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Dix wins NDP 
leadership
On third ballot, Dix bests 
Farnworth by slim majority 
of 9772 to 9095 votes

On May 2, Canadians will elect or reelect their 
Members of Parliament and a new government

BC NDP Leader Adrian Dix

Edith Loring-Kuhanga
Saanich-Gulf Islands

Denise Savoie
Victoria

Randall Garrison
Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca

Jean Crowder
Nanaimo-Cowichan

Below are the four NDP candidates running in Lower Vancouver Island federal ridings. For commentary on the forthcoming election, please see  our editorial on 
page 4, as well as various other  articles throughout the paper. 

BC New Democrats gathered at the Vancouver Convention Centre in person and via the Internet 
and telephone on Sunday, April 17, to elect MLA Adrian Dix as their new leader on the third ballot. The 
vote was the culmination of a three-month leadership campaign that took the six candidates, reduced 
to Dix, Mike Farnworth, John Horgan and Dana Larsen by election day, around the province to talk to 
NDP members and to debate the issues.

The Convention Centre was packed with over 1000 members, and many more watched events via 
their computers and television.

Co-chairs West End MLA Spencer Chandra Herbert and BC Federation of Labour Secretary Treasurer 
Irene Lanzinger, first invited BC NDP Interim Leader Dawn Black to speak, followed by party president 
Moe Sihota. 

Tribute was paid to retiring leader Carole James for her seven years of dedication and hard work. 
James spoke briefly in reply and was presented with a gift.

The four candidates then each presented their vision for the party and last appeals for support before 
the voting commenced by way of the internet or telephone.

Results after the first ballot ballot were: Dix, 7638; Farnworth, 6979; Horgan, 4844; Larsen, 531, with 
24 spoiled ballots. Larsen was then dropped off the next ballot.

After the second ballot, Dix had 7748 votes; Farnworth, 6951; Horgan, 5034. Horgan was then 
dropped from the third and last ballot.

After the third ballots were counted, Dix led with 9772 votes to Farmworth’s 9095, a difference of 
just 677 votes, and was declared leader of the BC NDP.                    Turn to page 2 for more photos
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Stephen Harper didn’t want Awish Aslam 
at his London rally this week. Awish Aslam, 
a 19-year-old second-year political science 
student at the University of Western Ontario, 
told reporters she and a friend were trying to 
attend a Sunday rally with Harper when they 
were asked to leave by an RCMP officer.

Harper’s staff check the id’s of everyone 
coming to his rallies and all have to match 
a list of invited participants. The woman 
who was ejected (along with her friend),  
got into the rally but wasn’t on the list. 

NDP leader Jack Layton greets supporters at a London, ON, rally.

Jack Layton let Awish Aslam come to HIS 
Staff immediately did a background check, 
found her Facebook page with a photo of 
her standing with Michael Ignatieff and es-
corted her out: He then ripped off their name 
tags, tore them up and told them to leave. 
“He said, ‘We know you guys have ties to 
the Liberal Party through Facebook’,” Ms. 
Aslam told the London Free Press. “He said, 
‘You are no longer welcome here’. “         ‘

Jack Layton had no such problem at his 
rally in London. Proof above.

That’s Canadian Leadership.

WINNIPEG — New Democrat leader 
Jack Layton has unveiled more practical 
steps to help take the strain off the family 
budget. Layton is proposing new measures 
to provide support for families caring for ag-
ing parents, while at the same time building 
a future for their kids. 

“After five years of Stephen Harper, 
too many families are still fending for 
themselves when their parents become ill,” 
Layton said. “Stephen Harper’s answer is an 
82-cent daily allowance. That proves Ottawa 
is broken, but I’ve got a plan to fix it.” 

Layton announced an Inter-generational 
Forgivable Loan Program to help families 
renovate their homes so that an aging 
relative can move in. His plan also deliv-
ers on the New Democrats’ commitment to 
strengthen Employment Insurance Com-

passionate Care benefits by fixing eligibil-
ity rules and improving coverage from six 
weeks to six months. In addition, the New 
Democrat plan includes a new Caregiver 
Benefit, aimed at helping low-and middle-
income families caring for aging relatives.

“Canada’s senior population is set to 
double within 15 years, and the burden born 
by today’s families will increase along with 
that. This is a challenge we need to face 
today in Canada. The New Democrat plan 
is do-able, affordable and will help hundreds 
of thousands of Canadians care for their 
loved ones.”

Layton also pledged to help new moms 
and dads who have taken maternity and pa-
rental leave by fixing the loophole that would 
make them ineligible for EI benefits once

Layton pledges new support for families 
caring for aging parents

Minimum wage increase is partial victory 
for British Columbians

VANCOUVER -- News that after a de-
cade in office the BC Liberals have eventu-
ally agreed to increase the minimum wage is 
a partial victory for BC’s lowest-paid workers, 
the BC New Democrats said March 16.

“It has been almost 10 years since BC’s 
lowest-paid workers received a raise. It’s 
heartening to see today that the BC Liberals 
are willing to admit that they’ve been com-
pletely off side with British Columbians,” said 
New Democrat labour critic Raj Chouhan. 

“Unfortunately, there is no plan to tie the 
minimum wage to the cost of living in order to 
give certainty to businesses and to families. 
And while the minimum wage will continue 
to increase over the coming year, when it is 
raised to $8.75 on May 1, 2011 we’ll still have 
the lowest minimum wage in the country.”

For over four years, the BC New Demo-
crats have been calling for the minimum 
wage to be raised to $10 an hour and in-
dexed to inflation.

The official Opposition has also been 
calling on the government to scrap the $6 
training wage since Christy Clark and the BC 
Liberals first implemented it in 2001.

Chouhan noted that the BC New Demo-
crats are continuing to call for a comprehen-
sive poverty reduction strategy.

“Unfortunately, raising the minimum 
wage isn’t going to be enough to seriously 
tackle the poverty crisis in British Columbia. 
It’s an important step but must be part of a 
comprehensive poverty reduction strategy 
that addresses the root causes of poverty,” 
said Chouhan.

Above, Adrian Dix gives his acceptance speech following his election as leader of 
the BC New Democratic Party at the Vancouver Colnvention Centre April 17. Below 
he is applauded by his partner Renee Saklikar.

Tim Renneberg photos



The Victoria twitterstream was filled 
with activity on Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 23 and 24, as local twitter folks tried 
to get their hands on a ticket for the sold out 
Victoria Twestival, the third iteration of the 
twitter fundraising event held around the 
globe on those days. 

The $7,608 raised for Cool Aid will pay 
for lunches for women at Sandy Merriman 
House emergency shelter and for new 
equipment for public access computers at 
the Downtown Community Centre. Dona-
tions were being accepted until March 31 at 
the victoria.twestival.com website.. Organiz-
ers are hoping to reach $10,000 in total.

 Victoria is already a world leader in 
raising funds through Twestival. Of 150 
participating cities, Twestival Victoria ranks 
third in per capita donations and 17th in to-
tal donations this year – beating out much 
larger cities including Seattle, Calgary, and 
Montreal.

 The Bengal Lounge of the Fairmont Em-
press Hotel was packed with people meeting 
other tweeters, enjoying the talented local 
musicians, and browsing the abundance of 
silent auction items donated to raise funds 
for Victoria’s Cool Aid Society.  Globally a 

Victoria Twestival Raises $7,608 
for Victoria Cool Aid Society 
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Victoria Federal NDP
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

CONVENTION 2011 DELEGATE SELECTION/
RESOLUTIONS MEETING

Saturday, May 14, 2 - 4 pm
James Bay New Horizons 

(234 Menzies Street, Victoria, BC)

The Victoria Federal NDP is holding its Annual General Meeting on 
Saturday, May 14, at 2 pm, at James Bay New Horizons (234 Menzies Street).  

We will be electing the 2011/2012 Victoria NDP Executive at this meeting; 
all eligible members are encouraged to run for Executive positions.

 We will also be electing delegates and voting on resolutions for
the 50th Anniversary NDP Convention in Vancouver on June 17-19, 2011.  

For more information on Convention 2011, visit http://www.vancon2011.com/

 All NDP members in the Victoria federal riding are invited to send resolutions
in advance to: president@victoriandp.ca or bring hard copies on May 14.  

Contact us at president@victoriandp.ca or at 250-382-4370 
if you would like to be a delegate to Convention 

or run for an Executive position.

By Dale Perkins
Lower Island News invited readers to give their opinions and convictions 

about political leadership needed now, both within the NDP and as the future 
premier of BC. Few took advantage of the opportunity, which speaks volumes 
about the widespread cynicism people have as far as the political process 
established for choosing leaders. But that is another story.

Our purpose in offering the survey inside the paper was to obtain readers’ 
responses to the qualities and characteristics needed for good leadership. 
From the sample received we can make the following observations:

At the very top of the respondents’ answers was the importance of so-
cial democratic principles, which will always “trump” political expediency. 
A leader’s convictions around values and principles ranked as the highest 
consideration in selecting a new leader.  Also very important were egalitarian 
values and a readiness to act responsibly, with the added objective to unite 
people within the NDP and the province.  Finally, receiving high marks were 
a capacity to be a good listener as well as an excellent speaker.   

At the opposite end of the spectrum were physical attractiveness and 
having a long history inside the NDP – neither was considered important 
characteristics for a new leader and future premier of the province. The ca-
pacity to be a good manager never ranked high either, which may attest to 
respondents’ considered opinion that having a “micro manager” at the helm 
has been overstated as a quality of leadership by most political parties.  We 
have experienced excessive control and domination by former BC Premier 
Gordon Campbell and current Prime Minister Stephen Harper, and our ap-
petite for more of the same has disappeared. That suggests a hunger for 
a true democrat who can garner support even as they embrace people of 
varying beliefs and cultural attitudes. 

Is this too much to expect in our highly charged, media-dominated world, 
controlled by corporate moguls? Are we losing the democratic spirit and will 
to be closely involved in the political life of our community?  Have we become 
totally convinced that professional politicians and corporations who control 
them can now run the show and we can concentrate exclusively on having 
a good time and conspicuous consumption? 

And yet aren’t the events in Northern Africa, the Persian Gulf and other 
like-countries proof that when there is no true democracy or popular involve-
ment in decision-making, people will rise up and risk their lives for a real 
chance to be heard and included? Are we approaching a similar state in 
this province?  

It is to be hoped that NDP leadership candidates will take these survey re-
sults and adapt their own campaigns to reflect these attitudes and convictions.

Dale Perkins is a social activist and retired UCC minister.

What our readers look for 
in their future leaders...

Federal NDP leader campaigns in Victoria

Federal NDP  leader Jack Layton was in Victoria to support local NDP candidates 
Edith Loring-Kuhanga, Randall Garrison, Denise Savoie and Jean Crowder.

Sharon Hazelwood photos

total of over $434,000 was raised for local 
charities.  

 
What is a Twestival?

Twestivals are volunteer-run, charity fun-
draising events for people who know each 
other through the micro-blogging service 
Twitter (www.twitter.com).  

Since the first global Twestival on 
February 12, 2009, over 200 cities have 
participated worldwide in Twesitval Global 
and Local Twestivals, raising over $1.2 M in 
aid of 137 charities. 

For the full and changing list of cities, or 
to get involved, go to www.twestival.com.

Lower Island News news
Lower Island News now has its 

own blog where readers can view 
the current issue, as well as those 
from the past year. 

Visit us at www.lowerislandnews.
wordpress.com and let us know 
what you think.

Above, a wired-for-sound Layton greets phographers and journalists as he enters 
the hall, and right, his audience of NDP members and supporters listens intently 
as he talks about the election campaign.
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Our view:

As others see it

“Democracy substitutes election by the incompetent many, 
for appointment by the corrupt few.”

--George Bernard Shaw, in “Man and Superman” -- 1903

If the forthcoming federal election does anything, it reminds us that our 
constitutional, democratic and political system is a mess.  We have had five 
years of being ruled by a right wing minority, “the elective dictatorship”, and 
what we hear in this election campaign gives no hope that anything is likely to 
change in the foreseeable future.  In fact, the current shambles may become 
even further entrenched.

It should now be obvious that Quebec is not going to dissolve itself into the 
great Canadian multi-cultural federation any time soon.  This means that the 
Bloc Quebecois is likely to remain a significant force for the foreseeable future, 
and our out-dated first past the post system will give the party proportionally 
more seats per capita than the NDP or Greens.  In addition, the eagerness of 
the Conservatives to devolve ever more powers to provinces means that the 
federal government could end up responsible for the army, prisons, secret po-
lice, tax collection and not much else.

We may have a national flag, but we are Balkanized when it comes to 
health, education, taxation and many other key issues where we should be 
united rather than divided. Worse yet, there is a cabal of Conservative politi-
cians and media moguls who continually trumpet the mantra that elections are 
“unnecessary”, “unwanted”, “unwelcome” and so on.  

The Times Colonist newspaper, in three of its five issues immediately fol-
lowing the dissolution of Parliament, published lead editorials echoing the Con-
servative line that an election was unnecessary and unwanted.  One editorial 
headline actually stated “It’s no time for an election.”  Like it or not, headlines 
and editorials are opinion forming (perhaps even this editorial!) and the Times 
Colonist effectively branded itself with the Conservative message.  However, 
a heartening aspect of this exercise was that subsequent letters to the editor 
seemed to overwhelmingly reject that message, indicating that readers are a lot 
smarter and better informed than the media moguls imagined.

Nevertheless, there is plenty in this campaign to cause concern.  Just as in 
war, the first casualty is truth.  Stephen Harper and his cohorts have an obses-
sion with the word “coalition” and their favourite prefix is “reckless”.  Almost 
every statement they make on the issue is untrue, but this does not concern 
them – they keep repeating it anyway.  If anything, this is a sign of weakness.  
The Conservatives are determined to cling to power, so the new disingenuous 
paradigm of a (minority) Conservative government is that it is an “elected gov-
ernment” – as Stephen Harper put it on TV.  The fact that 60% or more of the 
population does not elect them is considered irrelevant.

We also have to wonder why it is necessary to have an expensive “cam-
paign” lasting five weeks or more.  Party leaders scurry around the country, 
accompanied by phalanxes of journalists, TV cameramen, minders and Black-
berry wielding PR types.  Stephen Harper seems to be the most obsessed 
by all this, particularly keen on carefully scripted backyard, kitchen table and 
musical events.  Turning up with his retinue to sing (out of tune) songs at the 
house of 10-year-old child pop music prodigy Maria Aragon might lead voters to 
wonder if Harper was setting himself up for a new career if he loses the elec-
tion.  It certainly had nothing to do with facing up to grave domestic and interna-
tional affairs.

Unfortunately, this kind of thing trivializes the election and deflects pub-
lic opinion from the fact that this election is very necessary and very serious.  
We have had five years of minority rule by an increasingly arrogant, bullying, 
unaccountable and deceitful elite.  This government did not fall on the budget, 
it fell because its style and actions had become intolerable and the opposition, 
representing the majority of Canadians faced the prospect of rubber-stamping 
more of the same or taking a stand on principles.

Instead of addressing the issues, the Harper politburo has fallen back on 
attack advertisements, silly photo-ops and vague promises of ill-defined tax-
cuts which might happen years in the future!  Voters are treated like children 
-- and not only by Conservatives – endlessly being offered “tax-cuts”.  What 
will happen when there is no more tax to cut?  Who will pay the billions for new 
military hardware, healthcare, foreign aid, education and more?

With saturation TV and Internet, we should be so well informed on issues 
that we do not need a five week “campaign” where party leaders rush about 
the country drip-feeding us with announcements of new programs and more 
tax-cuts.  If the schemes announced on the campaign trail are so good, why not 
announce them up-front in a party manifesto.  

Of course, some members of the public don’t help, when we keep see-
ing TV interviews with people who proudly announce that they never vote and 
“don’t understand politics”.  What do these people do all day?  Did they not see 
the TV pictures of yet another dead Canadian soldier being brought home from 
Afghanistan, when Stephen Harper was singing his song in Winnipeg?

Federally Stephen Harper and provincially Christy Clark have rediscovered 
“the family”, which is being showered with promises of tax breaks.  However, for 
the BC Liberals and ederal Conservatives, the families they have in mind are 
the well-off upper middle class who can already afford children’s hockey, Kung 
Fu and dancing classes, or who do not really need the high income-splitting tax 
break announced by Harper for some nebulous future date.

Seniors on fixed incomes, elderly single women, poor single parent fami-
lies and those with disabilities or dementia clearly do not fit the idealized happy 
family of the ideological right.

However, despite the downsides, let us not be blinded to the democratic 
obligation of getting out and voting on May 2.  We owe it Canada, our communi-
ties and each other.    --DJO

We owe it to Canada, ourselves and
our communities to vote May 2

By Ish Theilheimer 
On a recent doctor’s visit, the nurse 

checking my blood pressure chatted me up 
about politics because she knew I worked on 
Parliament Hill. She told me she kind of liked 
Stephen Harper. Was she ever surprised, 
disappointed when I told her that if Harper 
ever gets a majority, he’ll kill medicare! 

She did not at all like the idea that her 
office would have to deal with heartless 
private health insurance companies the 
way American doctors do. It came as a rude 
surprise to her that the blue-sweater guy 
would sell out her patients. 

If you follow federal politics in Canada, 
it’s hard to forget Stockwell Day’s 2004 lead-
ers’ debate gaffe in which he held up a hand 
scrawled sign that said “No Two-Tier Health 
Care”. It was what George Lakoff might call 
a classic framing mistake, similar to Richard 
Nixon’s “I am not a crook” or Michael Igna-
tieff’s “I will not form a coalition.” 

Lakoff has shown that you reinforce your 
adversaries’ messages and claims when 
you repeat them, even if you are attempt-
ing to refute them. Negating the message 
directly almost never works. 

Ignatieff would be better off to avoid de-
nying he can work with others. Jack Layton, 
by contrast, will score points for the kind of 
positive things he has been saying about co-
operating with other parties, as this column 
has frequently suggested he do. 

In the same manner Stephen Harper, 
who is an expert in framing and communica-
tions, knows he is better off avoiding Stock-
well Day’s foolishness by never making any 
such denial. He has learned that there are 
often better ways to get things done than to 
be a bull in a china shop. He has warned his 
party that Conservatives must never expose 
their weak flanks to what he sees as “the 
liberal media”. 

The Conservatives’ weakest flank is 
health care. When Stock Day reminded Ca-
nadians that he might indeed kill medicare, 
Canadians killed him instead, politically. This 
is why you never hear Harper mention the 
subject, pro or con. And this is also why, in 
previous elections, Harper has never cam-
paigned for a majority. He didn’t want to 
spook voters, who remembered Stockwell 
Day too well. 

With this election, Harper has made a 
major strategic change that leaves his weak-
est flank wide open. For the first time ever, 
he is campaigning for Canadians to reject 
a dastardly coalition and instead give him 
a majority government. 

Don’t expect Harper to hold up any 
hand-lettered signs. Still, opposition parties 
would be wise to get him on the defensive on 
health care — which remains the Canadians’ 
number one concern in poll after poll. Like 
my doctor’s assistant, none of us wants the 
American system. 

The public’s political memory is short. 
Politicians and activists need to remind 
Canadians of how drastic the threat is. The 
record clearly shows that Stephen Harper 
loathes medicare. 

Harper deserted Preston Manning and 
left politics in 1997 to work for the National 
Citizens Coalition, which was formed ex-
pressly to fight medicare, as chronicled 
by Murray Dobbin in StraightGoods.ca. 
In 1997, as NCC vice-president, Harper 
said that Canada should scrap the Canada 
Health Act. 

Until 2005 Harper publicly professed to 
believe in two-tier care. When asked by the 
CBC about a parallel health care system, he 
said: “Well I think it would be a good idea. 
We’re alone among OECD countries in de-
ciding that we’ll have a two-tier system but 
our second tier will be outside the country 
where only the very rich and powerful can 
access it and [it] will be of absolutely no 
benefit to the Canadian health care system.” 

In October 2002, Dobbin reminds us, 
Harper said, “We also support the explora-
tion of alternative ways to deliver health 
care. Moving toward alternatives, including 
those provided by the private sector, is a 
natural development of our health care 
system.” 

Mike McBane of the Canadian Health 
Coalition believes you don’t need to look 
even six years back for evidence Harper 
would privatize health care — because 
he’s already doing so. The dismantling of 
Medicare is already underway with Harper’s 
“giving a nod and a wink to the provinces to 
go ahead and privatize the delivery of their 
system,” McBane said in HarperIndex.ca. “In 
British Columbia and Alberta and Quebec, 
so-called ‘experiments’ in privatization have 
exposed the entire system to trade chal-
lenges from private US companies.” 

“Stephen Harper knows he can’t talk 
about this publicly and openly,” McBane 
said, “Because he also can read the polls, 
and the polls show that about 86 - 88 percent 
of Canadians believe strongly in the public 
system.” Even Newfoundland’s Conserva-
tive [former] premier Danny Williams “has 
said repeatedly that Medicare is not safe in 
the hands of Stephen Harper.” 

Canadians have been subjected to mil-
lions of dollars in tax-funded propaganda in-
tended to convince them the Conservatives 
are good economic managers. They might 
not deserve the credit for keeping Canada 
afloat during the current global Great Reces-
sion, but neither did the economy implode 
on their watch. 

By declaring he wants a majority, Ste-
phen Harper has served notice he wants 
to make big changes in Canadian govern-
ment policies. There is plenty of evidence 
he wants to privatize health care. Make him 
deny it, like Stockwell Day couldn’t. He must 
be put on the defensive — or we as Canadi-
ans could lose our precious birthright. 

This article appeared in the March 29 issue of 
StraightGoods.ca. Ish Theilheimer is founder and 
president of Straight Goods News and has been 
publisher of the leading, and oldest, independent 
Canadian online newsmagazine, StraightGoods.
ca, since September 1999. He is also managing 
editor of PublicValues.ca. eMail him at ish@
straightgoods.com   

Harper majority would be end of Medicare
Make Harper do a Stockwell Day and deny he would privatize health care
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Friends of the Lower Island News
We are pleased to report that six Friends of the Lower Island News plus the Red 
Hens have donated a total of $365 to the paper in the past two months, and we thank 
them for their generosity.

However, these donors total just 10 individuals, out of the more than 2,500+ people 
who read the LIN, which is distributed free of charge by mail and on the street.

This means there are more than 2,500 people around Victoria and Vancouver Island 
who have not yet or recently donated to the paper. So I am hopeful that when all these 
readers learn that the LIN needs their financial support to continue, they will reach 
into their pockets or purses and send us a donation, no matter how small. Every dol-
lar you send will be appreciated and will be well spent in the coming year. And just 
imagine how great it would be if all 2,500 readers sent us just $5 each! 

Just so you know, everyone who writes or works for the LIN is a volunteer, and re-
ceives no pay. Our two major expenses are for printing and mailing the paper to you.

Donors during the past two months include:
  Nana Sakamoto   $   50
  Mark Stanley   $ 100
  Anonymous (Victoria)  $   50
  Zona Macdonald   $   20
  Anonymous (Duncan)  $ 100
  Maxine McRae   $   25
  Red Hens (one meeting)  $   20
         
Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indi-
cate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortuately we can’t give tax receipts.  
And thank you again!   

OUR READERS WRITE

We welcome your letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, 
and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers. 

Please mail them to the Editor, at  Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 4E8,  email them to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

The DEADLINE to submit material for the next issue is 
Friday, May 27

We’re going to be hearing a lot [during 
the federal election] about the coalition 
conspiracy being hatched by the Liberals, 
NDP and Bloc. In anticipation of this, it 
would be worthwhile to develop some good 
responses.

1. A true coalition is when parties reach 
an accord before an election and agree not 
to run against each other in certain ridings 
to prevent the splitting of votes. This was 
used against the CCF very successfully in 
BC during the 40s. The Liberals and Conser-
vatives shared cabinet postings by previous 
agreement. 

2. Most coalitions are formed after 
an election which results in no one party 
commanding a majority of the seats. This 
is common in Europe and many other 
democratic countries which have propor-
tional representation and rarely, if ever, elect 
majority governments. This is a potential 
scenario in Canada should Conservative 
leader Stephen Harper fail to achieve his 
numbers.   The point that should be made 
repeatedly is that none of the potential 
partners are running to form a coalition. The 
proof of that is that they’re all running against 
each other and allowing the voters to decide 
which members to elect to represent them.

Harper’s warnings about a coalition are 
in fact extremely disrespectful of the voters 
and their right to choose whoever they like. 

Regardless of the outcome of the election, 
all the parties, including the Conservatives, 
will have to come to a decision about their 
response to the circumstances as they will 
exist then.

The people of Canada won’t be voting 
for a coalition; they won’t be choosing a 
coalition; they’ll be voting for their local 
representatives and the numbers will speak 
for themselves. 

Harper’s fear mongering needs to be 
challenged on the grounds that it was he 
himself who set the tone of what grew to be 
a completely dysfunctional parliament with 
two unjustified prorogations and a system-
atic dismantling of the role of Parliament in 
the  governing of our country. He could have 
chosen to operate as if he had a minority 
but instead he chose to ignore the will of the 
electorate in the last election with a deliber-
ate strategy of antagonism and divisiveness.

 That being said, a minority government 
doesn’t have to be a negative experience. 
As the world has seen, minority coalition 
governments have been very effective 
forms of moving forward the public agenda. 
It shouldn’t be feared but rather embraced 
as a way of the people telling the elected 
members that it is better to govern through 
cooperation than through confrontation.

            Jim Jaarsma
   Victoria

The Greater Victoria chapter of Fair Vote 
Canada is surveying British Columbia’s 
leadership candidates on the future of the 
voting system. Fair Vote Canada is a nation-
al organization committed to electoral reform 
at all levels of government. Please see our 
statement of purpose available online at  
http://s.fairvote.ca/files/2009Statement_of_

Conservative leader Stephen Harper 
calls the criticism of his plan to purchase 
65 F-35 jet fighters as petty (January 15, 
Times Colonist). If one tracks his spending 
priorities in the past, there is much reason 
to examine the facts.

First, there was no debate in the House 
of Commons on this item. $15 billion at $ 606 
million per jet, including a 20-year service 
agreement without any guarantee on true 
costs. The cost, not including interest on 
borrowed money, is a staggering $264 per 
every man, woman and child. A family of five 
would be taxed at $1,300. 

All this, at a time when our deficit is al-
ready at $56 billion, our employment rate is 
stuck at 7.6%, and higher taxes on everyone 
like the HST on many items never taxed 
before such as newly built homes, meals, 
vitamins and even veterinary bills.

Why do we need 65 fighter jets which are 
nothing more than flashy high-priced big boy 
toys? Future combats will use unmanned 
predator drones, or, God forbid, nuclear 
bombs. Using the Russians and the North as 
the reason doesn’t hold up in today’s world.

The fact is that Canada’s military budget 

has increased by 140% since 2004. What 
have we gained and lost? Is this a good 
example of prudent money allocation when 
there are a host of areas requiring more 
urgent spending like health care, educa-
tion, need for more green technology, and 
a sound environmental program to tackle 
the real global warming crisis?

If the above facts and rebuttal are petty, I 
do hope to see a full debate across Canada 
to prove that this criticism is warranted and 
that the purchase must be stopped in its 
tracks.

   Miro Kwasnica
    Victoria

I, and many others, are concerned about 
the most pressing problem of our time and 
are looking for leaders who will put this 
problem foremost in their policy.  It is a core 
problem that many of our other problems are 
connected to, and it is a problem that if we 
do not solve it first will prevent any lasting  
solution for the other issues that are being 
addressed. 

The pre-eminent issue that must be dealt 
with now, ahead of all others, is the issue of 
environmental sustainability.  On a scientific 
level the problem is not difficult. We know 
why we have it, and we know what it takes 
to repair it.  On a political level, however, it 
is a nightmare, which is probably why no 
one wants to directly confront it and make 
it a leading plank in their policy.  What we 
need at this time are leaders brave enough 
to tackle this issue and say the uncomfort-
able truths that many do not want to hear. 

Many of you have addressed sustain-
ability in your platforms, and put forward 
many of the usual ideas for environmental 
policy.  All of these, however, miss the root 
of the problem and avoid the necessary 
solution. 

The problem of sustainability is that we 
are consuming renewable resources faster 
than they can be renewed.  To put it in the 
jargon of economists, we are consuming our 
principal.  The only solution to this problem 

is to consume less. 
The reason that we have become un-

sustainable is that we have not controlled 
consumption; rather we have done much 
worse. We have developed an economic 
system based on growth, and have tended 
to see expansion of the economy and more 
consumption as the answer to many of our 
social problems. 

