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The federal NDP’s 50th Anniversary 
Convention was an empowering celebra-
tion for the more than 1,500 delegates who 
travelled from every province and territory 
to attend.  

Held on the weekend of June 17-19 at 
Vancouver’s new harbour-front convention 
centre, past party leaders and members 
were honoured along with present leaders 
and party members for achieving the historic 
May 2 victory of becoming Canada’s Official 
Opposition. 

The opening ceremony put all delegates 
in a celebratory mood with Leader Jack Lay-
ton proudly sharing the stage with all but one 
of the 103 MPs in the NDP’s new caucus.  

In a later speech, Layton noted that the 
NDP elected 40 women to parliament on 
May 2, a record number of women, and 
that for the first time in history the average 
age of MPs is now below 50 — “our next 
generation of leaders”.  He also expressed in 
both official languages (as was the protocol 
throughout the  convention) that the 59 newly 
elected MPs from Quebec tell us “Quebecers 
don’t want the old debates anymore”. 

Throughout the three days of the con-
vention, NDP values were evident during 
passionate debates that resulted in pass-
ing strongly worded resolutions on many 
issues such as:  establishing a sustain-
able water policy; support of the Climate 
Change Accountability Act; a ban on tanker 
traffic in west coast waters; expanding the 
Canada Pension Plan; promoting a national 
anti-poverty strategy; supporting Status 
of Women Canada; eliminating violence 
against women; forging a new relationship 
with First Nations, Métis  and Inuit peoples.  

A resolution to reject any merger with the 
Liberal Party was narrowly defeated—del-
egates were divided on this question and a 
count had to be taken. This resolution was of 
particular interest to delegates who noticed 
the presence of former Liberal Party leader 
Stéphane Dion who attended the convention 
as an observer.   

As one of the delegates who shook Di-
on’s hand and welcomed him to the proceed-
ings, I encouraged him to cross the floor—he 
shares NDP climate change priorities at 
least.   His response was, “I agree with much 
NDP policy but some is not realistic — just 
a dream.”  I couldn’t help but ask, “Without 
a dream how could we ever move forward?”  
Stéphane smiled politely and walked back 
to the observers’ area.

The most controversial resolution pro-
posed was unfortunately presented near the 
end of the convention on Sunday morning 
when there was little time for delegates to 
debate amongst themselves.  The resolution 
proposed that the party reword the pre-
amble to the Constitution so that “socialist” 
be replaced with “social democrat”—it was 
argued that the values of the party would 
not change with the change in this label and 
that those Canadians who believe in NDP 
values would feel less wary to vote NDP if 
the change was made.  

Responders were adamant that labels 
do make a difference.  One delegate asked, 
“What are we trying to do—sanitize the 

party?” And another spiritedly challenged the 
resolution with the argument that, “You can 
take socialism out of the preamble but you 
can’t take socialism out of the NDP.”   

Newly elected party president Brian 
Topp stepped into the fray, asking that this 
resolution be deferred.  “This is our soul…
and we need to take more time to think about 
it,” he said. 

A slide show that walked us through the 
50 years of the NDP reminded us that we 
“stand on the shoulders of giants”.   Tommy 
Douglas, David Lewis, Ed Broadbent, Au-
drey McLoughlin, and Alexa McDonough 
proudly carried the NDP banner passed on 
to Jack Layton.   

Over 50 years, each of these giants 
helped to move the party to where our 
leader has now moved into Parliamentary 
offices reserved for the leader of the Oppo-
sition.    This is a remarkable achievement 
when we consider that both the Liberal and 
Conservative (for a time named Progressive-
Conservative) parties have been around 
since confederation in 1867—144 years!  

It seems to me that the 4.5 million voters 
who put their trust in the New Democratic 
Party on May 2 are in tune with our values, 
whether the constitution defines us as social-
ist or social democrat.

If this writer had any criticism of the reso-
lution process it was that this constitution-
changing resolution wasn’t presented to 
members well in advance of the convention 
so that delegates could bring the will of 
members to the convention.   The question 
is certain to reappear in two years’ time at 
the next convention, so riding associations 
have some work to do in helping members 
grapple with how socialist and social semo-
crat both stand together and stand apart in 
their implications for policy.  

Our goal is to work towards becoming 
government so it is necessary to recognize 
that the socialist label has been misused by 
many national states during the past cen-
tury.  Many Canadian immigrants are from 
countries that call themselves Socialist and 
have little in common with countries that 
call themselves social democrat—and many 
immigrants’ associations with socialism are 
not positive.  

The questions provoked by this resolu-
tion are complex and members need not 
only time but also national party support to 
arrive at answers. 

Looking towards the future, there are rich 
lessons to learn from the successful results 
of this recent campaign.   

Brad Lavigne, NDP national director, 
shared the party’s analysis of how we 
achieved Opposition status.  He said that 
the messaging was shaped for our main 
audience— working men and women who 
are “the sandwich generation” with con-
cerns both for their children and their aging 
parents.    The messaging was positive and 
gave voters a constructive reason to vote in 
contrast to the negative messaging of the 
Liberals and Conservatives: the aim was to 
attack problems—not persons.    

Lavigne credited Layton for gaining the 

My fellow New Democrats,
I wanted to share this with you first.
On February 5, 2010 I shared with Canadians that I, like 25,000 other Canadian men 

every year, had been diagnosed with prostate cancer. 
I have received overwhelming support from my loving family, my friends, my caucus 

and party, and thousands of everyday Canadians. 
Their stories and support have touched me. And I have drawn strength and inspiration 

from them. 
In the closing days of the most recent session of the House of Commons, I suffered 

from some stiffness and pain. 
After the House rose, I undertook a series of tests at Princess Margaret Hospital in 

Toronto. My battle against prostate cancer is going very well. My PSA levels remain virtu-
ally undetectable. 

However, these tests, whose results I received last week, also indicate that I have a 
new, non-prostate cancer that will require further treatment. So, on the advice of my doc-
tors, I am going to focus on treatment and recovery. 

I will therefore be taking a temporary leave of absence as Leader of the New Democratic 
Party of Canada. I’m going to fight this cancer now, so I can be back to fight for families 
when Parliament resumes. 

To that end, I have requested that the president of our party, Brian Topp, consult our 
Parliamentary caucus and then convene a meeting of our party’s federal council to appoint 
an interim leader. 

The interim leader will serve until I resume my duties. 
I intend to do so when Parliament meets on September 19. 
I am also making a recommendation on who the interim leader should be. 
I suggest that Hull-Aylmer MP Nycole Turmel be named interim leader during this period. 
Ms. Turmel enjoys unanimous support as the national chair of our Parliamentary cau-

cus. She is an experienced national leader in both official languages. And she will do an 
excellent job as our national interim leader. 

Let me conclude by saying this. 
If I have tried to bring anything to federal politics, it is the idea that hope and optimism 

should be at their heart. 
We CAN look after each other better than we do today. We CAN have a fiscally respon-

sible government. We CAN have a strong economy; greater equality; a clean environment. 
We CAN be a force for peace in the world. 
I am as hopeful and optimistic about all of this as I was the day I began my political 

work, many years ago. 
I am hopeful and optimistic about the personal battle that lies before me in the weeks 

to come. 
And I am very hopeful and optimistic that our party will continue to move forward. 
We WILL replace the Conservative government, a few short years from now. 
And we WILL work with Canadians to build the country of our hopes
Of our dreams
Of our optimism
Of our determination
Of our values.
Of our love. 
Thank you. 
    

NDP Leader 
Jack Layton has 
taken a leave of 
absence while he 
fights a second 
bout with cancer. 
But he 
promises to be 
back in mid-
September when 
Parliament 
resumes.

A message to New Democrats

Highlights of the federal NDP’s 
50th Anniversary Convention
A report with commentary by Starla Anderson

 Please turn to NDP Convention, page 2
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trust of so many voters, and said that the 
message that “Ottawa is broken and only 
Jack Layton can fix it!” resonated across 
the country, but especially in Quebec.  Que-
becers who voted NDP in record numbers 
decided they wanted to be on the side of a 
party that could make a difference.  

Lavigne said that the thinking was to 
“Get out in front of the change and be there 
when it arrived.”   

He described various strategies that 
helped to build volunteer teams.  In Toronto 
Davenport, for example, teams of volunteers 
were out in the riding doing pre-election 
campaign work:  raising funds and getting 
others to volunteer.  They went into schools 
and seniors’ homes to get the vote out and 
they were also active on social network 
sites.  

(In Saanich-Gulf Islands, the same 
strategies were in place almost a year 
before the writ was dropped, thanks to the 
efforts of Jennifer Burgis, Michele Murphy, 
Carol Pickup, Linda Black and others on 
the Election Planning Committee—but we 
couldn’t quite put together the budget that 
the Green Party put together for their pre-
writ campaign in Saanich-Gulf Islands.)

Other convention speakers included 
Raymond Louie, Vancouver deputy mayor; 
Adrian Dix, leader, British Columbia NDP;  
Stephen Lewis, former leader, Ontario NDP 
and former special envoy for HIV/AIDS in 
Africa; Darrell Dexter, NDP premier of Nova 
Scotia; Ken Georgetti, president, Canadian 
Labour Congress;  Andrea Horwath, leader, 
Ontario NDP; Hélène Laverdière, NDP 
MP, Laurier/Sainte Marie, Québec; Romeo 
Sagansh, NDP MP, Abitibi-Baie-James-
Nunavik-Eeyou (Québec).

Layton’s closing address on Sunday 
morning reiterated the winning NDP mes-
sage:  the right to quality health care, 
education as the basis of the economy, the 
importance of women and men continuing 
to work to reach equality, the necessity of 
basic environmental policies to assure clean 
air and water, and assurance that seniors 
are able to retire with dignity—not having to 
go to food banks for sustenance.  

He spoke of the hard working Canadian 
family as Canada’s “greatest resource and 
strength” and said that we must pay hom-
age to the millions of women and men who 
have worked so hard to bring about a better 
Canada.  

He singled out former Saskatchewan 
premier Alan Blakeney who passed away 
in mid-April for special recognition for his 
“key role in bringing to Saskatchewan the 
first health care system in North America”. 

Layton concluded with a special “Thanks 
to You!” signifying the delegates on the floor 
who helped to deliver the best ever results 
for the New Democratic Party of Canada.   

The NDP leader received many stand-
ing ovations during the convention—when-
ever he entered or exited the convention 
room.  There was no doubt about the 
respect and appreciation felt for him by 
the delegates, but just to reinforce what 
was tacitly known, the results of the au-
tomatic leadership review given near the 
end of the convention showed that 97.9% 
of the more than 1,500 delegates voted 
against seeking a party leader election.   

Has any other political leader ever 
received that kind of support?   Lay-
ton’s raised cane and his charismat-
ic smile became symbols of the hu-
manity that NDP members work for.

On CTV news the night the convention 
ended, political reporter Craig Oliver said 
that “Canadians are listening to the NDP 
with open ears.”  

Four and a half million voting Canadi-
ans have awakened those who have been 
sleeping.  The NDP is concerned with social 
justice issues that are inherent in policy 
decisions about the economy and jobs, 
the environment, health care, education, 
childcare, and pensions. 

It remains for members to decide 
whether they want to identify themselves 
as Ssocialists or social democrats going 
into the election four years from now. The 
question is: ARE the values the same?

Starla Anderson is past president of Saanich-Gulf 
Islands federal NDP riding association.

NDP convention, continued from page 1

 In March 2011, local marketing firm 
McAllister Media conducted an anonymous 
online survey on behalf of the Victoria Cool 
Aid Society, which greatly appreciates and 
thanks those 390 people who donated their 
time by taking the online survey. 

Due to the small sample size and the 
self-selection of respondents results are 
not considered statistically reliable; however 
they do provide insights into areas for 
improvement for the Cool Aid Society. 

 The following key themes are noteworthy 
(elaborated below):

 Homelessness affects many people 
directly:

• Cool Aid is seen as the leading 
organization providing solutions

• The public is not very aware that 
Cool Aid provides permanent hous-
ing, mental health services, employ-
ment and healthy recreation options

• People become involved for a vari-
ety of reasons and their perceptions 
often change when they do

 Of the general public surveyed , 26.6% 
believe homelessness has a big impact on 
them, 32.5% somewhat of an impact, 30.8% 
a limited impact and only 10.1% stated 
homelessness had no impact at all. 

Businesses were even more affected 
with 43.3% believing homelessness had a 
big impact on them, 33.3% somewhat of an 
impact, 16.7% a limited impact and 6.7% 
had no impact at all.

 While the majority of respondents 
identified Cool Aid as doing more than any 
other organization locally to tackle the issue 
of homelessness, many other organizations 
were seen to be contributing solutions 
including (in order of ranking): City of 
Victoria, Our Place, Salvation Army, Greater 
Victoria Coalition to End Homelessness, 
Pacifica Housing, Vancouver Island Health 
Authority, Mustard Seed, United Way and 
BC Housing.

Sixty-eight percent of the general public 
thought Cool Aid was making a difference 
while 28.8% were unsure; 44.8% of busi-
nesses also felt Cool Aid was making a 
difference while 41.4% were unsure of the 

difference being made. 
38.5% of general public and businesses 

were somewhat familiar with Cool Aid, with 
businesses trending towards very familiar 
with 31.4% and the general public trending 
towards familiar with 29%. 

Over 70% correctly identified that Cool 
Aid provided emergency shelter, a support 
network, resources, health care and dental 
care, while 65% identified Cool Aid as a 
homelessness charity that provided coun-
selling. Respondents were generally not 
aware that Cool Aid also provides housing 
(351 units), mental health support, employ-
ment services and sports and recreation ser-
vices at the Downtown Community Centre.

 Volunteers donate their time to Cool 
Aid because 51.6% deeply care about 
homelessness, 27.4% think it seems like 
a good idea, 24.2% have strong moral/
spiritual beliefs, 11.3% know someone 
affected, and 11.3% have been affected 
themselves.

 Donors make gifts to Cool Aid because 
58.8% deeply care about homelessness, 
32.5% think it seems like a good idea, 27.5% 
have strong moral/spiritual beliefs, 11.3% 
know someone affected, and 3.8% have 
been affected themselves. 

Perceptions of the issues have changed 
for both volunteers (32.2%) and donors 
(35.5%) since they became involved with 
Cool Aid.

 Survey results will be used to help 
guide Cool Aid with its communications. A 
summary of results has also been published 
at www.CoolAid.org/survey.

 The Victoria Cool Aid Society has been 
building hope, lives and community in the 
Capital Region for over 40 years, since 
1968, through a wide range of programs 
including supported housing, community 
health and dental services, emergency 
shelter, mental health and employment 
services, and the Downtown Community 
Centre. Cool Aid focuses its services for 
adults who are homeless or in need of help. 

For more information visit www.CoolAid.
org or call 250-383-1977. 

On June 27, 2011. the Canadian Diabetes Association visited the IOOF at the Odd 
Fellows Hall on Douglas Street.  There, members welcomed Chuck Pusateri, a volunteer 
and board member for CDA for Vancouver island. 

Pusateri gave an excellent lecture presentation to a number of Odd Fellows from Lodge 
#1 on the growing diagnosis of the disease of diabetes -- including juvenile diabetes. He 
also explained how people in the community can become involved raising awareness on 
health information and about the cause of CDA. 

“As someone who formally worked at the Canadian Diabetes Association in 1995 on 
the door-to-door campaign and, with diabetes in the family, I was thrilled to make contact 
with Chuck,” said Diane Walsh, financial secretary of IOOF, Victoria Lodge #1.

Odd Fellows donate $2,700 to diabetes

Brother Gordon Gale, IOOF Grand Warden, BC (left) and Brother Jonathan Lee, 
Victoria Lodge #1 Nobel Grand (centre) present a $2,700 cheque to the Canadian 
Diabetes Association, represented by CDA board member and volunteer Chuck 
Pusateri (right).

Diane Walsh photo

Cool Aid survey shows it is seen as 
leading organization providing solutions

Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331    FAX: 250-384-8381    Email: vlcbc@telus.net
The VLC,  representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area, 

holds its regular monthly meeting the third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm
at the BCGEU Auditorium, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:

Residential & Commercial  • Service & Renos
A locally owned & operated family business 
Reliable •  Priced Fair • Quality workmanship

Call   250-727-3888    or    e-mail   info@fraserplumbing.ca

Tommy Douglas is going to appear on 
a Canadian stamp coming out next year in 
July to honour his role in bringing medicare 
to the people of Canada.

In the most recent issue of its publica-
tion for stamp collectors, Details, Canada 
Post listed new stamps for 2012, including 
“Tommy Douglas and the Birth of Medicare”.

The announcement did not say whether 
the stamp issue will be made up of one or 
more stamps. Canada Post will probably 
announce details of this stamp issue next 
spring.

Tommy Douglas has already appeared 
on a Canadian stamp. In 1998, Canada Post 
issued 10  45-cent stamps honouring pro-
vincial premiers. Tommy, who was Premier 
of Saskatchewan from 1944 to 1961, rep-
resented Saskatchewan. During that time, 
he established the health care plan in that 
province that grew into Canadian medicare.

According to the CBC, Tommy Douglas 
was the most influential politician never to 
be elected prime minister. He pursued his 
radical ideas relentlessly until they became 
so mainstream rival politicians claimed them 
as their own. 

Called a communist and threatened by 

Tommy Douglas to appear on a postage 
stamp -- for the second time

in-party fighting, Douglas battled hard to 
bring the New Democratic Party to legiti-
macy in its first ten years. He was often criti-
cized for his singular idealism but through 
it all Douglas was undeterred, convinced 
that he was helping to create a better, more 
humane society.

    

T.C. Tommy Douglas
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By Dale Perkins 
I decided to volunteer as an official 

“observer” to the HST referendum.  I went 
as a participant in the Fight HST campaign, 
received my orientation from Elections BC 
and responded to an anti HST campaign 
coordinator to take five-hour shift on two 
occasions. 

I went to the Elections BC headquarters 
on Fort Street and gained entry on two morn-
ings, for the 7:00 am to 12:00 noon shifts.  I 
entered a cavernous open floor with tables, 
computers and boxes filled with envelopes, 
and about 20 people sitting at tables and 
processing ballot envelopes.  

As an observer, and both times there 
were just two of us there but only from the 
Fight HST campaign, I was allowed to watch 
at a distance, and only speak to supervisors 
present overseeing the entire process. I 
counted 19 “Screeners” the times I was 
there. Their task was to scan ‘B’ envelopes, 
which had been already taken out of the 
yellow mailing envelope which had been 
opened and sorted at a central warehouse 
and boxed into electoral district boxes and 
delivered to this central office on Fort Street. 
The screeners scanned the envelopes 
through a computer and checked whether 
the name and birth date corresponded to the 
information on the bar code. Envelopes then 
were separated three ways: either accepted 
to be counted later, or to be shown to a su-
pervisor for determining their acceptability, 
or rejected as not valid nor “countable”.  

This all went on at 20 separate tables 
and computers, and it was impossible to 
check whether it was done correctly.  The 
“accepted” piles of envelopes in electoral 
district boxes were stored in another sec-
tion of the floor, to be opened later and 
eventually counted after the date for ballot-
ing ended (Friday, August 5/11, 4:30 p.m.)  
Then envelopes ‘B’ would be opened and 
the ‘secret ballot’ would be taken out, and 
later opened and counted.

It was all very factory-like, and the 
people running the operation seemed like 
competent folks who were following the 
“letter of the law” as outlined by Elections 
BC.  I never saw any gross violations, but 
then I really wasn’t able to view the individual 
work happening, nor will other observers 
actually witness the count close enough 
to scrutinize the activity.  This is not like a 
regular election, nor are the rules for scru-
tinizers followed. 

At the end of the day one wonders about 
several things:  nobody but Elections BC 

staff were involved in the first sorting of the 
“yellow” envelopes (lots of room there for 
mischief or envelope tampering), nobody 
can scrutinize those envelopes ‘B’ which 
were rejected by the screeners, and finally, 
nobody will be able to scrutinize the vot-
ing.  We have only the system and people 
employed by Elections BC to determine 
whether the voting is valid or accurate. 

However, the real issue for the folks in 
Fight HST who take observers’ accumulated 
comments and write up a report is what to 
do about it.

If the report is critical and made to Elec-
tions BC and the public prior to the count, 
that would have handed Christy Clark and 
the Smart Tax Alliance people an excuse 
to cancel the process before the ballots 
are counted (particularly if Clark’s political 
advisors think they will lose the fight).  If the 
report is critical and is held up until after the 
ballots are counted and the results declared, 
then the problem – if the count is to retain 
the HST -- the anti campaign would be seen 
as sour grapes and declared as such by BC 
Liberals and the corporate media.  If the ma-
jority count is to “Extinguish the HST”, then 
why would the Fight HST campaign present 
a critical report on the process? 

Consequently, how important is/was it to 
observe the process and dedicate so many 
hours in this fashion? If observers really 
cannot scrutinize the process or challenge 
mischief or errors on the spot, then were we 
ever more than “window dressing” to allow 
Elections BC to claim the process was open 
and done according to regulations and good 
democratic governance?

I, for one, was an observer who felt I 
was being used by Elections BC to give 
the appearance of a legitimate referendum 
process.  I doubt whether the many $mil-
lions spent and the countless hours given 
by legions of people will actually provide us 
with a true expression of public will around 
a public policy issue that could and should 
have been cleared up months ago. Referen-
dums at the time of a provincial election are 
legitimate with all of the structures in place 
to make the vote a true reflection of public 
opinion and will.  

What we’ve been about around this 
referendum doesn’t make the grade! This is 
not to fault the work of the Fight HST forces, 
or the integrity of Elections BC. The fault 
lies squarely on Christy Clark’s and the BC 
Liberal’s door step.

Dale Perkins is a social activist and retired UCC 
minister.

HST referendum observer 
reports, feels “used”

VICTORIA - Nearly 2,000 people sub-
mitted comments about the proposed Raven 
Coal Mine project on Vancouver Island dur-
ing the 30-day public comment period, an 
unprecedented number in terms of public 
participation in a provincial environmental 
assessment process. The volume of com-
ments -- overwhelmingly in opposition to the 
mine -- is yet another demonstration of the 
public massive rejection of this proposed 
coal mine project.

“To the best of our knowledge only three 
times before has there been this level of 
public opposition during a provincial en-
vironmental assessment process -- with 
the Bute Inlet Hydro project, the Glacier 
Howser Power Project, and the Lodgepole 
Coal Mine -- and all three of those projects 
are dead in the water,” said Tria Donaldson, 
Pacific Coast campaigner for the Wilderness 
Committee. 

“The provincial government needs to be 
paying very close attention to this process, 
and be prepared to do the right thing for lo-
cal communities and for the environment,” 
said Donaldson. “The public has given a 
resounding ‘No’ to Raven Coal, now govern-
ment has to act.”

Though the final count of comments is 
not yet available because of a delay in post-
ing comments, it is already clear that the 
Raven Coal Mine has set a new bench mark 

for public participation with almost 1,900 
comments posted by the assessment office 
June 21. The Glacier Howser Private Power 
Project, which was the previous benchmark, 
had 1,100 comments posted.

“The public sentiment is clear: we don’t 
want to risk clean water, the sustainable 
shellfish industry and quality of life for 16 
years of a dirty coal mine,” said Donaldson. 
“From the BC Shellfish Growers Associa-
tion to the Port Alberni and District Labour 
Council to the K’omoks First Nations -- a 
diverse group of organizations and people 
are standing against this project.”

In its history, the BC environmental as-
sessment process has only turned down two 
projects. The final decision about whether 
or not to approve the proposal rests with 
the Minister of the Environment, Terry Lake.

“We are looking for Minister Lake to 
take leadership on this file, and show that 
he will listen to the people of this province,” 
said Donaldson. “Ultimately, the provincial 
government has the power to stop this de-
structive project from going ahead.” 

The Raven Coal Mine is currently at the 
midway point of the assessment process. 
It is expected that the next phase of public 
comments will happen 10 months to a year 
from now, with a final decision expected 
sometime after that.

VANCOUVER - John Doyle, the Audi-
tor General of British Columbia, released 
a damning report July 7, regarding the 
provincial Environmental Assessment Of-
fice (EAO).  

The report, entitled “An Audit of the En-
vironmental Assessment Office’s Oversight 
of Certified Product”, found that the EAO 
was not adequately monitoring industrial 
projects nor ensuring that environmental 
commitments were being met by develop-
ment proponents.  The EAO is responsible 
for assessing major industrial projects, 
including mines, power projects and tourist 
destination resorts, for their potential envi-
ronmental impacts.

“The Wilderness Committee has said 
for the past decade that the Environmental 
Assessment process in BC is broken and 
toothless – little more than a rubber stamp 
for mining and other industrial develop-
ments,“ said Gwen Barlee, policy director 

VICTORIA -- Members of a Capital 
Region District (CRD) sub committee voted 
today to move the controversial Marine Trail 
Holdings development to the next phase of 
the approval process.

“There was an opportunity for real 
leadership today, and it slipped through the 
fingers of Land Use Committee A,” said Cam 
Gray, Vancouver Island outreach coordina-
tor with the Wilderness Committee. “Unfor-
tunately, a small sub committee has ignored 
the clear message sent to them by the public 
and the will of the larger CRD board.”

In recent months, both the public and 
the majority of the full CRD board have been 
actively opposing this project. Hundreds 
of people participated in open houses and 
wrote in, detailing their concerns. The CRD 
board responded by asking Ida Chong, the 
BC Minister of Community Development, 
for an Order in Council to change the voting 
structure so the full board could vote. Their 
request was turned down, leading to the 
vote which happened July 13.

“This 260 vacation home development is 
located in a wilderness area adjacent to the 
popular Juan de Fuca Marine Trail provincial 
park,” said Tria Donaldson, Pacific Coast 
campaigner with the Wilderness Committee. 
“A development of this magnitude contra-

for the Wilderness Committee.  “The audi-
tor general’s report confirms many of our 
criticisms.” 

In 2002, the BC government weakened 
the Environmental Assessment Act which 
was first introduced in 1994. Since 1995 the 
Office has assessed 219 industrial projects 
refusing certification for just one-- the Garib-
aldi at Squamish project, a proposed resort 
community near Whistler.

“The issue here is that the public inter-
est is not being protected,” said Barlee. “In 
addition to the environmental implications, 
we are concerned that the citizens or BC 
are losing confidence in this and other 
government processes – it’s a dangerous 
thing when people lose trust in their public 
institutions,” said Barlee.  “The Environmen-
tal Assessment Office needs a complete 
overhaul to restore the public’s trust and to 
adequately protect our environment.” 

Auditor General’s report confirms 
major problems with BC 
Environmental Assessment Office 
“Toothless and broken” system is little more than a rubber 
stamp, says Wilderness Committee 

Deluge of public comments show massive 
opposition to Raven Coal Mine project

venes the regional growth strategy and will 
have a impact on wildlife, recreation and 
tourism opportunities.

“The strong public interest in this issue 
shows that there is huge concern about the 
future of the Juan de Fuca forestlands,” add-
ed Gray. “That’s why, in addition to a public 
meeting in Sooke, the CRD needs to hold 
a meeting in the Greater Victoria Region.”

Controversial Juan de Fuca Trail 
development goes to public meeting 

Dogwood reacts to Juan 
de Fuca trail decision

VICTORIA  — In response to the July 
13 vote by CRD Land Use Committee A, 
the Dogwood Initiative’s Gordon O’Connor 
made the following statement:

“This action clearly contradicts the public 
interest. It ignores the regional growth strat-
egy and official community plan. It is now up 
to the entire CRD board to take legal action 
and protect our home.

“Many CRD directors expressed outrage 
with the proposal, but could not stop Land 
Use Committee A from approving more ur-
ban sprawl. This points to a broader issue 
for our region —  the ability for the CRD to 
enforce its regional growth strategy, one of 
the key tools for protecting farms and forests 
from reckless development.”
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Our view:

As others see it

“This so-called affluent society is an ugly society still.  It is a vulgar 
society. It is a meretricious society.  It is a society in which priorities 

have gone all wrong.” --Aneurin Bevan, British Labour politician, 1959

We welcome your letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, 
and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers. 

Please mail them to the Editor, at  Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 4E8,  email them to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

The DEADLINE to submit material for the next issue is
Friday, September 30

At press time, chaos, violence, fear and famine stalked the world like the 
four horsemen of the apocalypse.  Britain, Afghanistan, Syria, Norway, Somalia, 
Yemen and Pakistan hit the headlines, while many other countries were swept 
up in another global financial crisis and outpourings of public anger.  People 
everywhere feel they don’t count in the eyes of governments and international 
financiers; that no-one cares about them and their problems.  During demon-
strations by 250,000 people in Israel, one woman put it succinctly, “People are 
just fed-up”.

Despite this, there is media and political obsession with “the market” and 
“investors”.  The world is in a serious mess and much of the blame belongs to 
those “markets” and “investors” and governments that toady to them.  Thanks 
to these mysterious entities – “the market” is spoken of in tones of reverence 
by TV newsreaders and financial commentators – millions of people are out 
of work, losing hope, frustrated, marginalized and turning to violence.  As The 
Guardian put it, we have privatized the profit and socialized the debt.  Ireland, 
Greece and Britain are warned that the next two generations of ordinary people 
will carry the burden of debt created by casino-style financial hooliganism of the 
last few years.   

But it is not just irresponsible financiers.  Those who govern the world, have 
much to answer for, as do we all.  Another major obsession of governments 
and “markets” is “growth”.  What has all this growth done for us lately?  There 
are more billionaires than ever before, but everywhere there is a yawning gap 
between rich and poor.  Growing populations are creating unprecedented fam-
ines or being packed into mega-cities to swell the ranks of unemployed, unedu-
cated, hopeless slum dwellers.

