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By Jonathan Lee

With broad and clear brushstrokes, 
Carole James, Victoria-Beacon Hill MLA, 
today painted a picture of governmental 
renewal of purpose and direction that 
the NDP will bring to British Columbians, 
should the party win a majority of seats in 
the upcoming provincial election. 

Just prior to the opening of her 
downtown Victoria campaign office, 
James, co-chair of the province-wide 2013 
NDP Platform Development Process, 
agreed to foreshadow leader Adrian Dix’s 
official election platform announcements.

James has never been one to hide her 
passions and she’s not about to change 
her style this time around, either. 

Without pre-empting her party leader 
she outlined the vision that the NDP has 
for the future of British Columbia.

She insists that British Columbians are 
ready for a change in the direction of their 
government . 

“Change for the better. One practical 
step at a time.”

This is the election message that 
Adrian Dix and the NDP will be delivering 
throughout their campaign. And the term 
“practical” was very much a theme of 
James’ message.

James’ party are taking nothing 
for granted. They expect a tight and 
aggressive race despite polling numbers 
that place the NDP many points ahead. 

Carole James is clear that NDP voters 
will need to make a determined trip to the 
polling station if Dix’s NDP message is to 
become reality. After more than a decade 
of Liberal government in BC a critical 
choice must be made to eliminate Liberal 
decline and begin to make the changes 
necessary to again restore quality of life for 
growing numbers of British Columbians.

James highlighted the key elements of 
policy upon which her party are focussed.

She began with “Jobs and the 
Economy”. She insisted that NDP votes 
will enable more effective investment 
in the province’s most valuable asset – 
“people”. Under the present government 
the population has become “divided” and 
opportunity wasted. 

When asked for examples of specific 
investment policy, without unwrapping the 
entire platform package, she did note that 
a new NDP government will “bring back 
non-refundable student grants in BC”.

Students with low income will be able 
to apply for grants meeting the full cost of 
annual tuition. The policy will restore some 
equality of opportunity for many of the most 
academically worthy but economically 
disadvantaged students in BC.

A tax will be imposed on “large financial 
institutions” to fund the grant process. 
James notes that it is very much in the 
interest of business to assist in encouraging 
and funding the education of future workers. 
Here’s a policy to achieve that purpose.

Further, James says that an NDP 
government will work to restore apprentice 
and training programs, reiterating that an 
NDP government believes in inclusive 
discussion with all interested representative 
entities – business, labour, education, etc. 
No longer will labour interests be excluded 
from policy planning, as has happened in 
Liberal years.

James takes the opportunity to stress 
that NDP policies are intended to be “fully 
costed and funded”. That changes will be 
financially achievable and practical. 

Nationwide, provincial NDP 
governments have enacted economic 
policies that are more sustainable, fairer 
and more balanced than other partisan 
political alternatives. A BC NDP government 
intends to follow that prudent record of 
fiscal responsibility. 

NDP policy rejects unfettered “tax and 
spend” initiatives and insists that program 
spending is properly targeted and carefully 
funded.

To further demonstrate the NDP 
purpose in supporting business, both small 
and large, James explains the example 
of “buy local” pilot schemes that will 
encourage the marketing of local product. 
“Locally grown apples, for example, are just 
as tasty as Washington apples – providing 
local employment opportunity as well as 
many other cost effective savings!”

Next on her checklist is the issue of 
social “Inequality”. James is derisive of 
Liberal policies that for eight years have 
marked BC as having the highest rate 
of child poverty in Canada. The NDP will 
instigate measurement of province-wide 
poverty rates, and will introduce plans, with 
clear targets, to significantly reduce poverty 
in BC.

James says that the NDP supports and 
intends to strengthen the middle class. 
“Support of a strong middle class is good 
for the economy and is the right thing to 
do.”

“Environment and Climate change”. 
James is crystal clear. The NDP 
government will immediately serve notice 
upon the federal government, upon taking 
office, that British Columbia will not accept 
the advancement of the Enbridge project in 
BC. She says that the party has established 
legal and social arguments that will support 
and sustain this position.

The NDP is committed to real and 

sustainable “green” initiatives. No longer 
will the BC carbon tax simply be dumped 
into the general revenue pot. A more 
careful allocation of carbon tax funds 
will be administered, directed toward 
environmentally positive purposes. 

There will be an increase in the 
corporate contribution to carbon tax 
revenues, again explicitly directed to pay 
for “green” initiatives, for example in “transit 
and retrofit projects”. It seems that the cost 
of corporate environmental impacts and 
pollutions will now be measured and paid 
for, increasingly, from corporate revenues. 

“Good Government” appears in 
James’ list for early NDP attention. Adrian 
Dix will quickly seek to ban the use of public 
funds and tax dollars for partisan campaign 
advertising. His government will begin to 
look closely at the impact of corporate and 
union donations in the electoral process.

Returning to the theme of poverty 
reduction James points to the 
disproportionate impact that these “tough 
economic times” has had on First Nation 
communities. 

She expresses deep concern with the 
disproportionate numbers of aboriginal 
children in provincial care. This needs rapid 
correction and  NDP government poverty 
reduction programs will target low income 
families so that scarce tax dollars will be 
directed to maximum effect. She cites 
the proposed education grants as being 
especially valuable in beginning to improve 
the lot of low income and First Nations 
communities.

It is the objective of an NDP government 
to urgently enhance First Nations economic 
development programs, including policies 
to provide affordable housing and renewed 
infrastructures.

James noted that she was raised in the 
James Bay district of Victoria at a time when 
co-op housing programs were in place. 
James believes that the co-op housing 
model was important and successful in 
changing the lives of families, and can 
be again. “It’s a model that is proven and 
successful,” she says.

Carole James is clear that there is 
much to be done in the wake of so many 
years of Liberal government to restore the 
BC economy and society.

 It will not be possible to make these 
changes overnight. One practical step at a 
time sends the most accurate and honest 
message to voters.

It’s a message of respect and clarity. 
Carole James sincerely believes that the 
New Democratic Party, led by Adrian Dix, 
has listened carefully and respectfully to 
BC’s electorate.  Increasingly the economic 

Sketches of a new view:

NDP will transform BC government
Carole James, MLA, describes how her party  will fight:

* To restore fairness
* To support and expand the Middle Class   
*  To promote equality of opportunity 
*  To improve quality of life for all British Columbians.

BC General 
Election called 
for May 14

The NDP candidates nominated in 
eight Lower Island ridings are:

Carole James, 
Victoria-

Beacon Hill

Rob Fleming,
Victoria-Swan 
Lake

Gary Holman,
Saanich North 
and the Islands

John Horgan,
Juan de Fuca

Maurine 
Karagianis,
Esquimalt-Royal 
Roads

Lana Popham,
Saanich South

Bill Routley,
Cowichan Valley

Jessica 
Van der Veen,

Oak Bay-
Gordon Head

  (Turn to NDP will transform, on page 2)
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End the exploitation of the mind in the waters.
Don’t buy a ticket!

Orca Network   (Whidbey Island)   
http://www.orcanetwork.org/

The Orca Project   (Florida)  
http://theorcaproject.wordpress.com/

MarineLand Animal Defense (Niagara) 
http://marinelandanimaldefense.com/

Bring L-pod orca Lolita Tokitae home to the Salish Sea

Victoria Federal NDP 
2013 Annual General Meeting

Sunday June 9, 2013, 2 pm
Oaklands Community Centre

 2827 Belmont Avenue

Guest Speaker: Murray Rankin, MP (Victoria)

All Victoria NDP members and supporters are invited to 
the Victoria federal NDP 2013 Annual General Meeting.  

We will hear from our new Victoria NDP MP Murray Rankin, 
get a report from the 2013 federal Convention, 
and elect a new Executive team for 2013/2014. 

 
Please contact Erik Kaye at president@victoriandp.ca or 

at 250-382-4370 if you are interested in standing for 
a position on the Executive.

Erik Kaye, President
Victoria Federal NDP
www.victoriandp.ca

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats!
 

Mark your calendars for our 

Summer Solstice Dinner
Friday, June 21, 

at Olympic View Golf Club Golf Club, 
with our MP, Randall Garrison 

and our 

Annual Summer Barbecue 
Saturday, July 27, in Metchosin 

For more information, phone Fred Hiigli, 250-384-7374 

and social policies of the governing Liberal 
party are diminishing the quality of life 
for too many British Columbians and the 
message from voters reflects that concern. 

For James it is not an option to continue 
with policies that result in such wasted 
potential, poverty and environmental 
destruction. 

Carole James’ list of concerns is much 
longer than our interview time will allow but 
she’s not going to end her platform outline 
without briefly covering NDP thinking on a 
further range of topics.

An NDP government will rapidly ban the 
use of cosmetic pesticides in BC.

An NDP government will examine the 
case and viability for P3 contracts. She 
says that it is clear that the use of P3 should 
rest on convincing business rationales – 
not catch-all ideological directives. NDP 
proposals will open P3 contracts to scrutiny 
and look to see where P3 contracts can be 
best used for the benefit of BC residents. 
The NDP government will insist that there 

is public accountability in the creation and 
administration of P3 contracts.  

It’s time for a thorough review of 
what has happened with BC Ferries 
administration, says James. An NDP 
government will enable this process.

James is equally clear that the authority 
of the BC Utilities Authority be quickly 
restored. “Maybe the current difficulties 
with the introduction of Smart Meters could 
have been avoided,” she says. Certainly 
improvements can be made.

James notes that the new federal 
crime legislation costs bear heavily 
on provincial budgets. BC expects to 
see a disproportionate increase in the 
incarceration of First Nations citizens. This 
is disturbing and must be addressed. An 
NDP government will encourage the input 
of all concerned entities, from prison guards 
to social professionals and organizations, 
in correcting the inequities that the federal 
crime mandates will cause at provincial 
levels.

James can’t end her discourse without 
reference to health care policy. She sees 
many opportunities for greater financial 
efficiency combined with more effective 
and humane treatment protocols. 

She would look to see the 
encouragement of greater engagement of 
nurse practitioners, thus using MD services 
more effectively. She would encourage 
greater homecare support for seniors and 
the creation of community health centres. 
For James, emphasis on methods of 
disease and injury prevention will pay large 
dividends in cost savings and improved 
community health.

She is disappointed with the federal 
policies that will reduce federal healthcare 
transfers and make things so much “tougher 
at the provincial level”. An NDP government 

in BC will make its concerns clear to the 
federal government, upon election.

“This is a most critical election” 
according to Carole James. It will decide 
the direction of British Columbia for a long 
time to come. 

The broad message from the NDP 
is that increasing societal poverty and 
inequality, a shrinking middle class, 
ineffective administration of scarce tax 
dollars and risk laden and irreversible 
environmental policies have been, and are, 
the characteristics of the present Liberal 
government’s legacy in British Columbia.

For these reasons, and others too 
numerous for Carole James to cover in this 
interview, she repeats the NDP message: 
“Change for the Better – One practical 
step at a time”.

NDP will transform BC government, from page 1

By Trish Garner

The BC Poverty Reduction Coalition has 
launched a challenge to all political parties 
to meet its call for a poverty reduction plan 
for BC. BC has the highest poverty rate in 
Canada, but is one of the last provinces left 
without a poverty reduction plan. 

The call for a legislated poverty reduc-
tion plan with targets and timelines is en-
dorsed by over 375 organizations province-
wide, representing over 300,000 British 
Columbians. 

According to a recent poll commis-
sioned by one of the Coaliton members, the 
BC Healthy Living Alliance, 78% of British 
Columbians think it is important for politi-
cal leaders in BC to address poverty with a 
provincial poverty reduction plan with clear 
targets and timelines. Clearly, the public is 
ready for political leadership on this issue.

Which political party will step up to ad-
dress the crisis of poverty we are facing in 
British Columbia?

Now is the time to get the attention of 
candidates in your riding. The Coalition has  
lots of great election resources and links 
to help you prepare to talk to them about 
poverty in BC and what we can do about 
it. Please access them here: http://bcpover-
tyreduction.ca/join-the-election-campaign

The fact is that the basic necessities of 
housing and food are out of reach to too 
many in our province. Over half a million 
British Columbians live below the poverty 
line and 87,000 of those are children.

This has long-term health implica-
tions. Lack of healthy food can lead to poor 
growth and development in children, poor 
school performance, and increased illness 
and susceptibility to disease for people of 
all ages (Cost of Eating in BC 2011).

Most poor people in BC have a job in 
the paid labour force (sometimes more 
than one). 

According to the latest Child Poverty 
Report Card from First Call: BC Child and 
Youth Advocacy Coalition, 43% of chil-
dren living in poverty in BC, that is 41,300 
children, lived in families with at least one 
adult working full-time for the whole year, 
and the vast majority live in families with at 
least some paid work. HungerCount 2012 
shows that 16% of households accessing 
food banks in BC this year had income from 
current or recent employment.

The sad reality is that a minimum wage 

doing it as effectively as they used to. Per-
sonal tax breaks have disproportionately 
favoured the rich whilst at the same time 
affected the government’s ability to provide 
the public services that, in general, the rest 
of us use more. 

In BC, the tax breaks that the top 1% of 
households received over the last 10 years 
have put $41,000 per year back in their 
pockets, more than double the yearly in-
come of a full-time minimum wage worker.

Those who are on social assistance are 
working hard too – welfare and disability 
rates are so low that people are constantly 
struggling to meet their basic needs. 

Welfare rates are deeply inadequate at 
$610 for a single “employable” person and 
$906 for a person with a disability. These 
rates have been frozen since 2007 so infla-
tion eats away at what is already a subsis-
tence income. We need a welfare system 
that helps people get back on their feet if 
they are able to work and allows them to 
live a life of dignity, without having to resort 
to charity, if they are not.

Low income is only half the story and 
we see the challenges individuals and fam-
ilies are facing in relation to skyrocketing 
rents, unaffordable childcare, high tuition 
fees and more. 

BC’s Hardest Working (http://bcshard-
estworking.ca) is a collection of 100 per-
sonal stories from around the province that 
highlights these challenges and reveals a 
fundamentally broken social safety net in 
BC.

A comprehensive poverty reduction 
strategy for BC would address these is-
sues, for the health and wellbeing of all, not 
just a handful at the top.

If you think we can’t afford it, consider 
that paying for the negative effects of pov-
erty costs much more than dealing with it 
directly. 

Poverty costs society $8-9 billion per 
year in higher public health care costs, in-
creased policing and crime costs, lost pro-
ductivity, and foregone economic activity. 

In contrast, the estimated cost of a com-
prehensive poverty reduction plan in BC is 
$3-4 billion per year. Let’s stop mopping up 
the floor and fix the hole in the roof.

It’s time to ask “Where is BC’s Poverty 
Reduction Plan?”

Trish Garner is the Community Organizer of the 
BC Poverty Reduction Coalition: trish@bcpover-
tyreduction.ca 

Where is BC’s Poverty Reduction Plan? 
Join the election campaign!

job does not lift a person above 
the poverty line. Even with the in-
creased minimum wage of $10.25 
an hour, a full-time worker living on 
their own in a large city in BC will 
still find themselves about $3000 
below the poverty line. 

In the last 10 years, the aver-
age household income of the top 
1% in BC has increased by 36% 
while, for the rest of us, real medi-
an incomes have stagnated, even 
though we’re working harder. 

We have the highest house-
hold debt in Canada and the high-
est debt service burden, meaning 
we pay on average one dollar out 
of every 10 dollars in disposable 
income to interest on credit cards 
and other personal debts.

Part of the government’s role 
is redistribution and they are not 
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CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
ONE PRACTICAL STEP AT A TIME

RE-ELECT 

CAROLE JAMES
VICTORIA - BEACON HILL

Campaign office  
970 Blanshard Street, Victoria  
778.265.5055 | carolejames.bcndp.ca

Authorized by Paul Ramsey, Financial Agent, 250.383.2081

VANCOUVER – The Narrows Inlet inde-
pendent power project (IPP) proposal has 
ground to a halt in the BC Environmental 
Assessment process due to severe infor-
mational deficiencies and potential “show 
stoppers”, which include fish habitat loss. 
The proponent, Narrows Inlet Hydro Hold-
ing Corporation (NIHHC), requested that 
the 180-day government review be halted 
to address the information gaps, after re-
ceiving notice from regulators about their 
concerns. 

Numerous information deficiencies 
were identified by the BC Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO), which included:

•	 “Lack of adequate baseline data 
for Tailed Frogs.”

•	 “No mitigation or compensation 
commitment from Proponent to offset Proj-
ect-related habitat loss for Northern Gos-
hawk.”

•	 “Fish bearing status of several 
reaches has not been determined.”

•	 “There is uncertainty regarding 
the feasibility of the Project adhering to the 
standard DFO ramping rates.”

•	 “Estimates of total riparian losses 
are not accurate and no consideration has 
been given to baseline riparian values/con-
ditions at impact sites.”

In an unusual step, the EAO also identi-
fied project “show stoppers” which included 
sedimentation risks associated with lake 
drawdown* and fish habitat losses that “ex-
ceed those typically allowed by regulatory 
agencies”. The EAO also described the 

proposed level of lake drawdown as “not 
mitigable”. 

“This proposal had so many obvious 
problems that even the BC EAO couldn’t ig-
nore the issues,” said Gwen Barlee, policy 
director with the Wilderness Committee. 

“IPPs are under increased scrutiny be-
cause of their environmental impacts and 
the enormous financial hit to BC Hydro,” 
said Barlee. “In the past the EAO just 
rubber-stamped projects that came before 
them; I must say I was astounded that they 
actually identified such serious problems 
in the proponent’s application. I guess the 
increased public scrutiny is starting to pay 
off.”

The 45 MW Narrows Inlet project—
which consists of five inter-related hydro-
electric projects on four creeks and three 
lakes—is located 50 km north of the town of 
Sechelt. The proposal has an energy pur-
chase agreement with BC Hydro, and was 
in the very final stages of the EAO process 
before requesting the clock be stopped on 
day 157 of the 180-day review.

Due to their considerable environmental 
and financial impacts, the Wilderness Com-
mittee is calling for an immediate morato-
rium on run-of-river IPPs in BC.

 *“Lke drawdown” means using lakes 
as storage, then drawing them down to 
produce extra power when it’s needed. 
The Narrows Inlet application proposed the 
drawdown of three high-elevation lakes, in 
one case drawing the lake down by up to 
45 metres.

By Carol Pickup
On March 29, the Times Colonist edito-

rial stated; “Hospice is a good investment.” 
I couldn’t agree more.

As a retired nurse who took the hospice 
training and was able to use it within the 
acute care hospital system, the great work 
done by Victoria Hospice has just got bet-
ter and better and has improved the lives 
of everyone who comes in contact with its 
services both on the hospital unit and in the 
community. The last days of my friend and 
Saanich colleague, Irene Block were made 
so much better because of Hospice.

Another good investment in our health sys-
tem is the funding and support for public com-
munity health centres with an emphasis on 
primary care. In our community the only two 
centres are to be found at Hillside Health Point 
Seniors Centre and the James Bay Commu-
nity Health Centre. 

Both these centres represent an integrated 
model of service, emphasizing health promo-
tion and disease prevention, involving a range 
of health practitioners. 

The current dispute between Vancouver 
Island Health Authority (VIHA) and the staff 
at Health Point represents a move by VIHA to 
alter the excellent model established in 2004 
in BC and outlined in the BC Primary Health 

Charter produced by the Ministry of Health in 
2006/07. 

This move contradicts the integrated mod-
el and forces the staff at the Centre to operate 
the clinic in a way similar to the private walk-in 
clinics which many seniors are forced to use as 
they do not have a family doctor. These clinics 
do not provide integrated care and lack conti-
nuity for clients, especially seniors.

Public primary care centres were one of 
the core recommendations of the 2002 Na-
tional Commission on Health Care headed 
by former Saskatchewan premier Roy Ro-
manow and his recommendation was fol-
lowed up by the federal government which 
provided a large financial incentive to the 
provinces to establish these centres across 
Canada. In a recent report by the Canada 
Health Council, the establishment of which 
was another of Romanow’s recommenda-
tions, the Council reported that none of the 
provinces had accounted for this money or 
reported adequately on what initiatives they 
had taken to establish primary health centres.

The strength of public primary care cen-
tres for our seniors population is the provision 
of continuity of care by familiar staff and the 
resolution of complex needs and support for 
chronic illnesses, including mental health. 
Adequate time is needed by staff to address 

VANCOUVER – The Wilderness Com-
mittee is predicting that the people of Metro 
Vancouver will strengthen their resolve to 
oppose coal port expansion in the face of 
the sudden closing of an intergovernmen-
tal office designed to keep the Burrard Inlet 
and Fraser River Estuary safe from port-
related impacts and spills. 

The news of the closure coincides with 
Port Metro Vancouver’s consideration of 
an application by Fraser Surrey Docks to 
create a new coal export terminal, which 
proposes to send 1280 barges carrying a 
total of eight million tonnes of coal down 
the Fraser River each year. When local citi-
zens and organizations wrote letters out-
lining their environmental concerns about 
the proposal, Port Metro Vancouver CEO 
Robin Silvester responded by referring to 
this office as an example of its work to keep 
the surrounding region safe from environ-
mental impacts. 

The Wilderness Committee has said 
that all proposed coal port expansions in 
the region should be halted, due to the se-
rious climate change and health implica-
tions associated with increasing fossil fuel 
exports from BC.

“What worries me is that the Port’s CEO 
thinks it is fully appropriate to brag about 
the work of this office as a watchdog for the 
environment as recently as December, and 
then sit back and watch it shut down just a 
few months later,” said Eoin Madden, the 
Wilderness Committee’s Climate Change 
Campaigner.

Narrows Inlet IPP proposal 
grinds to a halt

“Added to the fact that the Port has shut 
the mayors of the Lower Mainland out of 
the review process, all of whom had en-
vironmental concerns, this sends a clear 
message that our concerns about coal 
shipment expansion aren’t a priority for 
Port Metro Vancouver,” Madden said.

Based in Burnaby, the office adminis-
tered the Burrard Inlet Environmental Ac-
tion Program (BIEAP) and the Fraser River 
Estuary Management Program (FREMP). It 
had been in operation for the last 28 years, 
before closing its doors on March 31. Its 
duties included protecting and improving 
environmental quality, providing economic 
development opportunities and sustaining 
the quality of life in and around the Fraser 
River Estuary

“The closure of the watchdog office 
seems very advantageous to the propo-
nents of projects like the Fraser Surrey 
Docks coal facility, as there is now a criti-
cally important hurdle missing from the per-
mitting process,” Madden said.

“In the aftermath of this closure we need 
to clear the air and send a strong message 
to the Port – no coal shipping expansions 
here,” said Madden.

Controversial coal terminal 
application causes alarm

these issues and increasing the client load 
and reducing time spent with clients is not an 
acceptable move. 

Services provided by primary health cen-
tres save the health system money by keep-
ing many seniors out of hospital emergency 
departments and acute care beds which are 
the most expensive parts of our health care 
system. And equally important is the improve-
ments in the quality of life for these seniors as 
an outcome.

 As a seniors advocate, I have witnessed 
firsthand, clients receiving timely and lifesav-
ing service provided by staff at Health Point 
Seniors Centre.

As Emmett Hall, former Supreme Court 
Justice has said; “From the humanitarian 
standpoint, there is, we believe, an obligation 
on society to be concerned with the health 
of its individuals. But on the economic side, 
investments in health and investments in 
human capital...they pay great dividends 
to a nation that looks after the health of its 
people.”

Carol Pickup is a retired nurse and former long serv-
ing Saanich councillor. She can be reached by email 
at carolpickup@shaw.ca

Readers interested in seeing the report written 
by Roy Romanow and Monique Begin can go to 

https://uwaterloo.ca/canadian-index-wellbeing/
sites/ca.canadian-index-wellbeing/files/uploads/
files/CIW2012-HowAreCanadiansReallyDoing-
23Oct2012_0.pdf, which uses a Canadian Index 
of Wellbeing instead of the distortions of the GNP 
to measure our progress.

Creating Public Primary Care Centres is a good investment

Hospice nurse with patient.
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As others see it

Our view:
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By Dale Perkins

Do you remember the Simon and Gar-
funkel’s song – “Slow down, you’re moving 
too fast.  Got to make the morning last”?

We are caught in a societal conundrum 
that controls so much of what we think and 
do.  On the one hand, we have the “cheer 
leaders” of corporate capitalism urging us 
to aspire to greater heights and to con-
sume quickly our way into a better life. We 
must discover how to be faster and more 
efficient.  Productively is the cornerstone 
of our economy and if we aren’t growing 
larger and expanding faster, we are losing 
our competitive advantage and something 
must change before it’s too late.

We see it on every front:  the grocery 
store where we buy our supplies and food 
for the day/week. Having the same boxes 
of product ‘X’ sitting on a shelf is an abomi-
nation – “they aren’t moving, so get them 
out of here!”  Food that doesn’t move gets 
thrown out, and gladly the “dumpster div-
ers” -- many keen university students who 
know how to take advantage of the system 
(my daughter being one of them) – will 
scoop them out for their own use. Things 
that aren’t moving serve no useful purpose. 
Extracting the oil or gas from the ground 
as quickly as we can is the only way to go. 
Getting products from one location to an-
other is the generator for our modern-day 
economy. Without that we sink into a reces-
sion.

I grew up on a prairie family farm, and 
was continuously admonished never to be 
idle.  There was always something that 
needed attention, whether it was feeding 
the chickens or cleaning out the stalls shel-
tering other animals. If done with that, then 
pick the raspberries, or milk the cows and 
separate the milk so the cream could be 
delivered to the market. And … on and on 
it went. Idle hands weren’t tolerated.  So I 
learned to be constantly in motion.  How-
ever, one fall day that notion was severely 
challenged:  my dad worked into the night 
on a combine because the forecast the next 
day called for snow.  He carelessly reached 
under the machine to free up stuck straw, 
and his hand was caught in a large belt.  He 
lost four fingers on his left hand – nearly 
lost his life. The harvesting stopped. And 
for me the mania around speed became 
suspect. 

A second memory – in another small 
prairie town the family doctor had a repu-
tation for taking his time.  You weren’t 
rushed in and out of his office; he sat with 
you and talked – “What do you think is the 
matter with you”? (Some of us thought the 
guy wasn’t working from a full deck, even 

though he was a licensed MD.)  Whenever 
he attended a delivery of a baby, he’d go 
and sit with the woman until she was ready.  
No heavy drugs to speed things up; no for-
ceps to yank the little one out of the womb. 
And the birth mother might spend many 
days, even a week, being looked after while 
she recovered; no “in” and “out” as soon as 
possible. (I cannot remember ever hearing 
“time is money” in my early years in Sas-
katchewan).

I asked a young fellow who studied 
electronics at the University of Victoria, 
how long my new computer was good for.  
He replied instantly – six months, after that 
it’s junk (and he told me that over 12 years 
ago.  What would he have said now?)  So 
what if Blackberry comes in with a new cell 
phone? What we hear as an immediate 
criticism – “It can’t be delivered to potential 
buyers until 3 – 5 weeks from now – way 
too long to wait.” 

Desiring a slower pace is almost 
counter-intuitive. And certainly the driv-
ers of our economy will countenance none 
of that radical, “Leftist” kind of talk.  They 
demand that products move, and quickly; 
that farmers get their animals and grains 
through the production cycle in as few days 
as possible, that the number of “widgets” 
coming off the conveyor belt increase to the 
optimum level. Idle or inefficient hands are 
removed from the assembly line, and the 
most productive ones will be the recipient’s 
of a bonus. Yet, on the other hand we real-
ize that “speed kills” (and we aren’t refer-
ring to a street drug).  We know that traffic 
accidents are mostly caused by speeding 
drivers. There is something basically pro-
found about those “Slow Down” signs in our 
neighborhoods. 