This economy has to shrink and con-
sumption has to drop if we are to avoid a 
natural catastrophe that will alter our social 
system radically.  We need policies that 
reduce consumption and reverse growth 
until we can reach a relatively stable state 
within our ecosystem.  Finding the resources 
to fix social problems will have to come 
from redistribution of wealth directly by fiat 
rather than indirectly through expanding 
the economy. 

The growth of human activity has be-
come a cancer that is killing society.  We 
must face that fact and change our politi-
cal dialog to make that our biggest issue.  
Everything that we do should be filtered 
through a sustainable lens that weeds 
out any action that encourages growth or 
increased consumption. 

My question to you is, how do you pro-
pose to address this problem? 
         Jerry West 
          Gold River

I would like to congratulate your newspaper 
for your courage in publishing the excellent article, 
“9/11 and the art of fictional finalism”, by Bo Filter 
last fall.  Sadly, more than nine years after the hor-
rific events of September 11, 2001, there are still 
very few papers in Canada which are prepared 
to face reality and at least publish for serious 
consideration an article of this kind. [For more 
from Bo Filter see this issue—ed]

Having devoted a great deal of time over the 
past five years to researching 9/11 and writing 
several articles on this topic for Victoria Street 
Newz, I can personally attest to the accuracy of 
Filter’s assertion that critics of the official version 
of 9/11 are often viciously attacked as crazy, 

unpatriotic and anti-American, and sometimes 
even as sympathetic to al Queda and other ter-
rorist groups.

As Filter notes, there is now overwhelming 
evidence that the official Kean-Zelikow version 
of 9/11 is not just a mistake but a deliberate 
fabrication. Contrary to the mind-numbing barrage 
of propaganda we have been fed, Osama bin 
Laden was almost certainly not really the person 
who orchestrated the 9/11 “attacks”.

That becomes abundantly clear to anyone 
who takes the time to study the evidence in an 
honest, open-minded manner. This evidence has 
been clearly set forth in many well-documented 
books by a number of 9/11 researchers such as 
the distinguished American scholar David Ray 
Griffin.

Perhaps the most troubling aspect of all 
concerning 9/11 is how so many people were 
brainwashed and intimidated into accepting the 
official version of 9/11 and are now so confused, 
fearful and ashamed that they refuse to even look 
at the evidence of what really happened that day.

As Filter observes, it is especially disap-
pointing that a lot of left-leaning politicians and 
academics have “headed for the hills”. Many have 
been so afraid of jeopardizing their careers that 
they have willfully turned a blind eye to the truth 
about 9/11, and some have been so desperate 
to show they are “safe” and “respectable” that 
they have even joined in the official attacks on the 
character and patriotism of David Ray Griffin and 
other 9/11 critics.

There is simply no excuse for such 
cowardice. Any true progressive should be 
proud to stand up and publicly recognize the 
clear distinction between genuine patriotic 
heroes like David Ray Griffin and pseudo-
patriotic zeroes like Dick Cheney.

               Gordon Pollard

Minority coalition government is not 
necessarily a negative experience

Purchase of 65 F-35 figher jets must be 
stopped in its tracks

Open letter to 
BC NDP’s leadership candidates

Purpose.pdf 
We asked the leadership candidates the 

following questions:
1. Are you satisfied with the current first-

past-the-post system of electing members 
to the Legislative Assembly?

2. Are there any specific changes that 
you believe would improve the democratic 
process in British Columbia? If so, how 
would you go about making these changes?

We encouraged them to expand on their 
thoughts about the voting system and the 
democratic process if they chose to do so.

We will be posting replies on our face-
book website.  This is most easily found 
using a tiny URL: www.tinyurl.com/FVC-
Greater-Victoria.

            Wendy Bergerud
    President, Fair Vote Canada Victoria Chapter
            FVC email: wendy.bergerud@fairvote.ca

Fair Vote Canada questions candidates

A clear distinction between genuine 
patriotic heros and pseudo patriotic zeros

3 CUPS OF TEA, by D. Relin, PENGUIN
 This is the life story of Greg Mortenson.  Greg, a mountaineer who failed to make the 

top of K2 in Pakistan, was so moved by the plight of the high country people that he has 
spent his life building schools for boys and especially girls there.  The book explains the 
Taliban place in Afghanistan/Pakistan.  

 It is the best book I have ever read and is required reading in 80 universities, and is 
also required reading for senior US military commanders.

     --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Bill Hartley
Insurance 

Services Ltd.
• All types of insurance •

Auto, Home, Business, Boat, Life, Mortgage Cancellation 
& Financial Planning

Office: 250-388-5014   FAX: 250-388-4277
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 (at Douglas and Bay)

OUR READERS WRITE OP/EDS

Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at

olsendj@shaw.ca

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

 from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and 
college/university essay writing. 

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca

Carole James 
MLA

Honoured to serve 
the community of 

Victoria-Beacon Hill
carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca  

250-952-4211

the Liberal Senate Leader Senator Cowan 
rushed upstairs to invite them to his office 
and encouraged them to keep fighting, to 
contact all Conservative Senators urging 
them to let the Bill come to a vote. He sug-
gested the focus be on the Prime Minister 
and Senator Marjorie Lebreton, Conserva-
tive. Senate Leader. The grandmothers did 
so and contacted all Conservative women 
Senators as well.

On Wednesday, March 23, the grand-
mothers waited more than five hours in 
the gallery to witness the debate. Sena-
tor Greene (Cons.) spoke against the Bill, 
citing the same mistruths mouthed by Big 
Pharma for months. Senator Jaffer (Lib.) 
spoke in favour of the Bill. Senator Cari-
gnan (Cons.) moved that the debate be 
adjourned to the next day to allow Senator 
Larry Smith to speak. He had been in the 
Senate but left just before the motion for 
adjournment. The Senate voted to adjourn, 
44 to 36.

On Thursday, March 24, the grand-
mothers again took their seats in the Sen-
ate public gallery. By this time they had 
heard that Minister Tony Clement had sent 
“talking notes” to the Senators declaring 
that “Government members should oppose 
C-393.” So when a vote was called to ad-
journ, it was no surprise that all Conserva-
tives stood for adjournment (Note Senator 
Nancy Ruth was absent.) 

On Friday March 25, the grandmothers 
made their way to the Senate again to be 
told at the door that the Senate broke for 
recess at 1:30 that day because of the non-
confidence vote in the House of Commons. 

Thus Bill C-393 died on the order pa-
pers.

Bohdanna Racette is a member of Grandmoth-
ers to Grandmothers Campaign.

By Bohdanna Racette
On March 9, Bill C-393, a bill that could 

have facilitated access to cheaper drugs to 
people living with AIDS worldwide, passed 
in the House of Commons by a majority of 
61 votes. Supporters included members 
of all parties. Most notable in non-support 
was the entire Conservative Cabinet. 

After years of tireless advocacy on the 
part of the Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign, Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Net-
work, Médecins Sans Frontiers, Dignitas, 
Results Canada and other concerned civil 
society organizations, the Bill had just one 
more hurdle to clear.

Bill C-393 then went to the Senate. The 
Senate had already dealt earlier with a vir-
tually identical bill (Bill S-232) supported on 
both sides of the aisle.  Bill S-232 died on 
the order paper when the Prime Minister 
prorogued Parliament several years ago.

On March 21, 2011, with 35 grand-
mothers in the Senate gallery, Senator 
Sharon Carstairs (Lib.) spoke eloquently 
of Bill C-393, addressing the concerns 
that had been raised by her Conservative 
colleagues. Senator Lowell Murray (PC) 
spoke from the heart, recalling that not that 
long ago an AIDS diagnosis in Canada was 
a death sentence, but with proper medi-
cine, those then given six months to live 
are now enjoying a 20-year anniversary of 
the verdict. But not so in developing coun-
tries around the world. 

In spite of these powerful speeches, an 
adjournment to the next day was moved 
by Senator Greene (Cons.), seconded by 
Senator MacDonald (Cons.) and passed. 

On Tuesday, March 22, about 25 grand-
mothers held a vigil outside on Parliament 
Hill before moving into the Senate public 
gallery. Senator Romeo Dallaire (Lib.), 
Senator Nancy Ruth (Cons.) and Senator 
Cowan, (Lib.) spoke in support of the Bill. 
When the Grandmothers left the gallery, 

The final month of Bill C-393
By Elizabeth Byce

A strong strike mandate is a good anti-
dote to the breath-taking concessions now 
demanded by the Canada Post Corporation 
(CPC).  That is the message of leaders 
of the Canadian Union of Postal Workers 
(CUPW) to their 54,000 members.  

The latest postal strike occurred in 1997.  
Collective agreements signed in 2000, 2003 
and 2007 contained roll backs to sever-
ance entitlements, utilization of sick leave 
benefits, and included introduction of “team 
incentives” that undermine solidarity.

Now, it appears, the union is drawing the 
line -- which may become a mass picket line 
this summer -- and none too soon.

Management demands include the 
following:  the elimination of thousands of 
jobs (by reduction of the internal full-time 
staffing ratio to 72% from 78%, reducing 
full-time positions at wickets, elimination of 
both wash-up periods, and the introduction 
of new mechanized equipment), slashing 
the pay of new hires by nearly 30%t, the 
reduction of vacation leave, a new “cost 
sharing formula” for retirees that  would 
require employees retiring after December 
31, 2011 to pay 100% of the premiums of the 
Extended Health Care Plan instead of 25%, 
limiting the Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) 
to instances when inflation increases by 8% 
or more, the “adjustment” of injury-on-duty 
pay from 100% down to 75%, and no pay 
for short term illness (absences of less than 
seven days).

For the last 15 years CPC has made a 
profit -- an achievement beyond its mandate, 

accomplished on the backs of postal work-
ers and by eroding service to the public. 
The union’s demands at the negotiating 
table include that the profits should be put 
back into Canada Post to improve service 
to everyone and to improve working condi-
tions and wages of the workers that provide 
the services.

CUPW is negotiating to improve service 
at corporate retail counters, to increase the 
door mail delivery, and to introduce postal 
banks in communities that currently have 
post offices but no banking institutions.

Canada Post has not only tried to im-
pose roll backs on its workers, but also 
on all Canadians with the introduction of 
“community mail boxes”, reduction of post 
offices, service disruptions due to inad-
equate staffing, introduction of automation 
which removes a letter carrier’s ability to 
ensure accuracy of delivery, reduction of 
street letter boxes, and so on.

So a lot is at stake in this round of collec-
tive bargaining.  CUPW can revitalize itself 
by mobilizing its members and supporters, 
and return to its proud heritage of class 
struggle.  It can return to the exemplary role 
it played as a militant, democratic union in 
the 1960s through the 1990s.  CUPW can 
show the whole labour movement how to 
stand up to concession demands, as the 
bosses everywhere try to make workers pay 
for the global capitalist crisis.  The fight back 
starts with a strong strike mandate.

 
Elizabeth Byce is a retired postal worker, a former 
30 year activist in the Toronto Local of CUPW.

Just say no to Canada Post demands

The organizers of the “Sharing Our 
Lovestories” event congratulate the winners 
of their love story contest! Rick Juliusson, 
Sheila Hobbs, Laura McGregor, Pauline 
Jackson, Paul C. Ruszel, and Lois Hurst 
submitted a wonderful array of songs, po-
ems, and short stories. 

This event in Maple Bay was a huge 
success! Throughout the day, roughly 250 
community members were brought together. 

“As the guests arrived, they were met 
with sights, smells, tastes to behold, and 
smiling faces,” explained Faizal Charania, 
owner of Depot Dawgs, there on hand to of-
fer his tasty hotdogs   “The air was filled with 
many varieties of music. People danced, 
joked, interacted, and discussed, all in the 
name of love.” 

A local feast was enjoyed by all. Every-
one had their share of Vietnamese Salad 
Rolls from Nha Trang, Irish Soda Buns from 
Celtic Creations, carrots from Providence 
farm, roasted pork from Left Field Farm, 
TeaFarm Tea, and Peak’s Coffee. 

The celebration didn’t stop with food. 
The site was beautifully decorated with giant 
postcards to loved ones made by students 
at Duncan Elementary.  Music by Masimba 
Marimba, Cowichan Spirit Dancers, Cara 
McCandless, Jamyang Yeishi, Moondance, 
and Joseph Foldi filled the air. 

The open mic spoken word session 
hosted by Bill Levity was well received, and 
offered community members young and old 
a chance to share their stories in the most 
creative of ways. 

People were kept entertained with belly 
dancing, tai chi, and laughter yoga lessons. 
Transition Cowichan offered re-skilling 
activities, teaching people how to sew.  A 
live mural, inspired by the stories shared 
throughout the day, was created. The 
festivities ended with a hilarious fairytale 
performance by the Tangles Puppeteers. 

“Bathed in the afterglow of a marvelous 
day, organizers, volunteers, new friends and 
old, mused over newly made memories of 
the day, hoping to repeat them soon,” said 
Charania. 

This event was part of the Cowichan 
Intercultural Society’s “Activating our Stories 
-- Creating our Home” and was funded by 
WelcomeBC. 

The project’s aim was to provide people 
from all walks of life in the Cowichan re-
gion a forum to express their personal life 
anecdotes. 

The hope was to uncover love narra-
tives from home, in the Valley and further 
afield. To reach this goal, a “Sharing Our 
Lovestory Contest” was a large component 
of the event.

Sharing stories allows people to connect 
with their neighbours in a more intimate way. 

The organizers of the event, Judy Staf-
ford, Francoise Moulin, Frank Wall, Chuck 
McCandless, and Trein Cao thanked ev-
eryone who submitted their short stories, 
poems, and music to the contest, and those 
who performed at the event. The talent 
within the Cowichan Valley is astounding. 
With your love stories, you are creating a 
stronger community.

Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331    FAX: 250-384-8381    Email: vlcbc@telus.net
The VLC,  representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area, 

holds its regular monthly meeting the third Wednesday of each month at 7 pm
at the BCGEU Auditorium, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:

Love was in the air in Maple Bay
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Stay tuned for “A Spectacular View of the Future” coming in early June”

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats

Annual General Meeting 
Sunday, June 12, at 2:00 pm

Gordon Head Recreation Centre Bert Richman Pavilion

President’s Open House 
Sunday, July 10, at 2:00 pm

3236 Carman Street

Nomination Meeting
location and time TBA

For further information, call president Keith Todd at 250-598-8039 or
email him at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca.

By Murray Dobbin
I have just come across an article writ-

ten by Stephen Harper and Tom Flanagan 
in 1997 – the year that Harper left politics to 
join the National Citizens Coalition. The ar-
ticle, published in Next City, Winter 1996/97 
was called “Our benign dictatorship” and 
sub-titled: “Canada’s system of one-party-
plus rule has stunted democracy.”

The article is essentially a long treatise 
about the weakness of the first-past-the-post 
electoral system and is a strong argument 
for…wait for it…coalition governments. With 
the Liberals looking to win another majority 
under Jean Chretien, Harper and his Ameri-
can ex-patriot sidekick were attracted to the 
notion of Canada as a Liberal dictatorship:

Harper and Flanagan (later Harper’s 
election campaign co-director) wrote: 

“Although we like to think of ourselves 
as living in a mature democracy, we live, 
instead, in something little better than 
a benign dictatorship, not under a strict 
one-party rule, but under a one-party-plus 
system beset by the factionalism, regional-
ism and cronyism that accompany any such 
system. Our parliamentary government 
creates a concentrated power structure out 
of step with other aspects of society. For 
Canadian democracy to mature, Canadian 
citizens must face these facts, as citizens in 
other countries have, and update our politi-
cal structures to reflect the diverse political 
aspirations of our diverse communities.”

Would the real Stephen Harper please 
stand up. It seems that once he has had a 
taste for power his complaints about dicta-
torship fade away. There is no doubt that 
Chretien could be ruthless in his exercise of 
power – but Harper has rewritten the rules 
on how far executive dictatorship can go in 
this country.

The two men finish their essay with mus-
ings about coalition governments:

jority in the House of Representatives and, 
often, the support of additional parties to get 
legislation through the Senate. In New Zea-
land, which used to have a Canadian-style 
system of concentrated power, the voters 
rebelled against alternating Labour party 
and National party dictatorships: electoral 
reform now ensures coalition cabinets. 

“Many of Canada’s problems stem from 
a winner-take-all style of politics that allows 
governments in Ottawa to impose measures 
abhorred by large areas of the country. The 
political system still reverberates from shock 
waves from Pierre Trudeau’s imposition of 
the National Energy Program upon the West 
and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
upon Quebec. Modernizing Canadian poli-
tics would not only be good for conserva-
tism, it might be the key to Canada’s survival 

By Murray Dobbin
It’s been a long five years for Stephen 

Harper, his gaggle of ex-Reformers and the 
gang of three from Harris-era Ontario — Jim 
Flaherty, John Baird and Tony Clement. 
Long and infuriating, I am sure, because 
for all that time they had to pretend that 
they were a government. They had to 
masquerade as people who believed that 
government could be a force for good. They 
even “stimulated” the economy. They were 
a minority government and the big ticket 
items they really wanted to get their teeth 
into were out of reach.

They couldn’t slash Medicare or gut 
the Canada Health Act. They couldn’t cut 
transfers to the provinces, or further weaken 
EI. They left the public services unions with 
their rights intact. They had to leave educa-
tion alone (more or less). And they didn’t risk 
slashing the civil service they hate so much. 
Even the CBC has been spared (though 
they raised millions from their loyalists at-
tacking it in fundraising letters).

The frustration level, especially for 
Harper, must have been almost unbearable. 
Remember, this is a man who got so frustrat-
ed being in Opposition as right-hand man to 
Preston Manning that he bolted from politics 
altogether. The place he chose to cleanse 
himself after all those years having to play 
the democrat was the National Citizens Co-
alition, by a big margin the most right-wing 
organization on the national scene. He said 
he was glad to be out of politics so he could 
say what he really thought.

Harper was hoping for revenge in the 
last election and blew it by attacking culture. 
He’s eager for another try, making Jack Lay-
ton an offer he had to refuse. And if you want 
to see what real revenge looks like, give this 
crowd a majority and they will unleash the 
most destructive, nation-changing blitzkrieg 
in living memory. I can still remember the 
night that Brian Mulroney won the historic 
free trade election 1988. It was devastating. 
But Mulroney was a kindergarten teacher 
compared to Stephen Harper. Free trade 
started us down the road to Americanization. 
Harper will take us to the end of that road 
and beyond.

He never mellowed
Every once in a while, some right-wing 

pundit will opine (hoping to lull us) that 
Harper has actually gotten accustomed to 
governing, that his hard edges have been 
worn down by the day to day responsibility of 
running a country. It’s a ruse. If you believe 
that, then perhaps you would like to have a 
look at this bridge I have for sale.

There is nothing to suggest that Harper 
has mellowed. He is still the past-president 
of the National Citizens Coalition and that 
is where his heart and mind remain. He will 
apply its slogan “More freedom through less 
government” with an efficient and ruthless 
dedication.

Harper’s “governing” style has done 
more to put our arcane and anti-democratic 
voting system under a spotlight, and a solid 
majority of Canadians now support a propor-
tional representation system of voting. Our 
first-past-the-post voting system combined 
with cabinet government has always been 
vulnerable to executive dictatorship. But no 
one really imagined what that could look like 
until Harper took the reins.

What would happen with a Harper ma-
jority? That dictatorship description would 
look more and more real and less and less 
hyperbole.

One of the few checks on Harper’s 
power has been the parliamentary commit-
tee structure, where the Opposition — which 
controlled the committees through their 
numerical majority — could do far more 
than they could in the House of Commons: 
deciding what issues would be investigated, 
calling witnesses (and even subpoenaing 
them), demanding documents and shin-
ing the public eye on otherwise secretive 
workings. The committees infuriated Harper 
the control-freak, to the point where he 
produced a book of dirty tricks for his MPs 
to use to scuttle their work.

With a majority, all of that will end. The 
committees will be effectively shut down. 
The Conservative majority will decide what’s 
discussed, who testifies and what docu-
ments are asked for. There will be no Afghan 
detainee scandal, because the relevant 
committee (if it still exists) won’t be asking 
for any embarrassing documents.

Forever funded, and closed off
One of the few positive legacies of the 

Chretien era was the banning of corporate 
(and union) donations to political parties and 
the public funding of those parties through 
a formula based on the number of votes 
received in the last election. That would be 
one of the first things to go under a Harper 
majority. The Conservatives’ superior fund-
raising machine (and its extremely dedicated 
Christian funding base) will mean that the 
Conservatives will be able to outspend the 
other parties for the foreseeable future 
— and be able to campaign year round 
between elections.

For all his talk about Senate reform, it 
is extremely unlikely that it will ever hap-
pen now that Harper has shovelled a truck 
load of hyper-partisan neo-cons into the red 
chamber. The body of sober second thought 
has already showed its hand by making 
the almost unprecedented move of killing a 
climate change bill with no committee hear-
ing or debate, a bill passed by the House 
of Commons. There will be nothing in the 
previously-august chamber to slow down 
anything coming from a majority Harper 
government.

Numerous critics, including government 
agencies, have been extremely critical of the 
government’s handling of Access to Informa-
tion requests. In July 2009, Sebastien Togn-
eri, then director of parliamentary affairs for 
Public Works Minister Christian Paradis, 
ordered civil servants to “unrelease” docu-
ments already released under the act. There 
is widespread belief that such orders are 
actually routine. With a majority government, 
information could dry up completely.

Groups with charitable status — en-
vironmental organizations, anti-poverty 
groups, progressive think-tanks, women’s 
organizations — cannot spend more than 10 
percent of their staff time on advocacy activ-
ity on pain of possibly losing their charitable 
status. Before the last election, many of 
these groups received warning letters about 
participating in any way in the election. It is 
a virtual certainty that Harper will toughen 
up rules regulating civil society groups. They 
could apply the defunding strategy applied to 
women’s groups and international develop-
ment organizations to every sector, includ-
ing First Nations organizations. CIDA — of 

KAIROS and Bev Oda fame — will simply 
become a blunt instrument of Harper’s ex-
tremist foreign policy.

The various watch-dog agencies, many 
of them already effectively silenced by the 
appointment of weak and compliant direc-
tors, will see their work further emasculated 
by the rewriting of legislation, budget slash-
ing, withholding of information and more 
intimidation. Watch kittens.

This one really counts
Harper doesn’t have to do much about 

the fifth estate, as the media has been large-
ly quiescent over the past five years, virtually 
never drawing the obvious conclusion from 
all the individual scandals and abuses of 
power: that we have a rogue government 
run by a sociopathic, hateful prime minister 
who has deliberately poisoned our demo-
cratic system. There’s just one thing left to 
do and it is both substantive and symbolic: 
get rid of the CBC.

With a majority government, and a 
senate full of Conservative hacks willing to 
throw democratic convention out the door, 
one of the few institutions left that can 
serve as a check on executive power are 
the courts. Harper has already replaced 
hundreds of 1,100 federal judges who 
sit on superior and appeal courts in each 
province, as well as the Federal Court, and 
the Federal Court of Appeal. Many, though 
not all, were small or large C conservatives. 
After all, it was a minority government. But 
by the end of this year, the Supreme Court 
of Canada, which Harper has accused of 
being “too left-leaning,” will see eight of its 
nine judges eligible for retirement, leaving 
a Harper majority free to replace them with 
the most conservative candidates it can find.

And that’s just his plans for democracy. 
Be very afraid. And then drop everything, 
learn about Harper (here and here), work on 
the election, open your cheque book, talk to 
your friends and colleagues, insist that they 
pay attention — and vote. Tell them if they 
don’t, they’ll be responsible for the resulting 
dictatorship and the end of the country as 
we know it.

This article appeared on Murray Dobbin’s blog 
March 28. View the article and others at http://
murraydobbin.ca/

Contemplating the unthinkable Harper majority 

“We are conservatives, and it is not our 
place to speculate at length about what the 
left could or should do. Yet voters on the left 
are as much entitled as voters on the right 
to effective elected representation. Electoral 
reform might well revive the left. It could, for 
example, lead to cooperation between the 
NDP and the left-leaning wing of the Liber-
als, perhaps producing a national social 
democratic vehicle with a genuine chance 
of governing, or at least participating in a 
coalition cabinet.

“Of course, none of this can be foretold 
in detail; political change always produces 
unexpected and surprising consequences. 
But we believe there is good reason to 
think seriously along these lines. In today’s 
democratic societies, organizations share 
power. Corporations, churches, universities, 
hospitals, even public sector bureaucracies 
make decisions through consultation, com-
mittees and consensus-building techniques. 
Only in politics do we still entrust power to 
a single faction expected to prevail every 
time over the opposition by sheer force of 
numbers. Even more anachronistically, we 
persist in structuring the governing team 
like a military regiment under a single com-
mander with almost total power to appoint, 
discipline and expel subordinates. 

“Among major democracies, only Great 
Britain so ruthlessly concentrates power. In 
the United States, President Clinton can-
not govern without making concessions to 
the Republicans in Congress. In Germany, 
Chancellor Kohl needs to keep the sup-
port not only of the CSU but of the Free 
Democrats. In France, the presidency and 
the national assembly are often controlled 
by different party coalitions. In most of the 
rest of Europe, proportional representation 
ensures that coalition governments routinely 
form cabinets. In Australia, the Liberal prime 
minister needs the National Party for a ma-

as a nation.”
It is hard to credit that Stephen Harper 

actually wrote this article given his extreme 
concentration of power in the PMO and his 
countless violations of democracy. The ex-
planation? Mr Harper’s severe personality 
disorder. His malignant narcissism was held 
in check so long as he didn’t actually have 
power. But once he achieved it his will to 
dominate, his contempt for others, and his 
incapacity for remorse gradually came to 
dominate his government. 

It has gotten worse over the past five 
years and can only continue on that track 
the longer he is in charge.

This article was posted on Murray Dobbin’s blog 
April 2, 2011. Readers can find this and other 
articles at http://murraydobbin.ca/

Stephen Harper on “Our benign dictatorship” 
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By Jean Crowder
People looking to Parliament for tangible 

results had a lot to celebrate recently — the 
NDP’s Medicine for All bill passed the final 
vote in the House of Commons.

Bill C-393 will ensure that life-saving 
medicines reach those who need them most 
in the world’s poorest nations. Each day, 
16,000 people die in the developing world 
from treatable illnesses like TB, malaria and 
HIV/AIDS. 

By simplifying the export of cheap, 
generic, antiretroviral drugs this bill could 
turn the tide. C-393 fixes Canada’s stalled 
Access to Medicines Regime. On paper, it 
allows generic producers to create low-cost 
versions of brand-name drugs for develop-
ing countries.

However, due to the regime’s onerous 
pre-order licensing process, just one drug 
order has been shipped since it launched 
in 2004.

Bill C-393 fixes that fatal flaw with a 
“one-licence solution”. And best of all, this 
bill is a win-win for everyone involved. 

Brand-name companies will receive roy-
alties for their intellectual property, generic 
drug companies increase their capacity 
and employment, Canada follows through 
on our international commitments to make 

affordable medicines available in developing 
countries, thousands of lives will be saved 
and none of it costs Canadian taxpayers 
a dime.

I want to thank the local grandmothers 
groups for their tenacious lobbying on this 
important issue. Without the Grandmothers 
to Grandmothers campaign and the leader-
ship of the Stephen Lewis Foundation we 
might not have had the votes to win. 

But as it turned out, the NDP and Bloc 
voted unanimously in support of our bill, the 
majority of Liberals voted in favour and even 
a few Conservatives supported its passage.

Now the bill is off to the Senate. I would 
encourage everyone to redouble their lob-
bying efforts. 

Last fall, the appointed Senate killed 
the NDP’s Climate Change Accountability 
Act after it was passed in the democratically 
elected House of Commons.

Let’s make sure that the Senate doesn’t 
flout democracy twice.

Rarely do we, as individuals, have such 
personal power to save millions of lives. 
Let’s use that power now. It’s literally a mat-
ter of life and death.

Jean Crowder was MP for Nanaimo-Cowichan in 
the last Parliament.

Jean Crowder, MP for Nanaimo-Cowichan in the last Parliament, recently met with 
(R) Chief Mike Dubé, Deputy Chief of Port Moody Fire Department and Allan Peters 
, president of the Atlantic Aboriginal Firefighters Association to talk about the chal-
lenges facing firefighters today.