Stephen Harper and John Baird wander to China, India, Brazil and else-
where looking for “growth”, which actually seems to mean moving Canadian 
manufacturing and skilled jobs overseas, while exporting our raw materials and 
importing almost everything we use. 

The tragedy in the Horn of Africa may seem remote but it epitomizes much 
of what is wrong in the world.  As so often in the last 50 years, the world watch-
es as lines of exhausted women and their emaciated children struggle through 
the heat and dust.  It is almost obscene that we can sit watching the tragedy 
play out on TV from our comfortable homes on Vancouver Island.

Yet no one, it seems, can say “Enough!” and get a grip on the situation – 
probably because it is beyond the capability of any person or international orga-
nization.  Many call for the eradication of poverty – a major cause of the global 
problems -- but the forces of religion and ideology frustrate attempts to break 
the endless cycle of population growth and increasing poverty, which is degrad-
ing the ability of the planet to support us.

Unfortunately, most so-called leaders do not have a clue.  Speaking after 
the riots in the UK, Prime Minister David Cameron promised heavy-handed 
retribution for the looters and arsonists, saying that “a lack of responsibility is at 
the heart of the problem”.  But who is lacking in responsibility?  Rioting teenag-
ers and their parents certainly, but who else?  Go back 30 years to the birth of 
Thatcherism and Reaganomics when western governments started a spree of 
privatizing their national assets, cutting funds for education and social safety 
nets, promoting greed and profit above all else and leaving the future of their 
countries to the whims of the” market”.  Success means starting a business to 
make violent video games rather than real jobs.  

Now we are reaping the whirlwind.  Like many countries, the UK has many 
unemployed, under-educated, bored and frustrated young people – many 
of them the children of unemployed, undereducated, frustrated parents.   As 
youngsters hang around street corners texting and chatting on their (Canadian) 
Blackberries,  the bankers roll by in Mercedes and Porsches, perceived to be 
paid for by ordinary people who have had to bail out the banks and pay six 
figure pensions to the disgraced CEO’s, and who will be paying for decades 
to come.  In a bizarre twist, cellphone manufacturers who espouse “growth” 
helped fuel the London (and Vancouver) riots, enabling would-be rioters across 
the cities to communicate and join in.

Riots in London and Athens, famine in Africa, repression in Syria and nucle-
ar meltdown in Japan may seem like another world here in Canada.  But let us 
beware of smugness or complacency.  The seeds of discontent are everywhere 
and it requires only a catalyst such as governments that are perceived to be 
out of touch with people to ignite the fuse.  Here in BC, years of right-wing BC 
Liberal ideology have left us with unaffordable higher education, scandalous 
levels of child poverty, old people facing a hopeless future and our economy 
dependent on “investment” (i.e...takeovers) from China.  

Just a stone’s throw from the US, we are not as isolated as we might think 
and what happens there affects us mightily. The last few weeks have high-
lighted the stupidity paralyzing the US political system where Republicans 
accept no responsibility for the problems and insist that the deficit be met only 
by spending cuts which affect “ordinary” Americans and not by tax increases on 
the rich and the corporate sector who played such a large part in creating the 
current mess.

 In the Times Colonist, a former North Saanich mayor spoke of “demands 
for growth” in the CRD.  Let us be careful what we wish for.  Who is demanding 
all this “growth”?  Around Victoria it seems to be developers wanting to build 
on agricultural land or by the Juan de Fuca Trail.  One day, when there is an 
earthquake and/or a tsunami, there may be 400,000 people in greater Victoria 
with no electric power, many homeless, food for only three days and ferries out 
of action.  What price the “demand for growth” then?   – DJO

Ignorance is an evil weed which dictators may cultivate among 
     their dupes, but which no democracy can afford among its citizens. 

--William Beveridge. British economist. 1944 

We all have much to answer for

By Dale Perkins
I have a few US American family mem-

bers (by marriage) and therefore pay more 
attention to things-American when they are 
thrust before me, demanding attention.

I’ve pondered the so-called debt-crisis 
confronting the US government, knowing 
while there’s absolutely nothing I can do 
about it I should be concerned and inter-
ested. I listen to the interminable debates 
going on between Republicans and Demo-
crats (and inside the Republican camp, the 
fierce struggle for the hearts and minds of 
the far Right with the Tea Party’s demands 
and posturing). It’s impossible to avoid and 
I wonder if it’s having an affect on us Cana-
dians to the north. 

I realize the crisis has more to do with 
the contest between individual freedoms 
of the privileged, who feel they are forced 
to be compromised and challenged by the 
interests of “commoners”. The individual, 
they believe, has established the American 
standard of life as a direct result of their 
personal initiative and pursuit of happiness. 
Paying attention to “others” or making con-
cessions for the sake of the common good 
might be OK now and then, as long as it 
doesn’t jeopardize individual freedoms to 
exploit their opportunities to make a buck 
and enjoy the “good life”.  

Consequently, the US has become the 
highest per capita debt nation in the world.  
All they seem capable of doing is continu-
ally raising the ceiling on their national debt. 
Along with that, their grotesque fixation 
against taxation – cutting programs be-
comes their only option, as long as they’re 
not those programs established for the 
military, policing and prisons. 

Paul Willcocks, puts it so simply – the 
US now spends much more than it takes 
in (Times Colonist, August 2, 2011). And it 
keeps cutting back on what it takes in from 
taxes.  He pointedly reveals that the US col-
lects taxes equal to 24 percent of its GDP.  
Canada collects 31 percent of its GDP, and 
the average for all OECD countries is now 
34.8 percent.  If the Americans were to fol-
low suit it could have a balanced budget 
immediately, without cutting anything from 
spending. In short, it is the American’s pho-
bia of taxation that is the primary cause of 
their debt crisis

A US ethicist I pay a lot of attention to 
is Richard Rohr, a committed Franciscan 
monk who writes daily electronic medita-
tions I read religiously. He argues that it’s 
very difficult to develop a consistent ethic 

of life in the US right now. That’s mainly 
because they have romanticized individual 
freedoms to the point where the common 
good consistently gets sidelined before it’s 
allowed to generate any political traction. 
He very much longs for a consistent ethic 
of life, which can distinguish between indi-
vidual self- interest and the interests of the 
community. 

I wonder if we British Columbians also 
have allowed ourselves to be taken in by 
this warped ideology? Certainly, the BC 
Liberal government has made taxes a 
primary concern.  Pre HST their mantra 
was to reduce taxes and put the savings 
“back into people’s pockets”.  Nowhere in 
their rhetoric was any consideration given 
to public services being reduced or cut to 
accommodate the lost revenue. 

Many of us have argued that the cuts 
and reductions are deliberate, because 
with the resulting public dissatisfaction and 
complaints, this would provide a licence for 
Liberals to hand over the services to the 
private corporate section. It has consistently 
been the pattern since 2001, and “the beat 
goes on”!

What also has happened is that slowly 
we are allowing ourselves to adopt the US 
ideology of “taxes are bad and must be 
reduced or eliminated”.

With that trend we are allowing our 
legacy of exceptional public services to be 
decimated and taken over by the private, 
corporate sector. Whether we’re referring to 
public health care or public education ser-
vices, it really is the same struggle going on.

Can we awaken ourselves and our 
brothers and sisters to this dangerous 
devolvement of attitude around the com-
mon good? Much is at stake – perhaps the 
survival of our civilization.

Dale Perkins is a social activist and retired UCC 
minister.

HIKING THE GULF ISLANDS OF BRIT-
ISH COLUMBIA, (3rd ed), by C. Kahn, 
HARBOUR PUBLISHERS

Salt Spring Islander Charles Kahn has 
meticulously outlined all the wonderful trails 
of our beautiful Gulf Islands. In addition, he 
has outlined the ways to enjoy our marine 
parks. You can easily plan your summer 
activities by following the suggestions in 
this great guide book.

                                   --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:

Much is at stake--including the survival 
of our civilization
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Friends of the Lower Island News
Your help is needed!

As you no doubt realize, we did not publish an issue of the LIN in June this 
year -- due to lack of funds -- and we almost didn’t publish this issue either when 
we discovered that our mailing list has risen to over 3,000 names since the BC 
NDP Leadership race. It was only when a loyal reader offered to loan us $1,000 to 
help cover the $2,000 it will cost to mail this issue, that we decided to proceed. 

But a loan has to be repaid. The board of the LIN will be exploring every pos-
sible way the LIN’s revenue can be increased, from finding more advertisers to 
possibly increasing the cost of ads. We’d like to be able to make those infamous 
“efficiencies” that the government so often talks about, but we already run a bare-
bones operation, run by volunteers, with only the printer, couriter and the post 
office being paid.

It has been suggested that we should start selling the LIN by subscription, but 
that would take a lot of manpower we don’t have and would cut out some of our 
less well off readers, and we want the paper to be read by as many people as pos-
sible.

So it all comes down to you Friends of the LIN. Many of you have given gener-
ously to help us in the past, and I’m afraid we’re asking for your help once again. 

But I am also applealing to all you who have received the  paper over the past 
28 years and have never given a donation. If you like the LIN, want it to continue to 
be published and can afford to give something, please consider becoming a sup-
porting donor and send us a cheque, whatever amount you can afford to give.  All 
donations, large and small, will be much appreciated.

If you would like to advertise in the LIN or know a business that might, please 
let us know, as we want to find a mininum of 20 more new advertisers.

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 
Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. 
Please indicate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortuately we can’t take credit 
card donations, nor give tax receipts.  

And thank you again! 
  --Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board 

OUR READERS WRITE

Interim New Democratic Party federal 
leader Nicole Turmel has as much right as 
anyone to quit a political party, and to join 
another one. 

Parliament recognizes that Quebec is 
a nation within the present Canadian fed-
eration. Many Quebecois seek to fulfill their 
aspirations through sovereignty, which it is 
their democratic right to pursue. 

The NDP stands for an “asymmetrical 
federalism”, and against the odious Clarity 
Act -- positions which attract many Quebe-

We are being informed by BC Hydro 
that Smart Meters are going to be installed 
at our homes in the near future in spite of 
a mounting body of evidence from various 
respectable organizations that point to the 
negative effects of wireless electromagnetic 
radiation on the human body. 

In May of this year, even the World 
Health Organization’s International Agency 
for Research on Cancer classified radio-
frequency electromagnetic fields as pos-
sibly carcinogenic to humans (Group 2B) 
and pending further studies, advised that 
precautions should be taken to reduce 
exposure.

Some of the possible adverse health 
effects include depression, difficulties sleep-
ing, skin problem, weakness and fatigue, 
nausea, seizures,  dizziness, memory 
problems, cardiovascular disorders, steril-
ity, autism, neurodegenerative diseases, 
leukemia, strokes, acoustical neuromas, 
breathing dysfunctions, confusion, ear pain, 
tinnitus, and headaches. Possible long term 
health effects include among others cancer, 
DNA damage and learning difficulties. Chil-
dren are the most vulnerable.

Surveys in Canada and Europe show 
that about 3% of people are severely 
sensitive to electromagentic radiation, and 
another 35% experience moderate to mild 
sensitivity. 

Mayor Lew Tremaine from California 
warns that being exposed to these electro-
magnetic and radio wave fields will have an 
unforeseen health risk and “for people who 
are sensitive to electromagnetic radiation, 
it’s going to be a living nightmare.”

Dr. David Carpenter, director of the 
Institute for Health and the Environment 
at the University at Albany, SUNY, stated 
that , “We have evidence…that exposure 
to radiofrequency radiation…increases the 
risk of cancer, increases damage to the ner-
vous system, causes electrosensitivity, has 
adverse reproductive effects and a variety 
of other effects on different organ systems.  
There is no justification for the statement 

that Smart Meters have no adverse health 
effects.“ He further advises, “An informed 
person should demand that they be allowed 
to keep their analog meter.” 

Dr. Andrew Weil said, “Electromagnetic 
pollution may be the most significant form 
of pollution human activity has produced in 
this century!”

Martin Blank, PhD. from the Columbia 
University, Department. of Physiology and 
Cellular Biophysics says, “Our DNA...is 
particularly sensitive to electromagnetic 
fields. If we are to protect our genetic code, 
it is critical that we take steps as a society 
to protect DNA from damage.”

We are being bombarded by environ-
mental pollution day and night, year after 
year. There is poison in the air, in the water, 
in the food we are consuming -- there is no 
escape. Why then -- I wonder -- should we 
be exposed to even more hazardous ele-
ments like electromagnetic radiation with 
unknown consequences? Who is benefiting 
from this? Surely not we residents. 

There are actually safer technologies 
available, for instance fibre optic or phone or 
shielded electrical power cable. Why not just 
keep your current meter? There is nothing 
wrong with that device. 

What could be done to protect us 
residents from these “smart” meters? Just 
speak up and let BC Hydro know that you 
are strongly opposed and don’t want them 
at your home. 

Will they listen? Maybe not. But maybe 
they have to, if we all come forward -- at 
least this what they should do with all the 
evidence. 

We residents are not willing to be guinea 
pigs. Don’t wait, hoping that others would 
get active, your voice counts! Do write to 
Premier Christy Clark (premier@gov.bc.ca) 
to let her know you don’t want a smart meter 
at your home. Just step forward and demand 
that there is a moratorium on the installation 
of these devices!

                    H.Horie   
                           North Saanich 

Dear Premier Clark :
 As someone with a serious disability, I 

feel abandoned by you and your government. 
First of all, the Disability Benefits that 

I receive from your government are so 
paltry and meagre that I cannot even live on 
them anymore. You and your government 
have done nothing to make them liveable 
and you have done nothing to increase them 
to the inflation rate. 

My constant requests to your government 
to index my disability allowance to the cost of 
living have fallen on callous and deaf ears. 
How can you expect people with chronic 
medical disabilities to rent in Victoria for 
$375 per month and live on $531.42 support 
money per month!  

 It is inhumane for your government 
to watch people with disabilities suffer in 
extreme poverty and do absolutely nothing 
about it ! 

 People with Disabilities have never 
been the focus of any Liberal Budget and it is 
time that they were. People with Disabilities 
are always left out of any new Liberal 
initiatives and we have been abandoned 
by you as premier. As our new premier, you 
need to make People with Disabilities and 
our financial needs a top priority for your 
government. You and your government need 
to immediately raise the monthly allowance 
for people with disabilities to at least $1200 
and you need to immediately index our 
cheques to the cost of living. 

But the worst slap in the face for me is 
now being left out of the new HST initiatives. 
As a person with a disability, I feel aban-
doned once again by you and your govern-
ment. You are offering one time HST Transi-
tion Rebate Cheques to everybody but us! It 
is very mean spirited for you to leave us out 
of this financial relief plan. It is cruel to give 
money to some groups and leave other 
groups to suffer with the HST.  Only low 
income seniors and children under 18 will 
get your one-time $175 HST perk. 

Are Smart Meters really a smart idea?

cois to the NDP, which is traditionally based 
in the labour movement in English Canada.

The former Reform and Alliance parties, 
to which Stephen Harper belonged, and the 
present Conservative Party, led by Harper, 
constitute a far greater threat to the interests 
of the vast majority of Canadians than the 
Bloc Quebecois ever did. 

Hands Off Nicole Turmel !
             Barry Weisleder
               Toronto

Is rookie leader’s membership in Bloc 
a black eye for NDP?

But how about me, Premier Clark? And 
how about all the people with disabilities 
who are being crushed under the weight 
of the onerous HST? We also need and 
deserve your $175 transition credit! The 
HST has hit me very hard and I am finding 
it difficult to even afford a cup of coffee or 
a movie. With my meagre disability cheque 
and the new higher costs of living with the 
HST, I cannot even afford to feed myself 
properly. I appreciate the HST rebates 
through income tax but they don›t even 
begin to cover the extra burden of the HST. 
You need to raise our cheque amounts and 
index them to inflation ASAP to help people 
with disabilities to deal with the HST. And 
you need to provide us all with that one time 
$175 transition credit. That is the moral and 
ethical thing to do, Premier Clark. 

 I am also requesting that you please 
send that one time HST transition credit of 
$175 to all people on Persons With Disability 
Benefits in this Province. 

I realize that I am already receiving the 
HST rebate cheques through income tax 
four times a year. But many of the low in-
come seniors and low income families who 
will receive your $ 175 Transition Cheques 
also already receive those quarterly HST 
rebate cheques. Therefore the receipt of 
those quarterly HST rebates is not a valid 
reason to deny those transition cheques to 
people with disabilities.

 May I also remind you that in Ontario, 
People with Disabilities received a one-time 
HST Transition cheque of around $300 
PLUS the HST rebate cheques through 
income tax. People with Disabilities in BC 
deserve the same respect from you and 
your government. 

I need a response please as soon as 
possible. Thank you for your time and at-
tention.

                            Doreen  Marion  Gee
   A Person with Dignity and a Disability
                Victoria

Open letter to Premier Christy Clark about 
disability and poverty in BC

There is a border between Canada and 
the US for a very good reason. We are two 
completely different countries, one being 
a Republic and the other a Constitutional 
Monarchy.

There is trade between us that has 
constantly been restricted by ever more 
complex “trade agreements” rather than just 
letting trade happen. The idea that with more  
trade deals, it will get better is ridiculous 
and only feeds into the myth that has been 
perpetuated on the great unwashed on both 
sides of the border.  

Anyone who can think knows well that 
no trade under any “free trade” agreement 
is free; on the contrary there are financial 
strings attached because the only real ben-
eficiaries of such deals are the bankers and 
futures dealers.

 I have been a cross border truck driver 
for more years than I wish to say and can 
tell that each year it gets more complex 
and slower to get across. Even with a “fast 
card” and “pre clearance”, border crossing 
is still longer, particularly going south. 

More free trade or perimeter deals will 
just increase the regulations instead of 
decreasing them. 

If we truly stood by consumer safety in 
foods here in Canada, more than half of 
what we import from the US would never 
get across the border due to the pesticides 
allowed down there but not here; and so pro-
duce is only allowed up into this country 
because of NAFTA and the penalties for 
loss of profits clauses. How many cases 
have we lost so far?

 Our border is with the world’s greatest 
terrorist country, whose notion of minding 
their own business doesn’t exist, and which 
will attack without hesitation any country that 
stands up to their bullying.  With the Cana-

dian Minister of War’s latest declarations 
of intent to open Canadian Forces bases 
around the world so we can be ready to jump 
in and help the US attack those countries, 
it shows that this government is taking us 
into the same constant war footing as the 
US.  We will then be subject to the same 
retaliatory attacks from the “enemy”, namely 
those who wish to defend their country and 
their faith and their right to exist with their 
own democratically elected governments 
ruling them. Palestine and Libya are perfect 
examples of such countries and though we 
have yet to attack Palestine we certainly 
have no intention if helping them in any 
way, do we?

 To immerse ourselves with such a 
country as the US is what our current prime 
minister has had in mind for years, but that 
does not mean that is what the Canadian 
people desire.

We just want to live in peace with ev-
eryone, especially our neighbours to the 
south and trade freely with whoever desires 
to do business with us.

It is my belief that having a perimeter 
around the north American continent is only 
beneficial to those  corporations  which wish 
to get at our resources without hindrance 
and without any benefit to the Canadian 
people and in particular our First Nations 
peoples.

 I am totally against tying ourselves as 
a country, or as peoples, to the US until 
such time as the US can be called a good 
neighbour by every country in the world.  
It would also be good if we were in that 
position as well.

 That’s my view.
     Jeremy Arney
                Victoria

Border action plan needed

For more letters, turn to page 6

I cannot accept that to be realistic means to tolerate misery, violence and hate. I 
do not believe that the hungry man should be treated as subversive for expressing 
his suffering. I shall never accept that the law can be used to justify tragedy, to keep 
things as they are, to make us abandon our ideas of a different world. Law is the 
path of liberty, and must as such open the way to progress for everyone.

        -- Oscar Arias Sanchez  
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Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at

olsendj@shaw.ca

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

 from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and 
college/university essay writing. 

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
“Providing peace of mind since 1950”

• Special Hobby Farm Packages 
• Home • Auto • Commercial 
• Travel • Marine • RRSPs 
• Life • Mortgage Cancellation

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 www.hartleyinsurance.com
Phone 250-388-5014 • Fax 250-388-4277  Email info@hartleyinsurance.com

By Barry Weisleder
When voters in Ontario, Canada’s most 

populous province, go to the polls on Oc-
tober 6, will they reward the party with the 
“coolest” leader, or the one with the best 
policies?

Andrea Horwath, Leader of the labour-
based New Democratic Party of Ontario, 
seems to be aiming at “cool”, sadly at the 
expense of feminism. To deflect media criti-
cism that she is keeping much of the NDP 
election platform under wraps, Horwath 
quipped, “I’m a woman – I know you don’t 
give it up all at once.” Later, she pledged to 
“balance the budget on high heels”.

Wondering about
Adrian Dix’s 
official position 
within the party...

I would like to respond to Murray 
Dobbin’s  OP/ED published in the Lower 
Island News, April/May edition, on page 7 
titled Contemplating the unthinkable Harper 
majority.

 Harper now has his majority and we 
anxiously wait for his ultra-right legislation 
which we fear.

 Your op/ed leaves little hope to counter 
Harper’s majority and his misuse of power.

 I would like to suggest that there 
is perhaps one way, yet untried, which 
theoretically could affect Harper and his 
caucus.  I call it the Direct Democracy 
Pledge because anyone can originate a 
DDP, gather signatures and send them in 
to the Prime Minister and the Conservative 
MP in his riding over any issue which arises.  
(Note if there isn’t a Conservative MP, send 
it to the Conservative riding office in your 
constituency.)  The CUPW could use it 
because the government legislated them 
back to work.  If even 10% of union mem-
bers originated and sent in DDPs signed 
by their friends and clients, the numbers 
would cause concern to the Conservative 
government.

 The concept of the Direct Democracy 
Pledge is self-explained in the statement 
in a typical Pledge.  For example, “We the 
undersigned pledge to block-vote against 
John Baird in the riding of OttawaWest-
Nepean and block-vote for an alternative 
candidate in the next election.  We take this 
action because ..”

Demonstrations, phone calls, letters, 
petitions and all the standard means to try to 
influence politicians can be simply ignored.

The DDP was developed around the 
only thing MPs understand -- votes on 
Election Day.  Anything which may reduce 
their chance of re-election is taken seri-
ously.  Thus, on receipt of a DDP with say 
100 signatures, the MP would think about 
it.  When he receives another from a dif-
ferent originator on the same issue, he will 
become interested.  When he continues to 
receive DDPs on different issues and the 
total number of pledger committed to block-
vote against him grows, he may become 
concerned.  Should the numbers grow until 
they approximate the margin with which he 
won the riding, he will be very concerned.  

 An MP in this situation would express 

his concerns with the PM.  The PM can 
ignore public demonstrations, petitions 
and letters.  He cannot ignore his caucus. 
The PM’s office has also been receiving 
copies of all DDPs sent in to all targeted 
MPs.  His staff would have been tallying the 
cumulative totals by constituencies.

 In caucus, if the PM learns that all of 
his MPs are receiving more and more Direct 
Democracy Pledges and the cumulative 
total of block-votes facing them grows, it just 
might influence the speed with which Harper 
introduces more legislation which is not in 
the interests of We the People.

 The true power of the Direct Democracy 
Pledge however, comes at election time.  
When the elections are called, the originator 
of the Pledge emails each of his pledgers, 
reminding them of their pledge, their anger 
at the time and recommending that pledg-
ers ”talk-up” the issue that angered them 
among their friends and colleagues.  If there 
are other pledgers on other issues present, 
these issues would also be discussed.  

Once the Direct Democracy Pledge is in 
general use, pre-election discussion of what 
the government has done against We the 
People would be reviewed and discussed 
and would encourage everyone to vote 
and hold the government accountable for 
what they have done.  This would provide 
the political discussion which is now lacking 
at election time and which could overcome 
the political apathy of We the People.  Two 

weeks before Election Day, the originator 
sends out a second email to his/her pledg-pledg-
ers, recommending who to block-vote for 
and encouraging ‘talking up the issue’ before 
Election Day.

 When the first “safe” riding is upset, 
clearly due to the DDP, the DDP will become 
a standard tool in the activist’s toolkit.

 How effective is the DDPs?  The 
increase in registered voters (the originator 
of the pledge helps those not yet registered 
to register) in the riding and voter turnout on 
Election Day would be objective measures 
of how effective the DDPs are.  

Yes, Harper has won his majority gov-
ernment.  However, this does not mean that 
voters cannot influence the Conservative 
caucus and PM if the number of DDPs 
submitted and the numbers of pledgers 
become significant.  By threatening votes 
on Election Day, voters can influence the 
government through the Direct Democracy 
Pledge during a governments reign rather 
than just at election time.

The Global Awakening is happening.  
When it hits Canada, the Direct Democracy 
Pledge could be a concrete way for the 
“awakened” to take concrete action against 
the government.  The DDP would add depth 
of impact of aroused Canadians.

Do you have any comments?
   Gerry Masuda
               Duncan

Direct Democracy Pledge is concrete way for the “awakened” 
public to take action against the government

Many women are not amused. In any 
case, mildly sexist jokes are no substitute 
for a Workers’ Agenda. Neither is a platform 
that emphasizes “Making life affordable” 
and “Live within our means”. Instead of as-
partame to make the capitalist medicine go 
down, working people crave an alternative. 
Socialist policies are that alternative.

In the first place, survival is the issue, not 
just “affordability”. The lack of secure, de-
cent-paying jobs, the mounting debt weigh-
ing down workers, the growing scourge 
of homelessness and disease, against a 
backdrop of environmental degradation and 
wars of occupation, show that measures 
against capitalist power and privilege are 
sorely needed. 

Capital and the rich should pay for the 
crises their system creates. The Ontario 
NDP should campaign to eliminate the HST, 
not just remove it from hydro and home heat-
ing. Freezing prices at the gas pump and at 
the transit fare box would be commendable, 
but should be part of a plan to nationalize Big 
Oil and Gas. That way mega-profits from the 
resource sector could be invested in green 
energy alternatives and adequate funding 
for mass public transportation.

Job creation is a top priority. It will not 
come primarily from concessions to small 
business. It will come from government ac-
tion to create, or operate existing industries 
democratically and in the public interest. 
Corporate tax giveaways should be re-
versed, not just halted. US Steel in Hamilton 
should be nationalized under workers’ and 
community control. The same should be 
done to bad bosses and runaway employers 
like IQT Solutions in Oshawa.

Health care, including drugs and eye 
care, should be exclusively public and 
non-profit. So should education. It ought to 
be free through university, with no public 
funding for private or religious schools. 
Universally accessible, quality education 
can be financed by a re-vamped, steeply 
graduated tax system that targets high in-
comes, speculators, corporate profits, and 
huge inheritances.

In view of deepening food, debt and 
ecological crises (featuring rampant floods, 
wild fires, drought, nuclear fall-out), now is 
the time to conscript big wealth for system 
change. “Balancing the budget” on the 
backs of workers, farmers, women, youths 
and seniors is not what’s needed. Greece 
is our inspiration, not for its austerity mea-
sures, but for its workers fighting back. This 
fight is continuing across Europe, North 
Africa, Latin America and beyond.

Capping CEO salaries and halting the 
use of consultants at Queen’s Park, as the 
NDP demands, would be good mini-steps. 
But the party should be talking about slash-
ing CEO salaries and democratizing crown 
corporations and government ministries. 
While calling for a full, public, union-led 
enquiry into all aspects of the June 2010 
G20 Summit planning and policing, we 
demand a radical reduction of expenditures 
on policing, on weapons and surveillance 
equipment. Stop state litigation against 
indigenous peoples, unions, women’s or-
ganizations striving for justice in the work 
place, and climate justice seekers.

It is wonderful that Andrea Horwath and 
the Ontario NDP are campaigning to form 
a government. We may benefit from the 
“orange wave” still rippling from the May 
2 federal election tsunami. But because 
opinion polls show that the October 6 vote 
could produce a minority Conservative gov-
ernment, it is critical that the NDP pledge 
now that it will not enter into a coalition 
government with the Liberals, nor with any 
capitalist party.

The NDP, as Ontario’s official opposition, 
or in government, should fight for a Work-
ers’ Agenda, for eco-socialist measures, to 
make Capital pay for its crisis and for the 
needed environmental clean-up. It should 
fight to make quality education and health 
care a right for all Ontarions. Our task is not 
to make capitalism work better for the rich, 
but to establish a democratic socialist alter-
native in the interests of the vast majority.

Barry Weisleder is co-chair  the NDP Social-
ist Caucus and Canada editor of the monthly 
NorthAmerican newspaper Socialist Action.

Get with the Program, Andrea

IN THE GARDEN OF BEASTS, by E. Lar-
son, CROWN PUBLISHING

 This book is unique in that it traces 
the development of the laws that fused the 
official persecution of the Jews and other 
minorities in the Third (Hitlerian) Reich.  
Like Canada, the American government 
was indifferent to the chilling reports of 
the illegal goings on under the trumped up 
governance of the Nazi party starting in 
1933.  The Great Depression trumped all 
humanitarian concerns. 

The lesson to be learned is that we must 
still protect the helpless even in times of 
faltering economy. 

                            --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:

Your headline article in the April/May 
edition says that Adrian Dix was “declared 
leader”.

This is, of course a constitutional im-
possibility because our Provincial NDP 
constitution requires that at least one of 
the three – leader, president and treasurer  
-- must be female.

It would appear that there has been no 
action to correct this situation so one would 
assume that Mr. Dix is not yet “officially” 
the leader. 

I had thought that perhaps Moe Sihota 
would have stepped aside and been re-
placed with a female VP in order to allow 
for the unequivocal ascension of Adrian 
Dix. In as much as it hasn’t happened,  do 
we know what Mr. Dix’s official position is 
within the party?

We recognize that ignoring or circum-
venting the constitution has been common 
in recent years, however, this provision, 
designed to ensure the integrity of gender 
balance within the party, should not be dis-
missed so lightly.