Still we perpetuate the notion that speed 
is a requisite in today’s global economy. It 
is becoming ever more evident that the hu-
man animal must always be moving quickly 
somewhere, a slave to their clock or watch. 
Thankfully, a changing attitude is slowly be-
ginning to emerge -- when we try and sus-
tain a “hurry up” approach to life something 
disastrous usually happens. 

Perhaps the wise religious sage was 
correct when he wrote of the Holy Other – 
“Be still and know that I am God”. When 
we permit ourselves to slow down we al-
low the now to penetrate our conscious-
ness, and we can experience something 
intrinsically valuable in moments of silence 
and quiet. And just maybe that is what the 
world needs now, more than ever before.  
If we were to value our health we would 
pay attention and adopt a slower life-style 
– and the world would be better for it and 
so would we. 

Dale Perkins is a retired United Church minister 
living in Victoria.

 

Speed kills

George Bernard Shaw said, “Democracy substitutes election by the
incompetent many for appointment by the corrupt few.”

So let’s do it different this time!
As we go to press, two countdowns begin.  In BC, it’s just one month until 

the provincial election, while across the Pacific, North Korea’s lunatic dictator 
Kim Jong Eun started the countdown to his vision of nuclear Armageddon.

However, as the election campaign heats up, the ravings of Christy Clark 
and her BC Liberals may resemble the fantasy world of Kim Jong Eun.  We are 
asked to forget 12 years of  systematic dismantling of a representative de-
mocracy based on justice and fairness, and instead believe fairy-tale claptrap 
sprinkled with meaningless terms like “world class”, “access”, “sustainable” and 
the inevitable suffix “BC families”.

The latest BC Liberal scheme has the gimmicky title “A GP for Me”.  Health 
Minister Margaret MacDiarmid said the plan will give everyone “access to a 
family doctor” – but carefully avoided the real issue and saying “ensure every-
one has a family doctor”.  The illusory rhetoric continued.  “We are rolling out a 
comprehensive suite of supports and incentives that are going to help improve 
primary care,” she said. Not “improve”, but “help” improve.  MacDiarmid en-
thused “the plan advances the government’s 2010 promise to ensure all BC 
citizens who want a family doctor will have access” (again!) “to one by 2015.”  
She omitted to mention the far-reaching changes and improvements to primary 
health care promised by the BC Liberals in 2002 and again in 2005.  Nothing 
came of them, but presumably it is assumed that public memory only extends 
back a couple of years or so.

It is impossible to take all this meaningless language seriously, but be as-
sured; we are going to hear a lot more of it from the Christy Clark campaign.  
Even more remarkably, a large chunk of the electorate will actually believe it 
and vote BC Liberal again!   

On April 7, the Times Colonist published an incisive Op-Ed on Primary 
Healthcare by Carol Pickup, a leading Victoria advocate for Primary Healthcare 
and Seniors.  Every voter and every candidate should read it.
The public health system is not broken, nor is it “unsustainable” as many right-
wing ideologues claim.  Like education, a good public health system is 
fundamental to a civilized society, and it is as good as we want it to be.  If 
people keep believing the right wing/corporate ideology that it is “unsustain-
able”, then it will be.  After all, the corporate world and its right wing acolytes 
don’t want to pay slightly a higher tax rate to make health and education work 
properly.  They want our money spent on an endless consumption of rapidly 
obsolescent consumer goods made in Asia, or, at the high end, expensive well-
made German cars (look at the new dealerships being built in Victoria).

Meanwhile, as the election looms, the big buzz is about jobs.  The trouble 
is that they are disappearing, despite the much trumpeted BC Jobs Plan and 
federal Conservative Action Plan.  54,500 jobs were lost in Canada in March, 
22,400 of them in BC, and the youth unemployment rate remained scandalously 
high at over 14%.  But as we haemorrhage skilled and manufacturing jobs to 
Asia, Christy Clark’s Liberals merely echo the Harper mantra of more pipelines, 
more raw resource extraction and unprocessed exports while our skill-based 
industries fall apart and our diminishing area of productive farmland falls prey to 
developers –  as witness the battle going on right here on the Saanich Penin-
sula.  At the same time as Stats Canada announced the job losses, Stuttgart-
based Mercedes-Benz announced the highest monthly sales in its history – 
mostly overseas.  

“World class” and “BC families” etc are in overdrive for the election.  Trans-
port Minister, Mary Polak, recently described BC Ferries as a “world-class” 
system (whatever that means – surely not like ferry systems in Asia and Africa 
where fatal accidents are frequent).  Polak also wants to ensure BC Ferries 
remains “sustainable” in the future “for BC families” – presumably commercial 
customers, individuals and non-BC families don’t count.  

Despite Canada having no international commercial shipping industry, 
Christy Clark and Stephen Harper recently announced that we will have a 
“world class” tanker safety system.   But Canada has no cadre of experienced 
international certificated master mariners capable of operating today’s mega 
tankers, LNG carriers and cargo ships, the newest of which, now being built in 
Korea, are nearly 400 metres long.

Perhaps this “world class” system will have to get its “world class” super-
tanker people from those made redundant by the Exxon Valdez or Costa 
Concordia mishaps.  We certainly won’t have anyone in BC to ensure the coast 
does not get plastered with bitumen, or entire communities vaporized if an LNG 
carrier explodes with several million cubic feet of gas on board.  This is not to 
say that such things will or must happen – but few, if any people board cruise 
ships or aircraft thinking that they might crash, explode, collide or sink.   How-
ever, as long as human beings are involved, things can go wrong and politicians 
had better address these issues seriously instead of the vapid, frivolous and 
superficial sound bites that come from places like the premier’s office.  

After 12 years of a BC Liberal premier convicted for impaired driving, the BC 
rail scandal, the ethnic vote scandal, continuing high rates of child poverty and 
escalating MSP premiums (abandoned by other provinces), it seems the BC 
Liberals have learned nothing – other than how to spend other people’s money 
on silly attack ads.

Finally, the deficit.  It could be fixed, without the economy-wrecking austerity 
programs introduced in Europe.  But people and politicians have got to accept 
that to do so, everyone has to pay their fair share of taxes, and money which 
could reduce the deficit is not spent on stupid ideologically motivated programs 
and advertising.  

Let’s hope people will think about it during the election campaign. -- DJO 
        

The BC Provincial election will be held on Tuesday, May 14.
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!
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Friends of the Lower Island News
We hope you will enjoy this pre-election issue of the Lower Island News, It’s a 

tasty issue, with lots of information and food for thought. Enjoy and don’t forget to vote 
on May 14.

As usual we want to gratefuly acknowledge the financial help that the Friends of 
the Lower Island News have provided since the last issue in January: They have 
generously donating a total of $350 to help keep the paper coming. 

Donors from January to April included: 
 J. Desrosiers    $50    
 Hanny Penekoek    $35
 Richard Creech    $50
 Marj Reitsma-Street   $50
 R. Brook Nicol    $100
 John Bell    $15
 Red Hens    $25 
 Anonymous, Victoria   $25

If you like this issue of the LIN , want it to continue to be published and can afford to 
give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send us a cheque, 
whatever amount you can afford. All donations, large and small, will be appreciated.

Donations may be sent tothe Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indicate if 
you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we cannot  take credit card donations, or 
give tax receipts. Thank you again.

Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

When we talk about transportation, 
we’re talking about how we live, or want 
to live.  It’s just that basic--for our jobs, our 
life-styles, our opportunities, and our inde-
pendence.

This election should be a turning point 
for transportation on the Island – a chance 
to make life better for all of us, for the envi-
ronment, for the economy, and for taxpay-
ers.  

Over the past decade, Islanders have 
been poorly served by transportation deci-
sions and many opportunities have been 
lost.  More than half the carbon emissions 
in the Capital Region come from transpor-
tation and that percentage continues to 
climb. We’ve seen how ferry investments 
have been 100 percent car- and truck-ori-
ented and we’re paying the price in ever-
increasing fares and declining service.

 Highway spending has been un-
coordinated band-aids and fix-ups that 
have not improved most people’s mobility 
and accessibility.  Bus transit has gaps in 
the service and holes in the schedules that 
isolate people from jobs, schools, friends 
and relatives, their medical and other 
needs.  Freight goes increasingly by road 
rather than barge or rail, and the Malahat is 
congested with slow-moving gravel, freight 
and fuel trucks.  

The E&N railway, whose ownership we 
share with First Nations, is still on life-sup-
port after decades of debilitating neglect.  
Islanders are still waiting for VIA rail pas-
senger service to be restored.  Communi-
ties have been calling for rail commuter and 
tourism services. And the federal, provincial 
and local authorities delay and delay. 

The needs of pedestrians and cyclists 
have received scant attention compared to 
the benefits they provide.  

Why has this happened, and how can 
we seize the opportunity this turning point 
gives us?

Eliminate the “silos”  -- The patchwork 
approach is directly caused by the different 
mandates, governance and financing 
models of the myriad organizations re-
sponsible for planning and financing trans-
portation on the Island.  These are local, 
regional, provincial and federal; there are 
too many to list here.  Opening the windows 
and letting in some new light is the first step 
towards transparency, accountability, and 
integrating services and investments.

Listen to the people – Most recent 
transportation decisions affecting the Is-
land have been made after flawed (or no) 
consultation carried out by one or another 
of the silo organizations, into options that 
were pre-determined.  More up-front lis-
tening outside the silos would bring better 
options.  Transparency and accountability 
would encourage participation.  

Reduce car dependence – the car is 
a boon, but it comes at a high price:  emis-
sions, accidents, public spending, private 
spending, and congestion and sprawl.   
These costs can be lowered for all by pro-
viding people and businesses with options: 

As the supply of cheap fossil fuels be-
gin to dwindle and our appetite for energy 
continues to increase, it is not surprising 
that the subject of energy has entered the 
public’s consciousness in the last decade. 
Whether we choose to tackle the challeng-
es facing us largely depends on our choice 
of elected officials in the upcoming provin-
cial election. 

We have coasted on the hydro-electric 
power that was provided by the visionary 
W.A.C. Bennett’s government many de-
cades ago. This inexpensive and reliable 
electrical power has provided British Co-
lumbia with an economic and environmen-
tal advantage, especially in comparison to 
Alberta’s coal-fired power.

With the continuing surge in demand 
on the grid, especially during peak times 
here on Vancouver Island and the islands 
– where most homes are heated with elec-
tricity – we are faced with choices. We can 
either use power more efficiently, including 
putting the controversial smart meters into 
use, or we can pay much higher costs to 
add new power sources to the grid. We can 
avoid more high-voltage power lines, such 
as the ones being considered in the West-
ern Communities and Salt Spring Island, 
but only if we integrate energy conserva-
tion, local renewable power generation, 
and making the grid “smart”. This second 
approach would also make us less depen-
dent on power from the Peace River area 
and across Salt Spring Island, while also 
improving reliability and local employment.

Accomplishment of these goals de-
pends on cooperating with homeowners, 
businesses, First Nations, BC Hydro, mu-

starting with the kind of towns and cities we 
want to live in.  Transportation should be 
linked to land-use.  Villages bring amenities 
within a walk or a short ride.  Transit-ori-
ented development sees that opportunities 
are easily and efficiently served without a 
car, and are accessible to drivers and non-
drivers alike.  Rail can offer commuter ser-
vices that are fast, reliable and pleasant, as 
well as transit options for tourist and recre-
ational trips.

Use the triple bottom line – by evalu-
ating the social, economic and environmen-
tal costs and benefits.  This is fundamental 
to seizing the opportunity we have to make 
the Island more sustainable.   

There are many opportunities to make 
our Island more sustainable, more healthy 
and more prosperous, and to preserve the 
best of its heritage and life-style.  Overcom-
ing the challenges we face in transportation 
will go a long way towards those achieving 
those goals.

There is no better time to start than now.
Recommendations 
•  Set up an Island-wide transportation 

authority to eliminate planning “silos”
•  Make planning open and accountable 

to improve service and cut costs
•  Use the E&N to move people and 

freight to reduce highway congestion, and 
•  Reduce overall costs and burden of 

car ownership 
•  Integrate transportation governance, 

planning and funding through a stronger, 
more formal and more transparent organi-
zation of the Island transportation authori-
ties.

•  Adopt a “triple bottom-line” evalua-
tion of decisions that recognizes the long-
term social, environmental and economic 
implications, including carbon footprint, car 
dependency, affordability and social equity.

•  Involve the public and local govern-
ments in coordinated planning and funding 
plans, so that representatives of each re-
gion can evaluate the potential for common 
implementation.

•  Include all forms of transportation 
modes – road, rail, trail, ferry and air – and 
ensure that transportation, land-use and 
environment are integrated. 
              Irwin Henderson
                vanito@shaw.ca
                   www.islandtransformations.org 

Transportation--
a key election opportunity 

The future of energy on 
Vancouver Island

nicipalities and the Province.  The T’Sooke 
First Nation has a shining example of the 
ability to harness the sun’s energy.  Col-
wood is currently leading the way with pro-
grams to reduce energy consumption and 
tap into the sun’s energy. BC Hydro also 
has a pilot project underway there, lending 
homeowners money up-front so that they 
can reduce their energy consumption. Fur-
ther energy conservation can be generated 
by greatly improving building codes to in-
clude solar-ready installations, heat recov-
ery ventilators, waste water heat recovery, 
improved insulation and windows, etc.

As we move from fossil fuels, energy 
conservation will need to be matched with 
“Smart Grid” technology so as to encour-
age local intermittent power sources, such 
as geo-thermal, wind, solar, tidal and wave. 
BC Hydro will need to accept more of these 
new sources, whether developed privately 
or publicly.

Measures to conserve power and cre-
ate more local renewable energy sources 
have been shown to create many times the 
economic and job stimulus as compared to 
investing in fossil fuel extraction. Such well-
paid jobs would be closer to where we live, 
helping to stabilize family life and boost lo-
cal economies.

British Columbia is uniquely positioned 
to be Canada’s leader in renewable energy 
sustainability. Whether our next govern-
ment has the vision of Bennett, and others 
like him, depends on who we vote for in the 
upcoming provincial election. 

     Ian Gartshore
 Energy Solutions for Vancouver Island
       http://esvi.ca/   

Last week I had the occasion to fly from 
Victoria International Airport to San Fran-
cisco, California, for a meeting. My dealings 
with the security people at our airport has 
me very puzzled and somewhat angry.

I was singled out to have my bag 
searched about which I had no problem as 
I had nothing to hide, and knowing that trav-
elling with liquids is frowned upon by our 
present administration, I had made sure 
to leave out my shaving oil (a liquid), and 
was therefore somewhat confused when 
two small containers of cream (hair and 
body lotion creams) were unceremoniously 

taken out of my toiletry bag, whilst a larger 
tube of toothpaste was untouched  Creams 
are now liquids! No comments or expla-
nation from the grumpy incommunicative 
examiner who just carried them away with 
obvious pride at her catch.

In San Francisco I purchased the exact 
same materials in the same size contain-
ers, and as you might have guessed in 
the paranoid world of the Homeland Secu-
rity they didn’t even give my bag a second 
glance.  Obviously if I go south again I must 
drive to Seattle and leave my car at the air-
port there.  Pity, because I do try to support 
local businesses.

Could it be that under the watchful eye 
of our present prime minister and his bum-
bling buffoon Baird we are creating ene-
mies as a result of our efforts to antagonize 
those we should actually be helping, and 
are therefore at risk from people who use 
hair and body lotions?

I am thinking of our killing of civilians in 
Libya, wanting to supply arms to the Syrian 
rebels, abandoning the Palestinians with 
“our” whole hearted and unconditional sup-
port of the state of Israel, our general mili-
taristic approach by wanting to build seven 
new bases around the world so we can at-
tack more civilians, our willingness to assist 
our mining companies to destroy the in-
digenous peoples and their lands in South 
America, and of course our abandonment 
of the people of Haiti after the earthquake 
once our military had built a prison or two, 
and our refusal to allow our excellent res-
cue teams to go there to help with the ef-
forts to find people in the rubble.

What kind of a country have we be-
come?

      Jeremy Arney
         Victoria BC

What kind of country have we beome?

 The largest banks are taking over 
the financial world by taking over the US 
and global financial systems.  They have 
achieved this through the use of fractional 
reserve banking, and by increasingly influ-
encing the legislative and judicial branches 
of government. There are no effective con-
trols over these banks.

The time has come for We the People to 
take action before the growing fascist state/
oligarchy takes away all our freedoms.

The only effective potential force against 
the banks is We the 99%ers and the theo-
retical political power of our numbers.

However to mobilize 99%ers will take 
time and great effort.  Signs of this awaken-
ing of We 99%ers are the Occupy Move-
ment, the V Day movement to mobilize 
women globally, the Idle No More Move-
ment of natives and their supporters, and 
the Quebec Student›s Strike.

As the power of banks becomes more 
oppressive, the reaction of We the People 
will grow.  It will take time to generate ef-
fective counter pressure.  However, nothing 
can stand up to a united We the People, We 
the 99%ers until We lose our democratic 
freedoms.

Time is long overdue to break up banks 
which are too big to fail and too big to pros-
ecute.  They are just TOO BIG.

Action needs to be taken to legislate the 
breaking up of the largest banks and reor-
ganizing the banking industry back to pro-
viding financial services to the public (rath-
er than speculation to increase the bank’s 
profits).  Precedence has been set by the 
legislative break up of Standard Oil in 1911.

These dominating banks have become 
so strong that they have filled all top execu-
tive positions in the US financial regulatory 
hierarchy and compromised the legislative 
branch by compromising congresspersons 
and senators.  The public is defenceless.  
This situation must be corrected.

In a country where the 1%ers rule in 
their self-interests at the expense of We 
the 99%ers, We the People must be made 
aware that, in the final analysis, We hold the 
ultimate  political power.  

In democracies where each individual 
has a vote, the logical form of government 
should be People’s governments which leg-
islate in the interests of We the 99%ers.   

It is now time for Us to take action while 
We can.

How do We unite We the 99%ers be-
hind one banner to address the fundamen-
tal problem to rebalance wealth distribution 
between the 1%ers and 99%ers?

Does anyone have solutions?
    Gerry Masuda
         Duncan, BC

We the 99% must mobilize
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Bill Hartley Insurance Services
“Providing peace of mind since 1950”

• Special Hobby Farm Packages 
• Home • Auto • Commercial 
• Travel • Marine • RRSPs 
• Life • Mortgage Cancellation

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 www.hartleyinsurance.com
Phone 250-388-5014 • Fax 250-388-4277  Email info@hartleyinsurance.com

Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at 

olsendj@shaw.ca

Martinez 
Hardwood Floors

Specializing in New Installations &
Dustless Sanding and Refinishing

Phone: 250-590-6683
Email: martinezfloors@shaw.ca
Web: www.martinezfloors.com
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Dave Connell Tutoring supports the NDP
                                                                                   

Remember your history! 
The NDP/CCF/Progressives have been responsible for old age 

pensions, Medicare, preserving agricultural land, paid vacations, 
worker rights, low tuition fees, land claim negotiations in BC, wage 
subsidy programs for business, and supporting Japanese Canadians 

and other minority groups when they needed the help.                                                                                                           
The NDP is the party with both a head and a heart.

How the media manipulate us
By Jack Etkin 

Here is one small example.
The comment below is by a prominent 

journalist in BC.  Like all good propaganda, 
it is “true” ... but because only “part” of the 
truth is told, we are given a false impres-
sion. 

The journalist is writing about DAY-
CARE.  

He writes: (NDP leader Adrian) Dix has 
signalled he knows the government cup-
board is bare, and has already indicated 
his plans for a province-wide childcare 
program are dead in the water, at least for 
a while, because the money simply isn›t 
there ... 

 So we are told: “the cupboard is 
bare”, and ... “the money simply isn’t there”.   
In other words, we are told that we the 
public are broke and in debt.  And we’re 
told this all the time.  We have a deficit, we 
have to “cut back”.

And yes, this is true -- we have a deficit.  
But The Media won’t tell us WHY there is a 
deficit.  And they never tell us that we can 
get rid of the deficit, create a surplus, and 
then get things like “daycare” that we need.  
We can do all of that -- but the media never 
talks about it.  Why?

 There is a deficit in BC for only one rea-
son, and that reason is TAX CUTS... Tax 
Cuts for The Richest People in BC and Tax 
Cuts for the Biggest Corporations in BC.  
There is no money for Daycare -- and ev-
erything else -- because of tax cuts for the 
richest.  So when the media tells us that 

“the government cupboard is bare” and “the 
money simply isn›t there” ... but they don’t 
tell us why ... can you see how we citizens 
are being misinformed and led to false con-
clusions?  

 Personally, I think the media are 
deliberately trying to mislead us.  And this 
is an example of how dangerous it is when 
the media is owned by a special interest 
group like Corporate Canada.  When they 
own the media, and corrupt it, and use it as 
a weapon against the rest of us, it is very 
dangerous.  And we have to stop them.

 We’re told there is no more money for 
Daycare or Health Care or Public Schools 
or The Poor, and we accept that because 
we KNOW “there is no money” -- and we 
know because we’ve been told so often by 
the media and the politicians.  But imagine 
if we knew the truth ... that the money we 
need has been given to The Richest People 
and Corporations in the province.  If we 
were told THAT truth, then we might be up 
in arms.  

So they just don’t tell us.  And the media 
does this to us 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year on all of the important issues.  That’s 
why the corporations OWN the media -- and 
that’s why we Canadians so desperately 
need our own media that works for us.  

 Our job is to not believe the media 
any more.

For our own safety, we have got to stop 
believing them.  And we citizens have also 
got to somehow create a media that works 
for us.  We simply cannot have a democ-
racy when everything we see, hear, and 

read is “controlled”.  We NEED a free press 
if we want to have a democracy.

Tax cuts put in place since 2001 are 
now costing the BC government over 
$6 Billion a year ... Without the cuts BC 
would have a large surplus.  And yes, we 
“all” got some tax cuts, but the richest got 
by far the most.  

And as the Toronto Star says about 
Stephen Harper: “...tax cuts decreed by 
the Conservatives since 2006 will result in 
foregone federal revenues of $220 billion 
between 2007 and 2013. Of that, $60 billion 
in tax savings go to Canadian corporations.”

No money?  Or is the money being taken 
by the 1% -- and paid for by the rest of us?

By Dale Perkins

Foster Hewitt became the voice of 
hockey in Canada for my generation and 
those before me.  Professional hockey was 
a dominant object of youthful imagination 
and legions of hockey enthusiasts were 
born to carry on this legacy of advancing 
every boy’s dream of the Good Life.  Then 
salaries were quite modest but at the high 
end of the bell curve expected of super 
stars enrolled in professional sports.

Now we have a different scenario for 
sports stars. Nightly we are shown TV clips 
of, for instance, goalie Roberto Luengo 
marking time until some Trading Deadline 
passes, knowing all the while that should 
he be forced to stay in Vancouver and sit 
out most games on the bench he would still 
receive $5.3 million a year. (Pause to shed 
a few crocodile tears for the poor man.)  
He’s not the exception.   

Over to one side the Toronto Blue 
Jays are presented as contenders to win 
the American League pennant.  Why this 
optimism? One huge reason given is that 
Blue Jay management has raised the 
salary cap this year from $80 million for 
players to $120 million. Who will cover 
these exorbitant salaries? While Rogers 
has stepped up to the plate, their corporate 
executives won’t be expected to make up 
the difference from their salaries, nor will 
Rogers’ shareholders be asked to cover 
the bill from their investment portfolios. It 
will come from monthly user fees Rogers’ 
subscribers will ante up, and downsizing of 
the ranks of their emloyees with automated 
“Robocall” systems (for instance).

None of this is new or shocking – we’ve 
assimilated it all internally as the way the 
current economic system works in North 
America.

Some time ago the US American 
political commentator David Korten wrote:

“We have for too long put up with 
an economic system designed to make 
money for rich people and maintain them in 
a condition of obscene excess, to confine 
billions to desperation, and to reduce 
Earth to a toxic waste dump.  We can do 
better.  And it’s about time we do so. We’ve 
put up with this kind of nonsense for five 
thousand years.  Finally, we have the 
means to choose a different way.”    

Now is a time for re-discovering a 
different way. Perhaps it means returning 
to the wisdom of our elders.  Certainly 
in Saskatchewan where I grew up, and, 

“He shoots … he scores!”
I’m sure, in other places in the country, 
a common wisdom was preached and 
enacted based on the principles of sharing 
and locating the common good. Community 
was important, both as the basis of certain 
enterprises and as a way of life.  Obscene 
disparity between people doesn’t have 
to be the new reality.  Celebrating a few 
sports superstars and rewarding them 
with multimillion dollar incomes while the 
vast majority of the population are told to 
expect less and less is not progress. It’s a 
regression to an uglier social milieu with 
extreme expressions of disparity. 

One significant step society used in 
the past was through implementing a 
progressive tax system.  The core of such 
a system would be “ability to pay” -- that 
is, if someone was awarded more than s/
he needed to live on, they had to accept 
paying a larger amount of that income 
through taxes.  

It was merely one little step towards 
equalizing economic outcomes, and the 
expectation was that progressive taxes 
would be shared fairly throughout the 
commons.  Now the mantra, especially 
coming from the private, corporate sector, 
is that all taxes are bad and need to be 
reduced or eliminated.   Taxes prevent the 
market place from determining value or 
economic activity.  Since it is anti-business, 
all taxes must be jettisoned or drastically 
reduced. 

Thinking locally and at this very 
moment – together we need to counter 
the charlatans who decry taxes and urge 
smaller government.  Those voices are 
simply the chorus of cheerleaders for the 
private, corporate sector – they are bogus 
voices, which must be revealed for what 
they really are. As Korten said so powerfully 
- We’ve put up with this kind of nonsense 
for five thousand years.

Paying our fair share through a 
progressive tax system is a civilized 
expression of community wellbeing.  We 
must say as much, and say it often and 
loudly. Let us remember -- there are 
some excellent examples of societies 
implementing these forms of political 
practices – we must celebrate them and 
raise them up as excellent case studies of 
what a progressive society is capable of 
doing.

Dale Perkins is a retired United Church minister 
who lives and writes in Vicoria.

On-going activities for children, live music, costumes, dancing, displays, art making, 
films, poetry, artists, food and fun will be among the many things to be enjoyed at the 
second annual Creatively United for the Planet Earth Week Festival to be held April 19-21 
at St. Ann’s Academy, 835 Humboldt Street.

Rain or shine, this FREE, fun-filled all-ages community event will be held from 7:30-
9:30 pm Friday, April 19, 11 am to 9:30 pm Saturday, April 20 and from noon to 6 pm 
Sunday, April 21. 

It’s wheelchair accessible and bike lock-up will be provided. Costumes are welcome 
all weekend!!!

On Sunday, April 21: noon-2:15 pm you may choose to attend a special ticketed event.  
Enjoy the beautiful Novitiate Gardens  and Chapel of St. Ann’s Academy while drinking 
local organic tea.

 Take in a Bohemian themed pageant of organic and earth-friendly fashions  with 
passionate, latin guitar stylings by Los Gringos Locos. This event is presented by Hemp 
& Company and ION Clothing with special guests: local up-cycled fashions by Jean Gig, 
local hat fashions by Love That Hat, gluten-free treats by Bake My Day and local organic 
teas by Tea Farm.

 Following  the fashion show  from  12:45 to 1:10, enjoy a short concert with  Lorraine 
Nygaard accompanied Stacy Benn on piano, Ryan Tandy on bass and Kelby MacNahr 
on drums. 