NDP’s Medicine for All  bill passes in 
House with help  of all parties

Randall Garrison, NDP candidate in the federal riding of Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca, 
is honoured to have his friend and neighbour Dave Barrett sign his nomination 
papers, a great start to the campaign. Barrett’s wife Shirley also signed the papers.

By Chris Gainor
Saanich-Gulf Islands federal New 

Democrats are ready for the federal election 
campaign after hearing from Deputy Leader 
and MP Libby Davies that the departure 
of top Conservative ministers shows that 
Stephen Harper’s government is seriously 

weakened. They were attending the Annual 
General Meeting of the riding held March 13, 
at the Queenwood Room in the University 
of Victoria’s Cadboro Commons.

Davies, the Member of Parliament for 
Vancouver East, told the meeting that the re-
tirements of Conservative cabinet ministers, 
Treasury Board president Stockwell Day 

and Transport Minister Chuck Strahl, are 
just the latest in a long line of departures 
from the Harper government.

“We will soon have a federal elec-
tion, and in Saanich and the Islands, 
the NDP has a very strong candidate 
who I am proud to support, Edith Loring-
Kuhanga,” Davies said.

Loring-Kuhanga, a Saanich school 
trustee and entrepreneur who was se-
lected last year as the NDP candidate for 
Saanich and the Islands, said she has a 
strong campaign team, and she is ready 
to stand up for working Canadians in the 
upcoming federal election campaign.

“As someone who calls Saanich 
home, I want to make sure that the con-
cerns of my friends and neighbours are 
represented in Ottawa, especially our 
desire for action on climate change and 
protection of our coast from oil tankers,” 
Loring-Kuhanga said.

More than 50 New Democrats at-
tended the meeting, which was also 
addressed by Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca 
NDP candidate Randall Garrison. 

Jack Greenwell was elected as the 
new president of the Saanich and the 
Islands federal NDP.

Davies and Loring-Kuhanga fire up 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats

NDP Deputy Leader in the last Parliament, Libby Davies (L) shares a moment with 
Edith Loring-Kuhunga, NDP candidate in the federal riding of Saanich-Gulf Islands, 
at the SGI NDP’s Annual General Meeting.

Michele Murphy photo

107 Nicol Street, Nanaimo | 250-591-1530
139 Station Street, Duncan | 250-597-1820
JeanCrowder.ndp.ca | JeanCrowder@ndp.ca

Jean Crowder FOR NANAIMO–COWICHAN

LEADERSHIP
THIS IS CANADIAN

Paid and authorized by the official agent for the candidate.
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By Denise Savoie
For the last five years I’ve proudly 

represented our community’s values and 
interests in the Canadian Parliament, as I 
did for years before on City Council and as 
an involved citizen.

As MP I’ve vigorously opposed the 
Conservative government when its policies 
conflict with the interests of our community 
– as they very often do.

But I’ve also worked collaboratively with 
individual government ministers when it’s 
possible.

 I’ve stood against the government’s 
fast-tracked approval of the mega-yacht 
marina, but I also helped secure the largest 
single federal infrastructure investment in 
Victoria’s history.

 I’ve helped thousands of constituents 
get fair treatment from the federal govern-
ment, and I’ve sponsored legislation to build 
affordable housing, improve transit, protect 
health and the environment, help parents 
access quality child care and help students 
graduate without massive debt.

 I’m running for re-election because I’m 
seeing our Canada as we know it slipping 
away, and I want to protect it.

 
A dignified and comfortable retirement 
for all

First, I want to strengthen Canada’s 
public pension system and secure a more 
comfortable retirement for Canada’s se-
niors. I hear an awful lot of lip service paid 
to seniors. We recognize all that they have 
contributed to making Canada what it is 
today.

But words like “respect” and “dignity” 
ring hollow when a quarter-million Canadian 
seniors live below the poverty line.

Liberal and Conservative governments 
have pushed private, for-profit savings 
schemes where bankers and investment 
benefit, instead of strengthening the public 
pension system that is still the most reliable 
way to save for retirement.

New Democrats have a plan to “make 
poverty history” for seniors, for a fraction of 
the cost of the Liberals’ and Conservatives’ 
annual corporate tax break. And we have a 
plan to boost the CPP so that today’s work-
ers can have a more secure retirement at 
a lower cost.

As MP I’ve hosted public meetings to 
hear seniors’ concerns and feedback on 
options for pension reform, and I’ve held 
clinics to ensure that seniors are getting the 
benefits to which they are entitled.

The Conservatives’ approach is to ap-
point a seniors’ minister to pay more lip 
service, and to offer a small fraction of the 
help that’s needed. They say we can’t afford 
to do more. But it’s a matter of priorities.

Housing and homelessness
I’m proud of the remarkable effort that 

our community’s private, public and non-
profit sectors have invested in developing 
and implementing solutions to homeless-
ness. But cities can’t tackle the crisis in 
affordable housing alone.

As MP, I’ve applied constant pressure 
on the federal government to include af-
fordable housing in stimulus infrastructure 
funding and renewing the Homelessness 
Partnering Strategy.

I’ve developed and sponsored legisla-

tion to stimulate private investment in af-
fordable housing, and to allocate $2 billion 
in unused Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation surplus to affordable housing 
projects.

I’ve supported the NDP’s National Hous-
ing Strategy, which requires the federal 
government to lead a joint provincial-mu-
nicipal-aboriginal effort to address Canada’s 
housing crisis, and ensure that no Canadian 
must choose paying the rent or putting food 
on the table.

We can eradicate homelessness in our 
community and in our country, for a fraction 
of the cost of the Liberals’ and Conserva-
tives’ annual corporate tax breaks.

Environment
In Victoria we know the value of our natu-

ral environment. We treasure our precious 
ocean waters, our parks, and our green 
spaces. Organic agriculture is thriving in our 
region. We do our best to tread lightly on our 
planet, for the benefit of our grandchildren.

As MP I mounted a three-year campaign 
to ban tanker traffic off the BC Coast, and 
last year Parliament passed a motion affirm-
ing the informal tanker ban that Conserva-
tives denied and Liberals said was sufficient.

I’ve sponsored legislation to ban the 
non-essential use of cosmetic pesticides, to 
legally protect the green space around the 
Juan de Fuca Trail, and to reward transit, 
carpool and cycle commuters by making 
employer-provided green commuter ben-
efits tax-free.

I’ve fought alongside a remarkable 
community alliance to halt the secretive, 
fast-tracked federal approval of the mega-
yacht marina project, and pushed Transport 
Canada to make Victoria Harbour safer by 
finally regulating the water airport after a 
decade-long delay.

As Assistant Deputy Speaker, I brought 
MPs from all parties together with national 
scientists for workshops on a federal climate 
change strategy. I’ve shamelessly promoted 
the local economic and environmental 
benefits of green business and technology.

I’m running for re-election because our 
community needs a green MP in more than 
name.

Economic policy – tax fair and spend 
smart

In this election I want to challenge 
the myths about New Democrats on the 
economy and fiscal responsibility. You hear 
the misleading term “tax and spend”, which 
I would argue better defines the Conserva-
tives’ HST debacle, mega-prison project and 
$40 billion deficit.

The difference is that the NDP prefers 
“tax fair and spend smart”.

Across Canada, NDP provincial govern-
ments have a superior record of posting 
balanced budgets, compared with Liberal 
and Conservative provincial and federal 
governments. Think Trudeau, Mulroney, 
and now Harper.

“Tax fair” means making wealthy indi-
viduals and corporations pay their share, 
by closing tax havens and loopholes that 
allow the richest 1% to pay a lower effective 
tax rate than middle-class families, cutting 
subsidies for dirty industries and stopping 
corporate tax giveaways that aren’t condi-
tional on investment or job creation.

“Spend smart” means investing in our 
cities, the green economy, an educated 
workforce, public transit, and preventive 
approaches to health, crime and poverty 
– not untendered fighter jet contracts and 
mega-prisons. It means economic policy 
that creates good local jobs and supports 
local businesses.

As MP, I’ve constantly pointed out that 
as federal corporate tax rates have gone 
down over the last decade, our property 
taxes in the CRD have gone up. So have our 
bus fares. And our health care premiums. 
And our tuition fees. That’s not fair.

It’s time that our federal government 
start taxing fair and spending smart.

Investing in communities and families 
When I was a Victoria City Councillor, 

and now as Victoria’s Member of Parlia-
ment, I’ve always focused on the needs and 
interests of my community and its residents.

Through my town hall meetings, door-
knocking days, and meetings in my office, 
I’ve heard that the priorities of my constitu-
ents revolve generally around smart invest-
ment in communities and families. I hear 
that we’ve had enough of poorly-targeted 
spending based on Ottawa’s priorities and 
timelines.

So I’ve worked with various government 
ministers to ensure our community’s priori-
ties are known. That’s how we secured the 

largest federal infrastructure investment in 
Victoria’s history, for the Johnson Street 
Bridge no matter which option Victoria 
chose.

I’ve also worked to shift Ottawa’s priori-
ties toward investing in families, to make life 
more affordable. That’s the commitment of 
New Democrats for the next Parliament.

We’d start by investing in making our 
cherished public health care system more 
efficient and viable – ensuring that every Ca-
nadian has access to primary care, focusing 
on prevention, and prioritizing cost-effective, 
patient-centred options like home care.

We’d ensure that college and university 
education is accessible to every qualified 
student without a crippling debt load on 
graduation.

And we’d finally help families access 
high-quality, affordable child care and early 
learning opportunities for their children to 
thrive.

Conservatives say we can’t afford it. 
Because they have other priorities.

It’s time to tell Conservatives that their 
priorities are not Victoria’s priorities, by 
electing a New Democrat. On May 2, I’m 
running for reelection so we can continue 
to work together for a just, prosperous and 
sustainable Canada.

Denise Savoie was MP for Victoria in the last 
Parliament.

Paid for and authorized by the Official Agent for the candidate.

Randall Garrison  
Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca
Campaign Office 1006 Craigflower Rd
250-590-7160 | randallgarrison@ndp.ca

To Help Elect Randall: 
 •  call us or drop into the office 
 •  “like” Randall on facebook
 •  “follow” Randall on twitter
 •  check www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

Denise Savoie kicks off her reelection campaign in front of a batch of lawn signs 
ready for distribution to supporters, before heading out door knocking.

Savoie explains why she’s running for reelection to Parliament

Help re-elect 
Denise Savoie 

in Victoria, May 2

WORKING FOR OUR COMMUNITY
RESPECTED IN PARLIAMENT

#103a - 1420 Quadra St. 250-590-4280 www.denisesavoie.ndp.ca

Authorized by the official agent for the candidate

You can’t beat the Black Ball Coho ferry 
to Port Angeles.  The seats excel in comfort 
and there are bench seats which you can 
lie down on if there are not too many pas-
sengers.  

Our BC ferries should be so comfort-
able!

 The ferry makes it possible to drive up 
to Hurricane Ridge, where the snow this 
March 21 was 25 feet high on each side 
of the road.  

Heading east to Squim of the famous 
free radio ancient songs, we drove around 
the wild game farm.  There were at least half 
a dozen grizzlies and one rhino.  

 At Port Townsend of the ancient red 
brick buildings, we stayed at the famed 
Palace Hotel.  Built in 1899, the beautifully 
designed edifice has a beautiful central 
lobby on its 3rd floor.  

It was used as the meeting place for 
prostitutes and their customers at a time 
when the Palace was briefly a house of 
ill fame.  In memory of this illicit past the 
rooms each bear the name of one of the 
girls.

 The owners have carefully preserved 
the Victorian designs, even to the 14-foot 
ceilings.

                      --Ron MacIsaac

Blackball Ferry makes for a 
great trip to Port Angeles
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Juan de Fuca New Democrats

Keep in touch!
You can reach President Heather Gropp 

by email at goliard86@shaw.ca

Saanich North and the Islands 
New Democrats

Stay in touch!
You can reach your president Gary Holman 

by phone at 250-653-2042 or 

Cowichan Valley New Democrats 

  please stay in touch 
by mail to PO Box 102, Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0

or by phone: 250-701-4980

All members are welcome at our meetings

By Rob Fleming 
It’s been 100 years since Strathcona 

Park on Vancouver Island became British 
Columbia’s first provincial park and marked 
the beginning of the development of our 
province’s world class parks system. 

 The centenary of BC Parks should be 
cause for celebration and a source of great 
pride, but after a decade of BC Liberal 
cuts our parks are neglected -- improperly 
staffed, poorly maintained and adrift without 
visionary planning to guide a bright and 
sustainable future.

 While our province enjoys the high-
est percentage of land base protected in 
Canada and was recognized in the 1990s 
as the first UN jurisdiction to preserve over 
12 percent of our land base, we now risk 
failing to properly conserve our parks and 
protected areas for future generations. Most 
of the problems are related to underfunding 
and stalled parks planning. We simply don’t 
have enough scientists, conservation offi-
cers and park rangers on the ground doing 
work that needs to be done. Today, Alberta 
invests seven times more per capita in their 
parks system than BC does.

 Ten years ago, one of the first acts of 
the new BC Liberal government was to 
abolish the environment ministry altogether. 
After folding parks into the newly created 
Ministry of Water, Land and Air, hundreds 
of scientists, conservation officers and other 
staff critical to maintaining and protecting 
our parks were sacked. By 2004, the BC 
Liberals had eliminated almost 400 of these 
jobs, and had cut the ministry workforce 
by 30 percent. The highly successful Park 
Extension Program, which coordinated park 
volunteers, was disbanded.

 Our new premier Christy Clark was 
deputy-premier when decisions were made 
to fire public servants that study, manage 
and protect our parks. She was a senior 
minister when the BC Liberal government 
changed the Parks and Protected Areas 
Statutes Act to downgrade measures to 
protect ecological integrity and allow oil and 
gas exploration and development within 
park boundaries.

 Although Premier Clark in 2011 now 
promises to “eliminate fees in provincial 
parks to encourage families to explore 
BC parks”, she was at the cabinet table 
when the BC Liberal government priced 

out families from our parks with new and 
increased user fees. High user fees are this 
government’s legacy for BC Parks, a legacy 
measured by the declining number of annual 
visitors to our parks.

 The funding cuts she supported started 
a decade of neglect at a time when the 
economy was growing. These deep cuts 
are today manifested in the dozens of park 
closures and reduced seasons, countless 
closed trails, decaying infrastructure, and 
the elimination of provincial park interpretive 
services for our children and grandchildren 
to explore and appreciate nature. 

 It speaks volumes that this government 
now spends as much on political spin and 
PR through its Public Affairs Bureau as it 
does on maintaining our entire 14 million 
hectares of provincial parks and protected 
areas. Especially when BC’s Auditor Gen-
eral reports that fewer than half of all Class A 
parks and only one-quarter of all ecological 
reserves have either a management plan or 
management direction statement. 

 Our parks are an irreplaceable treasure 
of North America’s biodiversity and an eco-
nomic boon to every region of our province. 
Every dollar we invest on our parks has 
a multiplier effect of tenfold, creating and 
sustaining jobs and opportunities in parts of 
our province that need them badly. 

 There are many areas of our province 
where protection of habitat and species at 
risk of extinction is inadequate. Enacting 
species at risk legislation is a necessary 
step towards protecting our parks forever. 
We should also consider adding parks des-
ignation to ecologically significant areas like 
Flathead Valley, South Okanagan and the 
threatened coastal Douglas fir ecosystems 
to meet our goal of protecting each one of 
the ecosystems found in our ecologically 
rich province.

 As we celebrate the 100-year anniver-
sary of our park system, we should reflect 
on how protecting our environment pays 
social, economic and cultural dividends. 
As our land base adapts to a changing 
climate, British Columbia cannot continue 
to underfund our parks if we aspire to have 
the best parks system in North America for 
the next century. 

 
Rob Fleming is New Democrat environment critic.

C o w i c h a n  Va l l e y  i s  r e a d y 
t o  g r o w  a  G r e e n  C o m m u n i t y !

For over 10 years, Cowichan Green 
Community (CGC) has existed to make their 
home a more sustainable place to eat, live, 
work, and play. From community gardens 
and school lunch programs, to inspiring guest 
speakers and educational workshops, CGC 
has been working to create positive change 
in their community, one action at a time. 

To showcase their successes of the 
past and their directions for the future, the 
CGC hosted a Growing Community Donor 
Breakfast Thursday, March 4. Around 40 
people ranging from politicians to farmers to 
professors attended. Because of everyone’s 
generous support, CGC raised over five 
thousand dollars! The solidarity in the Co-
wichan Valley and this community’s passion 
for a greener future was clearly displayed. 

Janet Martinez, owner of Excellent 

Frameworks, attended the breakfast. 
She says that, “CGC is the ‘go to’ place 
for the most comprehensive information 
on sustainability. I was surprised to learn 
how much information and how involved 
the CGC is with community gardens and 
the Victory Garden concept in our area. 
Impressed with CGC, I have pledged to 
support them monthly. I want to live in a 
‘green’ community and CGC is the key.”

CGC would like to give a heartfelt thank 
you to all of their supporters, and to remind 
everyone that the progressive actions they 
make are only made possible with the support 
of everyday citizens within the community. 

For more information or if you are 
interested in donating, please contact 
Hannah with the Cowichan Green Com-
munity at 250-748-8506 or email her at: 
hannah@cowichangreencommunity.org.

Cowichan Valley is ready to 
grow a Green Community!

Possible break up of BC Hydro 
being kept under wraps
BC Hydro documents filed in mid-March at the BC Utilities 
Commission fail to highlight major shake-up 

A major restructuring may be un-
derway at BC Hydro that could result 
in the crown corporation being broken 
up into several different entities, ac-
cording to information obtained by the 
Canadian Office and Professional Em-
ployees Union, Local 378 (COPE 378).

 BC Hydro and its outsourced arm, Ac-
centure, have told COPE 378 that a ma-
jor restructuring is under way at Hydro 
that could result in further fracturing of BC 
Hydro through multiple outsourcing agree-
ments. Under this restructuring, a new se-
ries of outsourcing contracts may be hand-
ed out and Accenture, which currently has 
the contract for about one third of BC Hy-
dro’s privatized operations, could be gone.

 However, details about the restructuring 
-- called the Long Term Sourcing Strategy, or 
LTSS -- are completely absent from Hydro’s 
Rate Increase Application, which was just 
filed with the BC Utilities Commission. 

Changes of this magnitude, which 
could significantly impact upon hydro 
rates, the number of people employed 
at BC Hydro and its contractors, and the 
number of jobs located in BC, are rou-
tinely documented in filings such as these 
at the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC).

 “Accenture first told us about the big 
shake up at Hydro because they said they 
were fearful of losing the lucrative out-
sourcing contract they currently hold,” said 
COPE 378 vice president, Gwenne Far-
rell. “Since then we’ve had confirmation 
directly from BC Hydro that this restructur-
ing is indeed underway, and our next step 
was to look for details in the BCUC filings.”

 Farrell noted that the anticipated re-
structuring is three times the scale of 

the 2003 Accenture outsourcing plan. 
Farrell further advocated that decisions 
which could so profoundly impact upon 
Hydro rates, or result in huge job losses, 
should be brought under the scrutiny of 
the BCUC as a major change to the utility. 

 “The BC Liberal government has 
sought to neuter the BCUC and re-
move huge decisions like this from the 
public eye,” said Farrell. “But we may 
well see BC Hydro  split    into  three 
or more pieces, cus-tomers could be 
severely impacted, rates could go even 
higher, and hundreds, maybe thousands 
of workers will certainly be affected.”  

 “It is unacceptable that BC Hydro 
even entertain these changes with-
out engaging its customers who rely 
on BC Hydro every day, the BCUC, 
and their workers,” Farrell added.

 As intervenors at the BCUC, COPE 
378 has written to the Commission re-
questing they compel BC Hydro to file 
additional information with details of its 
Long Term Sourcing Strategy (LTSS) 
and how it will impact Hydro operations.  

Some of the details of the LTSS 
obtained by COPE 378 are in the 
BC Hydro discussion document. 

 The original outsourcing agreement with 
Accenture was the subject of a long hearing 
application at the BCUC to ensure minimum 
impact to customers and the workforce. 

COPE 378 represents work-
ers at BC Hydro, Accenture and 
throughout BC’s energy industry.

BC Liberal cuts nothing to celebrate 
on BC Parks centenary

WHITE WATER DEVILS, by J. Boudreau, CAITLIN PRESS
 This is the 5th Boudreau collection of northern BC ad-venture stories.  Reading them 

is the safe way of being scared stiff.  Better than the wild risks taken by the water lovers 
whose derring-do he recounts. 

A highlight is the tale of Russ Logan who does not shrink from swimming through 86 
feet of 36-inch pipe below the river bottom.

VOICES FROM THE SOUND, Chronicles of Clayquot Sound and Tofino 1899-1929, 
SALAL BOOKS

 This is a marvellous book about a marvellous area of the West coast.  Fascinating to 
read of the days gone by, of whaling, sealing, fur trading, and religious competition. The 
names of the early characters have not died.  Their descendants can be met today and 
often read about. 

 It is a big, heavy book, and should have been in two or more volumes. But while reading 
it, I did not have to go to the gym for my daily workout.          --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Maurine Karagianis, MLA
Esquimalt-Royal Roads

Standing Up for Our Community

Constituency Office:
A5 – 100 Aldersmith Place
View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8

E-mail: maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca
Web site: www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Phone: 250-479-8326

The Victoria Coalition Against Poverty 
(VCAP) has criticized the City of Victoria’s 
announcement that it will spend $510,000 
to pave the Pandora 900-block boulevard, 
build a pathway and install lighting. The 
Pandora boulevard is known as a gathering 
place for many members of Victoria’s street 
community.

“We think this expenditure is not only 
a waste of public funds, but an explicit at-
tempt to eliminate people living in poverty 
from public view”, said VCAP spokesperson 
Jody Franklin.

VCAP recently conducted a survey of 
almost 100 street-involved people about 
their visions, hopes and ideas for the Pan-
dora 900-block. The report indicates that 
the city’s most marginalized and vulnerable 
residents, who spend much of their time in 

VICTORIA -- Twenty-eight organizations 
released a joint letter March 17 calling for 
a rigorous environmental assessment of 
the proposed Raven Underground Coal 
Mine, complete with a broad-based public 
consultation process.  

The letter was prompted by the expected 
mid-spring release of the Application Infor-
mation Requirements (AIR) – a major part 
of Compliance Energy’s bid to establish coal 
mining operations on Vancouver Island. 

“This proposed mine puts at risk many of 
the things that Vancouver Islanders value, 
such as our productive salmon runs, tourism 
base, and the Baynes Sound shellfish indus-
try,” said John Snyder of CoalWatch. “There 
have been overwhelming concerns regard-
ing the project, and it is imperative that the 
environmental assessment process creates 
space for meaningful public dialogue.”

In an unusual move, government rep-
resentatives travelled to hold meetings in 
both Courtenay and Port Alberni, asking for 
input in the structure of the upcoming public 
comment period for the Raven Underground 
Coal Mine. While many groups were invited 
to attend, some were also notable by their 
absence.

 “We are concerned that many com-
munity organizations in Port Alberni were 
not invited to the meeting. This selectivity 
prompted us to help draft the letter, which 
has been signed by 28 groups on both sides 
of the Hump, and has been sent to senior 
government members,” said Maggie Pa-
quet, a director of the Citizens’ Stewardship 

By Alyssa Loucks
Learning Initiatives for Rural and North-

ern BC offered their second free workshop, 
Making Space for Everyone: Toward an 
Accessible Community, at the Duncan Fire 
Hall February 3. The workshop was hosted 
by the Cowichan Green Community and 
was facilitated by speaker Emese Szucs 
from The Social Planning and Research 
Council of BC. 

The four-hour workshop focused on the 
many issues of limited accessibility in dif-
ferent communities, and what can be done 
to minimize those barriers. People from all 
over the Cowichan Valley came together 
and shared their ideas about making thjeirr 
community more inclusive. 

In addition to viewing a detailed slide 
presentation, the participants of the LIRN 
workshop were engaged in an intriguing 
discussion, led by Szcus, and collaborated 
their various concerns, thoughts and plans 
to make the Valley more accessible. 

One participant pointed out, “There 
has to be an alternative that is friendly for 
everybody.”  Another stated, “We need to be 

more active in outreach, because there 
are not enough people getting involved. 
We need to make sure everyone is 
aware that EVERYONE is invited. We 
need to start building relationships with 
everyone. We need to be more focused 
on going to those people and asking for 
their feedback and participation.” 

The workshop also offered a complimen-
tary lunch featuring local farm-fresh food 
catered by the Cowichan Green Community 
Catering Team. 

The day was a success and left those 
in attendance inspired to do more to make 
the Cowichan Valley a better place to live 
for everyone.

For further information about Co-
wichan Green Community write info@
c o w i c h a n g r e e n c o m m u n i t y . o r g . 

Workshop on limited accessibility and 
minimizing barriers held in Duncan

Anti-poverty group criticizes 
new plan to pave Pandora Green
Victoria Coalition Against Poverty condemns City of Victoria plans to spend 
$510,000 on Pandora “facelift” instead of addressing poverty

an under-serviced area, were completely 
excluded from decisions on Pandora Green.

“The city has shown that the only people 
whose voices are heard are those who own 
property,” stated Franklin.

“The people we spoke with in our re-
search wanted restrooms, essentially sup-
port services, harm reduction services and 
green-space on the Pandora boulevard,” 
said VCAP spokesperson Tamara Herman. 
“If the city, together with the province and 
the federal government, actually prioritized 
responding to the needs of people living in 
extreme poverty, we wouldn’t be spending 
half a million dollars on paving Pandora 
Green.”

To read the “Peoples’ Plan for Pandora”, go to 
http://vcapvictoria.wordpress.com/the-peoples-
plan-for-pandora/

Coalition in Port Alberni. 
“The repercussions to public health and 

fisheries, among just two important is-
sues, that we could face if we became a 
coal port town are major concerns. And 
imagine what would happen if we had two 
small mountains of coal in the harbour and 
another tsunami came up the Inlet.”

The letter makes a series of recommen-
dations to remove barriers to participation 
in the public comment process, including 
improving systems for submitting and track-
ing comments, and for a full schedule of five 
public town hall meetings.

“The fact that over 1800 people made 
submissions during the federal govern-
ment’s public comment period for the en-
vironmental assessment, and the diverse 
array of community groups that are signing 
on to this letter including the BC Shellfish 
Growers Association and the Port Alberni 
and District Labour Council gives you a 
sense of how widespread concern about 
Raven is all over the Island,“ said Tria Don-
aldson, Pacific Coast Campaigner of the 
Wilderness Committee’s Victoria Office. “It 
is crucial that the public gets an adequate 
opportunity to voice their concerns.”

Coalition calls for full, open public 
consultation on Raven Coal Mine

By Armine Yalnizyan
The Harper government’s commitment 

to further reduce the general corporate in-
come tax rate while the nation struggles with 
budgetary deficits has been championed by 
– surprise! – the corporate sector.   

 But the majority of Canadians, including 
business owners and those who work for 
them, say no to these cuts now.

 Here are five economic reasons not to 
keep reducing the federal corporate tax rate 
this year or next.  

Least Effective Job Creation Mea-
sure: According to the nation’s official 
number crunchers, if you want policy to 
encourage job creation, cutting corporate 
taxes is the weakest option (20 cents growth 
from every dollar of tax cut). Spending on 
infrastructure has the most impact ($1.50 
on every dollar spent). The Department of 
Finance shows that spending on income 
supports for the unemployed and for low-
income Canadians has an equally big pop, 
and housing initiatives are almost as good 
($1.40 for every dollar spent). 

 Little Impact on Investments: Federal 
corporate tax rates have fallen from 28% 
in 2000 to 18% in 2010. Business invest-
ment (in non-residential structures and 
equipment) as a share of GDP was 12.4% 
in 2000. It was also 12.4% in 2009, and on 
track for the same in 2010. In the 1960s, 
the heyday of industrial expansion and eco-
nomic development in Canada, the federal 
corporate tax rate was 40%. Statistics Can-
ada’s data on business investment starts in 
1981. That year the federal corporate tax 
rate was 36%, and business investment 
represented 11.5% of the economy. By 1990 
the federal corporate tax had fallen to 28%.  
Business investment had fallen to 10.8% of 
the economy.  There are many factors that 
drive business investment practices, and 
while taxes are a consideration, they are not 
the primary factor in investment decisions. 
The historic evidence shows that a commit-
ment to this strategy is a costly faith-based 
proposition.   