                  Constitution watcher
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Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats
Nominating Meeting

Sunday, August 28
Registration: 12 noon           Meeting: 12:30 p.m.

James Bay Community School Centre
140 Oswego Street, Victoria

To be Followed at 1:00 p.m. by the

Barbecue with Carole James
Everyone welcome

Suggested donation: $10

For more information, 
contact Chris Gainor at cgainor@shaw.ca

By Stephen Henighan
Last winter, when my partner applied for 

Canadian citizenship, an envelope arrived at 
our home containing the government study 
guide for the citizenship exam (the 2009 
version rather than the one slightly revised 
in March 2011).

Like any document where a country de-
scribes itself, Discover Canada: The Rights 
and Responsibilities of Citizenship makes 
for revealing reading. Yet as my partner 
shared passages, I was gripped by the 
disconcerting feeling that the country this 
booklet evoked is not the Canada in which 
I, or anyone else, was raised. 

I soon realized that this fantasy was 
deliberate. If I did not recognize the land 
described in Discover Canada, that was 
the volume’s intention: to drive a wedge be-
tween old Canadians and new Canadians; 
between me, who did much of my schooling 
in Canada, and my partner, who arrived here 
as an adult; between the liberal, statist, inter-
nationalist culture of the past and what the 
authors hope will be the conservative, de-
centralized, militaristic culture of the future.

The project of changing the ideological 
orientation of coming generations of voters 
was heralded by a government press re-
lease that proclaimed this booklet “should be 
in the hands of...every high school student 
in Canada”.

High school students will not find the 
Canada they know in these pages. Medi-
care, the policy that Canadians sometimes 
identify as defining our country, is bypassed 
in a fleeting reference to the Canada Health 
Act. Tommy Douglas may have been voted 
“the Greatest Canadian” in 2004, but his 
name does not appear here. The CBC, 
government aid agencies such as CUSO 
and CIDA, the right to unionize, gay and 
lesbian rights all vanish. (Forced by legisla-
tion introduced by NDP MP Olivia Chow to 
do so, the government placed this sentence 

in the updated guide published this spring: 
“Canada’s diversity includes gay and lesbian 
Canadians who enjoy the full protection of 
and equal treatment under the law, including 
access to civil marriage.”)

Refugees and revisionism
Peacekeeping receives one grudging 

mention, devoid of any reference to the 
Peacekeeping Monument in Ottawa that 
enshrines this heritage; in this volume, 
which uses the word “war” 35 times, Canada 
is a bellicose nation, adamant about its 
“Christian civilizations” and fixated on “the 
rule of law”. Discover Canada is not so 
much Canada for Dummies as Canada for 
Spartans.

In spite of the volume’s militaristic tone, 
its most radical revisionism appears in the 
Conservative policy of regionalism. Most 
people reared in Canada learned in school 
that our country is made up of 10 federated 
provinces with equal legal rights and two 
(after April 1999, three) territories. 

New Canadians will have to memorize 
the five regions of Canada, each of which 
is introduced as having a distinct culture. 
The delineation of these regions betrays the 
fact that the lines on this new national map 
were drawn by a party that is strongest in 
Alberta. Ontario and Quebec, for example, 
become a single region. My partner, hav-
ing made the difficult transition from living 
in French in Quebec to living in English in 
Ontario, knows that these two provinces do 
not share a regional culture. The majority 
of residents of both provinces -- which is to 
say, more than half of Canada’s population 
-- would also reject the notion that they form 
a single region. New immigrants, however, 
will be obliged to affirm that this is the case.

Discover Canada’s militarism and its 
propagandistic presentation of history are 
intertwined. The only two waves of political 
refugees identified by the guide are Hungar-

Wedge-ucating our immigrants
Harper’s citizenship study guide is designed to divide new Canadians from old ones

ians who “escaped Soviet tyranny” in 1956 
and Vietnamese who “fled from Commu-
nism” after 1975. 

My partner, like other aspiring citizens, 
is acquainted with some of the tens of 
thousands of Canadians whose families fled 
military governments in Chile, Argentina and 
Uruguay in the 1970s, or right-wing death 
squads in El Salvador or Guatemala in the 
1980s. She is aware that among my fam-
ily’s circle of friends are men who came to 
Canada from the United States as refugees 
from the Vietnam War, and women who ac-
companied them. These immigrations were 
just as transformative of Canadian society 
as those of the Hungarians and the Vietnam-
ese, yet Discover Canada writes them out of 
history. To include them would be to violate 
the booklet’s star-struck reverence for men 
in uniform. The dignity of General Pinochet 
takes precedence over an accurate account 
of the origins of Canada’s population.

Canada as war epic
The bottom of the opening two-page 

spread on the rights and responsibilities 
of citizenship is emblazoned with photos 
of happy soldiers. The accompanying text 
concedes that military service is not a formal 
obligation of citizenship, but suggests that it 
is “a noble way to contribute to Canada and 
an excellent career choice”. Web addresses 
are provided for both the Armed Forces and 
the cadets, a privilege that these pages 
grant to no other organization.

Would-be citizens must study the names 
of all Canadians who have won the Victoria 
Cross, and are expected to be conversant 
with a little-known military unit called the 
Canadian Rangers. 

The volume consistently militarizes our 
history. When I was in high school, the two 
Riel rebellions were taught as a constitu-
tional crisis that pitted Louis Riel against Sir 
John A. Macdonald in a dispute about rep-

resentative government. Discover Canada 
tilts the emphasis toward the battlefield, 
summarizing the conflict with portraits of 
Sir Sam Steele, “Mounted Policeman and 
Soldier of the Queen”, and Gabriel Dumont, 
“the Metis’ greatest military leader”.

The Canadian tradition of opposition to 
militarism is censored: the long sections on 
the two world wars contain no reference to 
the 1917 Quebec City anti-conscription riots, 
the division of Parliament along linguistic 
lines during the war years, the second 
conscription crisis or Mackenzie King’s 
response to it. 

Various passages broadcast Con-
servative ideology: the first section on 
the economy, entitled “a trading nation” 
-- a phrase coined by Tory strategists for 
Brian Mulroney’s 1988 election campaign 
-- makes free-trade deals a Canadian trait; 
by contrast, Macdonald’s National Policy, 
which built the nation, is omitted. 

Tory gun-lovers can thrill to a photograph 
of a gun-wielding hunter (who, unassailably, 
is Inuit).

Discover Canada’s effort to induct new 
Canadians into values that will lead them to 
support militaristic right-wing policies should 
be obvious to many who study the booklet.

The most enduring lesson my partner 
and thousands of other citizenship ap-
plicants can learn from this volume is that 
Canada is a country whose government 
misrepresents its past in order to deprive 
them of the information they need to engage 
in debate about its future.

Stephen Henighan is a regular contributor to 
Geist Magazine where this essay first appeared 
in the Ausust 1, 2011 edition. Henighan›s most 
recent books are A Grave in the Air (Thistledown), 
short stories, A Report on the Afterlife of Culture 
(Biblioasis), essays, and a translation of Mihail 
Sebastian’s novel The Accident (Biblioasis, 
2011). Visit Henighan online at stephenhenighan.
com and read his other columns for Geist at www.
geist.com/opinion/canada-spartans

By Brian Mason
In mid-2004, Stephen Harper was a 

small but growing smudge on the Canadian 
political horizon.  In March of that year, he 
won the leadership of the new Conservative 
party, an amalgam of the Canadian Alliance 
(itself a diminished, shambolic leftover 
from the Reform days, led by Harper) and 
Progressive Conservative parties.  He won 
decisively on the first ballot, defeating Be-
linda Stronach (remember her?) and Tony 
Clement (still around).  

Seven years later, Harper rules as prime 
minister, this time with a convincing majority 
after leading minority governments since 
January, 2006.  By any measure, his ascent 
and staying power have been impressive.

For those who say – and who blame it 
on our first-past-the-post electoral system 
– that Harper didn’t “win” anything because 
his party got just under 40 percent of the 
votes cast, I say, Back off.  He won! De-
cisively, clearly, and can feel smug with a 
comfortable majority.  Complaining about 
the rules is for losers.

Harper is Canada’s Bush, the younger.  
Unlike Bush, who relied on Karl Rove (and 
others) for a brain, Harper, unfortunately, 
has his own grey cells. Which makes him 
more devious, calculating – and more dan-
gerous.  He excels at political strategy and 
day-to-day infighting tactics.  Campaigning 
and winning elections are his strengths.  
Those cold, steely-blue eyes will be watch-
ing over us for a long time, it would appear.

“Political campaigning is a civilized form 
of civil war,” writes one of Harper’s former 
top advisors, the University of Calgary liber-
tarian political scientist Thomas Flanagan.  
“The point,” argues Flanagan, “is to win 
the war, not to complain that people are 
fighting.  Leave the whining to the utopians 
who fantasize about conflict-free societies.”  

Fighting words, indeed.  And the 
Conservatives have certainly shown us 
how to fight, fight dirty – and how to win.  

Cut to situation scan, 2011:  Capital-
ism still on top but shaky.  Environment 

trashed.  Fish stocks depleted. Too much 
rain.  Too little rain.  Seven billion humans 
and counting.  Wars/invasions/no-fly zones/
car bombings/suicide bombers proliferat-
ing.  Excited States bankrupt and sinking.  
China, a totalitarian state, rising towards 
world dominance.  Innumerable Soviet 
nuclear warheads rusting away untended 
in unknown silos.  Immigration tensions 
rising in the European Union.  North Africa 
and the Middle East in revolt. Nuclear power 
plants blowing up/leaking/letting off steam.  
Pipelines breaking.  Apathy.  Leadership 
vacuums. Indecision and gridlock. Procras-
tination. Fear. Overwhelming natural disas-
ters.  Civilizations clashing. UN foundering.  
Just for starters....

Back to Harper:  He won by uniting 
the right, staying on message, projecting 
an image of moderation – and old fashion 
stick-to-it-iveness.  He knew where he 
wanted to go and figured out, by trial and 
error, how to get there.  The Left (for lack 
of a better word; or is Progressives better, 
perhaps Greens?) can learn how to win from 
the Harper Conservatives.  Forget about: 
social networking, street protests, guerrilla 
gardening, civil disobedience, voting for 
the Greens, wearing orange, going vegan, 
volunteering at an ENGO, taking shorter 
showers, buying a Prius, eating wild salmon, 
and all the other notional nods towards 
the moral high ground of a possible better 
world.  The only way to change the rules of 
the game is to take over the game by using 
the rules of the game. Grab those levers of 
power – without scaring off too many voters 
on the way to the top.

But face it, Lefts/Progressives/Greens 
(LPGs) are so fractured, so mired in micro-
causes like saving a neighbourhood stream 
or green space, that it wouldn’t be con-
spiracy theory to believe Harper is behind 
it all, frothing things up.  Commentators as 
far apart as the Globe and Mail’s Margaret 
Wente and the Guardians‘ George Mon-
biot have recognized the problem. Writes 
the latter, “All of us in the environment 

movement...are lost. None of us yet has a 
convincing account of how humanity can 
get out of this mess.”  Harper, meanwhile, 
got to where he wanted to be, smirking all 
the way to POWER, while gleefully yanking 
whatever federal funding still remains for 
environment/social justice groups.  

Canada, don’t you see, is missing revo-
lution and radical-change genes.  We’re nice 
people, with a queen.  Harper knows this, 
and despite being an extreme Christian 
and right-winger, was smart enough to play 
the cards of moderation and incremental 
change.  Now he’s got his conservative 
hands on all the levers.  The federal NDP, 
with or without Layton, will be spending most 
of the next five years trying to snuff out the 
in-fighting amongst its NEW BIG caucus and 
figuring out how to keep all those unknown, 
newly-minted MPs away from the headlines 
and Twitter.  It won’t be easy; it’ll be ugly: the 
Left is devoted to self-immolation.

LPGs regard POWER as a soiling ex-
perience. For them, the great transforma-
tion will be greatly diminished if it merely 
involves taking over the levers from the 
other guy (and they are mostly all guys).  
Power corrupts, as Poli Sci 101 instructs.  
Hierarchies are for the other side – and 
LPGs long to do things differently.  Dif-
fuse power among the people.  Let them 
yoga their way to the top/bottom/altruism/
equality of a beneficent new world order, 
all overseen by the World Social Forum.  

 Go on, disparage government and 
political parties and nations and capitalism 
and POWER all you want.  Unleash a 
smorgasbord of shame, a rash of rants!  
Bring it all down.  Except you can’t, and 
you won’t.  Too few are with you.  Leaps 
of faith are for that other domain.  

A version of this article appeared previously in 
Victoria Street Newz.

Left right, left right
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Constituency office is now open  
to serve constituents:

address: A2–100 Aldersmith Place 
 Victoria  V9A 7M8

hours: 10am–4pm, Monday–Thursday 
 or by appointment

phone:  250-405-6550 
email:  Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca 
fax:  250-405-6554 

Randall Garrison, MP
ESQUIMALT–JUAN DE FUCA

We are here to assist constituents with Federal 
government programs and services.

By Jean Crowder
During the recent election, I promised to 

bring forward a private member’s bill dealing 
with derelict vessels.

 Most of the work to draft the Bill was 
finished before the House rose in March, 
so I was able to introduce the legislation 
on June 16. 

This was my introductory speech:
“In many Canadian coastal communi-

ties derelict and abandoned vessels have 
a negative impact on the natural aesthetics 
of their harbours, and some pose a threat 
to the local environment. 

“While major environmental dangers 
from derelict and abandoned vessels are 
dealt with swiftly by the Canadian Coast 
Guard, many are left to simply rot away 
and leach chemicals into the surrounding 
environment. 

“If an abandoned and derelict vessel is 
not a major environmental concern and is 
not posing an obstacle to navigation, there 
is usually no action taken.

“The Minister of Transport, Infrastructure 
and Communities can become involved in 
the following situations:

“Transport Canada can currently take 
a lead in instances where a vessel is the 
cause of an obstruction to navigation. How-
ever, vessels in the inter-tidal zone are rarely 
an obstruction to navigation.

“Transport Canada has also been 
supportive of salvage claims made to the 
receiver of wrecks when questionable ves-
sels appear ashore or in waters adjacent to 
communities. However, salvage claims are 
rarely made against derelict vessels. 

“Finally, Transport Canada can take the 
lead in making an assessment as to whether 
a vessel may pose a threat of pollution. How-
ever, an abandoned or derelict vessel that 
is deemed non-polluting is not dealt with. 

“Both I, in Nanaimo-Cowichan, and the 
member from Victoria often hear complaints 
about derelict vessels that are not dealt with. 
Hence, I have introduced Bill C-231, An Act 
to amend the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 
(derelict vessels and wreck).”

Many of our neighbours share a problem 
with derelict vessels. And the State of Wash-
ington has developed a fairly robust system 
that I used when drafting my own Bill.

There were some differences – Wash-
ington uses the term “aquatic lands” that 
has no comparator in Canadian law. But 
as in Canada, many different agencies and 
governments are responsible for navigable 
waters and dealing with hazards. So it is 
important to clearly lay out which agency 
will deal with wrecks and derelicts.

The Bill amends the Canada Shipping 
Act, 2001 to ensure that regulations are 
made to establish measures to be taken 
for the removal, disposition or destruction 
of derelicts vessels or wrecks. 

It provides that the Canadian Coast 
Guard shall be designated as a receiver of 
wreck and requires them to take reasonable 
steps to determine and locate the owners 
of the wreck.

Since I announced this private member’s 
bill, the interest in a federal strategy to deal 
with the problem has grown.

Many local governments have told me 
stories of their own challenges with derelict 

vessels. It can take over a decade to get se-
nior levels of government to act as a derelict 
vessel slowly breaks apart and pollutes the 
area it rests in.

The Islands Trust has been working hard 
to convince other levels of government that 
derelict vessels are a growing problem that 
must be dealt with now or we risk seeing the 
problem develop out of control. 

Public safety officials have noted that 
derelict vessels are an emerging problem, 
particularly in urban areas, where they can 
become temporary but unsafe shelter, at-
tract party-goers and even become stolen 
property storage sites. 

One official said, “Over the years we’ve 
learned the facts about having too many 
levels of responsibility for this one issue and 
not anyone willing to take action.” 

My hope is that this legislation will give 
our communities more resources to deal 
with abandoned or derelict vessels.

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaim-Cowichan.                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Action needed on 
derelict vessels 

Sheila Malcolmson, Chair, Island Trust 
Council, makes these points:

•	 There is a pressing need to close 

the jurisdictional gaps. We need 

a multi-pronged approach to find 

lasting, workable solutions.

•	 Department of Fisheries and 

Oceans has told municipalities 

they would be legally exposed if 

they act unilaterally to remove a 

derelict vessel.

•	 Senior government action is need-

ed to focus on prevention and 

develop enforceable regulations.

•	 The Association of Vancouver 

Island and Coastal Communities 

(AVICC) has proposed a funding 

mechanism such as a fee on ves-

sel registrations or surcharge on 

marine fuel to fund the removal 

of derelict vessels and wrecks; 

creating designated disposal ar-

eas to provide an alternative to 

abandonment on public property; 

and education and vessel steward-

ship programs like fibreglass boat 

recycling centres.
Malcolmson adds, “We must avoid 

simply relocating the problem, so a com-
prehensive and unified approach is required 
that covers the entire coastline.”

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan.

By Jean Crowder
I was introduced to the group OpenMed-

ia.ca by the many constituents who emailed 
me during the recent election and asked me 
to support Openmedia’s call for an end to 
usage-based billing. I was happy to do so.

Now Openmedia is warning of a provi-
sion in the omnibus crime bill that the Con-
servatives want passed in the fall.

The “lawful access” legislation will al-
low police to track every email sent, every 
website visited and every comment left on 
Facebook – all without warrants or judicial 
review.

Internet service providers and phone 
companies will be forced to buy new sur-
veillance equipment that provides real-time 
scrutiny of all Internet traffic. That cost will 
be passed on to consumers.

For many smaller providers, the cost of 
this new technology may be prohibitive. And 
that may reduce our choice as consumers 
in who we want as our phone company or 
Internet provider. 

In our valley, access to rural broadband 
Internet is limited, with only one or two small 
providers offering the service. Large provid-
ers don’t even bother.

 How will this legislation affect the roll-
out of rural broadband if smaller providers 
cannot afford to provide the service?

New Democrats support modernizing 
policing powers to deal with digital issues, 
but removing the requirement for warrants 
altogether opens the door to all manner of 
abuse by security officials. The legislation 
does not provide any limits on why an au-
thority would request someone’s data.

In 2007, then Minister of Public Safety 
Stockwell Day promised that any new 
legislation regarding cyber-policing would 
respect the norms of judicial oversight.

He said “We have not and we will not 
be proposing legislation to grant police the 
power to get information from Internet com-
panies without a warrant.” This new omnibus 
crime bill does not respect that promise.

The Privacy Commissioners of Canada 
signed a joint letter in March 2011 that 
outlined their concerns about this kind of 
legislation. They pointed out that no security 
authority had outlined why this legislation 
was needed.

They said, “It is also noteworthy that at 
no time have Canadian authorities provided 
the public with any evidence or reasoning 
to suggest that CSIS or any other Canadian 
law enforcement agencies have been frus-
trated in the performance of their duties as a 
result of shortcomings attributable to current 
law, ISPs or in the manner in which they op-
erate. New powers should be demonstrably 
necessary as well as proportionate.”

More disturbingly, the use of new se-
curity backdoors to track data may leave 
our personal information at risk. Some of 
the technology the Conservatives want 
providers to install removes the encryption 
on messages – leaving it vulnerable to 
Internet theft. 

In Greece, similar backdoor security 
technology was used to spy on Greek of-
ficials. In the wake of the News of the World 
spying scandal, Canadians should be wary 
of any attempt to reduce their overall secu-
rity in this way. 

If you want to know more about this 
legislation, I encourage you to go to www.
stopspying.ca and learn about its implica-
tions and how other Canadians are working 
for an open, secure Internet.

 
Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan.         

Crowder introduces derelict 
vessels legislation in House

Nanaimo-Cowichan MP Jean Crowder addresses the crowd at another successful 
Nanaimo-Cowichan NDP picnic at Transfer Beach.

Crowder warns public to be wary of new 
“lawful access” legislation to be 
introduced by government this fall

  

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats!
 

Notice of 2011 Annual General Meeting
 

Saturday, Sept. 24, 2 p.m. (doors open 1:30 p.m.)
Our Lady of the Rosary small Parish Hall

798 Goldstream Ave., Langford
 

For more information on the meeting, 
phone Jock Bates (President) at 250-478-9735 or e-mail wanzbates@shaw.ca 

 
Interested in joining our Executive? 

Contact John Lewinski (nominating committee chair) at 
johnalew@hotmail.com

 
An official e-mail/snail mail notice will follow.

 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who worked so hard to 
elect Randall Garrison as our M.P.!!!!
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Denise Savoie
Member of Parliament for Victoria

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE:
970 Blanshard Street
Victoria, BC  V8W 2H3

TELEPHONE: 250-363-3600

E-MAIL: denise.savoie@parl.gc.ca

ON THE WEB: www.denisesavoie.ca

Your voice in Ottawa

By Denise Savoie
I must begin by thanking all of you who 

have been so generous in your well wishes 
for Jack Layton after he announced that he 
was stepping temporarily aside to grapple 
with a new bout with cancer. In my very brief 
interaction with Jack since that announce-
ment, it has been clear that he draws a 
tremendous amount of strength from the 
outpouring of support from Canadians from 
all regions and political perspectives.

Meanwhile, the vision to which Jack and 
all New Democrats aspire for a more just, 
caring and sustainable Canada remains 
at the forefront of our collective work as 
an NDP caucus, which is now larger than 
ever before. Although Jack’s leadership has 
been a major factor in the party’s efforts and 
successes, the work is truly a collective ef-
fort, and you will notice an invigorated and 
principled Official Opposition during this 
fall’s session of Parliament.

I personally am focused on the many 
challenges we will face over the coming 
four years as a local, national and global 
community. Here are some of the key issues 
I heard on your doorsteps that you have 
asked to me to focus on for the upcoming 
session of Parliament:

A National Housing Strategy – I heard 
clearly during the election campaign that 
affordable housing and tackling homeless-
ness are priorities for our community. This 
fall we will re-introduce the NDP’s historic 
legislation for a National Housing Strategy, 
which requires the federal government to 
play its part in facilitating the solutions that 
Victoria is working so hard to realize.

The Next Generation of Health Care 
– We can’t wait until the current health ac-
cord expires in 2014 to begin the necessary 
re-thinking of our cherished public medi-
care system. It’s not just about money – it 
requires being more efficient, responsive 
and holistic in how the system serves Ca-
nadians. I’ll be pushing constructive ideas 
like strategically training and hiring more 
health professionals, taking action to lower 
drug costs, and developing smart home-
care and long-term-care programs that are 
cheaper and better for patients than our 
current approach.

A Pan-Canadian Energy Strategy – 
We are running out of time to shift away 
from subsidizing and promoting dirty, obso-
lescent fossil fuels and toward developing 
a world-class renewable energy sector. The 
fight begins with banning tanker traffic on 
our pristine Pacific Coast and stopping the 
fast-tracked pipeline from the tar sands to 
Kitimat. I will be re-launching my all-party 

parliamentary climate change workshop 
series this fall with the Pembina Institute, 
and continuing my campaign to reward 
and encourage green commuters through 
creative tax incentives.

Addressing Mental Health – I had 
several experiences on the doorsteps this 
spring that led me to survey the policy gaps 
in our mental health system. I’ve found that 
too many families dealing with complex 
mental illness are struggling to get the 
support they need, and that the lack of a 
comprehensive national strategy is letting 
too many Canadians in need fall through 
the cracks. I will be exploring these issues 
with advocacy groups, health professionals 
and any constituents who have experiences 
or ideas to share. Stay tuned!

Next-Generation Transit – We have big 
plans in our region for a modern, efficient, 
convenient, affordable transit system, in-
cluding light rail (LRT) and restoring the E&N 
rail line. The federal government stepped up 
in the Lower Mainland with the Evergreen 
Line, and I will be working with the new NDP 
MP in our neighbouring Esquimalt-Juan de 
Fuca riding, Randall Garrison, to ensure that 
our bold transit plan gets its fair share of 
federal support – as I have with past major 
infrastructure projects in Victoria.

Light rail is the best, most cost-effec-
tive option for our region’s transportation 
future, and in early August, a group of local 
political leaders from federal, provincial, re-
gional and municipal levels of government 
came together and committed to making 
viable, affordable, modern LRT work for 
the region’s residents. 

We agree with the Greater Victoria 
Chamber of Commerce that an indepen-
dent review of benefits and impacts is 
needed, and we are confident that such a 
review will validate the LRT option.

Cities cannot build large infrastructure 
like LRT on the backs of property taxpay-
ers and the gas tax alone. Yet affordability 
is eminently feasible if the federal and pro-
vincial governments step up with their fair 
share.

Under the federal Building Canada 
Plan, $10 billion are earmarked for sustain-
able infrastructure upgrades across Cana-
da, including next-generation transit, from 
2007-14. The proposed Evergreen Line on 
the Lower BC Mainland has been pledged 
$417 million in federal funds to match mu-
nicipal and provincial commitments. In 
one sub-fund dedicated to public-private 
partnerships, 90% of funds remain unal-
located.

BC Transit has shown LRT is the best 

Gathered in MP Denise Savoie’s office in Victoria are (l-r) Lana Popham, MLA for 
Saanich South; Randall Garrison, MP for Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca; Rob Fleming, 
MLA for Victoria-Swan Lake; Judy Brownoff, Saanich councillor; and Denise Savoie, 
MP for Victoria. The politicians were preparing for an August 9 press conference on 
Light Rail Transit, but first took time to sign a Get Well card  for Federal NDP Leader 
Jack Layton (see photo below).

David Cubberley photo

Many issues face Parliament 
over the next four years

choice for achieving a giant leap in tran-
sit ridership, a potentially massive lever 
for investment, development and green 
jobs, and significant reductions in our GHG 
emissions. The CRD’s updated Regional 
Growth Strategy will see LRT as the spine 
of the larger transportation network that 
links all municipalities and residents in the 
region.

In addition to these key policy priori-
ties, the summer has shown us that we 
must be vigilant in checking the actions of 
the Conservative government. They seem 
to believe that having a majority of seats 
in Parliament, despite receiving less than 
40% of the votes cast, gives them author-
ity to adopt a “my way of the highway” ap-
proach to governing.

The Conservative government has 
ramped up its five-year-long strategy to 
gradually pick apart the capacity of the 
federal government to ensure an equitable 
and sustainable Canada.

It began in 2006 with cuts to literacy 
programs and continued to hit women’s 

programs, policy research and international 
development agencies. Now, over the sum-
mer we saw a 43% cut to the Canada Envi-
ronmental Assessment Agency, including the 
complete elimination of First Nations’ envi-
ronmental consultation — a violation of the 
government’s constitutional responsibility.

We must all be vigilant against this in-
cremental dismantling of government and 
our collective ability to care for each other 
and to protect our health and safety. Our 
NDP caucus will speak out loudly with each 
cut, and we’ll need Canadians to raise their 
voices with us. 

Denise Savoie is MP for Victoria.

This card 
wishing NDP 
Leader Jack 
Layton a 
speedy 
recovery from 
his battle with 
cancer, was 
available for 
the public to 
sign in the 
office of MP 
Denise Savoie, 
at 970 
Blanshard 
Street in 
Victoria, and 
has now been 
sent to 
Layton.

The Victoria federal NDP sends our 
heartfelt good wishes to Jack Layton 

for a quick and full recovery 

Victoria Federal NDP
Box 5380, LCD #9

Victoria, BC V8R 6S4

Contact: Erik Kaye, President
Email: president@victoriandp.ca; Phone: (250) 382-4370

  

Democracy is not the law of the 
majority but the protection of the 
minority.
         -- Albert Camus
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VANCOUVER – Several prominent 
environmental groups welcomed a Private 
Members Bill that was reintroduced into the 
British Columbia Legislature June 1 by New 
Democrat MLA Rob Fleming. The Bill seeks 
to establish long overdue legislation protect-
ing the province’s endangered species. 

BC has over 1,900 species at risk, in-
cluding grizzly bears, American badgers, 
wolverines and burrowing owls. BC and 
Alberta hold the dubious distinction of being 
the only two provinces in Canada without 
stand-alone endangered species legislation.  

“British Columbia is known around 
the world for its breathtaking wilderness 
and diverse wildlife – that’s why it’s so 
shocking that this province is still without 
an endangered species law,” said Gwen 
Barlee, policy director for the Wilderness 
Committee. “If we don’t act now to protect 
endangered species here they will start to 
wink out one by one.”

The NDP’s proposed Species at Risk 
Protection Act, if passed, would require by 
law a series of measures including: scien-
tific assessment of which species are at 
risk, legal listing, protections against killing 
individuals of the species and protection 
of their habitat, and the development of 
recovery strategies to determine what ac-
tions are needed for a species’ survival and 
recovery. The law would also encourage 

 VICTORIA — After 100 years of pro-
viding recreational opportunities to British 
Columbians, our provincial park system is 
in an embarrassing condition, says New 
Democrat environment critic Rob Fleming.

 “Last year the Auditor 
General gave the BC Liberal 
government a failing grade for 
their mismanagement of our 
parks system. Now, instead 
of taking real action to repair 
our ailing BC Parks system, 
Premier Christy Clark is doing 
nothing but removing the 
parking fees she imposed as 
deputy premier,” said Fleming.

 Fleming noted that the 
BC Liberals budget cut of 
$10 million to parks funding 
has excluded many BC 

families from the use and 
enjoyment of parks, with 
three million fewer visitors 
annually since 2001 --  a 
16 percent decline.