From 1:15 to 2:15 pm. in the  Novitiate Garden,  best-selling Zero Mile Diet author 
Carolyn Herriot will share her incredible knowledge of organic food and gardening. This 
venue will be tented in case of rain.

The first 25 ticket holders to arrive with their own teacup will receive a door prize 
valued at $15.

 
For further information, please visit www.creativelyunitedfortheplanet.com
Schedule: http://creativelyunitedfortheplanet.com/2013-schedule/ 
Tickets: http://creativelyunited2013.eventbrite.ca/# or www.creativelyunitedfortheplanet.com 

United for the Planet Earth Week Festival
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Re-Elect John Horgan as  
your MLA for Juan de Fuca
Stop by or contact our campaign office:
#104–2780 Veterans Memorial Parkway, Victoria  V9B 3S6
  250-474-5511 
      John.Horgan@bcndp.ca
              www.JohnHorgan.bcndp.ca

Change for the Better, One Practical Step at a Time   

AUTHORIZED BY  
KATHY PALMER 

FINANCIAL AGENT
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By Seth Klein and Iglika Ivanova
 
British Columbians are being inundat-

ed with government ads trumpeting that 
we have the lowest taxes in Canada. But 
BC’s low taxes are nothing to boast about. 
They’ve starved key services of needed 
funds and left many of our social and en-
vironmental needs unmet. And the kicker is 
that we’ve very little to show for it.

 Lower taxes have failed to deliver on 
their economic promise. BC’s economic 
performance, job creation and business 
investment levels are all around the middle 
of the pack compared to other provinces, 
and no better than when BC’s taxes were 
higher.

 More than a decade of cuts to both 
personal and business taxes have eroded 
our fiscal capacity to maintain and enhance 
the public services so vital to our quality of 

have an additional $2.4 billion in revenues. 
•	 Last year, the global accounting 

firm KPMG examined businesses taxes in 
55 major cities in 14 countries. Their find-
ing: Vancouver has the second lowest tax-
es after Chennai, India.

 Simply put, our province’s taxes are too 
low, and there is plenty of room to increase 
them without undermining economic 
“competitiveness”.

 Many in the punditry, however, insist 
there is little room for tax increases. They 
claim the only choices before us are for 
very modest increases targeting the top 1 
or 2 percent of earners at most, raising only 
a small amount of additional revenues.

Not so.
 A new report we have authored 

models an array of options for raising new 
revenues while reducing inequality. We 
focus mainly on personal income taxes (the 
most progressive, or fair, element of any 
tax system), but other possibilities include 
changes to property taxes, corporate taxes 
and resource royalties.

 Our report doesn’t recommend adopting 
every possible option. Our purpose is to 
inform an open public discussion about 
taxes by highlighting a range of scenarios, 
along with estimates of the revenues that 
could be raised with each one. 

 Some examples could include:
•	 Two new upper-income tax brack-

ets affecting only the highest-earning 2 
per cent of British Columbians would raise 
about $700 million — enough to build, for 
example, 2,000 units of new social housing 
per year, and to restore class sizes, class 
composition and specialist teacher staffing 
to 2007 levels. 

•	 Add in a modest increase to the 
current top tax bracket and the amount we’d 
raise rises to over $930 million – enough 
to also provide much-needed increases to 
welfare rates (frozen since 2007). Only the 

top 6% of British Columbians (those mak-
ing over $100,000) would be impacted. 

•	 Continue with $5 annual increas-
es in the carbon tax, and expand the tax to 
capture currently excluded industries (such 
as gas production). This would raise $2.2 
billion within four years (twice what it raises 
today) and could pay for environmental 
protection, climate action initiatives, and an 
enhanced carbon credit. The bottom half of 
BC households would be net beneficiaries 
(receiving more from the credit than they 
pay in the tax).

The good news, as revealed in a recent 
CCPA opinion poll conducted by Environ-
ics, is that most British Columbians are 
prepared to entertain tax increases, and 
not just for those at the top and major cor-
porations. A majority are also willing to pay 
slightly more taxes themselves if it means 
greater access to public services and a bet-
ter standard of living.

If most people pitched in the cost of 
a cup of coffee a day, with high earn-
ers contributing more, together, we could 
raise up to $2.3 billion per year – enough 
to strengthen our communities and build a 
province we can all be proud of.

British Columbians deserve a thoughtful 
conversation about the need for tax reform. 
This isn’t about soaking the rich or punish-
ing success. It’s about being realistic, tak-
ing stock of our unmet needs and asking: 
What programs should we pay for together 
through taxes, and how can we raise the 
money needed in a way that ensures ev-
eryone pays a fair share? We hope our re-
port can help kick-start that conversation.

 
Seth Klein is the BC Director of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, and Iglika Ivanova 
is Economist and Public Interest Researcher. 
They are co-authors of Progressive Tax Options 
for BC: Reform Ideas for Raising New Revenues 
and Enhancing Fairness, available at www.poli-
cyalternatives.ca/bc-tax-options

It’s time for BC to raise and reform taxes:
There is a clear need to restore our fiscal capacity and fairness 

By Barry Weisleder

“We have nearly six unemployed work-
ers for every vacancy. Even if a (skills train-
ing) policy somehow succeeded in filling 
every current vacancy, more than a million 
Canadians would remain unemployed.” 
That’s what Erin Weir, an economist with 
the United Steelworkers Union, told the 
Toronto Star on March 21, the day before 
the federal Conservative government ta-
bled its budget in Parliament.

But Tory Finance Minister Jim Flaherty 
would not be swayed. The stated goals of 
his budget are to cut costs, reduce the defi-
cit and balance the books by 2015 -- so he 
can deliver more tax cuts to the well off. His 
mantra is “bolster confidence and growth”. 
Sadly, the main thing growing is the gap be-
tween the affluent few, and the many who 
are struggling to survive.

Like his Conservative and Liberal pre-
decessors, Flaherty chooses to keep the 
corporate tax rate low (now less than half 
the American rate), which costs Ottawa 
some $14 billion in revenue annually. This 
would not change under Justin Trudeau, 
who is set to be crowned Liberal Party lead-
er on April 14, if he follows past business-
tax-chopping Liberal Prime Ministers Jean 
Chretien and Paul Martin. Low tax revenue 
from corporations and the rich, and con-
tinuing high expenditures on the military, 
bolster the deficit, and fuel the argument for 
austerity.

Flaherty is trimming the $25.9 bil-
lion deficit by another $7 billion next year 
through more federal service cuts and job 
losses. That will only dampen growth. In-
stead, the government should boost de-
mand by investing heavily in infrastructure, 
poverty reduction, child care, and the like.

As the social democratic Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives argued, “Canada 
has a growth problem, not a deficit prob-
lem.” The CCPA urged a $40 billion-plus 
program to create 300,000 jobs, to be paid 
for, in part, by tax hikes on the wealthiest.

A Workers’ Agenda would challenge 
corporate control decisively. It poses the 
need for public ownership under workers’ 
control, starting with the banks and giant re-
source corporations. But even the CCPA’s 

More austerity for everyone, 
crumbs for the jobless

life. And in the process the tax system has 
become much less fair. Taxes have been 
shifted from corporations to families, and 
from upper-income families to middle and 
modest-income ones. As a result, British 
Columbians now pay more out-of-pocket 
for a host of programs, through school 
fundraisers, post-secondary tuition, seniors 
care fees and more.

 Consider these startling facts:
 If BC collected today the same amount 

in tax revenues as a share of the economy 
(GDP) as it did in 2000, we’d have $3.5 
billion more in public funds (meaning, no 
deficit, and the ability to invest in enhanced 
or even new public services). 

•	 If BC collected the same amount 
of personal income tax as the average for 
other Canadian provinces (including BC’s 
MSP, which is unique in the country), we’d 

timid demands are in stark contrast to the 
actual direction of capitalist governments, 
like Stephen Harper’s.

As NDP Leader Tom Mulcair said about 
the budget, the Tories are playing a “shell 
game” by moving around previously com-
mitted funds (e.g. for transit, roads, bridges, 
ports, etc.) and gambling on a business-
led “recovery”. More tax relief for Ontario 
manufacturers, a job training fund that re-
lies on provincial matching monies, and a 
crack-down on tax cheats just won’t cut it 
-- unemployment, that is. 

Neither will folding the Canadian Inter-
national Development Agency (CIDA) into 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Trade, which wasn’t mentioned in 
the budget speech. That policy move none-

Hiring People 
Out of Homelessness

 One in four people living in emergen-
cy shelters are actively employed, and 
many more would like to be. 

Cool Aid’s Casual Labour Pool helps 
prepare and match those in need with 
jobs. But people willing to give them a 
chance are currently in short supply.

If you need a hand for your business, 
home or garden, consider hiring someone 
from the Labour Pool. You’ll get a helping 
hand and help end homelessness at the 
same time.

Call Wendy Stone at 250-388-9296 or  
email her at wstone@CoolAid.org

theless exposes the government’s 
“aid” agenda as being totally subser-
vient to promoting Canadian busi-
ness interests abroad, especially the 
labour-abusive, environmentally de-
structive mining sector.

Finally, the deepening crisis in 
Europe shows that austerity isn’t 
working -- unless its purpose is to 
slash the wages, job security, bene-
fits and pensions of working people. 
And that purpose is reason enough 
to oppose this federal budget with 
militant mass political action.
Barry Weisleder is chair of the NDP’s so-
cialist caucus.
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MURRAY RANKIN
Member of Parliament for Victoria

1057 Fort Street, Victoria, BC  V8V 3K5 

Phone: 250-363-3600
Fax: 250-363-8422

Email: murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca
Web: murrayrankin.ndp.ca

Working Hard for Victoria 

By Murray Rankin

Budget 2013 came with the usual Con-
servative fanfare, and the usual lack of real 
action on the issues that matter to BC and 
Victoria. In fact, the word Victoria was not 
mentioned once in the budget.

After previous budgets gutted habitat 
protection in the Fisheries Act and envi-
ronmental assessment, the Conserva-
tives proudly announced small amounts 
of money to local groups to “improve the 
conservation of fisheries habitat” in Budget 
2013. The reality is this budget is devastat-
ing for salmon.

The Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans will be cut by $108 million over six 
years, starting with $4 million this year, $5 
million next year, and $33 million per year 
in subsequent years.  This is on top of deep 
cuts announced last year.

The Conservatives have completely 
failed to protect BC’s wild salmon fishery, 
are still ignoring the Cohen report, and after 
the gutting of the Fisheries Act, Conserva-
tive commitments are completely inad-
equate for the protection of precious fish 

habitat.
As for 

the envi-
ronment, 
they are 
trying to 
hide the 
very seri-
ous dam-
age they 
h a v e 
a l r e a d y 
in f l ic ted, 
and as 
u s u a l , 
they are 
offering in-
sufficient 
s u p p o r t 
for sus-
t a i n a b l e 
e n e r g y 

resources. Climate change is never men-
tioned in this budget, and it clearly is not a 
priority for this government.

For our cash-starved municipalities 
there was some infrastructure funding in 
Budget 2013, but the reality is that the next 
four years will see a reduction of $4.7 billion 
in federal infrastructure funding, a cut that 
will result in tens of thousands of jobs lost in 
communities across the country.

Another hit to our cities, which are al-
ready shouldering the burden of underfund-
ing and the offloading of federal responsi-
bilities are the cuts to the Homelessness 
Partnership Strategy, which will be reduced 
by $15 million a year starting in 2014. Cuts 
to healthcare, OAS, EI, policing, correc-
tions and infrastructure will all download 
billions in costs to the already beleaguered 
provinces and municipalities

Prime Minister Harper promised to fo-
cus on jobs in this budget, but instead he’s 
pushing ahead with job-killing austerity 
cuts, introducing no real measures to cre-
ate jobs. He is playing a shell game with 
skills training money and infrastructure 
funding. Mr. Harper promised he wouldn’t 
cut transfers to provinces or individuals, but 
he’s cutting pensions, healthcare and EI 
while ignoring the serious threats now fac-

ing our fragile economy.
As the new MP for Victoria, I’m pleased 

to be part of the NDP Official Opposition. 
Our team is standing up for the issues that 
matter to Victoria and BC; jobs and skills 
training, environmental protection, health 
care, pensions, employment insurance and 
sustainable infrastructure funding. We will 
work even harder to build a fairer, greener 
and more prosperous Canada for all.

Please do not hesitate to contact my of-
fice with your thoughts, concerns and input. 
My job is to advocate for you and to repre-
sent your voice in Ottawa and I take this 
responsibility very seriously.

Ottawa Update 

I am so grateful to have the opportunity 
to represent Victoria in Ottawa.  

My life’s work has been fighting for the 
environment and it is incredible to be join-
ing such a strong New Democrat team that 
is united in our commitment to environmen-
tal sustainability.  New Democrats are put-
ting forward positive ideas and opposing a 
Conservative government plagued by ethi-
cal lapses and mismanagement. 

As Official Opposition Critic for National 
Revenue, and a member of the Standing 
Committee on Finance, I am working hard 
to hold the Conservatives to account when 
it comes to fair taxation and balancing the 
books. 

Every year, billions of dollars are squir-
reled away by Canadians in foreign banks, 
or through loopholes that allow those who 
can afford it to pay little or no tax. This 
means that some of our largest corpora-
tions and wealthiest citizens are putting the 
tax burden unfairly on our shoulders. Our 
smaller businesses also suffer since they 
cannot afford to take advantage of these 
tax havens. This problem requires big 
strides and real action. We simply aren’t 
seeing that from the Conservatives.

After Conservatives said that bud-
get cuts would have no effect on frontline 
services for Canadians, service cuts and 
sweeping changes at the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA) have left Canadians con-
fused about how to access the basic infor-
mation they need to file their taxes.

Without warning, CRA announced that 
it will no longer be mailing the T1 general 
tax package, the Telefile service used by 
hundreds of thousands of Canadians was 
cancelled, and changes to NETFILE have 
triggered major privacy concerns. Payment 
and enquiry counter services are closing, 
face to face outreach sessions have been 
discontinued, and every service counter in 
Canada is set to close by October 1, 2013.

The CRA is effectively closing its doors 
to the public while seniors and people liv-
ing in remote or rural areas are concerned 
about access to basic tax forms.  New 
Democrats are opposing these devastating 
cuts and seeking answers to your ques-
tions in order to ensure that you have the 
information you need to file your taxes with 
ease and on time.

As your Member of Parliament I am 
committed to working hard for Victoria.  
Your concerns and priorities are very im-
portant to my work as MP.  Please keep in 
touch.

Murray Rankin is Member of Parliament for Vic-
toria.

Why Budget 2013 fails 
BC and the environment

Victoria’s new MP Murray Rankin takes in Chinese New Year celebrations held in 
Victoria’s Chinatown with (l-r) Carole James, MLA for Victoria, Lana Popham, MLA 
for Saanich South, and Maurine Karagianis, MLA for Esquimalt-Royal Roads.

Rankin takes his seat in the 
House of Commons.

Stopping by Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS) MP Murray Rankin (centre)
talks to Tony Pullman (l) and Bruce Corkil about how the elimination of telefile ser-
vices and cuts to Canadian Revenue Agency have caused groups like TAPS to pick 
up the government’s slack in helping people file their income tax returns.

Enid Eckestein of Fair Vote Canada presents a petition from Fair Vote Canada ask-
ing the government to take steps towards creating a more proportional and demo-
cratic voting system.

OTTAWA – Canadian Forces mem-
bers who have suffered significant losses 
on sale of their homes when transferred to 
another location by the CF should be com-
pensated. 

NDP Defence critic, Jack Harris (St. 
John’s East), has submitted a motion ask-
ing the National Defence Committee to 
study the Canadian Forces Home Equity 
Assistance Program and make recommen-
dations to ensure CF members and their 
families have improved financial protection.

“As it stands right now there are many 
Canadian Forces members who have lost 
in the tens of thousands of dollars in home 
equity solely as a result of being transferred 
as part of their military duties and obligation 
and can’t get reimbursed,” said  Harris.

Both the Canadian Forces Ombudsman 
and the Canadian Forces Grievance Board 
have recognized the problem, but it has yet 
to be addressed. There is urgent need to 
find a mechanism to financially compen-
sate these CF members for the sake of fair-
ness.

“The government has a program intend-
ed to help the members of our military with 
relocation but it appears to be failing them,” 
said Harris. “We have a number of people 
in desperate financial circumstances as a 
result. This is an opportunity for the De-
fence Committee to look at ways to solve 
the problem.”

NDP wants Defence Committee to 
help Canadian Forces with equity 
losses due to home sales
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We’re here to help constituents with Federal 
government programs and services.

address: A2–100 Aldersmith Place 
 Victoria  V9A 7M8

hours: 10am–4pm, Monday–Thursday 
 or by appointment

phone:  250-405-6550 
email:  Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca 
fax:  250-405-6554  
follow us on facebook!

Randall Garrison, MP
ESQUIMALT–JUAN DE FUCA

www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

FEDERAL NEWS AND VIEWS

ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.com
www.saanichgulfislandsndp.ca

Saanich Gulf-Islands

VOTE BCNDP 
in the May 14th  

provincial election and  
say NO TO ThE  

ENBRIDGE PIPElINE
Saanich-North & the Islands 

Gary holman

Saanich-South - lana Popham

Victoria-Swan Lake - Rob Fleming

Oak Bay-Gordon Head  
Jessica Van der Veen

Let’s bring in Change  
for the Better in BC

 VICTORIA – Conservatives said that 
budget cuts would have no effect on front-
line services for Canadians, but massive 
service cuts and sweeping changes at 
the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) have 
left local organizations scrambling to pro-
vide tax help to Victorians in need. 

“Payment and enquiry counter services 
are closing, face to face outreach sessions 
have been discontinued, and every service 
counter in Canada is set to close by Octo-
ber 1, 2013,” said NDP National Revenue 
Critic Murray Rankin (Victoria). “The CRA is 
effectively closing its doors to anyone look-
ing for assistance with filing their taxes and 
downloading services to community groups 
that are struggling to keep pace with the 
growing number of people needing help to 
file their taxes.”

Community groups, like Together 
Against Poverty Society Victoria (TAPS) 
that offer free tax filing assistance through 
the Community Volunteer Income Tax Pro-
gram (CVITP) have seen a significant in-
crease in people accessing tax services 
this year. 

“The resources offered to us by CRA are 

Conservatives causing tax 
time distress in Victoria
Local organizations struggle to provide tax services in wake of CRA cuts

By Jean Crowder

There are two issues that I have raised 
with my constituents in our local Nanaimo-
Cowichan papers that I would like to bring 
to your attention.

First is the problem of keeping personal 
information private in a digital world.

British Columbia businesses got hit 
again last month with a debit card scam, 
with many Starbucks outlets having their 
debit machines switched so the informa-
tion off consumers cards could be read and 
transmitted.

While Canada has much stronger pri-
vacy laws than many other countries, sadly 
those laws are not keeping up with our digi-
tal age.

That’s why New Democrats introduced 
a private member’s bill to establish positive 
and balanced privacy protection measures 
that Canadians need now. 

As New Democrat Digital Issues Critic 
Charmaine Borg said, “Canadians are in-
creasingly concerned about the security of 
their personal information. With Bills C-30, 
C-12 and their inaction on data breaches, 
the Conservatives have been turning back 
the clock on privacy protection for Canadi-
ans. “

Bill C-475, an Act to amend the Per-
sonal Information Protection and Electronic 
Documents Act, will create strong data 
breach notification mechanism. As well, it 
would increase the enforcement powers of 
the Privacy Commissioner of Canada and 
the Federal Court to help ensure organiza-
tions comply with the law.

By implementing some of the tools that 
are already being used in many other coun-
tries of the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development, Bill C-475 will 
help Canadians engage fully in the digital 
economy.

Too many Canadians are worried about 
putting their personal information online. 
And Canadian governments have not 
helped, with the recent data breaches at 
Human Resources and Skills Development 
Canada demonstrating that protecting pri-
vacy needs to be prioritized by this Conser-
vative government. 

Bill C-475 is above all making sure 
that organizations, including governments, 
keep the personal information of their us-
ers safe. And if there is a data breach, this 
legislation will ensure organizations inform 
consumers immediately, and not through a 
press release. 

In our increasingly digital world, Canadi-
ans can no longer wait for the government 
to modernize our outdated privacy laws. 
Inaction means greater risk to the security 
of the personal information of millions of 
children, seniors and all other Canadians 
online.

All Canadians should have the confi-
dence to engage in the digital economy 
knowing that Canada has strong safe-
guards to protect their privacy. C-475 will 
be one step to ensure that confidence.

Second is the problem of cell phone 
theft.

For many people, their cell phone is 
an indispensable tool that keeps track of 
names, addresses, contact info, important 
dates, transactions and more.

So if one loses a cell phone, especially 
through theft, it can be devastating. Most 
stolen mobile devices can be reactivated 
with another carrier, making cell phone 
theft a growing problem.

In response, New Democrats have ta-
bled a Bill making it illegal to tamper with 
the unique serial number attached to each 
cell phone.

This Bill will complement the work of the 
Canadian Wireless Telecommunications 
Association (CWTA) which is developing a 
database to record each unique cell phone 
identifier. 

According to the CWTA website, by 
September 30, 2013, no mobile device in 
Canada will be activated without confirma-
tion that its International Mobile Equipment 
Identity (IMEI) number has not been re-
ported lost or stolen on a Canadian mobile 
network.

This should reduce the number of thefts 
of cell phones by reducing their value to 
thieves.

The CWTA is also trying to raise aware-
ness of how important it is to protect infor-
mation kept on smartphones. Their new 
website protectyourdata.ca will help edu-
cate Canadians on how to keep their data 
secure and how to prevent theft of their de-
vice.

This practical solution to the problem 
of cell phone theft can be implemented im-
mediately if the Conservative government 
chooses to take action and introduce gov-
ernment legislation to make it a crime to 
tamper with identification numbers on mo-
bile devices.

Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for Na-
naimo-Cowichan.

New Democrats are looking for 
practical solutions for the everyday 
problems that Canadians face 

Nanaimo-Cowichan MP Jean Crowder (left) is joined by NDP MP Niki Ashton (right) 
and another delegate  at  an Inter-Parliamentary Union committee meeting titled 
“When Parliaments commit to ending violence against women and girls”. 

Jean Crowder (2nd from left) attends the 1st Annual Vancouver Island University 
Students’ Union Women in Action Conference. 

minimal. So we must now spend hundreds 
of staff and volunteer hours administering 
the program and acquiring the necessary 
supplies,” said Kelly Newhook, executive 
director at Together Against Poverty Soci-
ety. “While we are grateful for the opportu-
nity to assist those needing help with filing 
their taxes, we must now dedicate substa-
tial resources in order to run these tax clin-
ics, at the expense of the other programs 
we operate.” 

Earlier this year, without warning, the 
CRA announced that it will no longer be 
mailing the T1 general tax package. The 
Telefile service used by hundreds of thou-
sands of Canadians has also been can-
celled. Currently the CRA is projected to be 
cut by approximately $100 million, and over 
3000 full time equivalent jobs will cut from 
the agency over a three-year roll out period.

“The government has a responsibil-
ity to provide Canadians with the services 
they need to do their taxes,” said Rankin. 
“Cutting services and then asking volunteer 
organizations to fill the gap with inadequate 
resources is unacceptable.”

 

Victoria, BC -- Alexandra Morton, 
speaking on behalf of Salmon are Sacred 
(www.salmonaresacred.org), observed 
March 22, “I am glad that the Christie Clark 
Liberals, with today’s Discovery Islands an-
nouncement) recognize there is a problem 
with salmon feedlots on wild salmon migra-
tion routes. This small but important step in 
the right direction makes it clear that siting 
salmon feedlots is a provincial responsibil-
ity.”

Morton went on to say, “I am anxious 
to see how BC politicians of all stripes re-
spond to this first step. It will be of great in-

terest to see how NDP Leader Adrian Dix 
responds; he is a contender in the election 
but has been publicly silent on where he 
stands on protecting wild salmon.”

When asked about the pending BC 
election and who she would vote for to 
ensure salmon protection, the biologist’s 
advice to BC voters was, “educate your-
selves by watching our new documen-
tary Salmon Confidential, and Vote WILD 
Salmon.” 

Alexandra Morton can be reached at 250-974-
7086  or by email at gorbuscha@gmail.com

BC takes small but important step in right direction
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The Flying Shingle’s commitment to 
our advertisers on Gabriola Island:

Your ad will stand out to potential customers because we limit 
advertising to 40 per cent of the newspaper’s total space. (Fifty 
per cent is usually regarded as an acceptable rate.)
A sassy, intelligent, well-written paper committed to 
journalistic integrity that attracts a strong and loyal 
readership. 
Classified ads focussed on local advertisers and Gabriola 
customers.

Many of our readers tell us they read the Flying Shingle from cover 
to cover, which means every page is a “good” advertising page in 
The Shingle.

With a total winter distribution of 2,400 The Shingle is mailed out to every 
mailbox (1,850) on Gabriola, and distributed to newsstands around the 
island. 

Advertise in The Shingle. We deliver Gabriola.

•

•

•
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By Ben Isitt

The City of Victoria is proposing to 
make our communities safer by reducing 
the default speed limit in BC municipalities 
from 50 km/h to 40 km/h. We are urging lo-
cal governments across Vancouver Island 
and BC to join with us in lobbying the pro-
vincial government to amend the Motor Ve-
hicle Act for a safer speed limit.

Under this proposal, municipalities 
could maintain speeds of 50 km/h (or higher 
if they desired) on arterial roads, by install-
ing signs on the relatively few kilometres of 
local roadways that are arterial in nature. 
Delivery vehicles, commercial drivers and 
commuters could continue to travel larger 
distances at higher speeds.

But the vast majority of local roadways 
that are residential in nature, and therefore 
inappropriate for high-speed travel, would 
see the speed limit reduced to 40 km/h, 
saving BC municipalities tens of millions 
of dollars that would otherwise have to be 
spent on signage to achieve the same pub-
lic-safety result. Not factored into this equa-
tion are the hundreds of millions of dollars 
spent annually on healthcare, rehabilita-
tion, insurance and lost incomes arising 
from collisions. In the City of Victoria alone, 
more than 200 kilometres of local roads are 
residential, which would require a huge ex-
penditure on signage for every block in the 
absence of a lower provincially-legislated 
speed limit.

Evidence from other Canadian and in-
ternational jurisdictions demonstrates the 
public-health benefits of reduced motor-
vehicle speeds. The Chief Coroner of On-
tario recently called for a 40 km/h default 
municipal speed limit in that province, to 
help reduce the incidence of serious injury 
and death to pedestrians hit by high-speed 
motor vehicles in urban areas.

Many European communities including 
Bern, Switzerland (pictured here) and Bar-
celona have adopted urban speed limits of 
30 km/h per hour of lower, a policy recently 
endorsed by the European Parliament with 
an aim of cutting deaths on roads in half 
by 2020.

Many communities in Europe have 

gone further, implementing speed limits 
of 30 km/h or less on non-arterial roads. 
This policy has extended from large cities 
such as Barcelona, Spain to smaller com-
munities such as Bern, Switzerland. The 
European Parliament recently went on re-
cord favouring a 30 km/h limit in residential 
areas, to cut in half the “number of road 
deaths in the European Union by 2020”, to-
ward an ultimate goal of a “zero death toll.” 
Evidence suggests that pedestrians hit by 
a vehicle travelling at 30 km/h or less suf-
fer only minor injuries, often walking away 
without hospitalization, rehabilitation, or 
lifelong injuries or death.

Victoria City Council and community or-
ganizations including the Rockland Neigh-
bourhood Association and Fernwood Com-
munity Association believe that 40 km/h is 
an appropriate compromise for British Co-
lumbia at the present — balancing the need 
for increased safety for all road users with 

Building safer communities through reduced motor-vehicle speed

public attitudes in North America. As mass 
transit waned in the 1950s in the face of 
“King Auto”, many people developed strong 
attachments to the personal autonomy pro-
vided by automobiles, a perceived “god-
given right to be a motorist” that can con-
tribute to reckless disregard for the safety 
of others.

I firmly believe that no one has a right to 
endanger pedestrians or other road users. 
We can turn the page on the late-20th-cen-
tury domination of “King Auto” and transi-
tion to more sensible models of community 
and mobility. Reducing traffic speeds on 
most municipal roads is a forward-looking 
step toward communities where public 
rights-of-way are shared by everyone — 
children, seniors, walkers, cyclists, bus-

riders, drivers and other road users.
As the parent of a young child in Vic-

toria, I can’t think of a more practical way 
to build a better community than to make 
our public streets safer for everyone. I 
would encourage citizens and elected of-
ficials from throughout Victoria, the Capi-
tal Region, Vancouver Island and British 
Columbia to unite behind an idea whose 
time has come: safer speed limits for our 
communities, as part of a broader strategy 
of improving the design and regulation of 
roads and rights-of-way to make them safer 
for everyone.

Ben Isitt is a Victoria City Councillor and CRD 
Director. He can be reached via his website at  
www.BenIsitt.ca or by email at Ben@Isitt.ca.

The City of Victoria is proposing that the default speed limit in BC municipalities be reduced to 40 km/h, in order to make public 
roads safer for everyone. Pictured above is a speed reader used by police in Bern, Switzerland.

 Ottawa—Canada’s economy is 
experiencing a “carbon bubble” that 
could have significant consequences 
for Canada’s financial markets and pen-
sion funds, according to a new study 
released today by the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives.

 Between two-thirds and four-fifths 
of known fossil fuel reserves have been 
deemed to be “unburnable carbon» that 
cannot safely be combusted without 
leading to catastrophic climate change.

 “Business-as-usual for the fossil 
fuel industry is incompatible with the 
need to keep the global temperature 
increase to 2°C or less,” says CCPA 
Senior Economist Marc Lee. “The 
recent experience of high-tech and 
housing bubbles should serve as a 
stern warning to investors and policy 
makers.”

 The study, by Lee and SFU 
graduate student Brock Ellis, estimates 
Canada’s share of a global carbon 
budget and finds that at least 78% of 
Canada’s proven oil, bitumen, gas, 
and coal reserves, and 89% of proven-
plus-probable reserves would need to 
remain underground.

 This unburnable carbon has im-
plications for the Canadian fossil fuel 
industry, but also for financial markets, 
in particular pension funds that have in-
vested in fossil fuel industries as part of 
their portfolios. The Toronto Stock Ex-
change is highly weighted towards the 
fossil fuel sector. At the end of 2011, the 
TSX had 405 listed oil and gas compa-
nies with a total market capitalization of 
over $379 billion.

 The study compares assets and 
liabilities for more than 100 top fossil 
fuel companies in Canada to estimates 

of their “carbon liabilities”—the estimated 
damages from emitting a tonne of carbon. 
For Canadian-listed companies the low 
estimate amounts to $844 billion in carbon 
liabilities—more than two and a half times 
the market capitalization and nearly double 
the assets of those companies. The high 
estimate yields a figure just under $5.7 
trillion, an amount 17 times larger than 
market capitalization and 13 times assets.

 “There has been a general failure 
among pension funds to account for 
climate risk, and a tendency to view any 
screening for environmental purposes to be 
detrimental to financial performance,” says 
Lee. “Our analysis turns this on its head: 
by not accounting for climate risk, large 
amounts of invested capital are vulnerable 
to the carbon bubble.”++

 Pension fund managers must take 
inter-generational equity into account. 
While pension funds have to generate 
maximum current return value for existing 
(and soon-to-be) pensioners, at the same 
time they must equally represent the 
interest of young workers for their eventual 
retirements.

 Pension funds and other institutional 
investors need to be part of the solution, 
according to the study, which makes sev-
eral recommendations to green Canada’s 
financial markets, including: establishing a 
national carbon budget, developing green 
bonds, and mandating carbon stress tests 
for financing commitments and portfolios.

 “We are in need of a ‘managed retreat’ 
from fossil fuel investments,” says Lee.

  
Canada›s Carbon Liabilities: The Implications 
of Stranded Fossil Fuel Assets for Financial 
Markets and Pension Funds is available on the 
CCPA website: http://policyalternatives.ca

Fossil fuel divestment 
necessary in order to avoid 
“carbon bubble”: study
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 By Dean Fortin

 This May marks the halfway point in my 
second term as Mayor in the City of Vic-
toria. The world and our city have seen a 
number of changes over the last four and 
a half years, but I remain committed to the 
same priorities. I remain committed to pro-
viding affordable housing so everyone has 
a place to live in our city. I remain commit-
ted to protecting our environment so our 
city remains a beautiful place for genera-
tions to come. And I remain committed to 
building a strong, vibrant economy so ev-
eryone has an opportunity to realize their 
dreams in our city.

As always, it is a team effort of mayor 
and council and staff, that gets things done; 
and it is the men and women who work for 
the citizens of Victoria in public service that 
deserve the true credit.

A HOME FOR EVERYONE
Housing and homelessness continues 

to be a top priority. I am happy to report that 
a number of rental and supportive housing 
units have been constructed in Victoria and 
the Capital Region, representing a major 
step forward. In order to ensure Victoria is 
a place for everyone, we must ensure that 
there are housing options at all points along 
the housing continuum. 

In 2010, the City purchased two Trav-
eller’s Inn motels. Today, Queens Manor 
provides 36 units of supportive housing 
for adults previously without a home. The 
second building, Siem Lelum, will provide 
40-45 units of housing for Aboriginal youth, 
young families and grandparents raising 
grandchildren. Phase one, which will pro-
vide 26 units, is scheduled to open this 
spring.

Loreen Place opened at 35-39 Gorge 
Road, providing 52 new units of rental 
housing which are operated by the Greater 
Victoria Housing Society. The City of Vic-
toria’s Housing Trust Fund provided partial 
funding for this project. Affordable rental 
housing is key to the livability and long term 
sustainability of our city and projects like 
Loreen Place fill an important gap. 

Several new construction projects are 
underway or on the horizon, and will bring 
new residential units to our growing city. 

Finally, we have worked with the Van-
couver Island Health Authority to expand 
medical services for the street involved 
community, with two Health Hubs that in-
clude counseling, support and harm reduc-
tion services and fixed needle exchanges.

PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT
With input from citizens, we made im-

provements to a number of public spaces 
around the city. The Chandler Gonzales 
Pathway was reopened, providing a safe 
route for school children to walk to Marga-
ret Jenkins School. We replaced aging play 
equipment in the Cook Street Playground, 
after hearing ideas from children and par-
ents about the features that they wanted to 
see in the playground and we built a new 
play area in Fisherman’s Wharf Park. More 
playground improvements are in the works 
for Wark Street and Fern Street this year. 
Vibrant public spaces are important for 
young families to play and gather.

This January, council passed a bylaw 
permitting the use of electric-powered ve-
hicles on certain streets in the City of Vic-
toria. Ten new electric vehicle charging sta-
tions have been installed around the city, 
supported by funding from the Province’s 
Community Charging Infrastructure Fund. 
The charging stations are able to fully re-
charge an electric car battery within three to 
eight hours. Providing alternatives to fossil-
fuels is an important step in moving away 
from our dependence on them and building 
a sustainable city.

Food security and access to local food 
has been an important topic in recent years. 
The city acknowledges the importance of 
local food production and has partnered 
with two neighbourhoods on pilot programs 
that will integrate food production into pub-
lic spaces. 

Groves of fruit or nut trees will be 
planted in two city parks through the Com-
munity Orchard Program. Citizens will 
participate in the care, maintenance and 
harvesting of the trees and the food that is 
produced will be shared with the commu-
nity. The Kitchen Garden Project at the 
Fernwood Community Centre will transform 
1,800 square foot front decorative garden 
beds that are currently maintained by City 
staff, into edible food gardens that will be 
managed by the Fernwood NRG. The gar-
dens will be used to educate, inspire and 
supplement some of the 700 snacks and 
meals that the centre provides to program 
participants each week.

This year, we implemented a kitchen 
scraps program to divert compostable ma-
terials from the landfill. The City of Victoria 
collects garbage from over 14,000 house-
holds each week. Taking kitchen scraps out 
of the garbage will divert 1,500 tonnes (or 
30%) of waste each year. All of these steps 
help protect our incredible natural environ-

ment for current and future generations.

STRENGTHENING OUR ECONOMY
Last year, we helped launch the Shop 

Local Program, and will be lending it sup-
port again this year. It is so important for 
our city’s sustainability that we look to sup-
port local residents, build food sustainabil-
ity by supporting local producers, and help 
create well-paying local jobs.

We cannot ignore that Victoria relies on 
our relationship with the rest of the world 
to create jobs as well. As such, with as-
sistance from the Province, we led a trade 
mission to China to help support our local 
sustainable industries –  Technology, Inter-
national Education and Cultural Tourism. 
This trip was an opportunity for Victoria to 
continue to foster further economic ties. It 
is important that we continue to nurture in-
ternational relationships that bring invest-
ment, spur local growth and success, and 
enhance international relations.

Recognizing that financial certainty 
is important to all citizens, we secured a 
fixed-price contract to build the new John-
son Street Bridge which will begin construc-
tion this spring. This fixed price contract al-
lows us to move forward with confidence 
on a project that will vastly improve cycling, 
walking and driving options to and from the 
downtown for generations.

Finally, we are about to open the new 
customer service centre in Victoria City 
Hall, allowing residents and businesses to 
quickly access efficient and professional 
support and city services.

There are many more initiatives to 

Mid-term update from Mayor Fortin 
come as we climb back from the economic 
downturn and ensure that we remain the 
core engine of the region for job creation.

CELEBRATING OUR SUCCESSES
In September 2012, the City’s Down-

town Core Area Plan earned a Downtown 
Merit Award from the International Down-
town Association. The Downtown Core 
Area Plan provides guidance for growth 
and development over the next 30 years 
to foster an attractive, vibrant, pedestrian-
friendly and economically resilient down-
town and ensure that downtown remains 
the heart of the Capital Region. 

This award is the second time that the 
City of Victoria has been recognized by 
the International Downtown Association. 
In 2009, Victoria was recognized with a 
Downtown Pinnacle Award for our work 
in addressing late night issues. This work 
continues to benefit businesses, residents 
and visitors in our city. 

In the last year, we have also been 
voted “Most Romantic City”, “Best City to 
Retire” and “the Smartest City in Canada”. 
Although these awards are less than scien-
tific, they are a fun way to highlight some of 
the qualities that make our city such a great 
place to be.  And of course, how can we for-
get that the Langley Street Loo was named 
Canada’s Best Restroom, bringing national 
and international acclaim to our attractive 
and innovative downtown public facility.

MOVING AHEAD
The last four and a half years have 

been rewarding and inspiring. It has been 
an honour to work alongside the commit-
ted and talented people in our community 
to identify ways that we can overcome our 
local challenges and thrive as a city where 
everyone has a place and an opportunity to 
live, play and work.

I am buoyed by our many accomplish-
ments and look forward to the time ahead. 
As always, I invite you to contact me to 
share your thoughts, concerns and vision 
for our Victoria. You can reach me by email 
at mayor@victoria.ca and stay connected 
with me on Facebook and twitter.

Dean Fortin is Mayor of the City of Victoria

Re-Elect Maurine Karagianis  
as your MLA for  
Esquimalt–Royal Roads
Stop by or contact our campaign office:
1253c Esquimalt Road   /   250-388-0970 
Maurine.Karagianis@bcndp.ca
www.MaurineKaragianis.bcndp.ca
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Premier breaks promise to protect children and 
the environment from cosmetic pesticides
 Victoria, BC -- Premier Christy Clark has 
closed the door on her promise to protect 
children and the environment from danger-
ous cosmetic pesticides, says New Demo-
crat environment critic Rob Fleming. 

The Liberals introduced weak 
legislative half-measures February 21 that 
fail to protect children in the yards and 
playgrounds where they play and won’t 
change the widespread retail availability of 
these harmful chemicals. 

 “The people of this province deserve 
21st century legislation that takes into 
account the growing body of evidence that 
shows how harmful these chemicals are to 
children, pets and our environment,” said 
Fleming. “This legislation fails to deliver 
the kinds of environmental and human 
health protections that British Columbians 
have been calling for, and that millions of 

Canadians enjoy in six other provinces.”
 When Premier Clark was running for the leadership of the 

Liberal party she said, “These dangerous pesticides are proven to 
increase the likelihood of childhood cancer and other illnesses, and 
have no place near our homes. I don’t want to see my son playing 
on a lawn with toxic pesticides. I don’t want to see anyone’s child 
playing on a lawn with toxic pesticides.”

 “The premier’s decision to break her promise to protect 
children from the health risks of cosmetic pesticides is especially 
disappointing given recent evidence published in the Journal of 
Pediatrics about the acute poisoning risks that synthetic lawn and 
garden chemicals pose to children,” said Fleming. 

 The epidemiologic evidence in the November 2012 study “dem-
onstrates associations between early life exposure to pesticides 
and pediatric cancers, decreased cognitive function, and behavioral 
problems.” 

 At least 39 municipalities governing 2.6 million people in British 
Columbia have put forward by-laws restricting the use of cosmetic 
pesticides, but the bans are impossible to enforce because com-
munities don’t have the legal power to take the products off store 
shelves.

 “It’s hard to imagine how the 
premier could believe that these 
dangerous pesticides increase the 
likelihood of childhood cancer and 
do so little to prevent unnecessary 
exposure to them,” said Fleming. “New 
Democrat leader Adrian Dix proposed 
practical steps to protect our children 
when he introduced legislation that 
would eliminate the unnecessary use 
of cosmetic pesticides.”

 Safe at play? Childen romp in a park.
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By Tara Ehrcke 

A false narrative about our schools is spreading through the education community and 
the public at large. Apparently, with the turn of the clock and the dawn of a new century, 
our schools are suddenly inadequate. As Canadians for 21st Century Learning and Inno-
vation, articulates the issue, “public education in Canada must be transformed to position 
Canadians for success in the knowledge and digital age”1. 

A peek beneath the surface reveals that the drive for change and the changes sought 
are not new, necessary or unique, but in fact familiar -- cost cutting, privatization, and re-
structuring public education around technology.

Despite the promises, 21st Century Learning will not bring “success”. The crisis of 
inadequate schools is manufactured. And the proposed solution - radical technological 
transformation - has the potential to damage our schools while diverting public money to 
corporate profit.

The 21st Century Learning web of influence
A collection of think tanks, academics, senior bureaucrats, and corporations have de-

veloped a web of influence centred on a concept: 21st Century Learning.
The set of “non profit” and “charitable” foundations that use this moniker is sizeable. 

The degree to which the term has spread is breathtaking. A Google search yields over 10 
million hits.

At the centre of this web are corporations, who fund these “non-profit” lobby groups 
(thus appearing more legitimate than self-interested). And the corporations most interested 

skills such as: entrepreneurship/innovation, financial/economic literacy, IT skills, and ca-
reer skills. Curricula will be redefined and/or expanded. The net result changes the degree 
to which the purpose of education is work readiness as opposed to democratic citizenship.

Corporate interests see transformation as an opportunity to increase private delivery, 
control, and ownership of schools. This will happen through the increased use of informa-
tion technology in a variety of areas, including: curriculum resources, lesson delivery, data 
driven school management, data driven testing and assessment, computerized feedback 
to students and parents, and computerized “personalization”. 

Private control will take place with the increasing use of online learning, because the 
technology platforms will be built by the technology corporations. Private parental control 
will increase with more home schooling and blended in school/home school models. Con-
tracting out of teaching will take place with the use of online tutoring from private provid-
ers and the re-use of packaged video lessons such as the Khan Academy. 21st Century 
advocates will push for the elimination of school boards in favour of charter schools, which 
allow private control and ownership. This will be done under the guise of “choice”, “creativ-
ity” and the need to “personalize”. 

Technology
Not surprisingly, technology is almost always identified as a component of 21st Cen-

tury Learning. But this isn’t simply about adding new technology to aid in the delivery of 
curriculum or to allow new teaching methods.  In the 21st Century Learning model technol-
ogy defines the learning methods.

We can consider just a few statistics to get a sense of where 21st Century Learning 

in funding such an initiative are those who will potentially profit - “knowledge sector” com-
panies. Each of these companies devotes time, resources and “white papers” to the 21st 
Century Learning initiative: Apple, Cisco, Microsoft, Dell, Smart Technologies, AOL Time 
Warner, Pearson, Adobe, Blackboard, McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Nelson Education, Scholas-
tic Education, and IBM, to name a few. 

There is no shortage of promises made to support 21st Century Learning. Key among 
them are: better student outcomes; student-centred or personalized learning, increased 
student engagement and lower costs.

A more detailed look at the proposed reforms reveals quite another picture.
In order to free money for new technology spending, 21st Century Learning schools 

must lower their public expenditures on existing, traditional forms of schooling. It is this as-
pect of 21st Century Learning that is so attractive to politicians and bureaucrats, who face 
ever diminishing budgets. 21st Century advocates argue that the new forms of schooling 
will be less expensive, even though they require initial spending on new infrastructure 
and technology products.  Some strategies to lower existing costs through new models 
of 21st Century schooling include: increasing the student-teacher ratio using technology; 
replacing teachers with lower wage, less qualified workers; reducing space requirements 
by expanding the school day and shortening the week; and increased reliance on parents 
to provide instructional planning, support and teaching.

21st Century Learning aims to re-orient curricula towards labour market skills training. 
Existing curricula will be modified by adding “skills” and/or “competencies” to traditional 
“knowledge” curricula. Curricular components will include business oriented or workplace 

21st Century Learning Inc.

advocates would like to take us. A paper by CISCO provides a helpful chart documenting 
what media consumption Dutch teenagers do during an average day2:

The question CISCO asks is, “How can traditional modes of classroom instruction 
engage and inspire students when life outside the classroom has changed so dramatical-
ly?... For many learners, class is the only time in their day  when they completely ‘discon-
nect’.” Rather than question how much is too much technology, this technology company 
wonders how we can increase the screen time of teenagers by filling in the one relatively 
screen free time -- school. Meanwhile the Canadian Pediatric Society recommends a two 
hour screen time limit for children3. Significant social issues related to screen time include 
obesity, mental health and even changing brain chemistry for younger children.

Without doubt there is a place for technology in schools and classrooms. Online and 
blended models certainly have a place to address issues such as geographic distance 
and schooling in small communities with few children. 

What is troubling is that rather than a broad discussion about the potential new uses 
of technology along with the potential risks and pitfalls, the dialogue is one-sided and 
misleading.  

Privatization
Knowledge and IT companies have two ways to profit from public education systems. 

The first is simply by selling more products to schools. The second is a structure where 
public school boards contract out educational and infrastructure services to private com-

Continud on page 13
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panies. 
Technology companies are clearly interested in both of these models. Cisco states on 

their website, on the page entitled “Transforming education: Public private partnerships for 
education”, “We believe that public-private partnerships will play an important role in the 
transformation of global education systems. Cisco leverages these types of partnerships 
to improve learning outcomes and promote socioeconomic development in communities 
around the world.”4

The various non-profit lobby groups, with their corporate partnerships, also identify 
this theme. For example, C21 -- the Canadian non-profit 21st Century Learning lobby 
group -- identifies public-private partnerships in their list of goals for policy makers: “Fos-
ter  private-public  partnerships  with the  knowledge  sector  and  other  non-government 
organizations to meet the needs of students.”5

Replacing teachers and increasing teacher productivity
Teachers are by and large the most expensive part of any school system.  Therefore, 

the most obvious way to reduce costs is to increase the ratio of students to teachers. In 
a 21st Century Learning paradigm, technology is used to facilitate this process: online 
schools and classes replace face to face learning; blended online/classroom models al-
low a larger student load per teacher; online tutoring replaces teacher time with lower 
paid (and often contracted out) instructors. Another approach is to replace teachers with 
other adults: involvement of parents through blended home school models; replacement of 
teachers with paraprofessionals; even the use of volunteers in classrooms. 

It is here that the contradictory nature of 21st Century Learning begins to show. On the 
one hand, cheaper and scale-able teaching with technology might be possible. But surely, 
the standardization and rote learning methods this requires will fail to produce “creative” 
and “innovative” students.  

The myth of personalization
Much of the hype of the 21st Century Learning centres around “personalization”. Aca-

demics such as the UK’s Ken Robinson lament that existing forms of schooling are restric-
tive and standardized -- deadening children’s innate sense of curiosity. 

Personalization has a long history in the education field and encompasses a wide 
range of ideas including mastery learning, self-paced learning, and learning through mul-
tiple intelligences. However the term has been appropriated, particularly in the UK, to be 
more closely affiliated with computer mediated personalized learning. This causes consid-
erable confusion in the 21st Century Learning world, as educators would likely provide a 
very different definition of personalization than technology companies. 

To a technology company, personalized learning means computer based adaptive 
learning programs – think Rosetta Stone. Yes they are “personalized”, but they certainly 
aren’t what most parents want their children doing all day long. Genuine personalization 
takes face to face teacher time and resources – smaller classes and more specialist edu-
cators.

The Canadian connection
The network promoting 21st Century Learning is global. Canada has its own, domes-

tic, lobby groups. 
C21 Canada is one centralized hub of 21st Century Learning advocacy.  Like the US 

counterparts, they are funded primarily by business: Dell, EF Educational Tours, IBM, 
McGraw-Hill Ryerson, Microsoft, Nelson Education, Oxford University Press, Pearson, 
Scholastic Education, Smart Technologies; as well as two non-profit groups: the Canadian 
School Board Association and the Canadian Education Association.

Their discussion document, Shifting Minds: A 21st Century Vision for Public Education 
in Canada6 provides insight into the Canadian version of 21st Century Learning.

Despite its claim that “Canadians would prefer to see a national learning vision found-
ed on Canadian values and principles”7 the content is remarkably similar to what has been 
articulated in both the US and the UK.

There is the promotion of 21st Century “competencies”, “radical transformation” of 
the environment, changing school governance structures and citizen engagement.8 Within 
each of these systemic changes, we find: “anytime, anywhere learning”, “personalized 
learning opportunities” for “all students”, a commitment that “on-line learning, blended 
learning and virtual schools must be pursued as viable and relevant options to meeting 
the needs of many learners”, and “assistive technologies to support the diversified needs 
of learners must be ubiquitous.” 

A few provincial governments are already embracing the 21st Century Learning man-
tra. British Columbia, for example, is proposing the adoption of a new BC education plan9, 
whose principles clearly “align” with those of 21st Century Learning. The plan apparently 
originated in back room discussions after Valerie Hannon, of Global Education Leaders 
Program (a lobby group), presented at the BC School Superintendents’ conference in 
200910. From there, a paper developed by the Premier’s Technology Council reinforced the 
idea of “a vision for 21st century education” in BC11. The preamble describes the purpose 
of the report: “This special report highlights a vision of education in the 21st century.  As 
a result of our research, we believe that our system must transform to properly serve the 

citizens of a knowledge-based society.” Unsurprisingly, we see the same themes: person-
alized learning, skills focus, online and blended learning, more technology.

The true face of 21st Century Learning
The radical transformation that 21st Century Learning advocates want is not value 

neutral. The base of the 21st Century Learning network is composed of the “knowledge” 
companies that fund and promote its ideals. It is ultimately their interests that will be 
served.

When 21st Century Learning Inc. reaches our schools, the consequences will be not 
the creativity and critical thinking that are promised, but rather corporate profits and cor-
porate ideas.  

Children, parents, teachers and the public have everything to lose with this model. In 
the worst case scenarios, excellent, comprehensive neighborhood schools with a wide 
variety of face-to-face programming will be replaced with overcrowded, technology based 
schools with significant public money going towards corporate profits.  

Corporations like to make citizens believe that our interests are the same: that people 
benefit when corporations are successful. But in most instances, corporate interests and 
the interests of citizens wanting a strong, equitable, publicly funded and publicly con-
trolled education system, are incompatible.

Excessive technology is not better for learning. Fewer teachers is not better for stu-
dents. Overnight radical transformation is not a sensible way to address the issues that 
do exist with our current school systems. Turning schooling into primarily job preparation 
centres will not produce a highly educated, active and democratic citizenry.  Computers 
will not personalize education.

21st Century Learning should be seen for what it is: a highly effective corporate lobby 
campaign. Citizens, teachers, students and parents should reject it. We have nothing to 
gain, and everything to lose.
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marketwire.com/press-release/shifting-minds-a-vision-and-framework-for-21st-century-learning-in-
canada-1708614.htm
2  CISCO (2008). Equiping Every Learner for the 21st Century. Retrieved from http://www.
cisco.com/web/about/citizenship/socio-economic/docs/GlobalEdWP.pdf
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4  CISCO (2012). Tranforming Education: Public-Private Partnerships for Education. Re-
trieved from http://www.cisco.com/web/about/citizenship/socio-economic/GEI.html
5  Canadians for 21st Century Learning & Innovation (2012). Shifting Minds: A 21st Cen-
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21st Century Learning Inc., continued from page 12

Wilderness Committee applauds decision 
to scrap proposed Forest Act changes
Dropping key sections from provincial Bill 
8 a victory for people of BC

VANCOUVER – The Wilderness Com-
mittee is wildly celebrating an announce-
ment from Victoria March 12 that proposed 
changes to the BC Forest Act have been 
dropped from a controversial bill. 

The proposed legislative changes, con-
tained in the BC government’s far-reaching 
Bill 8, would have allowed private logging 
companies to “roll over” forest tenures into 
Tree Farm Licences (TFLs), shifting more 
control over public forest lands into private 
hands.

“People all over BC have spoken up 
against these proposed changes, which 
would have meant the mass privatization of 
the province’s public forests,” said Joe Foy, 
national campaign director with the Wilder-
ness Committee. 

“It really goes to show how much peo-
ple value our public forests and don’t want 
to see them fall into corporate hands,” he 
said.

Over the past few weeks, the proposed 
Forest Act changes have sparked a flurry 
of unified opposition amongst First Nations, 
environmentalists, unions, elected officials 
and many individuals. 
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Africa’s Last Colony: Western Sahara 
the camps are separated from 
Morocco and the occupied re-
gion by a 2400 km long Moroc-
can wall planted with five mil-
lion landmines. Burhi said that 
anyone can visit the liberated 
zone and camps to see the 
situation of Western Sahara 
but the Moroccan government 
bans journalists or human 
rights workers from occupied 
Western Sahara.

A Moroccan court recently 
sentenced 24 Saharawi to life 
to 20 years in prison after their 
peaceful protest camp at Gde-
im Izik was destroyed. The mil-
itary trial of these civilian pris-
oners, Amnesty International 
says, did not meet recognized 
international standards. All the 
imprisoned Saharawi say they 
were tortured and sexually 
abused to give forced confes-
sions. 

The governments of Nor-
way, the Netherlands and 
Switzerland have policies 
about Western Sahara; some 
refuse to buy products from 
the occupied countries, sever-

By Theresa Wolfwood

Western Sahara, Africa’s last colony, 
was brutally occupied by Morocco when 
Spain abandoned its colony of 90 years.

In March, Victorians had the opportunity 
to meet and hear Ray Burhi, representa-
tive of the government-in-exile of Western 
Sahara; the ambassador to Canada for Sa-
harawi Arab Democratic Republic (SADR) if 
Canada recognized it as a nation as more 
than 50 other countries do.

 Since it was occupied by the Spanish 
in 1884 and by Morocco in 1975, Western 
Saharans have been fighting for the inde-
pendence of their resource-rich nation. An 
armed struggle with Morocco after its oc-
cupation of most of Western Sahara ended 
in 1991. Almost half the civilian population 
fled from the Moroccan military to refu-
gee camps in Algeria. Promises for refer-
endums have been broken and the world 
either ignores the illegal and unjust situa-
tion or collaborates with Morocco, a well-
supported ally of the US. 

Burhi was a small child when his family 
fled across the desert pursued by the Mo-
roccan airforce dropping napalm and phos-
pohorus bombs on the unarmed refugees. 
Burhi still lives in a camp near Tindouf, Al-
geria.

 Canadian companies have interests 
in Western Sahara’s phosphate deposits. 
These deposits and the potential for other 
minerals and the rich off-shore fishery are 
reasons for Morocco’s occupation. Sas-
katchewan Potash Corporation buys phos-
phates from Morocco mined in Western 
Sahara  by a company wholly owned by the 
Morocco government.

In spite of UN recommendations and 
promises of referendums, Morocco still 
rules Western Sahara. The occupied land 
along the Atlantic coast has received so 
many Moroccan migrants that they now out-
number the Saharawis who are constantly 
subjected to surveillance, harassment and 
detention which may result in torture and 
lengthy jail sentences.

Resolutions #242 and #338 of the UN 
Security Council include statements that 
prohibit permanent settlement of occupied 
lands for domestic or commercial purpos-
es; resolutions that Canada professes to 
respect.

A narrow strip of liberated territory and 

al opposed a European fishing agreement 
with Morocco, others have divested their 
pension funds from companies, including 
Potash Corp, implicated in the occupation. 

When we Canadians buy mineral fertil-
izer for our gardens we are supporting this 
illegal occupation; fertilizers contain phos-
phate from Western Sahara. The Canada 
Pension Plan invests our money in Potash 
Corp and shows no inclination to divest.

 Burhi hopes that Canadians will pres-
sure our government to exclude Western 
Sahara from its Morocco-Canada Free 
Trade Agreement, as the US has.  Burhi 
met with MPs Randall Garrison and Mur-
ray Rankin who promised to raise this is-
sue with Ed Fast, Minister of International 
Trade, and to arrange meetings in Ottawa 
for Burhi with NDP MP Paul Dewar, critic 
for foreign affairs.

Individuals and groups can help; a Vic-
toria Western Sahara solidarity group is be-
ing organized.  

RESOURCES:  http://www.wsrw.org 
and  http://www.arso.org 

ACTIONS:
WRITE: William J. Doyle, President and 

CEO, Potash Corporation of Saskatchewan 
Inc. # 500, 122 - 1st Avenue South, Sas-
katoon, S7K 7G3, SK.  Ask Potash Corp. 
to stop buying phosphates from Western 
Sahara and that Potash Corp. support in-
dependence for Western Sahara so it may 
buy phosphates from their legitimate own-
ers.                                                                       

WRITE:  His Excellency Ban Ki-Moon, 
UN Secretary-General, Room S-3800, Sec-
retariat Building, United Nations, New York, 
NY 10017, USA, on behalf of justice for the 
24 Saharawi prisoners mentioned above. 

Ask the UN to monitor and report on hu-
man rights in occupied Western Sahara, as 
do other UN peacekeeping missions world-
wide that monitor and report on human 
rights violations.

WRITE: Chad Ulansky, President and 
CEO, Metalex Ventures Ltd., 203 - 1634 
Harvey Avenue Kelowna, BC,  V1Y 6G2 
and ask that his company relinquishes 
exploration permits in  Western Sahara, 
granted by Morocco, until the legitimate 
government of the SADR is re-instated.

 WRITE: PRIME MINISTER Stephen 
Harper and Ed Fast, Minister of Internation-
al Trade to ask that the illegally occupied 
region of Western Sahara and its products 
be excluded from the trade agreement with 
Morocco. Copy other politicians.

Vancouver, BC – In February the BC 
Tap Water Alliance began investigating 
logging proposals by BC Timber Sales in 
South Pender Harbour’s water supply, Mc-
Neill Lake, now under the authority of the 
Sunshine Coast Regional District (SCRD).

The Alliance was shocked to discover 
that the BC Liberals altered the status of 
the McNeill Watershed Reserve four years 
ago, in March 2009. It had been demoted 
to a Section 17 Land Act Reserve status, 
which now gives the Ministry of Environ-
ment discretionary power to permit re-
source uses such as timber sales. 

As summarized in the Alliance’s Febru-
ary 27 four-page letter of complaint to Doug 
Konkin, the Deputy Minister of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 
the small community watershed was pro-
tected by way of powerful Crown land leg-
islation since at least 1974. Designation as 
a Section 16 Watershed Reserve under the 
Land Act prohibits Crown land dispositions, 
such as timber sales. 

The Alliance asked that Konkin inter-
vene by preventing the proposed timber 
sales, and has yet to receive a reply from 

the Deputy Minister. Although the timber 
sale agreement was recently awarded, it 
has not yet been signed.

Upon further inquiries, the Alliance was 
astounded to discover that just two months 
before the last provincial election in 2009, 
the BC Liberals had actually altered ALL 
the Section 16 Community Watershed 
Reserves within the administrative bound-
ary of the Ministry of Environment’s Lower 
Mainland or Region, including Chapman 
and Gray Creeks, the SCRD’s main source 
of water supply, where “thinning” was re-
cently permitted in Chapman Creek with no 
prior notice to the SCRD. Apparently, the 
demotions were done without formally no-
tifying dozens of water purveyors to whom 
the Reserves, and the water supplied, were 
dedicated.

These completely unpublicized, whole-
sale demotions appear to have been in 
response to allegations contained in the 
alliance’s book, From Wisdom to Tyranny, 
the history of BC’s community Watershed 
Reserves, sent to three Liberal Party Minis-
ters, Forests Minister Rich Coleman, Envi-
ronment Minister Barry Penner, and Lands 
Minister Pat Bell. The book strongly recom-
mended that government conduct a provin-
cial inquiry into the administrative history 
and mismanagement of the Community 
Watershed Reserves. 

A year later on July 23, 2007, during 
the SCRD’s Board of Health Hearings on 
logging in Chapman Creek, which received 
wide media attention, the Alliance present-
ed detailed information about the SCRD’s 
Chapman Creek Watershed Reserve. In 
July 2007, when SCRD residents filed a 
Court Injunction against Western Forest 
Products logging in the Chapman Reserve, 
the Alliance’s book was entered into Court 

BC Liberals caught demoting protected status 
of community drinking water sources

evidence.
The BC Liberal government’s initial re-

sponse was to repeal Health Act legislation 
in May 2008 (Bill 23, The Public Health 
Act) in order to prevent third order govern-
ments from convening any further Board of 
Health Inquiries. In March 2009, the gov-
ernment also quietly removed the protec-
tion afforded by the Section and 16 Land 
Act Watershed Reserves, following nearly 
two decades of successive governments 
publicly denying their existence and intent.

“The public has no idea what this gov-
ernment secretly did four years ago. It is 
absolutely disgraceful,” noted Will Koop, 
BC Tap Water Alliance Coordinator. “No 
other administration over the last 40 years 
has dared to do what the BC Liberals have 
done.”

“This government should immediately 
reinstate all of BC’s affected Community 
Watershed Reserves as Section 16 Re-
serves under the Land Act and delete all 
industrial tenures as intended, including 
Community Forests, BC Timber Sales and 
other forest tenures that have been wrong-
fully permitted within them,” Koop said. 

“Then the Reserves should be desig-
nated as Section 15 Order-in-Council Re-
serves in favour of water purveyors and the 
communities they serve. It is only fair that 
the “other” 40 percent of British Columbi-
ans have what Greater Victoria and Metro 
Vancouver citizens reclaimed and now 
enjoy – protected watersheds that reliably 
produce clean water. That’s BC’s protection 
legacy.”
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Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats 
were privileged to have hereditary Chief 
Beau Dick speak at their AGM held Satur-
day, February 9. 

The Chief, and his family, which includ-
ed wild salmon activist Alexandra Morton, 
were welcomed to the Tsawout lands by 
Tsawout councillor David Underwood, as 
they passed through the territory on their 
journey to the BC Legislature.

 The Chief told the members that he 
was inspired by Idle No More to fulfil his vi-
sion. The journey of the Chief and his fam-
ily began February 2, 2013 in their home 
in Alert Bay and culminated in a copper 
cutting ceremony on the lawns of the BC 
Legislature on February 10.

Rose Henry was also on hand and she 
spoke of her challenges and success in the 
Supreme Courts over Elections Canada ID 
verification policies.

After an exciting start to the afternoon 
Paul Sam Sr. explained that coppers are 
a symbol of families in some First Nations 
traditions, not unlike a crest. Breaking the 
copper will symbolize the Chief’s severing 
his relationship with the government of the 
day. 

Sam also offered a passionate fram-
ing of the Idle No More movement in the 
Saanich territories. “This is not just an In-
dian thing,” said Sam, explaining that what 
the government of the day is doing to our 
streams, our rivers, and our land will affect 
all Canadians for generations to come.

Randall Garrison, NDP MP for Esqui-
malt-Juan de Fuca spoke about the chal-
lenges of mainstream media’s insistence 
on framing the federal Liberals as the Of-
ficial Opposition and ignoring the NDP. He 

Hereditary Chief Beau Dick and his family speak at SGI AGM
gave as an example a multi-party visit to 
Chief Spence that resulted in media cover-
age of both Green Party leader Elizabeth 
May and Liberal interim leader Bob Rae 
and excluded NDP leader Tom Mulcair’s 
presence all together. 

Garrison also cleared up some anxiety 
members may have had around a recent 
announcement of the Official Opposition 
that they are willing to look at CETA – but 
(and it’s a huge but) it must have some ma-
jor revisions including those that pertain to 
municipal procurement, and pharmaceuti-
cals, to name a couple.

The next task of the membership was 
to say good-bye and thank you to leav-
ing executive members and to vote in 
the 2013/14 executive. Taking a much-
deserved break from executive duties this 
term are Starla Anderson and Edith Loring-
Kuhanga. 

The membership voted in a new presi-
dent, Michele Murphy, and vice-president, 
Marina Holding, and are grateful for contin-
ued commitment from Sheila Hamilton as 
secretary, Josh Easton as treasurer, and 
Jack Greenwell as past president. Return-
ing as members at large are Bill Graham, 
Richard Mills, and Sam Tarasoff and new 
to the executive this year are Claudia Hold-
ing, Allan Colliers, and Michele Haddon. 

“We have an exciting mix of young en-
ergy, wisdom, commitment and passion in 
this new executive. I’m really looking for-
ward to working together to see the New 
Democrats become the governing party of 
Canada in 2015,” says Murphy.

After the AGM closed, the afternoon’s 
focus was on April’s NDP federal policy 
convention in Montreal.  The election of 

delegates for convention was followed 
by a thoughtful discussion and election of 
policy resolutions that will be brought for-
ward at the convention.

Included in the resolutions was one 
that will call upon the party to bring in a 
Mixed Member Proportional represen-

tation voting system in their first year of 
taking office, and another that would see 
that in consultation with the First Nations, 
a minimum of 50% of all public lands be 
protected from industrial development and 
resource extraction.

`-- Michele Murphy 

Activist Rose Henry (centre) greeted hereditary Chief Beau Dick and spoke of her 
chalenges and success in challenging Elections Canada in Supreme Court.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats stand to  welcome Chief Beau Dick and his 
family to their Annual General Meeting.                           Photos by Michele Murphy

By Barry Weisleder

In March, the TV series Border Secu-
rity, which airs on the National Geographic 
Channel, participated in a raid by border 
agents at an East Vancouver construction 
site. 

The Canada Border Services Agency’s 
inland enforcement team arrested eight 
workers from a number of countries for 
alleged immigration offences. The CBSA 
claimed it was looking for one individual 
at the condo development site, and not at-
tempting to sensationalize the situation.

But “documentary” film-making of this 
type, produced by the Vancouver company 
Force Four Entertainment, seems to dove-
tail nicely with the federal government’s ob-
session with intensified security, more pris-
ons, longer jail sentences, stripping some 
dual citizens of their Canadian citizenship 
(Bill C-425), and depriving migrant workers 
of health benefits and civil rights.

Diana Aviles Hernandez, the wife of one 
of the detained men, said her husband was 
working to support their family in Honduras 
and their daughter living with them in Van-

couver. “Our family’s suffering is a private 
matter and should not be broadcast as en-
tertainment.”

After the raid, a petition garnered 
2,600 signatures in 48 hours demanding 
National Geographic ditch the show.

Coincidentally, in Ontario, Students 
Against Migrant Exploitation (SAME), 
which has 10 local chapters, released a 
documentary series, titled “Permanently 
Temporary”, to kick off Migrant Worker 
Awareness Week on March 18.

Migrant workers, from Chinese miners 
and Filipino caregivers to Mexican fruit-
pickers, are brought into the country to 
temporarily fill jobs, often with low pay and 
poor living conditions, and little opportunity 
to apply for permanent residence status.

That, too, is a feature of the neo-liberal 
agenda that increasingly liberates Capital 
and constrains labour.

Harassment of migrant 
workers is Reality...TV
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The clear distinction between MJ and industrial hemp:
A necessary learning curve not yet achieved by the US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA)
By Diane Walsh

The US Drug Enforcement Agency’s 
ability to rely on the Controlled Substance 
Act (defining marijuana as a Schedule 1 
heroin level category drug, and for which 
no clear distinction between hemp and 
marijuana exits), is what allows the DEA to 
obstruct the proliferation of hemp farming 
across the fields of the  United States. 

Industrial hemp is not marijuana. 
And there is no rational reason for not 

wanting to make that distinction known. 
There is no reason, not to define hemp 

in its own right; namely, its farming-utility. 
After all, hemp has a negligible content of 
THC.  

The question we need to ask is why 
is the DEA happy to mix up, confuse and 
misunderstand the differences between 
hemp—for farming for industrial hemp end-
product, and marijuana—the drug.

Could it be, in wittingly not accepting 
the difference between hemp crops and 
marijuana, the progressive efforts that have 
taken place at a state level to advance 
industrial hemp use and farming initiatives, 
have been frustrated and stonewalled. 
Indeed as a political issue this, is, the story 
in the United States.  

One big hemp black-out!
At a federal level, hemp was collapsed 

and combined—erroneously, as one, 
with marijuana. All cannabis became 
criminalized in the 1970’s in the Controlled 
Substance Act’s legal framework. This is 
where it still sits today. 

Hemp bills have been introduced with 
degrees of heightened impetus in both 
the US House of Representatives and US 
Senate including in 2005, 2007, 2009 and 
2011. Most recently, a 2013 bill, based 
out of Kentucky, made what looked like 
progress, but once again this progressive 
hemp bill became a victim of a “law and 
order” committee debate. 

Law enforcement intervenes, and, true 
to pattern, lawmakers, once again, have 
failed to take the hemp dilemma by its 
horns and compel Congress to make the 
rational and logical changes to federal law 
that honours farming of hemp crops for 
industrial and commercial purposes.

The camouflage argument unpacked
The present stitch-up goes something 

like this. Whenever hemp bills gather 
sway and pop up for examination by 
elected representatives in the US, the 
Office of National Drug Control Policy has 
revealed an insidious tendency to deeply 
contaminate public perception of hemp 
as having no possibility for any legitimate 

beneficial economic-revival value, and 
labels hemp a *stalking horse*. 

The federal agency’s position, even 
espoused (even out loud) by former director, 
Barry McCaffrey, is that hemp can be used 
to camouflage marijuana, which has similar 
shape leaves. 

This very negative insinuation says that 
hemp farming is a decoy for the criminal 
drug underground and that it therefore 
follows that any farmer supporting the 
growing of hemp crops must be a secret, 
society destroying criminal. 

With the same leap of faulty logic 
McCaffey’s former office deliberately sought 
to damage patient access campaigns and 
legitimate medically-sought cannabis for 
pain or medicinal purpose. 

Gil Kerlikowske is now President 
Obama’s Director of the Office of National 
Control Policy. The DEA has been told to 
respect states which have voted for medical 
decriminalization laws but, make no mistake 
about it, a demonization culture remains. 

Kerlikowske was a former Seattle Police 
Chief and Washington State, along with 
Colorado, recently voted to legalize the 
personal use of marijuana.  Despite the clear 
“will of the people” in these two progressive 
states, the DEA continues to indicate that 
they will go after and seek prosecution of 
“large-scale growers and distributors”. Are 
we  to assume categorically that they will 
exclude targets in WA or CO? Is the agency 
still keen to send a warning shot just in case 
people get too comfortable with the idea of 
enjoying both legal pot AND legal hemp 
farming to boot? 

The agency has reluctantly had to 
accept the legality of the recreational-user 
rights in key states, but seemingly it has not 
backed down from its War on Drugs ethos. 
It finds itself in a Catch-22. In relation to 
marijuana “busts”, its very funding and 
reason for being could well be under threat. 
Fewer operations need busting, in other 
words. 

So, again, in its willful determination 
to continue fighting the empty, socially 
destructive and forever unsuccessful and 
repugnant War on Drugs, the US federal 
government continues to confuse hemp 
farming with marijuana cultivation. 

Broadly speaking, police continue to 
parrot the DEA’s position that “illicit” growers 
might try to hide marijuana in hemp fields to 
avoid detection. 

Marijuana-purposed plant cultivators, 
who have no desire to get involved with 
interfering with permits for industrial hemp 
farming, strike back at the DEA’s spurious 
argument by stating clearly that there 
is absolutely no commercial benefit in 

combining, marijuana crops with industrial 
hemp crops. The crops require very different 
cultivation approaches and conditions. 
Attempts to combine crops will actually 
disturb each grower’s best commercial and 
industrial interests. 

Cannabis plants grown for marijuana 
tend to be geared for increasing their THC 
value and so, to be able produce buds, 
is the key. On the other hand, and this 
where the DEA learning-curve comes in, 
Cannabis plants that are grown for hemp 
have much lower THC. A negligible amount, 
in fact—nearly nil THC content appears in 
hemp crops.  Hemp crops are often packed 
densely—desirably 35 to 50 plants per 
square foot. Large, tall, stalks are valued 
when farming the plant. Buds are not 
necessary in industrial hemp processing. 

Hemp does contain psychoactive 
cannabinoids.  But levels are very low—so 
low that it is definitely unsmokeable. You 
could smoke your cat’s fur—sure you could 
do it, but why would you? This doesn’t 
seem to matter to the DEA which continues 
to wilfully insist that the connection between 
hemp and marijuana is sufficient enough to 
warrant making it painfully difficult to obtain 
any legal state growing license. 

When times were more enlightened, 
Kentucky provided 94 percent of the 
nation’s industrial hemp, we’re told. During 
World War II the state’s farmers were 
encouraged to “Grow Hemp for Victory”. 
They made their contribution to the war 
effort with the encouragement and support 
of the US federal government undoubtedly 

The 10th Amendment of the US 
Constitution, mentioning state-rights, has 
not proven as useful to hemp activists 
asthe 2nd Amendment has proven useful 
to gun owners, for example. 

When it comes to speaking of states-
rights as they pertain to hemp, federal law, 
in classifying cannabis as a Schedule I 
substance, has perpetually overridden state 
demands for improved bureaucratic rules 
in the DEA permit process in sanctioning 
state hemp licensing. 

So, the DEA continues to drag its 
heels. Why? Simply because it can. The 
United States Supreme Court has ruled 
in Gonzales v. Raich that the federal 
government has a right to regulate and 
criminalize cannabis, even for medical 
purposes. 

In 2009 the Attorney General told federal 
prosecutors to back away from prosecuting 
medical marijuana patients in those states 
with local laws legalizing medical use. 
Equally, has the DEA followed the AG’s 
directive to assist in enabling permits 
for the production of industrial hemp? 

No it hasn’t. Quite the contrary. The DEA 
continues in charge of the advancement, or 
non-advancement, of the industrial hemp 
industry in America. 

Let’s be clear again about the industrial 
hemp plant. You don’t smoke it. You make 
rope, clothing, fuel, and food from it, as 
well as other useful products. And all with a 
carbon-negative foot print. 

With the laws that currently exist in 
the US, growing industrial hemp without a 
permit from the Drug Enforcement Agency 
is futile. No serious-minded hemp farmer 
wants to risk a federal raid. There were 
hopes that 2013 would prove to be the 
year of progress around hemp. To this day, 
no bill has made it out of committee. Law 
enforcement has been able to pressure 
and kill progressive bills. Needing at least a 
10 acre crop commitment to farm hemp (as 
outlined in the Kentucky bill) isn’t making 
things easier either.

Now there is a further twist to this 
generally bad news. Rather perversely, 
the US government has actually agreed to 
allow hemp farms, but only with a permit 
from the Drug Enforcement Agency. The 
DEA is successfully able to tie *the hemp 
question* up in red tape mumbo-jumbo. 
And so, we go round and round. 

Some have theorized that what is really 
going on is that in the end the USDA is 
poised to control the hemp industry. Sort of 
like the *Monsanto*, of hemp. So, while the 
DEA remains in the picture, characterizing 
hemp as a potential “drug”, it’s likely that 
little will change and few, if any, permits will 
be efficiently issued.

The way forward: Ongoing advocacy…
and activists forcing the issue in law. The 
US is a litigious country and that is how 
things move. So, with this in mind, activate 
a new category for farming hemp, hemp 
as a crop for industrial use. Get that out of 
Controlled Substances Act, as a first step. 

A Hemp Industry resource
The Hemp Industries Association 

is based out of California but is forging 
networks out of state and even in Canada. 
It’s a non-profit for sharing information on 
everything hemp. The names to look out 
for are: Shaun Crew, president of Hemp 
Oil Canada; Anndrea Hermann, agrologist 
and hemp farming expert; Eric Steenstra, 
executive director of Vote Hemp; and 
Summer Star Haeske, marketing director 
for EnviroTextiles, a Colorado-based hemp 
textile importer. 

This article first appeared in the Cannabis Digest, 
spring 2013 edition.

Change in direction on tax policy needed to escape budget 
VANCOUVER -- The BC government 

likes to boast that our province has the low-
est personal and corporate income taxes in 
Canada, but a new report says that’s noth-
ing to be proud of.

 “A decade-plus of tax cuts has left us 
in a budget crunch and failed to deliver 
on promised economic benefits, “ says 
Seth Klein, co-author of the study and 
BC Director of the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives. “In recent years, 
BC’s economic performance, business 
investment and job creation have all been 
fairly average in Canada. What BC’s tax 
policies have delivered, however, is a much 
less fair system. Taxes have been shifted 
from corporations to households, and from 
upper-income households to middle and 
modest-income ones.”

 Among the study’s key findings:

•	 If BC collected today the 
same amount in tax revenues as 
a share of the economy (GDP) 
as it did in 2000, we would have 
$3.5 billion more in public funds; 
meaning, no deficit, and the ability 
to invest in enhanced or even new 
public services like early learn-
ing and childcare programs for all 
children.

•	 If BC collected the same 

amount of personal income tax as 
the average for other provinces, 
we’d have an additional $2.4 bil-
lion in revenues. 

The study models a series of possible 
tax reform options that would increase the 
province’s fiscal capacity and spread the 
tax bill more fairly. It focuses primarily on 
personal income taxes, but also consid-
ers changes to property taxes, corporate 
taxes and resource royalties. The options 
presented in the report are not meant to be 
adopted as a whole package, but highlight 
the range of possibilities and the amount of 
new revenues that can be raised.

The modeling shows that if the top 6% 
of British Columbians paid more income 
taxes (via an increase to the current top tax 
bracket and the creation of new brackets 
for income over $150,000 and $200,000), it 
would raise $930 million. This is enough to 
fund, for example, 2,000 units of new social 
housing per year, much-needed increases 
to welfare rates (frozen since 2007) and a 
significant reduction in K-12 class sizes.

 If most other British Columbians paid 
a little more income tax (about the cost of 
a cup of coffee per day), BC could raise up 
to $2.3 billion, and support other priorities 
such as better access to home and 
community care for seniors, and stronger 
environmental protections.

 Other options modeled include:
•	 Continuing $5 annual 

increases in the carbon tax, and 
expanding the tax to capture in-
dustries currently excluded (such 
as gas production), would raise 
$2.2 billion within four years (twice 
what it raises today). This could 
pay for environmental protection 
and climate action initiatives, as 
well as for an enhanced carbon 
credit to make the carbon tax fair. 
The bottom half of BC households 
would be net beneficiaries (receiv-
ing more from the credit than they 
pay in the tax).

•	 Rolling back corporate 
income tax cuts to 2005 levels, re-
ducing overly generous corporate 
tax deductions and ensuring that 
BC is getting a fair return from our 
resources (water and natural gas 
in particular) could raise over $1 
billion – which can pay for green 
industry investments and the es-
tablishment of a Heritage Fund 
for future job-retraining for energy 
workers and alternative energy 
development.  

Today’s study comes on the heels of 
recent opinion research that shows most 
British Columbians are ready to consider 

tax increases. «People are well aware that 
we face a budget crunch,» says co-author 
Iglika Ivanova, economist with the CCPA. 
«They understand that without more reve-
nues, we can’t sustain key services we rely 
on like health care, education — let alone 
address challenges like inequality, poverty, 
climate change, and the affordability crisis 
in housing and childcare.»

 “British Columbians deserve a 
thoughtful and open conversation about 
the need for tax reform,» says Klein. «The 
core questions we need to consider are: 
What programs should we pay for together 
through taxes, and how can we raise the 
money needed in a way that ensures ev-
eryone pays a fair share? We hope this re-
port can help kick-start that conversation.»

 
 Progressive Tax Options for BC: Reform Ideas 
for Raising New Revenues and Enhancing Fair-
ness by Seith Kleine and Sarah Leavitt can be 
downloaded at policylternatives.ca/bc-tax-op-
tions 
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By Susan Boyd and Connie Carter

In this article we argue that the Canadian government led by the Conservative Party, is 
out of step with some global efforts aimed at drug policy reform. 

Researchers note that drug prohibition and international conventions have “worsened 
the human health and wellbeing of drug users by increasing the number of imprisoned 
drug users, discouraging effective counter measures to the spread of HIV and HCV by 
injecting drug users, and creating an environment characterized by discrimination and 
punishment conducive to the violation of drug users’ human rights.”1 

Other jurisdictions, including some US states, are moving away from prohibitionist law 
and order policy, are rejecting mandatory minimum prison sentencing for drug offences, 
and supporting the decriminalization of cannabis and other criminalized drugs. Nations 
such as the Netherlands, Portugal, Mexico, the state of Western Australia, the Czech Re-
public, Spain, Peru, Venezuela, Colombia, and 18 US states and the District of Columbia 
have instituted drug policy reform. Portugal decriminalized the use and possession of all 
illegal drugs in 2001 and the state of Western Australia introduced legislation to decrimi-
nalize cannabis. Neither country has experienced a rise in cannabis use nor has there 
been an increase in drug related violence.2 

In Portugal, decriminalization of use and possession of illegal drugs did not lead to 
major increases in drug use; in fact, the evidence indicates “reductions in problematic use, 
drug-related harms and criminal justice overcrowding.”3 

In the US, in defiance of federal law, 18 states and the District of Columbia have 
programs that allow legal medical marijuana for qualified patients. In November 2012, 
Colorado and Washington voted to become the first two states to legalize the possession 
and sale of cannabis. Adults can legally possess one ounce of cannabis and dispensaries 
are being set up for the sale of the plants. In Colorado adults can grow up to six plants in 
their home for personal use. 

In contrast, in 2012 Canada’s drug laws became harsher when the Safe Streets and 
Communities Act came into effect. The Act creates a complex system of escalating man-
datory minimum penalties determined by the amount of cannabis (or other criminalized 
drugs) seized, the nature of the crime and a list of so-called aggravating factors. In Cana-
da, a mandatory minimum sentence of six months imprisonment is now applied if the num-
ber of marijuana plants produced is more than 5 and less than 201. The Act also increases 
the maximum penalty for the production of cannabis from seven years to 14 years. 

The Safer Streets and Communities Act was enacted even though critics noted that 
Canadian drug laws were already severe, and that a century of drug prohibition has not 
stemmed the consumption of marijuana or other criminalized drugs.  Critics also noted that 
youth and Aboriginal people would disproportionately feel the brunt of the law.

In terms of drug policy reform, Stephen Harper’s revved up war on drugs is out of step 
with international developments.

In 2011 a report, War on Drugs, by the Global Commission on Drug Policy,4 was re-
leased by an international body comprised of significant leaders such as Kofi Annan, 
former Secretary General of the United Nations, Louise Arbour, former UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, Ce´sar Gaviria, former President of Colombia, and Ernesto 
Zedillo, former President of Mexico, and other global leaders. The report states:

The global war on drugs has failed, with devastating consequences for indi-
viduals and societies around the world. . . . fundamental reforms in national and 
global drug control policies are urgently needed. Vast expenditures on criminal-
ization and repressive measures directed at producers, traffickers and consum-
ers of illegal drugs have clearly failed to effectively curtail supply or consumption.

The Committee recommends:
End the criminalization, marginalization and stigmatization of people who use 

drugs but who do no harm to others. Challenge rather than reinforce common 
misconceptions about drug markets, drug use and drug dependence. Encour-
age experimentation by governments with “models of legal regulation of drugs to 
undermine the power of organized crime and safeguard the health and security 
of their citizens.”

On the home front, in 2011, the Canadian Drug Policy Coalition (CDPC) formed to 
serve as an informed and independent national voice on drug policy reform. They advo-
cate adopting a comprehensive health, social and human rights approach to substance 
use and the legal regulation of currently criminalized drugs.

In BC, a number of initiatives assert similar recommendations as CDPC and the Global 
Commission on Drug Policy. In November 2011, four former mayors in Vancouver, BC 
wrote an open letter about the ineffectiveness of marijuana prohibition; they state, “mari-
juana prohibition is – without question – a failed policy.” They declared: “As former mayors 
of the City of Vancouver, we are asking all elected leaders in British Columbia to speak out 
about the ineffectiveness and harms of cannabis prohibition.” 

The mayors assert that “A [legal] regulated market would enable governments to im-
prove community health and safety while at the same time raising millions in tax revenue.”5 

Spurred on by a campaign launched in BC in 2011, Stop the Violence, a number of 
politicians have endorsed the idea that cannabis should be legalized and taxed in order to 
reduce drug trade violence and assure safer communities. 

In February 2012, four former BC Attorney Generals endorsed their campaign and 
called for the legalization of cannabis. Their open letter to BC Premier Christy Clark and 
Opposition Leader NDP Adrian Dix also called for the taxation of cannabis. 

This letter was followed in April 2012, by an open letter by eight current British Colum-
bia mayors, including the mayor of Vancouver, calling on the Liberal provincial govern-
ment to legalize cannabis in an effort to reduce crime associated with the marijuana trade. 
The mayors also sent a letter to BC Premier Christy Clark and opposition party leaders 
advising them to support the regulation and taxation of cannabis. 

In March 2012, Victoria city council voted unanimously to support Stop the Violence 
BC and to end cannabis prohibition and adopt a health-based strategy. In May 2012, Van-
couver city council did the same. 

Following these events cannabis activist Dana Larsen created the Sensible BC cam-
paign to call for the provincial government to pass the Sensible Policing Act. This amend-
ment to the BC Policing Act would delimit police from enforcing the provisions of the CDSA 
that criminalize simple possession of cannabis by adults. 

Sensible BC is also calling upon the federal government to either remove cannabis 
from the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act or to provide BC with a Section 56 exemp-
tion, so that cannabis can be legally taxed and sold to adults.

As of 2012, three Canadian federal parties, the Green Party, Liberal Party and New 
Democratic Party officially support the end of cannabis prohibition and the adoption of a 
strategy that includes taxation and health-based regulation. 

To date, the Bloc Quebecois favours decriminalization of small amounts of cannabis. 
The lone opposition is the Conservative Party of Canada which vehemently opposes the 
legalization and decriminalization of cannabis and all other currently criminalized drugs. 
Instead, they enacted harsh mandatory minimum sentencing and prison time for a host of 
drug offences. This policy is both expensive and proven to be ineffective.

Criminologist and restorative justice advocate, Elizabeth Elliot argued that punishment 
in the criminal justice system has not proven to be effective. She examined the scholarly 
literature and noted that there is no “evidence that punishment effectively deters crime or 
teaches moral values” to lawbreakers.6 Increased rates of incarceration do not decrease 
crime or make our communities safer. 

She also argued that rituals of punishment weaken societies (as history demonstrates 
in relation to totalitarian and fascist states). Elliot argued that societies dominated by hos-
tility may produce “legal justice” but this justice does not produce peace nor safe com-
munities.7 

As the Harper government extends its law and order, fear of crime, mandate, we 
should keep Elizabeth Elliot’s words in mind by challenging harsh drug laws and policy on 
every front: locally, provincially and federally. 

Endnotes:
1  Room, R., & Reuter, P. (2012). How well do international drug conventions protect public 
health. The Lancet, 379, 84-91.
2  Hughes, C., & Stevens, A. (2010). What can we learn from the Portuguese decriminaliza-

tion of illicit drug? British Journal of Criminology, 50, 999-1022.
3  Ibid.
4  The Global Commission on Drug Policy (2011). War on Drugs. Retrieved November 17, 

2011, from http://www.globalcommissionondrugs.org/ 

5  Four former Vancouver mayors call for end to “failed policy” of marijuana prohibition 
(2011, Nov 23). Retrieved January 5, 2012, from The Georgia Straight: http://www.
straight.com/article-546326/vancouver/four-former-vancover-mayors-call-end-failed-poli-
cy-marijuana-prohibition

6  Elliot, E. (2011). Security, with Care: Restorative Justice and Healthy Societies. Halifax: 
Fernwood Publishing, p. 37.

7  Ibid., p. 54.

Susan Boyd, PhD, is a professor in the Faculty of Human and Social Development, at the University of 
Victoria; Connie carter, PhD, is Senior Policy Analyst, Canadian Drug Policy Coalition (www.drugpolicy.
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Drug policy reform: A political imperative

VICTORIA, BC – The 2013 British 
Columbia budget introduced February 19 
shows little movement on climate action 
or environmental protection with regard 
to the oil and gas sector. The Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Op-
erations took a significant hit in the area of 
“resource stewardship” with funding going 
down by a third—from over $100 million 
to approximately $67 million. Additionally, 
the Live Smart Program appears to have 
disappeared. 

“The environment was largely notable 
by its absence in the 2013 BC Budget,” 
said Gwen Barlee, policy director with the 
Wilderness Committee. 

“Here we have a government want-
ing to dramatically ramp up the liquified 
natural gas (LNG) industry as well as the 
natural gas sector, but the numbers today 
show they want to do it on a shoestring 
budget. They promised us world-class en-
vironmental oversight but the reality is that 
we have lax, inadequate and weak envi-
ronmental standards in BC, and today’s 
budget won’t change a thing.”

The government also projected that 
the number of full time government em-
ployees (FTEs) would decrease by four 
percent this year, and by an anticipated 

one percent the year after. Budget docu-
ments no longer provide the FTE numbers 
for each ministry.

“Given the emphasis on expansion in 
the resource extraction sector, the stagna-
tion in environmental monitoring is appall-
ing,” remarked Torrance Coste, Vancouver 
Island Campaigner with the Wilderness 
Committee. “It’s clear from this budget that 
there is no priority in having people on the 
ground to regulate industry.”

The 2013 BC Budget also shows that 
the government is relinquishing its role as a 
leader in tackling climate change. The car-
bon tax, currently at $30 per tonne of CO2, 
will not increase and large industrial emit-
ters such as natural gas processing plants 
continue to be exempt from the tax.

“This government seems to have lost 
its way in terms of taking action on climate 
change,” said Coste. “This is an issue that 
needs to be at the forefront of our politi-
cal discourse, and now the government is 
continuing to shirk responsibility on climate 
despite the overwhelming desire of British 
Columbians that it take action.” 

Given the dramatic weakening of federal 
environmental legislation and the concur-
rent cuts to the budgets of federal regulatory 
agencies, the environmental community in 

2013 provincial budget silent 
on climate and the environment

BC was looking for the 
provincial government 
to step up to the plate 
and increase the Min-
istry of Environment’s 
budget to ensure ad-
equate environmental 
oversight of resource 
extraction industries in 
BC.

Logging in the 
Walbran is causing 
concern for 
environmentists.
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Two views of the late Mrs. T. oka Prime Minister Thatcher

Of Margaret Thatcher, the common goose and volunteering

Saints on the Right, Demons on the Left
By David Olsen

Just as the Lower Island News went to press, came the news on April 8 that ex-British 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher had died.  This event,  just like that of the death of ex-
Alberta Premier Ralph Klein, was a signal for right-wing prime ministers and other neo-
con acolytes to launch themselves into impassioned eulogies which virtually turned Th 
=o took on the powerful self-interested petroleum industry unions, like Margaret Thatcher 
who took on the trade unions in Britain but whose actions literally destroyed coal-mining 
and industrial towns in northern England.

I moved from Canada to Britain to work from 1984 to 1988, during the height of the 
miners’ strike and the wholesale privatization of the entire infrastructure of Britain.  I went 
to work for a subsidiary of British Airways, which was then sold off at a fire-sale price to 
make the BA balance sheet look good for privatization.  Within two years the subsidiary 
company was in terminal decline after years of (state-owned) profitability.  

Within a short period, the essential infrastructure of Britain – electricity, water, rail-
ways, gas, telecommunications, airports, to name but a few had been flogged off for short 
term gain, leading to the famous speech by former Conservative Prime Minister Harold 
MacMillan in which he likened the process to “selling off the family silver”.

Much is made of how all this “saved Britain”; but Thatcherism did not stop with Mar-
garet Thatcher’s fall from power in 1990.  Her Tory successors and then Tony Blair, just 
continued the process.  

And just look at Britain now.  What good has it all done?  The pound is at an all-time 
low; unemployment is through the roof and while some bankers and dodgy fund manag-
ers have become mega-rich, things are just as bad for Britain as the so called bad days 
when Margaret Thatcher came to power.

The electricity industry is owned by the French and Germans, airports by all manner of 
financial groups from Australia, to the Gulf to Spain, the railways by the French and vari-
ous “funds”, water supply the same, while manufacturing industry has been decimated.

Did Margaret Thatcher change Britain?  Yes she did.  Are the changes really for the 
better?  The jury will be out on that for generations to come.

But for heaven’s sake, can’t our politicians and media stop glorifying every right-wing 
political leader as they pass away, while demonizing those on the left?  Thatcher’s idol, 
Ronald Regan fired thousands of US  air traffic controllers when they went on strike and 
their leaders were dragged to prison in chains!  If Hugo Chavez had done such a thing, 
Stephen Harper and the American neo-cons would have been howling for his blood.

Margaret Thatcher’s last years were marred by widowhood, ill-health and dementia 
and as a fellow human being she deserved our sympathy.  But her memory would be bet-
ter served if those doing the eulogizing would remember her as a human being with all 
the attendant strengths and weaknesses, and not as a pseudo saint.

By Tim Pheotist

The law doth punish man or woman
Who steals the goose from off the common
But lets the greater felon loose
Who steals the common from the goose

The law demands that we atone
When we take things we do not own
But leaves the Lords and Ladies fine
Who take the things that are yours and mine

Today, April 8, 2013, came the much anticipated announcement of the death of Marga-
ret Thatcher. By some reckonings Mrs. T. (latterly Baroness Thatcher of Kesteven – truly 
a wanna-be commoner?) died twice – today and on November 28, 1990, when her own 
Tory party fired her. To her supporters her passing is twice too many. For her detractors, 
not nearly enough.

Thatcher’s philosophies have driven today’s practical economic theory to uncharted 
extremes. Of course she was not a trained economist – credit where it’s due, eh? – but as 
a chemist and barrister, what disciplines could be more suited to directing the economy of 
a modern country like Britain – ha ha. 

Unfortunately, as the fates would have it, chemistry and lawyering didn’t prove exactly 
what was needed in post war Blighty. Her policies, and those of her governments, system-
atically destroyed the delicate safety net that prevented most of Britain’s battered popula-
tion from disappearing into an economic black hole of unknowable dimensions.

Thatcher’s legacy in Britain is a permanent population of citizens living rough on the 
streets. 

Her legacy is one of disabled people whose wheelchairs are no longer affordable as 

their disability benefits are cancelled. 
Her legacy is elderly people left in hospital corridors to soak in their own discharge.
Her legacy is the encouragement of violence and prejudice at every opportunity. No 

one ever accused Margaret Thatcher of leaning toward conciliatory approaches to prob-
lems and opposing opinions.

Her legacy is the normalization of personal greed and disregard for those in less for-
tunate circumstances.

Her legacy has been injected in so many ways into that distorted and misused creature 
– The Global Economy.

So let us not imagine that Thatcher’s idea of economic Nirvana is gifted to England, 
alone. Here in modern day Canada we are enjoying the legacy of Mrs. T.

Thatcher’s children sleep on the streets of Vancouver and Victoria. Her more fortunate 
offspring sleep in the feather beds of government ministers in Ottawa. Prime Minister 
Harper sings loudly his distant mentor’s praises. Today Thatcherism is as Canadian as it 
is and was British.

And that is a bad thing.
The bedrock of Thatcherite Conservatism is the exploitation of labour. In advancing 

and sustaining the leverage and value of land, natural resources and accumulated capital, 
today’s global economy relies on reducing the value of work – of human resources, as 
workers have come to be crudely known.

Thatcher confiscated the accumulated working capital of the British Trades Union 
movement, beginning a cycle of poverty and unemployment that has now contaminated 
every developed economy in today’s world.

The demand of every developed nation-state now is for more jobs. For workers, 
skilled/professional/non-professional, to have the opportunity to engage their only capital 
asset – their willingness and ability to work – to earn a living – a living to support those 
dependent on them.

But we need to define jobs and employment more closely. The effective definition of 
jobs must be “properly rewarded jobs” – “fair pay for a fair day’s work”. This was the con-
cept, understood by Britain’s trades unions, and that frightened Thatcher and her govern-
ment, so much.

Now we have rather too readily accepted the idea that a job at any price is a good job. 
It is not. It must be a properly paid job.

The days of unpaid internships must end. The days of zero hours employment con-
tracts must end. The days of unlivable minimum wages must end. The days of pay dis-
crimination based on gender and age must end. The days of pension and benefit cancel-
lation must end.

But while elected governments simply represent business interests enjoying zero pay-
roll costs, little will change – until it is your pay packet that contains a pink slip termination 
notice.

That is the legacy of Thatcher.
Democracy, as ideally practiced, demands one vote per person.
Democracy, in the thrall of unregulated capital interests, generates one vote per dol-

lar. Great if you’re a shareholder. Think how many votes your dollars will buy you. Not too 
many if you’re part of the 99%.

What’s to be done to save the world!!
Margaret Thatcher, and today’s Thatcher clones, are nothing if not transparent. Their 

ideas are easy to spot.
The old adage applies – Follow the Money!!
Corporate accumulation of capital, exported as currency or in the form of national 

natural resources is a clue that bad things are happening!
Solution -- stop capital export by demanding strict corporate regulation and oversight, 

anti-trust enforcement and confiscatory taxes on unreasonable profits and personal earn-
ings.

Corporate and global economies thrive on the excessive use of part-time labour, un-
paid internships, volunteered services in for-profit settings and zero hours contracts. All 
these methods unfairly reduce payroll costs and devalue and steal from all working and 
professional classes. Ultimately it’s a theft from our families and our society.

It’s the theft of the common from the goose.
Solution – don’t provide services for pay that doesn’t match your needs. Don’t take 

jobs that don’t provide proper pay and benefits. Support unions that will negotiate hard for 
proper pay and conditions.

Further solution – use your one person - one vote opportunity, while it still exists, to 
vote for candidates and parties who understand and recognize the shadow of Thatcher, 
and who promise policies that respect and promote human societal needs above those of 
corporate and capital groupings.

Support the combined interests of workers, everywhere and elect governments that 
will respect human rights before corporate profits.

                                       
The protest poems at the beginning of this piece were first composed as protests against English 
17th century enclosure laws. 

 Ottawa—Canada’s economy is expe-
riencing a “carbon bubble” that could have 
significant consequences for Canada’s 
financial markets and pension funds, ac-
cording to a new study released today by 
the Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives.

 Between two-thirds and four-fifths 
of known fossil fuel reserves have been 
deemed to be “unburnable carbon» that 
cannot safely be combusted without lead-
ing to catastrophic climate change.

 “Business-as-usual for the fossil fuel 
industry is incompatible with the need to 
keep the global temperature increase to 
2°C or less,” says CCPA Senior Economist 
Marc Lee. “The recent experience of high-
tech and housing bubbles should serve 
as a stern warning to investors and policy 
makers.”

 The study, by Lee and SFU graduate 

student Brock Ellis, estimates 
Canada’s share of a global carbon 
budget and finds that at least 78% of 
Canada’s proven oil, bitumen, gas, 
and coal reserves, and 89% of proven-
plus-probable reserves would need to 
remain underground.

 This unburnable carbon has im-
plications for the Canadian fossil fuel 
industry, but also for financial markets, 
in particular pension funds that have 
invested in fossil fuel industries as part 
of their portfolios. The Toronto Stock 
Exchange is highly weighted towards 
the fossil fuel sector. At the end of 
2011, the TSX had 405 listed oil and 
gas companies with a total market 
capitalization of over $379 billion.

 The study compares assets and 
liabilities for more than 100 top fossil 
fuel companies in Canada to estimates 

of their “carbon liabilities”—the estimated 
damages from emitting a tonne of carbon. 
For Canadian-listed companies the low 
estimate amounts to $844 billion in carbon 
liabilities—more than two and a half times 
the market capitalization and nearly double 
the assets of those companies. The high 
estimate yields a figure just under $5.7 
trillion, an amount 17 times larger than 
market capitalization and 13 times assets.

 “There has been a general failure 
among pension funds to account for 
climate risk, and a tendency to view any 
screening for environmental purposes to be 
detrimental to financial performance,” says 
Lee. “Our analysis turns this on its head: 
by not accounting for climate risk, large 
amounts of invested capital are vulnerable 
to the carbon bubble.”

 Pension fund managers must take inter-
generational equity into account. While 
pension funds have to generate maximum 

current return value for existing (and 
soon-to-be) pensioners, at the same time 
they must equally represent the interest 
of young workers for their eventual 
retirements.

 Pension funds and other institutional 
investors need to be part of the solution, 
according to the study, which makes 
several recommendations to green 
Canada’s financial markets, including: 
establishing a national carbon budget, 
developing green bonds, and mandating 
carbon stress tests for financing commit-
ments and portfolios.

 “We are in need of a ‘managed 
retreat’ from fossil fuel investments,” 
says Lee.

  
Canada›s Carbon Liabilities: The Implications 
of Stranded Fossil Fuel Assets for Financial 
Markets and Pension Funds is available on 
the CCPA website: http://policyalternatives.ca

Fossil fuel divestment necessary in order to 
avoid “carbon bubble”: study
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By Starla Anderson

Strikers on a picket line singing “Solidarity Forever” or marchers singing “Bread and 
Roses” feel the power of being united with others in a common cause.   Local musicians, 
singers, and songwriters recently met over lunch at Starla Anderson and Peter Brunette’s 
home to have a conversation about how to meaningfully bring more music with a message 
into local political events.  Sharon Hazelwood, Art Farquharson, Patty Castle, Russ Leech, 
and Alan ’O’Dean are passionate about folk music and recognize that political statements 
put to music inspire, console, and inform—while motivating collective activism.

Woody Guthrie was a strong influence on 20th-century singer- songwriters who in-
spired protests against war and social injustice.  Guthrie’s influence is still heard in the mu-
sic of Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan, Phil Ochs, Bruce Springsteen, Arlo Guthrie, Anne Feeney, 
John Mellencamp, Billy Bragg, Jon Brooks, Patti Smith, Painless Parker, and others whose 
lyrics confront capitalism and its intrinsic injustices. 

Painless Parker wrote Damn Right, the Working Class for the Occupy Wall Street 
movement that began on September 17, 2011, in New York City’s Wall Street district:  

Who’s waiiting for the trickle down 
That never seems to come? 
Who tries to stand up for their rights 
And gets told to keep mum? 
Who’ll sing this song from dusk ‘til dawn 
Until you finally get it? 
Damn right, the working class 
And don’t you dare forget it!

Through social media, local folk clubs, and folk festivals, the influence of such political 
singer-songwriters comes home to communities across the continent, including Vancou-
ver Island.  Patty Castle, a Victoria Folk Society executive member, made a Facebook 
request for favorite protest and worker’s rights songs and she received a lot of feedback.  
Janice Cochrane sent a reminder of Anne Feeney’s song that celebrates the successful 
challenge of the Liberal government’s 2002 Bill 29 that laid off and locked out BC Hospital 
Employees’ Union members:   “In June of 2007 the Canadian Supreme Court declared that 
collective bargaining is a basic human right embodied in the Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms.” 

Anne Feeney is a US East Coast activist and singer-songwriter with strong West Coast 
connections.   Here are some lyrics from We Fought Back:

We clearly had no option but to fight
The Court has finally recognized what we knew all along –
Collective bargaining’s a basic human right
It’s cause for celebration now but let us not forget
There are many battles yet that lie before us . . .

Local singer-songwriters like The Raging Grannies also have much to offer to pro-
tests and political events.   Alison Acker writes: “The Raging Grannies movement began in 
Victoria in l987 out of campaigns against war, especially nuclear war.  Our main concerns 
are peace, the environment and social justice. We use well-known tunes as the basis for 
satirical songs to get our points across at street protests and strikes. We’ve closed down 
the BC legislature, challenged warships in our harbors, been arrested at Clayoquot and 
have bothered politicians of all stripes—we choose to be free to criticize or mock anybody 
or any group. We love local musicians like Art Farquharson, who put heart into local ac-
tions, and we have often shared a mike with them at strikes.” 

The Raging Grannies can be contacted with news of rallies and events at: alisonack-
er@shaw.ca

Art Farquharson is a well-known political singer on Vancouver Island: “I’ve never writ-
ten a lot of songs.  I spend most of my time interpreting folk and blues music that speaks 
of social conditions, workplace challenges, women’s issues, peace, justice and the like.  
Because I know a lot of labour anthems  (Solidarity Forever, Union Maid, Internationale, 
Power in the Union) I get asked to play at union functions and marches.  I sang at the 
march in 2003 to attempt to stop the war in Iraq, and I sing at picket lines, protests, ral-
lies, and events such as International Workers Day (May Day) celebrations, the Labour 
Day picnic in both Victoria and Ladysmith, Joseph Mairs Memorial in Ladysmith, Miners 
Memorial Day, and the Day of Mourning for Workers Killed or Injured on the Job (April 28).” 

Art is also known for his production work for the Corporate Golden Piggy Awards that 
takes place in early April.

One of Art’s original songs, It’s Only Getting Better, was written to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of his union, the United Auto Workers—here are a few lines:

We sang of bread and roses, women’s liberation 
We struck for higher wages and worker education 
Our banners unfurled, we’re shaping a better world
Twenty five years ‘til now and it’s only getting better. 

Nineteen eighty four the Big Three came a-callin’ 
The scorpions were raging, “Our profits are a-fallin’. 
You gotta take a rollback, your benefits we’ll have to hack.
Those Yanks bought it all but Bob said we can do better.

Since that time we’ve grown and grown
Mergers and organizing, stone by stone 
Industrial unionism, power for one and all 
Twenty five years ’til now and we still walk tall
Twenty five years ’til now and it’s only getting better . . .

to his song writing and performance:  “How was equality claimed as a right? Whose was 
the sacrifice? Whose was the fight?”  

Nedjo leads sing-alongs at events like the monthly Cafe Simpatico gathering in Fern-
wood sponsored by Victoria’s Central America Support Committee (CASC), and has 
played at NDP and other fundraisers.  He sometimes draws in friends, or his son and 
daughter to perform with him. You can reach Nedjo at 250-386-8632 or at nedjo@island-
net.com.

Oliver (Oli) Swain has shared his music at political rallies and events for two decades, 
and worked extensively with the Earth Walk.  Oliver started an event that ran for a few 
years called the Peace, Earth and Justice Festival—it peaked at a five day multi-disciplin-
ary arts festival in 2003.   He says,  “I think music can be a great element of social activ-
ism.   I am always honoured to be asked to play and believe it is all of our responsibility 
to contribute in any way we can.”   These lyrics are from Oliver’s tune called Old Dreams:

Who would hear freedom sung? 
Who would hear the call of the drum?
Who would hear the call, if not you?
To educate and organize, 
Share the earth the water and the skies, 
Tear down every wall, thought or fence that divides.

Oliver can be contacted at: oliverswain76@gmail.com  or at:  250-858-8661.

Bryan Skinner has been an intermittent force in the Victoria folk scene since the mid-
nineties, beginning with his work in Shillelagh, a busking act he co-founded “to escape the 
tyranny of the griddle and spatula.” 

Since Shillelagh went on hiatus in 2005, Bryan has continued to write songs and play 
his bodhran (Celtic drum) in other groups, notably with Qristina and Quinn Bachand, ap-
pearing on their critically acclaimed album Family.   

Bryan’s performances include traditional as well as original songs about gritty char-
acters,  politics, and Irish pub music. These lyrics are from Flowers for the Rebels who 
Failed:

James Connolly was a rebel and a Union man,
Executed in a chair, too wounded to stand 
The rebels lost, but they fanned freedom’s flames
in a nation bearing 800 years of pain . . .

Beaten, isolated, co-opted, or jailed,
I’ll lay my flowers, for the rebels who failed.

Contact Bryan at:  250-920-7076 or bryanskinner@mac.com

Without a Net, Mary and David Lowther, can be found on the Corporate Golden Piggy 
Awards stage with their original anti-capitalism ballads.   They perform regularly at the 
Victoria Folk Society’s Sunday night Open Stage, and on the stages of most Folk Clubs 
and coffee houses in the lower island.  

Mary’s clarinet and David’s guitar accompany their fun and provocative songs.  During 
his union days, David helped to keep strikers singing on picket lines.  Mary and David can 
be contacted at: without_a_net@shaw.ca

There are many talented political singers-songwriters and musicians on the lower is-
land that can be called upon to perform as an integral part of a political  event—they have 
something to say and singing carries their message differently than speakers can present 
their message.  They will enrich an event if organizers consider a few basic suggestions.  
First off, knowing that event participants need time to network and socialize, build this time 
into the program so that when singers perform, they are more likely to have their audi-
ence’s attention.  

Audiences can be drawn into thinking about the lyrics of a song much more easily if 
they’re asked to sing along.  It’s easy enough for performers to teach a chorus, or if the 
event is in an indoor venue, having lyrics projected onto a screen will encourage participa-
tion.   

Before the event begins, ask the main speakers to participate in singing along with 
everyone else as this sets an expectation.  Having a signer will also make a statement 
that the performers are expected to be given attention.   When there are several speakers, 
three songs will hold an audience’s attention.  

The focus of fundraising concerts and sing-alongs is different—the focus of these 
events is obviously on the music so time will be the main limit on the number of songs that 
will be performed.

When asking performers to take part in a political event, like any other, it’s important to 
articulate your vision and to ask them for their expectations, including whether they would 
like to receive an honorarium—the answer will likely depend upon the circumstances and 
purpose of the event.

If you’re a singer-songwriter who wants to participate in political events like those de-
scribed in this article, send a note to the LIN editor, Dale Young, so we can include you in 
the next article on politics and music: dale_young@telus.net

Starla Anderson,  who wrote this article,  is neither a musician nor song-writer but appreciates both.

Political singer-songwriters inspire, console and inform

The Raging Grannies pictured in early 2012 are, from left to right, back row: Christine An-
derson, Sonya Ignatieff, Sheilarose Richardson, Anne Moon, Alison Acker, Sylvia Kroth and 
Pattti Moss; front row Laura Fisher, Ruth Miller, Clara Halbert, Fran Thoburn, Freda Knott, 
and Inger Kronseth.

You can contact Art Farquharson at afar@telus.net or by phone at 250-384-
6893.             

                    
The RabbleBerries is a much loved local group.  They are described 

on their website as “a quartet of musicians whose wide-ranging repertoire 
includes music for political gatherings and social causes—as well as songs 
of the sea, songs of workers of all kinds, original songs, traditional songs, 
and generally whatever tickles their musical fancy.  

Their sound is full of tasty vocal harmonies and flavorful guitar licks 
spiced up with autoharp, flute, keyboard, banjo, mandola, thumb piano, har-
monica, percussion, and washtub bass.”  

The singers and musicians in the RabbleBerries quartet are Sharon Ha-
zelwood, Karen Gillmore, Alan O’Dean, and Ron Gillmore—they can be 
reached at wy234@victoria.tc.ca

Nedjo Rogers is a songwriter who performs accordion-driven protest 
songs. Whether covering local topics like the labour history behind Craig-
darroch Castle or his tongue in cheek crowd pleaser Bail Out the Rich!, or 
songs from the Latin American protest tradition, Nedjo brings a poetic flair 
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Cowichan Green Community (CGC)  
announced the official launch April 6 of “It’s 
Our Future: The Promise of Tomorrow”, a 
joint Zero Waste Schools Initiative with the 
generous support of Coast Capital Sav-
ings.  

Just over a year ago, CGC contracted 
with the Cowichan Valley Regional District 
(CVRD) to develop a series of educational 
outreach workshops for delivery in grades 
K through 12. Michelle Staples, a long time 
educational outreach facilitator, worked to 
generate workshops that fit into the curricu-
lum and answered the needs identified by 
input from students and teachers.  There 
are now over 24 workshops being deliv-
ered in the schools with more in various 
stages of development. 

It was from one of these workshops 
that the idea for this project was germi-
nated by the green team at Chemainus 
Secondary School. They knew they had 
the understanding of the components of 
zero waste; recycling, composting, and re-
using and were ready to move into action. 
They asked themselves the questions, “If 
we can all do these things at home, why 
can’t our schools be doing them too? And 
what about the businesses in our com-
munities?” From there they looked at the 
CVRD’s Zero Waste Program and set out 
to further change the waste stream in their 
school and community.  

“Coast Capital Savings is committed 
to helping build a richer future for youth in 
our communities,” explains Coast Capital 
Savings’ director of community leader-
ship, Wendy Lachance. “Youth leadership 
is one of the tenants of that commitment. 
The Zero Waste Schools Initiative provides 
youth a valuable opportunity to develop 
those leadership skills while bettering our 
environment. It is a fantastic program that 
is tangibly contributing to rich futures of the 
young people who participate.”

“The simple concept is a student run pi-
lot program that identifies and puts into ac-
tion steps towards achieving zero waste,” 
explains Michelle Staples. “This pilot is 
supported by the Cowichan Valley School 
District, CVRD Bing’s Creek Team, Co-
wichan Valley Energy Alternatives, North 
Cowichan, The Cowichan Recyclists, and 
CGC as well as Coast Capital Savings.  
Facilitators from some of these organiza-
tions will monitor the change in the school’s 
waste, develop a waste stream strategy, 

Duncan achieves carbon neutrality
 Council for the City of Duncan an-

nounced April 8 that the city achieved Car-
bon neutrality for 2012 by investing in 138 
tonnes of Community Carbon Credits in 
a successful pilot with the newly created 
Community Carbon Marketplace (CCM), a 
home-grown community-based alternative 
for emissions offsetting. 

The CCM is an appealing alternative in 
the evolving Carbon market as it functions 
as a “micro-exchange”. CCM is acces-
sible by community-based greenhouse gas 
(GHG) initiatives and local governments, 
and directs offsetting dollars to invest in the 
development of a local low-Carbon green 
economy to balance communities for a 
healthy planet. 

“It is exactly what we were hoping to be 
able to do with our Carbon Neutral Com-
mitment; support local carbon reduction 
initiatives, instead of having those monies 
spent elsewhere,” said Phil Kent, mayor of 
Duncan 

The City of Duncan agreed to par-
ticipate in a pilot as the first municipality 
to balance it GHG emissions through the 
CCM entirely from local GHG reduction ini-
tiatives. These Community Carbon Credits 
were purchased from the emissions reduc-
tions of the Cowichan Bio-Diesel Co-op, 
Vancouver Island Salt Co., Greasecycle 
Inc., Cowichan Recyclists and The Co-
wichan Land Trust listed through the CCM, 
the first online community Carbon market in 
North America. 

Participating organizations responded 
to a call by the city for locally-produced 
Carbon credits and Cowichan Energy Al-
ternatives Society (CEA), acting as quali-

fied third party, then developed a shortlist 
of eligible projects on the CCM for the City 
to choose from. Credits from qualified proj-
ects not selected by the City are still eligible 
for investment following the official public 
launch of the CCM. 

“This Community Carbon Market-
place initiative will provide a foundation to 
help grow the local low-carbon economy, 
generating a multiplier effect with ongo-
ing benefits accruing within the com-
munity. We believe the end result will be 
greener, healthier, more resilient com-
munities,” added Peter de Verteuil, di-
rector of finance for the City of Duncan.

The Community Carbon Marketplace is 
an initiative of Cowichan Energy Alternatives 
(CEA), a community non-profit organiza-
tion. The purpose of CCM is to provide envi-
ronmentally conscious municipalities, busi-
nesses and individuals an easy approach 
to balance their greenhouse gas emissions 
by investing in Community Carbon Cred-
its from locally-based green initiatives. 

The CCM provides an accessible, trans-
parent investment vehicle for contributing to 
the success of green initiatives that have the 
greatest potential for making a difference. 
CCM aims to set an ethical precedent in the 
BC Carbon market that true sustainability 
is about acting locally and thinking globally. 

As Brian Roberts, executive director 
of Cowichan Energy Alternatives Soci-
ety, said, “This is exactly the way I be-
lieve the carbon market should be work-
ing: supporting a paradigm-shift to a 
truly sustainable, globally-minded econ-
omy in a way that increases the viability 
of renewable alternatives at a local level.” 

supply all the necessary bins, leadership 
skill development, social film and media 
strategies, and work with youth teams and 
school administration to support and train 
the youth green team at the school.” 

The youth green team has already pre-
sented their plan to local government and 
school district administrators who are all 
supportive and applaud their vision. They 
are planning to lead workshops in other 
schools, have an online social media site to 
update their progress, and host a commu-
nity education forum in May to engage local 
residents and the business community to 
join their zero waste challenge. 

The project coordinator will be con-
ducting a zero waste audit of the schools 
to identify what schools are already doing 
well and what they need to do even better. 
Private school Queen Margaret School has 
also jumped on board and is working with 
the Zero Waste Team to do their own pri-
vate school pilot. 

The goal? A Zero Waste district by 
2014. 

To learn more about the initiative check out 
CGC’s website at www.cowichangreencommu-
nity.com  or contact michelle@cowichangreen-
community.org and for more information about 
Zero Waste Cowichan check out the CVRD web-
site at www.cvrd.com 

Zero waste in 2014 goal for 
Cowichan schools

BC’s publicly funded legal aid 
is in crisis, underfunded

families and individuals struggling to re-
solve major legal problems in their lives, like 
disputes over the custody of their children 
or their eligibility for disability assistance. 
The price is also high for tax payers. Un-
resolved family and poverty law problems 
affect people’s ability to meet their hous-
ing and subsistence needs, which results 
in increased health and social assistance 
costs. Without legal assistance, many 
people are forced to represent themselves, 
which leads to delays and increased court 
operations costs. Others are unable to as-
sert their rights at all and end up with unjust 
outcomes. If we are not motivated because 
the justice system is a fundamental pillar of 
a fair and equitable society, or by compas-
sion for our fellow human beings, then at 
the very least, long term economic planning 
should be an incentive to adequately fund 
legal aid now.

How do we repair the legal aid system 
in BC? The Canadian Bar Association re-
cently noted that it will take $50 million to 
restore legal aid to its pre-2002 levels. The 
bottom line is that legal aid needs invest-
ment.

The Ministry of Justice’s recent White 
Paper on Justice Reform is nearly silent on 
the issue of legal aid and the role it plays 
in ensuring a fair and accessible justice 
system. The need for poverty law legal 
aid is not mentioned at all. Part Two of the 
White Paper does offer the following com-
mitment with respect to family law services: 
“Government intends to support LSS [the 
organization that administers legal aid in 
BC] to expand the family legal aid services 
it currently provides.” But the timeline for 
the implementation of this commitment is 
“2015 and beyond” and no other details 
have been offered.

Our justice system needs reform, and 
the provision of adequate legal aid is a key 
piece of that puzzle. It is a vital social ser-
vice, necessary for the effective functioning 
of our justice system, which in turn is es-
sential to a fair and equal society founded 
on the rule of law. Failure to ensure that all 
citizens have meaningful access to the jus-
tice system undermines our democracy.

Kasari Govender is executive director of West 
Coast Women’s Legal Education and Action 
Fund, and co-author of Rights Based Legal Aid, 
published by West Coast LEAF and the Cana-
dian Centre for Policy Alternatives’ BC Office. 
Kendra Milne is a social justice lawyer special-
izing in poverty issues, and a research associate 
with the CCPA-BC.

By Kasari Govender and Kendra Milne

 Imagine you are a woman who recently 
left your husband because he was assault-
ing you. Without a lawyer, fighting for the 
custody of your two children requires you 
to cross-examine your ex-husband in court 
about the sexual and physical abuse you 
experienced in your relationship with him. 
Unless your net monthly income is less than 
$2640 per month, you will not qualify for 
publicly funded legal representation. (If you 
are a single person without dependents, the 
financial cut off for representation is even 
lower – less than you would make working 
full time on minimum wage).

 Now picture yourself as a low-income 
renter. You’ve had ongoing difficulties with 
your landlord, but your apartment is safe and 
affordable so you don’t want to move. Then 
you find an eviction notice on your door, but 
you have no idea what it’s for. You dispute 
the eviction, but during your Residential 
Tenancy Branch hearing, the arbitrator and 
your landlord mention documents you have 
never seen. Suddenly the arbitrator says he 
is evicting you on two days’ notice. There is 
no publicly funded legal aid to help you.

These are just two examples of the cur-
rent state of legal aid in BC. They are not 
outliers, but rather situations that people in 
this province face every day. We have seen 
little improvement since funding for legal aid 
was cut by 40% in 2002. BC has gone from 
having 45 legal aid offices throughout the 
province down to two regional centres, along 
with a number of contracted lawyers doing 
legal aid intake and scheduling around the 
province. While Ontario, for example, has 
around 80 legal aid clinics providing advice 
and representation, BC has none. Legal aid 
representation is currently unavailable for 
most family law disputes and all poverty law 
matters such as welfare or housing disputes 
(issues that may involve little money, but 
that significantly impact a person’s ability to 
meet his or her most basic needs).

In 2011 the Public Commission on Le-
gal Aid issued its report “Foundations for 
Change” after considering oral and written 
evidence from stakeholders across the prov-
ince. That report recommends recognizing 
legal aid as an essential public service, just 
like health care and education. To date, the 
provincial government has done little to act 
on the report’s recommendations.

Underfunding legal aid representation 
comes at a high price. The price is high for 

With the sun rising and a local break-
fast sizzling stove-top, passionate sup-
porters of Cowichan Green Community 
(CGC) arrived en mass to CGC’s 3rd an-
nual Donor Breakfast. 

The Donor Breakfast was an oppo-
runity for CGC to share news of past and 
current projects, and to showcase the 
positive impact that donor support has had 
on CGC, and subsequently on the com-
munity. The event was a coming together 
of community members who have a strong 
interest in supporting sustainability and 
food security initiatives in the Cowichan 
Region, and the room was buzzing with 
appreciation for CGC’s efforts and full of 
hope for the future of the local food sys-
tem.

A key event in CGC’s fundraising en-
deavors, the donations received at the Do-
nor Breakfast provides CGC with critical 
funding to help maintain its core programs, 
like the Kinsmen Community Gardens and 
the Wild Food Walking Series. CGC suc-
cessfully reached its fundraising goal for 
this event, and would like to send out a 
HUGE thank-you to all of its donors in the 
community.  

Beverly Suderman, president of the 
CGC Board, has witnessed the growth in 
CGC supporters over the past years, and 
concurrently, the growth in CGC’s capacity 
to empower change in the community. 

“Our 2013 donor breakfast was a great 
event!” said Suderman. “It was very posi-

tive, passionate, and extremely well at-
tended. We are so grateful to the friends 
of CGC, who make it possible for us to 
continue to raise awareness of the food 
security needs in our community, and 
to assist with maintaining essential skill 
sets, like gardening, and canning.”

CGC must know that the way to peo-
ple’s hearts is through delicious food, be-
cause guests were treated to a wonderful 
localvore breakfast. 

“The breakfast was a testament to the 
vibrancy of our local food system. Even 
in winter months, we had an abundance 
of beautiful food, grown in the Cowichan 
Region, donated from 13 farms and busi-
nesses for this event,” said Tessa Stiven, 
a CGC staff member in charge of the 
very well organized kitchen activities. 
CGC would like thank these farmers and 
businesses for helping them make the 
event a success!

Donations from citizens within the 
community will make possible another 
year of CGC projects, programs and 
events. Stay tuned for upcoming events, 
or take a look at CGC’s 2012 Year in Re-
view Video, at www.cowichangreencom-
munity.org.

 If you couldn’t make it to CGC’s Do-
nor Breakfast, but would still like to do-
nate, please contact the CGC office at 
info@cowichangreencommunity.org or 
250-748-8506 for information on how 
you too can support the work of CGC.

Cowichan Green Community celebrates 
3rd Anniversary Donor breakfast

RIDING IN A MATATU, the Perils of Liv-
ing in Kenya and working for the UN, by 
Steve Lonergan, TINYTEMBO PUBLISH-
ING

Professor Lonergan writes well of his 
entertaining time in Kenya.  

It was of particular interest to me as I 
spent time there 50 years ago.  It is much 
changed ... a huge population increase and 
extensive shanty suburbs.  The topless 
beauties are no longer on display and the 
elephants and lions no longer drop into the 
town centre.  

The old Hemingway White Hunter days 
are long gone.  Prince Phillip turned the 
tourists on to photography.  

I found it interesting to read that the ve-
hicles on radio calls have dozens of tourists 
at each lion sighting site.

--Ron MacIsaac
 

Ron reviews:
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Book review by Jim Hackler

Forget the notion that our financial mar-
kets were insulated from the damage done 
by the greed, incompetence and decep-
tions that brought Wall Street to its knees 
in 2008. And forget whatever you’ve long 
believed about Canadian investment be-
ing the secure and trustworthy industry 
you’d bet on with your life savings. Case 
after case proves that Bay Street—and the 
whole Canadian investment business—is 
as fallible, foolish, and prone to corruption 
as any other (from the book jacket).

Canadian criminologists who have stud-
ied corporate crime will not be surprised 
by this book, but the average Canadian 
is unaware that Canada and Bosnia-Her-
zegovina are the only nations of over 100 
that make up the International Organization 
of Securities Commission that do not have 
a national securities regulator. Instead, we 
have largely ineffectual provincial securities 
commissions. 

Investigative journalists are probably 
much more effective than criminologists in 
digging out information on corporate crime. 
Criminologists may be better at statistics, 
surveys and other research methods, but 
journalists uncover important documents, 
hear from insiders who feel guilty, and get 
information from frustrated law enforce-
ment agencies. 

Bruce Livesey is an investigative jour-
nalist and provides detailed information on 
Conrad Black’s criminal behaviour, CIBC’s 
involvement in helping Enron defraud its 
customers, and many other misdeeds of 
financial institutions. He describes how or-

ganized crime, here, in Russia, and else-
where, have found Canada a good place to 
do business. 

Some of those who held stock in Nortel 
assume that its failure had to do with the 
nature of the industry. In fact, the fraudu-
lent practices that diverted much money to 
the top executives contributed to the de-
mise of a company with 100,000 employ-
ees. For example, John Forster, a project 
manager for Nortel in Texas, noted that the 
company was recording revenue for prod-
ucts that, not only hadn’t been built, but 
were not scheduled to be engineered. He 
approached the Securities Exchange Com-
mission and gave them incriminating docu-
ments. He never heard back from them. He 
was told by Nortel, “You better keep quiet 
about that.” 

We have recently read in the Globe and 
Mail that Frank Dunn, Nortel’s former chief 
financial officer, and then CEO, was acquit-
ted of criminal charges. Given the ineffec-
tiveness of our enforcement system, this is 
not surprising. After reading the details in 
this book, I am convinced of what many of 
us have believed for some time: that Dunn 
was one of many who were part of a crimi-
nal and unethical subculture. 

In the last chapters of my introductory 
criminology book, I briefly described a “sub-
culture of power abuse.” Livesey provides a 
detailed description of what I meant. 

YBM Magnex was a Canadian compa-
ny. David Peterson, former premier of On-
tario, was one its directors. However, it was 
controlled by the Russian Mafia. The FBI 
had been observing YBM and warned the 
Ontario Securities Commission about their 

Thieves of Bay Street: How Banks, Brokerages and the Wealthy 
Steal Billions from Canadians, by Bruce Livesey, 2012 

concerns. French officials warned the OSC 
that YBM was “obviously involved in mon-
ey laundering”. In addition, a Toronto Stock 
Exchange official warned the OSC not to 
approve the YBM prospectus. It would be 
“worse than Bre-X.” In spite of these warn-
ings, the OSC allowed the prospectus to 
proceed, claiming that it would have had 
a hard time defending the allegations in a 
court of law. (Is the OSC obliged to allow 
a prospectus to proceed? Is it surprising, 
then, that the OSC did not proceed against 
the Royal Bank, TD, and CIBC when they 
had the knowledge that these three banks 
helped Enron defraud its customers?) 

After the OSC allowed YBM to proceed, 
many brokerage firms recommended the 
stock. After the company failed, the inves-
tors lost, but the financial firms handling the 
investing did well. Even after the OSC is-
sued a cease to trade order, one brokerage 
house earned $400,000 selling $27 million 
worth of YBM in a single day. 

This is frightening—as is the way orga-
nized crime, the Hell’s Angels, etc. use our 
banking system to launder drug money. 

Of course, we assume that OUR per-
sonal financial advisor is OK. Some of us 
may be involved with investing funds for a 
charity, or serve on a board of an organiza-
tion. When we have money to invest, some 
people feel they must go to a “professional”. 
But should we? When we listen to presen-
tations from these “professionals” should 
we assume that they are knowledgeable? 
What training do these professionals re-
ceive? The Canadian Securities Course is 
required—a correspondence course which 
takes, on average, three months. Do you 

need a university degree? No. 12th grade 
is enough. 

There is much more in this book, but 
the larger issue is very troubling. The finan-
cial industry provides crucial services. We 
need the means to store and invest wealth, 
to provide loans to support business, to buy 
homes, to transfer money. Trust is crucial 
in an effective society. Criminologists try 
to explain why some people, some organi-
zations, some societies are more dishon-
est and why others are more ethical. Our 
explanations are not very adequate, al-
though we know that the most damage is 
done by the crooks with money and power.  
When I attended the International Society 
of Criminology meetings in Kobe, Japan, 
the theme was corruption in corporations 
and government. Several American crimi-
nologists were outraged that none of the 
top financial figures who engineered, and 
profited from, the mortgage scandal had 
been prosecuted. While these scholars 
were aware of corporate crime in the US, 
they were unaware of the Canadian scene. 

It is embarrassing when an Italian mag-
istrate, who has been trying to prosecute 
organized criminals for two decades, says 
that criminals love to do business in Can-
ada. 

If you are involved with an organization 
that is doing good works, and that organi-
zation gathers money to carry out these 
tasks, and needs to invest it, you should 
read this book. 

 
Jim Hackler is a retired professor of criminology 
and adjunct professor at the University of Victo-
ria.

Film review by June Ross

Troubled Water, a new documentary 
film produced by Paul Manley of Nanaimo’s 
Manly Media, and partially funded by Van-
couver Island Water Watch, was shown 
across Vancouver Island during the month 
of March,  International Water Month.

Troubled Water examines the threat to 
public water systems and watersheds on 
Vancouver Island. Privatization, public pri-
vate partnerships (P3’s), privately owned 
community watersheds, vulnerable aqui-
fers, ground water contamination and in-
ternational trade agreements all threaten to 
further undermine the safety and security 
of public water systems, public ownership 
and the fundamental human right to access 
clean drinking water.

The types of water sources that are pro-
filed in Troubled Water are representative 
of water systems across North America. 
Unfortunately the threats to these water 
sources are not uncommon across North 
America either. The film also highlights 
some good examples of protecting com-
munity drinking water systems and how 
people can work towards that goal in their 
communities.

The general public has a number of 
basic assumptions about the safety and 
security of public drinking water systems 
and private wells that tap into aquifers, but 
they are generally unaware of the threats 
to the established system and the supply of 
clean, affordable drinking water. Troubled 
Water takes a comprehensive look at the 
threats to the public water systems on Van-
couver Island and provides a source of ma-
terial to draw on to help educate the public 
about these threats while also highlighting 
solutions to protecting this crucial resource 
for future generations.

The issue of our drinking water water-
sheds is of extreme importance given we 
have a provincial election May 14.   The im-
portance has been outlined by a press re-
lease sent out from the Tap Water Alliance 
which states:

“In February 2013, the BC Tap Water Al-
liance began investigating logging propos-
als by BC Timber Sales in South Pender 
Harbour’s water supply, McNeill Lake, now 
under the authority of the Sunshine Coast 

Regional District (SCRD). The Alliance was 
shocked to discover that the BC Liberals al-
tered the status of the McNeill Watershed 
Reserve four years ago in March, 2009. It 
had been demoted to a Section 17 Land Act 
Reserve status that now gives the Ministry 
of Environment discretionary power to per-
mit resource uses such as timber sales.”

As summarized in the Alliance’s Febru-
ary 27 four page letter of complaint to Doug 
Konkin, the Deputy Minister of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations, 
the small community watershed had been 
protected by way of powerful Crown land 
legislation since at least 1974. Designation 
as a Section 16 Watershed Reserve under 
the Land Act prohibits Crown land disposi-
tions, such as timber sales. 

The Alliance asked that Konkin inter-
vene by preventing the proposed timber 
sales, and has yet to receive a reply from 
the Deputy Minister. Although the timber 
sale agreement was recently awarded, it 
has not yet been signed. 

Upon further inquiries, the Alliance was 
astounded to discover that just two months 
before the last provincial election in 2009, 
the BC Liberals had actually altered ALL 
the Section 16 Community Watershed 
Reserves within the administrative bound-
ary of the Ministry of Environment’s Lower 
Mainland or Region, including Chapman 
and Gray Creeks, the SCRD’s main source 
of water supply, where “thinning” was re-
cently permitted in Chapman Creek with no 
prior notice to the SCRD. Apparently, the 
demotions were done without formally noti-

Liberal Party Ministers, Forests Minister 
Rich Coleman, Environment Minister Barry 
Penner, and Lands Minister Pat Bell.

The book strongly recommended that 
government conduct a provincial inquiry 
into the administrative history and misman-
agement of the Community Watershed Re-
serves. 

On July 23, 2007, during the SCRD’s 
Board of Health Hearings on logging in 
Chapman Creek, which received wide me-
dia attention, the Alliance presented de-
tailed information about the SCRD’s Chap-
man Creek Watershed Reserve. In July 
2007, when SCRD residents filed a Court 
Injunction against Western Forest Products 
logging in the Chapman Reserve, the Al-
liance’s book was entered into Court evi-
dence.

The BC Liberal government’s initial re-
sponse was to repeal Health Act legislation 
in May 2008 (Bill 23, The Public Health Act) 
in order to prevent third order governments 
from convening any further Board of Health 
Inquiries. In March 2009, the government 
also quietly removed the protection afforded 
by the Section and 16 Land Act Watershed 
Reserves, following nearly two decades of 
successive governments publicly denying 
their existence and intent.

“The public has no idea what this gov-
ernment secretly did four years ago. It is 
absolutely disgraceful,” notes Will Koop, 
BC Tap Water Alliance Coordinator. “No 
other administration over the last 40 years 
has dared to do what the BC Liberals have 

done.”
“This government should immediately 

reinstate all of BC’s affected Community 
Watershed Reserves as Section 16 Re-
serves under the Land Act and delete all 
industrial tenures as intended, including 
Community Forests, BC Timber Sales and 
other forest tenures that have been wrong-
fully permitted within them. Then the Re-
serves should be designated as Section 
15 Order-in-Council Reserves in favour 
of water purveyors and the communities 
they serve. It is only fair that the ‘other’ 40 
percent of British Columbians have what 
Greater Victoria and Metro Vancouver citi-
zens reclaimed and now enjoy – protected 
watersheds that reliably produce clean wa-
ter. That’s BC’s protection legacy.”

There is a case to be made for every 
citizen of this province to ensure that previ-
ously regulated watersheds are taken back 
to being regulated as they were in 1974. 
We can all do this by lobbying any and all 
political candidates so that they understand 
we will not sit idly by and watch our water-
sheds be deregulated.  Without these regu-
lations in place, our watersheds are under 
severe threat. 

A quote from another film, Bottled Life, 
says it all: “He who controls water, controls 
life.”

For more information go to www.bctwa.org/
PrRel-Mar21-2013-Backgrowww.under.html . 
June Ross is editor of www.vancouveris-
landwaterwatchcoalition.ca

TROUBLED WATER

fying dozens of water 
purveyors to whom 
the Reserves, and 
the water supplied, 
were dedicated.

These completely 
unpublicized, whole-
sale demotions ap-
pear to have been in 
response to allega-
tions contained in 
BC Water Alliance’s 
book, From Wisdom 
to Tyranny, the his-
tory of BC’s commu-
nity tap watershed re-
serves, sent to three 

with support from

Sponsored byAvailable Online
APRIL 22nd  

ManlyMedia.com
Facebook.com/TroubledWaterFilm

A documentary film by Paul Manly
TROUBLED WATER
Do you know whatʼs going on with your water supply?
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Reflections on
 Public Perceptions

of Science
F.D. Manchester

A physicist reflects on science that
 shaped our world and public policy.

  “An important topic- 
now more than ever”
  --Oliver M Brandes

Available at Ivy’s Book Shop 
2188 Oak Bay Ave, Victoria

250-598-2713
ivysbookshop@ivysbookshop.com

Overview by Janet M Eaton, PhD
 
Introduction: 

Father Francisco Van der Hoff Boersma 
or Father Frans, as he is familiarly known, 
is a Dutch worker priest, with PhDs in both 
economics and theology, who has written 
an impassioned, highly informed, insight-
ful and compelling Manifesto of the Poor 
steeped in anti-capitalist social justice con-
victions and 30 years of knowledge and wis-
dom gained in the mountains of the Oaxaca 
region of Mexico working with indigenous 
farmers or campesinos to create a unique 
and successful model of ‘Fair Trade’ 

Although a manifesto can be personal 
or non political in nature the most familiar 
manifestos are political, as for example the 
United States Declaration of Independence 
(1776); The Declaration of the Rights of 
Man during the French Revolution (1789); 
The Communist Manifesto by Karl Marx 
and Frederich Engels (1848); The Regina 
Manifesto (1933) by The Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation;). Political 
manifestos are essentially official declara-
tions created to make public a set of prin-
ciples or values, objectives, perspectives 
and intentions of a political group, or social 
movement. As such they are intended for a 
larger audience as a means of increasing 
awareness, generating dialogue, and en-
gaging the public in its cause. Manifestos 
are not simply descriptive but rather pro-
vide context and a way forward; sometimes 
they are said to create the future. 

Father Frans lays out his case for fair 
trade and solutions from below within a 
framework of critical anti-capitalist analysis 
which shows why and how Capitalism and 
the present global Neoliberal system have 
left millions on the sidelines, especially the 
indigenous peoples of Latin America. He 
discusses the imperative of transformation 
to a better world, via bottom up approaches 
or solutions from below noting the vision, 
character, behaviour, and knowledge of 
the indigenous people that are essential in 
developing his fair trade alternative. While 
he recognizes that globalization has failed 
and calls for “deglobalization” he would 
like to see the globalization of bottom up 
approaches around the world. At the same 
time he insists on the imperative of build-
ing social movements to achieve economic 
transformation. 

Fr Frans grounds his Manifesto in the 
values of the poor campesinos with whom 
he lived and laboured, and whose way of 
life is inspired by ancestral wisdom, love of 
life, resistance, never falling into despair 
and always maintaining hope for a better 
future. They do not think of revolution or 
struggle, he says, but rather of evolution 
of their situation through solidarity which is 
seen as the social essence of humankind 
itself. It is from this fundamental ability to 
survive that the idea of the social solidarity 
economy came about some years ago. 

Based on this idea of the social solidar-
ity economy are the five postulates upon 
which his Fair Trade new economic para-
digm is built: 

1. the economy serves the people and 

Manifesto of the Poor – Solutions Come from Below, 
by Fr. Francisco Van der Hoff Boersma, co-founder of Fair Trade 

not the reverse; 
2. development is measured with peo-

ple and not with objects; 
3. growth and development are two dis-

tinct concepts, 
development, precisely, does not nec-

essarily lead to growth; 
4. no economic process can take place 

outside of what ecosystems provide; and, 
5. the economy is a subset of a larger, 

finite and closed system that is the bio-
sphere. Consequently, infinite growth is an 
impossibility. 

Critique of cataclysmic Capitalism
According to Fr Frans, poverty does not 

fall from the sky but is the result of accumu-
lation of wealth, without boundaries, in rich 
nations. He says: 

The system has created and segre-
gated the poor and kept them in misery. At 
this time, we continue to produce poverty, 
leaving the numerous scapegoat victims at 
the side of the road.. They are indispens-
able for the existence and development [of 
Capitalism]. 

While Globalist forces promise to eradi-
cate poverty they fail to address the reality 
of the poor through charity and international 
aid which are like medicines that get ap-
plied after subjecting them to violence and 
exclusion. Fair trade on the other hand is 
an alternative to poverty and he notes that 
they declined all charity, especially that 
which comes from above, from the wealthy. 
He also suggests that poverty can be ad-
dressed through the democratization of the 
redistribution of profits to ensure a more 
equal distribution between workers, em-
ployers and shareholders. 

He concludes that Capitalism has lost 
all moral horizons, the fallout from which 
has been that humanity has abandoned 
all intelligence, all critical sense, and given 
priority to the religion of the unquestioned 
market: 

The damages caused by this savage or 
unbridled capitalism are incalculable. It is a 
type of cancer. 

While many advocates of economic 
change do so within the existing system 
of global Capitalism, i.e. a reformist ap-
proach, Father Frans adopts a more radi-
cal approach envisioning his version of fair 
trade as an alternative to global capitalism. 
He notes, for example that we must entrust 
ourselves to a different market because of 
the enormous failures of the global market, 
especially from the point of view of the ex-
cluded. 

Fair trade must keep its distance from 
the dominant system; otherwise it will be-
come part of its confinement. 

Beyond his denunciation of poverty, Fa-
ther Frans develops his critique of global 
capitalism by i) exposing two of its dominant 
myths; ii) by noting that the power of politi-
cal elites and corporations has resulted in a 
tragic loss of democracy in the world; iii) by 
identifying the impacts on environment and 
climate change; and finally iv) by reflecting 
upon the failure of political and economic 
elites to accept responsibility for the failures 
of global capitalism or Neoliberalism. 

He also reminds us that Capitalism, far 
from being inherent in humankind, with less 
than a 200 year history, has its own con-
tradictions that no doubt contain the seeds 
of its inevitable dissolution. Among those 
contradictions are what he, and many crit-
ics of Capitalism, have called dominant 
myths – especially the myth of the invisible 
hand, and the self–regulating market and 
the myth of unlimited economic growth. 
That the invisible hand will fix everything is, 
he suggests, an irrational idea especially 
since it depends more on a belief in divine 
providence than on science. Fr Frans uses 
the example of free trade agreements, in 
particular the North American Free Trade 
Agreement [NAFTA], to expose the flawed 
nature of the self-regulating market. By 
demanding the reduction under NAFTA of 
tariffs protecting Mexico’s corn, subsidized 
US corn imports were allowed to destroy 
Mexico’s dominant export market and the 
affordability of their dominant food source 
around which their local economy was built. 

Another myth without any scientific 
foundation that he highlights is the myth of 
unlimited economic growth . 

The idea, commonly accepted and 
shared, that “economic” development is a 
wonderful thing that is drawn from scien-
tific progress and promises eternal growth 
is an absolute myth… the most harmful 
evil that has been unleashed on human-
ity, because in fact, the planet and its re-
sources are finite. … Every day, more and 
more, the planet demonstrates its limits, 
explodes. It cannot take it anymore. 

Father Frans’ Manifesto also reminds 
us that two of the founding fathers of 
Neo-Liberalism, Thomas Hayek and Mil-
ton Friedman were fully aware that they 
didn’t have proper scientific arguments to 
validate the Neoliberal system and indeed 
they apparently stated on various occa-
sions that “we have to trust the system in 
order for it to work!” For Fr. Frans these 
seem like ample reason not to have any 
more faith in this system than any other 

Globalization from below and how to 
accomplish it 

To accomplish the shift to an alter-
nate political and economic model Father 
Frans challenges us to rethink our rather 
simplistic, linear, dog-eat-dog competitive 
practices which deny our common human-
ity and destroy the planet. He urges us in-
stead to examine our mechanistic way of 
thinking and world view that serves to keep 
our collective heads in the sand. He recog-
nizes that we are at the end of one domi-
nant paradigm or system and that we must 
search for a new one built on fair and just 
principles, and a new way of thinking and 
questioning. He quotes Joseph Stiglitz: 

The legacy of this crisis will be a global 
struggle of ideas and dreams to envision 
what might be better for humanity and the 
entire world. 

He is concerned that under the knife 
of ultra-Liberalism, state responsibility is 
more and more limited, and unable to in-
troduce a more social, and fair economy 
and that there is no longer true democracy. 
Therefore a bottom up approach where cit-
izens, NGOs, and social movements take 
things into their own hands, as the indige-
nous people of Oaxaca have done, may be 
the only way for immediately addressing 
the incredible wealth disparity in the world 
today. He notes that the poor of the world, 
so many of whom are indigenous peoples, 
are furious and demanding an economic 
and financial shift 

This means continued reliance on mo-
bilization of peoples for awakening the so-
cial conscience. For him it was Vietnam, 
for later generations it was Battle of Seattle 
and later still, the massive rallies to prevent 
War in Afghanistan and then Iraq. He notes 
how Seattle was an important moment for 
consolidating the anti-globalization move-
ment and international consciousness. For 
Fr Frans it is imperative that Fair Trade as 
a movement continue to merge with other 
movements and NGOs with related goals. 
Above all, he says it is at the grassroots 
level that all these movements must con-
tinue to evolve together to recuperate de-
mocracy, stolen by the elites and the pow-
ers that be. 

But perhaps his most profound insight 
from his lifetime of organizing for change is 
embodied in a slogan he developed for his 
community in Mexico: 

We keep protesting, but at the same 
time keep proposing. 

From his perspective we must rethink 
our world and create new foundations for 
economic systems which leads him to 
briefly review the concept of Gross Na-
tional Happiness which has emerged in 
Bhutan as an alternative to Gross National 
Product [GDP] . He notes that citizens in 
the streets of Copenhagen and around the 
world in general are making constructive 
proposals to governments which, unfor-
tunately, are not listening. Therefore, he 
concludes that popular organizations and 
movements must be an even more con-
crete propositional power. 

Fair Trade a Solution from below 
Father Frans, goes on to outline an al-

ternative future by sharing his knowledge 
of fair trade based on his work with the in-
digenous farmers of Oaxaca. He describes 
when and how fair trade emerged and the 
extent to which it has spread around the 
world today. He lays out the benefits of 
such an economy for the poor indigenous 
campesinos and explores a few other re-
lated models of bottom up economies par-
ticularly in Latin America. 

His concept of “fair trade” as noted is 
that of an alternate economy found in solu-
tions that come from below and that flow 
from a different vision and purpose and 
therefore cannot be perceived as simply 
the introduction of a social dimension into 
the existing world market system. Fair trade 
envisions a market where campesinos can 
i) benefit from the produce they grow with-
out being exploited; ii) can participate in 
the improvement of their environment and 
living conditions for their families; and, iii) 
above all, organize themselves in produc-
tion cooperatives so that the efforts, means 
and benefits are mutual. 

One of the major principles of bottom up 
development is recognizing diversity which 
means that although these alternatives will 
follow similar practices they may well differ 
from one region to the next for indeed as he 
notes distinct traditions compel the inhab-
itants of each country and culture to find 
their own path, a path that is not necessar-
ily exportable. On the contrary the obses-
sion of the global market abuses cultures 
and differences ruining diversity and hence 
resulting in a singular top down imposed 
model of globalization where millions are 
sidelines and exploited. 

Fr Frans describes how the campesi-
nos, being exploited by middlemen [coy-
otes] organized themselves because they 
could not feed their families. They came 
together to form an independent organiza-
tion, the Union of Indigenous Communities 
of the Isthmus Region, UCIRI, to obtain a 
fairer price for their organic coffee produc-
tion. With his help they created their own 
pathways to improvement, self-sufficiency, 
food security and responsibility with re-
spect to the lands received from their an-
cestors. They established cooperatives 
that provided them with an efficient social 
enterprise that allowed them to generate 
real added value to their agricultural prod-
ucts and commercialize them in the region 
where they were produced. They exported 
the surplus, at a mutually-agreed-upon 
minimum price, based on quality and a so-
cial premium always making it higher than 
conventional market prices. This enabled 
them to maintain their customs, culture and 
social way of life, while resisting the threat 
of western individualism. 

He helped the indigenous people of 
Mexico to learn about their rights especially 
the right to organize in cooperatives, and 
how to draw up their contracts to sell their 
organic coffee at a fixed minimum price in 
advance, to ensure a regular income and 
act as a buffer when coffee prices fluctu-
ated. 

To create a market in the north for the 
fair trade coffee Fr. Frans helped also to 
create the first fair trade certification label 
in 1989 in Holland, under the name Max 
Havelaar5, which allowed the develop-
ment of a market that included producers, 
consumers and small businesses. This fair 
trade model took on global dimensions as 
it spread to 56 countries in the South with 
over a million producers and 22 countries 
in the North where consumer markets lay. 
This process permitted the poor to pass 
from the ranks of the excluded to being ac-
tors in an economy that does not exploit 
them. 

Today, their fair trade products of re-
nowned quality are found in coffee shops 
and supermarket stands in all of the west-
ern countries and the entire world knows 
what these campesinos have achieved and 
its significance. 

Thanks to fair trade, the campesinos 
finally have adequate housing as well as 
                       See Manifesto, on page 23
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Calendar of coming events
CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 pm at the CRD 
offices at 625 Fisgard Street in Victoria.

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 

documented his trip with photographs and 
essays at www.kevinneish.ca. Since 1989,  
Neish has volunteered as a human shield 
and human  rights observer in Guatemala, 
El Salvador, Colombia and Palestine in the 
West Bank and now Gaza. He survived the 
Israeli assault  on the Mavi Marmara in May 
2010. 

THE NEXT BC PROVINCIAL ELECTION 
will be held on Tuesday, May 14.

VICTORIA FEDERAL NDP WILL HOLD its 
2013 Annual General Meeting on Sunday, 
June 9, at 2  pm, at Oaklands Community 
Centre, 2827 Belmont Avenue.  All Victoria 
NDP members and supporters are invited 
to attend the AGM, where they will hear 
from new Victoria NDP MP Murray Rankin, 
get a report from the 2013 federal Conven-
tion, and elect a new executive team for 
2013/2014.  Please contact Erik Kaye at 

2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 
are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Tara Ehrcke.
GAZA: AGAINST THE WALL, a public 
presentation and slide show, will take place 
on  Friday, April 26, at 8:00 pm, at Fern-
wood Community Association, 1923 Fern-
wood Road.  Admission by donation. Vic-
toria human rights activist Kevin Neish will 
present a slide show and discussion of his 
recent five week tour of Gaza.  Amidst the 
Israeli forces’ rockets, hijackings, kidnap-
pings, shootings and blackouts, the  Pal-
estinian people of Gaza carry on with their 
lives. In Arabic they are called “sumud”, 
in English it’s “steadfast and unyielding”.  
Neish  volunteered as a human shield and 
human rights observer with farmers  in their 
fields and with fishers at sea, along the Is-
raeli border’s “shoot-to-kill buffer zone”. He 

president@victoriandp.ca or at 250-382-
4370 if you are interested in standing for a 
position on the executive.

A SUMMER SOLSTICE DINNER will be 
held by Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New 
Democrats on Friday, June 21, at Olympic 
View Golf Club, with Member of Parliament 
Randall Garrison. For further information 
and tickets, call president Fred Hiigli at 
250-384-7374.

ESQUIMALT-JUAN DE FUCA NEW DEm-
ocrats will hold their Annual Summmer 
Barbecue on Saturday, July 27, in Metcho-
sin. For further information and tickets, call 
president Fred Hiigli at 250-384-7374.

Review by Theresa Wolfwood

“This book is intended to provide Ca-
nadians and international public opinion 
with tools to help it ask critical questions 
about Canadian activities in the south and 
in Eastern Europe, as well as about the 
role of the Canadian government in rela-
tion to these activities.” 

 This meticulously documented analy-
sis--really an exposé--provides the back-
ground and historical context for Canada’s 
role in supporting the exploitation by min-
ing industries around the world.  What Li-
beria is to shipping companies, Canada is 
for mining companies. We offer the flag of 
convenience to mining companies which 
flock here to enjoy our lax and generous 
mining regulations. The mining industry 
within Canada and those operating out-
side our borders–with little scrutiny or 
monitoring--have consistently had and 
continue to have the political and econom-
ic support of our governments. Seventy-
five percent of mining companies in the 
world are registered in Canada.

As the authors note these companies 
have created an ugly picture of Canada 
to many farmers, indigenous peoples and 
workers as these companies, “are said to 
have contributed in one way or another to 
conflicts that have placed millions of peo-
ple in jeopardy and have led to deaths, 
systemic rape, the forced recruitment of 
child soldiers and legions of refugees.”  

Indeed the Canadian flag is burned in 
many places in anger over the social and 

have access to healthcare, school, earn-
ings and work by the determination and 
sweat of their own brows not by charity. Fair 
trade has the potential to allow people to 
rise from misery and live with dignity as true 
economic actors with a means to gain true 
economic, cultural and political autonomy. 
In this sense fair trade is one of the few 
economic initiatives that has demonstrated 
its validity 

Before concluding his Manifesto, Fr 
Frans returns to the theme of emerging so-
cial and political movements that seek eco-
nomic alternatives from below, in particular 
those in Latin America. He notes that they 
were in solidarity with Subcommandante 
Marcos who championed the Zapatista 
uprising of the mid 90’s, in Mexico. The 
principle demand of zapatismo revolved 
around the will to live like others with the 
same rights, ultimately, the same struggle, 
that he and the campesinos were involved 
in, but by different means. 

He also provides insight into the peace-
ful revolution in Bolivia where a mass 
movement led to the election of Evo Mo-
rales an enlightened indigenous leader. He 
also cites the movement in Venezuela that 
brought Hugo Chavez to power along with 
significant policy reforms. Fr Frans notes 
how all of these revolutions or movements 
were peaceful placing them within the 
broader context of the non-violent tradition 
of Gandhi and the Indian independence. 

He considers that he has provided evi-
dence through the evolution of his fair trade 
model that the social economy exists, and 
that it is time for it to be officially recognized 
as an alternative that challenges the domi-
nant economy. Yes, he says a world with 
more solidarity is possible, supported by 
an ethic of the common good that cares for 
planet earth and humanity as a whole. 

He concludes: 
This is how we advanced from protests 

against an unfair market to a true, concrete 
alternative, the approach of fair trade. To 
resign ourselves to protest alone will be in 
vain, if we don’t have concrete solutions in 
order to change the situation. It is a revo-
lution, but a peaceful one that rests on a 
constructive proposal that challenges the 
system…. 

———————————————
Father Frans’ Manifesto of the Poor was pub-
lished in 2012 by Just Us, Centre for Small 
Farms, 11865 Highway1, Wolfville, Nova Scotia. 
An earlier French Edition was published in 2010. 
To purchase a copy call I-800-668-8436 or check 
out the website for an online order form [this 
function may take awhile to appear] http://www.
justuscoffee.com/node/437.

Janet Eaton’s Blog was posted on March 26, 
2013 at http://beyondcollapse.wordpress.com/ 
by janetmeaton10.

She is a semi-retired independent researcher, 
public educator, writer and political activist.

Manifesto of 
the Poor 
continued from page 22

Imperial Canada Inc. Legal Haven of Choice for 
the World’s Mining Industries,  by Alain Deneault and 

William Sacher, 2012, Talonbooks, Vancouver, Canada

environmental degradation resulting from 
“our” mines. In Guatemala, I am told, never 
admit you are a Canadian – hide that maple 
leaf.

Deneault and Talonbooks publisher 
spoke recently in Victoria, not only about 
the subject matter of this book but also 
about the “libel chill” that strikes anyone 
who writes critically about our mining indus-
try. Corporations have vast financial and le-
gal resources to sue anyone with courage 
to give them bad press and they willingly 

use these (tax-free) resources.
The book goes into Canada’s past 

colonial history, as a colony and a 
colonizer, as Canada became a place 
to exploit and export resources for 
European powers. In the present neo-
colonial era, we continue to be an eco-
nomic colony ruled by NAFTA as we 
act like a colonizer around the world.

Along with Yves Engler’s books, in-
cluding his latest, The Ugly Canadian, 
Imperial Canada Inc. provides us with 
information and analysis to challenge 
our foreign and economic policies and 
actions.

 In the conclusions, the authors call 
on us to face the truth about what is 
really done in our name worldwide and 
at home and to create, support, and 
sustain a public independent network 
that lobbies politicians as it investi-
gates the actions of protected corpo-
rations and raises public awareness 

about mining companies and friendly gov-
ernments, including our own. As citizens 
we have a grave responsibility to challenge 
and change policies and actions that cause 
injustice, conflict, death, injury, fear and so-
cial and environmental destruction at home 
and abroad. 

 Theresa Wolfwood is the director of the Barnard-
Boecker Centre Foundation in Victoria. For more 
of her book reviews see: www.bookreviews.bbcf.
ca

Author, Alain Deneault, at book signing in 
Victoria, Februart 2013 by reviewer

For the past six months a group of six 
Cowichan youths has been transforming 
Kinsmen Park in downtown Duncan into 
an urban farm. To celebrate their hard work 
and thank those who have made this proj-
ect possible, a grand opening ceremony 
was held April 6, 2013 at Kinsmen Park, at 
Alderlea Street in Duncan. 

Cowichan Green Community’s (CGC) 
youth urban farm project officially launched 
mid-November 2012 through a contribution 
agreement from Service Canada’s Skills 
Link Community Service Program which 
provided six Cowichan Region youth, fac-
ing barriers to employment, the opportunity 
to acquire valuable life and employability 
skills training through the creation of an ur-
ban demonstration farm at Kinsmen Park. 

James Lunney, MP for Nanaimo-Alber-
ni commented, “The aim of this program 
is to help youth develop the broad range 
of skills needed to participate in the labour 
market.  Advancing skills development and 
employment opportunities for Youth will 
contribute to empowered individuals, fami-

lies and communities.”
The team to date has transformed just 

over one quarter acre in to growing beds 
and a greenhouse. The vision of this project 
is to create a sustainable social enterprise 
that will train youth, provide increased ac-
cess to local food and educate the commu-
nity on how to grow food sustainably in their 
own backyards

This Grand Opening Ceremony  began 
at 11:00 with Duncan’s very own town crier, 
Ben Buss, followed by a ceremonial fig tree 
planting and tour of the greenhouse and 
gardens. 

For more information, contact Kendall 
or Clark with the Cowichan Green Commu-
nity at 250-748-8506, email kendall@co-
wichangreencommunity.org or go to www.
cowichangreencommunity.org

Grand Opening of Duncan’s 
urban youth farm project held April 6

Ron reviews:’
UNLIKELY LOVE STORIES, by Mike 
McCardell, .HARBOUR PUBLISHERS

 Lots of little stories of love, kind-
ness and unselfishness.  An inspiring 
book 

The author, an ex-crime reporter, 
teaches the readers how to go through 
life with the best of results.

THE ART OF THE IMPOSSIBLE, by G. 
Meggs and R. Mickleburgh, HARBOUR 
PUBLISHING
   This long overdue book sets out the 
establishment of the famed and unique 
BC AGRICULTURAL LAND RESERVE 
by DAVE BARRETT’S short lived govern-
ment and which was defeated,  some 
believe, via the efforts of the powerful 
Fraser Institute. 
    Barrett also set up the BC ambulance 
service and was big one college creation.  
A timely tomb.

                  --Ron MacIsaac
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MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Of-
fice, Bill Routley: MLA, 273 Trunk  
Road, Duncan, BC, or PO Box 599, Duncan, BC, 
V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, toll free 1-877-
715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, email bill.routley.
mla@leg.bc.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100  Ældersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC, V9A 7M8, phone 250-
479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
gan, MLA, 800 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, BC 
V9B 2X7, phone 250-391-2801, email john.hor-
gan.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Saanich South Community Office, Lana Po-
pham, MLA: 4085 Quadr Street, Victoria, BC, v8 
1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, or visit  
website at www.saanichsouth.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email crowder1A@@parl.gc.ca.

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office, Jean 
Crowder, MP, 101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, 
BC, V9L 1P1, email jean@jeancrowder.ca or 
visit her website at www.jeancrowder.ca.

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Of-
fice, Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith 
Place, Victoria, BC, V9A 7M8, open 10 am-4 pm, 
Monday-Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4568. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 1P0, or contact presi-
dent EllenOxman t 250-701-4980 or email her at 
cowichanvalley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats:
Write Box 231, 110-174  Wilson Street, Victoria, 
BC, V9A 7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@
gmail.com.

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Phone presi-
dent John Lewiniski at 250-391-1686 or email 
him at jonalew@hotmail.com.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Keith todd at 250-598-8039 or 
by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
P president Marilyn Callahan.
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
president Darcy Lindberg at darcy.lindberg@
gmail.com, or write PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: 
Contact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@ 
shaw.ca or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admi-
rals Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats: Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371 or email 
her at suecreba@aquarius.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact president Michele Murphy at 250-727-9990 
or by email to  ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.
com or Irene Wright (Gulf Islands) by phone/fax 
at 250-537-5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact president 
Erik Kaye, write to Box 5380, LCD9, Victoria, 
BC, V8R 6S4, or visit their website at www.vic-
toriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
250-978-9325, email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Ecojustice (formerly Sierra Legal): 214-131 
Water Street, Vancouver, BC, V6B 4M3, phone 
1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 
Sharlene Ptterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services, sponsored by 
the Greater Victoria Seniors (OAPO) organiza-
tion, are available on Mondays and Thursdays 
from 9:00 am to noon and 1:00-4:00 pm at the 
Blanshard Community Centre, 901 Kings Road 
(KIng and Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and 
#6 buses on Quadra Street. Service is free, and 
provided by trained volunteers. For further infor-
mation phone 250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.net.; 
Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, Kim 
Manotn, secretary

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, 
BC, V8W 3R9, hone/fax 250-592-8307, email 
centre@vicpeace.ca or visit website at www.vic-
peace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and dis-
cussion — including just about the entire range of 
what passes for the Left in Canada. A few years 
ago we adopted the banner “a magazine for peo-
ple who want to change the world”. That’s still 
a good summary of who we are. Subscriptions 
from $29.99. See http://canadiandimension.com 
for more information.Or contact them by mail at 
Canadian Dimension, 2E-91 Albert Street, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R3B 1G5, or by phone at 204-
957-1519 or oll-ree: 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): Reform-minded focus fcus on 
monetary issues and how they affect our society.
Membership: $50; journal only $30. Contact 
them at 27 Sherbourne Street North, Suite 1, 
Toronto, ON M4W 2T3; tel: 416-924-3964; fax: 
416-466-5827; email: comerpub [at] comer.org.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

The Democrat: Published by the BC NDP, 5367 
Kingsway, Burnaby, BC, V5H 2G1. Subscriptions  
$10 per year.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by most labour organizations and 
other supporters of working people. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Left Coast Events listserve and webpage 
provides a forum  for sharing information about 
upcoming events committed to uncovering vari-
ous dimensions of social and environmental jus-
tice. Anyone can add an event and doing so is 
free for not-for-profit organizing and actions. Visit 
leftcoastevents.org to add an event, for more in-
formation or to subscribe. 

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased at 
Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Infoshop, 
Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and Mun-
ro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and Re-
ceive an email notice when a new issue is online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP socialist 
caucus, is published for each federal and Ontario 
provincial convention. It is written and edited and 
by SC supporters but also includes articles by 
and interviews with progressive activists from 
outside the NDP as well. Download the paper at 
www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

Victoria Street Newz: An independent media 
Dproject, working to end poverty and home-
lessness, sold by low income individuals on the 
streets of Victoria BC Canada, unceded Coast 
Salish Indigenous territory. Street Newz offers a 
reliable alternative to corporate or government 
controlled media. It provides a dignified way for 
low and/or no income people to earn a few ex-
tra bucks and participate in the local economy. It 
publishes research and opinions and photos and 
art from you, the people. 

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.wordpress.com/
is a democratic socialist tabloid newspaper that 
appears as often as possible.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a fo-
cused look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the 
Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices inCanada.

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.

Directory of locations, organizations, publications of interest