 Pay More Tax to Cut Taxes: Since 
Fall 2010 the Harper team has been say-
ing corporate tax cuts “pay for themselves”. 
But Budget 2009 figures show that reducing 
the general corporate tax rate from 22.12% 
in 2007 to 18% by January 2010 removed 
$6.7 billion annually from public coffers, right 
through the worst of the recession. Cutting 
the rate further this year to 16.5% meant 
another $2.8 billion in foregone revenues 
annually. The Harper team’s commitment 
to reducing the corporate tax rate to 15% 
will reduce the size of the public purse by 
$13.7 billion annually by 2012, according to 
Finance estimates, at which time the federal 
budgetary deficit will be between $21 and 
$26 billion (the range of Finance, PBO and 
IMF estimates). Financing this tax cut re-
quires borrowing more money. The average 

Canadian taxpayer will pay interest on the 
borrowed money to provide a tax break for 
profitable corporations.

 False Economies: The Harper govern-
ment viewed infrastructure spending as an 
extraordinary one-time stimulus measure. 
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
estimates a $123 billion deficit in backlogged 
repairs and maintenance to core municipal 
infrastructure. This includes roads, bridges, 
water and waste systems, transit and mu-
nicipal buildings – but not social housing, 
schools or hospitals. The FCM estimates 
another $115 billion for new builds to meet 
new demands. Corporations may be get-
ting a break, but they aren’t responsible for 
public infrastructure. Governments are. We 
are. It is a false economy to stick the next 
generation with an unnecessarily high price 
tag for what should be happening now – re-
building the foundation for business, family 
and community needs everywhere, while 
the cost of borrowing is at historic lows and 
unemployment is still high.

 The Question of Working Capital: 
Finance Minister Flaherty says Canada’s 
tax rates on new business investment are 
the lowest in the G7. Who are we competing 
with? It’s time for a reality check: Canada’s 
corporate sector is sitting on a growing pile 
of capital. In the recessions of the 1980s 
and 1990s the business sector was a net 
borrower of cash to cover their costs, as one 
might expect during lean times. In contrast, 
during the latest recession the business 
sector just kept generating bigger and big-
ger surpluses. In 2007 the net surplus of 
the sector was $43 billion. By 2008 it was 
$57 billion and by 2009 $59 billion. By third 
quarter 2010 $51 billion was generated in 
surplus. That’s the surplus in the annual 
flow. The accumulated stock of ready cash 
(currency, deposits and short term paper) 
in the non-financial corporate sector had 
grown to $489 billion by third quarter 2010. 
That’s a lot of money. When it finally gets 
put to work, we are likely to witness a wave 
of corporate consolidation.  But mergers 
and acquisitions don’t necessarily create 
jobs in Canada.

 An across-the-board general corporate 
income tax rate cut rewards companies 
whether they create jobs or kill them. The 
primary sector of the Canadian economy 
is increasingly in the hands of off-shore 
investors, who take the profits and jobs 
elsewhere. That’s global capitalism, but we 
don’t need to reward it. We can target and 
reward the firms that put their capital to work 
in Canada, creating jobs and value-added 
enterprises.

 
Armine Yalnizyan is a senior economist at the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. 

CCPA BC Office is located at 1400-207 West 
Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7; 
telephone 604-801-5121; fax:604-801-5122.

Five economic reasons to say no 
to more corporate tax cuts

“War is the greatest destroyer of human 
life, the greatest polluter, the greatest cre-
ator of refugees, the greatest cause of star-
vation and illness. We all have to care, not 
just for our own little circle, but for the uni-
verse.”    --Muriel Duckworth (1908-2009)
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Eden Haythornthwaite

By Eden Haythornthwaite
The struggle of people against power is the struggle of memory 

against forgetting – Milan Kundera
 
There must have been a time in the human chronicle we could 

remember details for more than a nano second. Honestly – give any-
one six months and our overseers can completely obscure even the 
most well understood facts surrounding any given situation. I frankly 
think it is because everyone is so busy taking on the next load of old 
bollocks no one can successfully recall anything more than a few days 
in the past. Good thing we have every email and phone call being 
recorded by the special black ops unit – there will be an account of 
our foibles even if we have long since forgotten them.

 You remember 2009 – Michael Jackson died, Bernie Madoff was 
arrested for wearing white after Labour Day, Sully landed an Airbus on 
the Hudson, swine flu pandemic, Obama was inaugurated, Eminem 
was teabagged by Borat at the MTV Music Awards.

 Yet many people in this district have drawn a blank on the 2009 
initiative from the board admin to balance the budget by shutting our 
schools down for an extra five days. At the time – we all understood 
this was meant to save us $268,000 and its sole purpose was to do just that. Somehow, 
just as the doctored photo of Hitler kicking the winning goal in the World Cup in Uruguay 
in 1930 could rewrite history, some members of our school community have become per-
suaded this is all about wellness and the savings are a serendipitous windfall.

 Well it is not now nor has it ever been about wellness. In fact, if we truly wished well-
ness on our employees we would stop rolling over and agreeing to these cutthroat bud-
gets. Hilarious to create an untenable situation and then claim to be solving it by using our 
instruction time like an ATM machine.

Ah, yes, 2009…at the same time we were removing this week of instruction, the board 
was also eliminating 18 full time teaching positions and five full time EA positions.  Yes – it 
was part of the cuts, not some reward for a job well done.

 We should be talking about this loss of teaching time now in its third year, but except 
for the odd whinge in a Budget Committee meeting audible only to dogs we would not 
have been doing so but for the unavoidable absence of one trustee at this meeting. Had 
she been there, the motion to consider the “alternate” calendar would have passed with 
only a bleat and the five-day closure for 2012 would have been sealed in the living rock for 
another year. But the motion failed…everything at our board table is on a knife edge these 
days and this time the majority had lost their majority.

From the beginning, this budget initiative has sought to create a wedge between our 
partners just when unanimity is most needed. It tends -- if not dealt with well -- to pit em-
ployee groups against each other and to magnify the divide between those families who 
have plenty and those who survive week to week.

 This is a budget as well as a philosophical issue which can lever a debate around 
underfunding and inequity of opportunity. With so many of our families in crisis, it is unwise 
(understatement – noted) to download the funding shortfall from province to district to 
community while failing to provide the mandated service. Ever wonder what the full cost 
accounting would reveal about this move – calculate the costs of extra daycare, lost wages 
for our families and let’s see how this all works out in a more holistic world. I believe the 
outlay of thousands of dollars of contracted salaries without the attendant instruction and 
management time represents an expense we cannot responsibly afford to overlook as we 
celebrate the claw back from one section of our workforce.

 The exhaustion many of our teachers experience which has been exacerbated over 
the last decade is a direct consequence of the endless cuts to our programs, our services 
and our ability to resource our classrooms. Clearly, anyone who voted for these cuts was 
voting for the harm they would inevitably do. If they are cheerfully standing behind the lost 
week of school as a sop to this they are welcome to it. Oddly enough the same people 
who have supported the cuts to IBIT, alternate education programs, libraries, counselling 
and our services like cleaning and bussing are the same who bestowed the week off as a 
$268,000 bite out of the budget shortfall.

 I would love to support a community discussion which concluded with increased leisure 
time for all those who work and learn in our schools. However – I have to say – in order 
for this to be acceptable, it would have to be within the embrace of a fully funded system 
founded on rationales of well being rather than stark economic forces.

 In addition, I would never be in favour of such a change if some of our staff and families 
were more adversely impacted than others. The savings we access from this cut are the 
direct result of a loss of income for some of the hardest working and lowest paid workers 

tions – we would all be better off fighting for full funding so we can creatively align our 
school calendar in a positive way rather than a reaction to destructive and extreme fiscal 
policies. As to being a panacea for the pressures alive in our classrooms – I would guess 
for the CUPE EAs and secretaries  who lose the week’s pay, there is an extra element of 
stress from wondering how they will pay their bills – not very relaxing for those folks anyway.

  
And now, a word from the good people of Pearson – “Where there is a Public Pocket 

to be Picked – We will Pick it”:
“With great pleasure, Pearson announces today the acquisition of The Administrative 

Assistants Ltd. (AAL). This acquisition extends Pearson’s current student information system 
(SIS) market research and leadership to over 15 million students, and will provide increased 
international market opportunity for Pearson’s K-12 technology platform.”

Well, I am thrilled for Pearson -- what serves them must surely be good for our public 
schools and our employees. It really makes you doubt the whole concept of karma when a 
company which has thus captured us in this grip has offered so little to justify its grandiose 
position in the world.

It is a matter of highest comedy -- the new owners of the system we have been stumbling 
over for six years are losing interest and will not be beefing up this product as a matter of 
obligation to their customers. Despite claims to the contrary – SD79 was not required to 
yield to the government pressure to junk perfectly effective data collection software and 
accept the Gilded Age of pointless expenditure. In fact, though out of the 60 school districts, 
56 are using BCeSIS, Delta, Vernon, Campbell River and Okanagan-Shuswap are not. 

It is so five years ago – BCeSIS- and it is apparently time to move on. Of course – we 
can look forward to the same excellent service and outstanding accountability from Pearson 
regardless of their dimming ardour for this particular bit of data devilment. Well – at least 
we can hope for a price to keep the thing going or even better we can drop this version 
and invest in their inevitable replacement software. 

Evidently, the crisis with BCeSIS is not only the software but the whole concept, which 
sees BCeSIS connected to centralized servers all accessed through PLN, the government’s 
provincial learning network.

It came as a surprise to the gurus of complicated data documentation that as more 
and more districts and the schools in them came on line, the network through which they 
had to access the central server became congested because teachers tend to access the 
system at the same time of year and the same time of day. 

 Clearly some of the issues could be resolved by simply not demanding all data be 
uploaded to the centralized servers. If a district can provide for a grade book, attendance 
and school timetabling locally while uploading only the data really needed provincially, 
some of the problems might be solved.

But the ministry is unalterably wedded to a centralized system which has every piece 
of info imaginable. The big plan is to add more and more to the system so, for example, 
all IEPs are on BCeSIS. Each time more categories of information as well as more users 
are added to the system, the server and bandwidth will have to be augmented if BCeSIS 
is actually going to work for district employees. So who cheaped out on the original infra-
structure while districts plowed millions of precious education dollars into a replacement 
for technology which was really working just fine? 

For those of us who treasure the public character of our education system – it can be 
a terrible blow to our naivety. For a whole host of textbook and test materials providers, 
technology merchants and specialty educational programs sales folk, our system is a source 
of huge private revenue. BCeSIS is just one outstanding example. Sometimes I think the 
only real value public services have for the business community is the deep well of funds 
available through poorly understood and monitored processes. Makes you want to ask – 
how much of our public education dollars are devoted to the financial bottom lines of huge 
corporate interests rather than the necessities of learning for our kids? We certainly have 
to take their word when we are urged to splash out on their wares – all strictly necessary 
of course and beyond any useful scrutiny.

But we must laugh to avoid weeping, so check out this video – 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8PA4Vrpd5qA
Our next Budget Committee meeting was to be March 30 in the Board Room at 10 am. 

Open of course to anyone who wishes to wander in and we sure could use the company. 
On that day, we will receive the senior staff’s new draft of the budget cuts in light of the 
funding announcement from the ministry. We can hope the submissions from our partner 
groups will be reflected in this document but in all the years I have sat at the table I have 
never seen the views of teachers, support workers or minority trustees echoed in the budget. 

 Year after year, we ask the community to stand with us and it has to be admitted year 
after year to the undiscerning it must seem a futile gesture. But it isn’t – as I find myself 
repeating through each challenge -- we will ultimately prevail, one defeat at a time, and 
that is not just a bit of self deprecating attempted humour. 

It happens to be true.
 

Eden Haythornthwaite is a trustee of the Cowichan Board of Education.

“The highest activity a human being can attain is learning for understanding, 
because to understand is to be free.”
     -Baruch Spinoza
 

in our system. I would be very surprised if all the employees who now 
enjoy the week off with pay would be as inclined to favour it if they saw 
a loss of income as well. This of course includes our teachers and our 
administration.

 Though affluent families who perhaps can bear the costs of extra 
day care or afford to lose time from their work appreciate the extra time 
they have for vacations and relaxation, for  many of our students and 
their families  (one in five of our kids live in households which are poor) 
this week represents a great burden. For these students, school is a 
home away from home – where they receive meals and warmth and 
supervision -- it is those children who miss the time most.

Of course, there will always be diversity of views regarding any of 
our decisions but in this case, anecdotal contentment from some can 
be matched by deep unhappiness from others. If a handful of parents 
agree with it, does this mean it is right? The ones who don’t are not 
among the most vocal, nor are they as likely to see their views revered 
in quite the same way. I do not vote for cuts – in this climate the trustees 
with whom I do vote seek to address the ongoing deterioration to our 
classrooms which has created such a sorry situation for our teachers 

and support workers. One week will not undo the strain of those condi-

We would be better fighting for full school funding
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Introducing healthful tax-care  

By G.E. Mortimore
Nobody cheered the visiting MLAs from 

across BC as they wandered into the Leg-
islature in February for a brief sojourn after 
their 256-day absence. 

The voters’ silent disrespect raises a 
question: Why do so many Canadians scorn 
their chosen representatives at a time when 
street crowds in the Arab world are shouting 
for “democracy”?

Because people are fed up. So it seems. 
They are disgusted, not just by what many 
voters see as the stumbling BC Liberals, 
and the crafty dictatorship of Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper, but by the entire political 
system. 

Contempt for elected office-holders is 
an old story. Long-ago cartoonist Al Capp 
packaged it in the comic-strip character of 
US Senator Jack S. Phogbound.

But politician-bashing has become more 
shrill, especially in BC. This province is now 
a caricature of everything that is wrong with 
the political process.          

Politics-as-usual pleaders say: “Democ-
racy is messy and we have an understand-
able extra muddle here because leadership 
contests left nobody in charge.”       

That’s exactly the point.  BC Libs are 
so reliant on premier-power that they left 
a $1 billion blank space in the budget for 
the future boss to fill. They abandoned the 
myth that legislatures decide, by a shared-
thinking majority, how to resolve opposed 
interests fairly, run the country and raise 
and invest money for the general benefit.

Libs acknowledged that they have 
made the BC political machine dependent 
on a solo managing engineer. But there is 
a comforting counter-trend, added to the 
likelihood of a people-sensitive NDP govern-
ment. Politics is beginning to reinvent itself 
in such a way that organized and informed 
public opinion can shape policy indepen-
dently of elections.  

The startup is faulty but substantial. It 
includes recall and initiative under cautious 
early-stage rules that make success nearly 
impossible, and bungled experiments like 
ex-premier Campbell’s pretence of opening 

up legislative representation by citizen jury 
and referendum, to make the legislature 
reflect the whole spectrum of citizen thought, 
and include minority-party voices that are 
currently frozen out. By setting up tangled 
terms of reference, Campbell guaranteed 
that reform would be defeated.

But early faults can be mended as 
people become aware that they can push 
aside self-serving old-style politicians and 
mobilize people-power.

The people-power startup includes 
licensed critics like auditors-general and 
children’s advocates, and such public-
policy-organizers as Roy Romanow, whose 
health commission orchestrated the knowl-
edge, wishes and skills of citizens, experts, 
political technicians and creative visionaries.    

Romanow marked the way to the re-tun-
ing of healthcare. Dr. Michael Rachlis and 
other analysts laid out numbers and case 
histories to show how the public system 
could be made more efficient and sensitive. 
But Harper-Campbell Liberal-Conservative 
governments ignored the key findings of 
Romanow, Rachlis and a number of health 
economists, and – against majority wishes 
-- encouraged privatization.

Contrasting but related signals are 
reaching us from the big percentage of 
people in North America who refuse to vote, 
and the angry crowds on the Arab streets.   

In both realms, a rough form of direct 
people-power is short-cutting political con-
trollers. The signals invite citizen groups to 
hurry change along. 

Britain’s early-19th-century riots forced 
limited, grudging parliamentary reform that 
cancelled “rotten-borough” ridings with no 
inhabitants, controlled by peers and landed 
and merchant gentry.

In Canada, which has hacked out its 
own redraft of the Westminster tradition, 
Lib-Tory governing parties, controlled by 
prime ministers, juggle interest groups and 
make common cause with the strongest and 
loudest combination of dollar-heavy lobbies, 
while blowing out clouds of vote-seeking 
blather. But a new player, the mobilized 
general public, may force a game-change.

In BC we dimly realize that the imagined 
traditional job of legislatures, even if they 
were to do it, is not enough. We are begin-
ning to gain a direct popular voice in deci-
sions, beyond the authority of the legislature 
and the stifling control of the premier and 
her/his news-doctors.

Custom and usage is giving us that 
direct voice, whether or not a Branch Four 
of government (mobilized, informed, critical 
public opinion added to 1. Prime minister, 
2. Legislature and 3. Law courts) is formally 
recognized.         The multiple tasks of the 
political system are more numerous than 
the branches of government: seven rather 
than four. 

1. Electoral campaigning is just one 
corner of the political picture. Currently, elec-
tion campaigns are sloganeering putdown 
tournaments in which rival contenders play 
fractions of the electorate like a pipe organ. 
Scrupulous politicians work hard to remain 
true to their plans and promises. But citizens 
and politicians together are aware that the 
struggle between would-be political manag-
ers is noisy, shallow and overwhelming.    

2. Actually managing the country or the 
province is a separate and different process. 
When people catch on to the fact that Liber-
al-Conservative governments make much of 
their policy as a response to the federation 
of wealthy interest groups that finance them, 
and corporate lobbies offer revolving-door 
perks to sympathetic politicians and upper 
bureaucrats, then cynicism deepens, and 
30 or 40 percent of eligible voters stay away 
from the polls.   

3. Jack S. Phogbound failed to under-
stand and carry out an elected politician’s 
most important work: acting as an ombud-
sperson, a communications link between 
people and government, a channel for 
grievances, for calls for help and responses 
to new or proposed legislation. Many politi-
cians do an excellent feedback job without 
gaining recognition beyond home territory 
and without diminishing the Phogbound 
stereotype.  

4.  Yet another separate process, making 
the laws and sharing  in the shaping of ad-
ministrative policy, is theoretically assigned 
to lawmakers, but often in practice they 
entrust it to a boss prime minister who, with 
supporting sidekicks, hands out rewards 
and penalties and shapes the civil service 

to partisan ends.
5. The job of law courts – applying the 

law to criminal, civil and political conflicts – is 
heavily influenced by the wealth or poverty 
of litigants and accused persons, as a group 
of BC critics pointed out when they voiced 
their thoughts about hope for reform. Can 
we do a halfway fix for the problem? Maybe 
later.

6. When our political machinery stalls, it 
is the job of the governor-general to press 
the restart button. Former governor-general 
Michaele Jean flunked that test when she let 
Stephen Harper pressure her into prorogu-
ing Parliament so that Harper could dodge 
a sure-fire non-confidence motion from the 
parliamentary majority that opposed him. 

It was Jean’s duty – as the agent of the 
continuity of government on behalf of the 
people -- to ask the alternative coalition to 
form a government. She blew it. This is not a 
small far-away thing. It’s a core failure in our 
system. It cries out for a preventive remedy. 

Jean’s failure enabled Harper to thumb 
his nose at Parliament, and function as a 
dictator. Hopefully voters will keep this be-
trayal in mind at the federal election.

7. The governor-general’s office, with 
its duty to press the restart button, might 
meld into the newly emerging power of 
the informed and mobilized population to 
shape policy.

As our system changes and adapts, 
people-power can be laid down in graduated 
steps. The power ranges from soft advice 
at the gentle end of the control scale, to 
progressive system-change in the middle 
(as in the drive for people-friendly, not profit-
friendly healthcare reform) to referendum 
decisions that lawmakers are commanded 
to enact.

If/when the seven functions of our 
ever-changing political system are arrayed 
in order, and woven together, the people’s 
elected delegates to legislatures will regain 
the respect they deserve, and the province 
and the country will move closer to Abraham 
Lincoln’s distant ideal of “government by 
the people”.

Real-life counterparts of Jack S. Phog-
bound will continue to amuse and infuriate 
us, but debate will be entertaining and useful 
within randomly chosen citizen policy-juries. 

G.E. Mortimore, PhD, is a writer and social an-
thropologist based  in Victoria.

Redrawing comic-cartoon government

See page 14, Healthful tax care

By G.E. Mortimore
Rebuilding the tax system is the smart-

est idea that has come out of BC’s current 
political turmoil.

The author of the idea is John Horgan, 
MLA. As a platform plank in his campaign for 
BC NDP leadership, he urged a tax-enquiry 
commission. 

Horgan is a thoughtful pathfinder. Mil-
lions of people will thank him if his recom-
mendation leads to fair-tax reform.

Widespread anger over the BC Liber-
als’ clumsy and deceitful introduction of the 
Harmonised Sales Tax suggests that voters 
are ready for a strategy that will discourage 
such betrayals in future.

Tax redesign through public consensus 
could be a key element in that strategy.    

The optimistic scenario is that a Horgan-
inspired BC tax enquiry will be followed by a 
national soul-search into raising money by 
methods based on fairness, ability to pay 
and the struggle for human/environmental 
well-being, all of it in the spirit of Roy Ro-
manow’s landmark healthcare study.

Carrying sunny-side hopeful thinking to 
an even higher level, I dream that govern-
ment might obey the wishes of the majority 
in redesigning the tax system.

Maybe we can convert the dream into 
reality. For that to happen, a Romanow-like 
tax-care enquiry will need to turn public heat 
on provincial and national governments 
to translate the commission’s findings into 
law.

In the case of healthcare, governments 
controlled by Liberal-Conservatives (argu-
ably one party with two faces) refuse to 
follow or even acknowledge the public will.

Rejection of healthcare privatization, 
and majority citizen support for public 
healthcare – sharpened up to make it more 
efficient and sensitive –  were the main 
principles that emerged during and after the 
Romanow enquiry.

This popular mandate is supported by 
mainstream expert analysis, but Stephen 

Harper defied it. He gave us an advance 
glimpse of his contrary healthcare policy in 
2002, when he was leader of the right-wing 
Canadian Alliance at the time of the release 
of the final Romanow report.

In a Toronto Star interview, Harper ac-
cused Romanow of failing to cope with what 
Harper saw as escalating healthcare costs 
and declining service. 

“Romanow virtually ruled out any new 
ideas for the provision of private-sector 
services within the public system, and 
even talked about expanding the existing 
system,’’ Harper said.        

“He fails to recognize that the existing 
system is at the breaking point, and the talk 
of expansion raises the spectre of huge tax 
increases to pay for it.”

Contrary to Harper’s views and Liberal-
Conservative tolerance of privatization, 
healthcare analyst Dr. Michael Rachlis and 
other experts showed with real-life examples 
that costs are controllable and…

1. Innovative publicly-owned clinics and 
day-surgery centres can and do save money 
and lives and reduce waiting times. 

2. User fees and “for-profit” medical cen-
tres drain away scarce medical talent from 
the public system and reduce healthcare 
access for poorer people. And “for-profit” 
hospitals and clinics cost more than their 
“not-for-profit” counterparts, in money and 
death rates.   

3. Doctor-coordinated healthcare teams 
that include nurse-practitioners, nurses, 
pharmacists, technicians and social work-
ers, paid by methods other than fee-for 
service, can deliver excellent results by 
blending therapy with chronic care and 
prevention. 

4. Money and lives can be saved by 
national pharmaceutical-drug purchas-
ing, national pharmacare, and nationwide 
kindergarten-to-university education in 
healthful living, plus public financial help 
for home care by family and/or professional 
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By Richard Beck Peacock 
Last week I got another letter from my 

friend Bernard Wright #K88777.  He’s been 
in a California State prison for the last 12 
years.  He will be there for another 12 years 
as a result of California’s mandatory “Three 
Strikes” sentencing law.  

Bernard and I were friends before he 
went in and have become very close since 
he started serving time, exchanging a hun-
dred long letters on everything from world 
and prison politics to observations about 
popular arts and his rotating cellmates.  

Reading the newspaper, there’s hardly 
a day that goes by that my anger is not 
spurred.  It’s usually about some 18-month 
suspended jail sentence being given to a 
white-collar investment broker who defraud-
ed clients for millions or a husband getting 
six years for murdering his wife.  Bernard got 
24 years to life for robbing a movie theatre 
of $90 with a “starter pistol”.   

That’s what happens under mandatory 
sentencing, the system that the Harper gov-
ernment wants to bring to Canada.  

Mandatory sentencing, such as Califor-
nia’s Three Strikes Law, unfailingly increas-
es prison sentences to those convicted of 
a third felony after having been previously 
convicted of two other felonies.  The law 
limits the ability of the courts to consider 
any other punishment than a 24-to-life pris-
on sentence.  On the face of it, this might 
not disturb many people. 

But application of any law is always 
personal, tied into an individual’s story, and 
being in prison can be the longest chapter.  
Bernard was a star basketball player by the 
time he was a junior in high school, already 
being scouted by all the major colleges 
in America.  He was a tall black kid with 
superior court sense and a deadly jump 
shot playing on a white team in LA’s San 
Fernando Valley.  In his senior year he fell 

out of favour with the coach and as a result 
the team’s offence style shifted, meaning 
that Bernard’s game was spotlighted much 
less. Very discouraged, he ultimately took 
a scholarship at Pepperdine University, a 
small Southern California school with an 
ambitious basketball program.  Again, as 
a brash teenager, he felt overlooked by the 
coach and proceeded to get into real trouble.  
He twice was convicted of car theft with a 
couple other boys. 

Despite his bad start, Bernard had a 
winning personality and sharp intelligence.  
His mother worked in LA’s movie industry 
and through connections Bernard eventually 
became regularly employed in the casting 
department of an agency in the city.  

I met him in his mid-30s when his 
life had long been stable.  To my shock, 
one day I heard that he’d been arrested.  
The story turned out to be this:  Bernard 
and his adored girlfriend were living with 
his mother.  With a downturn in the 90s 
economy, Bernard got laid-off.  Still a guy 
whose face-saving pride too often controlled 
his actions, he pretended to go to work 
each morning until one day the money ran 
out.  In a state of dazed regression, he got 
ahold of a starter pistol, a harmless but 
authentic-looking gun used in track events, 
and robbed a theatre.  Easily caught, then 
tried and convicted, at age 38 he entered 
prison.  Under Three Strikes he will get out 
when he’s 62 years old.  

If a fair minded judge had discretion-
ary powers in sentencing and considering 
Bernard’s long employment record as well 
as the nature of his offenses, he might have 
given  Bernard a 2- or 3-year jail sentence 
for this decidedly dumb and self-destructive 
act.  Instead the prime years of this man’s 
life are being spent in the dead end routine 
of a high security prison.

The United States is the only nation 
where mandatory sentencing has been 
used extensively.  Beginning with Texas in 
1974 through 1996, 24 states have enacted 
such legislation.   Paradoxically, combining 
a wildly selective legal system with unbend-
ing sentencing practices, the United States 
has the highest rate of incarceration in the 
world.  Americans behind bars number 2.3 
million, a 300 percent increase since 1980.  
The US has more prison inmates than the 
top 35 European countries combined.  

While the costs of housing prisoners 
is about $50 billion annually for just state 
correctional costs, common sense would 
suggest  that the country take a hard look 
for systemic causes and rethink ways of ad-
ministering justice.  The overall societal and 
human costs are immense and shocking. 

Very disturbing, as one example, is that 
2.7 million children in the United States have 

a parent behind bars. Two-thirds of these 
children’s parents are in jail for non-violent 
offenses.  The numbers are cruel: one 
American child in every 28 suffers under 
this physical and emotional weight.  

Another more immediately frightening 
thing becomes a reality. There is evidence 
that criminals with the prospect of a third 
strike are naturally desperate to escape from 
police and are more likely to violently attack 
anyone attempting to arrest them. 

Today several state governments are in 
the process of eliminating mandatory sen-
tencing or seriously scaling back the laws.

The proposed Canadian legislation 
-- Bill C-15 -- will bring this flawed system 
here.  It is a bill being promoted by the To-
ries, supposedly to crack down on drug of-
fences.    

Commenting on why many states are 
changing their approach to laws requiring 
mandatory sentencing, Joe Comartin, NDP 
justice critic, says, “One, they don’t work. 
The amount of drug consumption and drug 
crime has continued on, and all the vio-
lence attendant to it. But secondly, they’ve 
put so many people into jail that the states 
are not able to afford the jails anymore. 
We’ve got states in the United States that 
are spending more on incarcerating people 
than they’re spending on the public educa-
tion systems.”  

The law is advertised as being aimed 
at drug gangs.   But Comartin argues, “The 
reality is that the people who are going to 
get caught in this legislation are low-end. 
From the standpoint of the drug lords, the 
people who manipulate the system, this 
legislation isn’t going to do anything at all.”   

California has no money for training or 
rehabilitation programs.  Cable TV is out-
lawed so prisoners have no access to edu-
cational channels or most sports program-
ming, just an endless stream of numbing 
sitcoms and cop shows.   So when prison 
populations are in frequent lockdown mode 
because of periodic interracial violence, 
there’s simply nothing to do. 

Bernard sits in prison along with others 
like Leandro Andrade whose case was fea-
tured on “60 Minutes”.  He was given not 
one but two sentences in California of 25 
years-to-life for stealing nine children’s vid-
eotapes, including “Snow White”, “Cinder-
ella” and “Free Willie 2”. The tapes were 
worth $153.54.  It costs about $100,000 a 
year to keep a male inmate incarcerated 
in Canada.  

Do Canadians really want to create a 
rigid system of mandatory prison time?

Richard Beck Peacock is the author of The Art 
of Movie Making: Script to Screen and lives in 
Victoria.

Mandatory sentencing -- Canada’s next mistake?

Introducing healthful tax care, from page 13

THE RING, MEMORIES OF A METIS GRANDMOTHER  by Lynn Hancock and M. Dowler
This story of a Metis woman and a lively Irishman reminds us of the roots of the Metis 

people.  The Hudson Bay Company forced the Cree natives to sail their boats back for 
more than a century.  They dumped these crews on the Orkneys and took away the local 
fishermen until these islands were Metis. 

Many prominent Canadians are descended from the Orkney/aborigine mix and the 
French coureur de bois/aborigine mix.  The authors have produced a narrative that will 
fascinate readers.

THE ROAD OF LOST INNOCENCE, by Somaly Mam, RANDOM HOUSE
 This is a first person account of the trafficking in boys and girls from Cambodia and 

other Asian countries to the West.  This book will awaken readers, especially those knowl-
edgeable in the justice system, to the fact that many young people are being tricked into 
prostitution by promises of legitimate employment. 

With the vast increase of ethnic criminal gangs in Canadian cities (thanks to Prohibition) 
there is pressure to increase the victimization.

Ron reviews:

AS YOU WERE, THE TRAGEDY OF VALCARTIER, by G. Fostaty, GOOSE LANE PUB-
LISHERS

 As a teenager the author was in the militia.  An instructor was displaying hand gre-
nades.  In what was considered a no fault accident a grenade blew up killing six boys and 
wounding an incredible 54 more.  The author activated his and the memories of other 
survivors, examined documents obtained under the Access to Information Act and found 
the man who was at fault.

A little known Canadian tragedy.

WALK MYSELF HOME, an anthology to end violence against women, A. Routley, editor
In poetry, factual and fiction, in interviews, 50 women have contributed to this work 

which should contribute to a reduction in violence toward women. 
Noteworthy is the fact that one in two women is murdered per week in Canada by their 

male friend.  One in two women has experienced a physical or sexual attack.  
This book should be in every home.          
      --Ron MacIsaac

caregivers looking after non-emergency 
cases, convalescents, the frail elderly and 
peaceful dementia patients.

5. Both provincial and federal govern-
ments have a stake in health care, and the 
Romanow findings point to a public will for 
co-ordination.  

Governments ignore these facts and 
expert recommendationd critically em-
powered public to dramatize anger about 
political and bureaucratic dysfunction, prod 
reluctant politicians into building tax-care 
as well as healthcare that is people-friendly 
yet shrewdly calculated, and replace elite-
controlled governments with wiser and more 
responsive regimes.

Until such a government gains office, 
electioneering and policy-making continue 
to be two separate processes, with little 
overlap. 

As former prime minister Kim Camp-
bell correctly pointed out, an election cam-
paign is the wrong time to talk about policy. 
The campaign is a noisy, confused market-
place. Slanted and chopped-up policy-talk 
is part of the noise.  

Our emerging new “direct democracy” 
branch of the political system is a bet-
ter policy forum.  We need to hear solid 
evidence in that forum about the net effects 
of Harper’s corporate tax cuts, and about the 
foreign tax havens that allow big business 
to dodge billions of dollars in taxes and pile 
an increased share on the backs of small 
business operators and individuals.

Arguably we need to move toward a 
poverty-reducing “Tobin plus” tax on finan-
cial transactions. It will draw a contribution 
from the money-manipulating sector, which 

has mostly been getting a free ride while the 
rest of us pay a regressive sales tax. 

The advice that a BC tax enquiry and a 
national commission give to governments 
should be divided in two parts: How to raise 
the money and how to invest it. 

The billions raised by a fractional “Tobin-
plus» levy on stock-market gambling and 
international currency arbitrage could vanish 
down a black hole unless the architects of 
change devise a strategy calculated to bring 
multiplying social/economic returns on the 
investment – and aim the investment at 
specific targets. 

A 50/50 split is conceivable between 
boosting living standards in poor countries 
and fattening the budgets of rich countries 
for the general benefit. This shareout, 
channelled into proven poverty-reducing, 
health-enhancing projects and promising 
pilot studies, could be a practicable strategy.

Experts and citizen juries would build 
that revenue-raising and investment plan, 
keep it flexible and responsive, and (through 
the work of smart people-savvy elected NDP 
lawmakers like Randall Garrison) make 
change happen.   

G.E. Mortimore, PhD, is a Victoria-based writer 
and social anthropologist.

VOTE
May 2!
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By Bo Filter
Prescott Bush was the grandfather of 

recent US president George W. Bush. In 
1942, several of Prescott’s American busi-
nesses were seized under the US Trading 
With the Enemy Act. One of them involved 
laundering money for Hitler out of the Brown 
Brothers Harriman bank in New York, the 
largest and oldest private bank in the United 
States. Bush never faced prison time. 

Many people in high places who could 
have prosecuted him were also Nazi sym-
pathizers or affiliates.  Many of them were 
especially pleased with Hitler’s pre-war 
eradication of democracy in Germany and 
his wartime push to conquer Communist 
Russia. 

As Hitler fell at the end of World War II, 
a number of American corporations, war 
manufacturers, and dreamers of world con-
quest continued Hitler’s war against Russia. 
They dubbed the continuing assault the Cold 
War. Their strong influence in American 
media created a whole new zeitgeist of anti-
Communism, brought to fruition through the 
witch hunting and red baiting Joe McCarthy 
senate hearings, known as McCarthyism.

Meanwhile, Prescott Bush set his sights 
on the White House. As a Nazi sympathizer, 
Bush wanted to groom a hardcore anti-
Communist for the presidency. He found that 
person in the name of Richard Nixon, who 
answered a political ad placed by Bush in 
a Whittier California newspaper. 

In time, as Bush moved to put Nixon 
in the Whitehouse, a temporary problem 
presented itself with the election of John F. 
Kennedy as president. Kennedy began to 
back out of the Cold War and began discus-
sions on how to bring about world peace. 
This angered the military contractors and 
eyes bright on world conquest. Worse, on 
June 4, 1963 Kennedy signed Executive 
Order 11110, which called for the printing of 
a new national currency that would circum-
vent and emasculate the Federal Reserve, 
which stood from its inception in 1913 to 
profit the most from continuing wars, where 
the interest on loans for war is in the billions 
of dollars. 

Even worse still, American Nazis dread-
ed the fact that the Kennedy family was 
popular among voters. There was talk ev-
erywhere about a Kennedy dynasty in the 
White House. Three Kennedy brothers as 
consecutive presidents would kill the war 
machine and all the profit it would bring. 
Kennedy had to go. He was assassinated 
in Dallas on November 22, 1963, and the 
media quickly blamed Lee Harvey Oswald 
for the killing. Yet, no scientific forensic 
criminal investigation was allowed to take 
place. The public was so inundated with 
talk about Oswald that it never occurred to 
them in the main that questions needed to 
be asked about who controlled the media 
and its single theory obsession with Oswald, 
and who blocked the necessary crime scene 
investigation. 

Finally, years later, against enormous 
pressure to keep the story silent by the 
Nazi-banker-warmonger collective, the 
government was forced to concede in 1979 
that Kennedy was killed by a conspiracy. 

As soon as Kennedy was dead, Bush 
and friends quickly consolidated their power, 
first with Lyndon Johnson, who took over 
the presidency and immediately reversed 
Kennedy’s decision to bring troops home 
from Viet Nam before Christmas. The war 
erupted into full blossom. Warmonger profits 
skyrocketed, as did the number of deaths of 
millions of peasants, without regard to social 
and environmental costs.

With Kennedy gone, Bush could now 
focus on replacing the would-be Kennedy 
dynasty in the White House with his own 
dynasty. With Nazi war profits in part, 
Prescott Bush backed Nixon’s career and 
presidency[i]. Bush died before he could 
see his son and grandson become presi-
dents. Nonetheless, the Bush cabal kept 
America moving in the direction of war and 
war profiteering.

While president, Prescott’s son George 
Herbert Walker Bush mentioned “the crazies 
in the basement”, a fond term referring to 
his band of neo-Conservatives, who were 
part of his White House team. Although neo-
Conservatism has been defined in several 
ways, this subgroup refers predominantly 
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Was 9/11 committed by a Nazi terrorist cell?
to disciples of the 1950s Chicago political 
science and Nazi-oriented professor Leo 
Strauss, who taught his students to seek 
global domination. Strauss’s mentor was 
Carl Schmidt, one of Hitler’s top lawyers.

With Prescott Bush’s connections to 
Hitler, one should not be surprised to find 
continuing Nazi ideology in the Bush family 
and political entourage. After the Clinton 
administration, the same “crazies in the 
basement” were back in George W. Bush’s 
White House from 2000-2008. 

Nazi ideology was well implanted in 
the 1st Bush administration by Straussian 
student Paul Wolfowitz, Under Secretary 
for Defense for Policy. In 1992, Wolfowitz 
prepared a document entitled, Defense 
Planning Guidance, wherein he states: 

“Our first objective is to prevent the re-
emergence of a new rival, either on the terri-
tory of the former Soviet Union or elsewhere, 
that poses a threat on the order of that 
posed formerly by the Soviet Union. This is a 
dominant consideration underlying the new 
regional defense strategy and requires that 
we endeavor to prevent any hostile power 
from dominating a region whose resources 
would, under consolidated control, be suf-
ficient to generate global power.”

If Hitler had won WWII, would he not 
have said the same of Russia? Equally, 
Hitler’s dream of a 1000-year Reich clearly 
did not include sharing power with anyone, 
nor would he allow any regional power to 
rise up in competition. So the neo-Con-
servatives have the same goal as Hitler—
world domination, not world freedom as he 
prophesized.

On the march to absolute power, civil 
rights at home have to be suspended. Hitler 
used the Reichstag Fire Decree to close 
down civil liberties in Germany. Likewise, 
Bush conservatives created the Patriot 
Acts to close down civil rights in America 
following 9/11. Anyone can be arrested as a 
terrorist without due process, as guaranteed 
by the Constitution. 

Preparing to seize power, Hitler immedi-
ately set into motion a massive railroading 
and scapegoat campaign, blaming a feeble-
minded Dutchman for the fire, and claiming 
he was part of a communist revolution be-
ing launched. Hitler disallows newspapers 
from printing any alternative opinion. Using 
this pretext, Hitler arrested 81 Communist 
Reichstag ministers, jailing some and exil-
ing the rest. With conservative backing, 
Hitler quickly filled the parliamentary void 
with his supporters, giving him the majority 
he needed to pass the Enabling Act, which 
then allowed him to declare himself dictator.

In America on 9/11, the same communist 
threat appeared to dissipate with the Cold 
War. A new scapegoat was needed—enter 
Arab extremists. Only four minutes after the 
first plane struck, Osama bin Laden was 
blamed for a crime no one yet knew was 
a crime. For the rest of the day and every 
day after, the Bush administration and its 
co-militant media preached the new gospel 
of evil bin Laden. 

Like in the Kennedy murder, no other 
culprits could be considered other than the 
media’s designated target. No other culprits 
could be blamed. No forensic investigation 
of the crime scene was allowed by the Bush 
administration. No trial of Osama bin Laden 
has taken place, and the FBI has never 
wanted him for the crime. Go to the FBI 
website and find the most wanted criminals. 
Bin Laden is wanted but not for 9/11.

With the Patriot Acts in place (even 
though they are unconstitutional and non-
binding), anyone deemed by neo-Conser-
vatives to be politically left of their extreme 
right position of world domination can be 
arrested without cause, just as Hitler did. 
The illegal detention of activists and home 
invasions of whistleblowers by police have 
already begun.

From the dream of a Hitlerian 1,000-
year 3rd Reich to the neo-Conservative New 
World Order, as often referred to by both 
Bush presidents, are we not hearing the 
continued beat from the same drum, which 
sounds almost exactly the same—world 
domination to world domination? US Nazis 
have never left Russia or the Soviet Union 
alone. US Nazis equivalents attacked the 
Soviets after WWII by dragging them into 
a Cold War. 

When the Soviets fell in 1991, ripping 
the federation into pieces was the next goal, 
stealing every resource possible. Using 
9/11 as further pretext, the US and NATO 
fanned out their attack using Afghanistan as 
their launching pad. In October 2001, they 
invaded former Soviet republics: Kyrgyz-
stan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The Nazis 
keep after Russia, whether from Europe or 
America. Hitler may well have been proud 
of them.

The attacks since the Cold War are now 
called the War on Terrorism. Soviet farm-
ers and their families are labelled terrorists 
for refusing to sign over their property or 
mineral rights to US oil companies. The US 
military is then ordered in to kill them all, 
including the children and grandparents on 
the grounds that they constitute a terrorist 
cell, [i] In this case, the US military is serv-
ing as a mercenary force paid for by US  
taxpayers for the pure benefit of the US 
oil-military-industrial complex. Is not the US 
running terrorist cells in the former Soviet 
Union? Readers are justified in considering 
whether these crimes against farmers are 
the responsibility of neo-Conservatives.

Consider in review the political connec-
tions of Hitler with Prescott Bush, the Nazi 
Straussian neo-Conservatives in high gov-
ernment positions, who have closed down 
civil liberties as did Hitler, and who boldly 
advance a perceived right to dominate the 
world, as did Hitler. Remember that bin 
Laden is still not wanted for 9/1l. 

People have a right to ask some seri-
ous questions. If 9/11 was not committed 
by bin Laden, then was it another foreign 
agent? If not a foreign attack, then who 
inside America committed, participated in, 
or orchestrated 9/11? 

What do we know so far? Since the Bush 
administration illegally blocked a forensic 
investigation of 9/11, they must not have 
wanted Americans to find out who actually 
committed 9/11. Even a year later when the 
victims’ families finally forced Bush to set 
up an investigation, the players were not 
independent forensic scientists but instead 
White House political cronies, people who 
would support the Bush administration’s 
conspiracy theory of 19 hijackers. This 
theory stood from the outset without ques-
tioning or testing, but a fly appeared in the 
ointment. 

The co-chairmen of the Kean Commis-
sion, as it was called, finally concluded that 
the commission had been “set up to fail”. 
The message to the victims’ families and 
public has become clear: NO GENUINE 
INVESTIGATION OF 9/11 IS ALLOWED. 
The victims’ relatives remain outraged at the 
lack of search for truth by the Commission.

We are talking about the biggest crime 
in America. Why would the Bush administra-
tion block the most important crime scene 
investigation in American history unless 
they were somehow involved in the crime? 
Who would dare to say that this is an unfair 
question? The media has kept on that some 
sort of “terrorist cell” committed 9/11. Since 
the Bush administration was made up of 
neo-Cons with Nazi ideological roots and 
political affiliations, such as, in the genesis 
and playing out of the Cold War, can one 
not logically suspect and even ask: was 9/11 
carried out by a Nazi bred terrorist cell inside 
the United States? If so, the ramifications 
are staggering. 

The general populace of America would 
never dream of such a thing because they 
hold to an underlying faith that the evil Nazis 
were completely eradicated during World 
War II. “Nazism was completely destroyed” 
constitutes a sacred cow in America’s body 
politic. Who likes their sacred cows dis-

turbed? Stay silent. Yet, what if this sacred 
cow provides ideal cover for the perpetra-
tors? If it does, then no one is to ask further 
questions about who committed 9/11. Any-
one that does can be stigmatized as a terror-
ist under the Patriot Acts. George W. Bush 
threatened anyone and all who might dare 
to break the silence: “You are either with us, 
or you are with the terrorists.” Remain silent 
if you know what’s good for you.

On the other hand, some Americans still 
have the power to think, to question: what if 
Nazism did have roots in America? What if 
Nazi Leo Strauss did teach global reach of 
power to his Neo-con students at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, which the record shows 
he did? What a serious investigator may 
quickly find out is that truth can indeed be 
stranger than fiction. Truth can be shocking. 
Truth can lead to great irrational fear and 
anger. Truth can also lead to great rational 
fear and anger.

If Americans don’t want a global dictator-
ship, then why not search for the truth? Why 
not accept the shock truth may reveal? You 
will not be destroyed by truth. Get in touch 
with subsequent rational healthy anger and 
use this energy to help prosecute the true 
perpetrators of 9/11. 

Twenty-four Canadians died in 9/11, and 
again the Canadian government went silent 
on a forensic criminal investigation. These 
deaths are still outstanding. There is no 
statute of limitation on murder. So why not 
get involved in a healthy exercise of finding 
the real culprits? 

References:.
[i]  Perfectly clear: Nixon from Whittier to Water-
gate by Frank Mankiewicz. 1973: Quadrangle, 
New York. 
[ii] The World’s Foremost Terrorist – The US Gov-
ernment, by Karl Schwarz, July 30, 2008, gleaned 
from his 2004 book, One-Way Ticket To Crawford 
Texas, A conservative Republican Speaks Out.
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By Diane Walsh
The United States of America likes to 

boast its quality of economic competitive-
ness. It’s an old story. But here’s one for 
Canada.  In terms of industrial-hemp law the 
US is way-backward as the only industrial-
ized nation on the globe failing to recognize 
the value of industrial hemp and permit its 
production. In this regard, Canada is ahead,  
legalizing hemp production in 1998 and 
authorizing the growing of industrial-hemp 
plants for commercial purposes, after some 
50 years of prohibition. 

That’s not to say American hemp in-
dustry proponents haven’t been busy. They 
have. Numerous US states will tout rhetoric 
that industrial hemp production is allowed. 
Twenty-nine states have tried to introduce 
hemp legislation; some successfully. Hawaii, 
Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Montana, North 
Dakota, Oregon, Vermont and West Virginia 
have sought to remove the barriers to hemp 
research and production. California, Colo-
rado, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Vermont and Virginia have gone as 
far as to create resolutions (source: www.
votehemp.com/state/oregon). 

But as activists point out, the fact is, 
“Federal law, which requires nearly im-
possible-to-obtain permits in order to grow 
hemp, trumps any and all state law.”  And, 
the US Drug Enforcement Administration is 
at the centre of the controversy; more on 
that debate later on. 

Back to Canada. On its face, Canada 
appears progressive but is not without its 
own caveats.  As a condition of receiving a 
licence to grow industrial hemp, Canadian 
farmers are required to register the GPS 
coordinates of their plantations and use 
certified “low-THC” seed. 

Delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol or THC, 
for short, is the drug marijuana’s main psy-
choactive chemical.

Characterized low-in-THC, levels for 
the hemp plant are generally less than 1%.  
Therefore industrial hemp is [accepted 
as] cannabis varieties grown primarily as 
agricultural crop including “hurds”, seed or 
seed cake; fibre or a by-product of hemp, 
such as oil. 

Industrial hemp can be employed in sev-
eral ways, such as in vehicle parts, carpets 
and textiles, housing and building materials, 
paper, rope, fuel, clothing, food, etc.  Due 
to its high biomass, hemp is one of the 
preferred-choice biofuels.  Ultimately, hemp 
could alleviate some of our dependence on 
foreign oil and allow for the green-growing 

of fuels “on the farm”. Another fun-fact is 
that one acre of hemp produces as much 
cellulose fibre pulp as 4.1 acres of trees.

Nevertheless, it’s still a chilly political 
climate. Canadian farmers must allow gov-
ernment testing of the crop for THC levels 
and “meet or beat” a 10ppm standard for 
maximum allowable THC residue in hemp 
grain products.  Farmers must also have 
their retina screened daily. No I’m joking. 
The latter isn’t mandated, but my point is 
--Canada doesn’t make it easy. 

However, despite several bone-twisting 
hoops Canada has made growing industrial 
hemp fully legal and, in this noteworthy and 
remarkable way, Canada does outstrips the 
US, by solidifying our potential in a future op-
portunity and growth of this little understood 
agricultural art.  

Even Agriculture Canada (which is the 
federal department of agriculture) has to 
admit that, according to recent estimates, 
more than 100 farmers are growing hemp 
across our nation, with the bulk of the fields 
in western and central Canada. 

Now back to the US where the Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) is at 
the centre of the debate. With a budget 
of  $2,602,000,000, the DEA is a pumped-
arm of the federal government existing, “to 
enforce American drug laws” and situated 
within the US Department of Justice.  Ac-
cording to their website, “they investigate, 
gather evidence and make arrests of sus-
pects believed to be involved in the growing, 
manufacture or distribution of controlled 
substances. The DEA works with the United 
Nations and Interpol to combat the drug 
trade around the world.” 

OK so why did we need to know that? 
Because their website does not state one 
of its mandates is to bastardize all efforts to 
bring about a legal industrial hemp growth 
economy able to flourish inside the US. 
But hemp activists have long squealed 
this is precisely what it has done in recent 
decades, and suggested further that the 
DEA hasn’t exactly helped with decoupling 
the word hemp, necessarily associated with 
a criminal mindset. A bit rich when strictly-
speaking the Controlled Substances Act 
(CSA) does not make Cannabis illegal.  It 
just places the strictest of controls on the 
production of it, making it illegal to grow the 
crop, without a DEA permit. 

Sources note a permit was once issued 
for a pilot “experimental” plot in Hawaii in the 
1990s but is now expired, and that DEA has 
still has not ruled on an application submit-

ted in 1999 by a North Dakota researcher. 
Yet the DEA website does not say the DEA 
is budgeted to interfere with farmers seeking 
representation to be able to grow industrial 
hemp.  

Hemp industry activists continue to 
argue the requirements of the DEA for ac-
quiring legal-grow permits have the effect 
of deterring that very thing. Hence, the net 
result is all hemp products sold in the US 
are imported or manufactured from imported 
hemp materials -- as initiating pilot research 
projects requiring growing plots is costly 
and, bureaucratically-speaking, unwieldy.  
Ridiculous.

It’s been an uphill battle at every turn. As 
late as in the last decade, drug enforcement 
officials tried to argue that hemp shouldn’t 
be grown because it appears it is marijuana.  
Today, the DEA no longer has the luxury of 
being able to say that “hemp is marijuana” 
as that premise (nothing but political grand-
standing) has been debunked by science. 
And, for example, by this court case: 

Hemp Industries Association v. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (number 01-
71662) and referring to “The Appeals Court 
Rejects DEA Bid to Outlaw Hemp Foods, 
Feb. 6, 2004” has thrown a spanner in 
the works of the DEA demonizing all-that-
is-hemp.  The decision goes on to say, 
“Though the DEA has regulatory authority 
over marijuana and synthetically derived 
tetrahydrocannabinol, or THC, the agency 
did not follow the law in asserting authority 
over all hemp food products as well.  ‘They 
cannot regulate naturally-occurring THC 
not contained within or derived from 
marijuana’, the court ruled, noting it’s not 
possible to get high from products with only 
trace amounts of the mind-altering chemi-
cal. Hemp is an industrial plant related to 
marijuana. Fibre from the plant long has 
been used to make paper, clothing, rope and 
other products. Its oil is found in body-care 
products such as lotion, soap and cosmetics 
and in a host of foods, including energy bars, 
waffles, milk-free cheese, veggie burgers 
and bread.” 

But activists argue a bravado “DEA cul-
ture” still persists. The DEA, by not having 
to change its wilful not-understanding the 
difference between marijuana and indus-
trial hemp, simply refuses to distinguish 
between different varieties of cannabis, 
they maintain. 

“Hemp is not economic” has been 
another favourite stance of the DEA. Able 
to say that their own budgets are strained, 
the department is seemingly able to cred-
ibly resist the public call for discussions 
around logistics of manufacturing industrial 
hemp and the economics, which needless 
to say, requires the DEA “to tread” on ar-
eas of expertise of the US department of 
agriculture, the department of commerce, 
as well as having to consult experts in “the 
free-market”. 

Using budget shortfalls (chief excuse for 
the halt of hemp-production research) has 
resulted in a *new* resistance on the part 
of the DEA—this time to collaboration with 
other departments, namely hemp-industry 
officials. Add their argument that hemp 
shouldn’t be grown because the market for 
it is “too speculative” or because the industry 
needs government subsidy and it’s a full-
blown deadlock.  

Following this logic, corn should be 
prohibited crops—you’d expect…

The stumbling block in the DEA’s (just-
kill-the-idea, would-ya!) modus-operandi 
has been key legislation.  For example, Vote 
Hemp is a non-profit organization which has 
helped raise awareness about the benefits 
of US industrial hemp production.  In 2005, 
a federal bill was introduced to alleviate 
restrictions on cultivation. Reactivated, on 
April 2, 2009, Republican Congressman, Dr. 
Ron Paul, for 14th congressional district of 
Texas, put forth  H.R. 1866, known as the 
“Industrial Hemp Farming Act of 2009”—
along with ten co-sponsors: Tammy Baldwin 
(D-WI), Wm. Lacy Clay (D-MO), Barney 
Frank (D-MA), Raúl Grijalva (D-AZ), Maurice 
Hinchey (D-NY), Tom McClintock (R-CA), 
George Miller (D-CA), Dana Rohrabacher 
(R-CA), Pete Stark (D-CA), and Lynn Wool-
sey (D-CA). 

This bill “died in committee”, in January 

2011. But it did have 26 co-sponsors at 
that time, including Rep. Ron Paul.  Hemp 
industry officials are working on yet another 
bill planned for later this year. 

It’s worth mentioning that the DEA has 
to appease the anti-marijuana lobby as it is 
this special-interest group and their related 
constituencies which advocate in Congress 
for the agency’s budget, which may in part 
explain why DEA departmental progress 
on the industrial-hemp front has been so 
snail-paced. So, to gain supporters in cor-
porations and business groups, lawmakers 
have tried hard to separate marijuana and 
hemp, by petitioning the DEA to reclassify 
marijuana to exclude industrial hemp, and 
the US Department of Agriculture to the 
need to promote renewed research into 
hemp production—even if it’s preliminary in-
formation about regulating hemp cultivation.  

Of interest is a 1998 study on the Fea-
sibility of Industrial Hemp Production in 
the US Pacific Northwest,done by Daryl T. 
Ehrensing, Oregon State University. 

Also, on August 4, 2009, Oregon Gover-
nor Ted Kulongoski signed into law Oregon 
Senate Bill 676.  At the time it was hoped 
that this would embolden officials against 
the DEA’s feet-dragging tactics and reener-
gize hemp activists in the field (pardon the 
pun), defeated in past years by red-tape.  
Quite significantly, this law allowed for the 
production, trade and possession of indus-
trial-hemp commodities and their products. 
But even with this advance, Oregon growers 
are currently unable to get on, because they 
are still required to obtain a permit from the 
DEA, at a federal level, which is precisely 
where the real block exists.   

The state of Washington still classifies 
hemp as an illegal drug in the same category 
as marijuana, rather than identifying it as an 
agricultural crop, which is what the whole 
fight has been about. 

In light of American farmers losing their 
shirts in recent years on wheat and corn, 
it’s doubly troublesome. The power of the 
DEA is so great that many fear the horrible 
blow-back which could arise if their support 
of industrial hemp were exposed publicly. 

Count ourselves lucky that the politi-
cal climate is better in Canada, albeit not 
perfect.

A version of this article was published in Can-
naDigest, Spring 2011 edition.

The American picture: Industrial hemp production on the big scale

Will the US ever make that happen?
We caught up with Oregon’s 

most-famous industrial hemp activist, 
Bonnie King—publisher of Salem-
News.com and editor of Cannabis 
De-Classified.  And she had this to 
say [which similarly echoes our article 
research findings]: 

“Unfortunately, the passing of SB 
676 has not meant very much to Or-
egon as of yet. Even though Governor 
Kulongoski was very positive, and the 
initial belief that a DEA permit wasn’t 
needed under Oregon’s law, it is not 
the case. And though the federal laws 
regarding marijuana also affect hemp 
production, that’s not the hold up.

“In order to raise hemp as an in-
dustrial crop in Oregon, a farmer must 
first get an approved permit from the 
DEA, and then is required to purchase 
seeds from one of a very few DEA-
ordained seed producers in a foreign 
country. These seeds are expensive, 
sterile, and not a very good grade of 
hemp at that. It’s a plan created by 
the DEA to fail. Farmers can’t afford 
to waste their time, or their very little 
money, so the Oregon hemp bill still 
hasn’t created any new jobs or a boost 
to the economy. That is still a hope for 
the future-- a more rational, reason-
able future. 

“I believe that ending cannabis 
prohibition on a federal level is neces-
sary to bring large-scale hemp produc-
tion in America back to the forefront, 
and it will quickly become a staple crop 
as it was for so long, fulfilling so many 
needs including fibre, fuel, food and 
medicine. As it was intended.” 
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By Tim Pheotist
Most readers of Lower Island News 

have heard of John Maynard Keynes. He’s 
likely today’s most famous economist, next 
to Adam Smith and perhaps Paul Krugman.

Fewer readers will recall John Maynard 
Smith, FRS., the brilliant British evolution-
ary biologist.

I’m a bit anti economists at the moment 
and so prefer informing about Mr. Smith and 
not Mr. Keynes.

Maynard Smith spent some consider-
able time pondering how it was that the 
common bumblebee could fly when all 
available scientific theory tended to suggest 
that its weight and shape would keep it firmly 
earthbound.

It’s no longer a secret how the mass of 
the bumblebee can be lifted and propelled. 
The insect can fly. That’s a fact. Understand-
ing how it does so and for how long needs 
careful study and an interest in aspects of 
physics.

It is to be wished that the mysteries 
that fascinated Maynard Keynes could be 
explained with the same scientific certainty, 
and as I looked at the current valuations 
given to the Canadian dollar of late, I could 
only imagine the bloated bumblebee strug-
gling to maintain altitude. With the energy 
it must consume to remain airborne and its 
less than aerodynamic shape, its flight plans 
will always be short.

So it is with the bumbleloonie. Our cur-
rency unit is at risk of becoming a bloated 
and overweight coin. As Mr. Harper & Co. 
continue to toss it into the air, many believe 
it’s actually flying and accordingly are betting 
that it can fly with the falcons. The Canadian 
dollar has tended to trade around 7th among 
world currencies, always buoyed by the 
natural thermals of oil, gas and desirable 
elements. But it never will fly. Mr. Harper 
must keep secretly tossing our currency. 

Why does this bit of monetary manipulat-
ing matter to us ordinary mortals? Because 
it makes what you buy more expensive and 
because it makes your work product also 
less affordable. Mr. Harper wants you to 
believe that the loonie is flying because his 
banker buddies can trade the currency, and 
your labour, for profit.

Of course they haven’t performed any 
service or created any economic good and 
when they get bored and the loonie falls to 
earth, us mere mortals will have the job of 
picking up piles of useless base metal discs.

Today’s Canadian dollar exchange rate 
is unsustainable and damaging to all Cana-
dians. It is an element in the destruction of 
Canadian voter control of our unique society 
and country.

Maynard Smith was a scientist. He knew 
a fact when he saw it. Maynard Keynes 
wasn’t so lucky in his discipline. Facts in 
the dismal science are more difficult to 
recognize. 

If ever a “science” was built on myth, 
then the dismal science is near the top of 
the myth list.

Of course the construct of economic 
theory is not a science any more than is 
astrology. 

Economic theory is selective and nec-
essarily backward looking. Its stories and 
myths, today wrapped in the language of 
mathematics, are presented with religious 
fervour on behalf of global capital groupings 
to labouring citizens throughout the world.

So it has been, in changing forms, for 
millennia. Nevertheless, fair minded people 
of good faith have also sought, for millennia, 
to balance the reasonable needs and rights 
of individuals with the needs of a fair and 
sustainable society.

A predictable society in which people 
are happy to live. 

Never have established societies, or 
more simply, functioning individual citizens, 
had to absorb and accept so many compli-
cated concepts and rules in order to live the 
simplest of existences, as they do today. The 
most modest and unassuming among us are 
required to fill their heads with mathemati-
cal theory and economic rhetoric, simply to 

make it through, day to day.
Clearly this is too much to expect of 

ordinary people. We’re busy with all sorts of 
jobs and professions, families and normal 
human interactions. So we trust the sage 
explanations from politicians, bankers and 
economists about why the price of every-
thing must rise and the safety and standards 
of living must fall.

At every turn there’s a complicated bank 
statement, new credit card terms, advertis-
ing of some “highly desirable” mortgage 
plan, marketing reminding of your duty to 
maintain and educate your children at a 
price likely to far exceed your lifetime earn-
ings. Reminders that you will eventually 
need medical help. Reminders that life, as 
you know it, can end with a trip on the curb.

And we accept these rules, for they are 
written in the mathematical laws of eco-
nomic theory.

 The verbiage is unrelenting. It stings 
the mind in the same way that the tear gas 
stings the eyes and throats of those who 
dare to challenge on the streets, their mon-
ied masters and mistresses, in even more 
dangerous circumstances around the world.

This economist is of the view that tin-
kering with and debating the myriad details 
and functions of past and current economic 
theory, now, espoused by advocates of left 
or right political persuasions, is entirely self 
defeating.

Such debate does not challenge the 
hogs controlling your work product -- and it 
is your work product that the capital hogs 
are after. The debate simply enables them. 

The banking hogs know that the more 
dust and drivel they can kick into your eyes 
the less clearly you will ever be able to see 
the colour of your money. 

So we are fogged by hogs with blogs and 
printed opinions, all designed to distract the 
ability to think clearly.

Don’t bother to take seriously today’s 
analysis of any macro or micro economic 
question. While you’re listening and reading 
the latest revelation you can be sure that 
your pocket is being picked.

Now, why should you not apply the same 
thinking to the ramblings in this economic 
column? 

Simply because you’ll find no pseudo 
science – dismal or otherwise – here. No 
obfuscating detail to mug your thought 
process.

The focus today, for any citizen, must 
be to understand that the “economy” and 
its mind numbing “economic theories” are 
phantoms, created by audacious bandits 
who feed from the product of your hard work. 
Ignore anything they say or write.

Still with me? I promise I’ll be more 
constructive next time. This time I’m say-
ing – The Emperor has no clothes!! Our 
governments haven’t got the wrong policies 
– they’ve got no policies at all. Just plans 
to transfer the value of your labour – all of 
it – to the piggy banks of global groups of 
capital hogs.

Election campaigns are ahead. We don’t 
know which particular Conservative or Lib-
eral bumblers will want to toss our futures 
in the air, persuading us that hogs can fly, 

The Flight of the BumbleLoonie

but you can be sure that 
there are plenty of pigs 
looking to fill their feed 
troughs with whatever 
your paycheque can buy 
for them. 

So, no more busi-
ness as usual come 
the next elections. Vote 
for the “common man” 
and his family inter-
est – smarter than any 
academic economist or 
banker’s Conservative.

Your vote must nev-
er support Conserva-
tive exploitation. It must 
always support and ex-
press the solidarity and 
value of your labour.                                                     

Victoria BENCH BY BENCH, by Rebecca Kennel
 Creating this book was a clever idea.  It is a pleasure to read her 

commentaries on the many marked benches that are so well located 
for the weary walker in the fair city of Victoria.  --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:

By Tyler Mackinnon
The first year university student is typi-

cally bright and energetic, ready to embrace 
a whole new world of ideas that allegedly 
can be grasped only by the cream of the 
intellectual crop. 

The student worked for months, pulling 
up high school grades, working on count-
less essays and tests, still recovering from 
a lack of sleep endured last May and June. 
But all that work finally paid off. At last s/he 
is a true scholar. 

Then comes the tuition bill. The colour 
literally drains from the eyes. All emotion is 
sucked dry at a glimpse of the absurd price. 

University fees are pushing working-
class scholars out of their deserved class 
room seats and into the service industry 
faster than you can say delta-hyde. Accord-
ing to a report by the Canadian Federation of 
Students, the share of university operating 
budgets funded by students’ tuition fees 
more than doubled between 1985 and 2005, 
rising from 14% to 30%. 

This, plus unprecedented levels of stu-
dent debt, have been a growing concern for 
working class students for the past 20 years, 
despite the popular student movement slo-
gan “education is a right, not a privilege”.

The CFS report shows that student debt 
skyrocketed between 1999 and 2004, going 
from $21,177 to over $28,000 -- an increase 
of more than 33% in just five years. 

Even the once reliable government as-
sistance programs and scholarships, which 
were introduced supposedly to give strug-
gling students support while they pursue 
post-secondary education, take months to 
deliver. 

And when funds are finally 
released, the amount is barely 
enough to get a student through 
the first term. Whatever doesn’t 
go towards tuition, gets spent 
on text books, transportation 
and basic living conditions. This 
trend is frustrating students to the 
breaking point. 

Researchers also state that 
financial issues are the most 
commonly cited barrier for stu-
dents trying to get into post-
secondary learning. 

Speaking from experience I can hon-
estly say that OSAP will cause more sleep 
loss and stress than any exam ever will! If 
something is not done soon about this is-
sue, university will revert to the conditions 
of the industrial revolution. Only the rich 
will be educated; the poor will be denied. 
That ought to keep the latter from “getting 
dangerous ideas in their heads”. 

If government can afford to fight an 
unjust and unwinnable war, then it can af-
ford to provide access to free education to 
every man, woman and child. Education is 
a RIGHT, not a privilege. Let’s make it so. 

Drop fees! Tax the corporations!

University: Suffering from Elitism Déjà Vu
Costs are pushing working class students intoservice industry 

www.billroutley.com

If we don’t believe 
in freedom of 
expression for people 
we despise, we don’t 
believe in it at all. 

 -- Noam Chomsky                                                             
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1.   In 2007, Harper cut $1.2 Billion in spending for the establishment of quality national 
childcare. However, he never kept his promise to cut the $1.4 billion in tax breaks he 
gives to oil companies (the wealthiest corporations in history).
 
Read about the childcare cuts at CUPE...http://cupe.ca/child-care/Harpers_1_billion_ch

2.  The Kelowna accord was a $5 billion breakthrough agreement to improve the 
quality of health and education for Canada’s First Nation’s Peoples. Harper cancelled 
it in 2006, immediately after taking office.

Read about it at CBC...www.cbc.ca/news/background/aboriginals/undoing-kelowna.html

3.   In 2010, Harper eliminated funding for Sisters in Spirit. An internationally praised 
organization leading investigations into 600 cases of missing and murdered Aborigi-
nal women and girls.

Read about it in the Winnipeg Free Press...www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/project-for-
slain-women-faces-end-84292267.html

4.   In the 2011 budget, the Harper government failed to allocate any new funding for 
drinking water on First Nations reserves. 100 First Nations communities currently 
have water advisories, including 49 communities which are high risk. Harper also 
refuses to sign the UN Declaration designating clean water as a human right.

Read about it at Rabble...www.rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/making-waves/2011/03/first-
nations-drinking-water-and-federal-election

5.   In 2006, Harper said none of his staff would “get rich lobbying a future Conserva-
tive government”. But then his senior policy adviser Ken Boessenkool did just that. 
He has lobbied Harper on behalf of pharmaceutical giant Merck Frost, law-breaking 
Egyptian telecom corporation Globalive, oil criminal Enbridge and Taser International 
(right after the Taser murder of Robert Dziekanski sparked international outrage).

Read about Taser and Merck at CTV... http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CT-
VNews/20071214/taser_lobby_071214?hub=Toronto

6.  “We detained, and handed over for severe torture, a lot of innocent people.” In 
2009 Canadian diplomat Richard Colvin shocked the nation with these words. 
In Afghanistan, Canada captured six times more prisoners than the British and 20 
times as many as the Dutch. Colvin explained that “Many were just local people: 
farmers; truck drivers; tailors, peasants...the likelihood is that all the Afghans we 
handed over were tortured.”

Read about the torture in The Globe and Mail...www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/
canada-complicit-in-torture-of-innocent-afghans-diplomat-says/article1369069/

7.    The African nation of Malawi is one of the 10 poorest nations in the world. Before 
Harper, Canada was the sixth largest aid donor to Malawi and biggest supplier of 
school books. Harper closed the Canadian embassy in Malawi and took the country 
(as well as six other African nations) off Canada’s aid priority list. All in all, Harper 
cut aid to Africa in half before eventually freezing all foreign aid in 2010.

Read about the aid cuts in The Globe and Mail...www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/
banned-aid/article1160311/

8.   In order to protect the profits of his friends in Big Oil Stephen Harper has purposely 
sabotaged global efforts to deal with climate change. He has been so destructive in 
this regard that in 2009 prominent politicians and scientists called for Canada to be 
removed from the Commonwealth. This mark of shame had last been used against 
South Africa when it was still under racist Apartheid rule.

Read about it in The Guardian UK...www.theglobeandmail.com/news/opinions/banned-aid/
article1160311/

9.   In 2009, Harper appointed a Minister of Science who refused to say whether he 
believed in evolution. Harper then cut science research funding by $138 Million (while 
the US invested $2.75 Billion). Since 2007 Harper has forced scientists at Environ-
ment Canada to get permission to do interviews, often screening their answers. As 
a result media coverage of climate change science was reduced by 80%.

Read about the evolution scandal at the CBC...www.cbc.ca/news/technology/sto-
ry/2009/03/17/tech-090317-gary-goodyear-evolution.html

10.   At the 2010 G20 summit in Toronto, Harper spent $1.9 million building a fake 
lake and nearly $1 Billion on security for the three-day event. 1,105 arrests were 
made -- the largest mass arrest in Canadian history. Only 99 criminal charges were 
laid. So everyone else was arrested, you know, just ‘cuz.

Read about the arrests in The Toronto Star... www.thestar.com/news/article/904988-
-dimanno-more-needed-than-glib-answer-on-g20

11.  On April 3, 2011 Harper had his people lurk a teenager’s Facebook page and 
then kick her out of an event because she had posed for a photo with Liberal leader 
Michael Ignatieff. This should come as no surprise from Harper -- he tried and failed 
(four times!) to create a law that would allow the government to obtain your personal 
information from an internet provider -- without a warrant.

Read about his attempts to change the law on CBC.ca... www.cbc.ca/news/technology/
story/2010/11/01/justice-nicholson-justice-isp.html

12.  Harper plans to double annual prison spending by 2015 (an increase of $5 billion 
annually), despite the fact that crime rates have been falling for a decade.

Read about it in the Times Colonist... www.timescolonist.com/news/decision-canada/Pris
on+spending+spree+wastes+scarce+dollars/4089927/story.html

13.  Since 2006, Harper has cut funding for women’s advocacy by 43 percent, shut 12 
out of 16 Status of Women offices in Canada and eliminated funding of legal voices 
for women and minority groups, including the National Association of Women and 
the Law and the Courts Challenges Program.

Read about it in The Toronto Star... www.thestar.com/news/canada/article/804414--con-
servatives-accused-of-culture-of-intimidation?bn=1

14.  Harper’s economic “recovery” favoured the extremely wealthy. Over 321,000 
Canadians lost their jobs in 2008 and Canadians’ average wages fell. Meanwhile 
Canada’s 100 wealthiest persons became richer, reaching an average net worth of 
$1.7 billion each, up almost five percent from 2008. 

Read about it in The Tyee... http://thetyee.ca/Opinion/2009/12/28/NoCorporateInvesting/

15.  One of Harper’s top aides, Bruce Carson, had been convicted of five counts of 
fraud. Most recently he was lobbying the government to buy water filtration systems 
for First Nations communities. He wanted the government to buy the systems from 
a company where his 22 year old fiancee was working.

Read about it in The National Post...http://news.nationalpost.com/2011/04/05/former-aides-
criminal-past-dogs-harper-on-campaign-trail/

16.  In spring 2011, a federal court found that Harper’s Conservatives broke election 
spending laws during the campaign which originally brought them to power in 2006. 
Four Conservatives (including two Senators) currently face charges and possibly 
jail time.

Read about it in The Globe and Mail...www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/former-tory-
mps-speak-out-against-in-and-out-campaign-financing/article1929865/

17.  In 2008, Linda Keen, president of the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 
reported that the aging Chalk River nuclear facility was at a risk 1000 times greater 
than the international average. Harper quickly fired her.

Read about it in The Toronto Star...www.thestar.com/article/298408

18.   At the 2009 G20 Harper actually said this – “We also have no history of colonial-
ism. So we have all of the things that many people admire about the great powers 
but none of the things that threaten or bother them.” 

Read about it at Rabble...http://rabble.ca/blogs/bloggers/derrick/2009/09/harper-denial-g20-
canada-has-no-history-colonialism

19.  Stephen Harper weakened regulations so that more pesticide residue could be 
left on your fruits and vegetables.

Read about it in the Canwest News...www.canada.com/topics/bodyandhealth/story.
html?id=2fa3e7f8-9c83-4ea9-ad60-c13b548fe688

20.  Harper decorated the government lobby in parliament with photos of just himself, 
instead of the traditional portraits of former prime ministers.

Read about it in the Ottawa Citizen...http://www.canada.com/ottawacitizen/news/story.
html?id=9c6b53f6-f0a2-4eca-93bb-559023144731

21.  The census is how our government determines the state and needs of the coun-
try. Harper tried to secretly eliminate the long form census so that he could quite 
literally make uninformed decisions.

Read about it in The Hill Times...www.thehilltimes.ca/page/view/long-form-cen-
sus-07-19-2010

22.  The Alliance Church, to which Harper has belonged for decades, believes Jesus 
Christ will return to Earth in an apocalypse, won’t ordain women, strongly opposes 
abortion and divorce, condemns homosexuality as the most base of sins and believes 
those who aren’t born-again are “lost”. 

Read about it in the Vancouver Sun.. .http://communities.canada.com/vancouversun/blogs/
thesearch/archive/2008/09/10/why-stephen-harper-keeps-his-evangelicalism-very-private.
aspx

23.  Despite consistently bragging about how Canada’s economy was a global leader, 
Harper used the excuse of poor economic times to freeze aid to some of the world’s 
most impoverished countries. For a claimed Christian this seems very un-Christ 
like. “From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; and from 
the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will be asked.” - Luke 12:48

Read about it in 680 News...www.680news.com/news/national/article/67295--sachs-slams-
harper-g8-maternal-health-plan-criticizes-planned-aid-freeze?ref=topic&name=ra&title=...

24.  Harper likes being in power so much, he renamed “The Government of Canada” 
to “The Harper Government”.  Creepy right?

Read about it at CBC...www.cbc.ca/news/politics/story/2011/03/04/pol-harper-govt-brand.
html

25.  DID YOU HEAR THAT? 65 FIGHTER JETS FOR 29 BILLION DOLLARS!!!

Read about it at The Globe and Mail... www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/ottawa-note-
book/ottawas-fighter-jet-estimate-all-hogwash-us-watchdog-warns/article1971274/?utm_
medium=Feeds%3A%20RSS%2FAtom&utm_source=Politics&utm_content=1971274

26. In 2008, Luc Pomerleau, a biologist at the Canadian Food Inspection Agency, 
discovered secret government plans to weaken regulations and allow corporate 
food producers to conduct their own safety inspections. Pomerleau leaked the news 
and was immediately fired. Then the listeriosis meat outbreak killed 17 Canadians.

Read about Luc Pomerleau in The Ottawa Citizen...www.canada.com/topics/news/national/
story.html?id=f6a4a56e-c4bc-4742-869f-ef2e5e686e2a

27.  Stephen Harper doesn’t know the difference between people from India and 
First Nations people.
Read about it at CTV... http://ottawa.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20040227/harper_
gaffe_040226?hub=TorontoHome    Reprinted from http://www.shitharperdid.ca/ with permission.

27 things Harper did that you may not have known about or have forgotten...
presented in short paragraphs, with Internet urls for where to read the details



VANCOUVER-- “With Canada on the verge of a federal election, this is a real opportunity 
for opposition parties to show how they would differentiate themselves from the current 
government’s shameful and irresponsible behaviour in regards to what many are calling 
the biggest threat facing the global community,” said Ben West, Climate Campaigner for 
the Wilderness Committee. 

The Wilderness Committee has published a new report,  Global Warming: Made in 
Canada? - Fixing Our Tarnished Reputation, which highlights Canada’s status as a pariah 
on the world stage when it comes to action on climate change. 

Canada has been awarded the “fossil of the year award” four years in row by interna-
tional environmental organizations at the UN climate negotiations. The award is given to 
the country that has done the most to disrupt or undermine the UN climate talks. 

The report outlines a series of policies that could restore Canada’s international reputa-
tion on this issue. “Our report includes the key strategic decisions that we call on all parties 
to adopt as policy, including funds for strategic investments like high speed rail between 
Windsor and Quebec City, and opposition to the proposed Enbridge pipeline and the pro-
posed expansion of the Kinder Morgan pipeline in BC,” said West. 

“This election is an opportunity to bring in policies that reflect the good global citizen-
ship that Canadians pride ourselves in,” said West. “Sitting on one of the biggest reserves 
of fossil fuels left on the planet is a big responsibility and the world is counting on real 
meaningful leadership. The impacts of climate change are already being felt by people 
world wide. We need change and we need it now,” said West.

The report calls for an immediate end to fossil fuel subsidies and a shift from spend-
ing money on new highway development to public transit and electrified passenger rail. 
Canada’s fossil fuel industry is currently subsidized by 1.4 billion dollars a year. The most 
recent numbers from Transportation Canada show that almost four times as much is spent 
on highways than all other modes of transportation combined. Transportation is currently 
the number one source of emissions in Canada. 

The Wilderness Committee is also calling for a ban on expansion of the tar sands and 
all new fossil fuel export infrastructure, including new crude oil pipelines, as well as the 
creation of transition strategies to create good green jobs for Canadians. 
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Scenes from the leadership debate 
in Victoria -- photos by Sharon Hazelwood

The only leadership __candidate not a sitting MLA. Dana Larsen (R) speaks as his 
four opponents sitting on high stools behind him (L-R) Nicholas Simons, Adrian 
Dix, John Horgan and Mike Farnworth  listen carefully.

Audience estimated to number between 400-500 listens to Mike Farnworth.

John Horgan (front), with Adrian Dix immediately behind him, and Nicholas Simon  
and Dana Larsen (rear) wait for the next question from the audience.

Nicholas Simons answers a question from the audience about youth problems.

ELECTION COMMENTARY

By Seth Klein and Adrienne Montani
   

Dear Premier Clark, 
Congratulations on your new job. It’s wonderful that your new government will be “put-

ting families first”. And we were heartened to hear you say on the night of your election 
victory that fighting poverty will be among your top priorities. 

Kudos for moving quickly on two important promises -- eliminating the $6 training wage 
and raising the minimum wage -- and we await news on your commitment to increase the 
Working Income Tax Benefit. 

Increasing the minimum wage to $10.25 by May of next year sends an important signal 
(and it is a tribute to all those who have campaigned so long on this issue). About 13 percent 
of all employed workers in the province, many of them parents, earn less than $10 per 
hour, so the announced increase will benefit them all. Ultimately, what is needed is a clear 
rationale for setting the minimum wage. We recommend that you link it to the poverty line, 
and then index it to inflation, so that employers can plan for predictable increases, and we 
can cease having this debate every few years. 

 But what more does “putting families first” require? We offer the following recommen-
dations for a bold and comprehensive poverty reduction plan with legislated targets and 
timelines, and annual public reporting on progress.  

1. Create a provincial non-profit child care system that offers high quality, affordable 
and accessible care for all families. This is a vital employment support, and necessary to 
enhance child development.  Currently, parents pay punishingly high fees, there are too 
few spaces, and early childhood educators are under-paid.

2. Encourage employers in both the public and private sectors to pay the living family 
wages, that is, wages that provide a basic level of economic security (calculated annually 
by our organizations).  No parent should be required to work so many hours that he or she 
is deprived of time for parenting, but that is what happens when wages are so low that 
parents must work multiple jobs just to make ends meet.

3. Many important government subsidies and benefits have income thresholds that are 
much too low, and are clawed-back so quickly that modest income families face some of 
the highest marginal tax rates in the province. For example, many modest-income families 
(despite struggling with a bare-bones budget), do not qualify for the low-income carbon tax 
credit, the sales tax credit, the Rental Assistance Program, MSP premium assistance, or 
provincial child care subsidies. This can be rectified with smart fiscal policy. Rather than 
wasting precious public resources on expensive tax cuts (that benefit the rich as well as the 
poor), focus your efforts on those families struggling to make ends meet. You have begun 
to recognize this reality when you rightly stated, “government needs to start thinking more 
holistically about all of these costs.”

4. Reform BC’s income assistance policies to better support parents and their children’s 
healthy development. It is time to raise inadequate shelter and support rates, index them to 
inflation, and restore earnings and child support exemptions. Revise the rates for parents/
grandparents with children with disabilities to better reflect their extra needs. 

5. Increase government’s efforts to end homelessness, and increase the availability of 
safe and affordable housing for low-income families. As a province, we need to return to 
the historic practice of bringing on-stream 2,000 new units of social housing a year. If we 
do so, we can end homelessness in our wealthy province.

6. Work with the federal government to achieve enhanced parental leave through the 
Employment Insurance system.  

7. Ensure BC’s public schools have sufficient funding to deliver on their promise of 
equitable opportunity for all children, regardless of ability or income level. Necessary sup-
ports for children with special needs should not be so scarce.

8. Ensure the Ministry of Children and Family Development has sufficient funding to 
carry out its child protection mandate with integrity, based on high standards of practice.  
Improve supports for youth in care as they transition to adulthood. 

9. After BC’s work-start age was lowered to 12 years old, work-related injury claims for 
12 to 14-year-old children increased ten-fold. Raise the work-start age in BC back up to 
15 and strengthen protections for young people at work.

You have also emphasized the importance of job creation. This too is vital. The latest 
StatsCan numbers report a BC unemployment rate of 8.8 percent (distressingly high, and 
above any province west of the Maritimes). This should tell us that an economic strategy 
premised on tax cuts doesn’t work. We need to be more creative. 

We appreciate your commitment to applying a family impact lens to all cabinet deci-
sions.  We wish you good luck and great speed.  

 
Adrienne Montani is provincial coordinator, First Call: BC Child and Youth Advocacy Coalition, and 
Seth Klein, is director, Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives. The CPA BC Office, is located at 1400-
207 West Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 1H7; telephone: 604-801-5121; fax: 604-801-5122

Memo to the new premier: Here’s what 
putting families first should look like

Opposition should differentiate themselves
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WikiLeaks: the birth 
of new media
By Heather Tufts

“Intelligence agencies keep things 
secret because they often violate the rule 
of law or of good behaviour. It is the role of 
good journalism to take on powerful abus-
ers...and we believe that is a good thing to 
engage in.” -- Julian Assange, founder of 
WikiLeaks.

 In its landmark ruling on the release of 
the Pentagon Papers during the Vietnam 
War the US Supreme Court ruled that “only 
a free and unrestrained press can effectively 
expose deception in government”.  This 
endorsement for a free press is one of the 
guiding principles of WikiLeaks.

 WikiLeaks is a not-for-profit organization 
whose primary goal is to bring important 
news and information to the public. The 
combination of high-end security technolo-
gies with anonymous sources of information 
has made their style of journalism quite 
unique. On receipt of information WikiLeaks 
journalists analyze the material, verify it 
and write a news piece describing its sig-
nificance to society. They publish original 
source material alongside news stories so 
that readers are provided a solid foundation 
of evidence about the truth in their stories. 

On Sunday, November 28, 2010, 
WikiLeaks began publishing 251,287 
leaked United States embassy cables, the 
largest set of confidential documents ever 
to be released into the public domain. The 
documents give people around the world an 
unprecedented insight into the US govern-
ment’s foreign activities. WikiLeaks has also 
said as many as 2,648 of these releases 
mention Canada.

In December 2010 WikiLeaks released a 
secret memo from Canada’s ambassador in 
Kabul which outlined a high level of mistrust 
between the Afghanistan government and 
the NATO alliance. 

 In a diplomatic note that was obtained 
by the National Post, William Crosbie out-
lined fears that WikiLeaks revelations could 
force Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai to 
“burn his bridges” with the coalition forces. It 
was also revealed that Mr. Crosbie attended 
a meeting where he spoke critically about 
the misuse of power by Mr. Karzai and called 
on the international community to oppose 
the president’s attempts to take control of 
electoral law in the country.

 In a cable from July 2008, ex-CSIS 
director Jim Judd revealed to State Depart-
ment official Eliot Cohen that Iran’s Ministry 
of Intelligence and Security had approached 
Canadian intelligence and offered to provide 
information on potential attacks in Afghani-
stan. CSIS declined the offer because the 
agency is “very, very worried about Iran.” 

In the years leading up to the founding 
of WikiLeaks, the  world’s publishing media 
was becoming less independent and unwill-
ing to ask the hard questions of government, 
corporations and other institutions. This 
created a vacuum for an unbiased and non-
profit media source. Hence a new form of 
media was born, where information can no 
longer be withheld and news in this context 
is released without fear or favour! 

 “The great American president Thomas 
Jefferson once observed that the price of 
freedom is eternal vigilance. We believe that 
journalism plays a key role in this vigilance.” 
-- WikiLeaks.

 Publishing unbiased news improves 
transparency, and the revelation of truth can 
reduce corruption and help create a stronger 
democracy. WikiLeaks provides careful in-
structions on how to submit material, via net 
cafes, wireless hot spots and even by mail 
so that even if the process is infiltrated by 

 VICTORIA -- Congregation Emanu-El’s 
social action group, Avodah, has announced 
that McGregor Socks (Toronto) has donated 
another 7,500 pairs of socks en route for 
homeless and poor people in the Capital Re-
gion.  This brings to 33,000 the total number 
of pairs of socks that McGregor Socks has 
donated to the Capital Region since 2005!

The population groups served by the 
Access Health Centre are much more 
susceptible than the general population 
to foot-related diseases and ailments. On 
December 13, a nurse from the Cool Aid 
Community Health Centre (713 Johnson 
Street) discussed the critical importance of 
healthy feet and quality socks for people 
without homes who are subject to the rain 

and cold and who spend a great deal of their 
time standing. 

 The socks were be distributed to the 
following  social service providers, who 
gave them out to the people who need 
them most:  AIDS Vancouver Island, Out 
of the Rain Youth Night Shelter,  Burnside 
Gorge Community Association, James Bay 
Community project/Youth Clinic, Kiwanis 
Emergency Youth Shelter, Native Friend-
ship Centre, Our Place, Pacifica Housing 
Service, PEERS, Rainbow Kitchen, REES 
Program, Rock Bay Landing, Single Parent 
Resource Centre, Cool Aid Health Clinic, 
Sandy Merriman Shelter, VARCS Mobile X 
Van, YM/YWCA Outreach and the Extreme 
Weather shelters. 

McGregor Socks gives another 
7,500 pairs for local homeless

an external agency, sources can still not be 
traced. Sources of information will often be 
targets of intelligence operations and so it 
is suggested that sending sensitive informa-
tion to Wikileaks be done away from home 
or work where surveillance could be placed.

Angry reprisals against the WikiLeaks 
impertinence of speaking truth to power 
have resulted in many attempts to discredit 
the organization. Last November an appar-
ent hacker attack crashed the Wikileaks 
website, just as 250,000 leaked US diplo-
matic dispatches were being made public, 
but news media sites carrying edited ver-
sions of the cables remained operational.

Attacks on WikiLeaks have been relent-
less: Swiss Bank freezes the legal defence 
fund; WikiLeaks expelled from its home at 
Amazon.com; Julian Assange should be 
assassinated; Pay pal freezes Wikileaks 
account; Australia considers freezing As-
sange’s passport; WikiLeaks should be 
deemed a terrorist organization; all of this 
followed by the personal attack on Julian 
Assange with a conveniently arranged sex 
charge in Sweden. The attempts to halt free 
speech are insidious and profound. 

Bradley Manning, the Army intelligence 
analyst accused of leaking classified mate-
rial to WikiLeaks, has been imprisoned since 
May 2010. He has been routinely subjected 
to inhumane and torturous treatments such 
as isolation, systematic humiliations and 
sleep deprivation. Manning’s abusive incar-
ceration aims at trying to falsely implicate 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange as an 
active procurer of the leaks in order to seek 
Assange’s extradition to the US.

These days Reuters routinely reports 
facts released by WikiLeaks such as: 
“Libya’s secretive sovereign wealth fund 
has $32 billion in cash with several US 
banks each managing up to $500 million, 
and it has primary investments in London, 
a confidential diplomatic cable shows.” The 
cable, obtained by WikiLeaks, revealed the 
details of a meeting between the head of 
the Libyan Investment Authority (LIA) and 
the US ambassador in Tripoli. 

Such information is worthy of note es-
pecially at such times of Middle East unrest 
and just as the United States and European 
governments were exploring the possibility 
of freezing assets belonging to the Libyan 
government. Predictably several US govern-
ment officials have criticized WikiLeaks for 
exposing classified information and claim 
that the leaks harm national security and 
compromise international diplomacy.

In an interview on The Colbert Report, 
Julian Assange spoke about the limits to 
freedom of speech, saying: “It is not an 
ultimate freedom, however free speech is 
what regulates government and regulates 
law. That is why in the US constitution the 
Bill of Rights says that congress is to make 
no such law abridging the freedom of the 
press.”

 Supporters of WikiLeaks in the media 
and academia have commended it for ex-
posing state and corporate secrets, increas-
ing transparency, supporting freedom of the 
press, and enhancing democratic discourse 
while challenging powerful institutions.

Having a free and unrestrained press is 
a cornerstone of democracy and WikiLeaks’ 
right to disseminate information is an inher-
ent right of passage whose time has come. 
Evidence-based reporting coupled with 
global access to social media has radically 
changed the world’s capacity for access to 
unfiltered information and truth.

By Ben Parfitt
Early last year, an army of workers at 

a remote natural gas operation in northern 
British Columbia set world record for hydrau-
lic fracturing or “fracking”, a procedure that 
is rapidly becoming the norm in the global 
gas industry.

They pumped nearly 400 Olympic 
swimming pools worth of water along with 
500,000 kilograms of sand underground to 
fracture deeply buried shale rock, thereby 
releasing its trapped gas.

As fracking becomes more common, 
people living in natural gas-rich northeast 
BC are increasingly alarmed over the as-
sociated public health and safety risks.

The pressure at which water, sand and 
undisclosed chemicals is pumped below-
ground is so intense that it triggers tiny 
earthquakes. In using such brute force, 
unforeseen and unwelcome problems can 
— and do — surface elsewhere, problems 
that may include dangerous releases of gas 
containing hydrogen sulphide, also known 
as sour gas.

Long before fracking arrived on the 
scene, the health threats posed by chronic 
exposure to sour gas with low levels of 
hydrogen sulphide were well known and 
ran the gamut from irritated eyes to miscar-
riages. But it was the uncontrolled releases 
of gas containing 300 parts per million or 
more of hydrogen sulphide that filled people 
living in BC’s Peace River region with dread. 
Such releases killed or seriously injured in-
dustry workers; caused deaths, birth defects 
or miscarriages in cattle; forced people to 
abandon their homes by dead of night; and 
led at least one school district to station 
buses outside an elementary school in case 
sour gas escaped from a nearby well site, 
forcing an emergency evacuation.

These and other uncomfortable realities 
of living in the heart of BC’s natural gas de-
velopment zone recently prompted a local 
citizens group — the Peace Environment 
and Safety Trustees Society (PESTS) — 
to call upon the provincial government to 
launch a formal inquiry under BC’s Health 
Act to delve into the health risks associated 
with sour gas. The justification for such an 
inquiry was laid out in chilling detail with 
the assistance of Calvin Sandborn, at the 
University of Victoria’s Environmental Law 
Clinic, and Tim Thielmann, an environmental 
lawyer.

The initiative has since snowballed. Let-
ters of support for an inquiry have come from 
the Peace River Regional District, public 
health officers, First Nations and others. A 
common refrain in the correspondence is 
that when it comes to key decisions on oil 
and gas industry activities — for example, 
the locating of gas wells and pipelines that 
can release toxic gas — public health of-
ficials are cut out of the loop. Yet it is they, 
and the public they serve, who are forced 
to respond when things go wrong.

Things most decidedly did go wrong in 
November 2009, when failed piping at a gas 
well in the Peace region spewed 30,000 
cubic metres of gas into the air. Hydrogen 

sulphide levels in the escaping gas were 
six times above lethal levels. The estimated 
eight-hour gas leak forced the evacuation 
of 18 residents living near the community of 
Pouce Coupe, killed a horse and resulted 
in at least one emergency hospitalization.

BC’s Oil and Gas Commission (OGC), 
which approved the well owned by Encana 
Corporation, later concluded that frack sand 
corroded the pipes and caused the poten-
tially fatal leak.

Over the past three decades, at least 
34 workers in BC and Alberta have been 
killed in sour-gas related incidents and 
hundreds more disabled. By sheer luck, 
massive uncontrolled sour gas releases in 
BC have often occurred far away from local 
communities. In 2003, residents near Gao 
Qiao, Chonquing, China weren’t so lucky. A 
sour gas leak there forced the evacuation 
of 64,000 residents and killed 243 people 
in what became a 25 square kilometre 
death zone.

Escalating fracking activities increase 
the likelihood of such leaks. As a recent 
OGC “safety advisory” notes, high-pressure 
fracking operations have on at least 18 oc-
casions resulted in what are euphemistically 
called “communications” between northern 
BC gas wells.

What this means is that fracking at one 
well causes unwanted problems at another. 
In one such event, the same type of corro-
sive frack sand linked to the Pouce Coupe 
disaster was blown between two gas wells 
spaced 670 metres apart.

Under the circumstances, members of 
the Peace Environment and Safety Trustees 
Society should be lauded for being “pests”. 
By highlighting the public health and safety 
risks associated with sour gas, they may 
force the provincial government to do the 
right thing: call an inquiry that is clearly in 
the public interest, but most particularly in 
the interests of the women, children and 
men who call the Peace River region home.

  
Ben Parfitt is a resource policy analyst with the BC 
office of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives and author of Fracture Lines: Will Canada’s 
Water be Protected in the Rush to Develop Shale 
Gas?, a report for the Program on Water Issues 
at the Munk School of Global Affairs.

CCPA BC Office is located at 1400-207 West 
Hastings Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 1H; 
telephone 604-801-5121; fax:604-801-5122. 

Fracking for oil in northern BC 
not worth serious health and 
environmental risks

ECOMYSTICISM...the Profound Experi-
ence of Nature as a Spiritual Guide, by 
Dr. C. von Essen, MD, BEAR & Co.

 The author shows that an encounter in 
nature can heal.  The stimulation of gazing 
at a starry night, or watching an owl in its 
silent flight, or the sudden sight of a bright 
patch of spring flowers; such mystical expe-
riences give us clarity in our self assessment 
and our view of the world.  

This is an important book in the ad-
vancement of education.

   --Ron Macisaac

Ron reviews:

COMMENTARY
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Preface
By Helen Forsey

 “I’m getting old and infernal,” my father would say with a twinkle, as he got ready to leave 
for his Parliament Hill office. He used his great-aunt Molly’s phrase with gusto, enjoying 
the wordplay as much as the double-barrelled shot at himself. Since turning 80, he found 
that physical tasks took him longer than they had when he was a sprightly 70-year-old, but 
mentally he had not slowed down at all.

Eugene Forsey had only just begun to adopt the “old” part of the label, but “infernal” was 
something he had always been. Well known for the vigour of his opinions, the tenacity of 
his commitments, and the scathing wit with which he demolished opposing arguments, he 
was a thorn in the side of numerous establishments through six decades of rather public life.

When Dad took something on, he would throw himself into it with energy and emphasis. 
This lifetime habit got him into plenty of trouble over the years, as his controversial views 
and the forcefulness with which he propounded them rubbed many people the wrong way. 
Yet he himself failed to fit into a classic curmudgeon role, confounding such expectations 
with characteristic humour, humility and generosity of spirit.

Admittedly, his choice of issues could be perplexing. Even some of his friends were 
puzzled by his fervent advocacy of the reserve powers of the Crown, his fury over the “two 
nations” theory of Canada, or the vehemence with which he regularly denounced what he 
considered improper English.1

Others could understand his passion for the issues, but had trouble with the specific 
positions he took. A stalwart CCFer leaping to the defence of former Tory prime minister 
Arthur Meighen? A founder of the Montreal Civil Liberties Union supporting the War Mea-
sures Act in 1970? An energetic proponent of an inclusive federalism opposing the Meech 
Lake Accord?2

Each of these apparent contradictions, of course, has its own story. It wasn’t that my 
father was unpredictable; it was just that one had to understand where he was coming from 
in order to understand the places where he ended up. 

This book is my personal exploration of those places, and of the pathways that con-
nect them. It is written in the belief that such an exploration holds continuing relevance for 
Canadians today, for many of the political and personal dilemmas my Dad faced are as 
current now as they were decades ago. As we grapple with those issues in their present 
forms, his thinking and example can inform and inspire us.

               ***
It was early in 1991 when my father passed his torch to those who would follow. He 

had carried it faithfully through the better part of a century—his intimate knowledge of the 
workings of our democracy, his vision of Canada as a better place, and his determination 
to always strive for the common good. At the time of his death, he must have had some 
sense of just how important that kind of knowledge, vision, and determination would be to 
those of us who remained. 

He had, of course, seen the signs -- too many dire indicators of worse to come. By the 
beginning of the 1990s, the forces he had spent his life opposing had made enormous 
gains, both in the public mind and in political practice. The corporate bottom line was rap-
idly overtaking the common good as the ultimate standard for Canadian public policy, and 
the human and environmental consequences of this shift were increasingly being felt. On 
the constitutional front, the Meech Lake battle was over, but other problems were already 
looming on the horizon. 

Eugene Forsey, the old war-horse, was getting tired. Ever since his student days he 
had been fighting for what he believed in, sometimes out on the front lines, sometimes off 
to one side, tilting at chosen windmills. Most often, perhaps, he worked behind the scenes, 
“on the fringe” of public life.3 Now, at age 86, the toll of the years was showing. 

Not that this stopped him from engaging in public debate. Just a few days before his 
death, he sent yet another defiant polemic to the newspapers, blasting the latest constitu-
tional proposals from the Quebec Liberal Party.4 But that was his final effort. On the morning 
of February 20, 1991, he died peacefully in his sleep.

And now Canada is left with his legacy:  a legacy that, in an urgent and continuing way, 
is a call to action for us all. It is also a tool kit, containing a wealth of wisdom and skills, love 
and faith, strength and laughter—a cache of riches we can draw on for the times still to come. 

               ***
“It’s not everyone,” a friend told me, “who gets to trace their childhood memories in the 

national archives!” No indeed; mine is a very special privilege, and it brings with it a special 
responsibility for sharing the treasures I have found. 

Because my Dad was a public figure of some significance on the Canadian scene, my 
personal stories of him are connected to Canada’s story by myriad threads. As that national 
story continues to unfold in the face of challenges old and new, those connections gain in 
importance. This book combines the public record of his life with my personal perspective, 
and offers the synthesis back to our country. 

Eugene Forsey’s “life on the fringe” made a difference while he lived, and it can con-
tinue to make a difference now. For the majority of us -- ordinary Canadians who are never 
likely to be anywhere else but “on the fringe” -- that realization is particularly important. 
The legacy he left us is at once both ordinary and extraordinary, and much of its relevance 
lies in precisely that fact. 

My original motivation for embarking on this labour of love was the need to bring my 
father’s voice into the public forum once again, to reinsert his ideas and his example into the 
crucial debates of our time. But in the course of my research and writing, my purpose has 
expanded. Beyond the responsibility for presenting his work in an accurate and accessible 
way, I feel a further obligation to him, as well as to the reader and to the country. I need to 
address without flinching not only the issues themselves, but also the gaps in my under-
standing of his beliefs, the doubts and differences that sometimes separated us, and the 
further perspectives I have developed with the passing of time and the unfolding of events. 

As a result, it is not just my Dad’s voice that speaks through these pages, but mine as 
well. I write with a daughter’s love and admiration, but also, I hope, with a critic’s aware-
ness and an activist’s passion. This in turn demands that I be very clear about when I am 
offering my own interpretations; that I acknowledge my ownership of ideas and approaches 
that are not necessarily his. This I solemnly undertake to do. As Eugene Forsey’s daughter, 
I could hardly do otherwise. 

Any reader looking for detachment and objectivity in these pages will thus have a fruit-
less search. I admit in advance to a shameless subjectivity, an intensely personal approach 
grounded in my own values and understandings, which overlap but are not identical with his.

This book was never intended in any case to be a standard biographical tract, an exhaus-
tive compiling of context, documentation, and analysis. Nor have I attempted to put together 
a “collected works” or “selected writings”. For present purposes I am neither biographer 
nor editor; instead, I am a traveller, journeying through the landscape of my father’s legacy. 

Flowing from this is the thematic structure I have chosen. The broad themes which 
constitute his legacy can be seen as places he dwelt in or visited, pathways he explored. He 
returned often to these places, deepening his understanding and expanding his knowledge 
of the terrain within and between them. By organizing the book around those themes, I 
am able to visit each of those places in turn and spend the necessary time there, without 
having to interrupt my stay to take off for somewhere else. I can focus and develop each 
theme on its own terms, avoiding the fragmentation that would be imposed by a rigidly 

chronological structure. 
Of course, in order to conduct a coherent discussion of any of these themes, it is im-

portant to know the sequence of related events and the historical context in which they 
happened. To that end, I begin with a chapter sketching the main outlines of my father’s 
life story. Together with the chronological summary in the Appendix, this should provide the 
reader with the necessary biographical pegs to hang the rest of the material on.

I am very fortunate that a great deal of my Dad’s thinking and action is preserved in writ-
ten form. He was always writing something; many of my early memories are of him banging 
away at his trusty old manual typewriter in the small spare bedroom he used for a study. 
Over the years, he churned out hundreds of newspaper and magazine articles, as well as 
scholarly essays and reviews, several books, and an unremitting stream of letters to the 
editor. In addition, he left reams of unpublished work—decades of briefs and memoranda, 
speeches, university lectures, convocation addresses, interviews, panel presentations, 
and radio and television appearances. Much of this material is still available, not only in 
various archival collections but also in actual use in offices and classrooms and libraries 
across this country. A selected listing is provided in the Bibliography.

Nor is it only his formal writings that survive. Even today, hundreds of individual Ca-
nadians from all parts of the country and many different walks of life still treasure their 
personal correspondence with Eugene Forsey, who took the time to write and answer 
their questions on labour or constitutional subjects, respond to their ideas and initiatives, 
provide exhaustive critiques of their manuscripts, or help plan strategies for action on some 
burning public issue. 

Letters were Dad’s preferred way of staying in touch with people. He avoided the 
telephone the way hay-fever sufferers avoid ragweed. If he wanted to invite someone to 
lunch, even in the same city, he would dash off a letter to them and pop it in the mail. As 
a result, there is a paper trail for much of his everyday life, and even some of his shortest 
and most mundane letters sparkle with his spirit. I repeatedly raided my treasure trove of 
his personal letters, spending hours entranced by the stories, thoughts, and feelings that 
flowed so easily from his pen.

Obviously, there is much more to my father’s legacy than his writings. Many people have 
shared with me their memories of him as friend or family, as mentor or co-worker, as ally or 
adversary in academic or public debate. Their different perspectives informed and stimulated 
my own journey, and added immensely to the breadth and depth of my understanding. 

In addition, a massive family collection of photographs and a number of audio and video 
tapes provided what felt almost like direct contact with him and my mother. They made me 
long to just sit with them again over a cup of tea and ask them all sorts of questions which 
now seem so obvious and important, but which I never thought to ask while they were alive.

Just to sit down and talk with him again—that was what so many of those I spoke with 
wished they could do. To see that twinkle in his eye, listen to those lively anecdotes, ask 
him about some specific point and hear him expound on it with his unfailing verve and 
vigour—only in memory and imagination can we do that now. But his spirit is clearly present 
in those memories and imaginings, and I trust it is present here in what I have written as well.

On both the personal and political levels, then, this book is a journey of discovery. I 
invite the reader to join me on my quest.

Lower Island News is pleased to report that we will be publishing further excerpts 
from Helen Forsey’s book in future editions. Watch for them!

Eugene Forsey - Canada’s Maverick Sage, by Helen Forsey, 
to be published this spring by Blue Butterfly Books

The author, Helen Forsey, poses by the roadside for a photo with her father Eugene 
Forsey, during their trip to Newfoundland in 1983.

Keep in touch with 

Beacon Hill New Democrats 
You can reach president Chris Gainor 

by phone at 250-380-6358 or at cgainor@shaw.ca 

Further contact info: http://vbhndp.bc.ca

Write to  PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 
or phone 250-386-8497

Imagine your business card here! 
For further information and cost, email dale_young@telus.net
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Three books in review 

Imperialism, War and “National Security”
Reviewed by Barry Weisleder

‘“Is there anybody who thinks we ought 
to leave Afghanistan?” the president asked. 
Everyone in the room was quiet. They 
looked at him. No one said anything. “Okay,” 
he said, “now that we’ve dispensed with that, 
let’s get on.”’

One hundred and eighty-six into its 441 
pages, the political framework of Obama’s 
Wars by Bob Woodward (Simon and Schus-
ter, New York, 2010) is clearly delimited. 
There is no questioning of the ‘”right” of 
the United States of America to intervene 
in the affairs of countries and nations the 
world over. There is no elaboration on the 
admission that important energy resources 
are at stake. The vast and valuable mineral 
reserves of Afghanistan, its potential as a 
convenient corridor for oil and gas pipelines 
from the Caspian Sea to the Indian Ocean, 
and the array of Canadian, US and other 
transnational mining and energy compa-
nies lining up for territorial concessions, 
do not merit even a footnote. Concerning 
imperialism as an economic system, which 
the ideology of “national security” dutifully 
serves, the book is mute.

But as a booster of the dominant ide-
ology, like its namesake hero, Obama’s 
Wars is effusive. America is presented 
as the repository of world civilization and 
democracy, and its “resilient” response to 
the 9-11 attacks at home is to wage wars 
abroad. How Obama squares that with his 
pre-election end-the-wars pledge, and how 
he takes on the vested military establish-
ment, is Woodward’s literary spin. It is the 
stuff of his latest ‘”instant-history”.

Along the way the reader is treated to 
a sweeping survey of the personalities and 
tactical conflicts at the summits of capitalist 
political and military power. One is offered an 
intimate portrait of the young president who 
strives to master “the game”. As a Who’s 
Who guide to D.C., this crisply written, very 
readable book is a useful reference. But 
that’s about it.

Bob Woodward, the Pulitzer Prize-
winning associate editor at the Washington 
Post, has gained a reputation as gossip-
monger to the governing elite. From his 
keyboard (or that of his much-praised, but 
little-credited chief researcher/writer Josh 
Boak), a rogues gallery of war criminals 
comes to life. Their interactions in Congres-
sional hearing rooms, Pentagon offices, 
White House corridors, and the hallowed 
Situation Room appear to drive all that hap-
pens in the world. And, for what it’s worth, 
Woodward’s characters are more articulate 
and voluble than their counterparts on the 
TV drama 24. 

Within a shared imperial framework, 
Vice-President Joe Biden (“avoid the shame 
of another Vietnam defeat”) confronts 
gung-ho interventionist Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. Obama’s chief of staff Rahm 
Emanuel calls the war “political flypaper”. 
An ominous review of Afghanistan-Pakistan 
strategy by Bruce Riedel, ex-CIA analyst, 
delivers a political hot potato: the central 
problem is Pakistan. Obama muses about 
taking civic measures to “reduce the appeal 
of violent extremism to young Muslims”. 

However, “This sounded alarm bells 
for Gates, Mullen, Petraeus and McChrys-
tal”, the Secretary of Defense, US Navy 
Admiral, US Military Commander, and 
US Army General, respectively. A debate 
about “counter-terrorism” versus “counter-
insurgency” ensued. The former course is 
remote-controlled and weapons intensive; 
the latter requires an extensive, endless oc-
cupation, to the tune of one soldier or police 
per 50 residents. Given the stratospheric 
rate of attrition from the Afghan Forces (over 
25 percent a year) such a ratio is surreal, 
short of a permanent US-NATO occupation 
force of 500,000 plus.

Woodward uses his superior access 
to powerful people and his uncanny ability 
to acquire purloined classified documents 
and coveted private notes of participants, 
to reconstruct a chronology of debates, 
disputes and decisions made within the rul-
ing circles. These he employs to illuminate 
a number of false dilemmas: Is the aim to 
defeat, or to disrupt the Taliban? Should the 
“surge” be comprised of 30,000 or 40,000 
additional US troops? To what extent should 

the lethal drone attacks on insurgent forces 
in Pakistan’s Federally Administered Tribal 
Areas (FATA) be escalated at the risk of 
further destabilizing the US client regime 
in Islamabad?

It’s 10 overlapping wars in one, says a 
circumspect Army Lieutenant Douglas Lute. 
There’s the NATO war (with a Canadian 
General in command), the CIA covert para-
military war, and distinct wars being con-
ducted by Green Berets and Joint Special 
Operations Command, each tracking “high 
value” targets. The training and equipment 
commands have their own operations. The 
Afghan National Army, the Afghan National 
Police and the Afghan National Directorate 
for Security are also fighting separate wars. 

So much money expended, yet so little 
popular support exists for the occupation, 
which (not surprisingly) is seen as foreign, 
and cruelly indifferent to massive Afghan 
casualties. This increasingly casts the aus-
tere, reactionary Taliban, most active in the 
mainly Pashtun eastern provinces, as well 
as other insurgent forces in a positive light. 
Woodward, who toured Helmand province 
with General James L. Jones, admits that 
without American billions, bombs, and eco-
nomic conscripts on the ground, President 
Hamid Karzai would not even be mayor of 
a Kabul cul de sac.

Jones, Obama’s national security ad-
viser, put the Afghanistan war in a political 
context. “If we don’t succeed here, orga-
nizations like NATO, by association the 
European Union, and the United Nations 
might be relegated to the dustbin of history.” 
Shorn of their fig leaf, the nakedness of the 
malefactors of global injustice would be 
more visible. Should we be worried?

Life can be hard on publishers. 
WikiLeaks stole the thunder of Obama’s 
Wars by revealing Washington’s contempt 
for its allies/puppets in the region, and by 
exposing Obama’s order for a dramatic 
increase in the bombings of Pakistan’s 
untamed north-west.

At home, Obama’s hand-picked cabi-
net of militarists want “more boots on the 
ground”. As Petraeus and others kept agi-
tating for further escalation, ignoring study 
after study of the deepening quagmire, the 
president took the unusual step of writing 
a six-page plan that defined goals and set 
limits. He fired McChrystal for disparaging 
its author. But no matter how lawyerly well-
written, no president’s scheme can arrest 
the dynamic of imperialist intervention.

Fraught with terminal contradictions, 
Obama’s exit strategy resembles the plot 
line of a George Orwell novel. It starts with 
a military surge, and is tied to a shrinking 
social base dominated by some of the most 
corrupt, undemocratic politicians on Earth. 
Washington’s surge specialist, the “hero of 
Bagdad”, General Petraeus, confides “This 
is the kind of fight we’re in for the rest of our 
lives and probably our kids’ lives.” 

As in Vietnam, the reality is that there 
is no voluntary exit strategy for the US in 
Afghanistan, nor in Iraq and Pakistan for that 
matter. The smoke and mirrors of politically 
embedded, award-winning journalists can 
buy only so much time for imperial ambition.

The inconvenient fact that 60 percent 
of Americans polled, plus 80 percent of 
Canadians, and untold majorities of peoples 
worldwide demand total withdrawal now 
of foreign military forces from the Middle 
East and South Asia is of no concern to the 
imperialist rulers – at least not until those 
popular majorities are mobilized in such a 
way as to threaten the profits and power of 
the classes that rule.

Barack Obama made his bed with the 
bourgeoisie long ago. The cerebral former 
community organizer pushes trillions of 
depreciating US dollars to Wall Street and 
the Pentagon, while starving human needs. 
That, apparently, is the price of “greatness” 
in the decadent capitalist game. “Change 
you can believe in”, from within the sys-
tem, it turns out, is no change at all. From 
Palestine to Pakistan, these are truly now 
Obama’s wars.

               ***
But it doesn’t end there. Civil liberties, 

more precisely the basic rights of the work-
ing class majority of society, are another ca-

sualty of the wars abroad. Fortunately, there 
are some recently published books that do 
address this crucial human dimension.

One well worth reading is Dark Days: 
The Story of Four Canadians Tortured 
in the Name of Fighting Terror, by Kerry 
Pither (Viking Canada, Toronto, 2008, 460 
pages). It relates, with the narrative drive of 
a thriller, the harrowing experiences of four 
Canadian Muslim men who were intercepted 
abroad and sent by US officials to Syria 
and/or Egypt for interrogation and torture, 
with full RCMP and Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service collaboration. Ahmad 
El Maati, Abdullah Almalki, Maher Arar, 
and Muayyed Nureddin were eventually 
released without charge, after unspeakable 
sufferings, and only due to persistent public 
campaigning by their families, their lawyers 
and allied social movements.

Possession of a tourist map, a knowl-
edge of electronics or of aviation, or simply 
being Arab or Muslim is enough for state 
authorities, keen to justify “security” expen-
ditures, to implicate innocent persons in ter-
rorism. But behind the zealous cops, spies 
and torturers are the policies and interests 
of capital – the fountain of divide and rule 
tactics in the pursuit of war for profit.

Although Dark Days misses the forest for 
the trees, overlooks the system served by 
the lies, hubris and malfeasance it lays bare, 
the book rescues the humanity of some of 
the system’s victims. And it reminds us, in 
the words of Ahmad El Maati, that “Since 
9/11, so many others have just disappeared, 
or are still in prisons, with no right to ask 
questions.”

     ***
National security, which is really about 

the security of capital from its critics, has 
been a tool of conformism long before 
post 9/11 trauma. The Canadian War on 

Queers: National Security as Sexual 
Regulation, by Gary Kinsman and Patrizia 
Gentile (UBCPress, Vancouver, 2010, 554 
pages) provides a very well-researched 
history of the movements for gay/lesbian 
equality from the 1950s through the 1990s. 

The book vividly connects Canadian 
state discrimination against homosexuals, 
the spying on and interrogation of activists, 
and the disruption of grass roots human 
rights campaigns, directly to the imperatives 
of capitalist rule. Heterosexism, like sex-
ism, racism and today’s top-down fostered 
Islamophobia, is a long-standing divide and 
rule prejudice. It is particularly useful to the 
state in the event of war, that is, all too often. 
The ongoing nature of the attack on demo-
cratic and human rights (from the incarcera-
tion or imposition of ultra-restrictive living 
conditions on Muslim and Tamil refugees 
in Canada, to the widespread violation of 
civil liberties by police in connection with 
the G20 Summit in Toronto last June, to the 
latest FBI raids on anti-war activists across 
the USA) makes it crucial that the process 
of “forgetting” the historical roots of state 
repression, and the struggle against it, be 
confronted and overcome. 

Despite much self-conscious, arch-ac-
ademic phraseology, Kinsman and Gentile 
make a compelling case, masterfully sum-
marized in the last chapter, that capitalist 
globalization and the “expanding national 
security state” go hand in hand. Gay or 

straight, religious or secular, regardless of 
colour, sex, language or ethnicity, working 
people will find freedom sooner when we 
come to see “national security”, like pa-
triotism, as the common refuge of many a 
monied scoundrel.

Barry Weisleder is co-chair of the NDP Socialist 
Caucus, and Canada editor of the monthly North 
American newspaper Socialist Action.

VICTORIA, by S. Mayse, photos by C. Cheadle, HARBOUR PUBLISHING
Even for Victoria natives, this book will introduce you to spots you will have missed.  

The book will enrich your ability to show off the city to guests.  
Great coverage of a wonderfull city!
 

BATTLEFRONT NURSES in WW1, by  M. Duffus, TOWN & GOWN PRESS, Victoria
This is a fascinating story of the experiences of two BC Nursing Sisters in the wartime 

life of the English, French and Greek locations of battle.  
Highlights are the photos that accompany the stories.
I could not put it down.
 

 EDGE OF THE SOUND, MEMOIRS OF A WEST COAST LOG SALVAGER, by J. Ham-
mond, CAITLIN PRESS

The author married salvager Dick Hammond and recounts her adventurous life pulling 
out lost logs in the wild waters of the Sunshine Coast.  

Readers will envy the adventures that this couple had on their salvage boat, among 
the aquatic creatures, and helping boaters in distress.

 
GOLD DIGGERS, STRIKING IT RICH IN THE KLONDIKE, by C. Gray, HARPER COLLINS

Thanks to poet Robert Service, there is an enduring interest in the fabulous gold rush 
of ‘98.  

This book is a highly readable story of that gold rush as told via the lives of six very 
different people:  a priest, a savvy businesswoman, the well known writer Jack London, 
the Mountie Sam Steele, an English journalist, and, of course, a miner.  

The tales coming out of the lust for wealth are fascinating in the extreme and make me 
want to again visit Dawson.

 
A thoroughly WICKED WOMAN, by E. Keller, CAITLIN PRESS

 This book is a romp through courtroom trials arising out of perjurous evidence after 
the murder of Thomas Jackson, who had just struck gold in Northern BC.  His wife and his 
mother-in-law were suspects, as were others.  

The Vancouver newspapers were in a circulation war that had the trial lawyers striving 
mightily.  

Readers are indebted to Ms. Keller for bringing this history out of oblivion.  

SANCTUARY, THE STORY OF NATURALIST MARY MAJKA, by D. Carr, GOOSE LANE 
BOOKS 

 Ms. Majka survived the Nazi invasion of Poland to become a major environmental 
protector in Canada.  The Bay of Fundy, so attractive to Maritime tourists, was of particular 
interest to her.  

The author, as a child, followed the Majka television show and she has produced a very 
readable account of this environmentalist›s life.

 
RUMBLE SEAT, A VICTORIAN CHILDHOOD REMEMBERED, by H. Piddington, HAR-
BOUR PUBLISHING

 Victorians, particularly Esquimalters, will love to read about what it was like when Victoria 
was small and people rode horses where the land is now paved and built on.  

This memoir makes the reader want to turn back the clock to the fun times so well 
recounted by Helen Piddington.

     --Ron MacIsaac
 

Ron reviews:
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CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
Meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 p.m., at the CRD            
offices at 625 Fisgard street in Victoria. 

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saanich 
Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, books, 
talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. Nothing 
is taboo…  No pretentiousness, no meet-
ing agenda… just a chance to chat with 
neighbours and build community. Call  250-
652-8228 for further information. Everyone 
is welcome.

THE  VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL, 
representing affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria Area, holds its regular monthly 
meeting at 7 pm, on the third Wednesday 
each month, at the BCGEU Auditorium, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delegates 
are welcome to come to meet your execu-
tive, president  Mike Eso, treasurer Stan 
Dzbik,and secretary Kim Manton.

VICTORIA FEDERAL NDP will hold its An-
nual General Meeting on Saturday, May 14, 
from 2-4 pm, at James Bay New Horizons, 
234 Menzies Street, Victoria, when they 
will elect their 2011/2012 executive, as 
well as delegates for the 50th Anniversary 

NDP Convention. All eligible members are 
encouraged to run for executive positions.
In additon they will be voting on resolutions 
for the convention. All NDP members in the 
Victoria federal riding are invited to send 
resolutions in advance to: president@victo-
riandp.ca or bring hard copies on May 14. 
Contact them at president@victoriandp.ca  
or at 250-382-4370 if you would like to be a 
delegate or to run for an executive position.

OAK BAY-GORDON HEAD NEW DEMO-
crats watch for a “Spectacular View of the 
Future” in early June:
1. The Annual General Meeting will take 
place on Sunday, June 12, at 2 pm, in the 

Calendar of coming events.
Gordon Head Recreational Centre Bert 
Richman Pavilion.
2. The President’s Open House will take 
place on Sunday, July 10, at 2 pm, at 3236 
Carman Street.
3. Nominations Meeting will take place at a 
time and place to be decided.

50TH ANNIVERSARY NDP CONVENTION  
will be held in Vancouver, June 17-19. For 
more information on Conventioln 2011, visit 
www.vancon2011.com/

GAY PARADE AND FESTIVAL will be held 
on Sunday, July 10. for further information 
visit http://www.victoriapridesociety.org/

Reviewed by Jim Manly
A couple of months ago I remarked to a 

friend that I was looking forward to reading 
Chris Hedges’ latest book, The Death of 
the Liberal Class; he replied that he found 
Hedges too pessimistic, too bleak.  Well, it’s 
true, Hedges does not paint a sunny picture 
of American society; rather, like a Hebrew 
prophet, he looks at current conditions and 
trends and sees them all pointing to disaster.

An excellent review by Ed Finn in the 
December-January edition of the CCPA 
Monitor first drew my attention to Hedges’ 
book.  Finn, whose conclusion is more hope-
ful than that of Hedges, asks to what extent 
Hedges’ conclusions apply to Canada; he 
suggests that we are in a somewhat more 
positive position but not by very much.

Traditional liberalism, according to 
Hedges, functioned as a safety valve of-
fering a compromise between more radical 
movements and the power elite.  As such 
it made “piecemeal and incremental reform 
possible”. (9)  For example, from the end 
of World War I till the fall of the Soviet bloc, 
American liberalism stood as a bulwark 
against communism and the more radical 
expressions of the labour movement, civil 
rights and feminism.

The Death of the Liberal Class claims 
that liberalism began to die during President 
Wilson’s second term.  Wilson was himself 
a prominent liberal and in 1916 had cam-
paigned on his anti-war record; in 1917, 
however, he seduced a sceptical American 
public into supporting the United States’ 
entry into World War I.  He was assisted in 
this by the assistance of expert propagan-
dist, Arthur Bullard, whose creed could be 
summarized in his statement, “There are 
lifeless truths and vital lies...the force of an 
idea lies in its inspirational value.  It matters 
very little whether it is true or false.” (68) 

Influential intellectuals like Walter 
Lippmann joined Bullard to manipulate 
public opinion. A newly established Com-
mittee for Public Information worked 
through the press, which was becoming 
increasingly corporatized, as well as through 
journals, universities, churches, artists, en-
tertainers and the growing movie industry 
to create a pro-war climate and to discredit 
all who opposed it.  Very few liberals had 
the moral courage to stand against this tide.

A direct line runs from the mass pro-
paganda favouring the First World War to 
George Bush’s selling of the Iraq war and 
Exxon Moblil’s multi-million dollar funding 
of phony “grass-roots organizations” with 
hireling scientists to oppose the science of 
climate change.

We can, of course, quibble that mass 
propaganda and deception of the public did 
not begin in the early 20th century but have 
existed for centuries; Hedges point, how-
ever, is that it was only with the rise of cor-
porate America that it became possible on 
such a massive scale.  He blames enfeebled 
liberals for allowing American democracy to 
shift into a state of “inverted totalitarianism” 
where, as described by political theorist 
Sheldon Wolin, the rise of corporate power 
has resulted in “the political demobilization 
of the citizenry”. (23-24).

With a series of telling illustrations, 
The Death of the Liberal Class, points to 
the “sickness unto death” of liberalism in 
various sectors of society as well as in the 
Democratic Party.  Those who spoke out 
against the dominant rightward drift, people 
like Ralph Nader, I.F. Stone and Howard 
Zinn, were investigated and marginalized.  
In the Civil Rights movement Malcolm X 
was pilloried by the mainstream while Martin 
Luther King’s memory was tamed, lauding 
and sentimentalizing his “I have a dream 

speech” but totally ignoring his later pro-
nouncements against America’s endemic 
poverty and it’s propensity for war. 

Ralph Nader points out that Nixon was 
“the last Republican president to be afraid 
of liberals” and as a result “did things that 
horrified conservatives”. (179)  Following 
Nixon, Democratic presidents, Carter, Clin-
ton and Obama have been more afraid of 
conservatives.

Many commentators in our time speak of 
the Internet and social media as great new 
tools for opposing the corporate centraliza-
tion of the media.  In what is probably his 
most contentious argument, Hedges dis-
agrees.  He points to the corporate control 
by Yahoo and Google,  Wikipedia’s  erasure 
of individual voices, the illegal downloading 
of music, films and photographs which is 
starving professional artists and writers.  
Rather than opening up dialogue and 
breaking down cultural barriers, the Internet 
accelerates “our division into antagonistic 
clans, where we are sucked into virtual 
tribal groups that chant the same slogans 
and hate the same enemies.  The Web, like 
the cable news outlets, forms anonymous 
crowds to vent collective rage, intolerance 
and bigotry.  These virtual slums do not seek 
communication or dialogue.”(208)

Kierkegaard tells of a preacher who 
“profoundly disturbed by the sight of the ef-
fect his address produced upon the auditors, 
who were dissolved in tears, said soothingly, 
‘Children do not weep; the whole thing might 
be a lie.’” (Attack Upon Christendom, p. 181)  
Unfortunately, no such soothing possibility 
exists for the people of our corporatized 
world and Hedges does not offer any.  

He is at his bleakest when he speaks 
about possible alternatives to the degenera-
tion of American life that corporatization has 
brought.  Calling on progressive elements 

in society to recognize that the corporate 
seizure of power is now complete, he says 
that any attempts at reform are a futile waste 
of energy.    The liberal class “has become 
a useless appendage” because it failed to 
organize opposition to globalization and 
imperialism, or even to support those who 
tried to stop these trends. (194)  Liberals, 
with little or no appreciation of Marx, did 
not and do not understand “the dynamics 
of capitalism and human evil.” (195)

 Instead we need to redirect our energy 
into smaller, local, sustainable and coopera-
tive communities, recognizing that we have 
done and continue to do such damage to the 
environment that soon humanity will find it 
almost impossible to survive .

“It is imperative, that like the monasteries 
in the Middle Ages, communities nurture the 
intellectual and artistic traditions that make 
possible a civil society, humanism, and the 
common good.  Access to parcels of agricul-
tural land will be paramount.  We will have 
to grasp as the medieval monks did, that we 
cannot alter the larger culture around us, 
at least in the short terms, but we may be 
able to retain the moral codes and cultures 
for generations beyond ours.  As those who 
retained their identity during slavery or the 
long night of twentieth century fascism and 
communism discovered, resistance will be 
reduced to small almost imperceptible acts 
of defiance.  Music, theatre, art, poetry, 
journalism literature dance, and the humani-
ties, including the study of philosophy and 
history, will be the bulwarks that separate 
those who remain human from those who 
become savages.”(196)

Hedges’ book is bleak but powerful; it 
deserves to be read, studied, thought about 
and discussed by people who care about 
our world. 

The Death of the Liberal Class, by Chris Hedges, Knopf Canada         

Reviewed by Theresa Wolfwood
“…it is a vehicle through which Palestin-

ians themselves tell their own stories. While 
many people have an opinion about the 
Middle East, very few have actually listened 
to the people who have themselves suffered 
and struggled for more than 60 years…
Palestinians have struggled…with profound 
dignity and humanity, while exhibiting inspi-
rational sumoud (steadfastness).”

Rich Wiles is a photographer and his 
writing is like printed photos; he is true to 
his words, he lets the Palestinians in these 
stories speak directly for themselves. Every 
story is a snapshot. Wiles never intrudes or 
puts himself in the reader’s face. Both his 
photos and his writing are sensitive vehicles 
for his friends in Aida Camp. 

And it is rare for a foreigner to live so 
closely for so long as he has in an internal 
Palestinian refugee camp. He came to work 
in the Lajee Center for Refugee Youth and 
Children in Aida Camp, near Bethlehem in 
2005 and now lives in the camp. He directs 
collaborative youth art projects there while 
continuing his photography – his photos 
illustrate this book and he has shown them 
in many international exhibitions.               
        The book begins with memories; refugee 
camps are living archives of the atrocities 
suffered by Palestinians since 1948. Old 
people recount their stories of destruction, 
forced exile and movement between refugee 
camps. Sad, but always hopeful, the old 

people remember and believe that one day 
their grandchildren will return to the home 
village. Fatima from Ajur says, “I want the 
youth to never forget our land and our his-
tory...If you told me today I could return, I 
would go now and sleep under the trees in 
my village.” 

Another refugee, Abu Gaush from Im-
was, will never see his village because it is 
buried under Canada Park, a lovely picnic 

the focus of resistance for the children of the 
camp. Many are shot; others detained.  All 
the while, the camp residents are increas-
ingly isolated and feel as though they live 
in a prison within a prison.

It is the spirit of resistance which perme-
ates these stories, the irrepressible courage 
of Palestinians, particularly the children, 
which gives hope and joy to supporters of 
the Palestinian struggle. The children who 
collect the soil and spring water from their 
family’s village and phone their parents from 
the shells of their homes when Wiles takes 
them to the other side of the wall (because 
children don’t need ID cards).

One of my favourite stories is about the 
precocious 2½-year-old, Gangoon, who 
stands up when Israeli soldiers enter a bus 
to check the ID papers of Palestinians. She 
points at a soldier and calls out, “Mama, this 
is the one who shot Miras [Gangoon’s cous-
in]!”  In spite of adults’ efforts to hush her 
she continues and asks the soldier, “Why 
do you have a gun?” When he demands ID 
cards from adults she firmly says, “Give us 
your IDs! Give us your IDs!”   Wiles writes, 
“She was telling the soldier that she knew 
who he was, that whether he spoke to her 
or not, she knew what he did and what he 
represented. She was also showing him that 
she was strong.” 

Wiles’ community friends  live hard lives 
of survival; many stories that Wiles recounts 
are painful and sad, “stories written by the 

occupation”, but there are stories of wed-
dings, births,  festivals, children’s creativity 
and play; precious moments during the 
struggles for bread and water, the symbols 
of their caged existence because  as Wiles 
quotes, “They cannot stop our dreams.”

I have read many books about Palestine, 
most by Palestinians; Wiles is one foreigner 
who has absorbed the essence of life in Aida 
and Palestine generally. This is a perfect 
book for both the experienced activist and 
the newcomer to Palestinian reality. 

As the distinguished author and founder 
of the Electronic Intifada, Ali Abunimah, 
writes in the foreword of this book, “It is a 
poignant reminder that the history of Pal-
estine is not just a litany of wars and peace 
plans; it is a country whose people are burst-
ing with life, hope, laughter, and resistance 
even amid extraordinary suffering, loss, and 
ongoing oppression.”

Behind the Wall: Love, life and struggle in Palestine, by Rich Wiles, 2010, Potomac Books,  Virginia, US 

Photo of Lajee Center from www.lajee.org
site created by money raised in Canada by 
the Jewish National Fund which boasted of 
its pride in “reclaiming our homeland”.

Aida camp is right up against the Apart-
heid Wall which now brutally separates 
the 5,000 residents from their only green 
orchard and play area. But even that is 
not enough; Israeli troops invade the camp 
whenever they want. But the ugly wall and 
the watchtower that enables the Israeli to 
see and shoot into the camp has become 

A WALK WITH THE RAINY SISTER...In 
Praise of British Columbia’s Places, by 
Stephen Hume, HARBOUR PUBLISHING

 This is a wonderful book which guides 
the reader through the delights of the forest 
and shore.  Hume has certainly inherited his 
father’s early idealism and love of nature.  

A must read.
   --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest
MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Office, Bill Rout-
ley, MLA: 273 Trunk Road, Duncan, BC or PO Box 
599, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, 
toll free 1-877-715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, MLA 
email bill.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100 Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC  V9A 7M8, phone 250-479-
8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca 
or visit her website at www.maurinekaragianis.ca

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Horgan,  
MLA: 800 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, BC, V9B 
2X7, phone 250-391-2801, email john.horgan.-
mla@leg.bc.ca

Saanich South Community Office, Lana 
Popham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria BC 
V8X 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, 
www.saanichsouth.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Carole 
James, MLA: 1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8V 
3K4, phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-4586, 
email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Denise Savoie, MP, House of Commons, Room 
518, Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 
0A6.

Victoria Community Office, Denise Savoie, MP, 
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 2H3, 
phone 250-363-8421, fax 250-363-8422, open 
Tuesday-Friday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.;  visit www.den-
isesavoie.ca or email her at savoie.d@parl.gc.ca

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons,  Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, A1A 0A6. Email 
her at crowdj1A@parl.gc.ca

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office: Jean 
Crowder, MP: 101- 126 Ingram Street, Duncan, 
BC  V9L 1P1, www.jeancrowder.ca or email her 
at jean@jeancrowder.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP 
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102,  Duncan, BC  V9L 1P0; or contact presi-
dent Ellen Oxman at 250-250-701-4980 or email 
her at CowichanValley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats: Write 
Box 231 110-174 Wilson Street  Victoria, BC  V9A 
7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com..

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Email  president 
Heather Gropp at goliard86@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4,or 
contact president Keith Todd  at 250-598-8039 
or by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats:  Email president Gary Holman at ghol-
man@ssisland.com or phone him at 250-653-
2042.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre  Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1, phone 250-
386-8497 or contact president Chris Gainor by 
phone at 250-380-6358 or by email at cgainor@
shaw.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Edward May at edwardomay@gmail.
com, or write to PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Av-
enue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1. 

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Con-
tact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@shaw.
caor write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats:Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371or email 
her at suecreba@aquariusd.com.
 
Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Contact    
president  Jack Greenwell at  250-477-3549 or 
by email to j.greenwell@shawlink.ca;       or Irene 
Wright (Gulf Islands), by phone/fax 1-250-537-
5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact  president 
Erik Kaye, write to  Box 5380, LCD9, Victoria, 
BC, V8R 6S4.or visit their website:www.victori-
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andp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats:  5367 Kingsway, Burnaby 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-432-
9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300 - 279 Laurier 
West,  Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free: 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS 
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org.

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organization: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-879-
3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website: www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office: 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 604-
801-5122, website: www.policyalternatives.ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1, Regional  Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, extension 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

CubaTours: for information about nonprofit 
educational tours of Cuba and books, phone 604-
874-9048 or go to www.cubatours.ca.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444

Government of Canada: www.gc.ca.

Government of BC: www.gov.bc.ca.

Greater Victoria Water Watch Coalition: visit  
www.greatervictoriawaterwatchcoalition.ca or 
phone 250-595-1701 or 250- 380-1197.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and political areas, www.napo-onap.ca.
,
NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca.
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Democrats 
must be to establish a Socialist Canada.” 

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and opposi-
tion spokespersons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by the 
Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organization, 
are available on Mondays and Thursdays from 
9:00 a.m. to noon and 1-4  p.m., at the Blanshard 
Community Centre, 901 Kings Road (King and 
Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and #6 buses on 
Quadra Street. Service is free, and provided by 
trained volunteers. For further information phone 
250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC  V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of the 
BC Health Coalition. If you’re concerned about ac-
cess, affordability and quality of health care in our 
community, get involved by calling co-chairs Dale 
Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy Strong at 250-
592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society: 415-620 
View Street, Victoria, BC, phone 250-361-3521.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-

ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6, phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914, website www.vircs.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council:  219-275 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax: 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telus.net; 
Mike Eso, president; Mary Ehl, secretary; Mike 
Ferguson, treasurer. 

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 3R9, phone/fax 250-592-8307, email cen-
tre@vicpeace.ca or website www.vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglinton 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website: 
www.wwf.ca    

United Nations Association in Canada (UNAC) 
- Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas Street, 
Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-2868, fax 
250-475-5898, email unavic@coastnet.com or 
website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Briarpatch Magazine: a progressive Canadian 
magazine, published 10 times a year, subscrip-
tions $24.61, 2138 McIntyre Street, Regina, 
SK, S4P 2R7, email briarpatchmag@sasktel.
com. 

Canadian Dimension Magazine: an independ-
ent socialist magazine, begun in 1963, and run by 
a cooperative, published 6 times a year, subscrip-
tion $24.50, students and unemployed $18.50, 
2B-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, MN, R3B 1G5, 
subscription hotline 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): reform-minded focus on mon-
etary issues and how they affect our society, email 
comerpub@comer.org,  website www.comer.org.

Global Outlook:  Ian Woods, editor; $25 Cana-
dian, PO Box 222, Oro, ON  L0L 2X0.

The CCPA Monitor: published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives,  410-75 Albert 
Street, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5E7, $110 supporting 
membership with $75 tax0 receipt, or $25 low in-
come membership receives the Monitor monthly.

The Democrat: published by the BC NDP, 3110 
Boundary Road, Burnaby, BC, V5M 4A2, sub-
scription $10 per year.

The Straight: a weekly publication with features, 
articles, news and reviews from Vancouver, sub-
scription $117/52 issues in Canada, 2nd floor, 
1770 Burrard Street, Vancouver, BC, V6J 3G7, 
phone 604-730-7000, email info@straight.com.

New Internationalist: a communications co-
operative based in Oxford, it exists to report on 
issues of world poverty and inquality; to focus 
attention on the unjust relationship between the 
powerful and the powerless in both rich and poor 
nations; to debate and campaign for the radical 
changes necessary f the basic material and 
spiritual needs of all are to be met, subscriptions, 
$38.50 including GST ,PO Box 706, Markham, 
ON, L6B 1A7, phone 905-946-0407, fax: 905-946-
0410, email: magazines@indas.on.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by mostl abour organizations and 
other supporters of working pwople. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering the 
various dimensions of social and environmental 
justice.  Anyone can add an event and doing so 
is free for not-for-profit organizing and actions.  
Visit leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more 
information, or to subscribe.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada since May 2003. It aims to provide 
accurate, critical coverage that is accountable 
to its readers and the subjects it tackles. The 
Dominion can be read online, or delivered to 
your doorstep as a  print subscription. See www.
dominionpaper.ca/

The Republic: Vancouver-based socialist paper, 
subscriptions,  two issues per month, $25 per 
year; free at local news stands, PO Bo 56072, 
Vancouver, BC, V5L 5E2; email mag pie@lynx.
bc.ca.

Victoria Street Newz: a montly independent 
newspaper focussed on understanding the root 
causes and consequences of poverty.  It’s sold 
by vendors on Victoria’s streets, or by subscrip-
tion.  Archives and more information available at 
relativenewz.ca. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org --A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.counterpunch.org--an American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http//dominionpaper.ca--a Canadian ezine cov-
ering national and international stores that main-
stream sources may not cover. Updated daily.

www.globalproblematique.net/bcpolicyprobe 
-- Run by BC Policy Probe, this website features 
information and research about suh things as 
privatization of BC Hydro.

www.avaaz.org/en/global --Global warming is 
a global threat. By confronting it together, we 
can build a more just, tolerant, and vibrant world.

www.indymedia.org -- A collective of independ-
ent media organizations and hundreds of journal-
ists offering grassroots, non-corporate coverage 
of events as they happen around the world.

www.informationclearinghouse.info  --World 
news daily--news you won’t find on CNN or 
Foxnews.

http://Newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is a 
good (and bad) news service with a refreshingly 
non-corporate view of the news, from local to 
global stories, with features, opinion, analysis -- all 
for free, including free classified ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria and the Islands. 

mai-not@globalproblematique.net-- Originally 
set up to discuss the implications of the Multi-
lateral Agreement on Investments, this website 
and related email list now discuss world-wide 
developments of concern to left-wing readers.

http://ndp.4webs.ca -- A new NDP list serve and 
bulletin board. Check it out.

www.pacificfreepress.com--with a mission to 
dig out nuggets of truth from the slag-heap of 
lies, ignorance and witless diversion that has 
buried public discourse today. Pacific Free Press 
provides a new venue for disseminating hard 
news and insightful, fact-based analysis of the 
harsh realities too often ignored or distorted by 
the mainstream press.

http://pej.org--PEJ News, a free service, serves 
up daily news, opinion and analysis of peace, 
environment and justice issues. Stay informed 
with web and email stories often days, weeks 
and months ahead of the mainstream media. The 
Peace, Earth & Justice News is produced entirely 
by volunteers and is a probject of the non-profit 
Prometheus Institute based in Victoria, BC.

www.policyalternatives.ca -- The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ web page offers 
research reports, books and opinion pieces done 
on issues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca -- A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progressive voices in Canada.

www.strategicthoughts.ca--You’ll find David 
Schreck’s columns and more here.

www.straightgoods.com -- A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.vancouverislandwaterwatchcoalition.
ca/

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car but still need to drive one sometimes, 
this welbsite may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--website by noted activist 
Mel Hurtig about the corporate threat to Canadian 
sovereignty, includes a whole range of features 
from online polls and petitions to editorials and 
information  updates.

www.wsws.org --The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of majorworld events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialistmovement.

COMMUNITY RADIO
Commercial free commujnity radio, CFUV is 
located at 101.9 FM and 104.3 Cable, or visit 
http://www.cfuv.uvic.ca