 “For years now park 
attendance has been in 

VICTORIA — A damning report from 
BC’s Auditor General shows that the Liberal 
government has failed to properly monitor 
major industrial projects which have the po-
tential for significant adverse environmental 
effects, and is relying mostly on industry 
self-monitoring without government inspec-
tions or enforcement, says New Democrat 
environment critic Rob Fleming.

 “This report highlights the ongoing 
failure of the Clark Liberal government to 
protect the environment,” said Fleming. 
“It shows that after a decade of cuts to 
monitoring and enforcement, the Liberals 
simply can’t be trusted to stand up for the 
interests of communities, First Nations and 
the environment.”

 The Auditor General’s report concluded 
“that the EAO’s oversight of certified 
projects is not sufficient to ensure that 
potential significant adverse effects are 
avoided or mitigated,” and pointed out that 
the assessment office is “not significantly 
active” in inspections of projects and 
enforcement actions.

 “The Auditor General found the Liberals 
are relying on self-reporting without 
inspections instead of having qualified 
staff on the ground ensuring that companies 
are living up to their commitments to 
protect the environment,” said Fleming. 
“The Liberals can talk about environmental 
standards all they want, but standards are 
utterly meaningless without monitoring and 
enforcement.”

 Even more disturbing, according to 
Fleming, is the fact that “the EAO does not 
formally track” or independently pursue 
complaints about the impact that projects 
are having on the environment. The Liberals 
shut down an innovative EAO compliance 
and inspection pilot project in 2004.

 “Not only are the Liberals failing 
to monitor and inspect these projects, 

BC parks are in embarrassing conditon 
on 100th anniversary--Fleming

free fall, and parking fees were only part of 
the equation,” said Fleming. “The BC Liberal 
decision to eliminate interpretive services 
and the progressive decline in parks facili-
ties due to ongoing budget cuts have made 
our parks less family-friendly.”

 According to Fleming, part of the prob-, part of the prob-
lem is that BC Parks has to manage more 
parks and protected areas with 26 percent 
less funding than they had in 2001. 

 “We’ve added more land to our parks 
system and at the same time we have cut 
the number of park rangers devoted to 
protecting it. In 2001 we had 26 full time 
park rangers, now there are just 10 working 
in our parks,” said Fleming. 

 “The Opposition New Democrats 
predicted parking fees would be a disaster 
at the time that Christy Clark and the BC 
Liberals introduced them, but they are just 
one of the many ways that the accessibility 
and pride in our parks system has been 
undermined by this government.»

 The BC New Democrats are strongly 
committed to strengthening and protecting 
the BC Parks system for families today and 
for generations to come.

they are failing to listen when residents, 
communities, and First Nations raise 
concerns about these projects,” said 
Fleming. “The BC Liberals can’t be trusted 
to keep their environmental promises.”

 Fleming noted that not only are the 
Liberals failing to properly monitor and 
protect the air, water and land, but that in 
many cases the environmental assessment 
certificates issued to companies don’t 
even have enforceable terms. The Auditor 
General found the province is failing to 
legally articulate its interests with “an 
absence of provincial legislation or policy 
concerning options for mitigation, including 
offsetting environmental impacts of major 
projects.”

 “This report exposes the emptiness 
of Premier Clark’s ‘families first’ rhetoric,” 
said Fleming. “The Liberal government is 
neglecting the best interests of BC families 
by failing to monitor and protect the clean 
air, fresh water and land base that we all 
rely on and failing to ensure that companies 
are living up to their commitment to provide 
benefits to families and communities in 
return for access to our natural resources.”

 He pointed out that Oppositon Leader 
Adrian Dix and the New Democrats have 
proposed an environmental plan that would 
reinvest carbon tax revenue in transit and 
climate change initiatives, create green jobs, 
and offer legislated protection for species 
at risk.

voluntary stewardship activities and allow 
for socioeconomic considerations to be 
taken into account when government de-
cides what elements of a recovery strategy 
to implement.

“We know that British Columbians trea-
sure the outdoors and the range of wildlife in 
this province,” said Susan Howatt, manag-
ing director of Sierra Club BC. “This legisla-
tion is a necessary step, because it protects 
our high standard of living and something 
that people both in BC and abroad treasure 
about our unique corner of the world.”

Public polling has shown that almost 90 
per cent of British Columbians care deeply 
about endangered wildlife and believe that 
the province needs to enact a strong law to 
recover species at risk, and to prevent spe-
cies from becoming at risk in the first place. 
The BC government has repeatedly balked 
at introducing an Endangered Species Law 
in the province. 

“Climate change is presenting increas-
ing pressure on species and their habitats,” 
said Susan Pinkus, staff scientist for Eco-
justice. “We need a strong law to ensure 
protection of British Columbia’s richness 
of wildlife.” 

In addition to this new Bill, pressure 
is building for the BC government to take 
action to protect species at risk. At the end 
of May, over 200 scientists signed an open 
letter to BC Premier Christy Clark, urging her 
to move ahead with approving a National 
Park in south Okanagan-Similkameen re-
gion, home to one third of BC’s endangered 
species. 

““Protecting and recovering at-risk 
wildlife is an insurance policy for human 
communities because their habitat is our 
habitat, their waters are our waters, and 
their forests are our forests,” said Joe Scott, 
international conservation director of Con-
servation Northwest. 

Audit confirms Liberals are 
failing to protect environment

Environmental groups applaud 
NDP motion for “long overdue” BC 
endangered species protection 

 
Cowichan Green Community (CGC) has 

announced the launch of its latest food secu-
rity project – the Seed Literacy Campaign.

Backyard gardeners, community gar-
dens, and farmers play a vital role in preserv-
ing and maintaining the genetic diversity of 
Canada’s seed heritage. By actively grow-
ing-out locally adapted seeds, seed savers 
work to ensure the viability of future seed 
and food resources. In an era of climatic 
uncertainty and growing food insecurity, 
seed activists are encouraging farmers 
and community members to exercise their 
right to save and share locally saved seeds.

In recognition of this need, CGC aims to 
bring attention to the importance of seed sav-
ing to improving food security for Cowichan 
Valley residents. Funded in part through 
the Canada-British Columbia Labour Mar-
ket Development Agreement, the Seed 
Literacy Campaign hopes to achieve this 
goal through the production of educational 
materials on seed saving, the development of 
a Cowichan Valley Seed Savers Database, 
and by hosting workshops for the public on 
seed saving.

“Our intention,” says Vanessa Goodall, 
one of three Seed Literacy coordinators, “is 
to inspire locals to learn, share and explore 
their capacity to save seeds. In doing so, 
we will not only assist to conserve seed di-
versity in the Cowichan Valley, we will assist 
to conserve our knowledge surrounding 
seeds and their uses.”

Currently the CGC team is working to 
gauge the publics’ interest and expertise on 
seed saving. In the coming weeks, they will 
be conducting a survey to determine how the 
public can best benefit from this project. If in-
terested, look out for the CGC booth at the 
Duncan farmers market and other locations 
around the region. They would love to hear 
your opinions!

For further information, visit www.cowihangreen-
community.org

Interested
in seed
saving?

NATUROPATHIC ONCOLOGY, an Encyclopedic Guide for Patients 
and Physicians, by Dr. N McKinney, LAISON PRESS

A   highlight of this book is the chapter on the Simple Look at Cancer.  
Another is the material on integrated treatment of common cancers.  

Since cancer is a common life-threatening disease, guidance is 
needed from a health professional team experienced in the treatment 
of cancer.  

THE EMPRESS AND MR. CONGER, 
the Uncommon Friendship of Two Wom-
en and Two Worlds, by G. Hayter-Menzies, 
HONG KONG UNIVERSITY PRESS

 In this fascinating book, the author takes 
us into the world of China when European 
countries had taken many bites out of the 
Chinese coastline, in the time of the Boxer 
revolution, and at a time when it was un-
usual to find powerful women such as the 
two friends, the Empress and the American 
diplomat’s wife.

The book is a good primer for BC and 
Ottawa politicians who must know Chinese 
history if they want to maximize trade and 
inter-country education.

                                --Ron MacIsaac

An interesting sidelight is the role of 
one’s diet in the control of this disease.   The 
recommendations of the author are well 
worth looking at.

Ron reviews:
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Maurine Karagianis, MLA
Esquimalt-Royal Roads

Standing Up for Our Community

Constituency Office:
A5 – 100 Aldersmith Place
View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8

E-mail: maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site: www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Phone: 250-479-8326

A highly successful dinner put on by the 
Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP was capped with 
the announcement by MLA Carole James 
that she has decided to be a candidate in 
the next provincial election.   

James told more than 100 people at 
the event on June 22 that she has been 
overwhelmed by the support of constituents 
since she stepped down in December as 
party leader after seven years, and added 
that she is excited about the work ahead.   

“Representing the people of Victoria-
Beacon Hill is a privilege,” said James.  “It’s 
where I grew up, raised my kids, and first got 
involved as a community activist. 

“I ran to be an MLA to make a positive 
difference, and that’s why I have decided to 
run again -- to stand up for the values that 
matter to me and to help make a difference 
for my community.”

James said that there is so much more 
work to do on issues like improving care 
for seniors, supporting our public health 
care and education systems, real action to 
protect our public resources and environ-
ment, and a concrete plan to support the 
most vulnerable.

The meeting was also addressed by 
BC NDP Leader Adrian Dix, who welcomed 
James’ decision to run in the coming elec-
tion campaign.

“Carole is a wonderful MLA and a mentor 
to me and to many others in elected office,” 
Dix said. “She led the NDP with passion and 
integrity, and continues to make an enor-
mous contribution to our party and caucus. 
I am extremely proud to have Carole on 
my team.”

Dix spoke about how as a new MLA and 
as the critic for children and families, he 
worked with James on difficult but important 
issues and under her leadership forced the 

BC Liberals to create the Representative for 
Children and Youth. 

Because the nature of the BC Liberal 
government is unchanged under Christy 
Clark, Dix said the NDP must win the next 
election.

 “After 10 years of BC Liberal government, 
it’s time for a change,” said James.  “It’s time 
for a new government with a positive vision 
for a more prosperous and fair society where 
everyone can make a contribution.

“Adrian is working harder than ever to 
make that vision a reality, and he is reaching 
out to British Columbians from all walks of 
life.  I am delighted to support that work in 
whatever way I can,” she said.

During the event at the Garry Oak Room 
in Fairfield, the Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP 
held its annual general meeting and elected 
a new executive headed by Chris Gainor. 

After a spaghetti dinner, auctioneer Mike 
Hayes raised funds for the upcoming elec-
tion campaign by selling delicious desserts 
contributed by members of the Victoria-
Beacon Hill NDP and other guests.

The event was also attended by MLAs 
John Horgan, Maurine Karagianis and 
Rob Fleming, along with Victoria Mayor 
Dean Fortin and councillors Marianne Alto, 
Lynn Hunter, and John Luton, and Saanich 
School Trustee MaryLynne Rimer.

By Carole James
Whether we finished school last century 

or last year, the end of summer and the 
coming of September brings back childhood 
memories. Remember all the excitement of 
the beginning of a new school year? 

They are memories that mean a lot to 
me and they help reinforce why education is 
so vitally important. My mum was a teacher, 
and education has always been close to my 
heart. When I had kids of my own, I volun-
teered as president of their school’s parent 
association, and then served 11 years as a 
school trustee.

I believe strongly in the power of educa-
tion to create strong, healthy communities 
and happy and productive citizens. Educa-
tion is essential if we are to address the 
inequities in society, and it is one of the keys 
to building a vigorous, sustainable economy 
for British Columbia. 

To borrow a phrase from report cards 
that a few of us may have received from 
time to time, these days there’s a lot of 
room for improvement. The state of educa-
tion in our province should concern us all. 
The challenges are many, and students and 
educators are facing pressures from funding 
shortfalls and government downloading of 
costs and responsibilities. 

It is time to truly put education first, and 
not simply with words – but with actions.

More resources are needed to ad-
dress the diverse needs of students. We 
need adequate funding from the provincial 
government to meet the needs schools are 
facing. Our boards of education are being 
expected to do more with less, and they’re 
being hammered with MSP premiums, 
more expensive hydro, and a dozen other 
operational price increases. 

There’s not enough money to fund 
basics like teacher librarians and learning 
assistance teachers. Class sizes are too 
large. Parents are expected to fundraise 
to pay the costs of far too many expenses 
that should be covered by the school sys-
tem. There are not enough counsellors and 
educational assistants to support students 
so that they can achieve greater success. 

Constituents tell me about the pressures 
facing their schools. They’re right when they 
say that parents should be encouraged to 
be involved, and not seen as just revenue 
generators for their beleaguered schools. 

The province must show leadership to 
recognize and respect the vital work being 
done by boards of education, teachers, 
administrators, support staff, and parents. 

Government must provide the resources 
that the system needs, right from K-to-12. 

BC’s post-secondary education system 
is also under stress, and government must 
do more. Student debt loads are higher than 
they’ve ever been, and tuition fees have 
more than doubled since the BC Liberals 
took office 10 years ago. 

Student debt levels in BC are among 
the very highest in the country, averaging 
$27,000 for a four-year program. At 2.5 
percent above prime, BC students are being 
forced to pay the highest interest rates in 
Canada. The province could provide some 
help by lowering those exorbitant rates for 
student loans and by bringing back student 
aid programs that this government cut. 

An investment in education is an invest-
ment in our future. We all benefit from a 
strong education system. This September, 
let’s celebrate the work being done every 
day in our schools, colleges, and universi-
ties, and commit to making education a 
priority.

Carole James is MLA for Victoria-Beacon Hill.
 

Victoria-Beacon Hill MLA Carole James speaks at a recent dinner held by the Vic-
toria-Beacon Hill New Democrats, watched by Provincial NDP Leader Adrian Dix (at 
the window), who was the guest speaker.

MLA report

Let’s  commit to making 
education a priority

1084 Fort Street
Victoria, BC  V8V 3K4
Phone: 250.952.4211
Fax: 250.952.4586
Email: carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Carole James, MLA
Victoria-Beacon Hill

www.carolejamesmla.ca

Here to serve you at my Community Office

Carole James to run in next 
provincial election

GATHERING PLACES...ABORIGINAL 
AND FUR TRADE HISTORIES, Profs. C. 
Podruchny and L. Peers, UBC PRESS

 This is a series of essays relating the 
history of trade with the Natives and the 
Metis.  A highlight is the chapter on the use 
of archival documents. This text is enriched 
by the many historical photographs.  A most 
readable book.                 -- Ron MacIsaac 

Ron reviews:

THROUGH THE GLASS, by S. Mo-
roney, DOUBLEDAY PUBLISHERS

This is the extraordinary story of a 
woman who married a convicted mur-
derer.  He was accepted into her family.  
He was very likeable.  

One month after her wedding her 
husband inexplicably attacked two 
women.  

The author is active in restorative 
justice which, with her tragic and inex-
plicable experience, makes her career 
most meaningful.

TRANSFORMING LAW’S FAMILY, the 
Legal Recognition of Planned Lesbian 
Motherhood, by F. Kelly, UBC PRESS

 This pocketbook sets out the legal sta-
tus of same sex families and outlines the yet 
to be addressed issues.  Gays will find this 
a helpful text in looking at issues arising out 
of gay motherhood.  

The highlight is the introduction which 
sets out the results of interviews with 36 
such families.

             --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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SIHOTA & STARKEY
LAWYERS & NOTARIES

PERSONAL INJURY • ICBC CLAIMS
Family  •  Real Estate  •  Wills  •  Estates

FREE 1st Consultation • Standard Fees for Many Services

250-381-5111
1248 Esquimalt Road, Victoria

John Heaney
Heenan Blaikie LLP

514-737 Yates Street, Victoria, BC V8W 1L6
Phone: 250-381-9599

Toll Free Fax: 1-866-615-8276
Email: jheaney@heenan.ca

Civil and Commercial Litigation, 
Labour and Employment Law

Administrative and Constitutional Law
Employment Litigation

Human Rights
Collective Agreements, Privacyi

Eden Haythornthwaite

By Eden Haythornthwaite
This meeting was all about distractions. 
Distractions from the real issues; distractions from the real 

treasure; distractions from the real risk and harm.
 Our board was approached in the fall of 2009 by the RCMP with 

a request. The local constabulary wished to use the now closed 
and replaced old Crofton Elementary School as a “kill house” or 
“active shooter”  training facility– defined in this case as a location 
in which they could prepare to respond to a Columbine style 
situation inside any of our schools here in Cowichan. The matter 
was referred to our Operations Committee and there a profound 
and comprehensive discussion took place.

 All our employee groups with the exception of the principals as 
well as the Aboriginal (Hwulmuhw Mustimuhw) Education Council 
had real concerns about both the practical and the philosophical 
significance of this venture. There was unease about the message 
this sent to our kids and our community about the actual environ-
ment we live in and a reluctance to submit to a military solution for 
our troubling social problems almost all of which are poverty based. 

One principal though supportive of the request from the RCMP 
remarked the use of one school for practice would have little value in any other school as 
all schools have difference layouts. He pointed to the school blueprints which the police 
had in their possession already and reflected these would be useful if there was an occur-
rence as long as they were kept up to date. In other words -- an empty school is no better 
for such rehearsals than any other empty building on hand. 

 At the end of this dialogue, the Operations Committee recommended the board deny 
the request to use the school in this manner but continue to pursue a partnership with the 
RCMP in dealing with security concerns. 

 Relevant excerpt from the October 27, 2009 Operations Committee minutes minus 
specific names:

 “The Superintendent got a request from the RCMP to do an Active Shooter Training 
Session at Crofton Elementary School. This item was referred to the Operations Commit-
tee from the October 21 Open Board meeting for consideration. Issues of publicity, site 
security, liability and clean up were discussed and after some discussion, it was agreed not 
to support this request to use closed school sites for training, but to examine alternative 
ways to support the RCMP in meeting its training needs.

Moved by _______, seconded by _______, “That the Operations Committee recom-
mends to the Board of Education that they support the RCMP in examining alternative 
ways to meet its training needs.

                                                                                                CARRIED unanimously”
 When the recommendation returned to the board table from committee, it was modi-

fied to include direction to notify the RCMP about the decision and endorsed. Done and 
dusted…but no.

 Despite this motion – which was an honest attempt to accommodate our local cops, 
the RCMP were never notified in writing by senior staff. Understandably, the RCMP were 
rather put out and returned for another go round to the Operations Committee. 

As a result of this second foray ,the board decided to seek public input for this initiative 
and in a meeting held last month, they were told by those who attended there was sup-
port for allowing the police to train in the school. The board has now agreed to the original 
request provided there is no cost to the district. 

If you knock on any door long enough someone always answers. I am, of course, edi-
fied by this unique example of a board decision which reflects the views expressed at a 
public meeting by members of our community.

When we first had our initial visit from the RCMP at the board table, they were asked 
if anything remotely resembling a “Columbine” scenario had ever occurred in our valley 
schools. We were, of course, told there had not. In fact, all in all, we are quite a lucky little 
corner of a very brutal world. Our homicide rates in Canada hover just under 2 per 100,000 
and have been falling more or less since the early 1990s, similar to rates in France and 
Finland, but actually lower than Sweden and New Zealand. 

 Yes our cousins to the south of us provide endless entertainments devoted to the 
promotion of their culture of violence (the US tops the chart at three times our rate of ho-three times our rate of ho-
micide) but perhaps we should be wary of suffering from crime envy. While we have been 
guilted into this arrangement after all this time and discussion on the basis there is no other 
way the police can train – it was revealed they actually have such places already on the 
island and the reason they are pursuing the Crofton location is convenience. Regardless 
of our decision, this sort of training exercise was already taking place.

 The US is the model for our panic though perhaps it should not be 
the model for our actions. We are not an American city; we do not have 
that level of violence and crime. We are not an ideologically driven 
gun nut nation. What we do have is too much American TV telling 
us we are in the same straits as they are. This creates unnecessary 
alarm among those who are not thinking locally. We should be grateful 
we share this serene place but somehow there is a drive to emulate 
the dominant fear mongering culture to which the US has fallen prey.

In the United States, they are armed to the teeth, trained in the 
deadly arts, militarized up the wazoo. They have the largest per capita 
prison population in the world. None of this has stemmed the tide of an-
ger and bloodshed. And it certainly has not solved the most significant 
source of crime – poverty and inequality. By offering our little school 
as a place to practice shooting down the anticipated perpetrators of 
an act of terror, we are creating the conditions for just such a thing.

Brutality has a way of breeding brutality. Why are we choosing 
to circumvent this event in a manner which is more likely to bring 
it to our door? Our board, in response to the bottomless demands 
for austerity from the government, has removed supports for at risk 
children in our classrooms – substantial cuts to intensive behaviour, 

counselling, drug   and alternate programs. This foolishness will bring many troubles our 
way, none of which will be solved by force. Yet – we do not regard this practice of suc-
cumbing to the unreasonable fiscal demands of the ministry as a strong contributor to the 
potential for peril in our schools and in our community.

We have dragged our feet in this district on preparing all our schools equitably for di-
sasters like earthquakes – a threat we can reasonably prepare for and know it will make all 
the difference if this valley endures such a catastrophe. We are only willing to acknowledge 
a distant threat but fail to recognise the real ones. 

 I am sad to see us consent to this forlorn project. Our schools should be beacons of 
hope and peace and tolerance and understanding – oases of learning and humanity which 
provide respite from trouble and chaos. Even a closed school should continue to symbolize 
some of these hardwired values.

If influential community leaders and law enforcement organizations are determined to 
keep us safe, they will raise their voices in unison against the ruthless dismantlement of 
our decencies, not just gear up for war on our kids.

 
Hate and force cannot be in just a part of the world without having an effect on the rest 

of it. - Eleanor Roosevelt
  _______________________________________________________________
 
 “This government has a vision for education in BC—one where schools and community 

organizations can create Neighbourhoods of Learning where people can access educational 
and community services under one roof. Schools throughout the province will be able to 
adapt this model in the future to best meet the needs of their students and communities.” 
– Premier Gordon Campbell, Vancouver, September 3, 2008

 
As you may know, this board has been trying to secure a new elementary school for 

Lake Cowichan since shortly after the abandonment of AB Greenwell School in February 
2008. In fact it is our numero uno priority, if words are anything to go by.

However, three years later we are channelling our hopes through the vision of what we 
now call a “Neighbourhood of Learning” or “Neighbourhood Learning Centre”. Frankly – is 
that not what a school actually is and always has been anyway?

 This concept was raised late in 2008 by the Liberals to sidestep some of the considerable 
backsplash arising from many years of school closures and subsequent property sales, 
many of which occurred in small and rural communities. The idea was to provide a very 
tiny and finite amount of money (I believe the budget was around $30 million provincially) 
to encourage communities to save their small or supposedly under populated schools by 
bringing other services into the buildings which could collaborate and provide funds.

 Educationally speaking Lake Cowichan has really been through the ringer since amal-Cowichan has really been through the ringer since amal-
gamation in 1996. They are now enduring more of the same.

 While waiting for a verdict in this matter from the government, we hired a consultant 
in November 2010 with a grant from the BCSTA and the UBCM to examine the prospects 
of developing such a Neighbourhood Learning Centre as a means to speed approval for 
the school.

 Somehow, it was assumed this would ring well with the Ministry or, in this case, the real 
decision makers at the Capital Secretariat. In short, the purpose of the consultant’s work 
was to determine what sort of services people at the Lake would find appropriate to share 
within a new school building and whether there was any prospect of such a partnership. 
The most popular services envisioned by the 64 people who filled in the survey were early 
learning and adult education. I do hope no one has forgotten we had a highly successful 
and financially stable alternate/adult education centre (Reconnect) at the JH Boyd site 
before the program was eliminated in 2003 and the old school sold off in August 2008 (a 
highly controversial and unwise decision).

 However, all the truly appropriate elements were already carefully provided for within 
existing arrangements in Lake Cowichan. The Lake is a very civic minded and thoughtful 
community. In truth, though the Lake dearly needs a new school for its kids they really did 
not need anything else which could reasonably be housed in a school.

The results of the consultant›s work have been released this month. This individual was 
a neutral party and simply did the job we asked her to do. She brought to light the reality 
we all already should have recognized.

How did we get to this place?
The mould issue at AB Greenwell School had been widely known and reported for almost 

a decade if not longer by custodians, teachers, maintenance and other support workers. 
 When ABG was emptied in February 2008, there was already remedial work (AFG 

$1,175,000) and seismic work in the pipe – all with approved funding and due to begin in 
March 2008. 

 Many of the problems which had plagued the school would have been attended to under 
this renovation. The timeline indicated would have led to renos taking place throughout the 
summer and fall of 2008 with completion early in 2009 at the latest. 

 According to CEI, the architectural firm charged with examining the options for the 
district, ABG despite the mould had “good bones” and was a candidate for repair.

In the meantime, a year passed and we were then told by CEI the school was no longer 
viable for repair and must be replaced. It was grudgingly admitted at that time the delay in 
restoring the building contributed to some of the deterioration. The worst area – the gym 
floor -- was the sticking point. 

 Due to neglect over the long and shorter term, the board no longer enjoyed the option 
of renovating ABG. It should be pointed out the board and the district would have been 
more responsible to community and to the public assets it is entrusted with if the response 

Never stop fighting for community entitlements

             Please turn to Never stop fighting, page 13
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Join Victoria City Councillor 
Marianne Alto 
in your community 

at her regular 

Councillor Open Door
In Oaklands: 

every 3rd Thursday of the month from 5:30 – 7 pm 
at the Oaklands Community Centre, 

2827 Belmont Avenue

In Victoria West: 
every 4th Tuesday of the month from 5:30 - 7 pm

at the Victoria West Community Centre, 
521 Craigflower Road

At any other time, bring your municipal ideas and issues 
to Marianne at malto@victoria.ca, or 250.361.0216

to the crisis had been met with immediate repair and ongoing air testing to get the much 
needed school back and running. Despite the concerns of parents and staff, this would 
-- I think -- have been a substantial improvement over the current situation and their fears 
could have been allayed with appropriate measures. 

 We do not have a guarantee for any new school – small or large -- at this time. We really 
must focus on retaining the system at the Lake and properly maintaining and resourcing 
the schools which are there. In addition, the promise of a new large school presupposes 
the closure and sale of Palsson and Yount. 

It is interesting the intermediate option – that of building a new small school and ar-
ranging some needed maintenance/renovation at Palsson -- is not on the table. Why? It is 
by far the least costly and sustains the small school environment Lake Cowichan and area 
has enjoyed. The deteriorations and shortcomings of all the schools at the Lake are not the 
fault of the community or the schools or the staff – they are the fault of diminished financial 
commitment from the Ministry as well as the district to those sites and the people in them.

What is the problem with this whole Neighbourhood Learning Centre (formerly called 
“a schoolz”)? Well nothing, I guess, but it has become a distraction and the community has 
been led into taking its eyes off the real prize. We have been hilariously told we needed a 
partner or partners in order to make our case for a new school. We have also been told – it 
is unlikely we can ever secure a partner in this venture unless there is some assurance 
the school will be built. Good eh?

 In the end, as the Lake community has done duty by its citizens and carefully nurtured 
valued services, they are to be declared failures and poor candidates for a new school. It 
is all their fault I suppose for being a forward thinking dynamic town.

So now what?
If the school district is genuinely committed to the public education system out at the 

Lake, they will simply confirm their support for a replacement for ABG regardless of the 
outcome of the Neighbourhood Learning Centre review. 

 Alternatively, maybe it is time for some honest talk about the more probable intentions 
for the Lake Schools -- a single school and the disappearance of the high school program.

 If the people in Lake Cowichan have been paying attention, they may now want to 
champion their schools with all the fervour they previously demonstrated before all this 
misdirection. Make it an election issue. Don’t be sidetracked by ministry manipulation. The 
families at the Lake deserve the school system they nurtured for years before being forced 
into this unholy alliance with SD#65. 

Patience is a virtue they say but it has its price. However, it is not too late for the people 
at the Lake to celebrate what they have always been – a community devoted to genuine 
progress and fine public services for all. Mark these words from the Charter for Public 
Education created after public hearings across British Columbia in 2002-2003:

 We expect:
Equitable access for communities to programs, resources, experiences and op-

portunities for learners, regardless of geographic location or socio-economic status. 
Never stop expecting the best for all our kids; never stop fighting for community entitle-

ments.

Eden Haythornthwaite is a member of the Cowichan Board of Education.

On June 23, Victoria City Council adopt-
ed two resolutions, proposed by Councillor 
Marianne Alto, that together help preserve 
water quality, treatment, and supply, and 
also help reduce the number of plastic 
bottles Victoria contributes to the world’s 
stockpile.

Adopting these resolutions means Vic-
toria has been designated as a “Blue Com-
munity”, just the second city in Canada to be 
so named.  A “Blue Community” recognizes 
water as a human right, supports publicly 
owned water supplies and systems, and 
bans bottled water at civic facilities.  

These commitments are consistent with 
Victoria’s drive to become a sustainable city 
where residents enjoy a high quality of life, 
and reflect values in Victoria’s new Official 
Community Plan, such as Whole Systems 
Thinking, One Planet Living, Life Cycle Plan-
ning, and Individual Well-Being.

These policies will affect City Hall, 
City Works yards, the Victoria Conference 
Centre, Royal Athletic Park, and the Crystal 
Pool, and will start when any current service 
contracts expire.

While being only the second official Blue 
Community in Canada, Victoria is not alone 
in restricting bottled water use.  Eighty-five 
municipalities in nine provinces and two 
territories have already implemented restric-
tions on bottled water.  Sixty-six colleges 
and universities have implemented bottled 
water free zones and 13 have banned 
bottled water completely.  The provinces of 
Manitoba and Nova Scotia have banned the 
purchase of bottled water by government 
offices.  The City of Toronto banned bottled 
water in 2008, and recently rejected pleas 
from Nestle to reverse its decision.

The Federation of Canadian Munici-
palities, in 2009, passed a resolution urging 
their members to “phase out the sale and 
purchase of bottled water at their own facili-
ties where appropriate and where potable 
water is available”.

KAIROS, uniting 11 churches and re-
ligious organizations in faithful action for 
ecological justice and human rights, says 
that unless there’s no safe alternative, 
bottled water should be avoided, that bottled 
water turns a public, common good into a 
private one. 

Designation as a “Blue Community” 
shows residents that Victoria’s civic leaders 
value water quality and safety, so residents 
can be assured that their drinking water is 
safe and protected.  The Blue Community 
label also gives Victoria another tangible 
claim to sound environmental stewardship 
and equitable management of one of our 
community’s most essential resource-based 
public utilities.  It’s another feature to help 
showcase Victoria as a responsible destina-
tion for tourists and potential new residents.

Victoria City Council, in its deliberations, 
considered myriad documents and argu-

ments against the ban of bottled of water, 
most sent by the Nestlé Corporation, one of 
the world’s largest suppliers of bottled water.  
Council acknowledged that bottled water is 
an important resource in communities where 
tap water cannot be verified as safe. 

But where tap water is clean, healthy 
and reliable -- like the water in Victoria --Vic-
torians can join municipal (school board, 
college, university, and faith-based) col-
leagues across Canada, and do one more 
small, right thing for the planet -- drink our 
city water from the tap.  

As a newly designated Blue Community, 
Victorians can take pride in doing just that.

Here are the resolutions in their entirety:
Resolution One

WHEREAS water belongs to no one and 
is the responsibility of all

WHEREAS water is essential for human 
life and thus its management needs to be 
governed by principles that enable reason-
able use, distribution and treatment

WHEREAS public health depends on 
equitable access to clean water

WHEREAS public ownership and op-
eration of drinking water and wastewater 
systems have improved access and quality 
over the past century

WHEREAS public operation of water 
services is a) cost effective and efficient, b) 
transparent and accountable to the public 
and users, and c) flexible and responsive 
to changing technology, priorities and com-
munity needs

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of 
Victoria recognize the human right to water

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of 
Victoria promote and support public and 
non-profit ownership and operation of water 
supply, water treatment and wastewater 
treatment services in our community, and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Victoria 
City Council lobby the federal government 
to fulfill its responsibility to support municipal 
infrastructure by investing in a national water 
infrastructure fund that would address the 
growing need to renew existing water infra-
structure and build new systems.

Resolution Two
WHEREAS the City of Victoria enjoys a 

high quality of tap water
WHEREAS the production and use of 

plastic single serve water bottles has un-
necessarily added tonnes of plastic to our 
recycling efforts and landfills

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of Vic-
toria expand its existing policy banning the 
use of single serving bottled water at City 
Hall events to a ban of the sale of bottled 
water at City hall, at city facilities and at civic 
events, and

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the City of 
Victoria promote the quality, safety and use 
of its tap water.

Victoria moves to become
a Blue Community

Never stop fighting, from page 12

REES Program relocated to 
823 Broughton in Victoria

VICTORIA – After the partial collapse 
of a ceiling at the REES Program office on 
Johnson Street, Cool Aid’s support program 
for people managing mental health and/
or addiction challenges has re-opened its 
doors at a new location: 823 Broughton 
Street, between the Royal Theatre and 
the YM/YWCA, and across from the News 
Group. 

 On Wednesday, August 3, from 10 am 
to 12 noon, the REES Program hosted an 
Open House to officially welcome back 
clients and volunteers, to thank those who 
supported the program through its recent 
transitions, and to meet the program’s 
new neighbours.  Coffee and snacks were 
served. 

 Victoria Cool Aid Society and its REES 
Program thank the community for their 
tremendous support during their time of 
need. The community’s care and concern to 
actively help friends, colleagues, family and 
neighbours managing mental health and/or 
addiction challenges is deeply appreciated. 
A special thanks was given to Heritage Of-
fice Furnishings for their generosity in help-
ing to outfit the new office and the media for 
getting the word out.

 The REES Program is home to a 
variety of essential services designed to 
support people in our community who are 
experiencing challenges with mental health 
and addictions – to help them in recovery 
and to build a better quality of life. One 
hundred to 200 people are helped every 
weekday. Services include:

• Community Casual Labour Pool – a 

free service that connects work-

ers with employers and also with 

home owners needing help around 

the home or in the garden.www.

CoolAid.org/labour

• Every Step Counts running and 

walking program. (www.CoolAid.

org/esc)

• Mentoring Program – connecting 

trained volunteers, for one-year 

placements, with people in the com-

munity who need some friendship 

and advice.

• Outreach Support and Peer Links 

– helping people find employment, 

housing, income support, health 

services and a variety of other 

services.

• Resource Centre – offering free 

computer and internet access, 

phones, photocopier, fax, informa-

tion resources and other office 

support to locate housing and jobs 

and stay in touch with family and 

friends. (Note: free computer and 

internet access is also available at 

the Downtown Community Centre, 

755 Pandora, www.CoolAid.org/

dcc.)

• The Online Resource Guide re-

mains available at www.CoolAid.

org/guide - a searchable database 

of local resources for people need-

ing help.
For further information visit www.

CoolAid.org/rees 

KALILA, by Rosemary Nixon, GOOSELANE 
BOOKS

This novel has been getting rave re-
views. The novel of the century, etc. Mothers 
will love it...love, grief and childbirth are its 
themes.

                                 --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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By Marc Lee, Iglika Ivanova, and Seth 
Klein

 Ask a British Columbian about taxes 
these days, and you’ll likely hear about 
the HST. But the HST is just one of many 
tax changes over the past decade, and its 
introduction is only one small piece of a 
larger story of eroding tax fairness.

 Most British Columbians would agree 
that everyone should pay their fair share of 
taxes. And most assume that the wealthy 
pay more, not only in straight dollars, but 
also a higher tax rate as a share of their 
income.

But, in reality, that is no longer how our 
provincial tax system works.

A new report we have co-authored 
examines changes to the provincial tax 
system over the last decade. We look at 
the total provincial tax rate for households 
at different income levels (the actual tax bill 
as a share of household income for all per-
sonal provincial taxes combined –– income, 
sales, carbon and property taxes, and MSP 
premiums).

 Using a Statistics Canada database that 
draws on tens of thousands of tax files, we 

find that BC now has a tax system where 
the rich pay a lower total provincial tax rate 
than the rest of us.

In 2000, most BC households paid about 
the same total tax rate, with the richest 10% 
paying a little more. By 2010, however, the 
tax system had become regressive, with the 
richest 20% of households paying a lower 
total tax rate than middle-income ones, and 
they in turn paying a lower rate than poor 
and modest-income households. How did 
this happen?

 The BC personal income tax system 
remains mildly progressive, meaning as 
household income rises, so too does the tax 
rate. The problem, however, is that income 
taxes have fallen over the last decade, with 
the largest tax cuts benefitting primarily 
upper-income earners.

 Other taxes we pay –– sales, carbon, 
property, and MSP premiums –– are not 
progressive, but rather, cost middle and 
lower-income households more as a share 
of their income.  The provincial treasury now 
relies more heavy on sales tax income than 
it does on income tax, and, amazingly, col-
lects more from MSP premiums than it does 

from corporate income taxes.
 The net result is a profoundly regressive 

tax shift.  For example, as of 2010, a 
household in the bottom 20% of the income 
spectrum pays total provincial taxes of about 
14-15% of their income, a middle-income 
household pays a total tax rate of about 
13%, and the wealthiest 20% pay a total 
provincial tax rate of about 11%.

 
And while total taxes are down for all 

British Columbians, we have not all ben-
efitted equally. Tax cuts between 2000 and 
2010 delivered an average of $9,000 per 
year to the richest 10% of BC households, 
and a whopping $41,000 to the top 1%.  In 
contrast, middle-income households re-
ceived an average tax cut of about $1,200, 
and lower-income ones got about $200 per 
year –– savings that are likely wiped out by 
increases in Hydro and other fees.

 A big reason for these huge differences 
is the growing gap in earnings and income. 
Our provincial tax system, instead of helping 
to offset the growing income gap, is now 
contributing to the divide.

 These tax cuts come at a price 

–– foregone government revenues and 
reduced public services. Between 2000 
and 2010, BC’s tax revenues fell by 1.7% of 
GDP. That may sound like a small change, 
but it’s equivalent to $3.4 billion a year –– 
money that is no longer available to reduce 
the deficit or to spend on needed public 
services.

 It’s time for the provincial government 
to restore fairness to our tax system. 
Once the HST debate is behind us, a 
Fair Tax Commission should be initiated. 
Such a commission should engage British 
Columbians in a broad deliberative process, 
and examine: a) how much money we 
need to raise to fund the services and 
infrastructure we want to pay for together; 
and b) how to raise these revenues in a 
equitable and efficient manner.

 
Marc Lee is Senior Economist with the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ BC Office. Iglika 
Ivanova is an economist and Public Interest 
Researcher with the CCPA-BC, and Seth Klein is 
the CCPA’s BC Director. They are co-authors of 
BC’s Regressive Tax Shift: A Decade of Diminish-
ing Tax Fairness, 2000–2010, available at www.

By Iglika Ivanova
 It’s no secret that British Columbia 

has a problem with poverty. Many of us do 
our part and contribute to food drives and 
other worthy causes. But how many British 
Columbians realize that poverty is costing 
us – all of us – a lot more than a few cans of 
non-perishable food and a new toy donated 
at Christmas?

 A new study released by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives has, for the 
first time, quantified the economic cost of 
poverty in BC. We estimate that poverty 
costs the average man, woman and child 
in BC as much as $2,100 each, every year.

 The economic cost of poverty to society 
as a whole adds up to between $8.1 and 
$9.2 billion per year. That’s a lot of money 
– close to 5% of the total value of our 
economy. Our analysis shows that failing 
to address the root causes of poverty is 
very expensive, both in terms of current 
and future costs.

 Study after study has linked poverty to 
poorer health, lower literacy, more crime, 
poor school performance for children, and 
greater stress for families. Poverty takes an 
enormous toll on the people who struggle 
with it, no question about it. But at the end 

of the day, it’s society at large that is paying 
a very high price.

 British Columbians pay approximately 
$1.2 billion per year in higher public health 
care costs linked to poverty. We spend 
another $745 million annually on policing 
and criminal justice costs driven by poverty-
related crime.  Higher costs of income 
supports and lost tax revenues that come 
with inadequate earnings account for over 
$900 million per year.

 Poverty also acts as a significant 
drag on our economy. BC’s prosperity is 
undermined when people are excluded 
from the workforce because they don’t have 
access to the supports or training they need 
to do better, or when they are stuck in low 
wage jobs in our polarized labour market. 
Underutilizing all the talents and human 
potential of poor British Columbians to 
contribute to society and to our economy is 
among the biggest costs of poverty ($6.3 to 
$7.2 billion per year).

 This is a conservative assessment of 
the cost of poverty in BC, as our estimates 
do not capture all of the costs. Notably, we 
exclude the costs that child poverty imposes 
on future generations by perpetuating the 
cycle of poverty. We also do not measure 

many of the less tangible costs, such as 
the impact of high poverty levels on social 
cohesion and our feelings of safety in our 
communities. Nor do we include the direct 
cost of providing frontline social services to 
those in poverty.

 BC government’s current approach 
to poverty is to deal with negative 
consequences as they arise. This is akin to 
handling a leaky roof problem by repeatedly 
mopping the floor. It makes things look 
passable when the guests arrive, but it does 
nothing to address the root causes of the 
problem. And like a leaky roof, poverty’s 
consequences only get harder and more 
expensive to fix the more we put off dealing 
with them.

 The high costs of poverty in BC gives us 
a purely economic reason to be concerned 
about our poverty levels, which are the high-
est in Canada.

 Seven Canadian provinces and 
two territories have recognized this and 
implemented poverty reduction strategies 
(or are in the process of developing them). 
In fact, poverty reduction has emerged as 
an issue that transcends party politics and 
ideology to receive all-party agreement in 

A decade of eroding tax fairness in BC

Poverty comes with a high price tag 
most provinces.

 It’s time for the BC government to 
rise up to the challenge and commit to a 
comprehensive plan to systematically tackle 
the root causes of poverty in BC.

 We estimate that once fully implemented, 
such a plan for BC would cost between $3 
and $4 billion per year. That’s less than half 
of what poverty is costing us now.

 Making poverty reduction a priority is the 
right thing to do. And our report shows that 
it’s also the fiscally responsible thing to do.

 The biggest challenge that lies ahead 
is that upfront investments are needed to 
bring savings down the line. The four-year 
election cycle hardly encourages long term 
thinking or investments. What’s needed is 
leadership, vision and a willingness to do 
the right thing for BC’s future.

Iglika Ivanova is an economist and public inter-
est researcher at the BC office of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives. The Cost of Poverty 
in BC is available at www.policyalternatives.ca/
costofpovertybc. 

 
CCPA BC Office is located at 1400-207 West 
Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7; tele-
phone  604-801-5121; fax:604-801-5122

By Ben Parfitt
In British Columbia’s Peace River re-

gion, farming families and First Nations are 
witnessing an unprecedented rush on water 
resources, a rush driven by energy corpora-
tions that need copious amounts of water to 
produce natural gas.

Last year, Bob and Terry Webster got 
a firsthand taste for just what the water 
rush means. It’s left them and many of their 
neighbours wondering what the future holds 
for the region they call home, and for one of 
our most precious natural resources.

The Websters own a buffalo farm on 
Berryl Prairie, west of Hudson’s Hope and 
a short distance from Williston Lake, the 
reservoir in the north central region of the 

Independent MLAs Bob Simpson and 
Vicki Huntington used the recent (and rare) 
legislative session to raise questions about 
water withdrawals as part of their effort to 
strike a special committee of the legislative 
assembly to investigate all aspects of the 
emerging unconventional gas industry.

In response to questions, Energy and 
Mines Minister Rich Coleman assured 
the house on June 1 that there would be 
an “extensive process of public consulta-
tion, discussion and negotiations with First 
Nations before anything would go ahead” 
relating to the Talisman or Canbriam water 
applications.

But no such public consultation oc-
curred. Instead, on June 21 the Websters 
received a fax from BC’s energy industry 
regulator, the Oil and Gas Commission, 
saying that Canbriam’s water pipeline ap-
plication had been approved. The Websters 
asked whether or not Talisman had also 
received an approval, and were informed 
that Talisman’s proposal had been approved 
four days earlier.

This certainly left local residents with the 
impression that the massive water diversion 
project was a done deal. With the OGC hav-
ing granted Talisman and Canbriam permis-
sion to build the pipelines if they received 
water licenses from the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 
could the licence approvals themselves be 
far off?

province created by the building of the WAC 
Bennett dam.

During the summer of 2010, single and 
double tanker trucks ran constantly up and 
down local roads, filled with water pulled 
from surrounding streams, rivers and lakes. 
The water was destined for use in hydrau-
lic fracturing or “fracking” operations – a 
process used in at least half of all the gas 
wells drilled in BC and one that is certain 
to increase.

Fracking involves pumping huge vol-
umes of water at high pressure deep into 
rock beds to fracture the rock and release 
natural gas. At some BC fracking operations, 
where a dozen or so wells are drilled at one 
location, upwards of 600 Olympic swimming 
pools worth of water is pressure-pumped un-
derground, water that subsequently returns 

to the surface heavily contaminated with a 
range of toxins that can include chemicals, 
minerals, heavy metals and radiological 
compounds.

Last September, with their parched fields 
reduced to stubble by the worst drought in 
50 years, the Websters were visited by a 
Talisman official and surveyors, there to 
situate a proposed pipeline.

Talisman’s proposal was subsequently 
replicated by Canbriam Energy, with both 
companies proposing to build parallel 
pipelines across the Websters’ land, each 
capable of delivering 3.65 million cubic me-
tres of water annually from Williston Lake to 
the Ferrell Creek area.

The pipeline proposals are potentially 
precedent setting in that they would herald 
prolonged industrial water withdrawals from 
the hydroelectric reservoir that provides 
British Columbians with one quarter of their 
power.

Yet most BC residents know nothing of 
these proposals or dozens of others like 
them, which would result in large volumes of 
water being used to produce a fossil fuel that 
some say is the natural gas equivalent of tar 
sands oil, so energy and water-intensive is 
its production.

In the traditional territory of the Fort 
Nelson First Nation, there are 17 active long-
term water licence proposals that would give 
natural gas companies access to nearly 20 
million cubic metres of water per year, more 
than 100 times what the City of Vancouver’s 
643,000 residents are estimated to use.

What the frack is happening in the Peace Region?

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
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“Bad officials are elected by good 
citizens who do not vote.”

    -- George Jean Nathan
 American journalist, critic, 

essayist and editor, 1882-1958

By Diane Walsh
In British Columbia, the word is now 

out, thanks to Bill Finley of Victoria’s Hemp 
& Company, where I got this magnificent 
lead on the story.

Sanctioned by all three levels of gov-
ernment, the successful results from BC’s 
Caribou Region pilot plantation sites has 
allowed for two impressive scientific stud-
ies to be produced, which have confirmed/
demonstrated the viability of en-masse 
industrial hemp production in the 100 Mile 
House region. Not only that, there are clear 
plans for a manufacturing facility.

100 Mile House is a unique name, which 
many may not have heard, of a district mu-
nicipality in the South Cariboo Region, with 
a population of about 2,000, a few hours out 
of Vancouver as you drive North up BC on 
Highway 97 headed toward Prince George.

It may seem like a little place, but if 
you read the three aforementioned report-
studies  (by visiting www.100milehouse.com 
and selecting the left tab Agriculture) you’ll 
understand the extraordinary significance 
of what this community has done with an 
industrial hemp crop.

The local government, known as the 
District of 100 Mile House, has a 10-per-
son Industrial Hemp Steering Committee 
chaired by Mayor Mitch Campsall, and in-
cludes the participation of community mem-
bers, hemp producers, and representatives 
from local government, First Nations, and 
provincial government staff. Since 2003, 
the committee has worked toward the goal 
(which they’ve achieved) to have industrial 
hemp specifically produced in the region of 
South Cariboo, British Columbia.

In my view, the South Cariboo region 
of BC is to be officially credited by the fan-
public: for bringing forth “the template” for a 
new emergent economy in British Columbia. 
But it’s all thanks to the vision and tenacity 
of a handful of community-minded people, 
a few of whom fortunately we’ve been able 
to interview.

Joanne Doddridge, Planner of the 
District of 100 Mile House, explains, “As a 
small community which has been impacted 
by the Mountain Pine Beetle, local govern-
ment has expended considerable effort to 
diversify the local and regional economy.  
Allocating staffing resources is one of the 
best ways that mayor and council can sup-
port the initiative. 

“Back in 2003, local resident Jack Witty 
approached mayor and council with the 
concept that industrial hemp was a very 
versatile product, which once established, 
could help offset some of the local eco-
nomic dependence on forestry.  A town hall 
meeting was organized to gauge public 
interest and a steering committee formed 
and grant applications made to explore 
possibilities. Since then, continued public 
interest, grant opportunities, and council’s 
support have enabled funding resources 
necessary to carry out this exploration and 
many partnerships created.”

The mayor of 100 Mile House, Mitch 
Campsall expresses his support to grow 
industrial hemp, saying, “Having been part 
of the Industrial Hemp Steering Commit-
tee from the beginning as a councillor, I 
continue to be 100 percent behind this 
venture. Together with council we are 
committed to actively working with the 
steering committee and staff to look at all 
opportunities to move this industry forward 
in our region. We certainly appreciate the 
support we’ve received from the provincial 
and federal government in exploring how 
industrial hemp production and processing 
might become a fully commercialized reality 
in 100 Mile House.”

The Industrial Hemp Steering com-
mittee stands out—really stands out—be-
cause both in-power federal and provincial 
government officials sit on the committee 
itself, including Conservative MP Cathy 
McLeod at the federal level, and at the pro-
vincial level, BC Liberal MLA Donna Barnett 
for Cariboo Chilcotin

Barnett has been there since project-
outset having been mayor of 100 Mile 
House, and is Parliamentary Secretary for 
Regional Economic Development. 

She says, “At present, the agriculture 
community and the District of 100 Mile 
House are working together doing research 

with the university in Manitoba. Much work 
has been done over the past few years 
and as the demand for the product grows, 
over time, the agriculture community will 
be independent of local government. The 
District has also been working with investors 
from different countries and much interest in 
investing in a processing plant is occurring.”

Barnett explains in detail, “Let me 
explain how this all began and where it is 
today. Approximately eight years ago I was 
mayor of the District of 100 Mile House. 
As you are no doubt aware, the Mountain 
Pine Beetle went through our forests and 
created an environmental disaster. Thus we 
as a community had to start to look outside 
the box for new economic ventures. As we 
are a land and resource based economy, 
we looked to many ventures. An interested 
and very knowledgeable citizen by the name 
of Jack Witty contacted me regarding the 
possibility of investigating industrial hemp.

“After being very persistent and con-
vincing myself that this was a possibility, 
we formed a committee with the approval 
(but reluctantly) of my council. And thus we 
started to investigate. With the help of the 
provincial government and a partnership 
with our local First Nations Canim Lake 
Band, we accrued staff of the First Nations 
Provincial Government Agriculture compo-
nent of government.

“A gentleman by the name of Jamie 
Kumar was designated to help us investi-
gate this project. We carried on [...] It was 
a struggle with little steps at a time and 
very little financial assistance. We had a 
few growers who stuck with the project, and 
the Canim Lake Band were also growers. 
As time went on, the interest continued to 
grow and we had many sessions with our 
agriculture community and possible inves-
tors. The hardest part was finding funding.”

Barnett continued, “As a small com-
munity we could not use tax payers money 
to research this project. For two years, the 
province assisted us with a small amount of 
funding, but we were fortunate enough to 
obtain students from the university to work 
with us to help the research and assist the 
growers. For approximately six years we 
struggled but refused to give in. In 2008, the 
federal government’s stimulus funding gave 
us the opportunity to obtain funding to hire 
a professional in the industrial hemp field, 
and to have funding for one year to assist 
the growers to get the research done to see 
whether or not this was going to be a viable 
industry for them.

“In December of 2008, my term as 
mayor was finished and I became an MLA 
for the provincial government. The local 
government has carried on with this project. 
I have continued to support and do what I 
can to assist.

“The federal government is the licens-
ing agent for the growers through Health 
Canada.  It is a very restricted licence 
and we have been working to have some 
changes made.  Our local MP has been very 
supportive of the project.”

Barnett concluded, by saying, “As past 
chair of this project, and now an MLA, I feel 
very fortunate to have been a part of this 
project that I believe over time will become 
a commodity on the world market with many 
opportunities for growth in the agriculture 
and processing industries in the future.

“Time and patience is always a chal-
lenge. But nothing ventured, nothing 
gained. As a local government, we were, 
and the local government today is the fa-
cilitator; and, once the project is on its own, 
the local government will see the citizens 
reap the benefits.”

 It is clear that a lot of thought by inter-It is clear that a lot of thought by inter-
ested parties has gone into which [hemp] 
end-product to push. Given that hemp has 
so many useful applications, it’s understand-
able this would have been a difficult decision 
for the committee as a whole. It took some 
major research to decide which way to go, 
the committee found.

A community member expounds on 
the committee’s rationale in choosing the 
construction industry. “There are so many in-
dustrial hemp products, from food products 
to beauty products, clothing, construction 
materials, and more. That has been one 
of the biggest challenges for our group—
namely, which product to focus energy on. 

While the whole plant can be utilized for 
processing, the processing technology is 
very specialized.

“We have invested considerable re-
search into exploring various industrial 
hemp product lines and the manufacturing 
associated with them. Early on, the project 
focus was on food and oil production, while 
later research focused on the green con-
struction industry and the bio-composites 
industry. These latter two are expected to 
offer the best economic fit for our region.”

Today where does hemp production 
in the South Cariboo sit? According to a 
committee spokesperson, “We have moved 
beyond the experimental stage and are now 
actively seeking industrial investment. The 
role of the District of 100 Mile House has 
been to facilitate industry expansion into 
the South Cariboo. Not only have we 
worked hard to prove that industrial hemp 
is a viable commercial crop for our region, 
but also to create the economic climate 
necessary to attract investor interest in pri-
mary and secondary processing of industrial 
hemp. Thanks to public funding and strong 
regional support, including support from all 
levels of government, 100 Mile House has 
become an ‘industrial hemp fibre knowledge 
centre’. We have made particular strides in 
advancing this industry within the region, 
starting from a conceptual stage in 2003 
to a pre-commercial stage in 2010. 2011-
2012 holds promise for full scale private 
investment into industrial hemp processing.”

The committee member describes the 
“Producer Group”, saying, “Another signifi-
cant achievement of the project has been 
the development of a producer group. This 
group was established by local and regional 
industrial hemp producers to work together, 
share lessons learned, and support each 
other and new producers with crop produc-
tion technology. Our agronomic trials and 
on-farm research projects have enabled 
Cariboo ranchers to become knowledge-
able in producing a sustainable natural 
fibre crop.”

Adding, “As part of the Industrial Hemp 
Project, we have completed a feasibility 
study for a manufacturing facility. In addition, 
we are working with private investors inter-
ested in establishing a processing facility in 
100 Mile House.”

What comes next? Investment, says 
the committee. “Now that the foundations 
of research and feasibility of this industry 
have been established, and local producers 
have indicated their interest and readiness, 
private investment is needed to drive this 
industry forward in the South Cariboo.”

Have the committee received any stick 
by any outside group?

“On the contrary, we have received 
overwhelming support. In addition, we 
regularly receive calls from people all over 
the world who are interested in what we’re 
doing here.”

Jack Witty, a key Steering Commit-
tee Member, shares his knowledge about 
government over-sight, where the focus is 
now, for the farmer. “A major benefit of this 
new industry is the role of the grower and 
the enhanced income stream they will gain. 
This in turn will spread through the whole 
local economy. The municipal government 
has been the spearhead for advancing 
this project. The dedication and work of 
the municipal council has made this effort 
go ahead, despite most things happening 
outside the municipal boundaries.

“The BC Government Agriculture De-
partment has been a great support, espe-
cially in the early days when experiments 
were moving into areas where there was 
no experience to draw on. The interaction 
with the federal government has been rea-

sonably smooth, as the production of the 
industrial hemp plant is heavily regulated 
through the Department of Health. We are 
working with our MP to have some of the 
regulations modified to improve the growers’ 
ability to produce economically profitable 
varieties and crops.”

What might manufacturing look like 
down the line?

Witty says “Down the line we plan to 
have manufacturing of a variety of building 
products from the fibre. In addition, there 
are some industrial applications that are 
being worked on that lend themselves to 
international trade.”

He goes on to say. “The industrial hemp 
plant is so versatile that more than 25,000 
products are known to be made from the 
plant. Everything from food, to pharmaceu-
ticals, to construction material, to fuel can 
come from this resource. In our case, we are 
concentrating on products for the construc-
tion industry. It is worth noting that in a time 
when governments are looking for ways to 
reduce our human carbon footprint this plant 
is a very good carbon sink.”

It’s worth mentioning that NDP politi-
cians in the area are not opposed to this 
project by any means, either. Let’s hope 
other districts follow suit.

That’s what I call, good BC. Needless 
to say, the chosen market direction—pro-
ducing for the construction-industry—does 
in no way formally preclude plantation 
industrial-hemp growth designated for food 
or textile, especially so, in due course, as 
interest and investment is likely to increase 
as word travels.

No doubt the industry will take off and 
boom. The development of a manufactur-
ing facility which would then bring more 
jobs, boost the economy, and move BC in 
a new innovative direction using “green” 
technology and ideas is the best thing to 
happen to BC.

 
This article first appeared in the Cannabis Digest, 
spring 2011.

100 Mile Hemp House Plantation
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Saanich South 
New Democrats
You can contact your executive 

by writing to us 
at 

PO Box 30041, 
Saanich Postal Outlet, Victoria, BC  V8X 5E1

or by phoning us at 250-479-1100.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats

Stay in touch! 
You can reach your executive 

by emailing President Darcy Lindberg at darcy.lindberg@gmail.com 
or by writing to Box 282

1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8T 2C1

By Heather Tufts
Canadians should be outraged about 

Canada’s decision to oppose the listing 
of chrysotile asbestos to the Rotterdam 
Convention in June 2011. If approved, the 
known carcinogen would have been listed 
as a hazardous chemical, which would re-
quire exporters to warn recipient countries 
of any health hazards.

Canada is one of only a handful of 
countries including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Ukraine, and Vietnam that continue to 
export asbestos. Notwithstanding Canada’s 
acute awareness of the fatal health risks 
associated with asbestos use the Harper 
government endorses these egregious ex-
port practices without the minimal courtesy 
of health warnings. Allowing profit to trump 
fatal health risks is unbridled evil and is at 
least analogous to any government oppos-
ing health warnings on cigarettes.

Asbestos continues to be used in the 
construction industry of various developing 
countries, notably China, India, and the Phil-
ippines. Canada argues that as long as ap-
propriate safety precautions are observed, 
the mineral can be used without adverse 
health effects. However innocent labourers 
in developing countries are risking their lives 
in an environment where health and safety 
standards are more lax. 

The health effects caused by working 
with asbestos are deadly serious. When 
asbestos fibres are breathed in they get 
trapped in the lungs which leads to inflam-
mation and respiratory problems. Asbes-
tosis can result which increases the risk 
for lung cancer. The most common form of 

cancer associated with asbestos exposure 
is mesothelioma which is usually fatal but 
studies also suggest elevated risks for other 
cancers of the throat, kidneys, esophagus 
and gallbladder.

 Harper’s government has chosen to turn 
the proverbial blind eye to these hazard-
ous practices by its provision of asbestos 
for export without health and safety warn-
ings. The vitriolic implication is that lives in 
developing nations are valued less than 
those in Canada and the Canadian Medical 
Association Journal called Canada’s policy 
on exportation a charade dealing in death.

A report commissioned by Health Cana-
da in 2007 outlined the effects of exposure to 
asbestos. The Canadian government led by 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper suppressed 
the report for more than a year because it 
provided compelling medical evidence of the 
hazards of asbestos exposure. At that time 
the government was accused of disguising 
economic and political interests as scientific-
based decisions. This smoke and mirrors 
regarding asbestos remains embedded in 
current policy.

During the election campaign in late 
April, Prime Minister Stephen Harper stated: 
“The government will not put Canadian in-
dustry in a position where it is discriminated 
against in a market where it is permitted,” 
irregardless of well-known dangerous health 
hazards

 Canada states that the country has 
“actively promoted safe and controlled use 
of the substance domestically and inter-
nationally.” But since the use of asbestos 
has been virtually banned across Canada 

since the 1970s this hypocrisy evoked un-
derstandable hostility from many delegates 
at the convention.

When the Harper government was 
pressed on the issue by opposition parties 
in Ottawa, Industry Minister Christian Para-
dis staunchly defended the government’s 
position.

“We know that chrysotile [asbestos] can 
be used in a safe fashion in a controlled 
environment,” Paradis told parliament in the 
June session in Ottawa.

But with Paradis’ electoral district of 
Mégantic-L’Érable being home to Canada’s 
last remaining asbestos mine, critics accuse 
Conservative MP Paradis of promoting 
policy out of transparent, political self-
interest. Asbestos mining in Quebec is a 
$97 million per year industry and employs 
approximately 800 asbestos miners.

In reaction to Canada’s controversial 
and unpopular position Australia and the 
African delegation introduced a declara-
tion that their trade practices will include 
comprehensive measures to add warnings 
about the hazards of asbestos use. India 
had already reversed its position to support 
the hazardous warning listing and influenced 
many other countries to take this stance 
as well.

Aneil Jaswal, a BC based policy con-
sultant on health issues and a passionate 
asbestos activist stated that “the voice of 
workers in India is clear: they do not want 
Canada’s asbestos. It is not handled safely. 
Asbestos causes cancer in Indians just like 
it does in Canadians -- which is why it is 
essentially banned in Canada and removed 

from the prime minister’s home.”
The Rotterdam Convention which was 

adopted in 1998 requires exporting coun-
tries to obtain prior informed consent from 
importing countries before listed chemicals 
can be delivered. This is accomplished 
through the use of proper labelling, safe 
handling instructions, and the disclosure of 
any known restrictions or bans. 

There are now 41 chemicals including 30 
pesticides and 11 industrial chemicals on the 
list isolating Canada from the apparent ethi-
cal intentions of the Rotterdam Convention.

  A strongly worded resolution at the May 
NDP federal convention in Vancouver drew 
attention to the issue of asbestos mining in 
Canada: “New Democrats believe in end-
ing the mining and extraction of asbestos 
for domestic and international use due to 
the indisputable evidence linking all forms 
of asbestos to lung cancer and death in 
Canada and abroad, and ensuring the just 
transition of workers currently employed in 
the asbestos industry in Canada.”

However as the Harper government 
chooses a path of putting profits ahead of 
lives our national reputation as humanitar-
ians has been darkened. While Canada 
continues to suppress all the warnings about 
the hazardous affects of working with asbes-
tos, the powerful claws of the conservative 
beast reach out in the shadowy comfort of 
a false majority government.   

                                  

By G.E. Mortimore 
What if most Canadian school children 

could glide between English and French 
as easily as an automatic-transmission car 
changes gears?

Or shift smoothly to a third language, 
say Mandarin Chinese or Cree?

Millions of people in the world achieve 
this kind of language magic. Canadian chil-
dren could achieve it too. 

Each language is a valuable gift, be-
cause each has its own shape, colour and 
view of the universe.

In defiance of these benefits, however, 
we Canadians tie ourselves in emotional 
knots about language -- a paralyzing dis-
ability for anglos who agonize over the 
francophone Quebec connection.

Many Americans have the same mental 
quirk. They fly into fits of bad temper about 
the advance of the Spanish language, even 
in the territory that they stole from the Mexi-
cans, who in turn stole it from the original 
inhabitants.

But the 59 new Quebec NDP MPs may 
help us move toward the end of language 
hysteria in Canada. Most of them are young, 
and therefore hopefully more open to fresh 
ideas than old-timers who are set in their 
ways.

Well, the idea that I have in mind is 60 
years old, but it hasn’t been much talked or 
written about: 

In the Philippines, United Nations fun-
damental-education researchers compared 
methods of teaching children whose mother 
tongue was Hiligaynon, one of several lan-
guages spoken in the Philippines.

One class was immersed from the start 
in English, and taught all their school les-
sons in English. Another class learned all 
their lessons in their mother tongue, while 
learning English as a second language in 
separate sessions. 

The mother-tongue class learned bet-
ter and achieved higher results in regular 
school work than the immersion class; and 
within two years, that mother-tongue group 
caught up with the immersion group in their 
knowledge of English as well. 

The clear conclusion -- mother-tongue 
teaching works best – runs counter to the 
bigotry and twisted political correctness that 
mark language policy in much of Canada. 
Anglophone provinces push newcomer 
foreign children into English-language deep 

water, and leave them to sink or swim with 
only sketchy help. 

And they dump some English-speaking 
kids into French immersion schools without 
enabling them to have fun in French-speak-
ing social settings outside the classroom. 
This policy looks like a recipe for failure.

The Quebec NDP voices in Ottawa 
may cite* the Filipino mother-tongue teach-
ing project when they suggest answers to 
Canada’s doublethink puzzle of language, 
culture and politics.

The new strong-Quebec NDP caucus 
may be able to shortcut the psycho-political 
hangups and drain off language-based 
hostility, by supporting Quebec’s status as a 
special senior partner and a laboratory and 
testing ground for social inventions that will 
be helpful to everyone.              

Quebec could be a pathfinder in sharp-
ening the methods of teaching French as a 
second language from kindergarten upward, 
enabling anglophones to become smoothly 
bilingual, and recruiting entire extended 
families and villages in countries as far apart 
as Greece, China and Haiti, equipping them 
with a range of professional skills, and wel-
coming them into French-speaking Canada 
by the methods that proved successful in 
the Philippines.

Quebec school instruction in Haitian 
Creole could reinforce a program of selected 
immigration and knowledge-upgrading of 
poor Haitian families and neighbourhood 
groups.

This trial enterprise, employing as 
its instrument Haiti’s compound French-
European-African-Arabic language, might 
yield a later generation of Haitian-Canadian 
development engineers and teachers who 
would revisit their ancestral home country 
and help give it the strength of knowledge 
-- channelled through a currently underval-
ued language spoken by 12 million people.       

By advocating such long-range mea-
sures, the Quebec NDP MPs would serve 
notice that their vision  extends beyond the 
next election

G.E. Mortimore, PhD, is a Victoria-based writer 
and social anthropologist. This article also ap-
pears in the CCPA Monitor, the magazine of the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives.

* United Nations Publications on Fundamental 
Education, Monograph 9.

Killer asbestos: Canada’s shame

The smart answer to the 
language problem
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Juan de Fuca New Democrats

Keep in touch!
You can reach President Heather Gropp 

by email at goliard86@shaw.ca

By Tim Pheotist
These are puzzling times. The average 

economic wizards, the cleverest of whom 
have recently brought you the Government 
Goodies - for which too many seemed to 
vote,  e.g. gradual health care privatiza-
tion, more prisons, private profit from public 
money etc. – have not yet been able to solve 
the present puzzle. 

Economists love to solve puzzles, par-
ticularly the puzzles which they’ve designed 
and of which they already know the solution. 
The current economic puzzle seems to have 
been designed by a uniquely nasty wizard 
who hasn’t provided the solution to even the 
mightiest of our economic wizards in chief.

Today’s economists around the world 
are struck dumb. Words fail them. The best 
and fastest computer programs cannot keep 
up. The most sophisticated econometric 
formulae are inadequate to untangle the 
mathematical knots. What to do before the 
sky falls? 

This economist suggests we should 
again look to understand more completely 
the economic system to which we have 
blindly subscribed, at least for the past few 
decades. Solutions lie in our political votes 
in the future. And actually the problem is not 
really so hard to understand.

We’re told that the shakings of the world 
stock markets have happened because 
somehow our socially civilized western 
economies have overspent. That we’ve 
protected the poor and disadvantaged at 
the expense of the rich and profitable. And 
we’ve accepted and voted for this thesis!!

According to our presently elected gov-
ernment, our familiar and civil societies are 
of no value when they seem to undermine 
the private profit on which we’re told they are 
built. Somehow our societies have displaced 
the building blocks of capital foundation that 
supports life as we know it.

It’s been a difficult image to grasp – the 
idea that somehow our civilized lives depend 
on an invisible structure of money and tan-
gible assets which cannot be disturbed and 
must never be spent.

And then there are the wizards and 
trolls who guard the gates wherein exist the 
worthies who actually insist that we believe 
they own the structures in which we live 
– our physical homes, localities, services, 
friends and relatives. An overstatement? 
I’m afraid not.

Here’s what’s happening. Capital struc-
tures and groupings have always only been 
of value when constructively combined with 
useful organized labour. The idea is that the 
able population works according to skill and 
talent to produce something more valuable 
than they consume. The surplus is spent to 
support two elements – firstly, those unable 
to work for any reason, and secondly, orga-
nized investment in a social infrastructure 

that will assist in making the work effort 
increasingly more effective. We call this plan 
a plan for economic growth. The anchor of 
this system is that social labour also has a 
hand in organizing the capital infrastructure 
that is created. We ensure that control by 
electing talented and honest representatives 
who can transparently suggest and, when 
agreed, execute productive ideas for the 
benefit of all.

This way, as time moves along, the in-
frastructure becomes increasingly attractive 
as an asset. It’s an asset used and owned 
primarily by the working societies that built 
it. And it’s used unsparingly by the private 
businesses which are supposed to generate 
productive services to build and maintain our 
societies – and renew the infrastructures 
that they use. The public services these 
private interests use are called externalities. 
These are public assets used in the course 
of making private profit. The public requires 
payment for such use and we call that pay-
ment – taxation.

OK, you say. This is High School stuff. 
I agree, but now is the time to again under-
stand the basics. Why?

Because things are changing. The con-
trollers of capital have fired some warning 
shots at our society and they are serious. So 
serious that they have been prepared even 
to sacrifice some of their own – to make a 
cannibalistic meal of some lesser capital 
groupings. We see some of the husks and 
corpses in the recent stock market reports. 
Many formerly reliable corporate names 
will be vacuumed up by bigger names, their 
assets being used to pay their debts at a 
heavy discount.

The invisible glue that keeps capital 
groupings – that’s just a term for lots of valu-
able assets controlled by as few controllers 
as possible – are stock markets around the 
world. Stock markets are an invisible idea 
to attract assets that haven’t yet been per-
manently absorbed into the most valuable 
capital groupings. In exchange for being 
protected by the most powerful controllers, 
little bits of money are released back into 
our society by the more familiar wizards 
and trolls with whom we are all familiar. 
Those wizards and trolls were supposed 
to be under the supervision of our elected 
representatives.

What’s happened is that we’ve stopped 
electing representatives with our social 
interests as the priority and we’ve elected 
representatives who actually represent – not 
us but private profit! 

But back to basics. The stock market 
drama is a way to convince those whose 
labour is their only liquid asset that that 
labour must be delivered at an ever increas-
ing discount. That we must live in times 
of “austerity”. That we cannot expect that 
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Of capitalist cannibals and musical chairs
our society should support our elderly 
relatives, our disabled and ill, or even our 
youngsters, with healthcare and education. 

What is changing is the speed at which 
capital assets – i.e. the physical ownership 
of your labour, your roads and building, 
your social services -- can be moved 
around the globe. 

As  we’re told by media – increasingly 
owned by faraway publishing  houses, 
often owned and operated entirely by 
foreign entities ignorant and uncaring of 
your lives – you’re spending your work 
product in ways that don’t win the approval, 
for instance, of the Chinese government 
or Russian energy interests or the Indian 
computer industry.

The cry is that we must increase global 
trade to have real economic growth. True 
enough. But asset stripping in the west to 
the sole benefit of capital groupings hid-
ing out in the East, or wherever a hiding 
place can be found, is not global trade.  
It’s social theft.

So, don’t believe the austerity chant of 
today’s governments. If today’s economic 
events were a game of musical chairs, 
know that the music is about to stop. To 
ensure a seat for the next round, take the 
soonest opportunity to elect politicians 
who will recover and control public assets. 
That private interests are required to serve 
public priorities.

 The Conservative tail must no longer 

June marked the launch of Cowichan Green Community’s (CGC) second edition of the 
Buy Local! Buy Fresh! Cowichan Food Map. To the delight of the Valley’s food producers, 
and those consumers searching for fresher, healthier and more environmentally friendly 
groceries, CGC was thrilled to announce that even more farms have been added to this 
year’s map.

Building on the success of the 2010 map, which saw 10,000 cop-
ies distributed Cowichan Valley-wide and beyond, this year’s edition 
continues to represent the most comprehensive directory available 
for local food in the valley to date. From Cedar all the way down to 
Shawnigan Lake, the 2011 Buy Local! Buy Fresh! Cowichan Food 
Map lists 72 producers selling everything from Dungeness crab and 
sunchokes, to value-added products like ancient-method balsamic 
vinegar and pickled beets. Many of last year’s farms are listed, and 
the directory also includes several new producers, some of whom are 
farming commercially for their first season. 

The map also directs people to interesting agri-tourism events, 
and unique value-added food products not found anywhere else.

For Evelyn Pereira of Terra Nossa Family Farm, who is listing her 
certified organic poultry, pork and berry operation on the map for the 
second year, the Buy Local! Buy Fresh! Cowichan Food Map has 
enabled her to reach new customers as well as provide a resource for 
referrals. “Many of my customers are looking for other locally grown 
products. With the map, I am able to send them on to different farms.”

The map is one of the many signature initiatives of the Green 
Community which helps promote their broader sustainability mandate. 
“Promoting locally produced food is just one way in which we can help 
strengthen our region’s community food system,” explains Heather 
Kaye, food security coordinator at CGC.  “A regional diet is a healthier, 
more sustainable way to eat, and helps secure the livelihood of our 
Valley’s food producers.”

For a taste of what’s fresh in your backyard this growing season, 
come by 181 Station Street in Duncan to pick up a copy of the map. 

Fresh from the Cowichan!
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and Jasper van’t Hof. 
Captain Christine de St Genois de Grand Breucq is a pioneer and accomplished aviator, 

a French women’s rights activist and Knight of the Legion of Honour. Dutchman Jasper 
van’t Hof is an accomplished jazz musician and one of the first (if not the first) European 
to fuse African music with European jazz. He could be described as a jazz fusion African 
world music artist. 

In addition Town-mayor Monsieur Franck Hedrich of Versonnex kindly provided a 
municipal concert hall for Jasper Van’t Hof and, on April 9, the GA-FGM held the first ever 
Benefit Concert Against FGM in Versonnex France. Only 15 minutes out of Geneva, the 
event was to further build public confidence, knowledge and donors to endorse the GA-FGM 
charter objectives. Alana Armitage attended in person and, again noted, in her speech to 
the audience, the urgent need to properly fund and energize this movement.

In the interview that followed this well-attended concert, Postulart and Wilson described 
to me the ground-breaking function of the GA-FGM website as, both a federating and 
fund-raising tool. 

“Our goal is creating an international centre of information, an e-library of articles, 
books, links, etc. with a state-of-the-art search engine. We intend to form an as complete 
as possible e-library of FGM abandonment resource aids, explained Postular.

“We will be approaching NGOs with a specific criteria. Namely we seek those employing 
successful eradication models, and who, like us, seek transparency, collaboration to help 
to finally to abandon this FGM practice,” he said.

Explaining why NGOs should be motivated to join the portal, he said that the GA-FGM 
will act as a kind of conduit. It will be a source for not only acquiring information, but dis-
tributing it and optimizing communication between their own organization, their community 
and bodies of the UN. 

He added, “We’ll all be able to see where there is lack of action. On our website there 
will be a mapping tool. Using a complex world map will be a flag representing, for example, 
at this particular place, there is an NGO working in the field. Blue = NGO present. RED = 
FGM is prevalent.“

Postulart went on to say, “Each flag will show what projects are underway, what eradica-
tion models are currently in place, what is needed (depending on analysis of results and 
stats) and of course, ideally where the money comes from.” 

Showing how useful the mapping-tool will become, Holger poined to Togo, just by way 
of example, saying, “Togo is often represented as practicing FGM. As if it’s all over the 
country. When in fact it’s actually practiced in the north and not the south. In the south, we 
learned, people don’t even know it is practiced in the north.

“The mapping tool will illustrate this sort of nuance and thus [hopefully] prompt action. 
Please have a look at www.donor2deed.com. You will see how an effective mapping tool is 
already in place (used for NGOs working in Pakistan during and after the flood). We intend 
to mimic this approach vis-a-vis FGM.” 

The overall approach creates a new dimension in the effort to support the on-going 
fieldwork. 

Wilson confirmed, “The GA-FGM Alliance is not and will not be working directly on the 
ground. We’re not going to (Africa or elsewhere where FGM is also practised) where work 
is being done to tell these people what to do. Rather, we want to re-enforce the good work 
NGOs are already doing! The goal is exchanging info so that data on FGM gets more and 
more complete and anyone can and will be able to find it systematically”.

She added, “Our no-competition edict mentioned on our website means NGOs with good 
ideas will be presented in an equal way. What fits one region may be different in another.
It’s their difference that has to be valued and seen. It will be on the Portal”. 

There is a chief dilemma facing both the East and the West at this time in history; it’s a 
dilemma that challenges all governments and NGOs working to eradicate FGM. Postulart 
explains it well here: 

“There’s the woman who does the cutting.” [Yes, indeed this is what we’ve understood 
and been  led to understand, according to research] -- but, Postulart asks pointedly -- “Is 
she really the responsible one? When authorities are there, present and holding the child...
may even be a mother, an aunt and/or a grandmother; with community leaders onlooking, 
endorsing it as a traditional ritual.” 

[Note from editor: The 2002 film God’s Sandbox by Israeli filmmaker Doron Eran attacks 
the subject of ritual female circumcision. I suggest anyone trying to learn more about this 
practice watch the movie, and be forewarned that it may not be advisable for children.] 

 
Diane Walsh, MA, is an investigative journalist based in the Pacific Northwest. She contributes to 
new media outlets, newspapers which by some miracle haven’t gone under, and magazines in the 
US, Canada and Europe. 
For more information on specific publications and to reach Walsh directly, please visit: indydianewalsh.
wordpress.com 
This article first appeared in the Salem News (see www.salen-news.com). There are many hyperlinks in 
the original article, and readers interested in following them are invited to go to the Lower Island News’ 
webpage at www.lowerislandnews.wordpress.com where the complete article with hyperlinks is posted.
 

United Nations committed to ending FGM
Female genital mutilation isn’t going away; people are realizing that it is not confined to African countries.

By Diane Walsh
(GENEVA) - Female genital mutilation can no longer be dismissed by Western govern-

ments as “an issue in Africa” or only as ”an African problem”. 
Migration from east to west, in recent decades, has meant FGM is globalizing. Its 

existence can no longer be denied and the lack of action to combat it can no longer be 
excused. Western law enforcement discovering FGM crime “on their patch” has prompted 
a dialogue about global strategies. 

The entire United Nations system is committed to helping countries end FGM, in one 
generation. 

This year’s International Day of Zero Tolerance for FGM on February 6 was marked 
by a speech by the director of UNFPA, Alana Armitage, in Geneva. She noted that the UN 
Interagency Statement (signed in 2007) by 10 UN agencies -- OHCHR, UNAIDS, UNDP, 
UNECA, UNESCO, UNFPA, UNHCR, UNICEF, [UNIFEM], and WHO -- marked the shift in 
the way the international community supports countries in their efforts to eliminate FGM. 

(L-R) Rabi Ferk, CFO, Global Alliance-FGM; Holger Postulart and Elisabeth Wilson, co-
creators of GA-FGM ; and Jasper van’t Hof, musician and ambassador for GA-FGM.

Since then, the Inter-African committee on Traditional Practices affecting the health 
of women and children (IAC) and the leadership and commitment of the Organization of 
Islamic Conference and the Interparlementarian Union have come up to the plate. Along 
with Norway, Italy and the Netherlands, which are cited as, “leadership” countries who 
support anti-FGM initiatives. 

On behalf of the Joint UNFPA and UNICEF Program to Accelerate the Abandonment 
of Female Genital Mutilation and Cutting, and UNHCR, Armitage went on to say: 

“FGM/C is not confined to African countries and we need to continue advocacy efforts 
within Europe to ensure that all countries have laws banning FGM/C in order to protect 
girls and women from this violation of human rights. We also need to build bridges between 
policies and programs in Europe and Africa, and especially between practicing communi-
ties living in Africa and in Europe. The FGM/C Abandonment Movement in Africa needs to 
reach and involve communities in Europe.” 

Even more recently, however, it’s been the World Health Organization’s behind-the-
scenes efforts that have brought things into key focus. Dr. Heli Bathija, area manager of 
Africa and Eastern Mediterranean Working Region from the Department of Reproductive 
Health officially asked a young initiative called The Global Alliance Against Female Genital 
Mutilation, to introduce themselves, at a WHO luncheon conference, in Geneva, also on 
February 6, 2011. 

Unveiling itself as the first NGO with the inspiration/goal to federate all efforts against 
FGM, the Global Alliance against FGM presented a prototype of an internet Global Portal 
and discussed their international mapping-tool project to be developed for use by all com-
munities and persons seeking to abandon FGM. Their office is based in Geneva and is 
administered by co-founders Holger Postulart and Elisabeth Wilson, both of whom are 
experienced WHO consultants. 

Town-mayor 
Monsieur 
Franck 
Hedrich of 
City of 
Versonnex, 
France (20 
minutes from 
Geneva) and 
Elisabeth 
Wilson, 
co-creator of 
the Global 
Alliance 
against FGM.
mediageode image

That men have a place in all federating efforts; an extraordinarily important place. They 
have a unique role in helping to accelerate the UN goal for communities to abandon FGM 
and in joining hands in eradicating FGM worldwide. 

Wilson and Postulart are, therefore, proud to present to the world both a female and a 
male Goodwill Ambassador representing the GA-FGM. They are: Christine de St Genois

Based on understanding, this is GA-FGM’s mandate starting point: 

Jasper van’t Hof, benefit concert musician and Ouadeba Aminata, the chef, for concert,  
April 9 2011, featuring Burkina Faso cuisine.    mediageode image
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A fifty million dollar tipping point? 

By J. Matthew Roney 
In 1904, Italy’s Prince Piero Ginori Conti became the first person to use thermal en-

ergy from within the earth to turn on the lights—five of them, to be precise. Now, more 
than a century after his experiment, 24 countries are using geothermal power. The 10,900 
megawatts of capacity installed worldwide generate enough renewable electricity to meet 
the needs of more than six million US. homes. Geothermal power has grown at just three 
percent annually over the last decade, but the pace is set to pick up substantially, with 
close to 9,000 megawatts of new capacity projected for 2015. Some 350 projects are under 
development in dozens of countries. 

The energy source for geothermal electricity generation is the tremendous heat flowing 
from the Earth’s core and mantle and from radioactive isotopes decaying in the Earth’s 
crust. Developers drill wells to reach porous and permeable rock containing reservoirs 
of hot water or steam that is then brought to the surface to drive a turbine and generate 
electricity. Historically, this required a water temperature of 150 degrees Celsius (302 de-
grees Fahrenheit) or more, which is found in abundance in countries along the Pacific Ring 
of Fire—including Chile, Indonesia, Japan, and the United States—as well as in Africa’s 
Great Rift Valley region. Recent technology improvements, however, have made power 
generation using lower-temperature resources possible, enabling Germany, Hungary, and 
others to begin harnessing their geothermal power potential. 

While geothermal projects require significant up-front capital investments, especially 
for exploration, drilling, and power plant construction, the typically low operation cost—in-
cluding zero expense for fuel—means that over their lifetimes geothermal power plants 
are often cost-competitive with fossil fuel or nuclear power plants. Another plus is that 
geothermal plants can provide round-the-clock baseload power, requiring no backup from 
non-renewable fuel generation. 

With 3,100 megawatts installed in nine western states, the United States is the unrivaled 
leader in geothermal power capacity. (See data at www.earth-policy.org.) Half of this is 
located at The Geysers, a complex of 17 plants in northern California that is the world’s 
largest geothermal development. 

In the last 20 years, less than 330 megawatts of new geothermal power has been 
installed in the United States. But thanks to recent government incentives—including loan 
guarantees, production tax credits, and cash grants—today the U.S. geothermal industry 
is booming. More than 120 confirmed projects representing close to 1,400 megawatts are 
under development in 14 states. Most of this activity is in the West, especially in established 
geothermal havens like California and Nevada, but projects are also emerging to the east 
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. More than 750 megawatts of new capacity are slated 
for completion by 2015. 

While the United States ranks highest in geothermal power generating capacity, nowhere 
is geothermal energy more pervasive than in Iceland. With 575 megawatts of installed 
capacity, a figure that could double by 2015, geothermal power provides one quarter of 
Iceland’s electricity. Its state-owned electric utility is even considering building a 1,170-ki-
lometre (727-mile) undersea cable to export geothermal and hydropower to Scotland.

But above and beyond generating electricity from the Earth’s heat, Icelanders use 
geothermal’s heat energy directly. Residents have used natural hot springs for bathing for 
centuries, and in more modern times they have geothermally heated greenhouses and fish 
farms. Most impressively, some 90 percent of Iceland’s residential space heating comes 
from geothermal. Nearly 80 other countries also use geothermal heat directly.

In the Pacific, the Philippines is another nation taking advantage of geothermal re-
sources. Ranking second in the world, with 1,900 megawatts of installed capacity, the 
Philippines gets 17 percent of its electricity from geothermal. It plans to reach 2,550 
megawatts in the next four years. 

But it is Indonesia that has the most ambitious geothermal power goals in the world. 
The country currently has the third greatest amount of installed geothermal power capac-
ity—some 1,200 megawatts. Most of these plants are operated by Pertamina Geothermal 
Energy, a subsidiary of the state oil and gas company. As the government looks to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels and increase the reliability of its power sector, it plans to more 

than triple geothermal installations by 2015. By 2025, Indonesia intends to reach 12,000 
megawatts of geothermal power, enough to meet more than 70 percent of current electricity 
needs. While this would allow the country to back out nearly all coal and oil in the power 
sector, it would exploit only two fifths of Indonesia’s estimated geothermal resource. 

Japan is another country with enormous geothermal resources, but so far just a small 
fraction—less than 540 megawatts—has been developed. Japan’s 80,000 megawatts of 
potential capacity using conventional technologies could meet half of its current electricity 
demand. With the government’s recent pledge to emphasize renewable energy and energy 
efficiency over nuclear power, a renewed commitment to geothermal may be imminent. 

In Latin America, Mexico’s 958 megawatts of installed geothermal power capacity 
make it number four on the list of geothermal leaders. Mexico’s geothermal capacity cur-
rently exceeds that of all other countries in the region combined, but there is enormous 
potential waiting to be harnessed in many other Latin American countries. A 1999 report 
from the US-based Geothermal Energy Association (GEA) identified 39 countries, now 
with a combined 800 million people, whose geothermal resources could meet 100 percent 
of their electricity needs. Nine of these, including Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, and 
Peru, are in Central and South America. El Salvador’s six million people already obtain 
26 percent of their electricity from geothermal; the share for Costa Rica, with five million 
people, is 13 percent. 

Thirteen of the countries identified in the GEA report are in East Africa, with many of 
these located along the tectonically and volcanically active Great Rift Valley stretching from 
Eritrea in the north to Mozambique in the south. Only Ethiopia (with seven megawatts) and 
Kenya (with more than 200 megawatts) have yet begun to tap their geothermal potential. 
But other countries, including Rwanda and Uganda, are actively pursuing development.

Kenya started geothermal exploration in the 1960s, and it now gets some 20 percent of 
its electricity from geothermal. If the nation achieves its ambitious targets of 2,300 megawatts 
by 2020 and 5,000 megawatts by 2030, Kenya could within a matter of years meet all its 
electricity needs with geothermal energy and begin exporting the surplus. 

Beyond the current boom in conventional resource development, the emergence of 
enhanced geothermal systems (EGS) technology promises to fundamentally alter the 
geothermal landscape. EGS enables energy recovery in parts of the Earth’s crust with 
limited permeability and porosity, dramatically increasing estimated resource potential. 
For example, a 2008 US Geological Survey report estimated that EGS could multiply US 
geothermal potential 13-fold over conventionally available resources. EGS technology is 
still being developed, but if demonstration projects under way in Australia, France, the 
United States, and the United Kingdom produce favourable results in the next few years, 
rising investment interest could accelerate geothermal power growth even more than cur-
rent projections indicate.

A 2011 Pike Research report projects that even without new pro-geothermal policies, 
global investment in this energy source will more than double from $3 billion in 2010 to 
$6.8 billion in 2020. Add to this that the number of countries using geothermal power is 
expected to jump from 24 at present to 46 in 2015, and geothermal power seems poised 
for an impressive expansion. The possibilities are almost limitless: the estimated 4.6 million 
megawatts of potential geothermal capacity worldwide, including from EGS and underwater 
hydrothermal sources, could power the entire world economy nearly two times over. 

 
This information is a Plan B Update from the Earth Policy Organization. For more informtion, go to 
www.earth-policy.org/plan_b_updates/2011/update98.

 

Geothermal power heating up worldwide

By Lester R. Brown
At a press conference on July 21, New 

York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg an-
nounced that he was contributing $50 million 
to the Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Campaign. 
Michael Brune, head of the Sierra Club, 
called it a “game changer”. It is that, but 
it also could push the United States, and 
indeed the world, to a tipping point on the 
climate issue. 

It is one thing for Michael Brune to say 
coal has to go, but quite another when 
Michael Bloomberg says so. Few outside 
the environmental community know who 
Michael Brune is, but every business person 
knows Michael Bloomberg as one of the 
most successful business entrepreneurs of 
his generation. 

The Sierra Club’s Beyond Coal Cam-
paign has two main goals. The first is to 
prevent the permitting and construction 
of new coal-fired power plants. So far 153 
proposed power plants have been taken off 
the board. The second goal is to close the 
492 existing plants. The Sierra Club lists 71 
plants already scheduled for total or partial 
closure, most of them by 2016. 

The efforts to stabilize climate will be 
won or lost with coal, the world’s largest 
source of carbon emissions. The effort to 
phase out coal is now well under way in the 
United States, the world’s second ranking 
coal user after China. 

There are likely to be many ripple effects 
from the Bloomberg grant. To begin with, 
 Turn to fifty million dollar on page 21
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By Bo Filter
On the day of 9/11 the United States national media accused, tried, and hung Osama 

bin Laden in the eyes of the world by parroting the pronouncements of the George W. Bush 
administration. Was bin Laden guilty? Was the media acting as a kangaroo court? To get 
a better idea, we should look at some of the key developments that have taken place over 
the past 10 years.

When a crime is committed, the justice system is supposed to swing into action and 
launch a scientific, forensic criminal investigation, just as would David Caruso as Horatio 
Caine in the television show, Crime Scene Investigation: Miami. Instead, the justice system 
was blocked, illegally revoked by the Bush administration. In its place, Bush assigned a 
bureau he had tight control over but totally unrelated to crime, the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), which was created to respond to environmental disasters like 
hurricanes and earthquakes. FEMA did not seek out the perpetrators. Instead it was given 
the task of cleanup. Removing evidence at a crime scene before a forensic investigation can 
be concluded is a federal crime in itself, another subject that has not been resolved legally. 

On 9/11, the first to pronounce bin Laden as the perpetrator was CIA Director George 
Tenet, a Bush administration appointee.11 His declaration came just five minutes after the 
first plane struck the north tower of the World Trade Center. At that moment, no one in the 
world knew that a crime was unfolding, not until a second plane hit the south tower some 
15 minutes later. How did Tenet know it was crime before it was a crime? How did he know 
who did it without a scientific legal investigation? Was bin Laden being framed? As soon 
as people started asking questions, the Bush administration went on the attack, ridiculing 
them as conspiracy theorists. Yet, without a legitimate crime scene investigation, the Bush 
administration was the only one stuck with a conspiracy theory. So why were all the fair 
questions about the crime blocked from having fair airtime in the national media? All of 
these thorny questions remain outstanding.

After the media pseudo trial of bin Laden on 9/11, the Bush administration began a 
steady war drum propaganda campaign against foreign terrorism, as if it had been proven 
in an impartial court. They quickly rammed anti-terrorist legislation through Congress in 
the two Patriot Acts, the first draft prepared by the Reagan administration called Rex-84. 
Cheney and Rumsfeld were involved in its creation, headquartered at the National Program 
Office and has been kept alive since its inception. This is why the acts appeared so quickly. 
Senators and congressmen were given almost no time to digest the material before they 
were demanded to pass the bills. Of course it helped that with few exceptions the whole 
of government is oriented towards militarism. In effect, they were unlawfully pushing the 
Constitution aside in favour of martial law as delineated in the Patriot Acts.

Bush brazenly pronounced that you are either with us (the Bush administration) or you 
are with the terrorists. He was trying to raise rancor amongst the general public against 
those calling for a proper weighing of evidence. Bush was painting them as terrorists. In 
so doing, Bush was trying to terrify the world into silence, not just the curious. 

The propensity for witch-hunting is old. Everyone is terrified of being tortured as a 
witch or now as potential terrorists are being tortured. Fear, en masse, has caused many 
well-meaning citizens to stampede into the Bush administration’s martial law camp. The 
public has been tacitly nudged into stigmatizing those remaining faithful to Constitutional 
law. Democracy itself suddenly became and remains under attack, and so too is the US 
Constitution. 

Bush said, “Damn right,” when asked if he had approved of torturing terrorist suspects. 
The Patriot Acts challenge the Constitution, and Bush acted as though he had dictatorial 
rights. As in a witch-hunt everyone is suspect. Getting the inquisitors’ negative attention 
is easy. Dare to question them. Everyone has been put on notice, including peace and 
environmental groups. 

Still, a sword is said to cut two ways. Already, two international tribunals have found 
the Bush cabal guilty of numerous war crimes, including torture.22

In any crime, the question arises as to who benefits. Since 9/11, US war manufacturers 
have raked in record profits. Warmongers throughout history have created a steady chain 
of scapegoats and decrees of emergency to prepare war against. Recently, the Pentagon’s 
Cold War scapegoat suddenly disappeared.33 

In December of 1991, the Soviet Union collapses. Several congressmen clamored for 
reduction in war spending. The Bush senior administration was caught off guard. They 
had to scramble for a new enemy, a new reason for existence. Dick Cheney led the pack, 
followed by Colin Powell and Paul Wolfowitz. They produced the Defense Strategy for the 
1990s; then regurgitated it as Defense Planning Guidance, claiming they had a right to put 
the world under their domination—a global dictatorship. This program is still underway as 
the Project for a New American Century. President Obama goes right along with it since 
warmongers have equal influence over both Republicans and Democrats.

With the collapse of the USSR, the US warmongers went shopping for a new scape-
goat to keep business booming. A 9/11-type event would be just the right thing, but why 
settle on terrorism as the enemy? Terrorism is a near perfect villain because it’s not bound 
by geographical location like the Soviet Union, nor bound by race or creed. There’s no 
country or society that can collapse and leave the war merchants in some future bind. A 
war on terrorism is the perfect storm from a warmonger perspective—eternal conflict with 
never-ending profits. The enemy is a holographic construct—enigmatic, faceless, without 
country, without a place of rest, without a finish line to call end. 

The neo-conservatives have been pushing for global domination since their grand entry 
into the Reagan presidency. Even then, they started framing the question of enemies in 
terms of terrorism. This has carried through to 9/11. The big question remains, did they 
capitalize on 9/11 or were they the architects of 9/11? Courts look for preponderance of 
evidence to make judgments, including affiliation and proximity to the crime scene. 

One of the Bush administration insiders was Philip Zelikow, who curiously received his 
doctorate degree for designing “searing” or “molding” catastrophic events that traumatize 
and galvanize the masses so as to change the meaning of life from before and after the 
catastrophic event. 

In the Nov-Dec 1998 issue of Foreign Affairs magazine, Zelikow co-authored an article 
with the former head of the CIA entitled “Catastrophic Terrorism” in which he speculated 
that if the 1993 bombing of the World Trade Center had succeeded, the resulting horror 
and chaos would have exceeded our ability to describe it. Such an act of catastrophic ter-
rorism would be a watershed event in American history. Like Pearl Harbor, he wrote, the 
event would divide our past from our future. He added that the United States could respond 
with draconian measures: retarding civil liberties, spying on citizens, detention of suspects, 
and use of deadly force. He’s talking about using the military to round up and kill American 
citizens just like Hitler and Mussolini.

If Zelikow helped design 9/11, having the draconian Patriot Acts ready to go could eas-
ily be part of the plan. What seems to go over the heads of so many people is the simple 
fact that world domination includes America, dominating the American people as well. 
People forget that when Ronald Reagan was governor of California, he hated Viet Nam 
war protestors and wanted to build prisons to incarcerate all of them. In fact, Dick Cheney’s 
company, Haliburton has been building secret prisons. Who do you think they intend to 
put in them when they deem the time is right? Cheney was part of President Reagan’s 
administration. They all hate dissent and dream of “scaling back civil liberties” as Zelikow 
proposed. However, a fight for justice could prevent this from happening.

We need a legitimate criminal investigation of 9/11. Sufficient evidence still exists and 

witnesses are eager to testify. If Zelikow is not involved, why would Bush give him the ex-
ecutive director’s role of the Thomas Kean Commission, where he was given sole control 
over the critical perimeter of what evidence would be admitted to the proceedings? Who 
would be better suited for cover-up and damage control than the chief architect himself? 
Zelikow wrote the final report of the commission, just as the first witnesses were being 
called to testify.44 This cart before the horse event alone ought to raise some eyebrows. 
Moreover, Zelikow’s conclusion rubber-stamped George Tenet’s proclamation, 15 minutes 
before 9/11 was a crime, that Osama bin Laden was responsible. That a fix was prepared 
in advance to scapegoat bin Laden seems rather clear by now unless a legitimate and fair 
trial of the entire Bush administration can prove otherwise. 

Another key factor that has surfaced recently is the discovery of nano-thermite or super-
thermite, which appears in the dust samples collected all over lower Manhattan. This means 
that nano-thermite was used to demolish the three World Trade Center buildings, hardly 
something bin Laden could have arranged in advance. He was not proximal to the scene 
or likely affiliated to personnel to prepare the buildings. In contrast, a George Bush relative 
was on the board of directors for the security of the World Trade Center just prior to 9/11. 
This proves a Bush connection to the buildings and that the demolition was preplanned, 
given the presence of nano-thermite in all the dust samples.

Worse for the Bush clan, nano-thermite is extremely difficult and expensive to make and 
available only to the Pentagon. Let’s be clear. This means the fingerprints of the Pentagon 
are all over ground zero and lower Manhattan. Zelikow worked with the Pentagon. Could 
blowing up the buildings before the eyes of the world fit his image of a catastrophic Pearl 
Harbor-type event? The preponderance of evidence so far puts the Bush administration 
and the Pentagon in the crosshairs of likely suspects. Just the evidence presented here is 
normally enough to evoke summons for arrest.

Even worse for the possible perpetrators is the fact that the case against Osama 
bin Laden has completely collapsed. The FBI wanted poster of bin Laden from the very 
beginning has never mentioned 9/11. Video tapes of his alleged confessions have been 
declared tainted evidence. Donald Rumsfeld claimed the United States had been attacked 
with plastic knives. Please help me with this. Plastic knives up against the richest and most 
powerful military in the history of the world, armed to the teeth with nuclear weapons? This 
does not pass the giggle test.

Here’s another one. Tim Russert interviewed Rumsfeld on Meet the Press. Times of 
London had fabricated a diagram entitled, Bin Laden’s Mountain Fortress. Russert showed 
the diagram to Rumsfeld and television viewers. 

9/11: Ten years after

In part of his description, Russert toyed with the notion that the fortress was “so deeply 
down and embedded in the mountain and the rock it’s hard to detect.” Rumsfeld could 
hardly wait to agree: “Oh, you bet.  This is serious business. And there’s not one of those. 
There are many of those… And I might add, Afghanistan is not the only country that has 
gone underground. Any number of countries have gone underground.”55 By falling for the 
fabricated fortress story, Rumsfeld made a fool of himself. 

In the end, not one of the Times of London fortresses or anything like it was discovered 
in any country. Soldiers found a few natural caves and shallow dug holes in the mountains, 
but no sign of sophisticated weapons or systems or laboratories. The media went silent 
and stays silent. Rumsfeld remains silent on the question. The Bush administration so 
desperately needed to make their target credible. Of no help, just a month ago, the FBI 
finally updated its poster of bin Laden. One word had been added—deceased. Of important 
context, twice Pakistan’s Prime Minster Benazir Bhutto said she talked to the man who 
assassinated Osama bin Laden back in 2002. She wanted to tell the American people but 
was assassinated shortly thereafter. There are dozens of stories like this to be told.

All this time, warmonger profits just keep rolling in, paid by taxes and a rising debt ceil-
ing. Pentagon spending, including war spending hidden in other departments, comes to 
about $1 trillion a year. The so-called war on terrorism has made billionaire war merchants 
even richer. In 1975, the Frank Church Senate committee found another trillion dollars at 
least was funneled to the CIA under the table annually. There is no reason to assume that 
money has stopped flowing. In total, that’s at least $2 trillion a year. When military spend-
ing spirals out of control, countries fall. War exuberance can collapse a country by itself, 
but deliberate collapses can set the stage for a power grab—martial law over populism. 

Neo-conservatives have been planning openly in their documents for total global military 
domination. They are closing in on the American republic. Before long the international 
bankers will call the debt. They are the real controllers, which deserves a later discussion. 

            Turn to 9/11: 10 years after, on page 21



The Lower Island NEWS                       June-September 2011  Page 21BOOKS and MORE COMMENTARY

By G.E. Mortimore    
Scientists have found 20 people who 

remember what happened every day of their 
lives from pre-teens onward.       

On TV’s 60 Minutes, they proved their 
talent by giving accurate answers to ques-
tions about chosen-day events in weather, 
sport and world news.

The memory-wizards turn out to be 
super-organized as well. Their emergence 
suggests that humans are smart enough, 
collectively, to distribute food, shelter and 
comfort across the world more fairly and 
efficiently than they are distributed now – 
region by region, as we devise peacemaking 
techniques.      

Impossible? Not necessarily. Three 
words sum up the hope for change: Orga-
nization, tools and leadership. 

Any new political/economic system 
needs the coordinative skill of such neat 
organizer-managers as Jill Price, the Los 
Angeles school administrator who drew 
her faultless memory to the attention of 
scientists James McGaugh, Larry Cahill and 
Elizabeth Parker and launched  research 
into the brain structure and performance of 
the memory-talented people. 

Continuous remodelling of the tool-kit 
– now happening at unprecedented speed 
-- is an essential change-making factor. 
Twenty thousand years ago, stone axes. 
Today, computers. 

We have the electronic tools to mobilize 
citizen anger against a privileged elite which 
(some of us believe) is mismanaging the 
political economy. 

Inventive leadership is another element 
in the campaign for radical social change 
which has trashed the failed idea of rigidly 
centralized economic planning, and is stag-
ing real-life success stories.      

Inventive leaders are driven by a sense 
of deprivation and a battery of ideals. 

One such change-agent was Father 
Jose Maria Arizmendiarrietta, Arizmendi 
for short, the priest who launched the 
Mondragon cooperative movement in the 
northern part of Spain where the Basque 
language is spoken.

He arrived in 1941, when Fascist dictator 
Francisco Franco was starving the region of 
resources and punishing its people for fight-
ing him in the Spanish Civil War. Arizmendi 
stirred five pioneers to create Mondragon 
as a survival strategy in three parts: a credit 
union, a technical school and a workshop for 
manufacturing kerosene heater-cookstoves. 

After enormous growth, Mondragon has 

faults but it guards its structure of economic 
democracy: one vote for each worker-owner, 
some of the income invested in the well-
being of the home region, consumer co-
op meshed with producer co-op. Pay of 
managerial workers averages five times the 
lowest worker’s salary, against a reported 
350 in the US.       

Mondragon Co-Operative Corporation 
has become an appliance and high-tech 
manufacturer, financier, insurer, university 
educator, grocer, trader and exporter em-
ploying 100,000 people, with annual sales 
of 13.9 billion Euros.

It weathered the economic storm well, 
reduced wages moderately by the owner-
workers’ decision, and did not fire anybody 
except new hires on trial.     

The Mondragon story contains this mes-
sage for Canada’s CCF/NDP, which used 
to be the Co-operative Commonwealth 
Federation: You were right the first time. The 
startup ideals remain fresh and relevant. 

The NDP, with its strengthened official-
opposition status in Canada’s House of 
Commons, and its increased popularity, is 
now under temptation to bland down into 
one more Liberal-Conservative party.

Arguably such a move would be like 
climbing aboard a sinking ship. 

Anger is rising in the computer’s blogo-
sphere realm against a political/economic 
system that crushes the poor and cushions 
the rich and powerful.

How does the NDP stay true to its name 
as the party of new practical ideas in the 
Tommy Douglas tradition, while treading 
carefully to keep the loyalty of less enthusi-
astic supporters?

Clever tactics and brilliant charismatic 
leadership are the answers. Jack Layton 
supplied those qualities and hopefully will 
supply them again.

If not, the party has time and slowly-
boiling public anger on its side, plus a 
reserve of strong, low-profile leaders who 
will prove their mettle as decisively as the 
memory-wizards proved theirs.

G.E .Mortimore, Ph.D., is a writer and social 
anthropologist based in Victoria.     

VANCOUVER  – The BC government’s 
Species at Risk Task Force report makes 
weak recommendations that fall far short of 
the legal protection needed by BC’s 1,900 
at risk species, Ecojustice, Sierra Club BC 
and the Wilderness Committee said July 4.

The groups called on the provincial gov-
ernment to stop wasting time and introduce 
a strong endangered species law to protect 
BC’s species at risk and the habitats and 
ecosystems they depend on. BC and Alberta 
are the only provinces in Canada with no 
endangered species legislation.

“We were pleased to see the Task Force 
recognizes endangered species in BC are in 
deep trouble, but we are disappointed that 
instead of calling for a law, they recommend 
tinkering with BC’s antiquated patchwork of 
existing regulations. Endangered species in 
BC need real action – and they need it now,” 
said Gwen Barlee, policy director with the 
Wilderness Committee.

The 34-page report takes pains to point 
out the threats to wildlife at risk in BC and 
the difficulties in managing growing num-
bers of endangered species. Highlighted 
concerns include climate change, degraded 
ecosystems, limitations to current conserva-
tion approaches and difficulties in protect-
ing species on private land. Surprisingly, 
the report does not call for a stand-alone 
endangered species law.

The Species at Risk Task Force was 
struck in June 2010 with a mandate to 
provide recommendations to government 

When the debt is called, the economy will collapse. Riots in the street may well be CIA 
fomented, which other countries know all too well.66 When riots begin, the Patriot Acts 
will embolden the President to declare martial law. Good-bye America. The key point to 
remember is that 9/11 was used as an excuse to bring in martial law legislation, and calling 
the debt ceiling to collapse the economy will be used to implement martial law. Until the 
collapse, don’t be surprised if Wall Street invents a new derivative betting scam on when 
the collapse will actually occur.

Canada most likely will be sucked down, since Stephen Harper is so keen to exer-
cise his anti-terrorist legislation (review the recent G20 martial law activities in Toronto). 
Harper was all too glad to join the neo-cons and their war on terrorism. He already acts in 
dictatorial fashion, constantly going against public demand. If he were truly interested in 
democracy and justice, he would have immediately pursued with great vigour a forensic 
crime investigation of the 24 Canadians who died in 9/11. Instead he joined the witch-hunt 
on 9/11 and never looked back.

For those who believe in justice, join various 9/11-truth organizations. Learn about the 
9/11 tribunal scheduled in Toronto in September at the 10th anniversary. Join the efforts 
of the International Criminal Court. The court is under siege by the same powers that are 
working to rule the world. The court is a challenge to their goal of absolute power.

I estimate that the chances of collapse are at least 60%. This number could go down 
if countries forgave their debts owed to unearned interest loans by international bankers. 
This would mean starting over fresh—not likely to happen soon enough. Other unforeseen 
factors may arise that could prevent meltdown. If they do, try to be ready to support them. 
The one thing the masses do not need is more planetary chaos.

Bo Filter is a free-lance social science researcher specializing in applied psychology and author of 
The Cause of Wars and Aggression: www.globaljusticepublishing.com

Endnotes:
1 For surrounding circumstances, see this author: WAS OSAMA BIN LADEN JUST ANOTHER PATSY?, 
in Lower Island News, Volume 27, issue 4, August 2010. 
2  International Criminal Tribunal for Afghanistan: March 2004 and the World Tribunal on War Crimes 
in Iraq: June, 2005.
3  Read former CIA officer John Stockwell’s work on how the US forced the Soviet Union into a cold war.
4 For a video that includes surrounding circumstances of this subject, web search: Bo Filter Media 
Mind Control.
5 http://arbitraries.com/2011/05/bin-ladens-cave-myth/
6 See writings of William Blum, Noam Chomsky and John Stockwell for a good start. 
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Memory and the miracle of 
cooperation  

Species at Risk Task Force 
report misses the mark
Environmental groups call for BC government to stop wasting time 
and introduce law to protect 1,900 at-risk species

for the protection and recovery of species 
at risk in BC. The Task Force submitted 
the report to the provincial government in 
December 2010.

“This report has some good stuff in it 
but it gets weak in the knees on real recom-
mendations and I worry that the government 
will use it to avoid doing right by our wildlife,” 
said Ecojustice executive director, Devon 
Page. “The government must stop wasting 
time and pass a law that protects wildlife 
and land and water they need to survive,” 
added Page.

BC has over 1,900 species at risk, in-
cluding grizzly bears, spotted owls, phantom 
orchids, Vancouver Island marmots and 
killer whales. BC is home to 75 percent of 
Canada’s bird species, 70 percent of its 
freshwater fish species and 66 percent of 
its butterfly species. Currently, 87 percent 
of species at risk in BC don’t receive any 
protection under either provincial of federal 
laws.

“The recommendations in the report 
could be a welcome complement to an 
endangered species law but on their own, 
without that clear commitment, they simply 
won’t protect or recover endangered wildlife 
in BC,” said George Heyman, executive 
director of Sierra Club BC. “It’s too little, 
too late for endangered species. If BC’s 
government uses this report to distract from 
and delay long-needed legislation it will be 
a damaging result.” 

it may encourage other philanthropists to 
invest in climate stabilization. 

The prospect for investment in coal, 
already deteriorating, will weaken even 
faster. In August 2010, the Rainforest Ac-
tion Network (RAN) announced that several 
leading US investment banks, including 
Bank of America and J.P. Morgan, had 
ceased lending to companies involved in 
mountaintop removal coal mining. Now with 
Bloomberg’s opposition, investors will be 
even more wary of coal. 

The Bloomberg-Sierra initiative again 
focuses attention on the 13,200 lives lost 
each year in the United States due to air 
pollution from burning coal. If deaths from 
black lung disease among coal miners are 
included the number climbs even higher. 
The number of coal-related deaths in one 
year dwarfs total US fatalities in the Iraq and 
Afghanistan wars. We invest heavily in pro-
tecting the lives of our troops in the Middle 
East, and rightly so. Bloomberg is saying 
let’s do the same for our people at home. 

In addition, this initiative brings attention 
to the health care costs to society of burning 
coal. These are currently estimated at more 
than $100 billion per year, roughly $300 for 
every person in the United States or $1,200 
for a family of four. These costs are real, 
but it is the American people, not the coal 
companies, who shoulder the burden. 

Further reinforcing the urgency of phas-
ing out coal are the more extreme weather 
events that climate scientists have been 
warning about for decades. During the first 
half of 2011 we watched TV news chan-
nels become weather channels. First it 
was a record number of tornadoes in one 
month, including the one that demolished 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Then, a few weeks 
later, an even more powerful tornado demol-
ished Joplin, Missouri. As drought and heat 
sparked record or near-record wildfires in 
Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas, the lower 
Mississippi Basin was flooding. Searing heat 
waves scorched the southern Great Plains, 
the Midwest, and the East Coast. Intense 
heat has continued to break records across 
the country as Texas suffers its most severe 
one-year drought on record. 

For coal, the handwriting is on the wall. 
Between 2007 and 2010, coal use in the 
United States dropped 8 percent. (See data 
at www.earth-policy.org.) Meanwhile, more 
than 300 new wind farms came online, total-

ling over 23,000 megawatts of generating 
capacity—the electricity output equivalent 
of 23 coal-fired power plants. 

When people were asked in a national 
poll where they would like to get their elec-
tricity from, only 3 percent opted for coal. 
Despite the coal industry’s heavy expendi-
tures to promote “clean coal”, it is still a loser 
in the public mind. 

In addition to the Sierra Club, RAN, and 
a talented team of Earthjustice lawyers, 
the anti-coal movement also has allies in 
Friends of the Earth and Greenpeace, the 
latter with its highly developed capacity to 
focus public attention on environmental 
issues. This was evident in May when a 
Greenpeace team of eight daring activists 
scaled the 450-foot Fisk coal plant smoke-
stack located in Chicago and painted “Quit 
Coal” on it. They were drawing public at-
tention to the deadly air pollution in the city 
coming from the plant.

As the United States closes its coal-
fired power plants, it sends a message to 
the world. With Michael Bloomberg’s grant 
bolstering the Sierra Club’s well-organized 
program to phase out coal, we can now   
imagine a coal-free United States on the 
horizon. The United States could again 
become a world leader, this time in stabiliz-
ing climate. 

Data and additional resources at www.earth-
policy.org

A fifty million dollar tipping point
continued from page 19

There is a price to pay for speaking 
the truth. There is a bigger price for 
living a lie.
                           -- Dr. Cornel West

WHELKS TO WHALES...Coastal Marine 
Life of the Pacific Northwest, by R. 
Harbo, HARBOUR PUBLISHERS

 This nature-guidebook thoroughly 
covers all of the creatures of the sea.  The 
highlight is the 500 photos of marine life 
which go a long way re identifying same.

The author does not go into what is 
safe or unsafe to eat leaving that topic for 
his next book?

A great book, a chance to see what is 
under the water without wearing a mask.

 
                                  --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Review by Theresa Wolfwood
“Canada lost in Siberia, its first foray as a world power, 

and then quietly ignored this history.”
On December 21, 2010, peace activists gathered outside 

the armed forces recruitment centre on Fort Street, Victoria. 
Just a few feet away, at the corner of Quadra Street, a group 
of conscripts returned from WW1, mutinied on December 21, 
1918 against being forced to fight against the new Russian 
government. For some of us it was the first time we had ac-
knowledged or learned about this hidden rebellion.

Isitt’s research provided the background for us to remem-
ber this little known bit of Canadian history, a dark side to 
Canada’s increasingly tarnished image as a peaceable nation. 
Troops exhausted from fighting WW1 – the war to end all 
wars -- were sent off to Russia to join the White Russians in 
an unsuccessful attempt to overthrow the Russian revolution. 

This book is a detailed look at one part of what Yves En-
gler describes in The Black Book of Canadian Foreign Policy. 
Today we see this pattern of foreign interventions to serve the 
needs of imperialism repeated and amplified.

 Issit presents a very readable account of political activity 
in Canada at that time and the details of our first global ac-
tion of anticommunism, giving a framework for documents, 
personal stories and photos from archives and private col-
lections. This was a time of fervent progressive activity, the 
Winnipeg General Strike is the best known event; Isitt writes 
about the connection between labour, soldiers and progres-
sive action of the day. He also records the appalling, but so 
familiar, policies of a prime minister and government willing 
to sacrifice Canadian lives in a futile invasion and to suppress 

Book review by Jim Manly
In May, walking along 4th Avenue in 

Vancouver I came across the closing-out 
sale for a small, independent bookstore, 
a bitter-sweet experience.  Bitter, because 
it meant one more bookstore going down 
before the onslaught of Chapters; sweet, 
because I was able to buy a couple of books 
at 40% off.

One of the books that I bought on a whim 
was John Ralston Saul’s Louis-Hippolyte 
La Fontaine and Robert Baldwin, part of 
the “Extraordinary Canadians” collection 
which also includes a biography of Tommy 
Douglas.  

Like most Canadians, I knew practically 
nothing about either LaFontaine (1807-64) 
or Baldwin (1804-1858) who radically 
changed the Canadian political scene in 
the 1840s.  Events between the abortive 
1837 Rebellion, led by Mackenzie and 
Papineau, and negotiations leading up to 
Confederation in 1867, form a large gap in 
our understanding.   Saul’s book goes a long 
way to filling that gap.

 Confederation did not spring forth full 
blown from the side of a loving and under-
standing British Parliament; it was the result 
of patient, step by step work by leaders like 
Baldwin and LaFontaine in Upper and Lower 
Canada and Joseph Howe in Nova Scotia.  
In the 1830s, as LaFontaine later reminded 
people, “We had a government on which 
Parliament had no influence”.  (103) 

Following the failure of the 1837 upris-
ing, the forces of colonial reaction, led by 
pretentious governors-general along with 
the self seeking Family Compact of Upper 
Canada and the Chateau Clique in Lower 
Canada, were firmly in control.  They played 
the “loyalty” card, suggesting that those who 
sought reform and freedom from colonial 
shackles were disloyal.  During elections or 
in times of controversy, they were assisted 
by mobs largely made up by members and 
supporters of the secretive, ultra-protestant 
Orange Order.  

This was a time of modest reform in 
England but even the leaders of this move-
ment, like Lord John Russell, had neither 
understanding nor sympathy for the colo-
nials.  Britain had learned nothing from the 
American War of Independence.  

Baldwin and LaFontaine, however, had 
learned from the failure of 1837.  Although 
they supported the objectives, they had not 
supported open rebellion; now they came to 
the conclusion that was not the way forward. 
Recent events had led them to the same 
conclusion as John Rooke’s verse “The 
Use of Force”:

Please don’t believe
The use of force
Is how we change the social course;

The use of force
You surely know
 Is how we keep the status quo.
 They also saw that they had to avoid 

the traditional imperial trap of “divide and 
conquer”.  When Lord Durham’s Report 
of 1839 advocated the union of Upper and 
Lower Canada it carried the implication that 
francophones would be disempowered by 
the anglophone majority.   In response, 
Francis Hincks (1807-85), publisher of The 
Examiner-- the paper of the Upper Canada 
reformers--wrote proposing to LaFontaine 
that the reform movements in anglophone 
Upper Canada and francophone Lower 
Canada needed to work together in the 
interest of all Canadians.

  Hincks introduced Baldwin, leader of 
the reform movement in Upper Canada to 
LaFontaine, the leader in Lower Canada, 
and the two became friends with implicit 
trust in each other so that they were able to 
work together for their common purpose.  
They refused invitations to join governments 
as individuals which they correctly saw as 
simply a means of siphoning leadership 
away from the reform movement.

In August 1840, LaFontaine published 
his “Address to the Electors of Terrebonne”, 
his home riding; after Hincks translated and 
published it in The Examiner, this became 
the manifesto for the reform movement in 
both Upper and Lower Canada.  La Fontaine 
not only set forth the case for “Responsible 
Government” but advocated public school-
ing, an immigration policy for people from 
“diverse portions of the Globe” whose chil-
dren would become fully integrated Canadi-
ans, and called for a St. Lawrence Seaway.  
Above all he argued for social equality as the 
basis for political liberty.  “We must employ 
all the means in our power to equalize the 
ranks of society, to wrest from Government 
all hope of establishing in this country an 
aristocratic power centre.” (107)

An amazing example of the supportive 
cooperation that the two men had estab-
lished was  shown in the 1841 election 
after the provinces of Upper and Lower 
Canada had been united.  Governor Gen-
eral Sydenham, desperate to keep the 
reformers from winning, concentrated on 
defeating LaFontaine who, under normal 
circumstances, would have won an easy 
majority.  At election time Sydenham hired 
an army of club-carrying thugs, many with 
rifles, to block entrance to the hustings or 
election platform where people had to vote.  
Although he had his own group of about 
700 followers, LaFontaine, when he saw 
the mob awaiting him, decided to withdraw 
his candidacy rather than precipitate a riot 
and possibly a massacre.  Following the 
election, Baldwin invited LaFontaine to run 

in a by-election in the safe riding of North 
York.  LaFontaine was the first francophone 
most of the Upper Canada voters had ever 
met but, following a vigorous campaign, they 
voted overwhelmingly for him.

In the legislature Baldwin introduced 
resolutions calling for Responsible Gov-
ernment which the Durham Report had 
recommended.  He had already negotiated 
a milder form of these resolutions with the 
governing party which therefore felt that 
with these new resolutions he had betrayed 
them.  The government therefore introduced 
the milder proposals which the reformers 
accepted.  By this tactic, Baldwin “forced 
the Governor General’s men to defend 
what they opposed --a Parliament-led de-
mocracy.” (126)

Although French had been used in the 
legislature of Lower Canada, The Act of 
Union passed by the British Parliament in 
1840 and which came into effect in February 
1841 allowed only the English language in 
the united legislature. Consequently, when 
LaFontaine spoke as an oppostion mem-
ber, a cabinet minister demanded that he 
speak English.  LaFontaine paused for a 
dramatic moment and then in a calm voice 
he continued in French, expressing thanks 
that the comment had come from a member 
of the cabinet, thus giving another reason 
why the House could have no confidence in 
the government.  Later when the Assembly 
passed a bill reestablishing French as an 
official language, English authorities refused 
to sign it.  By this time, however, it made no 
difference; French was firmly established 
whether the colonial masters agreed or not.

In the subsequent vote the governor 
general’s party was defeated and LaFon-
taine became prime minister with Baldwin 
as his deputy.  As Saul comments, “this was 
the first Responsible Government—demo-
cratic government—in any colony in imperial 
history….  And the prime minister was a 
francophone Catholic.” (133)  

At that time, when a member was named 
to the ministry, he had to run in a by-election.  
Baldwin, running in the riding of Hastings, 
faced such a violent reaction from Orange-
men and supporters of the Family Compact 
that he was defeated.  Lower Canada, or 
Canada East as it was now called, now 
returned the favour that Baldwin had given 
LaFontaine when he ran in North York; 
Baldwin ran and won in Rimouski. 

Although reformers were defeated in the 
election of 1844, in 1848 they won a clear 
majority in both Upper and Lower Canada 
and LaFontaine again became head of the 
government with Baldwin as his deputy.  
In 1849, Lord Elgin, a governor-general 
who supported self-government, read the 
Throne Speech in both English and French, 

laying out the new government’s ambitious 
program.

The Lafontaine-Baldwin government 
of 1848-52, the “Great Ministry” as it is 
sometimes called, enacted many of the 
provisions that made Canada a pioneer 
in democratic self-government.  These in-
cluded such diverse measures as election 
reform, establishing the basis for municipal 
government, the reform and strengthening 
of Canadian courts with fewer appeals to 
Britain’s Privy Council, the abolition of pri-
mogeniture and laying the basis for a public 
university system. 

Saul does not give us a detailed history 
of these two leaders; instead, by sketching 
their life and times and pointing to their 
accomplishments, he helps us to see the 
foundation stones of Canadian democracy, 
foundation stones which must not be re-
moved or eroded—as the present govern-
ment threatens to do.

Saul stresses Canada’s unique ac-
complishments in reaching this degree of 
democracy and independence in contrast 
to the failure of 1849 revolutions in Europe, 
the much more limited franchise in Britain 
and the failure of the American republic with 
an economy dependent upon slavery and 
headed towards a civil war.  This unique 
quality owes much to the steadfast adher-
ence to principle of LaFontaine, Baldwin and 
their colleagues in the Reform movement.  
Today in Canada, when the name of Reform 
has been co-opted and corrupted by right 
wing ideologues, it is good to remember 
a time when Reform meant progressive 
change rather than reaction.

For most of its nearly 80 year history, 
the CCF-NDP has been mainly a movement 
centred and oriented to English speaking 
Canada.  In spite of dreams and schemes, 
we never made a breakthrough in Quebec.  
In the 2011 election however, the people 
of Quebec made their own breakthrough.  
Suddenly, traditional members of the NDP 
are confronted with a new situation; old 
ways of doing things no longer suffice.  The 
next four years present our caucus, our 
leadership and the general membership 
with great opportunities but also challenges 
and difficulties.  

We can learn from LaFontaine and 
Baldwin and their commitment to work to-
gether on a common agenda of progressive 
change, refusing to be distracted by issues, 
important as they might be, which could 
divide them and lead to defeat.  

John Ralston Saul has written an im-
portant and extremely readable book on a 
little known chapter of Canadian history.  It 
not only informs us about our past but can 
also serve as inspiration for our present.

Louis-Hippolyte La Fontaine and Robert Baldwin, by John Ralston Saul, 
Toronto: Penguin Books, 2010

FROM VICTORIA TO VLADIVOSTOK: Canada’s 
Siberian Expedition 1917-19, by Benjamin Isitt, UBC 

Photo on bookcover: December, 1918, troops marching to ship in 
Victoria, en route to Vladivostok.       -- BC Archives

progressive expression in our population.
In the end, the 4,500 troops were only engaged in one battle and 

eventually returned to Canada, having satisfied PM Borden’s desire to 
play with the “big boys”. 

This is more than an interesting read; it is an instructive guide to today’s 
Canadian leaders who have taken us into Yugoslavia, Afghanistan, Iraq 
and now Libya. 

When will we ever learn?

Ron travelling:
You can’t beat the Black Ball Coho ferry 

to Port Angeles.  The seats excel in com-
fort and there are bench seats which you 
can lie down on if there are not too many 
passengers.  Our BC ferries should be so 
comfortable!

 The ferry makes it possible to drive up 
to Hurricane Ridge, where the snow this 
March 21 was 25 feet high on each side 
of the road.  Heading east to Squim of the 
famous free radio ancient songs, we drove 
around the wild game farm.  There were at 
least half a dozen grizzlies and one rhino.  

 At Port Townsend of the ancient red 
brick buildings, we stayed at the famed 
Palace Hotel.  Built in 1899, the beautifully 
designed edifice has a beautiful central 
lobby on its 3rd floor.  It was used as the 
meeting place for prostitutes and their 
customers at a time when the Palace was 
briefly a house of ill fame.  In memory of this 
illicit past the rooms each bear the name of 
one of the girls.

 The owners have carefully preserved 
the Victorian designs, even to the 14-foot 
ceilings.

I also went west to Neah Bay and stayed 
at Bullman Beach Inn. This inexpensive inn 
had a great view of two hoodoos half a mile 
out to sea. 

A few miles further west takes you to the 
native museum and the latte stand.

       --Ron MacIsaac
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 p.m., at the CRD            
offices at 625 Fisgard street in Victoria. 

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saanich 
Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, books, 
talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. Nothing 
is taboo…  No pretentiousness, no meet-
ing agenda… just a chance to chat with 
neighbours and build community. Call  250-
652-8228 for further information. Everyone 
is welcome.

THE  VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL, 
representing affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria Area, holds its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 pm, on the third Wednesday 

each month, at the BCGEU Auditorium, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delegates 
are welcome to come to meet your execu-
tive, president  Mike Eso, treasurer Stan 
Dzbik,and secretary Kim Manton.

VICTORIA-BEACON HILL NEW DEMO-
crats will hold their Nominating Meeting 
on Sunday, August 28, at the James Bay 
Community Centre, 140 Oswego Street, 
in Victoria. Registration starts at 12 noon; 
the meeting at 12:30 pm. Following the 
meeting, at 1:00 pm, ther will be a Barbeue 
with Carole James. For more information, 
contact Chris Gainor, at cgainor@shaw.ca.

OAK BAY-GORDON HEAD NDP CON-
stituency Association will hold a Nomina-
tion Meeting on Thursday, September 1, at 
7:00 p.m., at Windsor Park Pavilion, 2451 
Windsor Road, Oak Bay. BCNDP Leader 

Adrian Dix will be the keynote speaker. Join 
Adrian Dix, South Island MLAs and other 
New Democrats and throw your support 
behind Jessica Van der Veen as we launch 
our campaign to win back Oak Bay-Gordon 
Head for the NDP. Please join us!

SAANICH NORTH AND THE ISLANDS 
New Democrats are invited to join NDP 
Leader Adrian Dix and their candidate, Gary 
Holman, at a fundraising luncheon on Salt 
Spring Island, on Sunday, September 11, at 
MAeaden Hall, 120 Blain Road, Ganges. For 
tickets or information, contact electgaryh@
gmail.com or phone 250-653-2042 or 250-
652-8006.

ESQUIMALT-JUAN DE FUCA NEW Dem- 
ocrats will hold their 2011 Annual Generl 
Meeting on Saturday September 24, at Our 
Lady of the Rosary small Parish Hall, 798 

Calendar of coming events
Goldstream Avenue, in Langford. Doors 
open at 1:30 p.m., with the meeting starting 
at 2:00 p.m. For more information on the 
meeting, phone President Jock Bates at 
250-478-9735 or email him at wanzbates@
shaw.ca. If you’re interested in joining the 
executive, contact Nominating Committee 
Chair John Lewinski at johnalew@hotmail.
com. An official e-mail/snailmail notice will 
follow.

NORTH SAANICH AND THE ISLANDS 
New Democrats are invited to join John Hor-
gan, Opoosition House Leader, and Gary 
Holman at Dinner on Saturday, September 
24, at St. Andrew;s Church Hall, Sdiney. 
For tickets or further information, contact 
electgaryh@gmail.com or phone 250-652-
2042 or 250-652-8006.

Review by Theresa Wolfwood
Barghouti is one of the new Palestinian 

activists, grounded in the life of a people 
under siege. He understands the importance 
of social movements and global solidar-
ity, writing that Palestinians through social 
movements have surpassed their political 
leadership, mobilizing their own resistance 
to Israeli occupation. 

The (BDS) Boycott, Divestment and 
Sanctions and the Academic and Cultural 
Boycott Campaigns are successful and vis-
ible strategies to isolate Israel economically 
and culturally, providing a focus for support-
ers worldwide.  

Not everyone can make a solidarity trip 
to Palestine or sail in a flotilla, but everyone 
everywhere can boycott, divest funds and 
organize secondary boycotts and divest-
ment. Israel may be able to act like pirates 
with impunity on the high sea, bully poorer 
nations and stop airlines from carrying 
solidarity activists, but no power can stop 
millions of consumers and investors from 
refusing to support Israel’s occupation by 
boycotting and divesting from Israeli com-

Review by Theresa Wolfwood
With all the publicity surrounding Wiki 

leaks’ technology, management and the 
revelation of many governments’ secret 
documents, we should not forget that our pri-
vate communications are regularly hacked 
and monitored by a sophisticated system of 
spying posts and satellites by our govern-
ment and others -- using our tax money to 
fuel this clandestine industry.

Echelon is the network that the USA/UK 
has created to spy on any electronic or tele-
phone message they choose. Menwith Hill in 
Yorkshire, England is one of the largest spy 
stations, known to some of us thanks to a 
brave group of activists who regularly dem-
onstrate at the station and have sometimes, 
by simple means, breached its security and 
entered the post, staffed  by US military 
personnel.

Keefe quotes workers at spy posts as 
saying we are just the landlords and care-
takers, only Americans do the spy work.  
US listening posts are also known to be 

Mother Tongue Publishing is asking for 
the public’s help in searching for art and 
stories by two Victoria-area artists, Edythe 
Hembroff-Schleicher, and Ina D.D. Uhthoff, 
who were active in the last century. 

If you have information about the loca-
tion of art (both private and public collec-
tions) by these artists, which is wanted 
for a forthcoming book, The Life and Art 
of Edythe Hembroff-Schleicher and Ina D.D. 
Uhthoff by Christina Johnson-Dean, please 
contact Mona Fertig, publisher at info@
mothertonguepublishing.com or 250-537-
4155.

This book is the 5th in the Unheralded 
Artists of BC series, to be published by 
Mother Tongue Publishing, June 2012.

Ina Duncan Dewar Uhthoff (nee Camp-
bell) (1889-1971)

Artist, teacher, principal, art gallery 
founder, and newspaper columnist were 
the principal roles that Ina Uhthoff balanced 
as she made a living as a single parent of 
two children as well as a mark on the arts 
community of British Columbia’s capital 
city, Victoria.   

Born into a well-to-do family at Erich 
Bank, Kirn, Scotland and trained in painting 
and drawing at the Glasgow School of Art, 
Ina first came to Canada in 1913 to visit the 
Fraser family on Ledlanet Ranch at Craw-
ford Bay on Kootenay Bay. After training as 
a teacher in Scotland during World War I, 
she married Edward Joseph Uhthoff, whom 
she had met in the Kootenays, and returned 
with him to Crawford Bay.  

By the mid-1920s Ina Uhthoff had estab-
lished herself as the Principal of the Victoria 
School of Art and had begun her career as 
a significant figure in the arts.  In addition to 
her own school, she taught at the Summer 

School for Teachers, St. Margaret’s School, 
took over the Kingston Street School (pot-
tery and applied arts school) under the 
Department of Education, and for 30 years 
was an instructor in art for the provincial 
government’s  Secondary School Corre-
spondence courses. 

Uhthoff exhibited regularly and was al-
ways experimenting – she showed her work 
with the traditional Island Arts and Crafts 
Society’s annual show both in its usual 
exhibit and in its novel “Modern Room” of 
1932 as well as later with the BC Society of 
Artists and the annual Jury Shows at the Art 
Gallery of Greater Victoria.   

Uhthoff was a key figure in establishing 
galleries and organizations that led to the 
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, served on its 
Board of Directors for years, most notably 
as Chair of the Exhibitions Committee, and 
wrote a weekly column for the Daily Colonist 
newspaper so that the public was informed 
about the diverse activities at the gallery. 

--Public Collections: Art Gallery of Greater 
Victoria, Vancouver Art Gallery, Maltwood Art 
Museum and Gallery

Edythe Hembroff  (1906-1994)
Known mainly as a sketching partner 

and later special consultant of Emily Carr, 
Edythe Hembroff was also a painter, writer 
and translator.  

Though born in Moose Jaw, Saskatch-
ewan, Hembroff spent most of her young 
years growing up near Craigdarroch Castle 
in Victoria and holidaying at nearby Cordova 
Bay.  Trained in painting and drawing by the 
Island Arts and Crafts Society’s traditionalist 
Margaret Kitto, Hembroff attended Victoria 
High School before embarking on serious 
art training at the California School of Arts 
and Crafts and then the California School 

in Japan, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba and to 
eavesdrop on the south part of the world at 
Australia’s Pine Gap station. Canada is an 
active part of this network; Echelon oper-
ates quietly with no concern expressed by 
politicians or citizen groups near Ottawa at 
the CF base at Leitrim.

Canada has also assisted the US in 
bugging embassies in Ottawa for American 
spy systems. Keefe writes about a Cana-
dian, Mike Frost, who co-wrote an earlier 
book on spying, titled Spyworld, in which 
he claims to have worked on this embassy 
bugging. Canada has a long and dirty history 
of complicity in US global domination. As 
Linda McQuaig put it, we are always willing 
to hold the bully’s coat.

Most of this book is factual, well-docu-
mented reporting but Keefe warns, in his last 
words, “It may be that in our very passivity, 
in our refusal to confront these issues head 
on, we will end up not more free and less 
safe, or more safe and less free- but less 
safe and less free.”

CHATTER: Uncovering the Echelon 
Surveillance Network and the Secret World 
of Global Eavesdropping, by Patrick Radden Keefe, 
published by Random House

panies and corporations that abet the brutal 
occupation of Palestine.

Look at the Canada Pension Plan; it 
invests our money in armament compa-
nies making fighter planes used to bomb 
Gaza.  Along with consumer boycotts, we 
can divest from corporations aiding the il-
legal occupation; already universities, trade 
unions, churches, and some governments 
have divested from such companies as 
have Swedish and Norwegian government 
pension funds.  

Barghouti goes beyond the specifics of 
BDS to analyze the context of human rights 
and current international governments’ sup-
port of the occupation, essential background 
to the BDS Call which demands: an end to 
the occupation of all Arab lands (occupied 
in 1967), dismantling the wall; the rights 
of Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel to full 
equality; and the right of return of exiles and 
their homes and property.   

Most of all Barghouti expresses “su-
moud”, the “steadfastness” of millions of 
Palestinians who resist daily against the 
inhumanity of occupation. 

BDS: BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT, SANC-
TIONS: The Global Struggle for Palestinian 
Rights, by Omar Barghouti, Haymarket Books, USA 

of Fine Arts in the San Francisco Bay Area.  
With a female colleague, Hembroff fo-

cused her study of art on painting in Paris, 
France.  In addition, she took French les-
sons and travelled widely in continental 
Europe and England.  Upon her return to 
Canada, she met Emily Carr with whom 
she experienced well-documented sketch-
ing trips.  

She exhibited with the BC Society of Art-
ists and the Annual Exhibition of Northwest 
Artists in Seattle, winning second place in 
1930.  

Hembroff and her first husband, Freder-
ick Brand, a mathematics professor at UBC, 
helped promote an appreciation of Carr’s 
work through exhibitions and instigating the 
purchase of Carr’s “Kispiox Village” by the 
provincial government.  

With World War II Edythe moved Ot-
tawa, where she became a translator for 
POW mail and then with the Secretary of 
State Censorship Bureau.  Her marriage to 
Frederick Brand became a “casualty of war”, 
and in 1951 she married Julius Schleicher, 
her supervisor at the Censorship Bureau, 
and upon retirement they moved to Victoria.  

The Hembroff-Schleichers travelled 
extensively in Europe and frequently vis-
ited  family and friends, especially in Califor-
nia.  Hembroff resumed painting, but her skill 
at researching and writing came to occupy 
most of her time; her main focus was serving 
as Special Consultant on Emily Carr for the 
provincial government, writing two books 
about Carr, organizing a re-creation of the 
Island Arts and Crafts Society’s “Modern 
Room” 1932 exhibit, and writing articles 
about their contemporaries in the British 
Columbia arts community.

--Public Collections: Art Gallery of Greater 
Victoria, Vancouver Art Gallery, BC Archives

Publisher seeks information about two Victoria-area artists

ULTIMATE TROUT FISHING IN THE PA-
CIFIC NORTHWEST, by L. Stefanyk with 
contributors, HARBOUR PUBLISHING

 Everything you wanted to know about 
trout fishing is in this book.   Highlights are 
the color photos of the lures.  The author, 
publisher of Island Fisherman is from 
Campbell River, home of many a famous 
fisherman.  

The book will entice the readers into 
starting or renewing their interest in this 
sport.

                                 --Ron MacIsaac

GATHERING PLACES...ABORIGINAL 
AND FUR TRADE HISTORIES, Profs. C. 
Podruchny and L. Peers, UBC PRESS

 This is a series of essays relating the 
history of trade with the Natives and the 
Metis.  A highlight is the chapter on the use 
of archival documents. This text is enriched 
by the many historical photographs.  

A most readable book.
 

 IN THE GARDEN OF BEASTS, by E. Lar-
son, CROWN PUBLISHING

 This book is unique in that it traces 
the development of the laws that fused the 
official persecution of the Jews and other 
minorities in the Third (Hitlerian) Reich.  
Like Canada, the American government 
was indifferent to the chilling reports of 
the illegal goings on under the trumped up 
governance of the Nazi party starting in 
1933.  The Great Depression trumped all 
humanitarian concerns. 

The lesson to be learned is that we must 
still protect the helpless even in times of 
faltering economy.

Ron reviews:
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Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest
MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Office, Bill Rout-
ley, MLA: 273 Trunk Road, Duncan, BC or PO Box 
599, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, 
toll free 1-877-715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, MLA 
email bill.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100 Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8, phone 250-479-
8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or visit her website at www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Horgan,  
MLA: 800 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, BC, V9B 
2X7, phone 250-391-2801, email john.horgan.-
mla@leg.bc.ca

Saanich South Community Office, Lana 
Popham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria BC 
V8X 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, 
www.saanichsouth.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Carole 
James, MLA: 1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 
3K4, phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-4586, 
email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Denise Savoie, MP, House of Commons, Room 
518, Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 
0A6.

Victoria Community Office, Denise Savoie, MP, 
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2H3, 
phone 250-363-8421, fax 250-363-8422, open 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  visit www.
denisesavoie.ca or email her at denise.savoie@
parl.gc.ca

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Office, 
Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith Place, 
Victoria, BC V9A 7M8, open 10 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4556. Email randall.
garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons,  Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6. Email 
her at crowdj1A@parl.gc.ca

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office: Jean 
Crowder, MP: 101- 126 Ingram Street, Duncan, 
BC  V9L 1P1, www.jeancrowder.ca or email her 
at jean@jeancrowder.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102,  Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0; or contact presi-
dent Ellen Oxman at 250-250-701-4980 or email 
her at CowichanValley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats: Write 
Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 
7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com..

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Email  president 
Heather Gropp at goliard86@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4,or 
contact president Keith Todd  at 250-598-8039 
or by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats:  Email president Gary Holman at ghol-
man@ssisland.com or phone him at 250-653-
2042.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre  Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1, phone 250-
386-8497 or contact president Chris Gainor by 
phone at 250-380-6358 or by email at cgainor@
shaw.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Darcy Lindberg at darcy.lindberg@
gmail.com, or write to PO Box 282, 1681 Hill-
side Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1. 

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Con-
tact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@shaw.
caor write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats:Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371or email 
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her at suecreba@aquariusd.com.
 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Contact    
president  Jack Greenwell at  250-477-3549 or 
by email to j.greenwell@shawlink.ca;       or Irene 
Wright (Gulf Islands), by phone/fax 1-250-537-
5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact  president 
Erik Kaye, write to  Box 5380, LCD9, Victoria, 
BC, V8R 6S4.or visit their website:www.victori-
andp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats:  5367 Kingsway, Burnaby 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-432-
9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300 - 279 Laurier 
West,  Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free: 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS 
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org.

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organization: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-879-
3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website: www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office: 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 604-
801-5122, website: www.policyalternatives.ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1, Regional  Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, extension 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444

Government of Canada: www.gc.ca.

Government of BC: www.gov.bc.ca.

Greater Victoria Water Watch Coalition: visit  
www.greatervictoriawaterwatchcoalition.ca or 
phone 250-595-1701 or 250- 380-1197.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and political areas, www.napo-onap.ca.
,
NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca.
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Democrats 
must be to establish a Socialist Canada.” 

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and opposi-
tion spokespersons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by the 
Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organization, 
are available on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 a.m. to noon and 1-4  p.m., at the Blanshard 
Community Centre, 901 Kings Road (King and 
Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and #6 buses on 
Quadra Street. Service is free, and provided by 
trained volunteers. For further information phone 
250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of the 
BC Health Coalition. If you’re concerned about ac-
cess, affordability and quality of health care in our 
community, get involved by calling co-chairs Dale 

Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy Strong at 250-
592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society: 415-620 
View Street, Victoria, BC, phone 250-361-3521.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6, phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914, website www.vircs.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council:  219-275 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax: 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telus.net; 
Mike Eso, president; Mary Ehl, secretary; Mike 
Ferguson, treasurer. 

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 3R9, phone/fax 250-592-8307, email cen-
tre@vicpeace.ca or website www.vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglinton 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website: 
www.wwf.ca    

United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) 
- Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-2868, fax 
250-475-5898, email unavic@coastnet.com or 
website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Briarpatch Magazine: a progressive Canadian 
magazine, published 10 times a year, subscrip-
tions $24.61, 2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK, S4P 2R7, email briarpatchmag@sasktel.
com. 

Canadian Dimension Magazine: an independ-
ent socialist magazine, begun in 1963, and run by 
a cooperative, published 6 times a year, subscrip-
tion $24.50, students and unemployed $18.50, 
2B-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, MN, R3B 1G5, 
subscription hotline 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): reform-minded focus on mon-
etary issues and how they affect our society, email 
comerpub@comer.org,  website www.comer.org.

Global Outlook:  Ian Woods, editor; $25 Cana-
dian, PO Box 222, Oro, ON  L0L 2X0.

The CCPA Monitor: published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives,  410-75 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, $110 supporting 
membership with $75 tax0 receipt, or $25 low in-
come membership receives the Monitor monthly.

The Democrat: published by the BC NDP, 3110 
Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC, V5M 4A2, sub-
scription $10 per year.

The Straight: a weekly publication with features, 
articles, news and reviews from Vancouver, sub-
scription $117/52 issues in Canada, 2nd floor, 
1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, V6J 3G7, 
phone 604-730-7000, email info@straight.com.

New Internationalist: a communications co-
operative based in Oxford, it exists to report on 
issues of world poverty and inquality; to focus 
attention on the unjust relationship between the 
powerful and the powerless in both rich and poor 
nations; to debate and campaign for the radical 
changes necessary f the basic material and 
spiritual needs of all are to be met, subscriptions, 
$38.50 including GST ,PO Box 706, Markham, 
ON, L6B 1A7, phone 905-946-0407, fax: 905-946-
0410, email: magazines@indas.on.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by mostl abour organizations and 
other supporters of working pwople. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering the 
various dimensions of social and environmental 
justice.  Anyone can add an event and doing so 
is free for not-for-profit organizing and actions.  
Visit leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more 
information, or to subscribe.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada since May 2003. It aims to provide 
accurate, critical coverage that is accountable 
to its readers and the subjects it tackles. The 
Dominion can be read online, or delivered to 
your doorstep as a  print subscription. See www.
dominionpaper.ca/

The Republic: Vancouver-based socialist paper, 
subscriptions,  two issues per month, $25 per 
year; free at local news stands, PO Bo 56072, 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 5E2; email mag pie@lynx.
bc.ca.

Victoria Street Newz: a montly independent 
newspaper focussed on understanding the root 
causes and consequences of poverty.  It’s sold 

by vendors on Victoria’s streets, or by subscrip-
tion.  Archives and more information available at 
relativenewz.ca. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org --A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.counterpunch.org--an American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http//dominionpaper.ca--a Canadian ezine cov-
ering national and international stores that main-
stream sources may not cover. Updated daily.

www.globalproblematique.net/bcpolicyprobe 
-- Run by BC Policy Probe, this website features 
information and research about suh things as 
privatization of BC Hydro.

www.avaaz.org/en/global --Global warming is 
a global threat. By confronting it together, we 
can build a more just, tolerant, and vibrant world.

www.indymedia.org -- A collective of independ-
ent media organizations and hundreds of journal-
ists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage 
of events as they happen around the world.

www.informationclearinghouse.info  --World 
news daily--news you won’t find on CNN or 
Foxnews.

http://Newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is a 
good (and bad) news service with a refreshingly 
non-corporate view of the news, from local to 
global stories, with features, opinion, analysis -- all 
for free, including free classified ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria and the Islands. 

mai-not@globalproblematique.net-- Originally 
set up to discuss the implications of the Multi-
lateral Agreement on Investments, this website 
and related email list now discuss world-wide 
developments of concern to left-wing readers.

http://ndp.4webs.ca -- A new NDP list serve and 
bulletin board. Check it out.

www.pacificfreepress.com--with a mission to 
dig out nuggets of truth from the slag-heap of 
lies, ignorance and witless diversion that has 
buried public discourse today. Pacific Free Press 
provides a new venue for disseminating hard 
news and insightful, fact-based analysis of the 
harsh realities too often ignored or distorted by 
the mainstream press.

http://pej.org--PEJ News, a free service, serves 
up daily news, opinion and analysis of peace, 
environment and justice issues. Stay informed 
with web and email stories often days, weeks 
and months ahead of the mainstream media. The 
Peace, Earth & Justice News is produced entirely 
by volunteers and is a probject of the non-profit 
Prometheus Institute based in Victoria, BC.

www.policyalternatives.ca -- The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ web page offers 
research reports, books and opinion pieces done 
on issues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca -- A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progressive voices in Canada.

www.strategicthoughts.ca--You’ll find David 
Schreck’s columns and more here.

www.straightgoods.com -- A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car but still need to drive one sometimes, 
this welbsite may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--website by noted activist 
Mel Hurtig about the corporate threat to Canadian 
sovereignty, includes a whole range of features 
from online polls and petitions to editorials and 
information  updates.

www.wsws.org --The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of majorworld events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialistmovement.

COMMUNITY RADIO
Commercial free commujnity radio, CFUV is 
located at 101.9 FM and 104.3 Cable, or visit 
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca


