voices, we will be heard at the provincial 
and federal level as well.

   Edith Loring-Kuhanga
              Saanich

Edith Loring-Kuhanga is the NDP candidate in the 
federal riding of Saanich-Gulf  Islands.

Tell prime minister and premier to say no 
to coastal oil drilling and oil tankers

Israel, Gaza, anti-Semiticism and 
common sense: sorting it out

On October 23, VG4A are hosting a 
Tea at St Aidan’s Church. We will be selling 
beautiful ceramic Kazuri jewelry, made at a 
Fair Trade factory in Kenya. 

On November 10, Victoria will be the 
last stop of the AfricCaravan. Teams of 
grandmothers and granddaughters from 
Africa will be crossing the country under 
the auspices of the Stephen Lewis Founda-
tion. They will be meeting and speaking to 
students and the public in cities across the 
country. Look for notices and try to attend. 
(All travel between the African countries and 
Canada is done on air miles donated by the 
generous public.)

On March 12, 2011, the Victoria Grand-
mothers for Africa, in partnership with the 
Glacier Grannies of the Comox Valley, are 
holding a gala dinner and auction in the Vic-
toria Convention Centre. Fifty-three textile 
art quilt pieces will be sold with all proceeds 
going to the Stephen Lewis Foundation.

We will be welcoming Stephen Lewis as 
guest speaker.

Again thanks to all of you who help us 
with your generous donations. The Stephen 
Lewis Foundation feels that “the tide is be-
ginning to turn”, not only in the fight against 
the HIVAIDS epidemic, but in the improve-
ment to living conditions for many African 
grandmothers and their children.

           Elizabeth Rutherford
            Victoria, BC 

of gypsum in Plumper Sound (even though it 
was #1 on the list of questions), and it would 
appear that the only reason for the new 
experiment with elongated chutes is as a 
result of Islands Trust’s efforts in contacting 
the shipping company directly. Well done.  

 I will be very interested to read in your 
paper how this chute works.

 However the larger question which I 
have asked everyone, including the Minister 
of Transport who has yet to reply to any let-
ter I have sent, is why was this designated 
anchorage for weather protection or port 
availability turned into an industrial unload-
ing zone in the first place.

 The Island RCMP told me that it is not 
illegal, indeed it can be practical, to unload at 
sea rather than in port, and that no laws are 
being broken.  Thus for them it is illegal to 
operate a 20-foot boat with a motor without 
a licence, but legal to unload a shipload of 
gypsum in a designated anchorage area.  

I was also told that as gypsum is natu-
rally occurring, it is safe, so does not cause 
any environmental hazard! 

I wonder if that same argument will 
hold true in the Canadian Arctic concerning 
naturally occurring oil when we have a BP 
spill up there (and we all know there will be, 
as we have no environmental protection or 
regulatory agency anymore in Canada), 
or concerning uranium or asbestos being 
mined in central and northern Canada.  

 Perhaps Ms. May can bend her atten-
tion to this matter in her riding and let us 
know what the Green Party and she will do 
about this, if anything.

    Jeremy Arney
        Victoria, BC
 

Victoria Grandmother for Africa tells of 
successes achieved during summer

I think it is time for Gordon Campbell to 
step down. You should see how people talk 
about him in the street these days.. 

He is full of lies and I have never seen 
any politician that is hated as much as him

 I’m outraged..  TIME TO GO Gordon 
     Malak H. Aziz
        Victoria, BC

Why has Plumper Sound been turned into 
an industrial unloading zone?

Outraged writer 
says it’s time to go
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Bill Hartley
Insurance 

Services Ltd.
• All types of insurance •

Auto, Home, Business, Boat, Life, Mortgage Cancellation 
& Financial Planning

Office: 250-388-5014   FAX: 250-388-4277
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 (at Douglas and Bay)
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Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at

olsendj@shaw.ca

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

 from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and 
college/university essay writing. 

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca

The federal Conservative government 
took much heat this summer for its decision 
to scrap the mandatory long-form census, 
and replace it with a voluntary survey. Hith-
erto, 20 percent of the adult population was 
required to complete the long-form. 

Statisticians agree, starting with Sta-
tistics Canada head Munir A. Sheikh who 
resigned on July 21 in protest, that a volun-
tary survey will result in less reliable data 
collection because it is less likely to be filled 
out by poor Canadians, immigrants and 
Aboriginal peoples.

And that suits the Tories just fine. If 
people are unaware of the extent of poverty, 
they may be less concerned about policies 
that fail to address the problem, or that 
make it worse.

The census “reform” has nothing to do 
with “protecting privacy”, contrary to what 
Industry Minister Tony Clement claims. It 
has everything to do with implementing the 

What those who control and dictate to 
our governments fear the most is that We 
the People, who make up over 95% of vot-
ers, start block-voting in our self-interests as 
has taken place in South America.

 The power of numbers is demonstrated 
in the many South American countries 
where the neglected and abused aboriginals 
have united and used their numbers to take 
over governments in Venezuela, Bolivia and 
Ecuador. 

 An effective NDP could mobilize and 
unite We the People.   Thus, those who ben-
efit from controlling our governments ensure 
that the NDP is ineffective so that they can-
not unite us around our self-interests.   Due 
to internal squabbling, the party was not able 
to organize to win political power even with 
an electorate anxious to get rid of Gordon 
Campbell.

 Campbell started favouring corporate 
interests and the rich by giving the largest 
income tax cuts in Canadian history.  The 
tax cuts (by design) created a huge deficit 
which he then used to justify radically cutting 
back government services and programs.  

 Soon large surpluses arose due to the 
too drastic cutbacks in government social 
services.  The tax surpluses were used up 

When sub-divisions are developed, 
the same scenario happens everywhere. 
In communities some unused or marginal 
land gets rezoned. The trees come down 
and new houses go in (right across from the 
other farm) and the folks in the new house 
are so happy with the view, the setting, the 
“country feel”.  Of course “their house” is 
sitting right where a beautiful orchard used 
to be, and that doesn’t matter.

Then, when someone wants to ask city 
hall to rezone the other half of the farm, the 
battle begins.

“I came here because...” “...it was so 
scenic to see the horses and the country 
setting” (Langley), or “...the grassland where 
the kids could play and ride their bike” (Rich-
mond) or “...I found my spot on earth with 
the lamas and the old barn and freedom of 
country” (Mission).

Which brings me to my street, Stave 
Lake.  We moved here in ’81 to a country 
setting (right on top of a garbage dump). 
The motto on our gate says, “Changing the 
world, one yard at a time”. We created our 
own five-acre flower park and the road runs 
through it. The only flowers you can see 
are ones we can’t hide. What a picturesque 
place to live in. But it didn’t stay that way. 

In the United States there is a fear of 
some government plan to confiscate guns. 
The same fear has crossed the 49th parallel. 

For a Nazi US confiscation of American 
guns, they only need to use the member lists 
of the National Rifle Association. 

In Canada there are gun clubs, but not 
as organized as the NRA. The better list for 
confiscation is a Canadian registry that has 
been struck down, it no longer being the 
recognition of lawful gun owners. 

To strike the gun registry down puts 
the administration low in the view of the 
law enforcement community. A “law and 
order” party would not revoke it. But if this 
registry became revoked, the listing would 
not disappear. It would exist but without 
proper updating. 

When our troops return from overseas 
duties, a subsequent ruling party would be 
able to invoke the War Measures Act. The 
police would be insufficient to do more than 
arrest and charge the non cooperative. 

The military would need to start at each 
coast, doing a house to house search for 
guns. The searching would work its way 
inward, province by province. 

Those homes on former gun lists would 
provide some detail of prospects. Some 
never-registered arms may surface, some 
even implicated in past crime. 

We have reached a state here in Canada 
which has passed all logic into a realm even 
beyond the dysfunctional.

The House of Commons in the Canadian 
Parliament is no longer even interested in 
the views of the people of Canada, nor is it 
responding to its duties.

It needs not be pointed out that our 
prime minister, even though he dictates 
from a minority Reform/Alliance coalition 
government masquerading as a Conserva-
tive party to be acceptable to some 33% of 
the more wealthy Canadians who bother to 
vote, has totally sold out to the corporations 
of the world.

The sad part is that there are none of you 
willing to tell him or your party leaders that 
enough is enough. Maybe you don’t see it 
or don’t want to see it.

A small country called Bolivia showed 
us that it is possible to recover control 
of our Parliament from a corporate dic-
tatorship, and that all we need to do is 
to nationalize you as if you were an as-
set which heaven knows you are not. 
If and when that happens and we start to 
regain control of our resources by nation-
alization instead of them being owned by 
foreign companies which strip us of all 
monies made from those resources, and 
we start to use the Bank of Canada instead 
of multinational “compounding interest 
only” commercial banks; when we cancel 
all the terrible trade deals and retake our 
country for the people; provide education, 
health care and old folks security and aid to 
starving and sick people around the world, 
in a totally affordable way, then we will be 
reinventing our forefathers’ dreams for this 

Census ‘reform’ aims to disappear the poor
G20 austerity agenda. For the ideologically-
driven Stephen Harper it is also an exten-
sion of the 1990s campaign of the ultra-right 
wing Fraser Institute which sought to dis-
credit the way StatsCan calculates poverty, 
arguing that children are not poor as long as 
they have food and shelter, even if they lack 
books, toys and school supplies.

This latest gambit to disappear the poor 
is marketed by the Tories as a way to reduce 
the heavy hand of the state -- even though 
no one has ever gone to jail for refusing to 
fill out the long census. The ruse of promot-
ing freedom from intrusion and punishment 
is merely a cover for enforcing economic 
repression and the tyranny of the market. 
The discreet charms of late capitalism seem 
to require such camouflage.

             Barry Weisleder
        Toronto, ON

[Barry Weisleder is chair of the NDP Socialist 
Caucus. ]

We used to get two cars an hour 
“through” our property – now we get 200. 

My wife probably crosses the road 30 
times a day to the other side of our land. 
Where are all the cars going? They are all 
going to homes that they own – that weren’t 
there when “we” bought. 

Repeatedly we were asked, “Do you 
approve or object to this new house or 
subdivision or new street?” 

It changed our life style – so why didn’t 
we stop it all? Why didn’t we get on the 
phone and gather objectors to storm city 
hall?

It was because someone had allowed us 
to have our house where we wanted.

            Don and Hilda Warkentin
         Mission, BC 

Why is the NDP so ineffective?
giving further tax cuts to the richest individu-
als and corporations. 

 In spite of forecasted surpluses, Camp-
bell did not use the surpluses to provide 
adequate budgets to health care and educa-
tion.   Inadequate budgets continue to the 
present.  Now with government revenues 
falling due to the slowing economy, we can 
expect further cutbacks. 

 I suggest that there is an alternative 
to further cutbacks.  One is the concept of 
claw backs which was established by the 
federal government when it clawed back 
old age pensions from those in the higher 
tax brackets.  Claw backs should now be 
introduced in BC to increase government 
revenues to avoid further cutbacks to health 
care and education budgets.

 Now when the government talks about 
further cutbacks, We the People should 
shout back CLAW BACKS NOT CUT-
BACKS.  

 Will the NDP take up our battle 
cry?  Could the NDP do so or has Carole 
James been directed by “higher authority” 
not to make claw backs an issue to rally We 
the People?

   Gerry Masuda
         Duncan,BC

country.
Can any one of you honestly look your-

selves in the mirror and tell yourselves that 
you are working for the best interests of 
your constituents unfettered by absolute 
party dictates?

If you can, please identify yourself as 
you may be the backbone of the future 
government we the people seek. 

Your leaders have surrendered their 
souls to the “money men” and must be cast 
aside like worn out shoes and replaced with 
leaders who have all the peoples of Canada 
in the forefront of their hearts and minds and 
deeds, and to be willing to share what we 
in this incredible country have with those 
who have not.

It is possible to have a peaceful freedom 
loving country with plenty for everyone and 
some to spare for those who have not, 
once we do away with rule by the bottom 
line mantra of the corporate world.  There 
is plenty of room for profit, but no need for 
unfettered greed.

Mother earth, and all the species who 
dwell on her, including humans, are looking 
to governments to start the rescue process.  

Canada is not part of that process but it 
should be and can be. Will you be part of the 
renewal of Canada or are you too enmeshed 
in the dysfunctionality?

A new parliamentary session has start-
ed. Please stand up and be counted as a 
supporter of Canada and all the Canadian 
people or step down and let someone who 
can be counted upon take your place.

    Jeremy Arney
         Victoria, BC
 

Open letter to Members of Parliament

A collector once listed with a dozen guns 
and only having part of that lot may face 
some rough treatment. Some soldier son 
may have to enforce the disarming of his 
farmer father. Martial law is crude. 

That the registry is now maintained in 
law and by legislation establishes the law-
fulness of the registered owner’s rights to 
possession of the registered guns. That is 
the only protection gun owners have of their 
right to possess their arms. 

It may actually be better in Canada than 
that famous US amendment that gives the 
revolutionaries a right to bear arms in the 
breakaway colonies. Canadians may be 
armed, not joining a militia. 

   Dee Shoolingin
        Duncan, BC

You can’t build a house HERE! 

Random thoughts on the future 
confiscation of guns in Canada

THE QUADRA STORY, A History of 
Quadra Island, by J. Taylor, HARBOUR 
PUBLISHING

 This is a marvellous coverage of a fas-
cinating island.  The extensive research is 
evident in the photos and stories of indi-
vidual families.  The maps show that this 
large island has many varied communities, 
lakes and ports.  A must for our mariners.

   --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:

YOU IDIOT, by D. Harris, GOOSE LANE 
BOOKS

This book is pure entertainment.  It’s a 
relief to find a hero who constantly messes 
up.  

A laugh a page is not something you hit 
every day in your reading.  

                 --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Juan de Fuca New Democrats 

Annual General Meeting
Sunday, October 17

3:30 pm
Our Lady of the Rosary Little Hall 

798 Goldstream Avenue

Keep in touch with 
Beacon Hill New Democrats

Join us for beer and banter at our 
end-of-the-month pub nights!  

Drop in between 5:30 - 8:30 pm.
Tuesday, October 26 at the Ross Bay Pub, Fairfield Plaza

Tuesday, November 30 at Christie’s Carriage House, 1739 Fort Street

To contact VBH: email president Marianne Alto at azimuth@telus.net, 
or write to PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC  V8W 3S1 or phone 250-386-8497

Don’t give Canada a Security Council seat 
By Murray Dobbin

Stephen Harper’s hypocritical performance at the United Nations, in aid of winning a 
seat for Canada on the Security Council, should be enough by itself for Canadians to rise 
up in unison and say we don’t deserve it. Both the NDP and Liberals have said that the 
seat is for Canada, not for the Conservatives, and that Canadians should therefore support 
the bid. But if Harper is successful, we will all regret it.

It is not just that we don’t deserve it — more on that below. Harper wants this seat for a 
reason, and it has nothing to do with his phony reiteration of UN “values” — none of which 
has he ever paid even lip service to.

No, Stephen Harper wants the seat so that he can assist the US in whatever imperial 
adventures and world domination plans it rolls out. Seeing Harper shaking hands with Pal-
estinian President Mahmoud Abbas was truly repugnant, given Harper’s unmatched and 
singular support for whatever Israel does. (Remember his “measured response” comment 
regarding Israel’s laying waste to Lebanon? A more grotesquely disingenuous gesture is 
hard to imagine.) If Harper gets his wish, it will give him more opportunities to back Israel 
and support whatever action against Iran that the US and Israel want, including bombing 
its nuclear sites.

Harper’s Latin America stance
Canada under Harper has also shifted its foreign affairs attention increasingly to Latin 

America, a part of the world that it has hitherto virtually ignored. Did Harper suddenly eat 
Mexican food and change Canada’s policy? Or is he still trying to please the US? Our 
new focus on working primarily with Colombia, the most right-wing and highly militarized 
country in the region (virtually a US military base), shows Harper’s intent. The US, having 
lost control of its backyard, needs help from its “best friend”.

That could well include actions by the Security Council if US intervention in Latin America 
escalates as many predict. Future Western interventions in Haiti could also attract the at-
tention of the Security Council by way of Canada’s and the US’s neo-colonial project in 
that country. In all these misguided situations Harper will be there, ever eager to play his 
role of Yankee sidekick — speaking for us whether we like it or not.

Paul Dewar, the NDP’s foreign affairs critic declared, “Canada must have a seat on the 
Security Council, it’s in our DNA.” Wrong. This would be just one more shame added to 
all the others Harper has heaped on the country. Providing Canada with such an honour 
given its recent record would be rewarding this country’s worst behaviour internationally 
in its history. Canada needs to heal itself and undo the policies of this government before 
it can make any legitimate claim to a seat on this body.

Saying one thing, doing another
Harper suddenly adopted values he has vilified and ridiculed for virtually his entire 

political career, stating, “The UN’s mission has grown over time, but its core job remains 
the same — through peace and development, to build a better world. To prevent war and 
conflict, yet at the same time, to uphold what is right and to protect the weak and the poor 
from those who prey upon them.” It’s a wonder he could keep a straight face.

He portrayed his government as a team player, working to advance the values of the 
United Nations. A short trip through Harper’s four years as prime minister demonstrates just 
how small the teams he was on really were — wrecking crews of a handful of countries, 

opposing scores of others who were actually promoting human rights and social justice. 
Canada’s actions reek of hypocrisy and crass corporate toadyism.

On the issue of indigenous rights, Canada was one of only four countries to vote against 
the UN Declaration on Indigenous Rights when the General Assembly passed it in 2007. 
Harper still has not signed.

Asbestos is the greatest workplace killer in history, and the numbers are still increasing 
every year in spite of it being banned by all developed countries. This sudden defender 
of the UN and human rights has explicitly declared himself the champion of the Quebec 
asbestos industry, and has dedicated himself to ensuring that asbestos is not declared a 
dangerous substance under the Rotterdam Convention. His team? A handful of asbestos 
producing countries grateful for the cover provided by “liberal” Canada.

The UN “team” opposing the banning of terminator seeds — sterile seeds that cannot 
be planted — was even smaller. Canada joined with Australia and New Zealand in attempt-
ing to undermine the UN Convention on Biological Diversity. (The US didn’t even sign the 
protocol so couldn’t join.)

And Team GMO? It has just three members, too — this time Canada, the US and 
Argentina, who together launched a successful WTO challenge against the EU for its 
banning of GMO food.

Petro-state politics
Team Africa-not? Sometimes Canada is a team all on its own — as it was when Harper 

decided virtually overnight, with no negotiations, no warning and no apologies, to abandon 
its development partnership with eight impoverished African countries. These particular 
programs had received almost universal praise for their effectiveness.

On human rights? In his UN speech Harper said, “These foundational [UN] beliefs…
demand we seek justice, and uphold the human rights of all people.” Well, maybe not all 
people. For the Harper regime it is strictly a matter of human rights à la carte — they are 
only referred to if it is politically convenient and involves feeding his base. He occasionally 
mentions China and Iran and likes to bash Venezuela, but virtually never talks about rights 
when it comes to Gaza, Lebanon, Burma, Honduras, Colombia, or Saudi Arabia.

Team Israel? Here Harper is obviously part of a slightly larger team — but no less 
shameful — and one he seems to want to lead. No other country, not even the US, has 
given Israel such open-ended and totally uncritical support, no matter what it does or how 
many innocent men, women and children it kills. In his speech, Harper claimed to support 
the Palestinian rights: “We welcome strongly the resumption of talks between Israel and 
Palestine.” But Harper has said almost nothing about Israel’s refusal to stop building new 
settlements — a deal breaker for Palestinians. In Canada he eliminated funding for Kairos 
(the ecumenical group working on development and human rights in many countries around 
the world) for its Middle East peace work, stacked the board of Rights and Democracy 
(an arm’s length international human rights organization) with pro-Israeli members, and 
withdrew funding from UNRWA, the UN agency that provides aid, education and other 
services to Palestinian refugees.

Enemy of a safe climate
The most notorious violation of UN principles is Harper’s open contempt for the Kyoto 

Accord and indeed any serious effort to deal with climate change. Again, he has given 
Canada the dubious honour of leading the reactionary charge against progress. Canada 
was singled out by NGOs for special condemnation at the COP15 UN climate negotiations. 
Author and world commentator George Monbiot summed it up: “This thuggish petro-state 
is today the greatest obstacle to a deal in Copenhagen.”

How can Canadians honestly claim that we deserve a place on the UN Security Council 
given this appalling record (for which, by the way, the Liberal party shares some responsibil-
ity)? We are, like it or not, responsible for the fact that Stephen Harper is prime minister. It 
is our duty to kick him out of office and demand that the next government begin to repair 
the terrible damage done in the past four years. Then, and only then, can we legitimately 
claim a seat.

In the meantime, we have a duty to actively keep the Harper government as far away 
as possible from more power to degrade and offend the United Nations. We should be 
lobbying against Canada being given a Security Council seat. 

Posted to Murray Dobbin’s blog on September 27, 2010. You can read it and other blogs at http://

By Dale Perkins
There is a widespread mood of resigna-

tion out there.  
People in many of the community orga-

nizations I belong to express it continuously 
– “Nothing positive or good can happen 
until … (for instance) Campbell and the BC 
Liberals are kicked out of office.”  

The unfortunate outcome from all of this 
is general cynicism about all things political.  
The mantra, “all politicians are crooks or 
unscrupulous, self-centered charlatans (or 
both)”, go uncontested. Also, we give up 
on being involved in “civics” because we 
don’t believe any good can come from it.  
Consequently, the number of people still ac-
tively involved in “civics” goes down, and the 
amount of time and energy people devote 
to public life and all forms of volunteerism 
also is reduced.  

It’s not a good trend, and social demo-
crats cannot allow themselves to get trapped 
into thinking and reciting these same at-
titudes and values. 

I struggle with this along with everyone 
else.  On a philosophical or belief-front I cling 
to the notion that there is meaning out there 
and that history does have a goal and love 
is somehow that meaning.  This comes very 
much out of my spiritual, faith connection.  I 
have realized that if I begin with cynicism I 
usually never get beyond it. While if I begin 
with a “falling into love” I will fall ever deeper 
into it, and afterwards understand what is 
the greatest good for me and my sisters, 
brothers and neighbours.  It is a falling and 
I guess like many, I’m afraid of falling. 

What is to be done about it?  Going be-
yond self-criticism is a start.  Guilt is never 
a helpful feeling or motivation for changing 
behaviour.  Better if we locate feelings and 
attitudes that affirm our essential goodness 
and integrity. In the history of our political 
ancestry there was the notion of the “com-
monwealth” and highest good for people 
generally. 

In a travelogue of a distant colleague of 
mine recently returned from travels in China, 
he reflects on changes that have occurred 
in that massive country with its billion and 
a half population. He writes, “The Chinese 

people seemed happy, proud and largely 
content with their lives. Ninety percent of 
the Chinese population lives well today — or 
at least better than they did 20 years ago. 

China is today a material and technologi-
cal success story like none the world has 
ever seen before in so short a time.”  And 
we must remember we’re talking about 1.5 
billion people – in contrast to our paltry 33 
million or so here in Canada.  

My colleague saw that “the major prin-
ciple on which the Chinese government 
operates is that individual desires and 
freedoms must always be secondary to the 
well being of the whole society”.  Abuses 
to individual freedoms are too significant to 
ignore, to be sure, but that doesn’t detract 
from the reality that the vast majority of the 
population are better off than they were only 
20 years ago.  

What I wonder is whether we are capable 
of regaining any sense of the common good 
in our society? Have we become so cap-
tive to the rank individualism that pervades 
every aspect of society that we are almost 
incapable of seeing the other:  people and 
other living creatures and things? 

What that leads to is a complete com-
mitment to the notion that all we ever are 
and are capable of becoming is consumers. 
If we can’t buy or sell it, it is worthless and 
insignificant.  

I can’t give up on the belief that prin-
ciples such as commonwealth and public 
good are still viable and something that 
social democrats can espouse. Let us hold 
high the belief in doing things publicly and 
for the common good – whether we focus on 
health care or public education or social ser-
vices, which have evolved over the decades. 

And what about taxation?  Has the 
idea of a progressive tax system (based 
on the level of taxation determined by 
ones income) disappeared? These are 
a part of the Canadian legacy that must 
be held high by somebody in our soci-
ety – I think social democrats should be 
included along with all other people of 
good will in such an important enterprise.  

Dale Perkins is a community organizer, social ac-
tivist and retired United Church of Canada clergy.

Where’s the common good in society?
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 :
970 Blanshard Street
Victoria, BC  V8W 2H3

telephone: 363-3600
e-mail: Savoie.d@parl.gc.ca
on the web: www.denisesavoie.ca

Denise Savoie
Member of Parliament for Victoria

Your voice in OttawaYour voice in Ottawa

By John Orrett and Barry Weisleder
In the future, if the human race survives, 

it will look back at the concept of individual 
ownership of natural resources that took 
nature millions of years to form, as an absur-
dity. It will seem only sensible that the richest 
potash deposit in the world would be owned 
and controlled by the people who work in the 
mine and who are affected by its operation.  
     Totally unacceptable will be the idea that 
a stock-holding CEO like Bill Doyle could 
make over $400 million if he sells his shares 
in Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan. 
Such a bonanza from flipping shares in a 
resource so valuable to a growing, increas-
ingly hungry world population would be 
anathema. 

It will be obvious that the fate of the mas-
sive reserve of potassium and phosphorous, 
the two key ingredients of fertilizer that 
reside in the prairie province (23 percent 
of the world supply), should be determined 
democratically, and that the revenue derived 
from its sale should be put to social purposes 
for the good of agriculture and the working 
people of Canada and the world.

But commercial media “experts” and 
editorialists seem to be wearing blinders, 
unable to see beyond the priorities of the 
capitalist profit system. A Toronto Star edito-
rial of August 22 cannot envision the Bank 
of Canada coming up with the investment 
capital needed to retain and develop an 
extremely lucrative resource industry, should 
such capital be lacking. The Star’s business 
commentator David Crane cries that the 
sale of the company to foreign interests 
may have adverse effects on the Canadian 
economy. Crane’s customary mission is the 
defence of Canadian capital, as if our busi-
ness elite is in some way more progressive 
and deserving of mega-plunder. 

The last decade of Canadian resource 
sell-offs (Westcoast, Inco, Falconbridge, 
Alcan, LionOre, and by increments, the 
Alberta oil sands), not to mention the sale 
of major steel companies Dofasco, Stelco, 
Algoma and Ipsco, show that the allegiance 
of Canadian capitalists is first and foremost 
to their pocket books.

The real story of Potash Corporation 
is hidden by recent media coverage, but it 
goes something like this. 

In the 1970s the New Democratic Party 
provincial government of Allan Blakeney 
nationalized much of the potash industry in 
Saskatchewan. The company grew. But in 
the mid-1980s the price of potash declined 
significantly. The company ran up a debt of 
around $800 million. Keep these figures in 
mind. Anyone paying attention would have 

three years of operation completely paid for 
its purchase. Yes, the Conservatives know 
how to treat their friends.

Now, a little over 20 years later, the 
company is subject to a hostile takeover bid 
by BHP Billiton of Australia for $38 billion. 
Most analysts think the final price will top 
$40 Billion. This represents an increase in 
value of more than 2600 percent. Did your 
wages rise 2600 percent over 20 years; 
did the value of your home? Did the cost of 
running a mine rise that much? 

This $40 billion is a sum representing as-
sets that should be publicly owned. Imagine 
how many schools, hospitals, rapid transit 
systems and social housing units could be 
funded by a fraction of that sum.

How can this abysmal situation be rec-
tified? First all, major resource industries 
like nickel, iron, aluminum, oil and gas 
should come under public ownership. So 
should the steel industry. The responsible, 
democratic management of those assets 
is far too important to the environment, far 
too important to the rational planning of the 
economy to meet human needs, to be left 
to the tender mercies of the corporate elite, 
foreign or domestic. 

For public ownership to become a live 
alternative it is crucial that the NDP be 
won to this policy. And that would entail 
an abrupt, but indispensable turn to the 
left for the party, and the unions on which 
it is based. Without a struggle for socialist 
policies, nature and labour will continue to 
be squeezed dry by the pirates of private 
profit – leaving the world destitute

Barry Weisleder is chair of the NDP Socialist 
Caucus, and John Orrett is president of Thornhill 
NDP and a member of the steering committee of 

By Denise Savoie
In late September, on an unbelievably 

beautiful Sunday, I had the great opportunity 
to join many of you at Eat Here Now, an 
event in support of a permanent downtown 
public market in Victoria. Vancouver Island 
is at the forefront of the local food move-
ment in Canada. Support for local and urban 
agriculture is flourishing due to the efforts of 
active citizens who realize the importance of 
sustainable, local food production. People 
understand, in ever growing numbers, that 
local food is integral to building a green 
economy. 

Both federally and provincially, agricul-
ture policy is regressive and not supportive 
of local food initiatives. My office in Ottawa is 
directly across the hall from that of our NDP 
Critic for Agriculture, Alex Atamanenko, with 
whom I often discuss policy, including my 
concern about a lack of affordable land for 
new farmers. His recently-released report, 
Food for Thought: Towards a Canadian 
Food Strategy was based on extensive con-
sultations, especially in BC where, the report 
confirms, “food security and self-sufficient 
communities are of significant interest.” 

Going forward, our New Democrat priori-
ties are to:

•	 Enact legislation that will require 
that food be properly labelled 
with information on its origin, its 
nutritional value and whether it is 
genetically modified or not;

•	 Require imported foods to meet 
the same environmental and 
health standards that apply to food 
produced in Canada and provide 
the resources to enforce those 
standards; and

•	 Offer incentives and design tax 
policies to promote local food 
production, processing capacity 
and distribution networks, such as 
farmers’ markets and agriculture 
co-operatives.

New Democrats support the develop-
ment of comprehensive policy on food secu-
rity and sovereignty that ensures long-term 
income for farmers. We also want to en-
courage ecologically-sustainable practices 
by supporting organic practices and crop 
diversity, reducing the use of pesticides and 
herbicides, banning terminator seeds and 
conserving wooded buffer zones. 

Based on what I have discussed with 
many you at neighbourhood markets, these 
priorities respond to the concerns of resi-
dents of communities throughout Greater 
Victoria. This approach also stands in stark 
contrast to that of Stephen Harper’s Conser-
vatives, who decided this summer to shut 

down six of Canada’s prison farms despite 
the support these farms have received from 
local police, farm groups and food security 
advocates.  

Another issue that is at the top of my 
mind in the fall, especially after a long 
summer of divisive Harper-style politics, is 
civility in the house. Many MPs want to offer 
Canadians a different kind of politics, both 
inside and outside the House. Confronting 
the usual bad behaviour that passes for de-
bate was the topic of a Parliament Hill panel 
at which I spoke out in favour of Question 
Period reform. Momentum for reform has 
been building since MP Michael Chong 
introduced a motion (that I co-sponsored) to 
help make Question Period more respectful.

The motion offers concrete changes to 
address the parts of the problem that can 
be addressed through structural changes. 
However, a significant part of the problem 
can’t be addressed structurally. MPs habitu-
ally cross the line between lively arguments 
and personal attacks. This isn’t about 
refining our manners; it’s about replacing 
taunting, insulting and bullying with non-
violent communication that respects the 
dignity of each MP and, by extension, their 
constituents. 

I believe it’s up to individual MPs to put 
respect back on the agenda. To this end, as 
Assistant Deputy Speaker and Deputy Chair 
of Committees of the Whole I’ve initiated 
a modest, multi-party process to explore 
our options. We’ve come to the conclusion 
that training or mentoring is needed to help 
MPs learn to be at their best – even when 
challenged in debate. In an article called 
“The Shout Doctrine”, Mark Kingwell best 
captured what I’ve come to believe. “The 
real software of democracy,” he wrote, “is 
political literacy, the ability to engage in criti-
cal dialogue with ideas both agreeable and 
disagreeable… We need to learn this skill, 
run it, and revise it constantly by repeated 
engagements…” 

As a former adult educator, I’m drawn 
to this notion of “political literacy”. It shifts 
our focus from punishment to learning, and 
from Speakers disciplining MPs to MPs 
building on skills many already possess. The 
process I mentioned – of building-up those 
practical skills – will continue this fall, with 
a view to piloting an MP training initiative. 

I hope you will join me in encouraging 
all my fellow MPs to support nonviolent 
communication initiatives and take per-
sonal responsibility for the tone of debate 
in Parliament.

Denise Savoie is Member of Parliament for 
Victoria.

 

Food security and 
political literacy

Victoria MP Denise Savoie joins Victoria City Councillor Philippe Lucas at “Eat Here 
Now” event September 26 in support of a downtown public market.

Make potash public

known, given growing world-wide 
agricultural demand for the fertilizer, 
and given its limited supply that the 
price would rebound in a big way. 

When the Grant Devine Con-
servatives were elected to govern 
Saskatchewan in the late 1980s they 
privatized the Potash Corporation. 
They got $1.5 billion (i.e. $630 million 
for the shares and $800 million in 
debt relief). It was one of the biggest 
giveaways of a public resource in 
Canadian history. The price of potash 
took off almost immediately following 
the sale. The profits from just the first 

Victoria MP Denise Savoie hosted an art 
show featuring works centred on Victoria’s 
Inner Harbour on Saturday, September 18, 
at her Victoria office.

Savoie explained that art can serve as 
another medium through which a message 
can be spread.

“The theme is our living harbour, and our 
harbour as we enjoy it now,” she said. “Many 
people feel that it is under threat with the 
proposal for the mega yacht marina, so the 
idea is to paint our harbour the way people 
appreciate it and enjoy it now.”

Savoie also hoped that the show would 
shine a light on the arts in general at a time 
when all levels of government are cutting 
funding to the arts.

Inner Harbour featured at 
art show at MP’s office

OLD LANGFORD, by M. Duffus, West 
News books

 This book features a wonderful collec-
tion of historical photographs.  The author 
has turned out a very readable book of this 
goldrush area.  The extensive construction 
of recent years has so changed Langford 
that it is a pleasure to see how nice it was 
in the old days.

              --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Jean Crowder

Crowder
Jean 

Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Cowichan

www.jeancrowder.ca

Promoting healthy communities 
for a stronger tomorrow.

By Jean Crowder
Recently I have received many emails 

regarding the Abitibi Bowater settlement 
which was reached this past August. I would 
like to explain to you the position of the NDP 
and what we are doing in response to this 
settlement. 

porated in a tax haven, while conducting 
all of its business in Canada, raise seri-
ous question as to whether the filing of a 
Chapter 11 lawsuit was even allowable in 
this case,” explained the NDP`s Peter Ju-
lian (Burnaby-New Westminster) after the 
settlement was reached. Furthermore, “This 
matter should fall under the purview of the 
Canadian courts, not some unaccountable 
trade panel.”

In late August 2010, it was decided that 
the Canadian Government would pay $130 
million of tax payer money to the Montreal-
based company to compensate for assets 
seized by the province of Newfoundland. 
As part of the agreement, Abitibi Bowater 
waives legal action and claims against the 
Canadian government under NAFTA. 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade 
Canada praised the settlement, and said it 
represents “fair market value” for the as-
sets. Their official statement claimed, “The 
government of Canada has resolved this 
dispute for the benefit of Canada’s long-
term economic interests. In reaching this 
agreement, the government of Canada is 
avoiding potentially long and costly legal 
proceedings.”

The New Democratic Party disagrees. 
The settlement, reached in a mere six 
months, was hasty and costly to citizens. 
The NDP is looking for answers from the 
Harper administration. My colleague, NDP 
International trade critic Peter Julian (Burn-
aby-New Westminster), has filed a motion 
to the House of Commons International 
Trading Committee on the Abitibi Bowater 
deal and into the impact of this settlement on 
future decisions taken in the public interest.

The federal government responded 
quickly to the claims of Abitibi Bowater, but 
in a way that signalled bad news for most 
Canadians; they offered to settle and gave 
Abitibi-Bowater $130 million as compensa-
tion. No fight, no hearing, just a cheque. 

I am proud of my colleague for taking ac-
tion on this unreasonable pay out by the fed-
eral government. “Harper has thrown open 
the door to other corporate opportunists. 
This will strongly impact future decisions 
taken in the public interest by democratic 
governments and further erode Canadian 
sovereignty. Parliament must close the door 
on this dangerous trend,” concluded Julian.

If you would like more information please 
feel free to contact me or you can read more 
on Peter Julian`s website at http://peterju-
lian.ndp.ca/node/1009.

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan.

Free trade agree-
ments are something 
that I know are an 
issue of concern on 
Vancouver Island, 
part icular ly when 
NAFTA and the Se-
curity and Prosper-
ity Partnership (SPP) 
have been involved. 
Therefore I think it is 
important to bring a 
new wrinkle to your attention. 

In 2008 Abitibi Bowater, pulp and paper 
manufacturer, announced that it would close 
its century old mill in Newfoundland. Abitibi 
Bowater was a failing company as a result 
of the decline in demand for newsprint. The 
closure of the mill put roughly 700 people out 
of work and left behind costly environmental 
damages. 

The Grand Falls-Windsor location in 
Newfoundland marked the end of Abitibi 
Bowater`s active operations in the province. 
However, the company retained numerous 
property rights, assets and undertakings 
within Newfoundland. 

The province`s premier Danny Williams 
then introduced legislation that gave the 
province control of Abitibi Bowater`s timber 
rights, water rights and hydro electric plants. 
He stated in the legislature that, “Abitibi has 
reneged on the bargain struck between it 
and the province over the industrial devel-
opment of the province’s timber and water 
resources for the benefit of the residents of 
the province.”

In response to the loss of assets in New-
foundland, Abitibi Bowater filed a Chapter 11 
claim against the federal government under 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA). A Chapter 11 claim gives foreign 
investors the right to sue countries for unfair 
treatment of seizure of assets before a panel 
of specialized arbitrators. 

Abitibi Bowater`s head office is in Mon-
treal and is essentially a Canadian com-
pany, yet it was incorporated in Delaware 
and held American assets. This technical-
ity allowed Abitibi Bowater to file claim for 
compensation from the federal government 
under NAFTA. The claim filed against the 
Canadian government was for $500 million 
in damages. 

“The fact that Abitibi Bowater incor-

Abitibi Bowater settlement bad 
news for Canadians--NDP

Nanaimo-Cowichan MP Jean Crowder applauds as NDP Leader Jack Layton speaks 
to the crowd at a First Nations Education Rally held on Parliament Hill on Septem-
ber 23, 2010. Canada’s aboriginal leaders want the federal government to “step up 
to the plate” with funding and a comprehensive plan for First Nations education 
that addresses problems plaguing children’s learning, both on and off reserve.

Jean Crowder, NDP Critic for Aboriginal Peoples Affairs and the NDP Caucus Chair,  
was out and about during the summer, meeting residents in her Nanaimo-Cowican 
riding. Here she meets with visitors to a Duncan farmers’ market.

BC municipalities point to federal MPs for 
permanent solution to oil tanker threat

VANCOUVER – Organizations working to protect BC’s coast from the threat of oil su-
pertankers are congratulating delegates from BC municipalities, who  at the annual UBCM 
meeting in Whistler October 1 passed a resolution against proposed oil tanker projects for 
BC’s north coast.

“BC’s local governments have spoken clearly that we need to protect our coastal com-
munities, economies, and ecosystems from oil industry proposals that would bring hundreds 
of supertankers every year to the coast of the Great Bear Rainforest,” says Jennifer Lash, 
executive director of Living Oceans Society. “In addition, municipal delegates are pointing 
directly at the federal government to end the debate once and for all with a federal, legis-
lated ban on north coast oil tankers.”

BC Members of Parliament from the New Democratic Party and Liberal Party of Canada 
have already come out strongly 
in support of a federal, legislated 
tanker ban, and are supported by 
official policy commitments from 
Jack Layton and Michael Ignatieff. 
The only major party not in sup-
port of a federal, legislated ban is 
the Conservative Party. 

“When on June 21 Michael 
Ignatieff made a commitment to 
legislate a ban on north coast oil 
tankers, it created a crystal clear 
political landscape in BC on this 
issue,” says Eric Swanson, No 
Tankers Director for Dogwood 
Initiative. “Local MPs and the 
rest of the BC Liberal and NDP 
caucuses have been standing 
up for British Columbia’s coast. 
Unfortunately, many grassroots 
Conservative supporters, who 
polling shows are just as likely to 
support a tanker ban as anybody 
else, are apparently not being 
represented by Stephen Harper 
or local Conservative MPs.”

“Polling shows 80% of British 
Columbians oppose oil tanker 
traffic on the north coast,” says 
Celine Trojand, an organizer for 
Dogwood Initiative.“We hope that 
in the next federal election they 
will place their vote for candidates 
that have committed to protect our 
coast with a legislated ban.” 
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Saanich North and the Islands 
New Democrats

 Watch for information about the 
annual general meeting coming soon!

 

You can reach your president Gary Holman
 at gholman653@gmail.com

or by phone at 250-653-2042.

Cowichan Valley New Democrats

Stay in touch: 
By mail to PO Box 102, Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0

By phone: 250-466-0303
All members are welcome at our meetings.

Controversy over urban sprawl in the 
spectacular coastal forests West of Victoria 
has been re-ignited by a proposal to rezone 
seven parcels of land near Jordan River to 
build a 279-cabin resort and tourism facility.  
Developer Ender Ilkay has applied for an 
exemption to the Official Community Plan 
and Zoning bylaws to build a settlement 
that would effectively raise the population 
of Jordan River by over 500%.  In 2008 and 
2009 he made a similar proposal that was 
met with enormous opposition from across 
the region.

“The last time Ilkay tried to bulldoze our 
forests thousands of people campaigned to 
stop him,” said Gordon O’Connor, Vancou-
ver Island Campaigner with the Dogwood 
Initiative.  “It’s obvious that our community 
does not want to see urban sprawl on the 
Wild Coast.”

The area in question was purchased by 
Ilkay after the Provincial Liberals privatized 
23,000 ha of forest land on Vancouver Island 
in 2007.  Outraged community members 
from across BC successfully campaigned 
to have the Capital Regional District (CRD) 

purchase 10% of the affected area for park 
land and also to set minimum 120 ha lot 
sizes to prevent urban sprawl.

“The past three years have seen an 
amazing number of people taking action 
to protect our Wild Coast” said O’Connor.  
“Vancouver Island has a proud history of 
environmental activism, I wonder if Ender 
Ilkay knows what he’s getting himself into.”

All of the land being discussed is inside 
the traditional territory of the T-So’uke Na-
tion who are currently in treaty negotiations 
with the federal government.  Consultation 
or remuneration to recognize their interest 
in the area is not even being discussed.

The Juan de Fuca Land Use Committee 
met September 21 in the Sooke Community 
Hall to receive the proposal for information 
and were expected to refer it out to com-
munity groups for comment.

Vancouver -- A new report shows that 
despite some positive recent developments 
on rental assistance and homelessness, 
BC’s progress in building new social housing 
units has been minimal.

 Unpacking the Housing Numbers: How 
Much New Social Housing is BC Build-
ing? was released September 13 by the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives 
and Social Planning and Research Council 
of BC. The authors conducted a detailed 
examination of BC Housing’s service plans 
for 2006 to 2011.

 The report finds that while the number of 
households assisted by provincial housing 
programs increased by 11,530 since 2006, 
most of this assistance does not represent 
actual new social housing units. Of the 
11,530 additional households assisted:

•	 63% (7,270 households) 
represents rental assistance to 
families through the Rental As-
sistance Program, while another 
1,010 are individuals assisted 
through the Homeless Rent Sup-
plement. 

•	 Another 1,420 of the total 
increase are new emergency shel-
ter beds (not housing units).

•	 1,550 of the “new” sup-
portive housing units for homeless 
people with mental health and 
addiction problems are in pur-
chased SRO hotels (renovations/
replacements of existing housing 
rather than additional low-income 
housing supply).  

•	 While there has been 
growth in some types of social 
housing, in particular supportive 
housing for the homeless and 
housing for frail seniors, there has 
been a larger decrease in tradi-
tional low-income housing units.

 In fact, the government’s own data 
indicate an overall net increase of only 280 
new housing units over the past five years, 
a sobering and concerning finding.

 “The province has developed some 
good initiatives to address homelessness 
and the lack of affordable housing,” says 
Lorraine Copas, executive director of the 

 VANCOUVER --Twelve environmen-
tal groups are calling on Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper to save Fish Lake, home 
to 80,000 rainbow trout and sacred to the 
Tsilhqot’in First Nations. The groups are 
urging the federal government to heed the 
findings of its environmental assessment 
review panel and reject a proposed gold and 
copper mine that would destroy Fish Lake.

 Despite First Nations opposition, Taseko 
Mines Ltd. plans to drain Fish Lake in central 
BC in order to access a gold and copper de-
posit and make room for a waste rock dump 

The Nan Go Grannies were on hand at 
noon, Saturday, September 11, at Maffeo 
Sutton Park, in Nanaimo, to welcome, cheer 
on, and offer lunch to 25 grandmothers as 
they bicycled through Nanaimo en-route 
from Campbell River to Victoria, and they 
invited the entire community to join them.

Three previous Cycle Tours have raised 
a combined total of over $92,000. All money 
raised is donated to the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation’s Grandmothers to Grandmoth-
ers Campaign, which funds grassroots ini-
tiatives and community-level programs that 
support African grandmothers.  The goal for 
this tour was $35,000.

This year’s Cycle Tour, which started 
September 10, covered 280 km and passed 
through Courtenay, Qualicum Bay, Parks-
ville, Nanaimo, Ladysmith, Cowichan Bay, 
and Brentwood Bay, ending in Victoria on 
National Grandparent’s Day, Sunday, Sep-
tember 12, at St. John the Divine Church, 
on  Quadra Street, at 3:00 p.m.

 “This is the fourth year we have pro-
vided food and encouragement for the 
cyclists. The Nan Go Grannies are proud to 
be a part of this inspiring event and we love 
watching the cyclists pedal into the park,” 
said Pat Clements, of the Nan Go Grannies. 
“We are pleased to welcome the public to 
cheer them on.”

While several of the cyclists who par-
ticipated in this event live in Victoria, others 
came from communities up and down the 
island, including Jane Templeman and Paxie 
Vreede from Nanaimo. 

Fourth-time participant Sandra Burns 
said, “I became a grandmother myself 
seven years ago and was rather shocked 
at how exhausted I would become after 
looking after my granddaughter for even a 
few hours. I heard about some of the African 
grandmothers and the fact that they were 
looking after so many children, and I simply 
couldn’t imagine what they must be going 
through. So the idea of doing something 
that was challenging for a few days to raise 
money to help them seemed a wonderful 
thing for me to do.”

In addition to training for the 100 km/
day ride, cyclists paid their own costs to 
participate in the tour, and they fundraise 
and gather pledges that are donated to the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation. 

Anyone wishing to sponsor future 
cyclists may do so by visiting http://ste-
phenlewisfoundation.akaraisin.com/pledge/
Participant/Home.aspx?seid=2381&pid=3
60313&mid=9&se=1” or http://stephenlew-
isfoundation.akaraisin.com/t/victoriacycle.
aspx

Social housing reality check: Ministry’s own 
service plans show few net new units since 2006

Social Planning and Research Council 
(SPARC), and co-author of the study. “Un-
fortunately, the numbers show us that more 
is needed.”

 Jean Swanson, with Vancouver’s Carn-
egie Community Action Project, welcomes 
the report. “Working in the Downtown 
Eastside I can see that hundreds of people 
are homeless in spite of government an-
nouncements and re-announcements of 
social housing. This report tells us the real 
numbers and validates our call for more 
social housing for low-income people.”

 “Between the mid 1970s and early 
1990s, with the help of the federal gov-
ernment, BC created 1,000 to 1,500 new 
units of social housing per year,” says Seth 
Klein, co-author of the report. “Based on 
government figures, we calculate that BC 
could build 2,000 units of housing per year 
for about $500 million. To me, that seems 
like a pretty affordable price for ending the 
homeless crisis in our society.”
To viewthe report, Unpacking the Housing 
Numbers: How Much New Social Housing is 
BC Building? visit www.policyalternatives.ca

Prime Minister must save Fish Lake, say 
12 environmental groups

and toxic tailings. The proposed “Prosperity” 
open-pit mine is on the traditional lands of 
the Xeni Gwet’in First Nation, a member of 
the Tsilhqot’in National Government, which 
won a court case recognizing its rights to 
the area.

 The BC government issued a 25-year-
mining lease to Taseko in June of this year. 
The following month, a federal environmen-
tal review panel reported that Taseko’s pro-
posed mine would have significant adverse 
effects on the environment -- including to fish 
stocks and grizzly populations-- and on First 

Nations rights and title.
“We’re calling on the 

federal cabinet and Prime 
Minister Harper to respect 
the federal panel report 
which highlights the mul-
tiple adverse effects of 
this proposal, including 
impacts on First Nations 
rights and title,” said Larry 
Innes, executive director 
of the Canadian Boreal 
Initiative. “Failure to hon-
our these findings will 
not only harm the land 
and people of the region, 
they will harm relations 

between industry and other communities in 
the future by seriously undermining public 
confidence in the review process.”

The Harper government was expected 
to announce a decision on Taseko’s ap-
plication as early as September 10. If the 
mine gets federal cabinet approval, it would 
be the first time the government has ever 
overruled negative findings from a Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act review.

 “It boggles my mind that we would even 
consider the destruction of a world-class 
fishing lake that is of great significance to an 
indigenous community, and is surrounded 
by cultural sites including First Nations burial 
grounds,” said Sierra Club BC executive 
director George Heyman. Changes to the 
federal Fisheries Act allow metal mining 
corporations to use Canadian lakes in order 
to dispose of the millions of tonnes of waste 
rock and tailings they generate.  Fish Lake 
would be Canada’s fifth pristine natural 
water body authorized for destruction under 
this loophole if cabinet ignores the findings 
of the environmental assessment review 
panel.  

 Groups supporting the Tsilhqot’in 
National Government and urging Prime 
Minister Harper to save Fish Lake include 
the Canadian Boreal Initiative, Sierra Club 
BC, West Coast Environmental Law, For-
estEthics, Pembina Institute, Wilderness 
Committee, Greenpeace, BC Spaces for 
Nature, Georgia Straight Alliance, Sierra 
Club Canada, Wildsight and the POLIS 
Project on Ecological Governance.

Nan Go Grannies 
invite community 
to cheer on 
cycling grannies

Land owner applies to change zoning rules 
and build 300 new cabins at Jordan River

     No man ever steps in the same river 
twice, for it’s not the same river and 
he’s not the same man. 
        --Heraclitas
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Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca 
Federal New Deocrats

Stay in touch!

You can reach your executive at
PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admiral’s Road,

Victoria, BC  V9A 2p8
or your president at wanzbates@shaw.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads 
NDP Constituency Association
Annual General Meeting

Thursday, October 21st
Doors open at 6:45; meeting begins at 7:00

Vic West Community Centre 
(521 Craigflower Rd)

Light refreshments will be served.
For more information, 

please contact esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com

www.billroutley.com

Myfanwy (Beth) Rutherford’s annual birthday party in September for her friends 
from politics and other activities was extra-special this year--she turned 90 on 
September 9. A life member of the BC NDP, Rutherford has been active in the 
party since its formation in 1961, also previously in the CCF--and, even before 
the CCF’s birth in 1932, in the early 1920s in the Farmers Union with her par-
ents.   Dozens of campaigns and candidates, both federal and provincial, have 
benefited from her support in elections. She worked many years in the Saanich 
South Community Office.   Rutherford also volunteered as circulation manager 
of the Lower Island News for a number of year

Happy 90th birthday, Beth!

              Gregory Skala photo

By Carole James
For more than a year, the premier and 

the finance minister have insisted time and 
again they had no plans to introduce the 
HST before the May, 2009 election. Not on 
our radar, they said. 

They weren’t telling the truth. 
Internal government documents reveal 

that both the premier and the finance min-
ister were briefed on the HST well before 
British Columbians went to the polls. 

These aren’t just scribbles on the back 
of a napkin. They’re full briefings prepared 
by senior officials outlining “policy options” 
for harmonization, presented to Gordon 
Campbell and Colin Hansen as early as 
January, 2009. 

What those policy options were, we don’t 
know – the government refuses to release 
that information to the public. But what we 
do know is that despite what the BC Liberals 
claim, behind the scenes they were contem-
plating a Harmonized Sales Tax. 

The documents also show the BC Liber-
als were well-aware of the negative effect 
the HST would have on our economy. A 
CD Howe Institute report, referenced in the 
briefing documents, concluded that the HST 
would hurt BC’s employment and GDP. 

They didn’t share that information with 
the public either. Instead, they went ahead 
with the HST, claiming it was “the best thing 
we can do for our economy”. 

Why did they implement the HST when 
they knew it would hurt British Columbians? 
Why did they say the HST wasn’t on their 
radar when clearly it was? And why did the 
government deny the existence of these 
documents when questioned by the Official 
Opposition in the BC Legislature?

Sadly, it doesn’t appear that British Co-
lumbians will be getting answers to these 

questions. Instead, they’re treated to yet 
another round of denial and finger-pointing. 

Incredibly, the finance minister claims he 
never read the HST briefing note. 

How is it possible that the finance minis-
ter failed to read a briefing note prepared for 
him on what is arguably the single-biggest 
policy decision of the BC Liberal adminis-
tration? 

Either he’s not being straight with the 
public or he’s incompetent.

And as the finance minister points fin-
gers at anyone but his own government, 
the BC Liberals have left British Columbians 
adrift.

And that’s the worst part of this whole 
mess.

British Columbia is at a crossroads. 
We’re in the middle of a profound economic 
shift. 

The decisions we make today will either 
put us on the path of economic prosperity 
or set us up for stagnation.

But instead of providing a vision for 
BC’s future, instead of providing solutions 
to the pressing challenges of our time –  the 
challenges of climate change, the looming 
skills shortage, poverty and homelessness, 
education and skills training, and sustain-
able economic growth – the government 
is consumed with political damage control.

British Columbians deserve better. They 
deserve a government that will make BC’s 
economic and social renewal a priority. 

And they deserve a government that 
will be up front about its political priorities, 
and consult British Columbians about the 
decisions that affect their lives. 

Indeed, that’s the only way public trust 
in government will be restored.

Carole James is Leader of the Official Opposition 
in the BC Legislature.

Voters deserve a government 
that tells the truth

VANCOUVER – Organizations working 
to protect BC’s coast from the threat of oil 
supertankers are congratulating delegates 
from BC municipalities, who at the an-
nual UBCM meeting in Whistler October 1 
passed a resolution against proposed oil 
tanker projects for BC’s north coast.

“BC’s local governments have spoken 
clearly that we need to protect our coastal 
communities, economies, and ecosystems 
from oil industry proposals that would bring 
hundreds of supertankers every year to the 
coast of the Great Bear Rainforest,” says 
Jennifer Lash, executive director of Living 
Oceans Society. “In addition, municipal 
delegates are pointing directly at the federal 
government to end the debate once and for 
all with a federal, legislated ban on north 
coast oil tankers.”

BC Members of Parliament from the 
New Democratic Party and Liberal Party of 
Canada have already come out strongly in 
support of a federal, legislated tanker ban, 
and are supported by official policy com-
mitments from Jack Layton and Michael 
Ignatieff. The only major party not in support 
of a federal, legislated ban is the Conserva-
tive Party of Canada. 

“When on June 21 Michael Ignatieff 
made a commitment to legislate a ban on 
north coast oil tankers, it created a crystal 
clear political landscape in BC on this issue,” 

says Eric Swanson, No Tankers Director 
for Dogwood Initiative. “Local MPs like 
Ujjal Dosanjh, Don Davies, Joyce Murray, 
Fin Donnelly, Hedy Fry and Keith Martin, 
and the rest of the BC Liberal and NDP 
caucuses have been standing up for Brit-
ish Columbia’s coast. Unfortunately, many 
grassroots Conservative supporters, who 
polling shows are just as likely to support a 
tanker ban as anybody else, are apparently 
not being represented by Stephen Harper 
or local Conservative MPs.”

“Polling shows 80% of British Colum-
bians oppose oil tanker traffic on the north 
coast,” says Celine Trojand, an organizer 
for Dogwood Initiative that was at the UBCM 
meeting. “We’re ecstatic about the UBCM 
vote, and we hope that in the next federal 
election British Columbians will place their 
vote for candidates and parties that have 
committed to protect our coast with a leg-
islated ban.” 

The proposed Enbridge Northern Gate-
way Pipeline would carry oil from the Alberta 
tar sands to the BC coast at Kitimat. From 
there, Enbridge is proposing to ship the oil 
by tanker to international markets. If built, 
the proposal would bring 225 supertankers 
to BC’s north coast annually.

According to the BC Seafood Alliance, 
BC’s coast employs 56,000 people in the 
seafood and tourism industries. The Exxon 

BC Municipalities point to federal MPs for 
permanent solution to oil tanker threat

Valdez spill in 1989, and the 
recent Gulf Coast spill show 
that a single accident can de-
stroy or seriously impair entire 
coastal industries. 

 A recall campaign will soon be underway 
in Saanich North and the Islands where MLA 
Murray Coell kept his seat by a mere 258 
votes in the 2009 provincial election.

 Spearheaded by Ryan Windsor, the re-
call gives citizens a chance to express their 
concerns about governance in the province 
of British Columbia.

 Those wishing to volunteer for this 
historic campaign can contact Windsor by 
emailing him at greenryan@me.com or by 
calling 250-885-8539.

Windsor, who lives in Brentwood Bay, 
noted that Saanich North and the Islands 
had one of the highest tallies on the recent 
HST petition with 30% of registered voters 
signing on.

 “There was very strong support for the 
petition in my riding. I am hearing from so 
many people that Mr. Coell is not listening to 
them on this issue, and is siding with a gov-
ernment that has lost all credibility instead 
of with the people who elected him. That is 
not why we elect MLAs, and it’s time to hold 
him to account,” said Windsor.

 Fight HST Leader Bill Vander Zalm said 
Labour Minister Murray Coell is not listening 
to his constituents, and is trying to force a 
tax on the people of Saanich North against 
their will. “The people of Saanich North have 
spoken. As many people signed the petition 
to end the HST there as voted for Mr. Coell, 
but he doesn’t care. Perhaps a recall will get 
his attention.”   --Sue Stroud

Recall coming to Saanich North and the Islands
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SIHOTA & STARKEY
LAWYERS & NOTARIES

PERSONAL INJURY • ICBC CLAIMS
Family  •  Real Estate  •  Wills  •  Estates

FREE 1st Consultation • Standard Fees for Many Services

250-381-5111
1248 Esquimalt Road, Victoria

Diary of a mad trustee

John Heaney
Heenan Blaikie LLP

514-737 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1L6
Phone: 250-381-9599

Toll Free Fax: 1-866-615-8276
Email: jheaney@heenan.ca

Civil and Commercial Litigation, 
Labour and Employment Law

Administrative and Constitutional Law
Employment Litigation

Human Rights
Collective Agreements, Privacyi

Eden Haythornthwaite

It may well be that our means are fairly 
limited and our possibilities restricted when 
it comes to applying pressure on our gov-
ernment. But is this a reason to do nothing? 
Despair is not an answer. Neither is resigna-
tion. Resignation only leads to indifference, 
which is not merely a sin but a punishment.

-- Elie Wiesel 

By Eden Haythornthwaite
The new school year is here and again 

our top dogs tell us this will be a terrible year. 
I think I have heard this chant every year and 
to be fair every year it manages to be true. 

I am always amazed at the excitement 
this generates from those the ministry em-
ploys locally to nanny school boards through 
the next round of messy surgeries. They 
enjoy being right and they appear to relish 
the despondency their carefully ambiguous 
statements create. It is, I suppose, very grat-
ifying to be at the right hand of the powerful 
– possessing the most vital information – in 
the know, entrusted with the obvious details 
of spiralling cuts and closures, or advancing 
attacks on local governance. 

Heaven forefend the elected or those 
who pay the bills should possess any of this 
knowledge in good time.

I hate to break it to the ministry but 

very little of what 
occurs is actually 
surprising. They 
are not very good 
at creeping up on 
us (too noisy and 
of course there is 
all that AXE Body 
Spray) – trustees 
and most of the 
community are al-
ready entirely ac-
customed to the 
script – but what 
is missing so far 
is a more effective 
means to combat 
this cycle of doom 
and humiliation. 

I imagine the 
answer is to place 
more direction for public education in the 
hands of those who have some regard for 
its potential and merit. Our governments 
are distinctly hostile to public service of any 
kind – concerned as they are with punishing 
those who stubbornly insist on relying on 
such things.

It is the details which write the story – like 
tiny canaries brought back to the surface of 

and since we did not 
address the original 
appeal, we are now 
hearing from the new 
advocacy chair of the 
CVTLA who has in-
formed the board this 
situation has deterio-
rated further– a huge 
backlog of resources 
to support our kids 
learning with no fund-
ing to promptly distrib-
ute these materials to 
the schools. 

The most recent 
letter points out those 
books and other items 
which have been pur-
chased at great ex-
pense to the district 

now sit unused – wasted while teachers 
and kids wait. 

 Evidently forever if need be.
 This meeting we did try to come to grips 

with this – it is true this situation is a mere 
bagatelle compared with the overall needs 
which are not being met and have no hope 
of being tackled. Yes – I know that and so 
do we all. 

 After all, “Money does not grow on 
trees.” I had never actually internalized that 
particular truism so it always comes as a bit 
of a shock when someone decides to haul 
it out as an answer. Sounds like something 
my Uncle Harry would intone if his kids 
asked for a bike.

  But, two things come to mind. First, this 
particular area has a dramatic effect on all 
our schools and kids, and upon its resolution 
rests a good deal of the required elements 
of student learning. Second, as we have 
had dedicated knowledgeable educators 
take the time to expose the problem and 
influence our actions, we really should just 
illuminate the darkness before us even if we 
cannot light up the whole world. The board 
referred this matter to the next meeting while 
the cost of putting temporary assistance in 
the DRC to deal with the backlog is costed.

 It is a false economy to heap up great 
buckets of learning supports yet fail to sus-
tain the means to get these things to the 
people who need them. 

However, every bizarre decision has its 
purpose and it will not be long before the 
purpose behind this one will become clear. 

Though we had no opportunity to delve 
into the critical needs of the DRC before 
enacting budgets cuts, we agonized and 
lamented over possible reductions to senior 
staff – you may have thought we are a soci-
ety which has abandoned prejudice based 
on strata, but it is clear some are much 
more equal than others (with apologies to 
George Orwell).

The new school year has also produced 
a renewed round of concern regarding a 
trustees’ right or obligation to speak publicly 
about public matters. It would appear there 
is some contention about what our role is 
and who we are meant to be. In fact, some 
regard the elected folk to be “untermensch” 
– unprotected by the laws which provide 
everyone else with freedom to express 
their views. 

 Whether you read the BCSTA’s au-
thoritative Q & A guide or rely on the locally 
developed codes, all created within School 
Act directives, there is no question our role 
is primarily that of projecting the community 
voice and priorities in the context of public 
education. We are not merely a convenience 
for the ministry, a means to lend the sheen 
of democracy to decrees from Victoria.

  In addition, the deluge of propaganda 
which flows endlessly from the government  
telling us everything is just ducky is really 
just another form of opinion from a very 
biased and self interested source – hell, we 
even have to pay for it. There are no politi-
cal activists like the spokespersons for the 
government. 

It seems a soupcon dramatic to complain 
about one tiny blog like this one which in the 
scheme of things makes hardly a squeak. 
Amazing we will tolerate all manner of wild 
speculation and hyperbole from the govern-
ment as it feathers its own nest, amazing the 

district can issue releases to all and sundry 
bronzing the images for public consumption,  
but great care is prescribed for the minor 
players (that is you and I). 

 I am completely sanguine regarding 
the outpourings of others outside the board 
room protocols; love it or hate it,  you have 
to endure it. At least that is what I was taught 
and I am not going to renounce my care-
ful upbringing now. My colleagues would 
always be free in my view to approach their 
position and its duties out in the community 
as they see fit.

 Still I do believe all trustees can and 
should make their views clear and offer 
their own take on the state of the system. 
If you get yourself elected and then keep 
schtum, you may in fact be neglecting your 
responsibilities. No one in their right mind 
would ever think my whimsy represents 
some sort of official board pronouncement 
– chance would be a fine thing. At least I 
have the common decency to add my name 
to the stuff I produce so no one is ever in 
any doubt. 

 Some of this pressure originates from 
a conflation of private and public bodies – 
a confusion which is encouraged. Boards 
within business establishments do operate 
as little despotic kingdoms and god help 
you if you do not keep your mouth shut 
regarding any disagreements in those hal-
lowed rooms.

 However, public entities like school 
boards are different beasts. Imagine, if you 
can, a system where our elected members 
of provincial or federal opposition parties 
would be disallowed from sustaining their 
dissenting views in public once parliament 
had voted. Question period would be a 
dreary dawdle, more boring and dismal than 
paid programming featuring balding cures. 

 Anyway – just for clarity – I never 
speak for the board, not even if I am giv-
ing directions to the toilets, so if you have 
been confused up to now I apologise. It was 
not intentional. I will be adding this phrase 
to everything I write or utter including all 
family correspondence, public prayer and 
cheques.

Oh, yes, one last thing – I had the good 
fortune to visit with a trustee pal from Victoria 
this summer. Over the usual vat of tea, she 
regaled me with her experience while visit-
ing with the Minister of Education in June. 
Imagine my astonishment when I discovered 
the Victoria School Board was cheerfully 
welcomed (perhaps I am taking licence 
here) in its full glory – all nine of them into 
the minister’s office for a real good chinwag.

  I made sure I had heard correctly. I also 
confirmed the Victoria School Board trust-
ees were not particularly tiny before wonder-
ing aloud why Cowichan was instructed to 
send three trustees only. 

 The mystery remains. Some of us found 
it a bit stuffy to refuse to have all the trustees 
from this community sit down just once with 
the minister and speak our minds, but we 
were assured this was not going to happen 
no matter how much chocolate we brought 
with us. It is a riddle. Perhaps the last time 
Cowichan sent trustees, someone broke 
wind in the halls of the mighty. I know that 
would do it for me.

  It is of course entirely possible I am 
missing a piece here but I am satisfied to 
remain puzzled. I find it a bracing experience 
and a good thing too. However, if anyone 
out there can offer an explanation, feel free 
to remove my confusion. I love to hear from 
you anyway.

 So we are back to the grind – standing 
in locally for those who wish to reverse every 
advance our predecessors have tweezed 
out of the last 100 years. Yikes!!

 Onward and downward…

Back to the grind--onward and downward

the coal mine dead as doornails.
 In June 2009 after we passed 

that budget and brought it into force, 
our board received a communication 
from the advocacy chairperson for the 
Cowichan Valley Teacher Librarian 
Association. It was quite the pithy little 
message, informing us the budget had 
necessitated a serious cut to the hours 
of the Reception/Processing Clerk in the 
District Resource Centre. 

 As a result there would follow an un-
healthy delay in the delivery of print and 
visual resources to all our schools and, 
since there had been such deep cuts to 
the teacher librarians over the years, our 
schools were highly dependent on the 
Resource Centre. The letter continued 
– explaining to most of us for the first 
time -- at 7 hours a day, it took about 
4-6 weeks to process incoming materi-
als (the Resource Center processes 
15,000-20,000 books a year!!) and with 
the three-hour cut it would likely double. 
This is the entirely expected outcome of 
passing budgets without knowing how 
the district dovetails together.

 Rather like Jenga blocks – we yank 
away the little planks not really knowing 
what will tumble down because we do 
not fully comprehend what any particular 
job entails and what is connected to its 
function. The letter requested we review 
the decision. We never did.

 Well that was then – this is now 

 
LOOSE ENDS, by Don Easton, DUNDERN 
PRESS

 This is a shocking story of what goes 
on in the underworld.  The author was an 
undercover Mountie for 20 years.  He lets us 
see what he saw and what we would never 
want to see.

   --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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MacIsaac and MacIsaac
     Dan MacIsaac*    Deanna Lane
     Ron MacIsaac*      Laura Pringle    
                Certificate in Arbitration & 
                  Mediation, University of Windsor
             *Denotes Professional Corporation
  Personal Injury  ICBC Claims
  Family Law  Child Protection
  Wills and Estates

Free First Consultation
250-478-1131

2227 Sooke Road, Victoria

A FIELD GUIDE TO COASTAL FLOWERS OF THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, by P. Hudson, 
HARBOUR PUBLISHING

 This is a tiny 15 page full-color pocket book with eight flowers pictured to the page.  It 
is a handy dandy booklet to take with you for flower identification.

        --Ron MacIsaac

MUNICIPAL NEWS AND VIEWS

Robert G. Milne
Jawl & Bundon     FOURTH FLOOR
           Lawyers      1007 FORT 

STREET
       VICTORIA, BC  

V8V 3K5
TELEPHONE 250-385-5787
FAX 250-385-4364
EMAIL rmilne@jawlandbundon.com

By Dean Fortin
Greetings!
Fall is upon us – the days are shorter, 

the air is cool, and we return to the routine 
of work and school. It is hard to say goodbye 
to summer for another year, especially be-
cause summer in Victoria is really wonderful. 
Our city welcomes guests from around the 
world, festivals and markets animate our 
streets, and our parks and trails are put to 
good use – and this year was no exception. 

Victoria City Council also had a product-
ive summer, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to update you on two issues 
that dominated much of our summer: the 
purchase of two Travellers’ Inn motels for 
housing and the Johnson Street Bridge.

In July the city finalized its purchase of 
two former Travellers’ Inn properties – 120 
Gorge Road East and 710 Queens Avenue. 
These motels offer a great opportunity to 
protect and expand the range of housing 
options in our community, creating 75 units 
of desperately needed quality, affordable 
housing.

I must admit over the last few months 
there were times when I was worried we 
weren’t going to see this project through, 
but thanks to all our partners we were able 
to cross the finish line. Working with the 
Greater Victoria Coalition to End Homeless-
ness the city also received financial support 
for this project from the CRD, the provincial 
government and the federal government. It 
just goes to show what is possible when all 
levels of government work together.

But projects like these are more than just 
the funding figures, it is the operators who 

are the soul of the project – working day to 
day to support people and build community.

We are working with the Victoria Native 
Friendship Centre Society to manage the 
120 Gorge Road East site (now named 
“Siem Lelum” -- Salish for “Respected 
House”), as affordable housing for a mix of 
aboriginal small families, seniors and youth.  
Through the Centre’s broad array of servi-
ces, the Society will provide much needed 
social service, health, education and cultural 
supports to the Siem Lelum community. 

The Victoria Cool Aid Society will man-
age the Queens Avenue site (now known 
as “Queens Manor”) as permanent housing 
for persons who require a more supported 
environment in which to thrive.  Through 
Queens Manor, Cool Aid and other partner 
agencies like the Vancouver Island Health 
Authority will provide both on-site and com-
munity-based supports and services to as-
sist the region’s more chronically homeless.

Further, there are a number of projects 
that will open their doors this fall. The new 
purpose-built emergency shelter on Ellice 
Street, which also has 23 units of transitional 
housing, and the 44 units of supportive 
housing on Humboldt Street, is set to open 
in November. 

It is my sincere hope that these new 
units of supportive and affordable housing 
will make a difference in our community.

On another topic, what to do with our 
ageing Johnson Street Bridge dominated 
public discussion over the summer months 
– rehabilitate it or replace it.  After providing 
the public with a clear outline of each option, 
the city embarked on an extensive public 

consultation process. And we heard from 
thousands of residents. 

Between surveys, open houses, bridge 
tours, community presentations, and at-
tendance at public markets, we received 
thoughtful insight into how the community 
felt about this project. Finally, a representa-
tive poll done by Ipsos-Reid asked the com-
munity which option was preferred – and 
from that we got a clear mandate from our 
citizens.

A clear preference for replacement was 
indicated. Sixty-four percent of Victoria 
residents preferred replacement compared 
to 29% for rehabilitation – and over 80% 
found the replacement option acceptable. A 
survey of business returned a preference of 
over 3:1 for replacement over rehabilitation.

Stemming from this public engagement 
process, City Council voted to proceed 
with the replacement of the Johnson Street 
Bridge.

This is an extremely important project. 
Band aid fixes won’t do – the time has 
come for a significant investment in this vital 
transportation link. I am hopeful that this ref-
erendum will pass and we can move forward 
on building a new bridge that will serve our 
community well for the next century. 

The new bridge offers some exciting 
amenities that will ensure value for money. 
It will include on-road bicycle lanes, a multi-
use path, a dedicated pedestrian walkway, 
improved road approaches, a connection to 
a future harbour pathway, widened marine 
channel, and improved connections to the 
Galloping Goose and E & N trails. The new 
bridge will also be built to the highest seismic 

standard, ensuring the safety of the travel-
ling public and the protection of the asset 
in an emergency.

City Council is still working to secure 
funding for the rail portion of the bridge 
from other partners in the region and the 
provincial government. The decision to 
exclude rail from the bridge was not taken 
lightly – but it was felt that the rail service 
is truly regional and should not be borne by 
Victoria taxpayers alone. I remain hopeful 
that as a region we can commit to this rail 
crossing and secure the future of commuter 
rail, and the signals we have received so far 
have been very positive. 

But the public conversation on this 
project is far from over. Now we are about 
to embark on the next step in the Johnson 
Street Bridge project

This November, Victoria residents will go 
to the polls in a referendum to approve the 
necessary borrowing for the Johnson Street 
Bridge replacement project. The City of Vic-
toria is asking for the permission of voters 
to borrow up to $49.2 million. From my per-
spective, borrowing is the most responsible 
way to fund this project, rather than raising 
taxes or depleting reserve funds. 

The total cost of replacing the 86-year 
old bridge is $77 million. With the federal 
government contribution of $21 million and 
adjustments to other city projects we have 
been able to lower the borrowing amount 
required to $49.2 million. 

For more information please visit our 
website at www.johnsonstreetbridge.com 
and make sure you are ready to cast your 
vote on November 20, 2010.

Victoria mayor discusses housing initiatives, bridge project

By Marianne Alto
In an age where people are increasingly 

seeking out and sharing information in huge 
volume and massively diverse ways, we 
must open up our municipal government 
to include citizens, improve decisions and 
make information more transparent.

We want to know when something is 
happening, right now.  We want access to 
solid data and information to help us make 
personal and professional decisions.  We 
want to manipulate data and do our own an-
alytics.  We want to make up our own minds.  
We want to participate in the decisions that 
affect us, not be surprised by them. 

Recent local experiences with the John-
son Street bridge, homelessness on Pan-
dora Avenue, and the HST demonstrate that 
true engagement on important issues sig-
nificantly affects decision-making.  Failure to 
provide early, frequent and varied opportuni-
ties for citizens to comment lengthens time-
lines, costs money and creates divisions in 
our community.  Conversely, engaging those 
affected by a decision results in better and 
faster decision-making.  Citizens feel, and 
are, included, and the result is a high degree 
of “buy-in” to the final decision.

Given the opportunity, citizens will 
engage in their community.  According to 
Volunteer BC, one-third of the population 
of the City of Victoria volunteers.  That is 
an extraordinary statistic.  Our citizens care 
deeply for their community. 

But voter turnout statistics for our mu-
nicipal elections tell a different story about 
citizen engagement in governance.  In the 
2008 civic election, voter turnout in the City 
of Victoria was 27%, roughly equivalent to 
the 2005 results, but a four percent drop 
from 2002 results.

Technology today allows us to get news 
to the minute.  We can access that news 
from many different sources, allowing us 
as individuals to make up our minds about 
the story.  We have more opportunities to 
respond to and talk about the news, and 
push our own stories out there.  It’s a time of 
information immediacy, instant engagement.

With all this access, citizens are de-
manding more from their governments.  It 
should be no surprise to local government 
that allowing public participation just once 

every few years through the electoral pro-
cess makes people reject that process as 
inadequate and insincere.  Citizens engage 
in the moment, on the current issues, and 
will not wait to be invited in to the decision-
making tent, or be satisfied to join in just on 
election day.

We still want to hear from people who 
don’t have the latest gizmos, but with the 
technology that we have, public consultation 
can more universally be part of our regular 
local decision-making processes, and an 
ongoing part of governance. We can support 
both online discussion and engagement on 
key issues, along with traditional face-to-
face consultations.

Imagine that we have an upcoming 
council meeting on an issue of great inter-
est to many of our citizens.  Beforehand, we 
could host an online dialogue (a moderated 
“jam” session).  We could gain insight from 
this dialogue, report its content to the open 
council meeting, and use the results in our 
deliberations.

We could keep our citizens involved 
in what we are doing by using tools like 
Twitter and RSS feeds, hosting blogs and 
online conversations on critical issues, and 
encouraging day-to-day interaction with 
the city and its council.  We could make 
municipal data more easily accessible to 
our extraordinarily intelligent citizenry.  We 
can let citizens access and interpret data, 
do mash-ups and undertake analyses that 
ultimately help government.  New technol-
ogy tools can get and keep people engaged 
in their government.

Local government has the tools to more 
effectively and consistently engage citizens.  
Victoria uses some of them now.  But we can 
do much more.  

Given more access to information, 
citizens will understand and influence the 
tough decisions councillors make.  Coun-
cillors need to accept the risks that come 
with this, namely that citizens won’t always 
agree with decisions, or will steer decisions 
in new directions.  As a community, we need 
to accept that well-informed debate results 
in well-informed decisions.  We need to 
understand that hard decisions benefit from 
an investment in citizen involvement.  

Our kids will tell us that the electronic 

age has passed us again.  While we have 
adopted electronic transactions, and some 
online access points, we haven’t fully em-
braced the next steps and enthusiastically 
opened up our municipal government, en-
couraged public debate, pushed information 
out to keep our citizens informed, and taken 
full advantage of the remarkable tools avail-

able to us.  
But we can.  It just takes the willing-

ness to trust the citizens.  The risk: elected 
leaders give up some control.  The benefit: 
better, more inclusive citizen-engaged gov-
ernance for our beautiful city.

Marianne Alto is a candidate in the Nov-
vember 20 by-election for Victoria city councillor.

Citizen engagement, open government: Citizen Engagement, Open Government: The Time is Now

Ron reviews:
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Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331    FAX: 250-384-8381    Email: vlcbc@telus.net
The VLC,  representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area, 

holds its regular monthly meeting the third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm
at the BCGEU Auditorium, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik,  Treasurer; Kim Manton, Secretary

COMMENTARY

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats

Stay in touch! 
You can reach your executive 

by emailing President Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.com 
or by writing to Box 282

1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8T 2C1

By Bo Filter
Famed psychologist Alfred Adler wrote 

about neurotic behaviour and its relationship 
to a feature he called “fictional finalism”. In 
essence, falsely drawn conclusions lead 
to faulty or neurotic behaviour. Adler said 
that we tend to finalize our conclusions, not 
realizing that our premises and inferences 
are often faulty. Unaware of our errors, we 
have no sense of urgency to reassess and 
change behaviour. We stick with our conclu-
sions, and because they are not true, they 
enter the realm of fiction, thus the term 
“fictional finalism”.

In the Pentagon’s Department of Psy-
chological Warfare fictional finalism can be 
put to good use. Drumming up taxpayer 
support for profiteering in current and future 
invasions of other countries is bolstered by 
a public that has finalized the Pentagon’s 
fictional account of trumped up charges 
against a foreign state. The process in-
volved might be called the military art of 
fictional finalism.

The mechanics of fictional finalism 
appear to have been applied by the Bush 
administration on 9/11 with the help of 
psychological warriors from the Pentagon 
and public relations experts, of which there 
are hundreds of companies that vie for this 
kind of work. The fiction of foreign hijackers 
armed with plastic knives was finalized by 
Bush’s entrapping statement that you are 
either with us or you are with the terrorists. 
You either accept the plastic knife theory or 
risk being prosecuted as a terrorist. 

This classroom at a school in Haiti 
was replaced by a prefabricated shelter 
designed to withstand earthquakes and 
hurricanes So, fictional finalism can be used 
in bullying the public into going along with 
a preplanned fiction. Such fictions are pre-
texts implemented in real life by militarized 
states through carefully crafted catastrophic 
events. These earthquake-like political 
charades are designed to terrify people and 
make them vulnerable to the fictional final 
stamp of approval by the voice of authority 

like the president. Few are immune to such 
life-threatening ultimatums.

Without giving names, even left leaning 
scholars were terrified by Bush’s ultimatum. 
Many headed for the hills, remembering 
the mass murder of lefties by Hitler. Their 
pens went silent. They found themselves 
unable to read revealing books like Michael 
Ruppert’s Crossing the Rubicon or any of 
the well researched books by David Ray 
Griffin. When pushed to respond to rising 
criticism regarding their silence, several 
caved-in, fearing their reputations would 
be smeared and lost. So, they too began 
singing the hymn of Osama bin Laden and 
19 disciples. Subsequently, some have gone 
along with the character assassination of 
those bringing forward new revealing facts 
about 9/11 that they dare not acknowledge 
to themselves.

Scholars who have abandoned science 
for the Bush administration’s conspiracy 
theory, including fictional phone calls from 
airliners, as now acknowledged by the FBI, 
must restart from the beginning. For one, 
they need to provide examples of steel-
structured skyscrapers that collapsed at 
free-fall speed prior to 9/11due to fires. 
Such examples don’t exist. This fact alone 
is strong enough to re-waken or ignite some 
peoples’ curiosity. If skyscrapers can easily 
be brought down by fire, then no one would 
work in them. Their lives would be in con-
stant danger. Stories would be everywhere: 
“Don’t go into that building. Remember the 
skyscraper that suddenly collapsed last 
month from fire.” People would be reminding 
each other of fires and collapses constantly. 
Yet, the fiction on 9/11 continues.

Unfortunately, fictional finalism is made 
harder to undo because of two other psy-
chological mechanisms—the fear of being 
exposed as gullible and the fear of ostra-
cism. We don’t want to look stupid, that we 
are easily misled, so against all facts and 
new evidence people will set up a psycho-
logical Berlin wall to fend off attack against 
the Whitehouse conspiracy theory. Worse, 

no one wants to be singled out and ostra-
cized as a terrorist. This harkens back to the 
primal fear of being exiled from the pack and 
left alone in the jungle where one becomes 
easy prey to powerful predators. A dog 
pack mentality can be fomented because 
we would rather be lied to than left alone to 
defend for ourselves in a dark forest. So the 
fear of looking stupid and the fear of exile 
lend themselves to locking in finalism.

Finalism appears conclusive, eternal. 
Catastrophic events have been used by 
governments and tyrants in the past to 
mold public opinion, like Hitler’s burning of 
the Reichstag as a pretext to end civil gov-
ernment. Such catastrophic events divide 
conclusively, like a hot searing knife, the 
past from the future. 

The terrorist act of 9/11 was a molding or 
searing event, the exact type of machination 
and matching thesis for which Philip Zelikow 
received his doctorate degree. His career 
has been paid for by the military-industrial-
complex that is enriched by war and the 
fomenting of war by staged catastrophic 
events. In fact, Zelikow was executive 
director of the Thomas Kean commission, 
which rubberstamped the hijacker plastic 
knives conspiracy theory coming from the 
White House. 

How do we know this? Zelikow wrote 
the final report before the commission really 
got into gear, just as witnesses were being 
called for testimony. In other words, the 
plastic knives theory was pre-ordained by 
the Commission’s handlers—the Bush ad-
ministration. All the members of the commis-
sion, including Zelikow, were hand-picked by 
the Bush administration. Why would anyone 
expect to see a different conclusion than the 
media touted clan of mountain cave dwell-
ers, when the commission is run by the very 
same people who originated the theory? To 
contradict themselves would be to expose 
themselves.

The situation seems hopeless, but fic-
tional finalisms can unravel and heal. When 
people undergo treatment for neurosis, they 

have to be exposed to their own finalized fic-
tions. Becoming disillusioned is a key factor 
in healing, and being exposed to the facts 
sometimes can come from the most unex-
pected sources. The Bush administration 
conspiracy theory was weakened by none 
other than Vice-President Dick Cheney. On 
a 2006 Tony Snow program, Cheney admit-
ted that they never were able to “make the 
case” against Osama bin Laden. Tony Snow 
quickly tried to cover up this faux pas by 
correcting Cheney that he must have meant 
to say Saddam Hussein. Cheney thanked 
him nervously and they both laughed ner-
vously, then Snow immediately changed the 
subject to something entirely different. If the 
case had been made so concretely against 
either of Hussein or bin Laden, a few of the 
absolute facts would have rolled off the tip 
of their tongues. Instead they ran together 
figuratively over the hill into a valley beyond 
where the sensitive subject of who did 9/11 
would go out of sight from the audience.

Many facts are now coming to light and 
the first suspect of 9/11 Osama bin Laden 
has become the least likely candidate as 
revealed by comprehensive investigators 
and researchers on the subject. We need a 
genuine forensic crime scene investigation, 
which still has not taken place in the nine 
years since 9/11. Since the Bush govern-
ment became a suspect, we cannot expect 
federal authorities to initiate a genuine in-
vestigation. Neither will there be one coming 
from the Obama administration as they work 
for the same military industrial complex. 
Independent crime scene investigators 
and lawyers armed with forensic science 
will have to initiate a public judicial inquiry. 

When the truth of 9/11 is fully exposed, 
we will witness a mass healing to a signifi-
cant degree of a fictionally finalized mass 
neurosis. Disillusionment will be the key to 
this healing.

Bo Filter is an independent social scientist 
concentrated on applied psychology and author 
of The Cause of Wars and Aggression, www.
globaljusticepublishing.com

9/11 and the art of fictional finalism

By Jim Taylor
France has boldly gone where no na-

tion has gone before. On September 14, 
the French Senate voted 246 to one to 
ban face coverings. France’s lower house, 
its National Assembly, had approved the 
legislation in July.

International news media treated the 
law as if it dealt exclusively with Islam and 
women. That may have been France’s intent 
-- but it’s not what the law says.

The law simply prohibits people from 
covering their faces in public. It offers a host 
of exemptions for health, work, or safety. So 
motorcyclists and welders may still wear 
helmets. Construction workers may protect 
themselves from toxic dust. Surgeons may 
wear masks in operating rooms.

In fact, the law makes no mention of 
Islam. Nor of burqas, niqabs, hijabs, or 

chadors.
Burqas, a head-to-toe covering, and 

niqabs, which leave only a slit for the eyes, 
are now illegal. But so are the balaclavas 
favoured by punks robbing the local 7-11. 
As are the bandanas worn by violent dem-
onstrators to conceal their identity.

The hijab, covering only hair and neck, 
remains acceptable. So does the chador, 
which covers only the body.

I will probably get blasted from some 
quarters for saying this, but I think France is 
right. Even if it acted for the wrong reasons.

It’s entirely possible that France based 
its ban on racism and bigotry -- especially 
given their decision to deport the Roma, 
the gypsies.

Until recently, France was mainly white-
skinned. Not anymore. Immigrants from 
France’s former north-African colonies are 

predominantly darker-skinned. And Muslim 
-- upsetting the religious equilibrium in a 
predominantly Roman Catholic nation.

Inevitably, there’s a backlash from those 
who see the social standards they used to 
take for granted being eroded.

But although I suspect their motives, I 
support the French decision. It recognizes 
that cultural and religious practices often 
outlive their original purpose.

The burqa and niqab, for instance, are 
an accident of history, not an article of faith. 
The Muslim Council of Canada states flatly 
that they have “no basis in Islam”. Abdel Muti 
al-Bayyumi, of the Al-Azhar mosque council 
in France, asserts that nothing in Islamic law 
or the Qur’an requires a full-face veil.

Rather, they came because, in Moham-
med’s time, women were considered a 
man’s property. And not just in Islam. The 
Hebrew scriptures, the Christian Old Tes-
tament, also take for granted that women 
have rights only through the male head of 
the household. If the husband or father died, 
an unattached woman became a nobody.

To protect her, Hebrew law required the 
nearest male relative, usually the husband’s 
brother, to take the widow as his own wife, 
thus putting her under his protection.

In effect, the only safe place for a woman 
was secluded within her husband’s tent.

The burqa or niqab enabled the woman 
to take the tent with her.

Don’t scorn these notions. Vestiges 
linger, even in western society.

My mother, for example, always wore 
her long hair coiled in a bun. She let down 
her hair -- literally -- only when alone with 
my father.

Not long ago, women still covered their 
hair with hats when they went to church.

In my youth, girls rarely attended a prom 
without an escort. Unaccompanied females 
were considered fair game. (Some still are 
-- consider the gang rape in Pitt Meadows, 
with pictures of the crime being widely cir-
culated on Facebook.)

 Some of these social restrictions have 
largely been abandoned. Others haven’t.

 Before refrigeration, food inspection, 

and high-temperature dishwashers, Moses’ 
prohibitions on eating pork and mixing dairy 
and meat products would have dramati-
cally reduced trichinosis, salmonella, and 
botulism.

 Today, many of those dietary restrictions 
become meaningless. Many Jews ignore 
them -- just as many Catholics ignore the 
Vatican on birth control. But those edicts 
are still upheld as essential, a characteristic 
defining a particular people.

 Similarly, the Sikh turban, the Hindu 
bindi, become rallying symbols for the faith-
ful, whether or not they still make sense.

Customs -- including religious customs 
-- evolve from specific contexts. Problems 
arise when those customs don’t fit their new 
context; they become enshrined, untouch-
able, unquestionable, immutable....

 Traditional attire is no longer necessary 
to protect women in France or in Canada. 
But in Kandahar or Tehran, a woman might 
risk her life by appearing in a western bikini.

 I don’t see the French law discriminating 
against women. If anything, it favours them. 
A woman’s fine for wearing unlawful head 
covering is about $200. A man who forces a 
woman to wear a head covering can be fined 
$30,000 and spend a year in jail.

 And if a husband refuses to let his wife 
go out without head covering, as some fear 
might result, he can be charged with forcible 
confinement.

 Automobiles once had to be preceded 
by runners waving a warning flag or a lan-
tern. Victims of leprosy once had to clang 
bells and chant “unclean, unclean”. Priests 
used chicken entrails to divine the future.

 These practices seem ludicrous today, 
but in their time and place, they probably 
made sense. Fortunately, we have had 
enough sense to leave them behind.

 Even if they did it for the wrong reasons, 
France had the courage to expect its citizens 
to leave behind another outdated custom.

Copyright © 2010 by Jim Taylor. He writes a 
weblog which can be found at http://edges.cana-
dahomepage.net/

New times displace old traditions
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NDP should spark Tobin-driven anti-poverty campaign
By G.E. Mortimore      

Could this be the historic moment when 
we start making money by giving stuff away 
free?

I’m talking about a world-scale version 
of the reverse bargaining that happens 
in happy marriages. The more love each 
partner gives, the more he/she receives. 
It’s a spontaneous interchange.

Events in Windsor, Ontario suggest 
that a mutual-benefit sector of the political 
economy, characterized by a campaign to 
increase the volume of life-saving gifts to 
poor and troubled nations, is taking shape 
alongside the greed-and-grab realm of tra-
ditional capitalism.      

Ground Effects Ltd., a Windsor auto-
parts company that was squeezed by 
declining sales, revived its fortunes by 
manufacturing lightweight modular houses 
and schools for Haitian earthquake victims. 

“We had eight in Port-au-Prince when 
the earthquake happened, and all eight 
of them stood there without any damage,” 
company president James Scott told CBC 
News.

Now Ground Effects is rolling out 
shelters at top speed, working voluntary 
nightshifts and hiring more workers – in 
categories ranging from labourers to weld-
ers and robotic technicians -- to meet a 
backlog of orders.   

     
INSTANT SHELTERS

The shelters are fastened with wing-
nuts. Two unskilled people can put together 
a 35-square-metre shelter In two hours 
without power tools. 

Save the Children USA bought 30 units 
for Haiti. Aid organizations working with 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency want to buy 400 shelters a week. 
But the company at present strength can 
produce only 175. 

Enormous numbers of shelters are 
needed for flood victims in Pakistan. If 
Canada tooled up for large-scale production, 
the project could employ tens of thousands, 
plus thousands more spin-off workers to 
supply everything from additional groceries 
to bicycles.

Post-flood misery might cause nuclear-
armed Pakistan to break in pieces, so that 
a large part of the country became a base 
for attacks on the West.

An adequate flow of shelters and food 
could reduce the danger of such a remotely 
possible horror. At least it could help raise 
Pakistani living standards and create new 
markets for Canadian exports.            

In other words, Canadians could in-
crease our security and make money tomor-
row by giving stuff away today.

I believe the NDP should strive to ex-
pand the mutual-aid sector of the economy, 
and put more muscle into its push for anti-
poverty action.  

POVERTY: RELATIVE AND ABSOLUTE
Such action on a sufficiently large scale 

would amount to a genuine global poverty-
reduction program, as distinguished from 
the tiny token foreign-aid gestures that 
Canada and other rich nations continue 
to make.   

Ideally, hope of reciprocal return should 
not drive the anti-poverty campaign; but in 
the real world the selfish yearners are a blg 
bloc of votes. They (should I say “we”?) must 
be factored into all political calculations.  

From one point of view, “poverty” is a 
relative concept --  the widening gap be-
tween the privileged controlling elite and 
the poorer mass of people who are barely 
scratching out a livelihood.

But beyond relative poverty there is 
absolute poverty – such a lack of adequate 
food, clean water,  healthcare, addiction 
treatment and shelter from harsh weather, 
that people die of the shortfall.

Tens of millions of people in “developing” 
countries die from absolute poverty – includ-
ing a high percentage of children. Canada 
could help lower the death-toll by making 
generous gifts of food and shelter.

 
THE TOBIN SOLUTION

So far the money for the lightweight 
prefabricated buildings manufactured by 
Ground Effects comes from people who 
donate to helping agencies. But the dona-
tions plus Canadian government rescue 

efforts are too small and scattered to make 
much difference. 

If we are serious about creating jobs 
while relieving world poverty, we will mobi-
lize for job-creation and poverty-reduction 
as vigorously as the Allies mobilized to win 
World War 2. We will open a large revenue 
stream to finance and coordinate production 
at both the private-enterprise and public-
enterprise levels.

The “Tobin-Plus” (TP) tax can be that 
money-stream. The numbers must be 
carefully crunched, but a nearly painless 
levy of one half of one percent on currency 
arbitrage trading and stock-market gambling 
(an expansion of the proposal put forward by 
Nobel-prize economist James Tobin) might 
raise a trillion dollars (12 zeroes) per year to 
be divided 50/50 between global relief and 
national/provincial purposes.

Canada’s Parliament in 1999 passed by 
a large majority a motion by Lorne Nystrom 

This modular shelter is serving as a classroom for children in Haiti. Built by Ground 
Effects Ltd. of Windsor, Ont., the building survived the January 12 earthquake. 

       James Scott photo

of the NDP, then MP for Regina, voicing ap-
proval for such a financial-transactions tax.

But then-finance-minister Paul Martin 
of the Liberals later declared that it can’t be 
done. Arguably, “can’t” is a code-word for the 
unwillingness of the Liberal-Conservatives 
(who really are one party with two faces) to 
confront their chief sponsors, the financial 
corporations.

Since the collapse of the money-twisters’ 
paper pyramids triggered today’s US de-
pression and its world-wide consequences, 
orthodox opinion in Europe has warmed 
toward “Tobin-Plus”. A push by Canada 
could help TP happen.

Millions from a TP fund could be chan-
nelled into the large-scale manufacture 
in Ontario and BC of prefab houses and 
schools for slum-dwellers and victims of 
natural disaster, and the promotion of hous-
ing co-ops and the teaching of construction 
skills in target countries.

Until now, currency and stock-market 
gamblers have mainly had a free ride, while 
regressive sales taxes soaked the poor and 
the middle class.  

Anti-tax lobbyists, whose underlying 
motive arguably is “More for me and my 
friends, less for the poor”, fiercely oppose 
any increase in the net total of taxes.

Their slogan is “revenue-neutral”. They 
declare as a policy axiom that any tax in-
crease or any new tax (perish the thought) 
must be matched by a tax cut somewhere 
else.   

CONTRADICTING THE TAX-MISERS 
If we wish to launch a true campaign 

against absolute poverty world-wide, how-
ever, we must refute the tax-misers’ argu-
ment as the special-interest pleading that it 
obviously is.

“Tobin-Plus” is only a tiny levy on a sales 
volume of trillions. It is nearly painless. Yet 
it might yield a sufficient amount to make a 
dent on world poverty and leap right over 
the top of skinflint national and provincial 
budgets.

Step-by-step introduction of TP will tell 
us how well the real outcome lives up to this 
estimate of probabilities.      

My hunch is that a global anti-poverty 
campaign financed by TP will succeed, and 
reciprocal benefits will bounce back to donor 
nations, if/when massive public opinion is 
brought to bear on politicians, and large 

revenue benefits persuade the governments 
of reluctant countries to sign on. 

The successful launch of an anti-poverty 
industry could put to shame the sponsors of 
such failed campaigns as the war on drugs, 
which has touched off far more gangsterism, 
slaughter and suffering than the trouble 
caused by the prohibition of alcohol in the 
US in the 1920s and 30s. 

Part-success in poverty-fighting could 
inspire other international projects, such 
as the controlled legalization of marijuana 
and cocaine. 

LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
BC Premier Gordon Campbell, and 

his crew of privatizers and fundamentalist 
believers in the imaginary “free market”, 
could learn something from the story of 
the Ground Effects prefab-shelter factory 
in Windsor.

Campbell and Co. could (but probably 

The fantasy of unlimited pursuit of 
individual wealth and status-display is the 
accepted economic wisdom of the Liberal-
Conservatives. 

The relief of world poverty is a com-
monsense alternative. It means meeting the 
demand of millions of people for goods that 
will help them stay alive.      

The Liberal-Conservatives, by contrast, 
seek to stir up a demand that currently does 
not exist – a widespread demand in the rich 
world for wealth-display merchandise. 

PEOPLE-POWER AWAKENING
Research probably will show that in-

creasing numbers of people are tuning out 
the play-fighting between the two Lib-Con 
brands over such issues as gun registry and 
census forms. They are awakening to the 
folly of Lib-Con economic doctrine. 

People are beginning to see that – con-
trary to a long-held belief -- Lib-Cons are 
NOT the only competent political manag-
ers.  In fact they are incompetent and out 
of their depth.  

The best hope for the startup of a real 
anti-poverty campaign, and its reciprocal 
benefit, appears to be the election of NDP 
governments and NDP-influenced minority 
regimes.     

And yet, disturbing signs on the political 
horizon point to the danger that elements 
within the NDP are trying to push the party 
away from its historic role as political inno-
vator and advocate of social/environmental 
justice, and downgrade its membership 
into one more collection of bland Liberal-
Conservatives.      

Such a move would be like climbing 
aboard the Titanic after it had struck the 
iceberg. In BC, “bipartisan” policy would be 
like staying aboard and going down with 
the ship.

Today’s need is for inventive policy-
making to solve a global financial crisis at 
a watershed in history  – leadership of the 
kind displayed by Tommy Douglas when he 
launched public healthcare, and Dave Bar-
rett when he cleaned up a costly insurance 
mess and introduced public car insurance.   

If we are lucky, an uprising of members 
at NDP meetings will demand that the party 
work at full strength to build such strategies.   

- 
G.E. Mortimore, Ph.D. is a writer and social an-
thropologist based in Victoria.

won’t) brighten their dark image by push-
ing nationally for “Tobin Plus” as the key 
to global anti-poverty action. TP can make 
the tax system fairer, juice up the home 
economy and save lives world-wide. That’s 
a win-win.

Members of the Campbell crew, lacking 
the will and brainpower to invent and coor-
dinate, are limply attached to the policy of 
stringent public budgets linked with reckless 
private spending.   According to this belief, 
“recovery” depends on people buying more 
and more stuff on credit to show off in bigger 
and bigger houses.          
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By Tim Pheotist
In 1997 the world was introduced to 

Dolly the sheep. Dolly was the first cloned 
sheep to be brought to life, blinking at the 
laboratory lights of the Roslin Institute, 
Scotland.

She survived for six years – approxi-
mately 50% of the expected lifespan of a 
naturally conceived sheep – at least for 
those lucky sheep that avoid the mutton 
pie dish. 

Although the eventual untimely cause 
of her demise was arguably not a direct 
result of her immaculate conception, many 
scientists have observed characteristics in 
her genetic makeup that point to a less than 
satisfactory DNA map.

Dolly was an experiment. More than 250 
unsuccessful attempts were made before 
Dolly walked among us.

Further, while Dolly was by no means 
the first animal to be cloned, the method 
used to bring Dolly to the world is not felt to 
be efficient in scientific terms and traditional 
science has moved on. The science of clon-
ing is now far beyond the experiment that 
produced Dolly. 

But there is another scientific discipline, 
namely The Dismal Science. Further, its 
practitioners have been busy “researching” 
for the past generation and have produced 
a completely different type of sheep from 
Dolly.

Although traditional science has officially 
rejected the concept of cloning humans, our 
dismal scientists have been busily cloning 
away, using some of the oldest experiments 
known to man. Actually these experiments 
are more likely to be associated with 
witchdoctors than scientific doctors, for 
they resemble spells more than scientific 
theory – dismal or otherwise. The spells of 
disproven economic theory.

And what have our dismal scientists 
produced for the world to see: Sheep that 
look like humans!!

In Canada the chief spellmaster, by un-
happy chance, is also the country’s prime 

minister – Stephen Harper, MP. He’s a certi-
fied dismal scientist – an Economist!

Not without foresight, spellmaster 
Harper cloned himself many years ago. 
Examples of his relations abound in British 
Columbia, led by his own version of Dolly 
the sheep – Gordon Campbell, MLA.

One of the characteristics that doomed 
the method by which our Scottish Dolly 
came to the world, was the fear that the 
cloned genetic makeup was not entirely 
stable. So, no more Dollys have been cre-
ated by the original method.

Somehow the message didn’t make 
it to Mr. Harper in Ottawa. Thus, through 
Mr. Harper, Mr. Campbell et al, the conse-
quences of a failed cloning experiment and 
its instabilities, are now present within the 
DNA of Canadian society.

These defects and instabilities lead us 
to the big C – Capitalism! 

Cloned capitalism – unrestrained by 
tough and effective democratic opposition 
– is a Canadian social cancer.

The symptoms can be seen on the 
streets, in our families, in our schools and 
clinics. Canadians in the grip of an unrelent-
ing disease. The cancer of capitalism clearly 
brings less to society and to individual lives.

Cloned Capitalism disables the body 
of society and the bodies of its citizens. It 
cripples institutions and individuals, just as 
Dolly became crippled only half-way through 
her expected lifespan.

But, the cloning process has been so 
effective. Majorities of Canadians – at least 
those that attend the voting stations – like 
cloned sheep, truly believe that the big C is 
a positive and natural component of their 
DNA. Profit -- hasn’t it always been part of 
us, they cry? We’re not sick – our expecta-
tions are just too high. Teach us a lesson 
they beg shepherds Harper and Campbell.

Self flagellation of this type is a sickness 
born of denial and can only be induced by 
cloning a defective thought process – i.e. 
by propaganda.

The thought process has been well 

documented – long before modern medi-
cine. It’s a disease known as Laissez Faire 
– Free Marketitis. We might define it as an 
addiction to profit. 

Like an addiction to mind altering sub-
stances, the patient believes the “profit” is 
actually a life enhancing experience – thus 
more drug must lead to a better life. The 
benefit of course is illusory. The “risk” that 
is a natural component of the profit-drug is 
ignored until it’s too late. The profit “high” is 
soon consumed by the downside “risk” and 
the patient quickly passes.

Of course, the clone masters – our 
shepherds --  know what lies ahead for their 
progeny and must keep pumping an illusory 
concept of profit – often known as “jam 
tomorrow” in order that the sheep in their 
charge remain calm and in denial.

The opportunities to continue the sheep 
analogy seem to be obvious and endless, let 
alone further references to clones. However, 
certainly there is little sign that Canada has 
not chosen to model itself on the economic 
formula so carefully enacted, globally, by 
the United States. 

And Canada is the worse for it. Lowering 
standards of living. Rising debt. Uncertainty 
for an aging population. Diminishing educa-
tion standards. Profit based healthcare. 
Increasing homelessness – the list goes 
on. There is no rational argument proving 
that today’s profit based economies have 
improved the country or society or the world 
at large. 

Yet so many people believe they are now 
better served by their government’s laissez 
faire policies than when that government 
was planning and spending, without the 
profit priority, on social and physical infra-
structure, for generations to come.

In other words, clones and their cre-
ators expect little of the future, seizing the 
surpluses of the many for the consumption 
of the few.

Is there a cure? Chemotherapy to control 
capitalism?

The answer is yes. Today’s global capi-

talism relies on grouping bigger and bigger 
chunks of profitable interests. 

It also relies on organizing and con-
trolling labour resources. Today those 
resources are the general populations of 
sovereign countries. The governments of 
those countries are tasked with delivering 
the propaganda of capital groupings to their 
populations. 

The beginnings of a cure are found in the 
age old remedy of Trade Unionism. Our gov-
ernment, however corrupted by capital, can 
only organize a majority of voters, to remain 
credible. At least that’s today’s situation. 

The trade union movement has the 
ability to organize labour groupings, critical 
to the success of capital groupings. With-
out compliant labour, extreme capitalism 
doesn’t survive.

So, for the thinking worker (and for the 
convertible clone) remember, there is safety 
in numbers. It’s time to choose which flock 
to belong to. 

A) The thinking flock of trade unionists, 
led by democratically elected brothers and 
sisters – your colleagues and co-workers 
-- with the common interest at heart. 

Or
B) American and Canadian clones intent 

on stealing your labour, lives, and society for 
narrow, selfish and pointless profit. 

The correct choice is A. 
Now, more than ever, it is time to support 

your trade union. If there is no union in your 
workplace, find one outside and bring it in.

Vote for and support only political can-
didates that speak against big business 
and capital. 

Make no mistake. A cancer exists in 
Canadian society and is spreading fast.

Recognizing its nature and beginning 
treatment is critical to a fair Canadian future.

Have we really improved things since 
Dolly made the papers? It’s only been 15 
years and at the moment the clones seem 
to be winning.

So, at the next election, let the rule be:  
Spot a Capitalist Clone -- Vote It Out! 

Cloning in Canada

By Richard Priestman
Canadians paid $160-million per day in 

2009 in unnecessary interest on federal, 
provincial and municipal debt. These costs 
are reflected in taxes, fees, cut-backs in 
public services such as education, health 
care and support services and deterioration 
of infrastructure such as roads, sewers, 
water lines and affordable housing.  This 
amounts to a little under $5 per day for every 
man, woman and child in the country.  For 
a family of four that’s about $20 per day or 
$140 per week, every week, all year long.  
Think of what could be done with $160-mil-
lion to alleviate poverty – and then think of 
having $160-million every day.  

The share of these costs carried by 
the people of British Columbia amounts to 
$21.6-million, which is still a little under $5 
per day for every person in BC.

You are probably thinking, this guy 
must be crazy.  Where does it say it cost 
$160-million per day to pay the interest on 
the public debt?  If we have that much debt 
we must have been spending like drunken 
sailors (with apologies to sailors). Well, we 
weren’t spending like sailors – drunk or so-
ber -- but our politicians were spending like 
irresponsible, badly informed guardians of 
the public purse.

How did we get into such a mess?  Not 
by living beyond our means as some would 
say.  Unemployment insurance, welfare 
programs, old age pensions and hous-
ing programs made up only about 15% 
of the debt.  The real culprit in the debt’s 
astronomical rise was not social programs 
but high interest rates, made more galling 
because the government (both Liberal and 
Conservative) could have borrowed from its 
own bank at near zero cost instead! 

If our government had been using its 
own Bank, the Bank of Canada, as it should 
have for the past 35 years we would not 
be in this situation.  From 1867 to 1974 
the accumulated federal debt amounted 
to $18-billion, and during that time we paid 
for two world wars and other smaller ones, 
built the trans-Canada highway, contrib-
uted to construction of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway, built housing, provided funds for 
our veterans to go to school, brought in the 
Canada Pension Plan and made Medicare 
a national service.

In 1974 the government, which had 
been borrowing from the Bank of Canada 
since 1938 at near zero interest, decided 
to borrow less from its own bank and more 
from the private sector at market rates of 
interest.  The result was a huge increase 
in federal debt from $18-billion in 1974 to 
$588-billion by 1997, with a total debt for all 
levels of government of over $900-billion – a 
3000% increase in just 23 years.  By March 
31, 2009, federal government interest bear-
ing debt stood at $710-billion, but by 2015 
the deficits will bring that up to $868-billion.  
Federal debt charges, currently at $31-bil-
lion, will grow accordingly and based on 

previous figures the total debt charges for 
all levels of government will be about double 
the federal charges.

Where does all this information come 
from?  It comes from Statistics Canada 
Canadian Economic Observer, Historical 
Statistical Supplement and from the an-
nual financial reports of the government of 
Canada.  

The federal government can reduce the 
interest paid on public debt by borrowing 
from its own Bank at near zero interest, and 
to prevent the creation of too much money 
and control inflation it can bring back the 
statutory reserves.  This would lead to a 
reduction in the profits of the commercial 
banks and less income for holders of gov-
ernment bonds, but most Canadians would 
benefit.  

So, why aren’t we doing this, you ask?  
Government’s indebtedness to private fi-
nanciers gives that sector undue influence 
on government policy, leading to decisions 
which benefit the interests of the private 
sector foremost rather than that of the com-
munity as a whole.  Our federal government 
is up to its neck in debt ($710-billion) and 
when you owe that much it’s not so hard to 
choose between the wants of your creditors 
and the wants of ordinary Canadians.   

You may have wondered why our gov-
ernment ignored the widely supported prison 
farm protest and public opinion which had 
the support of “experts” as well as obvious 
common sense.  One could ask, who is run-
ning this ship anyway?  In fact, Harper did 
not ignore people, i.e. the people he counts 
as his supporters.  He does care what the 
community wants, i.e. his community of very 
wealthy corporations and banks.  

To reduce the influence of the private 
sector and to save taxpayers billions of dol-
lars every year we should only elect federal 
politicians who support using the Bank of 
Canada for financing public debt to invest 
in public services and infrastructure.  
Unfortunately, none of the parties currently 
holding seats in Parliament will talk about 
this.  Recently however, the Green Party 

adopted a general statement of support for 
the Bank of Canada and two other parties, 
the Canadian Action Party and the Christian 
Heritage Party, have policies supporting 
use of the Bank to finance public debt.  The 
Conservatives have made it clear that they 
want smaller government and therefore are 
not interested in using the Bank to finance 
investment in public services and infra-
structure.  The Liberals could have used 
the Bank of Canada to reduce debt in the 
1990s, but instead Paul Martin as finance 
minister drastically reduced services by 
cutting transfer payments to provinces for 
health care, education and infrastructure. 

The biggest disappointment for me is 
the NDP which adopted a resolution in 1995 
supporting use of the Bank in this way, but 
has ignored it ever since it was adopted.  
Nevertheless we continue to write to them 
on this and hope they will come around.  It’s 
essential to get people in Parliament who 
are committed to this and if none of the party 
representatives will support it then we must 
find independent candidates who will.  

The only way out of the mess we are 
in and get adequate support for public ser-
vices, job creation and reduce poverty is to 
use our public bank, the Bank of Canada, 
for financing public debt.  To attempt to pay 
down existing debt from earnings will only 
impoverish us and our children, our grand-
children and their children’s children.  

There is no alternative to having 
enough politicians in parliament who 
support using our central bank, the 
Bank of Canada, to carry public debt 
for investment in public needs and re-
instating the statutory reserves.  We will 
not overcome poverty as long as we are 
spending $160-million per day in interest 
on public debt.                             

Richard Priestman is a member of the Com-
mittee on Monetary and Economic Reform,                                                         
Kingston Chapter

Overcoming poverty in Canada?
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Elmer from Tsawout feels the warmth of the solar panel.

Mavis Underwood examines a variety of crops in the greenhouse.

Photostory by Heather Tufts.

“T’Sou-ke Nation wishes to lead the way 
and demonstrate how sustainability can be 
achieved once again using the power of the 
sun, wind and sea.” --  Chief Gordon Planes

T’Sou-ke First Nation is nestled on the 
shores of the Sooke Basin and whenever 
the sun shines on the community it offers 
more than pleasant warmth and rippling 
rainbows in the river. Dazzling solar reflec-
tors are the showcase of the largest solar 
energy project in British Columbia where 

The power of T’Sou-ke: a cultural renaissance

a small indigenous community is leading 
the way in sustainable energy production, 
cultural restoration and food security.

 It all began in February 2007 when the 
band began a community visioning pro-
cess about becoming a self-sufficient and 
autonomous village. The major challenge 
was planning an alternative energy system 
but it was understood early on that food 
independence and cultural revitalization 
were also key components in the vision. 
Community-based participation, the key to 
success, was initiated from its inception and 
resulted in a strong, culturally-based vision 
statement.

 “What came was an understanding that 
we needed to become as self-sufficient as 
possible in food, energy and culture,” said 
solar project director Andrew Moore. Thus 
the solar energy project that ensued also 
became the catalyst for strengthening the 
community in other ways.

Their solar energy initiative is a testa-
ment to endurance, good planning and com-
mitment since there were many challenges 
along the way. Yet today T’Sou-ke Nation 
is producing enough clean energy with an 
impressive 75Kw Photovoltaic Array that 
has the capacity to sell surplus energy back 
to the BC Hydro grid. This green energy 
source not only embodies the potential of 
self-determined First Nations to gain control 
over power, but could serve as a positive 
example to neighbouring municipalities in 
order to mitigate the impacts of climate 
change.

 Autonomous systems of panels that 
are not connected to the grid were also in-
stalled, which store the excess solar power 
produced during sunlight hours. Aside from 
powering all their administration buildings 
they have so far installed 38 solar hot water 
systems on houses resulting in significant 

monthly savings for families. 
The community would eventually like 

to introduce wind or tidal power but in the 
meantime they are coupling their proj-
ect with education and incentives about 
community-based energy conservation, 
recycling and composting led by a team of 
young eco-warriors.

 “We should all use the gifts our creator 
has given us and reduce our dependency 
on fossil fuels,” said T’Sou-ke Chief Gordon 
Planes who is certainly walking the walk.

 Chief Planes and the community are 
very keen to seek and capitalize on training 

and economic development opportunities 
this new technology brings to the nation, 
which was once dependent on collapsing 
forestry and fishing industries. The transition 
to solar power independence has returned 
a sense of purpose and self-esteem to the 
reserve, especially since the installation 
and related tasks were carried out by band 
members. 

Assembly of First Nations National Chief 
Shawn Atleo was so impressed by the re-
cent accomplishments at T’Sou-ke that he 
commented, “Let’s grow this initiative out. 
We need all First Nations to come together,” 
and the extraordinary potential of this idea 
has already been seeded.

 So far six other First Nations in remote 
areas of British Columbia including the 
Tsawataineuk First Nation at Kingcome Inlet 
and the Xeni Gwet’in in the Nemaiah Valley 
have reached out for consultation. T’Sou-
ke Nation will therefore visit some of these 
communities to teach about their process 
of transition to self-sufficiency and cultural 
renewal; thus one successful community 
can help promote change elsewhere.

 “This project will be community driven 
with various educational materials created 
for different levels of learning and ages, 
from youth to elders. The educational ma-
terials will be designed by T’Sou-ke Nation 
members.”--T’Sou-ke Nation Smart Energy 
Group.

 On a warm August day this sum-
mer, a group of 18 band members from 

revival programs. 
T’Sou-ke band members welcomed their 

guests following traditional protocol and 
proudly presented their accomplishments 
that are deeply embedded in traditional 
values. Their cultural restoration opportunity 
became an integral part of transitioning the 
community and is housed in a building that 
is entirely powered by solar! Gatherings in 
the community are now much more com-
monplace where members are re-teaching 
each other traditional skills in a myriad of 
cultural arts and crafts.

They have attracted participants from 
other reserves such as Pauquachin, Penela-
kut, and Dididaht in the spirit of sharing skills 
while master-carver Victor Newman has 
become one of the mentors on a regular 
basis. A sense of place and connectivity 
with each other has been restored and hon-
oured through story telling, art and cultural 
gatherings.

 Surrounded by weavings, carvings, Co-
wichan-style knitting, Salish art and amazing 
cedar baskets reminiscent of earlier days, 
T’Sou-ke’s Linda Bristol described the art 
and culture revival initiative to members of 
Tsawout First Nation. The room was filled 
with warmth, laughter, and a strong sense 
of community pride which enriched the privi-

foods to lessen the impact of diabetes and 
other health issues that resulted from fast-
paced modernity. 

 Members are teaching each other 
about healthy diets and many are begin-
ning to replace saturated fats with healthier 
choices such as fruits and vegetables. The 
garden and greenhouse which is only in its 
second year is still a work in progress, but 
the program has provided satisfying and 
healthy employment for those who tend 
the garden. Although a limited portion of 
the produce is sold, the crops are primarily 
provided to the community as a means of 
local food security. But on this day the fresh 
garden air echoed stimulating conversation 
between two nations which face similar chal-
lenges about healthy living, coupled with a 
little food tasting.

That such a small indigenous community 
should become regional leaders as a sus-
tainable community is no small accomplish-
ment. The vision is progressive by initiating 
conservation for the next seven generations; 
inclusive with everyone having a role or 
task; and creative with innovative children’s 
eco-camps and even Toby the eco-dog! An 
artistic challenge tree has been created 
where people share their ideas of how to 

Tsawout First Nation 
in Saanich visited the 
T’Sou-ke community 
to participate in a tour 
of the solar project, 
community garden and 
to learn more about 
their evolving cultural 

leged experience of learning how T’Sou-ke 
is strengthening cultural values, traditions 
and language through social gatherings.

Linda Bristol told us that their success 
can be attributed to supportive leader-
ship and extensive participation by band 
members including youth ambassadors, a 
truly cooperative venture. On this special 
day two nations shared their stories and a 
meal in a gathering of mutual respect and 
understanding with a palpable sense of 
grounded optimism.

Tsawout visitors enjoyed strolling 
through the community gardens and were 
impressed by the variety of plants that 
had been cultivated there including fruits, 
vegetables and medicines. The organic 
garden is completely run by T’Sou-ke band 
members who are learning about healthy 

        Please turn to T’Sou-ke on page 19

Chief Gordon Planes sings a traditional song in one of the T’Sou-
ke canoes.



Page 18   October/November 2010 The Lower Island NEWSCOMMENTARY

conserve energy while motivated children 
race solar powered model cars on the rez.

All the while nine young trainees are 
teaching about conservation and eco-
systems both to their own community and 
by reaching out to local schools. T’Sou-ke 
First Nation has evolved into an excellent 
role model for the children of Sooke and 
elsewhere while being a fine example of 
pro-active, progressive and participatory 
governance.

“The connection of Coast Salish culture 
to environmental education to T’Sou-ke Na-
tion will be accomplished through several 
steps. These steps will include research 
and educational material design as well 
as running different awareness programs. 
These steps will lead to a traditional com-
munity event, focusing on Coast Salish 
traditions by incorporating storytelling with 

Linda Bristol explains the Arts and Culture Restoration Project.

an environmental theme.”-- T’Sou-ke Nation 
Smart Energy Group

 The solar energy initiative is inspiring 
enough but what has evolved as a by-
product is even more remarkable: the com-
munity has acquired the capacity to plan 
for its future while returning to its traditional 
roots. There is a strong sense of empower-
ment and renewal at T’Sou-ke resulting from 
a participatory, sustainable and culturally-
determined plan. 

When the ceremonial drums beat in 
T’Sou-ke they are the collective heartbeat 
of a nation that is protecting Mother Earth 
for future generations.

To view more photos of the Tsawout trip to 
T’Sou-ke visit the photo gallery at http://www.
tsawout.com/ 

The power of T’Sou-ke, continued from page 17

 By G.E. Mortimore
Why pay $2 for a bottle of water at the 

store? A jugful from the home tap is equally 
pure or better. It costs one tenth of a cent.     

Much of the brand-name water bottled 
in Canada and the US is drawn from public 
water pipes and sold at mark-ups of 500 
percent and upward.

Yet as many as a billion bottles a week 
fly off the store shelves in the US and 
Canada.      

A small Australian town that outlawed 
the sale of bottled water provides an answer 
to this human-behaviour puzzle.

Bundanoon, New South Wales, popula-
tion 2,500, voted the ban in a town meeting 
and in council, after a bottling company ap-
plied to pump up millions of litres from the 
local aquifer, or underground water pool. So 
Wikipedia tells us online.

The aquifer is now protected from com-
merce.  Bundanoon people can drink at 
public fountains and fill up reusable bottles 
at public water dispensers. 

Toxic damage from discarded plastic 
bottles was among the worries driving “Bun-
dy on Tap”, the citizen group that mobilized public opinion The six stores in “Bundy” now 

sell reusable bottles at a low price. 
It was a gross commercial threat to 

Bundanoon’s limited water supply that 
awakened people to the damage caused by 
bottled-water marketing and triggered the 
town’s water-defence rebellion... 

Rebellion can also happen on a larger 
scale. In Cochabamba, Bolivia, a city of one 
million, public anger drove out a commercial 
consortium that had taken over the water 
supply on orders from the World Bank.    

Rejection of the idea that water can be 
channelled into profit-making use is the 
connecting thread between Cochabamba 
and Bundanoon.  Arguably, commercializing 
water is a silly notion, because water is sec-
ond only to air as a public “good”, necessary 
for staying alive.

Maude Barlow of the Council of Canadi-
ans, Canada’s largest citizen organization, 
keeps reminding us that water equals life, 
and therefore must be guarded against 
predators and made universally available.

(For a suggested method of financing 
the step-by-step buildup of a global sup-
ply of clean water, see “NDP should spark 
Tobin-driven anti-poverty campaign”, in this 

Defending the right to water

issue of Lower Island News.  The method 
suggested there for financing the supply of 
shelter could also finance the step-by-step 
buildup of a global supply of clean water.)    

But enforced privatization of water in 
poor, distressed countries is orthodox wis-
dom at the World Bank. 

Bolivia suffered years of military dicta-
torship, with corrupt economic mismanage-
ment that crushed the poor and failed even 
in its aim of benefitting the home-grown 
wealthy class while soothing foreign trad-
ers and the embassies of powerful nations. 

Privatization was the answering require-
ment when Bolivia’s new “democratic” 
regime sent the World Bank a panic call to 
renew a life-saving loan. The answer was 
“Privatize, or no loan.”

Masses of Bolivians took to the streets 
in protest when the new commercial own-
ers of their water supply imposed rate hikes 
averaging about 40 percent, and announced 
that they would cut off anybody who didn’t 
pay. In a country where the minimum wage 
is $70 a month, people had to pay $20 a 
month for water.

Homeless street children, sweatshop 
workers, peasant irrigation farmers, street 

vendors and university students joined the 
shouting mobs at the street barricades. Sol-
diers fired shots; many people were injured 
and some killed. 

“Water wars” made Bolivia cancel its 
40-year contract with the water consortium, 
guaranteeing 15 percent annual profit. Wa-
ter returned to public ownership.

In Bundanoon and Cochabamba 
a shock and a squeeze inspired people to 
begin changing the world. Those two names 
could strike musical notes in some future 
Whole-Earth anthem, a rousing song of the 
kind recently suggested by Guy Dauncey 
in Econews. An updated version of the 
Internationale might be worth considering.

It will take a super-painful shock to make 
us re-examine the conventional doctrine 
of never-ending economic growth, which 
requires us to buy, sell and show off more 
and more stuff and treat every human need, 
including water, as a market commodity. 

Wayne Ellwood confronted this problem 
in a recent issue of the New Internationalist 
magazine. Ellwood harked back to Charles 
Darwin’s battle against orthodox thought 
when Darwin laid out the scientific theory 
of evolution and nullified the false notion 
that life was unchangeable because it was 
divinely inspired.

Will we follow Ellwood’s advice, and 
demolish the current “great sustaining 
myth” of perpetual economic growth on a 
planet already stressed to the limit of hu-
man survival within biological nature? If we 
feel a sufficiently painful shock, maybe we 
will awaken. 

Bundanoon, a small Australian town of 2,500 people, voted to outlaw the sale of 
bottled water after a bottling company applied to pump up millions of litres of water.

In Cochabamba, Bolivia, a woman con-
fronts the militia. Masses of Bovilians 
took to the streets to protest privatiza-
tion of their water supply.

Razan Zuayter, founder of the Arab 
Group for the Protection of Nature (APN), 
will speak in Victoria on Tuesday, October 
26.

As president of APN, Zuayter initiated 
the “One Million Tree Campaign” which 
successfully raised the funds to replace the 
one million trees destroyed by Israelis in 
Palestine before 2008. Trees are still being 
destroyed and APN is now working on its 

with farmers in Lebanon. The war of 1982 
interrupted her work when her field area was 
occupied by pro-Israeli forces; she moved 
to Amman in 1983.

Through the past 10 years Zuayter 
had been working on the rehabilitation and 
protection of natural resources in Jordan 
and Palestine, as well as advocating 
globally and spreading awareness locally 
on environmental issues, particularly in 
conflict zones.

She and APN are active in the Jordan 
Environmental Network and the Internation-
al Union of Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
based in Switzerland. She is on the board 
of the Jordan national committee of IUCN; 
she is also a member of the International 
Planning Committee for Food Sovereignty, 
a Rome-based umbrella group of NGOs and 
social movements.

The primary mandate of the APN was, 
and still is, the livelihood of Palestinians 
through the protection of the environment, 
food security and agricultural sustain-
ability in both the West Bank and Gaza. 
Zuayter says that these issues are insepa-
rable from self-determination for Palestine. 
APN focuses on to the rehabilitation and 
sustainability of natural resources in Arab 
countries suffering from wars and conflicts, 
especially Jordan and Palestine.

Zuayter will be speaking at a major 
international conference on boycotts, 
Divestment and Sanctions, in Montreal 
October 22-24 before coming to Victoria. 
She speaks with knowledge, passion and 
commitment on these issues which connect 
peace, the environment and human rights. 

She will speak at 8 pm on Tuesday, 
October 26 at the BCGEU Auditorium, at 
2994 Douglas St. Admission by donation 
will assist the APN’s programs. Information: 
bbcf@bbcf.ca

Palestinian activist will speak in Victoria

“Second Million 
Tree Campaign”.  

A P N  w a s 
established as a 
member-based 
non-profit organi-
zation by people 
concerned with 
the protection of 
the environment 
and the natu-
ral resources in 
Arab countries 
against all haz-
ards including 
the destructive 
impacts of wars 
and foreign oc-
cupations.

Zuayter is an 
exiled Palestinian who cannot return to her 
homeland. APN is based in Amman and 
works with groups inside the West Bank and 
Gaza. She speaks widely at international 
conferences on the issues of conflict, food 
security, environmental destruction and con-
flict resolution.  She has initiated the planting 
of trees in Jordan and convened meetings 
and action on the dangers of Genetically 
Modified Organisms.

She received a Bachelor of Science and 
a Master of Science in Agriculture from the 
American University of Beirut. She was the 
first woman agriculturist to work in the field 

Razan Zuayter at the 
World Social Forum in 
Nairobi. 

Teresa Wolfwood photo
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By Diane Walsh
During the tragic 2010 Flotilla attempt 

to bring humanitarian supplies and political 
goodwill to the people of Gaza, Ken O’Keefe 
was taken prisoner and beaten up by the Is-
raeli army. This has now confirmed by the most 
recent United Nations Human Rights Council 
report found at http://to.ly/7bXO.  

On May 31, 2010 O’Keefe was on board 
the Turkish ship, the Mavi Marmara, part of the 
Gaza Freedom Flotilla, aiming to break what 
is deemed to be the illegal Israeli blockade 
of Gaza. Whilst the Mavi Marmara was still 
in international waters, Israeli commandos 
stormed it from the air and by boat. O’Keefe, a 
former Marine, and one of several activists who 
risked their lives, disarmed two of the Israeli 
raiders. He was able to safely remove one of 
their guns and yet, once it was in his hand, he 
did not fire back.  Instead he chose the path 
of non-violence, despite the whole ship being 
under siege and the Israeli army clearly having 
orders to kill.  

The Israeli forces killed nine activists in the 
process of seizing the ship. 

All communications to the outside world 
were severed and [nearly] all evidence was con-
fiscated. It was just good luck and chance that 
any video footage whatsoever was smuggled 
out. Go to www.culturesofresistance.org to see 
video of the attack on the Mavi Marmara. 

For his resistance to this illegal attack Ken 
O’Keefe was detained in Israel by the Israeli 
military and was severely assaulted with a baton 
over the head. He bled profusely. 

Victoria rises to the occasion
ibility as-a-nation-intent-on-preserving-resolution further in doubt and add to the pot being 
stirred. AFP http://to.ly/7bYk on September 30, published an article out of Dubai titled, 
“Mossad ‘issued death threats’ to Dubai police chief”. It says, “Dubai’s police chief said he 
has received death threats from Israel’s spy agency Mossad linked to his role in uncovering 
details of the assassination of a senior Hamas leader, a report said on Thursday.”

In line with this discussion, Jonathan Cook’s most recent article, out of Nazareth, Je-
rusalem, http://to.ly/7bXa discusses the reasons for the possible scudding on the part of 
the Israeli government.  It offers a concise overview of the current state of affairs in Israel 
with respect to Palestinians’ refugee status.

Others have also been ringing the bell. On May 15 of this year, Elvis Costello, the musi-
cian, indicated that he would withdraw from a concert to be performed in Israel in opposition 
to Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. In a current statement on his website, Costello says, 
“It has been necessary to dial out the falsehoods of propaganda, the double game and 
hysterical language of politics, the vanity and self-righteousness of public communiqués 
from cranks in order to eventually sift through my own conflicted thoughts.” Costello’s album 
National Ransom comes out in autumn 2010. 

What’s the road ahead? Water travel!  In the next few months there will be another 
aid flotilla to Gaza according to www.freegaza.org, which will include a ship leaving from 
Canadian shores. The people behind www.canadaboatgaza.org are in the process of rais-
ing $300,000 to organize and crew the Canadian ship with assistance forthcoming from 
both Jewish and Arab organizations, associations in Quebec, unions, student groups, and 
churches. Their aim is to break the blockage and enable free trade to Gaza. This effort is 
entirely synchronized with Ken O’Keefe and his message to people willing to listen.  

“My overriding message has been and will continue to be that we, people of conscience, 
are the ones that make the biggest difference, either through our inaction or in direct ac-
tion,” says O’Keefe.  “I have love for all people, even my enemies. But I mean to work with 
the people who are serious, disciplined, intelligent and ready to act.  We are the ones that 
will decide whether our world descends further down the path towards a third World War, 
or along the path of sanity, truth, justice and peace.”

Aloha Palestine! The world is irrevocably changed
A commentary on Palestinian human rights

It’s been suggested that perhaps the Israeli commanders felt humiliated by O’Keefe’s 
actions and the grandiosity of the Mavi’s courage in face of imminent danger. The world at 
large -- on the contrary -- seems to be applauding O’Keefe, particularly in Victoria, where 
he recently did a talk. 

Speaking at a single event in BC’s capital on September 30, at the BCGEU building 
on Douglas Street, accompanied by his mother and his film crew from www.salem-news.
com, O’Keefe came to Victoria outside his scheduled tour in the Pacific Northwest, rather 
spontaneously, with the logistical assistance of Mavi Marmara activist Kevin Neish and 
others keyed into the need to make the Canadian connection. See http://to.ly/7bZn for 
more information about the on-going tour. 

It’s worth noting that although the Canadian customs officers interviewed him and his 
company (there were three in total) for 45 minutes, in the afternoon of September 30, he 
was treated courteously and respectfully and he made his entry. Equally, as many will 
recall, BC resident Kevin Neish was released from an Israeli prison last June to a warm 
welcome at Victoria airport.  

Safe trade opportunity with Gaza will make a difference 
With such a sensible and progressive message, it would make sense, wouldn’t it, that 

Ken O’Keefe is becoming an increasingly high-profile social justice advocate with a growing 
following. Believing that the crux of the movement should be [and is, in his mind at least, 
as one of the leaders of the Free Gaza Movement] a focus on port entry; he has founded 
ALOHA PALESTINE, www.alohapalestine.com, a formidable initiative, seeking to not only 
break Israel’s blockade but insist that a port of Gaza be legitimated.  That is to say, a port 
be opened using International Law, and under the world’s eye, for the enablement of safe 
and fair trade.  His aim is to bring about a dynamic flow of trade goods so that the region 
and Palestine people may prosper and live better in dignity and comfort.  How can you 
argue with that?  

In his Victoria talk, O’Keefe described how he is now in the process of organizing an-
other relief effort to take place in 2011, including a new ship. There is a DVD available on 
the early developments on www.worldcitizen.uk.net.  

O’Keefe described how he came to this point, saying that after the experience of serv-
ing in the US Marines in Iraq during Gulf War I, he had a sort of epiphany.  Upon seeing 
the imbalance in the way people live and the rights they have, something pushed him, a 
sort of heightened awareness set in, which led him to embark on a different, more worldly 
path.  He renounced his US citizenship, and he took on Irish, Hawaiian and Palestinian 
citizenship.  He then became a “World Citizen”, printing it as a tattoo on his left hand.

Speaking for three hours at the BCGEU building, including an engaging question and 
answer segment, O’Keefe rocked the house.  It was clearly a pivotal moment in BC activ-
ism for the Free Gaza Movement. Of note, ICTV recorded the entire talk and presumably 
we’ll get to hear it on SHAW.

Representatives from CAIA VICTORIA attended and doubtless assisted with getting 
the message out that he was to be in town. 

Amidst the controversy ever present around any criticism of Israel being wrongfully 
and yet stereotypically labelled as tantamount to anti-Semitism and, further yet, with many 
Jews, forthright in their alliance with O’Keefe, it’s hard not to notice the increasing support 
for the movement against Israeli apartheid.  

Members of the audience openly discussed the issue of the subversiveness of meet-
ings which call into question the ethics of the Israeli government and the impact not only 
on Palestinians but on those who risk slander by defending them. Yes, a fear does exist, 
here, in good ol’ Canada, whilst we have a prime minister who does not even condemn the 
attack on the Mavi. For more information of this facet of the debate, go to http://to.ly/7c40

With the results of a United Nations investigation out this week, quite remarkably it needs 
to be said in the media that the claims of an atrocity on the Mavi Marmara are officially 
confirmed. The testimony of Kevin Neish and Ken O’Keefe, taken in separate interviews 
by English lawyers based in London, in accordance with the Turkish government’s request, 
were submitted, as were many other eye-witness accounts.  

By being able to point to executions by Israeli commandos aboard the Mavi Marmara, 
the 56-page UN Human Rights Council report has authoritatively described the series of 
Geneva Convention violations against the flotilla by Israeli military forces. Made up of the 
work from international judges and lawyers, it concluded the Israeli military’s attack on the 
Mavi Marmara was clearly unlawful. It ruled that a series of violations of international law, 

including international humanitarian and human 
rights law, were committed by the Israeli forces 
during the interception of the flotilla.

In terms of the way forward, the report 
goes some way to leading the discussion. Not 
only were the crimes against the flotilla real 
and confirmed, thus requiring action, but also, 
under International Law, Israel’s occupation of 
Gaza is illegal. 

The question is, will be the findings be en-
forced?  The Israeli government is not respond-
ing and has not responded appropriately.  That’s 
clear. First ignoring the Goldstone report http://
www.thegoldstonereport.com/ of Israeli war 
crimes in Gaza and now, with this current UN 
report documenting still more crimes, it has yet 
to make an adequate statement to satisfy the 
victims’ families and the international community 
sympathetic to the Palestinians’ suffering.  

Adding salt to wounds and further enraging 
the Turkish government, Zionists seem content 
with internet gossip, including snide references 
to the peaceful flotilla as a well-orchestrated 
trap. They suggest that indeed Israel would 
not handle things the same way the next time, 
but that this has more to do with the damage to 
Israel’s reputation on the world stage than any 
empathy for the hopes of those who sought and 
continue to seek to break the blockade and help 
the Palestine people acquire the same level of 
dignity and human rights afforded to Israelis. 

Will the US, for instance, in its Israel-Pales-
tine mediator function, insist that the UN report 
be acted upon?  Or will the report slip into the 
ether as did the Goldstone Report? Interestingly, 
there are other media reports that have come 
out in the last two days that place Israel’s cred-

Fellow survivor of the Mavi Marmara attack, Kevin Neish of Victoria (r) pours a glass 
of water for speaker Ken O’Keefe before introducing him to the audience.
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Ken O’Keefe answers questions about Israeli assault of the Mavi Marmara.
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Once again the Vancouver Island Heri-
tage Foodservice Cooperative leads the way 
on Vancouver Island with a green restaurant 
certification program to promote sustain-
ability in the foodservice industry. 

Vancouver Island Heritage Foodservice 
Co-op is a partnership of farmers, small 
scale food processors, community and in-
dustry organizations who came together in 
2007 to figure out how to reverse the down-
turn in food production in our region over the 
past 20 years. The group has engaged in 
a wide variety of activities under the aegis 
of the “Island Good Food Initiative”. Recent 
reports can be found at www.nanaimofood-
share.ca/vi-good-food-initiative.php. 

This work resulted in the creation of the 
Vancouver Island Heritage Foodservice 
Cooperative in 2007—a multi-stakeholder 
association of farmers, workers, community 
organizations and island food businesses 
structured as a Value Chain. The coopera-
tive has three areas of operation: firstly, to 
develop a food processing infrastructure 
to add value to island produced foods; 
secondly to develop a labour strategy; and 
thirdly, to continue carrying out research 
and development and marketing activities 
to assist island producers to find out about 
new ideas that can assist them to become 
more profitable and sustainable.

For background information on Heritage 
Foodservice Co-op go to www.heritagefood-
service.coop.

The Green Table Network has repeated-
ly demonstrated its effectiveness in reducing 
environmental impacts and producing cost 
savings for operator members. Founded by 
Vancouver-based foodservice profession-
als, it has been in full operation since May 
2007 with over 120 participating restaurants 
in BC, Alberta and Ontario. Many other 
areas are working toward certification and 
momentum is growing on Vancouver Island. 

The mission of the Green Table Network 
is to help foodservice operators and suppli-
ers “to put sustainability on the menu” and 
offer recognition for their efforts. “For any 
establishment involved, it is not just what 
they put on the plate for the customer but 
also about the economic savings they see 
by making some very simple adjustments 
to their daily routines,” says GTN founder, 
André LaRivière. 

The Green Table Network has de-
veloped a set of focused protocols and 
guidelines based on international sustain-
ability standards. Field-tested, there are 
significant, measurable sustainable results 

What better way to talk about great lo-
cal food than to sit together and eat great 
local food! 

The first Vancouver Island First Nations 
Agricultural Gathering and Feast was held 
Friday, August 27. Halalt and Lyackson First 
Nations and Vancouver Island Heritage 
Foodservice Co-op hosted a gathering of 
Islands First Nations near Chemainus to 
feast on harvest bounty and fresh seafood. 
They discussed their initiatives and plans for 
agriculture and aquaculture within their com-
munities as well as connections with neigh-
bouring communities and other reserves. 

Co-organizers Lorraine Thomas of Ha-
lalt and Debi Brummel of the Co-op were 
very pleased with the large turn-out of more 
than 80 guests from across the Islands 
who talked about ways to work together 
as partners with interested stakeholders 
among and outside the First Nations lands. 
Many reserves have community gardens 
and greenhouses up and growing – next 
up, possible commercial ventures.

“Speaker after speaker rose and spoke 

Victoria/Coast Salish Territories -- At 
2 pm, September 30, the Dogwood Initia-
tive and a group of community volunteers 
reclaimed a boulevard on Spring Street in 
Victoria and planted a garden of perennial 
food crops.  

The Reclaim the Commons Gardening 
Initiative helps parents access land to grow 
healthy food for their children and build a 
more equitable and sustainable community.  
It is collaboration between the Dogwood Ini-
tiative, clients of the Young Parents Support 
Network and the Vancouver Island Public 
Interest Research Group (VIPIRG) that has 
received an overwhelming amount of sup-
port from people across Victoria.

“We live in one of the most naturally 
abundant places on earth,” said the Dog-
wood Initiative’s Vancouver Island cam-
paigner Gordon O’Connor.  “It is well within 
our means to create internally sustainable 
communities.  By turning empty patches of 
arable land into public gardens we can take 
a big step towards being a more equitable 
and resilient city.”

Vancouver Island is one of the most 
fertile regions in the world.  Forty years ago 
it grew 70% of its own produce, but today 
there is only a two-day supply of fresh food 
available locally at any given time.  This is 

By Seth Klein
If the 492 Tamil asylum-seekers who 

recently arrived by boat on BC’s shores are 
“queue-jumpers”, then I guess my parents 
were too. They came as Vietnam War draft 
dodgers from the US in 1967. Like a couple 
of the Tamil women just arrived, my mom 
was pregnant with me. My parents did not 
seek advance permission from the Cana-
dian government to immigrate. They did 
not fill out any paperwork before arriving. 
And they could no more seek permission 
to leave from their home government than 
these Tamils could, for what they were do-
ing was, as far as the US was concerned, 
illegal and would result in my father’s arrest.

Of course that’s the thing about being 
an asylum-seeker -- you don’t get into a 
queue. When you’ve got to go, you’ve got to 
go. Hell, my folks didn’t even know Montreal 
(where they landed) was a predominantly 
French-speaking city.

So they just showed up. The difference, 
however, was that in those days, they got 
landed immigrant status in 20 minutes at the 
airport. Over the course of the Vietnam War, 
about 100,000 American war resisters came 
to Canada (many with less formal education 
than my folks and thus unlikely to score 
particularly well under today’s immigration 
point-system).

But those aren’t the only numeric com-
parisons I find curious.

Among the common reactions to the 

arrival of the MV Sun Sea is the proposi-
tion that Canada’s alleged lax immigration 
laws make us a global sucker –– a target 
for many of the world’s migrants. This is an 
absurd notion.

World conflicts, environmental disas-
ters, and a global economic system that 
keeps billions impoverished has resulted 
in millions upon millions of refugees and 
displaced people. In Pakistan alone, the 
current flooding has produced upwards of 
14 million internally displaced people. Glob-
ally, according to the UN, there are over 43 
million “forcibly displaced people”, of which 
about 15 million are refugees.

The vast majority of these globally 
displaced people are not being absorbed 
by wealthy countries, but rather internally 
or by neighbouring poor countries –– the 
places least able to afford the costs and 
with the bleakest economic prospects. The 
number of refugees accepted by Canada 
has declined in recent years, and last year 
we accepted fewer than 20,000 — a drop 
in the global bucket, just over 0.1% of 
global refugees. Surely, when a few hundred 
people arrive on our shores, we can afford 
to treat these people with respect and grant 
them due process.  

Here’s another curious comparison: The 
real and much more significant Canadian 
immigration story of recent years (at least 
measured numerically) isn’t about refugees 
or people arriving by boats. It’s about the 

Reflections on the Tamil migrants from the child of “queue-
jumping” asylum seekers

Reclaim the Commons Gardening Initiative 
promotes  local food sovereignty

especially problematic because it dispro-
portionately impacts disadvantaged com-
munities.  Low income earners and young 
families who can’t afford imported organic 
produce or land to garden are being forced 
to rely on unhealthy processed food and 
social services.

“Buying organic fruits and vegetables 
for an entire family can be impossibly ex-
pensive,” said gardener Theresa Smythe. 
“I hope that this action will inspire other 
young parents to reclaim public land and 
start producing healthy food for their kids.”

“I am so inspired to see more and more 
areas in our city reclaimed to create edible 
gardens,” said Mary Patrick, gardening 
volunteer. “I hope that people will see this 
and create their own edible garden where 
there wasn’t one before.” 

The Reclaim the Commons Garden-
ing Initiative planted a patch of perennial 
food crops such as kale, nettle, herbs and 
a fig tree on a Spring Street boulevard in 
Fernwood.  

As interest in local food sovereignty 
grows it is expected that community groups 
and university students will continue re-
claiming patches of publicly owned land 
to create a more livable and sustainable 
community.

VI Sustainable Restaurants Recognized

The VI Heritage Foodservice Co-op keeps 
adding to Island food initiatives!

across five key areas: solid waste reduction, 
water conservation, energy conservation, 
pollution prevention and sustainable pur-
chasing practices for foodservice operators. 
Employing a wide-range of assessment 
tools and guides, a foodservice operator 
can easily implement changes and achieve 
measurable results.

Member operators pay affordable an-
nual membership fees based on size, scale 
and number of locations to receive access 
to GTN resources, tools and consulting 
services. Then, supported by a dedicated 
marketing team, GTN Approved and Certi-
fied Members receive branded in-house 
marketing materials PLUS they are regularly 
promoted via consumer magazines and 
events, trade magazines, media appear-
ances in a growing number of regular ‘green 
guide’ marketing channels, at no extra cost! 

Strategic alliances and collaborative 
member-sharing initiatives with like-minded 
local/regional organizations, from local 
growers’ co-ops to LEED building consul-
tants are also of great benefit to members.

It’s win-win-win for foodservice opera-
tors, their customers and the environment 
with the Green Table Network!

For further information, contact Chris Rempel at 
chris@islandtastesensations.com.

about their gratitude for this gathering and 
their sense of hope that historical roots in 
agriculture and aquaculture can be renewed 
and how important good food is to good 
health,” said Co-op Project Manager Sanra 
Mark. “I was very moved.”

By custom, witnesses were selected and 
paid in nominal yet culturally significant coin-
age to bear official witness to the proceed-
ings. “That adds power to the words that 
are spoken. They are not as easily forgotten 
even if it just seems symbolic or a token 
amount. Next, I’d like to form an Island-wide 
agricultural working group to build upon the 
bonds established today,” added Thomas.

Clearly, Thomas and the Co-op will help 
identify opportunities and build food capacity 
on the Island. Island First Nations will be 
an important component in re-creating VI 
infrastructure that allows Islanders to not 
only grow regional farms but earn a sustain-
able living from their hard work. Cowichan 
Tribes has shown interest in re-launching a 
produce processing plant that has been out 
of operation for some years and the Co-op 

is in on the discussion.
Halalt, Lyackson and the Co-op would 

like to thank the many community-minded 
organizations and businesses that donated 
goods and services to help make this a very 
special event! 

Interested parties can contact Lorraine 
Thomas or Sandra Mark at 250-591-2216 
or lorraine@islandtastesensations.com 
sandmark@shaw.ca

explosion in temporary foreign workers. 
The number of temporary foreign workers 
coming into Canada each year now exceeds 
200,000, and now surpasses the number of 
immigrants.

But the Harper government hasn’t 
been sounding the alarm about this. On 
the contrary, the federal government has 
been promoting and facilitating the massive 
growth in this category of migrants. Why? 
Because unlike regular immigrants and refu-
gees, these workers are being specifically 
requested by employers, their indentured 
status makes them unable to exercise key 
employment rights and leaves them highly 
vulnerable to exploitation and unsafe condi-
tions, and they are unable to make the same 
claims to the social and economic rights that 
Canadians take for granted.

Immigration is central to the story of 
Canada –– waves of people who came, 
mostly to meet a domestic need for labour, 
and sometimes fleeing harm and conflict. 
But historically, once people arrived, either 
as immigrants or refugees, they were upon 
landing met with a social contract: they 
could avail themselves of the social and 
economic rights Canadians enjoyed, and in 
a few years could be granted the full rights 
of citizenship.

With the explosion of temporary work-
ers and tightening of regular immigration 
admissions, the government is effectively 
saying, “that deal is off –– we’re happy to 

have temporary indentured labour, but don’t 
think you can be a Canadian.”     

When my parents arrived in the ‘60s, a 
small minority in Canada were keen to label 
the Vietnam war resisters with all manner of 
unwelcome labels — much as the Canadian 
government is currently doing with respect 
to the Tamil asylum-seekers today, quickly 
labelling them as terrorists, criminals and 
queue-jumpers. But for the most part, the 
Vietnam war resisters were welcomed, and 
went on to make a valuable contribution to 
Canadian society. Much the same can be 
said of the Vietnamese boat people who 
arrived in the late 1970s. Why can’t these 
better receptions be the norm, rather than 
the xenophobia that characterizes more 
recent arrivals?  

And here’s what troubles me most. In a 
world still coming to terms with the reality of 
climate change, the truth is that the number 
of global climate migrants and displaced 
people will soon dwarf the UN numbers sited 
above. Will this recent ugliness mark each 
new unexpected arrival, or can we have a 
rational conversation about what our moral 
obligations and humanitarian response 
should be to the global realities ahead?

Seth Klein is director of the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives’ BC Office, www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

The gathering was great and the feast fabulous!

Barbara Giuliany let me know of the 
Clothesline art show and Festival of Ani-
mals.  It ranks with the POW WOW and 
Splash as events of the year.  At Pendray 
House, the Coast Collective, I saw art of 
every variety and held a Python in my hands.  

The festival of animals reminds us of 
the bad decision to close the Crystal Gar-
dens with its wonderfull collection of exotic 
creatures.

        --Ron Macisaac
 

Ron’s places to see
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By Lester R. Brown 
There are enormous opportunities to 

use energy more efficiently. Investing in 
energy efficiency is often far cheaper than 
expanding the energy supply to meet grow-
ing demand. Efficiency investments typically 
yield a high rate of return, saving consumers 
money, and can help fight climate change 
by avoiding carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions 
from burning additional fossil fuels. Just as 
compact fluorescent lamps (CFLs) offer 
great electricity savings over incandescent 
light bulbs, a similar range of efficiencies is 
available for many household appliances, 
such as refrigerators and home electronics. 

The US Energy Policy Act of 2005 was 
designed to exploit some of these potential 
savings. It raises appliance efficiency stan-
dards high enough to close 29 power plants 
that burn coal, the most carbon intensive of 
the fossil fuels. Other provisions in the act—
such as tax incentives that encourage the 
adoption of energy-efficient technologies, 
a shift to more combined heat and power 
generation, and the adoption of real-time 
pricing of electricity (a measure to discour-
age optional electricity use during peak 
demand periods)—would cut electricity 
demand enough to close an additional 37 
coal-fired power plants. Appliance efficiency 
standards and other measures in the bill 
would also reduce natural gas consumption 
substantially. All together, these measures 
are projected to reduce consumer electric-
ity and gas bills in 2020 by more than $20 
billion.

Although the US Congress passed 
legislation raising efficiency for some 30 
categories of household and industrial ap-
pliances—from refrigerators to industrial-
scale electric motors—the US Department 
of Energy (DOE) has for many years failed 
to write the standards needed to actually 
implement the legislation. To remedy this, 
just days after taking office, President 

Barack Obama ordered the DOE to write 
regulations to translate law into policy. 

Globally the big appliance challenge is 
China. In 1980 its appliance manufacturers 
produced only 50,000 refrigerators, virtually 
all for domestic use. In 2008 they produced 
48 million refrigerators, 90 million colour 
TVs, and 42 million clothes washers, many 
of which were for export. 

Market penetration of these modern 
appliances in urban China today is already 
similar to that in industrial countries. For 
every 100 urban households there are 138 
colour TV sets, 97 washing machines, and 
88 room air conditioners. Even in rural areas 
there are 95 colour TVs and 46 washing 
machines for every 100 households. This 
phenomenal growth in household appliance 
use in China, along with the extraordinary 
growth of industry, raised China’s electric-
ity use 11-fold from 1980 to 2007. Although 
China established standards for most 
appliances by 2005, these are not strictly 
enforced. 

The other major concentration of home 
appliances is in the European Union, home 
to 495 million people. Greenpeace notes 
that even though Europeans on average use 
half as much electricity as Americans do, 
they still have a large potential for reducing 
their usage. A refrigerator in Europe uses 
scarcely half as much electricity as one 
in the United States, for example, but the 
most efficient refrigerators on the market 
today use only one fourth as much electric-
ity as the average refrigerator in Europe, 
suggesting a huge potential for cutting 
electricity use. 

But this is not the end of the efficiency 
trail, since advancing technology keeps 
raising the potential. Japan’s Top Run-
ner Program is the world’s most dynamic 
system for upgrading appliance efficiency 
standards. In this system, the most efficient 
appliances marketed today set the standard 

for those sold tomorrow. Using this program, 
between the late 1990s and the end of 
2007 Japan raised efficiency standards for 
individual appliances by anywhere from 15 
to 83 percent, depending on the appliance. 
This is an ongoing process that continually 
exploits advances in efficiency technologies. 
A 2008 report indicates that the Top Runner 
Program for all appliances is running ahead 
of the ambitious initial expectations—and 
often by a wide margin. 

In an analysis of potential energy sav-
ings by 2030 by type of appliance, the 
Organization for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) put the potential 
savings from reducing electricity for standby 
use—the power consumed when an appli-
ance is not being used—at the top of the 
list. The electricity used by appliances in 
standby mode worldwide accounts for up to 
10 percent of total electricity consumption. 
In OECD countries, individual household 
standby power ranged from a low of perhaps 
30 watts to a high of over 100 watts in both 
US and New Zealand households. Since this 
power is used around the clock, even though 
the wattage is relatively low, the cumulative 
use is substantial. 

Some governments are capping standby 
power use by TV sets, computers, micro-
waves, DVD players, and so on at 1 watt 
per appliance. South Korea, for example, 
is mandating a 1-watt limit on standby for 
many appliances by 2010. Australia is doing 
the same for nearly all appliances by 2012. 

A US study estimates that roughly 5 
percent of US residential electricity use is 
from appliances in standby mode. If this 
figure dropped to 1 percent, which could 
be done easily, 17 coal-fired power plants 
could be closed. If China were to lower its 
standby losses to 1 percent, it could close 
a far larger number of power plants. 

A more recent efficiency challenge has 
come with the market invasion of large, flat-

screen televisions. The screens now on the 
market use easily twice as much electricity 
as a traditional cathode ray tube television. 
If the flat screen is a large-screen plasma 
model, it can use four times as much elec-
tricity. In the United Kingdom, some Cabinet 
members are proposing to ban the energy-
guzzling flat-screen plasma televisions. 
California has approved standards requiring 
that all new televisions draw one third less 
electricity than current sets by 2011 and 49 
percent less by 2013. 

Consumers often do not buy the most 
energy-efficient appliances because the 
initial purchase price is higher, even though 
this is more than offset by lower appliance 
lifetime operating costs. If, however, societ-
ies adopt a carbon tax reflecting the costs 
of climate change, the more efficient appli-
ances would be economically much more at-
tractive. Energy use labelling requirements 
would help consumers choose more wisely. 

A worldwide set of appliance efficiency 
standards keyed to the most efficient models 
on the market would lead to massive energy 
savings in the appliance sector. This could 
approach or exceed the 12 percent of world 
electricity demand that could be saved with 
a wholesale shift to more-efficient lighting. 
Thus the combined gains in lighting and 
appliance efficiencies alone would enable 
the world to avoid building 1,410 coal-fired 
power plants--more than the 1,283 new 
coal-fired power plants that the International 
Energy Agency projects will be built by 2020. 
This would be a win for consumers and a 
win for the climate. 

 
Adapted from Chapter 4, “Stabilizing Climate: 
An Energy Efficiency Revolution,” in Lester R. 
Brown, Plan B 4.0: Mobilizing to Save Civiliza-
tion (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 2009), 
available on-line at www.earthpolicy.org/index.
php?/books/pb4
For more information, go to www.earthpolicy.org/
index.php?/book_bytes/2010/pb4ch04_ss3

Raising appliance efficiency: A big win for consumers and the climate

The busy life of an NDP federal candidate...
Edith Loring-Kuhanga spent much of late summer meeting voters in and around the Saanich-Gulf Islands riding and attending 
events such as the Saanich Fall Fair, the Salt Spring Islands Fall Fair and the Victoria Labour Day  picnic

At the Victoria Labour Council picnic on September 6, the candidate is surrounded 
by (back row, l-r) Lana Popham, NDP MLA for Saanich South; David Cubberley; Jes-
sica van der Veen, NDP South Island representative; Maurine Karagiannis, NDP MLA 
for Esquimalt-Royal Roads; Mike Eso, president of the Victoria Labour Council; and 
Stan Dzbik, treasuer, VLC; and (bottom row l-r) Edith Loring-Kuhanga and Kim Manton, 
secretary, VLC.

At the Salt Spring Fall Fair, Loring-Kuhanga chats with two visitors to the 
NDP booth.

Working at the NDP booth at the Saanich Fall Fair are (l to r) Ro Reith, NPP fed-
eral candidate Edith Loring-Kuhanga, Julius Kuhanga, and Jennifer Burgis.

At the Salt Sprig 
Island Fall Fair, Edith 
Loring-Kuhanga and 

her husband Julius 
Kuhanga admire the 

prize pumkin.

Photos by 
Michele Murphy
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Review by Theresa Wolfwood with pho-
tos from the book

“Today neoliberalism and its Holy Trinity 
– deregulation, innovation and globalization 
– are facing a crisis, and we are finding out 
that the trendy notion of ‘sustainable devel-
opment’ is... an oxymoron. The time is ripe 
to rethink our way of doing things and fight 
the spread of individualism and consumer-
ism... Fair trade proposes an alternative 
based on the ideas of social justice, product 
quality and respect for the environment...
Its aim is to encourage involvement and 
solidarity...This book is a sign of hope that 
another word is possible.” From the preface 
by D’Francisco Van der Hoff Boersma, an 
early founder of fair trade.

This beautiful publication is more than 
a coffee table book; it is all about the coffee 
we put on that table --  and 11 other major 
agricultural products available in Canada 
that are sold as “fair trade”.  It also includes 
handicrafts and soccer balls in its stories. 
Every product is highlighted by its history 
and means of product, personal stories of 
farmers who grow fair trade and statistics 
giving the conventional and fair trade  pro-
duction, prices and importers; all illustrated 
by wonderful and vivid images of workers 
and their lives. 

My only regret about this very compre-
hensive and well presented book is that 
fair trade olive oil and the role of conflict in 
agriculture were only mentioned in passing. 
Maybe in the next edition of this impressive 
work. This book and fair trade olive oil (and 

Review by Jim Hackler
This book provides useful insights into 

Islam, but it does much more than that. It 
raises questions. It made me wonder about 
those individuals, and societies, who are 
deeply committed to an ideology. We usually 
think deep commitment is good. But if the 
intense commitment is to ideology, does it 
make us less able to appreciate diversity 
and the perspectives of others? 

The author’s mother offered something 
of an illustration of this extreme thinking. On 
the one hand, she was fully aware that the 
Moslem culture oppressed her as a woman. 
She complained bitterly about the limitations 
she faced. On the other hand, when she 
moved from Somalia to Ethiopia, to Saudi 
Arabia, and to Kenya she was extremely 
critical of those who fell short, according to 
the teachings of the Quran. It was almost 
schizophrenic -- bitterly resentful of the 
restrictions, yet a stout defender of its rules. 

Similarly, the author is attracted to a 
man largely because he does not behave 
like most Moslems; but she could not even 
think of marrying him because he was not 
a Moslem. 

Ali asks questions: If God were merciful, 
then why did Muslims have to shun non-
Muslims—even attack them? If God is just, 
why were women so down-trodden? And yet 
it seems that women, more than men, were 
the most susceptible to the teachings of the 
most fanatic preachers. 

The Muslim Brotherhood, supported 
by funds from Saudi Arabia, spread rapidly 
in the 1970s. While extreme, they offered 
genuine benefits: their enterprises were 
virtually free of corruption. Their medical 
centres and charities were reliable and 
trustworthy. Fewer young men were getting 
addicted to drugs. 

There was a system of sending money 
from relatives in Canada and Europe. You 
go to someone in Toronto or Stockholm. You 
give him cash. He calls a grocery store in 
your neighbourhood in Somalia. Someone 
picks up the cash. There is a small commis-
sion, but no paperwork. It is fast and based 
entirely on trust. The Muslim Brotherhood 
ran the cheapest and most reliable system. 

If a government is corrupt and cannot 
supply reasonable services, is it surprising 
that a religious organization gains influence 
if it supplies important services? 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali became a refugee in 
Holland. The response by Western nations 
to refugees is fraught with dilemmas. How 
many women from Somalia are married 

against their will? Can Holland give refugee 
status to every woman married off by her 
family? People fleeing to a better life often 
lie. How do countries like Holland or Canada 
respond? 

Ali was lucky (!!!) because Somalia 
was mired in civil war. This increased her 
chance of refugee status. How should illegal 
refugees from Sri Lanka, with Tamil Tiger 
connections, be treated? Better than those 
who have gone through legal channels? 

How did the Muslim refugees respond 
to their compassionate Dutch hosts? Were 
they all grateful? For many, they believed 
their problems were the fault of others, such 
as the Jews or the Americans. They claimed 
they were not given jobs in Holland because 
the Dutch were racist. Why could they not 
be lawyers and airplane pilots, even if they 
had not did not speak the language? The 
allowances, the medical care, and other 
benefits were viewed as their due. If Muslim 
immigrants were violent, on welfare, and 
poor, were the Dutch to blame? 

The very liberal Dutch felt that Muslims 
should not be forced to adapt to Dutch 
values. People should be free to believe 
and behave as they wish. Historically, Hol-
land had behaved badly in Indonesia, had 
exported Jews to Germany in WWII. They 
felt guilty. Now they should behave decently 
to these people who were different. Muslims 
could have their own schools. The govern-
ment would subsidize Muslim community 
groups. 

The author argues that this misplaced 
compassion for immigrants has perpetu-
ated cruelty. Muslim women and children 
in Holland are being systematically abused. 
Little children are having their sexual organs 
mutilated on kitchen tables. The immigrants’ 
culture is being preserved at the expense 
of their women and to the detriment of their 
integration into Holland. They stay in their 
tiny bubble. 

A journalist, Paul Scheffer, argued that a 
new underclass of immigrants had formed in 
Holland, rejecting values that knit together 
Dutch society and creating damaging social 
divisions. 

Ayaan Hirsi Ali clearly touches on a 
problem facing the developed world. We 
want to respect diversity, but would a soci-
ety be healthier if ALL children go to public 
school and learn the national language and 
the basic values of the nation? How much 
tolerance should there be for other cultural 
values if they conflict with those of the coun-
try in which they are residing? How much 

do we value diversity as against the need 
for reasonable integration? 

Was it wise for Holland to encourage 
Muslim schools where the Qur’an is the only 
guide to behaviour? Ali writes, “By declar-
ing our Prophet infallible and not permitting 
ourselves to question him, we Muslims have 
set up a state of tyranny.” 

During this past century some anthro-
pologists have argued for cultural relativity; 
one should respect all cultures and reli-
gions. They are different, but equally good. 
How about a religion that abuses women, 
mutilates the genitals of little girls, murders 
daughters who have offended a man’s 
honour, and assassinates Muslims because 
they have given up their religion? Does this 
religion deserve respect? Should Western 
countries help refugees continue this culture 
in their new countries of residence?

Am I being xenophobic when I oppose 
the xenophobia of others? Or am I being a 
responsible social scientist who argues that 
societies that respect the rights of women 
are more peaceful, prosperous, caring, and 
less violent. Such cultures, in my mind, are 
superior to those that do not. 

If these are right wing ideas, I can live 
with that. 

Before the Enlightenment the West 
underwent a period of religious warfare and 
persecution, but then Western societies 
moved on. Could this process occur among 
Muslims? Is it unreasonable to expect Mus-
lims, especially those moving to the West 
for a better life, to scrutinize their dogmas, 
to respect individual freedom, to see the 
Qur’an, (or the Bible, etc.), as relative, an-
other important and influential book, but not 
the word of God? 

For me, the important theme in this book 
is that Western countries should encour-
age the children of immigrants to respect 
women, stop hating Jews, and that murder-
ing people you disagree with is not God’s 
will, if there is a God. 

Jim Hackler is Professor Emeritus, University 
of Alberta, and Adjunct Professor, University of 
Victoria.

many other Fair Trade products) are for sale 
at Ten Thousand Villages Stores. 

For every product there is good news of 
increasing fair trade and stories of commu-
nity benefits, schools, clinics, adult literacy 
programs and improved environment and 
health. I was pleased to learn that in Swit-
zerland 50% of imported cut flowers is fair 
trade. Coffee continues to be a global suc-
cess story which is close to home in Victoria. 

FAIR TRADE: A HUMAN JOURNEY, by Éric St-Pierre, with Emerson da Silva, Mathieu 
Lamarre, and Barbara Sandlands,   2009, Les Éditions de l’homme, Montreal, Canada

Victoria activists have 
visited the Ometepe 
coffee producers and 
made personal links.

Bananas are, by 
weight, the largest 
fair trade product. 
The major exporter 
of this fruit is Ecua-
dor – where only 4% 
of the proceeds from 
conventional trade 
stay in the country. 
The story of the El 
Guabo association 
is fascinating. The 
group does not use 
herbicides or nemati-
cides – a major health 
bonus for workers who receive a premium 
price for fair trade and an extra premium 
for organic. They have worked through the 
complexities of production, marketing and 
transport to become a highly successful 
association of small farmers.

Fair Trade is a long term commitment 
and there is much room for growth. One 
community in Pakistan -- Siakolt -- produces 
70% of the world’s soccer balls. It was not 
mentioned during the media frenzy about 
the World Cup that the balls used were 
made by children in slave-like conditions. 
Only 3.7% of soccer balls are made in fair 
trade conditions. Maybe some of those mil-
lionaire players could devote some time, 
money and energy to fair trade and end 
this exploitation.

“Today’s Utopia is tomorrow’s reality,” 

Victor Hugo is quoted as saying. In a few 
decades fair trade has become a reality for 
many; 6,000 certified products, 125,000 
sales outlets and $5 billion in sales. There 
are fair trade schools and universities and 
650 cities, villages, and regions that endorse 
fair trade. This success is based on the 
dreams and hard work of many workers 
and organizers. 

St-Pierre writes, “...fair trade must not 
be measured only in terms of numbers. You 
have to be very clever indeed to quantify 
hope, pride and dignity.” 

He closes with the hope that we will see 
in the faces in this book, “the aspirations for 
happiness and freedom that are common to 
us all and that identify us as brothers and 
sisters in the great human family.”

Here the Central America Support Com-
mittee bags and markets freshly roasted 
coffee from Nicaragua. CASC works with a 
larger non-profit group that pays producers 
a premium price, recently raised, and with 
surplus funds it sponsors community proj-
ects in Nicaragua and Guatemala. Several 

Infidel, by Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Free Press, NY, 2007 My Father Was a 
Freedom Fighter: 
Gaza’s Untold Story, 
by Ramzy Baroud,  Pluto Press, 2010, 
London, UK

Review by Teresa Wolfwoood
Ramzy Baroud is the founder and editor 

of www.palestinechronicle.com,  an online 
news service and he has written several 
books about Palestine. This new book is 
the story of just one man, not famous or 
particularly special – only special in that 
he is Ramzy’s father and that through the 
story of his tragic life, the tragedy of Gaza 
is revealed.

He was probably born in 1938 to poor 
farmers in the village of Beit Daras in Pal-
estine (see: www.palestineremembered), 
a village with a long history and important 
archeological sites northeast of Gaza City. 

In 1948 it was reduced to rubble and 
inhabitants were attacked by Israel. Those 
who survived the massacre became refu-
gees, including Ramzy’s family. Their 20,000 
descendents now live in refugee camps and 
a few who got out, like Ramzy who left as 
a teenager, live in exile around the world.  
And like Ramzy, they all refuse to be lost 
in history and continue the just struggle to 
regain their home.

This book is a rarity; it personalizes this 
struggle in one family and community.  The 
author writes, “From afar, Gaza’s reality, like 
that of all of Palestine, is often presented 
without cohesions, without proper context; 
accounts of real life in Gaza are marred with 
tired assumptions and misrepresentations 
that deprive the depicted humans of their 
names, identities and very dignity.”  

Ramzy’s father was one of a group who 
tried to defend their home, but they were 
overwhelmed by massive military strength. 
The ensuing life in refugee camp, even long 
before the current blockade and invasions, 
was difficult and demeaning. Palestinians 
are tenacious people who do their best in 
every circumstance to live a “normal life”. 
This is not always possible and family life 
reflects the strains of the lack of freedom, 
adequate health care and other necessities 
we take for granted.  Mohammed, Ramzy’s 
father and his mother, Zarefah, died too 
young, but they still managed to keep hope 
alive for future generations as they raised 
a family and participated in community life. 
The life of real people – not so different from 
that of our lives.  As we read this compelling 
story we learn important history.
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 p.m., at the CRD            
offices at 625 Fisgard street in Victoria. 

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saanich 
Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, books, 
talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. Nothing 
is taboo…  No pretentiousness, no meet-
ing agenda… just a chance to chat with 
neighbours and build community. Call  250-
652-8228 for further information. Everyone 
is welcome.

THE  VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL, 
representing affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria Area, holds its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 pm, on the third Wednesday 
each month, at the BCGEU Auditorium, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delegates 
are welcome to come to meet your execu-
tive, president  Mike Eso, treasurer Stan 
Dzbik,and secretary Kim Manton.

NO TANKS! A DAY FOR THE BAY will be 
held on Sunday, October 17, from noon to 
3:00 pm in Vancouver’s English Bay, with 

music, boats and celebration. The flotilla 
send off will be at 3 pm, and the boats will 
arrive at First Narrows at 3:45 pm. The aim 
is  to help stop crude oil tankers in our Bay. 
Keep BC beautiful.

THE WORK THAT RECONNECTS w i l l 
take place on Saturday, October 30, from 
9:00 am till 5 pm at Royal Roads University, 
2005 Sooke Road, led by Jackie Larkin and 
Oliver Dempsey. This popular retreat is a 
time to slow down for a few days and con-
nect to your own passionate heart. A time 
to connect with others who love this world 
with its extraordinary challenges of climate 
change, environmental degradation and 
human suffering. A time to experience our 
place in the web of life and to draw on deep-
er resources for taking action in the world. 
A time to find refuge and renewal within 
ourselves, in nature and in community. Cost: 
$185. Scholarship assistance available: 
Contact Jackie Larkin at jlarkin@gddc.com. 
For more information: contact Jackie Larkin 
by email: jlarkin@gddc.com or see www.
royalroads.ca/NR/exeres/42F1BCA7-FAA9-
411F-8924-788125C24909.htm.

VICTORIA PUBLIC EDUCATION COALI-
tion (VPEC) and the Community Alliance for 

Public Education (CAPE) are sponsoring a 
community forum Sunday, October 17, from 
1-3 pm, in the Mesachie Room, at the Island 
Savings Centre on James Street in Duncan. 
Special guest is Patti Bacchus, chair of the 
Vancouver School Board. The theme of this 
event is: Public Education, Fully Funded 
and Free, Is a Right for Everyone. The aim 
of this meeting is to have a conversation 
about current government funding priorities 
and the impacts these impose on our public 
schools. More important -- the gathering 
willbe asked to reflect on how we should 
organize ourselves to achieve more direc-
tion for the future of our education system.
Everyone is welcome to listen to our panel 
and join in the conversation.
There will also be a forum with the same 
goals on Saturday, October 16 in Victoria 
– location to be confirmed. For further in-
formation about both events please contact 
Duncan Brown (CAPE) at 250-709-0527 or 
cape@shaw.ca, or Deborah Nohr (VPEC), 
250-380-0888  or deborah@sprome.com.

JUAN DE FUCA NEW DEMOCRATS will 
hold their Annual General Meeting on Sun-
day, October 17, st 3:30 pm, at Our Lady 
of the Rosary Little Hall, 798 Goldstream 
Avenue, in Langford.

Calendar of coming events
ESQUIMALT-ROYAL ROADS NEW 
Democrats will hold their Annual General 
Meeting on Thursday, October 21, at the 
Vic West Community Centre, at 521 Craig-
flower Road. Doors open at 6:45 pm with 
the meeting beginning at 7:00 pm. Light 
refreshments will be served. Please con-
tact esquimaltroyalroads@gmail for further 
information.

VICTORIA-BEACON HILL NEW DEMO-
crats invite you to join them for beer and 
banter at their end-of-the-month pub 
nights. Drop in between 5:30-8:30 pm, on 
Tuesday, October 26, at the Ross Bay Pub, 
Fairfield Plaza, and on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 30, at Christie’s Carriage House, 1729 
Fort Street.For further information, contact 
president Marianne Alto at azimuth@telus.
net or phone 250-386-8497.

RAZAN ZUAYTER, FOUNDER OF THE 
the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature 
(APN), will speak in Victoria on Tuesday, 
October 26, at the BCGEU Auditorium, at 
2994 Douglas Street. Admission by donation 
will assist the APN’s programs. Information: 
bbcf@bbcf.ca

The digital revolution and a turbu-
lent 21st century political and econom-
ic landscape have contributed to a dramatic 
upheaval in the media landscape.  The new 
digital economy is radically rewriting the 
artistic, technological, political, regulatory 
and economic landscape of Canada. 

In this era of perpetual technological 
transformation and massive corporate 
consolidation, why have the previous gains 
made by women begun to flat-line?  

This gathering explores the empirical 
and theoretical reasons why the position 
of women may even be said to be dete-
riorating. Women continue to be seriously 
under-represented both behind the camera 
and on screen in the media industry around 
the world.  At the same time, the boom of 
social media, increased flexibility and an 
emphasis on creative skills are promising 
unprecedented opportunities for women.

It’s time to create a vibrant, innovative 
and equitable media landscape for the 21st 
century.  This is the place to start.   

SexMoneyMedia 2010 is an interna-
tional, cross-disciplinary workshop and 
symposium that will take place October 
14-16, 2010 at the Segal Graduate School 
of Business and Harbour Centre at Simon 
Fraser University in Vancouver, BC.

The workshop will feature a wide range 
of themes from regulatory and policy issues, 
digital media, political economy, media 
convergence, media economics, labour 
conditions, gender and gaming,  and the 
future of independent artists, Chinese film-
making and the history of women inventors, 
aboriginal filmmaking, and many others.  

Confirmed plenary speakers include  
Dr. Rosalind Gill, professor of Social and 
Cultural Analysis at the Centre for Culture, 
Media & Creative Industries at King’s Col-
lege London; Dr. Sara Diamond, president 
of the Ontario College of Art & Design; 
Dr. Alexandra Juhasz, professor of Media 
Studies at Pitzer College in Claremont CA;  
Madeline Di Nonno, executive director of 
the Geena Davis Foundation for Gender 
and Media, Dr. Stacey Smith, associate 

The search for the great BC novel ended 
this month with Gurjinder Basran being 
named winner by final judge, author Jack 
Hodgins. Basran’s novel, Everything Was 
Good-bye, was chosen from 64 manuscripts 
submitted to the contest.

Everything Was Good-bye centres 
around Meena, a young Indo Canadian 
woman growing up in the lower mainland of 
British Columbia, and traces her life as she 
struggles to assert her independence in a 
Punjabi community. Raised by her tradition 
bound widowed mother, Meena knows the 
freedoms of her Canadian peers can never 
be hers, but unlike her sisters, she is reluc-
tant to submit to a life that is defined by a 
suitable marriage. Though a narrative mov-
ing between race and culture, it is ultimately 
a story of love, loss and self acceptance 
amidst shifting cultural ideals.

Author Gurjinder Basran studied cre-
ative writing at Simon Fraser University 
and The Banff Center for the Arts. Her work 

professor of Entertainment at the Annenberg 
School for Communication at the University 
of Southern California; and many others.  

To register, visit: www.SexMoneyMedia.
com. The fee for the two-day workshop is 
$250 Cdn + HST or Student Registration 
(with valid ID) is $125 Cdn + HST. This in-
cludes full access to the scheduled panels 
as well as the keynote address and industry 
reception on the evening of October 14, 
2010.

In addition, SexMoneyMedia 2010 is 
also offering an extra day of Master Classes 
and Workshops on October 14, 2010 to 
film industry professionals including a 
“Documentary Storytelling” with Jennifer 
Baischwal and “Visual Research and Clear-
ances” with Elizabeth Klinck and a Directing 
Master class featuring renowned directors 
Ingrid Veninger, Rachel Talalay and others. 
For more information and to register visit: 
www.sexmoneymedia.com.

Unable to attend? Consider sending 
a student in your place and give another 
woman an opportunity to participate. Email 
info@womeninview.ca or call 778-782-7978 
for more information about sponsoring a 
student delegate.

SEXMONEYMEDIA is a presentation of 
Women in View, Simon Fraser University, 
Centre for Policy Studies in Culture & Com-
munities, OCAD University and  Women in 
Film and Television Vancouver.  

Presented with the generous support 
of the Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council,The City of Vancouver, 
British Columbia Film, Telefilm Canada, and 
in partnership with CBC Television and the 
Canadian Film Centre - Media Lab.

Women in View is an ongoing initiative 
by a coalition of independent artists and 
professionals alarmed at glaring gender 
inequities in film and media.

For more information about registration 
or event details please visit

www.womeninview.ca or call our office 
at 778-782-7978, or 

email: info@womeninview.ca

SexMoneyMedia 2010 
An international cross-disciplinary workshop and symposium on the  
art and impact of women in media

Winner of the Search for the 
Great BC Novel Contest chosen 

was shortlisted for the 2008 Amazon Break-
through Novel Award and earned her a place 
in the Vancouver Sun’s annual speculative 
arts and culture article, “Ones To Watch”. 

A 2006 graduate of Simon Fraser 
University’s award-winning Writer’s Stu-
dio, Basran has read her work at the Van-
couver International Writers Festival and 
has been both a panellist and facilitator on 
writing at the 2007 Writer’s Studio alumni 
symposium. She lives in Delta, British Co-
lumbia with her husband and two sons. This 
is her first novel.

Contest judge Jack Hodgins comments 
about the novel, “A fascinating story, skill-
fully written, of a rebellious young woman’s 
remarkable courage”.

Kathy Page adds, “This is a brave book, 
and also a pleasure to read; emotionally  en-
gaging, sensuous, vibrant, and beautifully 
observed.”

The book, published by Mother Tongue 
Publishing, may be ordered from your fa-
vourite bookstore.

FROM VICTORIA TO VLADIVOSTOK, Canada’s Siberian Expedition 1917-19, by Ben 
Isitt, UBC PRESS

 This little known war was an invasion by a dozen countries of Russia to stop the revo-
lution against the Tsar and the war with Germany.  Canadian soldiers revolted in Victoria 
against being sent to Vladivostok, but the contingent went.  They fought and their grave 
markers are in photos in the book.  

A piece of Canadian history that did not make it into our Canadian schools’ curriculum!
 

PEOPLE OF THE LAKES, Transalated Stories of the Elders, Shirleen Smith, editor, 
UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA PRESS.

 This is a giant of a book.  It encompasses maps, photos, and stories of the peoples 
who occupy Northern Yukon to the shores of the Beaufort Sea.  It is indeed the land of 
lakes (Canada has more lakes than the rest of the planet’s countries).  The sketches of 
tribal dress date back to 1848.  

This book is a wonderful study of the people who had to put up with the arrival of white 
migrants from Europe!

THE ARMAGEDDON FACTOR, the Rise of Christian Nationalism in Canada, by M. 
McDonald, RANDOM HOUSE

 The surprising news in this book is that our minority prime minister, Steven Harper is 
of the Christian Right, and that this US, George Bush, Jr., supportive group, is part of the 
reason that the Conservatives are back in power.  

Ron reviews:

HOW TO MAKE LOVE TO A NEGRO WITHOUT GETTING TIRED, by D. Laferriere, 
DOUGLAS & McINTYRE

 This is an unapologetic and raunchy novel about a Haitian living it up in Montreal.  The 
ribald writings are reminiscent of the works of Henry Miller and Jack Kerouac.

ABOVE GROUND, a Jack Taggart mystery, by Don Easton, THE DUNDURN GROUP, 
TORONTO

 The long time underground RCMP officer has written what seem to be suspiciously 
true stories of the vicious activities of the underworld.  It is today much worse than in the 
time of the Godfather.  It is a riveting expose of professional criminals.

 
ANGEL IN THE FULL MOON, a Castle Street Mystery, by Don Easton, THE DUNDURN 
GROUP, TORONTO

 The sex trade is today much a part of criminal revenue.  The underground police of-
ficer, cum writer, takes the reader into the international world of crime from Cuba to Hanoi.  

Makes one wonder what becomes of the many disappeared Canadian children.
 

 SAMURAI CODE, a Jack Taggart mystery, by Don Easton, THE DUNDERN GROUP, 
TORONTO

 The crime families of Japan are featured in this mystery by underground Mountie, Don 
Easton.  It is an educational tour of worldwide criminal activities for readers who were used 
to blaming everything on the Sicilian Cosa Nostra.                      --Ron MacIsaac

 
WILD HORSES, by R. Mclennan, UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA PRESS

 Some years ago I joined the Wild Horse Society and canoed up the Spirit River, north 
of Jasper, and viewed the wild bands.  Later I visited the roundup results of the Nevada 
roundup.  They took in 5,000, put 50 in each corral, put up a mound for the stallions.  They 
dutifully took turns to stand on it.  

With this background I welcome the chance to review WILD HORSES.  It’s a lively bit 
of romance, savoury but sans equines!

       --Ron MacIsaac
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Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest
MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Office, Bill Rout-
ley, MLA: 273 Trunk Road, Duncan, BC or PO Box 
599, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, 
toll free 1-877-715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, MLA 
email bill.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100 Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8, phone 250-479-
8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or visit her website at www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Horgan 
, MLA: Victoria office: 800 Goldstream Avenue, 
Victoria, BC, V9B 2X7, and South Cowichan 
office: 17-Valley View Centre, 1400 Cowichan 
Bay Road, phone 733-2521, email john.horgan.
mla@leg.bc.ca

Saanich South Community Office, Lana 
Popham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria BC 
V8X 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, 
www.saanichsouth.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Carole 
James, MLA: 1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 
3K4, phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-4586, 
email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Denise Savoie, MP, House of Commons, Room 
518, Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 
0A6.

Victoria Community Office, Denise Savoie, MP, 
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2H3, 
phone 250-363-8421, fax 250-363-8422, open 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  visit www.den-
isesavoie.ca or email her at savoie.d@parl.gc.ca

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons,  Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6. Email 
her at crowdj1A@parl.gc.ca

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office: Jean 
Crowder, MP: 101- 126 Ingram Street, Duncan, 
BC  V9L 1P1, www.jeancrowder.ca or email her 
at jean@jeancrowder.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102,  Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0; or contact presi-
dent Ellen Oxman at 250-466-0303 or email her at 
CowichanValley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats: Write 
Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 
7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com..

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Email  president 
Heather Gropp at goliard86@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4,or 
contact president Keith Todd  at 250-598-8039 
or by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats:  Email president Gary Holman at ghol-
man@ssisland.com or phone him at 250-653-
2042.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre  Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
simon@rasmussesen.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1, phone 
250-386-8497or email president Marianne Alto 
at azimuth@telus.net.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.
com, or write to PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Av-
enue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1. 

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Con-
tact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@shaw.
caor write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats:Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371or email 
her at suecreba@aquariusd.com.
 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact    president Starla Anderson  by email at 
starla anderson@shaw.ca  orIrene Wright (Gulf 
Islands), by phone/fax 1-250-537-5347, or email 
at aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: Contact  president 
Marianne Alto at 250-370-9199, write to  Box 
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5380, LCD9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4.or visit their 
website:www.victoriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats:  5367 Kingsway, Burnaby 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-432-
9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300 - 279 Laurier 
West,  Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free: 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS 
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org.

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organization: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-879-
3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website: www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office: 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 604-
801-5122, website: www.policyalternatives.ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1, Regional  Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, extension 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

CubaTours: for information about nonprofit 
educational tours of Cuba and books, phone 604-
874-9048 or go to www.cubatours.ca.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444

Government of Canada: www.gc.ca.

Government of BC: www.gov.bc.ca.

Greater Victoria Water Watch Coalition: visit  
www.greatervictoriawaterwatchcoalition.ca or 
phone 250-595-1701 or 250- 380-1197.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and political areas, www.napo-onap.ca.
,
NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca.
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Democrats 
must be to establish a Socialist Canada.” 

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and opposi-
tion spokespersons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by the 
Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organization, 
are available on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 a.m. to noon and 1-4  p.m., at the Blanshard 
Community Centre, 901 Kings Road (King and 
Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and #6 buses on 
Quadra Street. Service is free, and provided by 
trained volunteers. For further information phone 
250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of the 
BC Health Coalition. If you’re concerned about ac-
cess, affordability and quality of health care in our 
community, get involved by calling co-chairs Dale 
Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy Strong at 250-
592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society: 415-620 
View Street, Victoria, BC, phone 250-361-3521.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6, phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914, website www.vircs.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council:  219-275 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax: 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telus.net; 
Mike Eso, president; Mary Ehl, secretary; Mike 
Ferguson, treasurer. 

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 3R9, phone/fax 250-592-8307, email cen-
tre@vicpeace.ca or website www.vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglinton 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website: 
www.wwf.ca    

United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) 
- Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-2868, fax 
250-475-5898, email unavic@coastnet.com or 
website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Briarpatch Magazine: a progressive Canadian 
magazine, published 10 times a year, subscrip-
tions $24.61, 2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK, S4P 2R7, email briarpatchmag@sasktel.
com. 

Canadian Dimension Magazine: an independ-
ent socialist magazine, begun in 1963, and run by 
a cooperative, published 6 times a year, subscrip-
tion $24.50, students and unemployed $18.50, 
2B-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, MN, R3B 1G5, 
subscription hotline 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): reform-minded focus on mon-
etary issues and how they affect our society, email 
comerpub@comer.org,  website www.comer.org.

Global Outlook:  Ian Woods, editor; $25 Cana-
dian, PO Box 222, Oro, ON  L0L 2X0.

The CCPA Monitor: published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives,  410-75 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, $110 supporting 
membership with $75 tax0 receipt, or $25 low in-
come membership receives the Monitor monthly.

The Democrat: published by the BC NDP, 3110 
Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC, V5M 4A2, sub-
scription $10 per year.

The Straight: a weekly publication with features, 
articles, news and reviews from Vancouver, sub-
scription $117/52 issues in Canada, 2nd floor, 
1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, V6J 3G7, 
phone 604-730-7000, email info@straight.com.

New Internationalist: a communications co-
operative based in Oxford, it exists to report on 
issues of world poverty and inquality; to focus 
attention on the unjust relationship between the 
powerful and the powerless in both rich and poor 
nations; to debate and campaign for the radical 
changes necessary f the basic material and 
spiritual needs of all are to be met, subscriptions, 
$38.50 including GST ,PO Box 706, Markham, 
ON, L6B 1A7, phone 905-946-0407, fax: 905-946-
0410, email: magazines@indas.on.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by mostl abour organizations and 
other supporters of working pwople. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering the 
various dimensions of social and environmental 
justice.  Anyone can add an event and doing so 
is free for not-for-profit organizing and actions.  
Visit leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more 
information, or to subscribe.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada since May 2003. It aims to provide 
accurate, critical coverage that is accountable 
to its readers and the subjects it tackles. The 
Dominion can be read online, or delivered to 
your doorstep as a  print subscription. See www.
dominionpaper.ca/

The Republic: Vancouver-based socialist paper, 
subscriptions,  two issues per month, $25 per 
year; free at local news stands, PO Bo 56072, 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 5E2; email mag pie@lynx.
bc.ca.

Victoria Street Newz: a montly independent 
newspaper focussed on understanding the root 
causes and consequences of poverty.  It’s sold 
by vendors on Victoria’s streets, or by subscrip-
tion.  Archives and more information available at 
relativenewz.ca. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org --A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.counterpunch.org--an American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http//dominionpaper.ca--a Canadian ezine cov-
ering national and international stores that main-
stream sources may not cover. Updated daily.

www.globalproblematique.net/bcpolicyprobe 
-- Run by BC Policy Probe, this website features 
information and research about suh things as 
privatization of BC Hydro.

www.avaaz.org/en/global --Global warming is 
a global threat. By confronting it together, we 
can build a more just, tolerant, and vibrant world.

www.indymedia.org -- A collective of independ-
ent media organizations and hundreds of journal-
ists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage 
of events as they happen around the world.

www.informationclearinghouse.info  --World 
news daily--news you won’t find on CNN or 
Foxnews.

http://Newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is a 
good (and bad) news service with a refreshingly 
non-corporate view of the news, from local to 
global stories, with features, opinion, analysis -- all 
for free, including free classified ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria and the Islands. 

mai-not@globalproblematique.net-- Originally 
set up to discuss the implications of the Multi-
lateral Agreement on Investments, this website 
and related email list now discuss world-wide 
developments of concern to left-wing readers.

http://ndp.4webs.ca -- A new NDP list serve and 
bulletin board. Check it out.

www.pacificfreepress.com--with a mission to 
dig out nuggets of truth from the slag-heap of 
lies, ignorance and witless diversion that has 
buried public discourse today. Pacific Free Press 
provides a new venue for disseminating hard 
news and insightful, fact-based analysis of the 
harsh realities too often ignored or distorted by 
the mainstream press.

http://pej.org--PEJ News, a free service, serves 
up daily news, opinion and analysis of peace, 
environment and justice issues. Stay informed 
with web and email stories often days, weeks 
and months ahead of the mainstream media. The 
Peace, Earth & Justice News is produced entirely 
by volunteers and is a probject of the non-profit 
Prometheus Institute based in Victoria, BC.

www.policyalternatives.ca -- The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ web page offers 
research reports, books and opinion pieces done 
on issues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca -- A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progressive voices in Canada.

www.strategicthoughts.ca--You’ll find David 
Schreck’s columns and more here.

www.straightgoods.com -- A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.vancouverislandwaterwatchcoalition.
ca/

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car but still need to drive one sometimes, 
this welbsite may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--website by noted activist 
Mel Hurtig about the corporate threat to Canadian 
sovereignty, includes a whole range of features 
from online polls and petitions to editorials and 
information  updates.

www.wsws.org --The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of majorworld events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialistmovement.

COMMUNITY RADIO
Commercial free commujnity radio, CFUV is 
located at 101.9 FM and 104.3 Cable, or visit 
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca


