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By Starla Anderson
 MLA Gary Holman brought the NDP to 

victory in Saanich North and the Islands on 
May 14 with a 52-vote lead over the Liberal 
candidate, Stephen Roberts.  

But in a recent phone conversation, 
Holman said that he didn’t allow himself to 
celebrate until May 27—after the absentee 
ballots were counted and his win by 163 
votes was certain:   “I had to put myself in 
the position of expecting the worst.”  

Final vote count in Saanich North 
and the Islands:
Gary Holman, NDP:       10515
Stephen Roberts, Liberal:  10352
Adam Olsen, Green:        10136

Green candidate, Adam Olsen, came 
in 400 votes behind the NDP to claim third 
place. The Greens took votes from both the 
NDP and the Liberals -- their count went 
from 3,300 in 2009 to over 10,000 in the 
recent election.  This tight contest brought 
out 70% of eligible voters, a province-wide 
percentage second only to Oak Bay-Gor-
don Head. 

What brought the victory despite the 
Liberals’ stronghold during the past 22 
years, and the Greens’ surge of support?  
“Hard work,” replied Holman.  “We started 
organizing and fundraising soon after the 
2009 election and we were able to gain the 
support of more volunteers and have more 
funds available early in the campaign.”  

Evidence of this hard work is that 
Holman wore out more than one pair of 
shoes walking with volunteer Irene Wright 
throughout the constituency during the year 
prior to the writ being dropped.  Together 
they knocked on over 5,000 doors.   

Holman says that, “Jessica Van der 
Veen set the standard for working hard—
she put her heart and soul into her Oak 
Bay - Gordon Head campaign and was an 

inspiration.”
Holman also felt that he was able to mo-

tivate many to vote for him during the cam-
paign’s 10 debates because of the strong 
NDP platform, particularly the planks to do 
with improving governance practices.

“We brought a platform to new 
heights—I was the only candidate advo-
cating a platform with policy and spending 
commitments,” he said. He believes that 
voters responded positively to such planks 
as  banning campaign donations from 
corporations and unions, making govern-
ment advertising subject to the scrutiny of 
an independent auditor general to assure 
that informative advertising be non-parti-
san, and reinstating the British Columbia 
Utilities Commission with authority to have 
oversight over all electric power develop-
ment in the province, including the Site C 
dam project and smart meter installation 
which presently don’t have this oversight. 

“I hoped to be an MLA in an NDP gov-
ernment . . . I would trade my win in a heart-
beat for a progressive NDP government in 
British Columbia,” Holman continued. But 
given that despite their electoral mandate 
to continue to govern the province, the Lib-
erals no longer have representation in the 
South Island, he believes that there will be 
opportunities for collaboration with Liberal 
cabinet ministers.  

He also wants to form alliances with 
municipal governing bodies, and local non-
governmental groups such as Islands Trust, 
First Nations bands, and other groups to at-
tempt to influence policy on some issues.  
“They [the Liberal government] might be 
persuaded to do the right thing and this is 
more likely if there are alliances.”

NDP Leader Adrian Dix asked his cau-
cus which ministry each feels strongly 
about and would like to focus on in the ca-

BC NDP Leader Adrian Dix delivered the following statement May 22 following the 
party’s loss in the May 14 provincial election:

Shortly before the election we’ve just had, I met a hearing-impaired young man. 
He stopped me, asked for my notebook and wrote me a note. “Are you going to win?” 

he asked. 
I wrote back: “I think we can, if we work hard.” 
He wrote me back: “You have to win.” And proceeded to write out why it was so 

important to him.
We didn’t win. And “disappointment” doesn’t begin to describe how that feels. 
Disappointment for the people who needed change, like that young man.
Disappointment for what this may mean for our province. 
Disappointment for so many who put their heart and soul into our campaign.
Since May 14th, I have taken some time to reflect, and to consult with my colleagues.
I have spoken to most of our candidates and to many others.
Here are some thoughts:
As leader of the BC NDP, I take full responsibility for this defeat.
Clearly, our campaign was not good enough.
We did not do a good job prosecuting the case against the government, based on 

their record. 
And we did not make a clear enough case to British Columbians about what the con-

sequences would be of re-electing the Liberals.
I don’t believe last week’s results are the end of “positive politics” in BC. 
The answer to the Liberals’ populist right-wing playbook is not to simply adopt it. 
But voters expect opposition leaders, in particular, to hold sitting premiers account-

able for their records. 
You have to define the problem before you can persuade people of the solution. 
I should have done a much better job of this than I did during the campaign.
Second, we did not effectively communicate our platform to voters.
Our party offered a substantive, fully-costed platform that offered real solutions to real 

problems faced by British Columbians. 
I called this the “hard road to victory”—and I still believe politicians owe it to voters to 

tell them honestly what they propose to do if elected.
We committed to a modest and focused agenda. But we put out detailed proposals in 

considerable volume and length in a way that didn’t resonate with enough voters. 
We therefore failed to demonstrate a clear choice between our vision for the econo-

my, the environment and a more caring society, and Premier Clark, her record, her plan 
and her team.

Finally, my announcement about our position on the Kinder Morgan pipeline on Earth 
Day hurt our campaign. 

The way I made it raised a number of process issues that stuck with us. 
I hold to the policy I set out on that pipeline. 
But, plainly, I didn’t handle that issue very well.
On all these points, I take full responsibility. No ifs, ands or buts. 
So what do we do now?
First, we will undertake a comprehensive review of this election, to learn and act on 

the painful lessons it has taught us.
I can assure you this review will spare nothing and no one, least of all me.
This will not be a simple internal review. 
It must give voice to party members, and listen to those from outside our ranks. 
It must address the strategy and tactics we employed in the election. And it must 

examine the fundamental questions of who we are as a party, and our relationship with 
the people of BC.

We therefore need to take an unflinching look at our strengths and weaknesses, and 
what we need to do to improve.

Successful political parties constantly evolve to meet the challenges they face.
And that’s what we must do.
Second, we will prepare for the upcoming legislative session and we will do the job 

we were elected to do. 
The NDP caucus is a strong, experienced team with some remarkable new additions. 
We will hold the government to account.

Statement 
by BC NDP 
Leader
Adrian Dix

Adrian Dix

Please turn to NDP Leader’s Statement, page 2

Hard work brings Holman a 
close win in Saanich North 
and the Islands

Photo by Irene Wright

Holman feels the NDP`s strong platform motivated many to vote for him after they 
heard him speak at one the 10 debates he took part in during the campaign.

        Please turn to Holman’s close win,  
                             page 2
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End the exploitation of the mind in the waters.
Don’t buy a ticket!

Orca Network   (Whidbey Island)   
http://www.orcanetwork.org/

The Orca Project   (Florida)  
http://theorcaproject.wordpress.com/

MarineLand Animal Defense (Niagara) 
http://marinelandanimaldefense.com/

Bring L-pod orca Lolita Tokitae home to the Salish Sea

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats and Friends! 

Welcome to our Supporter Apppreciation Barbecue

Saturday, September 7, 2-5 pm
by the sea on Parry Bay

3837 Duke Road,Metchosin
Directions: Turn off Metchosin Road onto Duke Road - East or West access -

look for the Randall Garrison signs.

Admission by donation (suggested donation $20)
Salads or desserts welcome.

For more information and to RSVP:
Jock Bates 250-478-9735

Jennifer Burgis 250-881-8280
esquimaltjdf@gmail.com

The Liberals committed in this election to balanced budgets, to lower public debt, 
to high levels of job creation, and to protecting services—in particular health care and 
education, and supports for seniors and for children. 

That’s the contract they signed with British Columbians on election day.
And that’s the contract they must honour.
We will hold them to it – with passion. British Columbians will hold them to it.
I will stay on as leader to ensure that our obligations to our members and the public 

are met over the next few months. 
That our review of what went wrong in the election ensures that lessons are learned. 
That the Official Opposition does the job that hundreds of thousands of British Co-

lumbians elected us to do, and that we are organized to hold the government to account.
There are some important meetings ahead for our party: caucus meetings, a pro-

vincial council meeting in June, and a party convention in November that must craft the 
blueprint for renewal. 

As for the long term, the caucus, the party executive and members of the NDP must 
start immediately to map out how we win the next election. 

I will do whatever is required to see that this happens. I will be guided by the discus-
sion and direction given.

I will put the public interest and the long-term success of the BC NDP ahead of any 
personal ambitions. 

For now, together, we fight for shared prosperity, to reduce inequality, for jobs and a 
safe environment. 

Working closely and in concert with our entire team, I will do just that.
I will do what is right for that young hearing-impaired man and the thousands like him 

who were counting on us.
Lastly, I want to say a few words of thanks.
To all the candidates who put their heart and soul into this election.
To all the party members and volunteers who worked so hard and gave up so much 

on the campaign, whether for an individual candidate or for the campaign as a whole.
And to every one of the hundreds of thousands of British Columbians who voted for 

us.
We will carry on.
We will learn and get better.
And we will succeed next time.
Thank you.

NDP Leader’s statement, from page 1

pacity of critic or deputy critic.  Holman has 
taken on several jobs including BC Ferries 
Deputy Critic, working with North Island 
MLA, Claire Trevena, who is BC Ferries 
Critic under the umbrella of the Ministry 
of Transport.  (Gary was on the Saltspring 
Ferry Advisory Committee for six years.) 

He is also Deputy Critic for the Environ-
ment, working with Vancouver-West End 
MLA Spencer Chandra Herbert who has 
taken on the job of Environment Critic  (re-
placing Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Rob Flem-
ing). 

And he has taken on the job of Demo-
cratic Reform Critic:  “We know that people 
are being turned off by the status quo of 
both politics and governance and we have 
to respond to them.”   He believes that 
much of this discontent motivated voters to 
look to the untried Greens as many believe 
that the mainstream parties are tainted -- 
that they’re all the same.

Holman considers himself to be more 
pragmatic than ideological and wants to try 
to deal with issues one at a time and case 
by case.  The NDP party base includes both 
blue-collar workers whose employment is 
most often dependent upon resource de-
velopment, and environmentalists whose 

Holman’s close win, from page 1
focus is on restoring and sustaining the 
planet’s bio-systems.   As an economist, 
Gary recognizes that decisions related to 
both the economy and the environment are 
not easy to reconcile. 

All of these thoughts—and more—are 
on MLA Gary Holman’s mind as he starts 
his work as the representative of the citi-
zens of Saanich North and the Islands in 
the British Columbia Legislature.   He will 
bring leadership within an NDP Opposition 
caucus but at the same time bring attention 
to the concerns of all those he represents, 
whatever their party persuasion.   

MLA Gary Holman is more than ready 
to begin this work.

Starla Anderson is an NDP activist. 
 

VANCOUVER - The Wilderness Com-
mittee, Friends of Clayoquot Sound, and 
Clayoquot Action joined members of the 
Ahousaht and Tla-o-qui-aht First Nations 
and other concerned citizens in Vancouver 
May 29 to peacefully protest planned min-
ing projects in the Clayoquot Sound UNES-
CO Biosphere Reserve. 

Vancouver-based Imperial Metals 
Corporation – the company exploring op-
tions for the Catface (copper) and Fandora 
(gold) mines –held their Annual General 
Meeting at the Terminal City Club May 29.

The proposed Catface and Fandora 
mine sites are in Ahousaht and Tla-o-qui-
aht territories (respectively), and could 
have devastating impacts on water quality, 
ecology, and human health in the region.

“We are here to send Imperial Metals a 
clear message that mining is unacceptable 
in Clayoquot Sound, and that environmen-
tal values and First Nations’ rights and con-
cerns must be respected,” said Torrance 
Coste, Vancouver Island campaigner with 
the Wilderness Committee. 

Clayoquot Action, a newly-formed 
group, has identified mining as one of the 
most serious threats to Clayoquot’s biocul-
tural diversity. Opposing Imperial Metals’ 

proposal is at the heart of their efforts to 
protect the region.

“These mines would damage the land-
scape and present a toxic risk to the salm-
on that feed the old-growth forests – a toxic 
legacy that would endure for centuries,” 
said Dan Lewis of Clayoquot Action.

The proposed mines are also conten-
tious among local First Nations, and mem-
bers of the Ahousaht and Tla-o-qui-aht First 
Nations were at the rally to share their mes-
sages.

“Imperial’s proposed Fandora mine 
would have negative impacts on our Nuu-
chah-nulth ways and our efforts to ensure 
the well-being of our Tla-o-qui-aht people 
and our environment,” said Tla-o-qui-aht 
Councillor Terry Dorward.

The Friends of Clayoquot Sound 
(FOCS), originally formed in the late 1970s 
to fight destructive logging in the region, 
organized a bus from Tofino to bring local 
citizens to the rally.

“We will take any necessary actions to 
keep this destructive and unsustainable 
practice out of Clayoquot Sound. We’ve 
been holding the line since 1979, and we 
will continue to do so,” said FOCS cam-
paigner Emery Hartley.

Activists protest Clayoquot 
Sound mining plans

In response to the final argument sub-
mitted by the province of British Columbia 
May 31 regarding Enbridge’s Northern 
Gateway Project, Dogwood Initiative ex-
ecutive director Will Horter said: 

“I think people on the coast and along 
the Fraser and Skeena rivers can breathe 
a sigh of relief. The government has now 
clearly said that it can’t support Enbridge’s 
Northern Gateway proposal as presented.

“The government’s detailed submission 
clearly concludes that Enbridge hasn’t ade-
quately addressed concerns about oil spills 
and therefore the project is not in BC’s in-
terest. We agree: from the start, First Na-
tions, local governments, British Columbi-
ans from many walks of life and political 
persuasions have argued Enbridge’s pro-
posal is simply not worth the risk.

 “The fight’s not over. Ottawa could still 
attempt to force this unwanted project on 

an unwilling province over B.C.’s objctions, 
but I think many British Columbians would 
not take kindly to that.”

“Ottawa could still grant a certificate 
for Enbridge while relying on promises to 
make the project better after the review, but 
today B.C. has clearly said that a certificate 
should not be granted. Since the public 
process is now over, this would mean any 
changes Enbridge might make to their pro-
posal would presumably be evaluated be-
hind closed doors. After the backlash over 
the HST, we’re not expecting either Ottawa 
or Victoria to make backroom changes to 
their position on such a controversial pro-
posal.

«The premier has made the right call 
today and we hope British Columbians can 
move on to assessing better, less risky pro-
posals for economic, Horter concluded.

Dogwood reacts to Liberals 
Enbridge recommendation

Local governments need a say on national 
energy strategy, says new report

 
      VANCOUVER. – Local governments 
are well positioned to help develop and 
implement energy policy for Canada, says 

a report released May 29 by the Columbia 
Institute.

Canada’s premiers have been holding 

discussions on a national energy strategy 
through the Council of the Federation. Can-
ada’s current approach to energy policy is 
primarily driven by individual provinces, but 
municipalities stand on the front lines fac-
ing rising public sector energy costs, com-
munity energy security questions, and local 
economic and environmental concerns, in 
addition to climate change related strain on 
local infrastructure.

“Through infrastructure adaptation, re-
pairs and related costs, municipalities will 
bear much of the financial brunt of climate 
change, which is linked directly to energy 
use. Municipalities control policy levers cru-
cial to reducing energy consumption and 
increasing renewable energy use and pro-
duction,” said Charley Beresford, executive 
director of the Columbia Institute. “A role for 
municipalities in these discussions makes 
good policy sense.”

Energy infrastructure and regulatory 
processes will be of key interest to local 
governments, says the report. A national 
energy strategy that reduces dependence 
on fossil fuels, and accelerates Canada’s 
prosperity in the developing global clean 
energy economy, will benefit municipali-
ties. Such a strategy would bring certainty 
to policy initiatives for all orders of govern-
ment. Municipalities have needed expertise 
to bring to the table. The Columbia Institute 
is a Canadian public policy institute. 
The full report is available online at: www.civic-
governance.ca/canadian-energy-strategy
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”Thank you for helping to make history.  
As the first NDP MLA for Saanich North 
and the Islands I commit myself to serve 
my community with respect and vigour.”

Gary Holman
Saanich North and the Islands NDP Costituency Association

By Starla Anderson
Mary Ellen Turpel-Lafond, BC’s Repre-

sentative for Children and Youth, was one 
of the “Big Thinking” speakers at the Con-
gress 2013 of the Humanities and Social 
Sciences, held at the University of Victoria 
the first week of June.  

She spoke on the topic of “Listening 
to the marginalized to address inequality” 
on June 3 in the Phillip T. Young Theatre, 
which was filled with conference partici-
pants and members of the public who knew 
that Turpel-Lafond would speak frankly 
and insightfully about the perilous lives of 
children and youth who live in poverty and 
without stable family lives.  They weren’t 
disappointed.

A team of 40 staff across the province 
advocate with Turpel-Lafond for as many 
as 10,000 marginalized youth with “deep 
vulnerabilities”.  She asked,  “How can we 
engage and interact with these children 
one-on-one in a meaningful way?” 

Her suggestion is that all of us who 
have relations with youth have to “get be-
hind” them and encourage them to speak 
for themselves, and then listen to their voic-
es tell us about their lives and what they 
want and need.  It is for all of us who care 
about these children to help them create 
dreams and seek opportunities.

Turpel-Lafond pointed out that the New 
Family Law paradigm has shifted the at-
tention from the parents’ wishes to the chil-
dren’s.   “Nobody owns children anymore; 
parents have responsibilities and children 
have rights.  We need to talk to the children, 
not the parents.”   

She said that we see the world differ-
ently when we up-close see children and 
that those who want power over children 
will not be able to help them—we must lis-
ten to them and not judge them if we want 
to support them.   

Turpel-Ladond’s most hard-hitting 
question was addressed to the scholars in 
the audience:  “Why do the academies pro-
duce teachers, social workers, and medical 
workers who can’t talk to children?”  She 
believes that it is because the wisdom of 
the elders is not brought into the training 
of these professionals and that there is 
too little understanding of the pathway that 
leads youth to become victims.  “What kind 
of society are we that we discard children?”

As a woman of Cree heritage and hav-
ing experienced a challenging childhood 
herself, Turpel-Lafond is particularly con-
cerned about the plight of Aboriginal chil-
dren—more than 50% of children in foster 
care are Aboriginal although these children 
make up much less than 50% of the ethnici-
ties of their age group; in fact  only 4.7% of 
the BC population is Aboriginal.   

She wants to see a First Nations Edu-
cation Act as a start to addressing the inad-
equacy of the provincial curriculum to suc-
cessfully engage Aboriginal children and 
help them to fulfill their potentials.  

She acknowledged that poverty and 
transiency have a negative impact on the 
schooling success of many Aboriginal chil-
dren, and that children from poverty “start 

from behind”.   But she would like to see the 
federal government take responsibility for 
providing quality comprehensive schools 
that will help a much higher percentage of 
these children become successful academ-
ic learners.  

Turpel-Lafond referred to the success-
es of The Gates Foundation that invests in 
the health and education of children around 
the world who would otherwise have few 
opportunities to improve their lives; she be-
lieves that our federal government should 
also be investing in Aboriginal children and 
youth whose futures depend upon it.

Turpel-Lafond called on the academ-
ics in the audience to “Lobby for free uni-
versity tuition for kids in care.”  She spoke 
of the hurdles many of these youth must 
surmount to follow the academic path and 
become professionals: “They can’t see 
themselves at university and they are over-
whelmed with the costs.”  

But she told of one young woman she 
helped to work through these challenges 
and how she was able to acquire corporate 
sponsorship for her university expenses 
once she was ready to begin a post-sec-
ondary education.   

She emphasized that besides funding, 
there needed to be support in place at the 
university to help marginalized youth feel 
comfortable in this learning environment.

Questions and comments from the au-
dience reflected their attentiveness to Tur-
pel-Lafond’s address:

Q. What is the role of intellectual work 
around the issues you’ve described?   
Sometimes the complexities paralyze us.

T-L. Jealously guard against Group 
Think—insist on flexibility in thinking.  Do 
collaborative, cross-cultural research, and 
work across disciplines.

Q. As parent leaders in the public school 
system, how can we best advocate for our 
neighbour’s child?

T-L. The Parents’ Advisory Committees 
(PACs) need to include everyone, includ-
ing Aboriginal parents, and they need to 
support the parents of children with spe-
cial needs.   In the recent North Vancouver 
court case where a reading program was 
cancelled while a Wilderness program was 
kept, the school district was found liable by 
the Supreme Court of Canada for a stu-
dent’s failure to learn to read.

Q. Colleges and small universities do a 
lot to support marginalized students.

T-L. Outreach is vital but it must be 
real—in small communities and colleges, 
it is easier to recognize faces so relation-
ships are easier to develop.

Q. I’ve worked with Aboriginal kids in 
detention who had Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
and weren’t able to do basic math.  What 
can anyone do?

T-L. Brain research is showing neuro-
plasticity of the brain.  Math and reading 
scores don’t change without time, effort, 
and focus.  We have to ask:  Are they fail-

BC’s Representative for Children and Youth is “Big Thinking” 
speaker at Congress 2013 of Humanities and Social Sciences

Mary Ellen Turfel-Lafond at the podium of the Congress 2013 in Victoria.
Photos by Heather Tufts

ing themselves or are 
we failing them?  The 
key is never to have a 
definitive idea of any-
one.  It’s never too late 
for learning.

 Mary Ellen 
Turpel-Lafond, BC’s 
Representative for 
Children and Youth, 
left her audience with 
much “Big Thinking” 
to do as we define a 
niche for ourselves 
where we can relate to 
children and youth and 
listen to them tell us 
what is on their minds.   

Turpel-Lafond left 
us feeling more hope-
ful that the wants and 
needs of all children 
and youth do have a 
chance to be fulfilled if 
the adults in their lives 
give them the support 
they need.

Turfel-Lafond relaxes while she answers questions 
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As others see it

 

Here we go again – four more 
years of minority rule

It would be easy to indulge in post-election hand-wringing, wondering why 
things went horribly wrong on the day.  However, the world moves on, lessons 
will be learned and we should look at what the electorate will get for their votes 
– or in the case of 48% of the electorate, lack them, since  they did not bother 
to vote.  It is a reminder of  our imperfect “democracy” – witness the bizarre 
comment by the BC Liberal candidate in Saanich North & the Islands  that the 
result was “an example of democracy in action”.

Many people would take serious issue with this view.  In Saanich North, it 
was virtually a three way split with two thirds of the votes going to the NDP and 
Green Party and only one third to the BC Liberals.  Yet a couple of hundred 
votes difference could have sent a right-winger to the legislature, quite unrep-
resentative of the majority progressive vote.  Worse yet – 30,000 people who 
turned out to vote in Saanich North & Islands get one MLA for their trouble, 
whereas at least half the constituencies in BC got an MLA for less than 20,000 
votes cast.   Meanwhile, until the voters of Kelowna do as they are told on July 
10, we have a Premier installed by the votes of a few party members.

So what will we get?  So far it seems, nothing to raise spirits or win hearts 
and minds.  Vendors of hard hats will do well – the unelected Premier has 
a penchant for them.  If you have a health problem, it may not be so good.   
Christy Clark praised new deputy health minister Stephen Brown as being “up 
to the task of slowing the annual growth in health spending”.  Not, mark you, 
to determine where, how and why money needs to be spent, or how much is 
needed to provide a decent quality of life for those affected with health prob-
lems, and thus explain to the citizens that this is why taxes are needed.  

Certainly not – instead the Premier then handed out lucrative jobs as 
“Chiefs of Staff” to political favourites and cronies, demonstrating a monu-
mental lack of judgement.  Faced with a firestorm of public anger, she backed 
down on additional pay hikes but not the appointments.  Finance Minister Mike 
de Jong attempted to justify the whole fiasco, saying it meant no extra costs 
for taxpayers.   Really? Try telling that to patients in care, who will be charged 
wheelchair rentals, or Alzheimer’s sufferers who now have to pay a fee every 
six months just to be assessed whether they should have the drugs they need. 

 And that’s just the beginning of this four year journey.  In the June budget 
update the government stated that health spending will be cut to 2.6% growth 
which will “make for a grim summer of healthcare cutbacks and new fees”, 
according to the HEU.  One is reminded of the recent comment by Japanese 
Finance Minister Taro Aso who said that the elderly should be allowed to “hurry 
up and die” to relieve pressure on the state to pay for their medical care. While  
Prime Minister in 2008, Aso (one of the wealthiest man in Japan) described 
“doddering” pensioners as tax burdens who should take better care of their 
health.  

Although we are sure that Premier Clark would disassociate herself from 
Toro Aso’s comments, she too will be old one day and no amount of hard hats 
will protect her from the ravages of time.  

Progressive and active citizens of BC must demand that government look 
at the big picture beyond pipelines and liquefied natural gas (LNG) which the 
Premier believes will be the eternal salvation of BC.  Raise your concerns.  
Ask how it is that in one of the richest places on earth we allow government 
to pretend that only by marginalizing the sick and vulnerable can we survive 
economically.

Talking of gas and pipelines, here’s one price of good news.  The Interna-
tional Energy Agency says renewable energy will be the second largest source 
of electricity (after coal) by 2016, while costs of renewable energy are falling 
below sources such as coal, gas and oil.  Meanwhile, announcing a $16 Billion  
natural gas “investment” (i.e. control) by Malaysian energy giant Petronas, 
Natural Resources Minister Rick Coleman trumpeted (June 11), that the world 
is “dead serious” about BC gas.  “Dead” maybe the operative word and Cole-
man does not seem to have considered whether we in BC might need the gas 
for ourselves one day!  

Beyond BC, things do not look too rosy -- unless you live in Germany where 
Volkswagen is confirmed as the most profitable car maker in the world and 
industrial workers and public service employees have just received pay raises 
rather than cut backs. 

George Orwell must be turning in his grave.  When he wrote 1984 with 
its slogan “Big Brother is watching you”, he may not have realized how pro-
phetic his words would be.  Make no mistake, Newspeak, Double think, the 
Thought Police and Big Brother are with us and affecting our daily lives in a 
myriad insidious ways, whether we realize it or not.  Bradley Manning and Eric 
Snowden, vilified by our current Big Brothers, are in many respects the Win-
ston Smiths of our time.  If you have never read 1984, read it now.  If you did 
so long ago, read it again.  Doublethink is alive and well.  The CIA chief lied to 
Congress about electronic eavesdropping but he’s OK – he keeps Americans 
“safe”. Eric Snowden and Bradley Manning told the truth -- but they are not OK.

Finally, as we witness the frail Nelson Mandela in the twilight of his life we 
remember that he embodied the unquenchable human spirit which can triumph 
against all odds.     -- DJO       

“Should we really let our people starve so we can pay our debts?”
-- Julius Nyrere, first President of Tanzania,  

The Guardian, 21 March 1985

By Jerry West 
The election has been over now for 

some weeks, and the media has been full 
of articles dissecting what happened in an 
attempt to explain what to many came as a 
shocking surprise.

It is easy to see what happened, if not 
why, but generally left unsaid is what prob-
ably will not happen with the Liberals get-
ting another four years in government.

A friend of mine made note of that right 
after the results were in, and I think that it 
puts the whole event in a more accurate 
perspective than merely discussing how 
the election was either won or lost, depend-
ing on one’s point of view.

As my friend Marco wrote, for the next 
four years, there will be:

NO public inquiry into the BC Rail and 
BC Hydro scandals

NO comprehensive public Environmen-
tal-Economic Impact Assessment for major 
resource development projects (pipelines, 
mines, fracking, etc.)

NO restoration and repair to our dam-
aged public health, emergency and educa-
tion systems

NO restoration of curtailed Human 
Rights, Labour Code and Employment 
Standards, and Freedom of Information 
laws

NO serious effort to develop a more 
sustainable, democratic, local community-
based economy and job creation (including 
co-ops, getting away more from oil depen-
dency, etc.)

NO restoration of a fairer dynamic tax 
code based on the ability to pay, not on who 
you know or how well you can blackmail.

NO relief from skyrocketing personal 
debt, lack of retirement security, lack of 
access to skills training, declining air and 
water quality, ever worsening poverty and 
homelessness and chronic high unemploy-
ment

NO electoral or election finance reform 
or efforts to make government bureaucracy 
and crown agencies more accountable to 
the public, including the productive union 
workers who give them reason to exist.

So, how did this happen?  Polling be-
fore the election indicated that the public 
was fed up with the government, and that 
they would be defeated soundly.  It did not 
happen, and the reason that most did not 
see it coming as it did could be because 
the polls were asking the wrong questions 
and the election planners were running with 
misleading data.

There is no guarantee, however, that 
even if the right questions were asked and 
the data was different the opposition would 
have been able to unseat the government.  
It may be that the organization as presently 
constituted cannot win elections because 
they are adverse to running the kind of 
campaign necessary to achieve victory.

The polls are probably telling us what 
people are thinking, but not so much how 
they will vote, or more precisely if they will 

turn their feelings into votes.  The fact is 
that from the middle of their first term on-
ward the public was generally unhappy with 
the government.  The opposition lost three 
elections in a row that were theirs to win 
because they could not turn that dissatis-
faction into votes.

For the last 30 years the province has 
seen a steady decrease in the percentage 
of eligible voters actually casting a ballot, 
with the exception of a minor increase in 
2005.  The 2013 election had a turnout of 
just over 52 percent of registered voters, 
but not all eligible voters even bother to 
register.  The turnout of all eligible voters 
was just over 49 percent.  

The government won re-election with 
just under 22 percent of the vote of those 
estimated to be eligible to vote.  The mes-
sage here being that most voters, though 
unhappy with the government, also do not 
trust the opposition nor the system, and 
don’t bother to participate.

The root of current dissatisfaction might 
lay in the results of the 2001 election where 
after five years of concentrated negative at-
tacks on the NDP government the current 
government won a landslide victory.  Unfor-
tunately for them their campaign was more 
hype than reality, and instead of governing 
with the interests of the province in mind 
they proceeded to rip up social contracts 
and sell off public assets. They dropped in 
the polls.

The reason the opposition has been 
unable to capitalize on this situation may 
have roots in their 2000 leadership contest 
where the populist wing of the party was 
crushed in this rather unsavory event by 
party power brokers.  They lost the 2001 
election which was no surprise, but losing it 
by the margin that they did was.

They continued in control of the party, 
managing to lose two elections with Car-
ole James, and lost more credibility with 
the ham-handed way that they managed 
the uprising against James dating from at 
least the 2009 convention.  Now they have 
lost an election that was more than theirs 
to win, primarily because a majority of the 
people who do vote do not trust them, and 
much of the majority who do not vote, won’t 
because they do not have a good incentive 
to go to the polls.

What will happen in 2017, or possibly 
before, will depend upon whether the gov-
ernment can clean up its act and regain 
popular support (in the 30 polls taken by 
Angus Reid between August 2009 and May 
2013 the government only led or was tied in 
three of them), and whether the opposition 
can clean house and energize the public to 
see them as a credible alternative.

Jerry West is editor and publisher of The Re-
cord in Gold River, BC, where this article first 
appeared and later on the Common Sense 
Canadian website. See http://thecanadian.org/
item/2116-what-happened-in-british-columbia-
election-adrian-dix-christy-clark-politics or http://
tinyurl.com/l3zp9nt

What happened in British Columbia?
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We welcome your  letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, 
and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers.

Please mail them to the Editor, at Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 4E8, email them to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

The DEADLINE to submit material for the next issue is
tentatively Friday, August 30

Friends of the Lower Island News
Once again, we want to acknowledge the kindness  and generosity of our readers, 

who make such a big diference in our ability to  produce this newspaper. Without their 
help, we simply would not have the funds to print and mail it to you.  

As usual, below we gratefuly acknowledge the financial help that the Friends of the 
Lower Island News have provided since the last issue in April: They have generously 
donated a total of $520 to help keep the paper going. 

Donors for the three months from April to June included: 
 Gisele Bentley. in memory of Don Bentley $500    
 Red Hens    $20 
 
    If you like this issue of the LIN , want it to continue to be published and can afford to 
give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send us a cheque, 
whatever amount you can afford. All donations, large and small, will be appreciated.

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indicate 
if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we cannot  take credit card donations, 
or give tax receipts. 

Thank you again.
Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

We are rejoicing that, after all our work 
and his excellent performance as candi-
date, we have our first ever New Democrat, 
Gary Holman, as MLA for Saanich North 
and the Islands.    

We are so proud that the work paid off, 
and we know we can count on him to pro-
vide the quality of work that he did as direc-
tor for Salt Spring to the Capital Regional 
District.  He is a highly motivated politician 
and, quite simply, a good person.  He is the 
second MLA ever to be elected from Salt 
Spring Island; the last died on the job as 
Speaker in 1902.

This helps somewhat in dealing with our 
loss at the provincial level.  We did have 
a good platform.  What we lacked was a 
motivating communications position.  It was 
bad enough that I would like to see a com-
pletely new team dealing with communica-
tions next time (actually, from now on).  It is 
not news to anyone that they failed to point 
out the shortcomings of the Liberal govern-
ment over the past 12 years.  Correctly they 
stayed away from personal attacks, but that 
is a very different matter from showing the 
great harm done by the “Liberals” in almost 
every field of provincial responsibility.

One thing that we learned from Jack 
Layton is the importance of reaching the 
heart as well as the head.  Unfortunately, 
this was not done in this election.  

It is a problem that so much of our en-
ergy goes into dialectics –– cause and ef-
fect, justification, studies and comparisons.  
These are important, but for some seem  
be the “whole enchilada”.  In fact, it is the 
words and actions of leaders such as Jack 
or Tommy that bring heart to our work.  

We must demand of our communica-
tions people and our representatives that 
they use language in a warming way –– 
giving hope, our vision of a better way, that 
everyone really matters.

It is sad that many great potential leg-
islators such as our own Jessica Van der 
Veen were not elected.  Our communica-
tions people and strategists did not provide 
them with the tools to win.  Let them find 
another source of employment!

       Irene Wright
President, Salt Spring Island NDP Club

Isn’t it time to reconsider what the NDP 
is trying to achieve? Is it just trying to win 
elections? Or is the goal to improve society 
through the political process? Is it possible 
to have an important impact without actu-
ally governing? For many years both the 
Federal and the BC parties have been try-
ing to elect enough representatives to the 
Legislature or to Parliament to be effective. 
Being truly effective is different from mak-
ing noise.

You have all heard losing politicians 
say, with regard to those elected, “We will 
keep their feet to the fire.” But that is only 
possible if the elected government feels 
the heat. Unfortunately, the NDP has rarely 
been in a position to start much of a fire. 
Occasionally, it has held the balance of 
power and has been able to make a signifi-
cant contribution.

History provides us with clues as to 
how Socialist movements brought about 
political change. Note: socialism didn’t suc-
ceed; social democracy did. Those social-
ist governments that attempted to control 
everything did not endure. The expression, 
“You have to break eggs to make an om-
elet,” was used by those who convinced 
themselves that they knew more than ev-
eryone else. Enforcing their will on others 
was justified. Actually, good government is 
difficult to achieve. Intelligent disagreement 
is probably necessary, along with mecha-
nisms that lead to compromise.

In contrast to socialist states, social 
democracies created competition among 
progressive and traditional ideas. This led 
to important breakthroughs in social legis-
lation. 

Bismarck was not a socialist, but his in-
troduction of the old age pension, support-
ed by the Kaiser, was an important social 
contribution. Northern Europe is probably 
the best illustration of social democracies 
putting together coalitions of progressive 
thinkers, including socialists, who have of-
ten disagreed. But these coalitions devel-
oped strategies that served society reason-
ably well.

Some socialist movements lost sight 
of the bigger picture. Prior to Margaret 
Thatcher, the coal miners in England pro-
tected themselves, but created an ineffi-
cient industry which ended up hurting many 
other English workers. If England had been 
able to build effective coalitions of 

The message should be getting through 
to the BC NDP that they are not skilled in 
all areas of government. They may be ef-
fective at social programs. Most Canadians 
accept the fact that governments do a bet-
ter job providing day care, public schools, 
libraries, pension plans, health care, etc. It 
is more difficult when a government must 
choose between jobs and the environment. 
How does a province attract business to in-
vest in its province? 

When the NDP governed in BC, they 
had an opportunity to introduce proportional 
representation. They muffed it. This would 
have enabled coalition building. Although 
I feel the NDP can provide better govern-
ment than most conservative governments 
(whatever name they use), I think they con-
tribute more to society by maintaining their 
integrity instead of pandering to voters.

Our Federal NDP suffers from the same 

short term thinking. Mr. Mulcair thinks he 
has a chance to be prime minister. Thus, 
he will help to split the progressive vote, 
as in Calgary, and increase the likelihood 
that the conservatives will again form the 
government. Only after he realizes that his 
ambitions are unrealistic will he give seri-
ous thought to proportional representation 
and the changes needed to create more ef-
fective government. 

It is interesting that the most effective 
leader of the progressives in Parliament is 
Elizabeth May. Unfortunately, NDP leaders 
in BC and in Ottawa seem unable to uti-
lize the assets the Greens could bring to 
provincial and federal government. In the 
meantime the Federal NDP is reduced to 
complaining about a federal minister using 
a diplomat’s residence in London while the 
diplomat is away. Isn’t there any important 
work to be done?

                      Jim Hackler
               Victoria

What now?  

Thoughts on the 
provincial election 
from a Salt Spring 
perspective

Over 80% of Canada’s population is 
governed by female premiers (six out of 
13 premiers). In BC, Liberal (Clark); in Al-
berta, Progressive Conservative (Redford); 
in Quebec, Parti Quebecoi (Marois); Lab-
rador/Newfoundland, Progressive Conser-
vative (Dunderdale), Nunavut, No political 
Party, consensus, (Aarik); and Ontario, Lib-
erals, (Wynne).  

How has female governance made a 
difference? What I see is:

Alberta is implementing cuts to health 
care and education. Environmental issues 
are not discussed except by huge money. 
WHO SUFFERS? WHO BENEFITS?  

 Here in BC, we have a premier who 
is concerned more with her photo ops 
than any real governance. She just shows 
up where an issue has been popularized 
and has another photo taken. She seems 
absolutely lacking in substance and 
character. WHO BENEFITS FROM HER 
SHENANIGANS? The profiteers who 
rely on her self-centredness (see Alberta, 
above).

 Quebec is getting kicked in the pants 
for their racist attitude towards soccer kids 
wearing turbans. What are Pauline Marois› 
political objectives? Old fashioned Quebec 
separatism and maintaining the STATUS 
QUO. Does she intend to alienate people?

 Ontario’s Liberals have passed on a 
“legacy” for, to date, an unelected premier 
to try and bring back the party from the 
brink of disaster. Why did McGuinty run 
away rather than face the music? Will 
Wynne spin it well enough in his place to 
get herself elected? Who is to blame for the 
financial debts being passed over to the 
taxpayers? Apparently not McGuinty! He is 
waiting, I think, for a Liberal government to 
provide him with a Senate seat. Then he 
will be able to live well, as we see on the 
national stage currently. Wynne is not re-
sponsible as it was before her time. Is there 
NO ONE TO ACT RESPONSIBLY?

 Does women’s governance really 
matter? And do we need more women in 
the legislature and parliament? Is this the 

What happened?

answer? Or does political alignment and 
strategy matter more? These token women 
got there by keeping to the (right-oriented) 
party line and the lack of social justice 
progress is disappointing to many of us. 

Many of us worked for years trying to 
bring women’s issues before the public: 
Racism, environmental issues, affordable 
housing, control over reproductive rights, 
stopping violence against women, on-
the-job harassment (especially within the 
Mounties), mental health services, equal 
pay for work of equal value, union rights, af-
fordable housing and childcare, and so on.

 WHAT HAPPENED?
              Carolyn Jerome
                                        Galiano 

Who says federal politics is boring when 
it’s like a classic TV series?

The last week we saw “Perry Mason” 
Thomas Mulcair grill “Colonel Klinck” Ste-
phen Harper -- who persists in  repeating “I 
know nothing”.

Despite all of the main characters in the 
Senategate scandal being personally ap-
pointed by Harper: Senators Duffy, Wallin, 
and Brazeau, and Chief of Staff Wright of 
his Prime Minister’s Office – he ignores that 
all avenues of this growing scandal lead to 
his Office during his watch.

Meanwhile “Fonzy” Justin Trudeau nev-
er has a bad hair day even as he steps in 
every cow pie in the field – with divisive and 
often contradictory statements often in the 
form of dramatic exaggeration.

While the Conservatives profess to want 
to “reform” a Senate they have packed, and 
Justin is delighted that the current Senate 
has 24 Quebec Senators while BC and 
Alberta have only six each, only Thomas 
Mulcair is on point as he argues that the 
Senate should be abolished.

This action would save taxpayers $91 
million annually and rid 21st Century Cana-
da of an anachronistic triple-U Senate: Un-
elected, Unaccountable and Undemocratic 
that was originally created to assure that 
the political-economic  elites would limit the 
powers of the people’s House of Commons.

            Ron Faris
                Victoria 

Occupy Movement 
has made us all 
aware of the wealth 
gap with the 1%ers.

It has always bothered me how the 
elites have manipulated us by imposing two 
corporate sponsored political parties and 
third parties on us in a context where they 
control the mass media which influences/
constrains our thinking.

It always seemed logical to me that we 

should have our own People’s Government 
which the NDP never seemed to be able to 
achieve.

With the popularization of the concept 
of the 1%ers and the 99%ers, the possibili-
ties of forming a People’s Government has 
increased significantly.  The logic is now so 
obvious.

We need an organizing movement to 
achieve our People’s Government.  The 
Occupy Movement could fulfil this require-
ment if it became a political force.

This Movement popularized the con-
cept of the 1%ers and 99%ers, referring to 
the accelerating wealth gap between the 
super rich and We the People.

This mal-distribution of wealth is a 
symptom which the Occupy Movement 
could reverse if it became a political move-
ment of We the People.  In a democracy, 
where every citizen has a vote, the natural 
outcome of these overwhelming numbers 
is a People’s Government which legislates 
in the interests of We the People, We the 
99%ers.

The Occupy Movement could help to 
rally and consolidate the potential political 
power of We the 99%ers.  It could do so 
by helping We the People to define what 
We would like our government to do for us.  
This could generate an identity and solidar-
ity among We the 99%ers in the process of 
developing a grass roots movement to de-
fine our wants, aspirations and fears.  Once 
We have defined what We the People want 
from government, the natural momentum 
will make these wants the basis for political 
action.

We the People in Canada need the Oc-
cupy Movement to help us become a po-
litical force represented by our numbers.  
Similarly, We the Peoples of the world need 
the Occupy Movement to help the 99%ers 
in each country define what they need from 
government and use these unifying ‘wants’ 
to get them fulfilled by a People’s Govern-
ment.  

Social and economic justice can prevail.
    Gerry Masuda
                Duncan

Boring? Not federal 
politics these days!

For more Letters to the Editor, 
please turn to page 6.
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Bill Hartley Insurance Services
“Providing peace of mind since 1950”

• Special Hobby Farm Packages 
• Home • Auto • Commercial 
• Travel • Marine • RRSPs 
• Life • Mortgage Cancellation

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 www.hartleyinsurance.com
Phone 250-388-5014 • Fax 250-388-4277  Email info@hartleyinsurance.com

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and
college/university essay writing.

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca 

Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at 

olsendj@shaw.ca

Martinez 
Hardwood Floors

Specializing in New Installations &
Dustless Sanding and Refinishing

Phone: 250-590-6683
Email: martinezfloors@shaw.ca
Web: www.martinezfloors.com
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On-going activities for children, live mu-
sic, costumes, dancing, displays, art mak-
ing, films, poetry, artists, food and fun will 
be among the many things to be enjoyed at 
the second annual Creatively United for the 
Planet Earth Week Festival to be held April 
19-21 at St. Ann’s Academy, 835 Humboldt 
Street.

Rain or shine, this FREE, fun-filled all-
ages community event will be held from 
7:30-9:30 pm Friday, April 19, 11 am to 9:30 
pm Saturday, April 20 and from noon to 6 
pm Sunday, April 21. 

It’s wheelchair accessible and bike lock-
up will be provided. Costumes are welcome 
all weekend!!!

On Sunday, April 21: noon-2:15 pm you 
may choose to attend a special ticketed 
event.  Enjoy the beautiful Novitiate Gar-
dens  and Chapel of St. Ann’s Academy 
while drinking local organic tea.

I have been reading your Bill C-49 in 
which you wish to replace all existing mu-
seums with one called the Canadian Mu-
seum of History.

 I would draw your attention to 9.(1) 
which reads:

In furtherance of its purpose, The Ca-
nadian Museum of History has, subject to 
this Act, The capacity of a natural person 
and, elsewhere than in Quebec, the right, 
powers and privileges of a natural person. 
.........

 I can find no definition for natural per-
son in this proposed act thus I have turned 
to the Canadian Law Dictionary which de-
fines natural person as:

A natural person is a human being 
that has the capacity for rights and duties

 A corporation, which is what you are 
proposing, however is defined in part thus:

An association of shareholders created 
under law and regarded as an artificial 
person by the courts.......

 Whilst I see that the Canadian Muse-
um of Civilization also had similar powers 
(9.(1) in your explanatory notes, perhaps 
you could explain to me how you can imag-
ine that a crown corporation made by Act 
of Parliament  should have the rights and 
powers of a natural person, and also how 
the Attorney General is allowing this to 
happen.  He is supposed to read all Bills to 
ensure that such utter nonsense does not 
happen.

The only reason I can imagine is that it 
is your intention that the new Crown Corpo-
ration will not be subject to profit tax (known 
erroneously today as income tax), unlike 
the current artificial persons in Canada 

While very pleased with the election of 
Andrew Weaver, I feel obligated to point out 
some serious concerns that Leslie Camp-
bell’s otherwise good article in Focus mag-
azine on this topic has unwittingly exposed. 

1. Contra the devout wishes of Camp-
bell and the current BC Greens, the party 
and the supporting movement cannot forgo 
the old right vs. left dichotomy and during 
much of the 1990s the federal, Manitoba 
and BC Greens knew that full well but have 
now “forgotten” or buried that knowledge.  

Any party concerned about developing 
an ecologically sustainable / steady state / 
zero material growth economy cannot look 
to capitalist firms or the society-wide or 
global-capitalist markets, which are viewed 
by right wingers as ideal mechanisms to 
regulate these firms, to jointly lead us to an 
ecologically sustainable economy. If capi-
talist firms and the market that regulates 
them cannot maintain unceasing material 
expansion / growth, they will soon collapse; 
unfortunately, many Green supporters --not 
to mention many NDPers--are more at-
tached to a capitalist ethic than an environ-

mental ethic and cannot imagine an econ-
omy in which both the market and central 
planning play only subordinate roles. 

Those progressives who can imagine 
such an economy are on the left not the 
right. Unfortunately, from what is reported 
by Campbell, Weaver and the Greens do 
not currently have that vision. 

2. It is great to have a person with a 
strong natural science background elected 
but what is really most needed is not more 
empirical or theoretical scholarship of a 
natural scientific nature as to how bad bad 
is with respect to what humans are doing 
to make the planet less habitable for our 
species and others. What is actually need-
ed far more are (a.) social scientific (e.g. 
ecological economic) demonstrations as to 
why we can not depend on capitalist firms 
and the markets which regulate them to put 
an end to the ecological crisis that they, 
more than any other causal factors, have 
created (b.) the development of models of 
and practical experiments with largely re-
localized, zero growth, nature embedded 
economies and (c.) a deeper understand-
ing of why so many Greens--and NDPers 
too--have a stronger attachment to capital-
ist ideology than to green principles or the 
survival of our endangered species, among 
others. 

3. The Greens, Campbell and appar-
ently Weaver erroneously believe that end-
ing corporate and union donations will en-
hance democracy but a respectable social 
science would not support that view. In the 
absence of the limited political involvement 
by unions that are becoming weaker by the 
day, thanks to the erosion of their powers 
by transnational corporations and neo-lib-
eral governments, corporations, including 
media corporations, and corporate sup-
ported, right wing think tanks and the like,  
corporations  and capitalist firms generally 
would have an even more disproportionate 
influence over election outcomes, than they 
do currently. 

Moreover, squelching the limited pow-
ers of unions, the only organizations that 
could potentially represent and protect all 
non-managerial employees workers, who 
constitute the vast majority of the citizenry, 
is profoundly undemocratic and life threat-
ening. Wherever unions are weak or non-
existent, from Bangladesh to Texas, work-
ers and other citizens die needlessly or are 
exposed to workplace hazards that govern-
ments are unaware of until too late. 

4. Proportional representation, though 
touted by Campbell, is vastly overrated as 
a device to promote democracy. What is 
more urgently required is far more direct 
democracy and sovereignty inside local 
communities and workplaces. 

5. The urgency to act to mitigate climate 
change and other dire threats, dictates that 
the current Greens and the NDP recog-
nize that they have too much in common 
to be splitting the left or progressive vote. 
Neither party is as green, as democratic or 
as anti-capitalist as it must become to lead 
the movement to an egalitarian and sus-
tainable economy and society. There is no 
compelling reason why this transformation 
cannot occur more quickly within one party 
and movement. 

                     John R. Bell 
                     Victoria 

Greens and NDP have too much in 
common to split the progressive vote

known as taxpayers who are subject to tax 
on income regardless of profit.

 To give you an analogy if I may, it is the 
same thing as pure organically grown corn 
being compared by Health Canada to Mon-
santo’s  GMO killer genes corn designed to 
make men sterile.  The Minister of Health 
and Health Canada consider all GM foods 
to be novelty foods in spite of their potential-
ly harmful side effects and toxicity  as well 
as their complete lack of nutritional benefit 
even to animals. As novelty foods they do 
not have to be included on Canadian food 
labels, whilst all natural health foods MUST 
be clearly labelled.  Natural against man 
made.  The logic of this is only explainable 
by corporately owned politicians tying their 
tongues in knots!

I await your explanation of how any 
corporation, Crown or otherwise, can be 
granted  the rights and powers of a natural 
person with eagerness. In fact they should 
be tax (profit) paying artificial persons like 
the rest of us with a SIN number.

    Jeremy Arney
                Victoria

Open Letter to James Moore 
Minister of Canadian Heritage and  Official  Languages

       If you believe that our 
continued survival and well 
being requires that we move 
towards the equitable 
sharing of decision making, 
work, goods and benefits in 
ecologically sustainable 
communities and 
      If you are opposed to 
unceasing and unsustainable 
material growth that capitalist 
led economies must avoidably 
aim for, you may be 
interested in joining our 
discussion / action group. 

  Please call Ken at  250-385-
1307 or John at 250-385-1258.

This has been a very full year for the Salt Spring NDP Club, culminating with our first-
ever provincial win with one of our own, Salt Spring Islander Gary Holman.

We have put most of our efforts towards his election, but have continued with our 
other self-imposed obligations and cooperation with our big sister, Saanich North and the 
Islands.  We have also added fun to our list of successes.  

It feels so good to have an MLA who can be trusted to care, to work as hard as pos-
sible, and to do so with great intelligence.

Earlier this week we celebrated our election win and ate and shared together an ap-
preciation of Gary and our local volunteers.  We were delighted that 100 of them came 

Salt Spring NDP Club at 45 years of age

to supper.  Added to this pleasure was the surprise visit of Alexa Mc-
Donough to our event.  

President of SN&I, Allan Collier, was with us and introduced the 
evening’s activities –– topped by a great speech by our MLA and his 
responses to questions from the floor.  Phil Vernon brought a song.  
Another Salt Spring resident, Janis Gauthier, served during the cam-
paign as Official Agent.  She thanked Gary for everything he has done 
and will do.  Pat O’Neill and Mary Coombes supervised the kitchen 
with their usual incredible efficiency.  The tables were decorated with 
local flowers with a strong emphasis on calendula –– for reasons ap-
parent to gardeners. 

Participants have received a survey to consider the good and less 
valuable about our recent provincial election.  We are fortunate to 
have a member whose professional experience makes her qualified 
to prepare and analyze the results.

We held two bazaars during the past year, with the last one in 
June.  This latter was particularly dedicated 
to providing for the Don Goodman schol-
arship given each year to a graduate from 
the Gulf Islands Secondary School who 
has demonstrated a commitment to social 
justice.

Two of our members were able to at-
tend Convention in Montreal.  We look for-
ward to hearing from them later this year, 
perhaps when we have another potluck 
evening with MP Pat Martin at the end of 
July.

We’re also looking forward to the Salt 
Spring Fall Fair where we will have our usu-
al booth the weekend of September 14/15, 
and we will march in the Salt Spring Pride 
Parade the week earlier.  Our AGM will be 
in October.

       Irene Wright
                                  Salt Spring Island

“Political freedom by itself can 
mean being free to go hungry and 
without a job; it can mean being 
free to produce farm commodities           
below the cost of production; until 
we add economic freedom to the          
political freedom we already have, we 
will never be entirely free men and 
women. 

“Wherever the principal assets 
of our country are in the hands of 
monopolies and cartels, we believe 
they should be owned by the people 
themselves.  

“We believe that when any        
economic activity controls the life of 
a people it should be owned by the 
people.”

Tommy Douglas, March 10, 1948
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By Dale Perkins
Like many I felt depressed when I re-

alized we would have another four years 
of BC Liberal control over government.  
However Christy Clark and Co managed 
to produce that result;  they were definitely 
successful in gaining another majority gov-
ernment. 

Stunned NDP members and supporters 
were left to gaze perplexed at the results 
and begin the torturous analysis of what 
happened.  Much of that very likely will be 
turned inward, as excuses for failure to be-
come government come tumbling upon us.

We can look either at the Big Picture, 
or the Smaller Pictures to understand why 
this outcome happened. Let’s start with Big 
Picture considerations:

A quote from Robert Reich, “As global 
capital becomes ever more powerful, giant 
corporations are holding governments and 
citizens up for ransom – eliciting subsidies 
and tax breaks from countries concerned 
about their nation’s ‘competitiveness’, while 
sheltering their profits in the lowest-tax ju-
risdictions they can find.”  

It’s no secret that Big Oil sent $100s of 
thousands to the BC Liberals from head-
quarters in Calgary.  Hardly headline news, 

By Dale Perkins
My view of what the Smaller Picture 

issues and concerns are compared to an-
other person’s are likely to be radically dif-
ferent.  Each of us has issues and concerns 
we feel passionate about. And what one 
person calls “fish” a Francophone will call 
“poison”. 

Nevertheless I have suggested some 
Big Picture issues to explain the results of 
lMay’s provincial election that saw the BC 
Liberals returned to form government for 
another four years. 

Now I want to suggest some Smaller 
Picture issues that account for Christy 
Clark remaining as premier of BC.

Regarding vote splitting, many NDP 
enthusiasts attribute the failure of the NDP 
to live up to its polling as the next govern-
ing party to vote splitting by the Greens. I 
worked in Oak Bay/Gordon Head constitu-
ency and from the start thought the real 
contest for the NDP was with the Green Su-
perstar candidate, Andrew Weaver. Most 
in the NDP stuck with their analysis that it 
was BC Liberal incumbent Ida Chong who 
represented their greatest challenge. I still 
thought NDP standard bearer Jessica Van 
der Veen could win the seat. 

However, Weaver won easily, and Jes-
sica came a distant second. She lost about 
5,000 votes she received last time -- way 
more than any of us could have imagined 
during the campaign.  Similarly, Ida Chong 
lost about the same number of the votes 

she received from the last election.  Obvi-
ously, most of this slippage went to Green’s 
Andrew Weaver, However, the percentage 
of votes won by the Greens throughout the 
province didn’t increase significantly, so 
close examination of all the constituencies 
doesn’t support the theory that vote split-
ting by the Greens accounted for the failure 
of the NDP to take the reins of government.

Of all the analyses I’ve seen the most 
convincing comes from the Dogwood Ini-
tiative. They have written: “Short of a pre-
election merger, no reasonable scenarios 
of the NDP capturing some of the Green 
party vote would have won the election for 
Dix. Consider the numbers (remember, 43 
seats are needed to form government):

•	 Scenario 1: If every additional 
vote the Green Party got in 2013 (above 
what they received in 2009) went to the 
NDP, they would have one additional seat 
(34) leaving the NDP seven short of form-
ing government. 

•	 Scenario 2: If every vote the 
Green Party received above their average 
vote instead went to the NDP, they would 
have only won two additional seats (35), 
leaving the NPD six short of forming gov-
ernment.

•	 Scenario 3: If the NDP had re-
ceived half the Green party votes in every 
riding they would have six additional seats 
(39), leaving the NDP four short of forming 
government. 

It can be argued that the Dogwood folks 

but it was in the giant corporation’s self-
interest to have Christy Clark as premier 
of the province.  So they made sure that 
happened by channeling huge amounts of 
money to the BC Liberals to pay for what-
ever negative messaging and “Attack Ads” 
would work against Adrian Dix and the BC 
NDP.  And it worked!  

As another US commentator, Chris 
Hedges, wrote,  “There is no way to vote 
against corporate power.”

 If giant corporations decide they want 
something to happen, then there is little ev-
eryday citizens can do to counteract their 
power.  At least there is nothing IF so many 
of us stay asleep and fail to do what we can 
with what we’ve got.  Democracy may be 
a dull instrument to do politics, but every 
other instrument is worse. 

 So the challenge is to re-tool democ-
racy to make it useful as an instrument of 
public opinion and will.  It won’t be easy nor 
quick to see a turn-around.  The challenge 
is still to persevere, and drive ahead with 
every option that holds out the possibility 
of restoring a degree of power to everyday 
people.

Just as important re the Big Picture, is 
our attitude around taxes.  There are lots 

of pejorative comments about taxation.  In 
very real ways we’ve allowed this basic 
premise of a civil society to be denigrated.  
Why?

 My contention is that again, we’ve al-
lowed Big Private Corporate interests to 
trash the notion of taxation.  Think of all the 
times we heard Christy Clark declare that 
taxes take our money out of our pockets 
so that government can decide how that 
money should be spent.  At no time did she 
or any of her apologists from the BC Lib-
eral Party talk about the good results that 
can come from public purse activities – like 
public health, public education, public so-
cial services, not to mention publicly-fund-
ed policing, and fire protection and other 
public services.  

User-pay becomes the normative stan-
dard to replace publicly funded programs 
and services.  Locally, we see it around 
School Boards closing down neighborhood 
schools and charging for bus services for 
children.  All of these actions simply rein-
force the future possibility of privatizing 
these programs and services.  

People will adjust because we’ve be-
come consummate consumers, and under-
stand how to adapt our buying practices 

to meet the demands of private, corporate 
requirements.  

 What at one time was a public service 
gets privatized and then it must conform to 
the rules of corporate life. That is, if it costs 
so much and a cheaper option isn’t feasible 
or available, then consumers will adjust and 
decide how much we can afford of that ser-
vice – no matter whether it is schooling of 
our children/grandchildren, or the amount 
of health services we receive.  

Forgotten is the principle that a progres-
sive tax system (based on ability to pay) is 
a strong component of a civilized society. 
When we act together as a community, we 
can provide the highest standard of ser-
vices possible, and we can share the costs 
through our taxes.   

And finally, when we do it this way, the 
services remain accountable to the public 
who use them.  I have absolutely zero influ-
ence over how the giant corporations oper-
ate, but when the service is held as a public 
trust, it remains accountable to me and my 
neighbours.  

These are a few components of the Big 
Picture issues we are facing today – next 
let’s consider some of the Smaller Picture 
issues. 

Sober reflections after the 2013 provincial election

“Smaller picture” reflections on the election results
didn’t do a good analysis, but the facts indi-
cate that vote splitting can’t explain fully the 
outcome. Nevertheless, it remains a small 
picture explanation of the results.

Many faulted Adrian Dix for the failure 
to win a NDP government. Some say that 
having a leader who confessed to falsify-
ing the date on a particular document was 
tantamount to a criminal act of the highest 
order, and neither time nor youthful indis-
cretions will ever wipe away the taint of his 
crime.   Some others simply fault him for 
not being charismatic enough for today’s 
brand of politics.  And a few would say the 
so-called flip flop around the Kinder Mor-
gan pipeline issue was his Achilles heel. 

Who leads a party is important – some 
inside analysts say it is the most impor-
tant factor (witness Christy Clark’s surg-
ing popularity during the campaign and 
the results even though she lost in her 
own riding).  There always are three fac-
tors playing a role in determining outcome 
at election time:  the leader, the party itself 
and the candidate running in that particular 
constituency.  Any one factor can scuttle 
the chances of determining a winner.  Of 
course incumbency is also important, al-
though in Oak Bay/Gordon Head that 
wasn’t a determining factor.   

The single most troublesome reality 
that all parties must confront is the huge 
number of people who don’t care and don’t 
vote – about 44 % of the registered voters 
in BC.  If, as my Political Science professor 

lectured, the most important reality for our 
kind of democracy is to have parties that 
can motivate people to vote come election 
time.  If almost half the electorate cannot 
be motivated by the array of political parties 
contesting the election then we obviously 
have a very big problem on our hands.

Do we require all electors to vote, as 
some 23 countries have legislated, on pain 
of significant fines and other penalties? I 
would imagine that those with money would 
treat these fines as they do parking tickets, 
and those without money would vote be-
cause they have to, and many would spoil 
their ballot.  Enforced voting might create a 
small surge in the numbers voting, but not 
make a significant improvement in the level 
of engagement in elections.  So only having 
optional voting at the 56% level cannot give 
a convincing solution to explain this elec-
tion results. 

Like everything else in life, the true 
picture is likely a combination of all of the 
above, and then the additional “X”  fac-
tor (or something quite extraordinary and 
particular to the situation itself).   More im-
portant for me is locating ways of engag-
ing people between elections.  If we could 
solve that challenge then elections would 
recede in importance because we have an 
electorate, capable and prepared to act po-
litically between elections.

Now that begins to sound like a real de-
mocracy.  

By Theresa Wolfwood

On August 6, 1945 the USA dropped 
the atom bomb on Hiroshima; on August 
9, another bomb was dropped on Nagasa-
ki.  British pilot Leonard Cheshire, on board 
the plane with that bomb, described the 
bombing as, “Obscene in its greedy claw-
ing at the earth, swelling as if with its regur-
gitation of all the life that it had consumed.”

Two hundred thousand people died 
immediately and within days of these 
bombings; 68 years later people continue 
to die from the radiation effects of these 
toxic bombs. Canada provided the ura-
nium for those bombs; the native people 
who worked at the uranium deposit died 
and continue to die from radiation-caused 
cancers to this date. The life of the Déline, 
NWT residents and the effects of their un-
witting role of hewers of uranium ore is told 
in an excellent film VILLAGE OF WIDOWS, 
produced by Peter Blow, Lindum Films, Pe-
terborough, Ontario.

Few Canadians know that Canada pro-
vided most of the uranium for the bombs 
that were dropped on Hiroshima and Na-
gasaki in 1945. Even fewer of us know the 
devastating effect that the uranium ore ex-
traction had on the Dene people of Great 
Bear Lake. Peter Blow travelled to the north 
to record their story. White men came to the 

Dene land and found the “money rock” as 
the residents called it. In the 1940s they 
started mining it using local people for la-
bour. At the same time the Dene gave 
them caribou, moose and fish. “They were 
strangers living among us on our land so 
we took care of them.”  In return, the local 
workers helped extract and transport the 
deadly ore with no knowledge of its dan-
gers. The southern miners left the people 
with toxic waste dumps in their community 
and radiation ticking in their bodies.

 A new mine is now scheduled for Baker 
Lake in Nunavit and is opposed by many lo-
cal residents; one said that uranium mined 
here can end up in bombs; in spite of assur-
ances otherwise; we have no control over 
its use.

 Today – US, Russia, China, Britain, 
Israel, France, India, Pakistan (and maybe 
others) have nuclear bombs, many made 
with Canadian technology and materials.   
Canada continues to be complicit in nu-
clear development by selling uranium and 
technology for nuclear energy (which also 
contaminates the world with harmful radia-
tion) and for bombs. Canada also provides 
so called highly radioactive “depleted ura-
nium”, used by 22 nations for weapons – 
bomb casings, guns, tanks and other steel-
hardening military uses.   Depleted uranium 
weapons were tested in Panama and used 

in Iraq, Afghanistan and former Yugoslavia. 
Canada continues to be one of the world’s 
biggest exporters of uranium.

Canada Pension Plan, mandatory for all 
working Canadians, invests our contribu-
tions in the five largest arm makers in the 
world which make nuclear- and non-nuclear 
weapons which are sold and used in many 
countries again civilian populations.

Nuclear weapons and radioactivity con-
tinue to threaten the health of all life sys-
tems and undermine the security of human 
society. Wealth and resources wasted on 
war-making are needed to create a peace-

ful and sustainable life for all humanity. Re-
member Hiroshima and Nagasaki where it 
all started with “tiny” bombs compared to 
the enormous destructive power of today’s 
nuclear weapons which are still produced 
and stockpiled around the world.

It is time to call for nuclear disarma-
ment and a moratorium on uranium mining; 
to call for cuts in our military spending and 
an increase in social, health and education 
budgets. Our precious resources and en-
ergy should be directed to the creation of a 
peaceful, just and healthy world. 

The famous radiation expert, scholar 
and peace activist, Rosalie Bertell, said, 
“The continuity of life, the call for making 
things better for the next and the next gen-
erations blots out all hesitation…We have 
to be part of something larger than our-
selves, because our dreams are often big-
ger than our lifetimes.”

Please join Women in Black at their 
monthly vigil to remember Hiroshima-Na-
gasaki and call on Canadians and people 
globally to work for peace and disarma-
ment. All those who support our goals are 
welcome,

For more information, contact: bbcf@bbcf.ca 

Bomb image from internet. .

Remembering Hiroshima and Nagasaki, August, 1945- 2013

Nagaski, Japan, August 9, 1945
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 VICTORIA – Conservatives said that 
budget cuts would have no effect on front-
line services for Canadians, but massive 
service cuts and sweeping changes at 
the Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) have 
left local organizations scrambling to pro-
vide tax help to Victorians in need. 

“Payment and enquiry counter services 
are closing, face to face outreach sessions 
have been discontinued, and every service 
counter in Canada is set to close by Octo-
ber 1, 2013,” said NDP National Revenue 
Critic Murray Rankin (Victoria). “The CRA is 
effectively closing its doors to anyone look-
ing for assistance with filing their taxes and 
downloading services to community groups 
that are struggling to keep pace with the 
growing number of people needing help to 
file their taxes.”

Community groups, like Together 
Against Poverty Society Victoria (TAPS) 
that offer free tax filing assistance through 
the Community Volunteer Income Tax Pro-
gram (CVITP) have seen a significant in-
crease in people accessing tax services 
this year. 

“The resources offered to us by CRA are 

By Murray Rankin

We have an abundance of innovative 
and eco-conscious businesses, organiza-
tions and consumers in Victoria. Our com-
munity is at the forefront of the environmen-
tal movement in many ways, and we are 
already well on our way to building the local 
green economy here: but there is so much 
more to be done.

On Saturday, June 15, I hosted a forum 
for green businesses, eco-friendly organi-
zations and eco-savvy consumers called 
Building the Green Economy. Over 200 
people attended to participate in a lively 
and informative panel discussion, followed 
by an eco-friendly expo featuring some of 
the remarkable green businesses and or-
ganizations that are part of the green econ-
omy right here in Victoria!

Coherent economic management must 
recognize the value of a diversified, decen-
tralized economy, as well as the reality of 
climate change. Yet every year Canada 
subsidizes the fossil fuel industry by $1.3 
billion, a subsidy that only serves to dis-
courage investment in renewable energy, 
clean technology and energy-efficiency. 

Unfortunately, on a national level, un-
der the Conservative government, we have 
witnessed unbalanced economic manage-
ment, the massive overdevelopment of 
the oil sands and the underdevelopment 
of other clean energy sectors. We have 
also seen a complete neglect of initiatives 
to support a greener economy at the local 
level. Small and medium size businesses 
are driving green innovation, and good eco-
nomic management means knowing how to 
best support that innovation, and when to 
get out the way. 

How can we best support the green 
economy? How can we provide the most 

effective incentives for business and con-
sumers? These are crucially important 
questions that warrant thoughtful consulta-
tion, particularly in our community of Vic-
toria, which is a true centre for ingenuity. 
New Democrats are proposing solutions to 
make sure our children will inherit a fairer, 
greener and more prosperous Canada, and 
we are seeking your input to develop the 
best possible solutions. This event was part 
of that consultation.  

The response to this event was over-
whelming. My colleague, Peter Julian, MP 
for Burnaby-New Westminster and Energy 
and Natural Resources critic for the Official 
Opposition, opened with an analysis of the 
destructive subsidies that the Conserva-
tives are providing to the fossil fuel sector 
as well as their failure to support green en-
ergy. Jill Doucette of Synergy, which helps 
small businesses in our region to green 
their operations, described the business 
opportunities that will come from greening 
the economy. Teri Hustins, a downtown 
Victoria retailer for over 25 years and vice-
president of ShopLocal Victoria, also spoke 
passionately about the mutual benefits of 
a greener economy for a vibrant downtown 
core. 

Nathalie Chambers, a restoration ecolo-
gist and advocate for sustainable farmland 
conservation models, argued convincingly 
for the benefits of local food sustainability 
and security, using the local examples of 
her Chef Survival Challenge and the Big 
Dream Farm Fund. Eric Denhoff, President 
and CEO of the Canadian Hydrogen and 
Fuel Cell Association, and board member 
of the Energy Council of Canada identified 
the potential for hydrogen fuel, as well as 
reinforcing the connection between energy, 
economics, and social justice, an insight 
he has gained as a board member of Fair 

Murray Rankin
MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
VICTORIA

Rankin

Community offi ce
1057 Fort Street
Victoria, BC, V8V 3K5  
T: (250) 363.3600 

www.MurrayRankin.ca

Building the Green Economy

Building the Green Economy forum, panel discussion and eco-friendly expo, 
hosted by MP Murray Rankin in Victoria June 15, attracted green businesses, eco-
friendly organizations and eco-savy consumers

MP Murray Rankin (centre) with Matt Mackenzie and Genni Delaquis from Pedal to 
Petal Compost Pickup at the Green Economy forum.

OTTAWA – Reports that the Royal Ca-
nadian Navy (RCN) has issued a directive 
requiring veterans to obtain permission 
before wearing their uniforms at special 
events is both outrageous and insulting, ac-
cording to NDP Defence critic Jack Harris 
(St. John’s East). 

 “Canada’s veterans have bravely 
served this country and wear their uniforms 
with pride at ceremonies commemorating 
their service,” said Harris. “It shows an 
absolute lack of respect for this service 
to tell veterans that they now need to ask 
permission to wear their uniforms and show 
their pride for having served this country.”

minimal. So we must now spend hundreds 
of staff and volunteer hours administering 
the program and acquiring the necessary 
supplies,” said Kelly Newhook, executive 
director at Together Against Poverty Soci-
ety. “While we are grateful for the opportu-
nity to assist those needing help with filing 
their taxes, we must now dedicate substa-
tial resources in order to run these tax clin-
ics, at the expense of the other programs 
we operate.” 

Earlier this year, without warning, the 
CRA announced that it will no longer be 
mailing the T1 general tax package. The 
Telefile service used by hundreds of thou-
sands of Canadians has also been can-
celled. Currently the CRA is projected to 
be cut by approximately $100 million, and 
over 3000 full time equivalent jobs will cut 
from the agency over a three-year roll out 
period.

“The government has a responsibility to 
provide Canadians with the services they 
need to do their taxes,” said Rankin. “Cut-
ting services and then asking volunteer or-
ganizations to fill the gap with inadequate 
resources is unacceptable.”

 

Canada Revenue Agency leaves local 
agencies struggling as services cut

NDP blasts attempt to restrict veterans 
from wearing their uniforms

Murray Rankin with 
Jill Doucette and 
Kayli Anderson from  
Synergy Enterprises.

 Veterans’ requests to wear their 
uniforms will reportedly be considered on 
a case-by-case basis and will be limited to 
occasions where the RCN believes it will 
reflect favourably on the navy. As officers 
pay for their uniforms themselves, it is not 
clear how the RCN intends to enforce this 
policy. 

 “Conservatives have faced increased 
criticism for failing veterans – much of it 
coming from veterans themselves,” said 
Harris. “This seems to be yet another 
attempt by the Conservatives to silence 
opposition.”

Trade Canada. Guy Dauncey, 
the celebrated author and 
sustainability advocate, pro-
vided 16 specific measures 
that would help undergird the 
green economy in Victoria.

The choice is clear. We 
could go on pumping a billion 
dollars into fossil fuels each 
year—money this profitable 
industry doesn’t need. Or we 
could use that same money 
to create thousands of green 
jobs and jumpstart a transition 
toward lower-emission ener-
gies for the future.

Building the green econo-
my is possible, and we must 
learn about the practical steps 
we can take right away to 
make it happen. If you were 
unable to attend the event, I 
would very much like to hear 
any input you wish to provide.  
Please email me at: murray.
rankin@parl.gc.ca

Murray Rankin is Member of Par-
liament for Victoria
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We’re here to help constituents with Federal 
government programs and services.

address: A2–100 Aldersmith Place 
 Victoria  V9A 7M8

hours: 10am–4pm, Monday–Thursday 
 or by appointment

phone:  250-405-6550 
email:  Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca 
fax:  250-405-6554  
follow us on facebook!

Randall Garrison, MP
ESQUIMALT–JUAN DE FUCA

www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

FEDERAL NEWS AND VIEWS

By Randall Garrison
   

Let me start by wishing a happy sum-
mer to Lower Island News readers. 

I want to take this opportunity to touch 
briefly on one national and one local issue, 
both causing a bit if a stench: the Senate 
and local sewage treatment.

Canadians know that the unelected and 
unaccountable Senate has become a sanc-
tuary for defeated candidates, fundraisers 
and political organizers for the Conserva-
tive and Liberal parties.  So it’s no surprise 
that we continue to see scandal after scan-
dal coming from the red chamber. 

First there were allegations of fraudu-
lent expense claims, then a personal 
cheque from Harper’s chief of staff to cover 
it up.  Now Senators are being ordered to 
pay back hundreds of thousands of dollars 
to taxpayers.

Despite campaigning on a promise to 
reform the Senate, Stephen Harper has 
failed to deliver.  After committing never 
to name unelected Senators, he has ap-
pointed a record 58—even more than Brian 
Mulroney. 

Most Canadians agree that this institu-
tion is archaic and undemocratic.  And it’s 
expensive as well, costing us $92 million a 
year that could be better used to lift seniors 
out of poverty or train young people for the 
jobs of the future.

While Conservatives and Liberals de-
fend their friends in the Senate, New Dem-
ocrats will continue to defend citizens and 
taxpayers by working to abolish the undem-
ocratic Senate. Visit www.ndp.ca or stop by 
the constituency office to sign the petition 
to abolish the Senate.

 Regarding the ongoing issues concern-
ing the Capital Regional District’s plan to 
build sewage treatment facilities for Great-
er Victoria.   My job as a federal MP was to 
make sure federal funding is in place for the 
project as part of our fair share of infrastruc-
ture funding.  Denise Savoie and I worked 
to make this a fact and Murray Rankin and 
I will work to ensure the money is delivered.  

That said, I have been involved in this 

issue for many years before becoming an 
MP, even before my time on Esquimalt 
Council.   I remain convinced of the need to 
treat our sewage, but I also believe that we 
need a modern plan which makes full use 
of new technology to maximize resource 
recovery.  This would help us reduce both 
environmental impacts and the costs of a 
new system.  We also need broad public 
support for whatever plan is adopted.

I don’t believe McLoughlin Point and 
Viewfield Road meet the necessary criteria 
of best technology and sufficient commu-
nity support.  For that reason I appeared 
at public rallies in support of a better plan 
on March 23 at Saxe Point Park and at the 
Viewfield site and again on June 24 in Vic 
West.

The process used by the CRD to de-
velop and implement the current sewage 
treatment plan remains flawed in terms 
of both public consultation and innovative 
technologies.  It has also unnecessarily 
contributed to tensions between neighbor-
hoods over who will be “burdened” with the 
necessary facilities.  It is unfortunate that 
the process has recently  led to exchanges 
between local elected representatives that 
smack of confrontation and bullying.   We 
can and must do better.  

There is time to get this right. It is a big 
expenditure and it will be an important part 
of our infrastructure for years to come.   As I 
noted, federal funding is in place and there 
is no deadline by which the funds must be 
spent.  What we need now is a process 
that, rather than dividing us further, will in-
stead build support for a plan and sites ev-
eryone can accept. 

In the end the decision of how and 
where to treat our sewage is a decision 
for local government to make.  I support 
all those who are urging the CRD to pause 
and take the time to get a better plan and 
broader public support in place before pro-
ceeding.

Randall Garrison is Member of Parliament for 
Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca

 

Modern plan needed to deal 
with stench in Victoria, Ottawa

Oversight legislation needed 
for electronic evesdropping

MP Jean Crowder (L) chats with local 
market goers David and Ingrid at Honey-
moon Bay Market Opening May 18.

Crowder speaks at the Genetically Modifed Alfalfa Rally held in Duncan April 9.

OTTAWA – In light of recent media 
reports linking the death of 23 Canadian 
women to Yaz and Yasmin brands of birth 
control pills, New Democrats are asking the 
Minister of Health to implement better drug 
safety measures in Canada. 

 “Once again, the health and safety of 
Canadians are being put at risk and the 
Conservative government simply is not 
doing enough,” explained NDP Health 
Critic Libby Davies (Vancouver East). “Our 
drug safety standards lag behind the US 
and Europe, and we have poor labelling 
and drug information systems. We need se-

NDP calls for Minister of Health to 
take action to reassure users of 
Yaz and Yasmin

rious reforms to bring us up to international 
standards.”

 Furthermore, according to a recent 
report of the Canadian Institute for Health 
Information, from 2010 to 2011, around 
27,000 Canadian seniors were hospitalized 
as a result of an adverse drug reaction.

 “We need better mechanisms for 
evaluating drug safety and the effectiveness 
of reporting adverse drug reactions,” said 
Davies. “And, more importantly, we need 
better mechanisms to hold pharmaceutical 
companies accountable for safety.”

Always busy when she 
is home from Otttawa, 
Crowder attends 
Cowichan Valley 
Amateur Radio Field Day  
June 22.

By Jean Crowder

In the last issue of Lower Island News, I 
wrote about privacy issues and steps New 
Democrats were taking to try and better 
protect Canadians’ personal information.

 Since then, two issues have emerged 
that show just how important it is to continue 
to develop new legislative tools to protect 
personal privacy.

 In the wake of the scandal in the 
United States about their own government 
monitoring citizens’ online activity, it came 
to light that our government has authorized 
the same kind of data collection.

 In 2011 Canada’s defence minister 
approved a Communications Security Es-
tablishment Canada (CSEC) program that 
monitors Canadians’ Internet and tele-
phone activity, collecting metadata like 
phone numbers, routing information or In-
ternet protocol addresses. 

 CSEC distinguishes that information 
from the actual content of phone calls or 
email messages which is private.

 While current legislation prohibits CSEC 
from targeting Canadians, companies can 
disclose Canadians’ personal information 
to law enforcement agencies without 
supervision. 

 In response, NDP Digital Issues critic 
Charmaine Borg (Terrebonne–Blainville) 
called immediately for an emergency de-
bate on how Canadians’ personal informa-
tion is being collected by law enforcement 
and national security agencies. 

 She said it was the duty of 
parliamentarians to balance public safety 
and national security interests against the 
privacy rights of law-abiding Canadians 
and that meant establishing clear oversight 
legislation for electronic surveillance.

 In a letter to House Speaker Andrew 
Scheer, Borg also called for appropriate 
parliamentary supervision and reporting 
of any disclosures to police because intel-
ligence and security experts have consis-
tently identified lack of adequate oversight 
as constituting a significant problem for pri-
vacy in Canada.

 But it isn’t just governments that violate 
our privacy online. Another major concern 
is the number of people who choose to post 
intimate photos of others online without the 
victim’s consent.

 The tragic case of Rehtaeh Parsons, 
who had photos taken of her during a party 

that were posted online and led to bullying 
at her school and ultimately a suicide at-
tempt, sent shock waves across the coun-
try earlier this year.

 Her death brought to light the serious 
gap in Canada’s Criminal Code around 
images posted on the Internet without 
someone’s consent. 

 In response to this, NDP MP Robert 
Chisholm (Dartmouth—Cole Harbour) ta-
bled a private member’s bill to provide legal 
consequences for the non-consensual dis-
tribution of intimate images.

 The photos of Rehtaeh sent around to 
her classmates did not compel law enforce-
ment to act because there was no legisla-
tive provision to prevent their distribution. 
The private member’s bill will ensure that 
there are legal tools available so officials 
can intervene when someone maliciously 
sends another’s image electronically.

 New technologies come online and 
become commonplace much faster than 
the pace of legislative change in Canada. 
It is important that we continue to work to 
update our laws and our understanding of 
how electronic communications can affect 
our rights as Canadians.

 
Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for Na-
naimo-Cowichan.
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By Carol Judd
For everyone still in the dumps 

about the provincial election, it might 
be worth reading about the federal 
NDP convention that was held in Mon-
treal just days before the start of BC’s 
election.

Several delegates from this area 
went to the convention and were lucky 
enough to attend the best-attended 
convention ever.  We got caught up in 
the excitement that is building for 2015 
when Tom Mulcair will be positioned to 
become the first NDP prime minister of 
Canada. 

As we heard time and again during 

convention we have lots of work to do 
between now and then to make this 
happen.  And we in BC need to work 
the hardest to get even more NDP 
MPs.

To start at the beginning, conven-
tion took place in the magnificent 
Palais de Congres on the edge of 
Old Montreal.  Registration began on 
Thursday evening, April 11, and reso-
lution panels took up Friday morning.  
Each resolution topic was brought 
before delegates for re-ordering and 
amendments.  Once resolutions got to 
convention floor they could be debated 
but not amended.  With resolution pan-

els taking place in two time blocks 
in breakout rooms, each delegate 
could participate in only two of the 
seven panels.  

The panels included:
* Innovating and Prospering in the 

New Energy Economy;
*Building a Clean and Sustain-

able Canada;
*Investing in a Canada Where No 

one is Left Behind;
*Redefining Canada’s Place in 

the World;
*Governing in an Inclusive and 

Fair Canada;
*Strengthening Human Rights 

and the Canadian Identity; and
*Building on Our Momentum
Together they lay out the NDP pri-

orities leading up to 2015 and they 
were prioritized and debated with a 
great deal of passion.  And this was 
even before convention officially got 
underway at 1:30 Friday afternoon.

The convention agenda moved 
between motivational speakers and 
debates on resolutions, highlighted 
on Saturday night by Tom Mulcair’s 
most impressive speech.  

He reminded us that Jack Layton 
left us with this message, “With love, 
hope and optimism we can change 
the world”.  It is up to us to do it. 

Mulcair said Harper spreads de-
featism and sows discord; he exhorted 
us to rise above cynicism and bring in 
economic, ecological and social jus-
tice.  He said we are a country of pro-
gressives.  We believe in holding each 
other up.   This is the NDP moment!  
We will all have to work even harder 
than we have ever worked before, but 
we’re up to it.  We are strong, united 
and determined.  We can win in 2015.

The convention resolutions that 
were debated and passed included a 
wide range of measures in the seven 
broad areas.  Some of the highlights 
were rooting out and combating tax 
havens and money laundering; fending 
off attacks against trade unions; pro-
tecting supply management for farm-
ers; restoring appropriate employment 
insurance and establishing a proactive 
pay equity regime.

We voted to protect coastal marine 
areas, update Canada’s federal water 
policy, to develop a national mining 
strategy (including on conflict mining 
worldwide), to restore environmental 
protection, and to reverse changes to 
fish habitat and navigable water pro-
tection.  

MPs Randall Garrison from Esqui-
malt-Royal Roads and Victoria’s Mur-
ray Rankin (who is already a key mem-
ber of the Mulcair team) were popular 
and passionate speakers who made 
us proud to be so well represented in 
Parliament. 

Several First Nations people, in-
cluding Edith Loring-Kahanga, spoke 
eloquently in favour of a resolution 
calling for equal funding for First Na-
tion students to other students. Others 
spoke movingly in support of a resolu-
tion endorsing the aims of the Idle No 
More movement.  Both resolutions 
passed unanimously. 

Perhaps most importantly, with a 
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vote of 960 for and 188 against, con-
vention also adopted amendments to 
the preamble of the NDP constitution.  
The reference to our roots became,

“New Democrats seek a future 
which brings together the best of the 
insights and objectives of Canadians 
who, within the social democratic and 
democratic socialist traditions have 
worked through farmer, labour, co-
operative, feminist, human rights and 
environmental movements to build a 
more just, equal, and sustainable Can-
ada within a global community dedicat-
ed to the same goals.” 

Heady stuff and a heady experience 
for all convention delegates: uplifting, 
energizing and eminently hopeful.  

Federal NDP Leader Tom Mulcair speaks 
of Jack Layton’s message of love, hope  
and optimism at Montreal convention.

     Photos by Trish Richards

Victoria MP Murray Rankin (above) speaks to a motion at the NdP convention, 
and is listened to by a group of Victoria delegates (below l-r) Tony Sprackett, 
Trish Richards, Carol Judd and Jom Harvey.



FALSE WITNESS, by Eric Nelson, WEST HOUSE PUBLISHING

 This novel describes  a famous Saskatachewan murder.  A compel-
ling crime story, it reminds the reader of the infamous political 
Thatcher murder case.  Journalist Nelson has produced what will 
probably be a best seller.  A great read.

--Ron MacIsaac
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Victoria Mayor Dean Fortin

 Labour Day Picnic 
11am – 3pm, Monday Sept 2nd 

at Irving Park 
(corner of Menzies & Michigan, in James Bay) 

Everyone welcome!                    
Kids eat free! 

Live music
Kids’ activities 

Information booths 
                     

INFORMATION  -  250-384-8331 vlcbc@telus.net

Michael Eso – President            Susanne  Francoeur – Secretary           Stan Dzbik - Treasurer

By Dean Fortin

One of the biggest challenges facing us 
today is how to be progressive in times of 
austerity.  The City of Victoria has not been 
exempt from this challenge.

Victoria City Council made a commit-
ment to limit the overall tax increase in the 
City of Victoria to 3.25% each year from 
2013-2015. We recognize that financial 
prudence and certainty is important to our 
citizens, especially in our current economic 
climate. 

This spring, we undertook a budget re-
view and consultation process to identify 
options to reduce our budget and ensure 
that we met our commitment to citizens.

One option that was pushed by a group 
on Victoria City Council was to reduce or 
eliminate property tax relief to certain prop-
erties, such as those owned or occupied by 
charitable or non-profit organizations.

To ensure that this change would help 
us meet our goal of creating an affordable, 
livable city, Council held a  special meet-
ing to hear from charities and non-profit 
agencies who would be impacted by the 
changes. I expected it to be a difficult meet-
ing – but actually, it was inspiring. 

We heard from representatives from 
faith organizations, social service agencies, 
health service providers, arts groups, rec-
reation centres and youth service groups. 

The Single Parent Resource Centre 
talked about the work they do to assist 
vulnerable families and low income single 
parents in our community. The YMCA told 
us how they share the City of Victoria’s 
goal of providing for the health, welfare and 
recreational needs of our citizens. The Red 
Cross spoke of the value that they bring 
to residents through their medical equip-
ment loan program, emergency response 
and safety training. The MS Society told 

us about the counseling services, physical 
therapy and equipment that they provide 
for people with Multiple Sclerosis and their 
caregivers.

What we heard at this meeting was 
that cutting support to these organizations 
would counter our shared goal of livability. 
We heard that cutting permissive tax ex-
emptions for these groups would destabi-
lize organizations, risking service reduc-
tions, even closure.

Music halls and stages could go silent.
Others would have to divert their vol-

unteer efforts from providing services and 
supports to fundraising. 

The Scouts raise $6,000 from bottle 
drives each year – without a tax emption, 
they would be required to double their ef-
forts to raise $12,000. The Girl Guides hit 
a mark when they shared that they would 
have to sell 14,500 extra boxes of cookies 
each year to pay for the cost of their grant 
removal.

The money that some organizations 
make through thrift store sales or parking 
to support poverty relief programs and food 
banks, would be diverted to pay for the lack 
of tax exemption.

The concern was that, without sup-
port from the City through tax exemptions, 
these organizations would have to spend 
all their time raising funds instead of doing 
good work and supporting youth, families, 
the vulnerable and the ill. 

I left that Council meeting with an un-
derstanding that our city and our society 
would be a lesser place if these services, 
supports, programs and cultural activities 
were reduced. We would lose vibrancy and 
a sense of caring and community. The com-
munity would be poorer for it. 

This spring, the vote came to Council, 
and we were successful in turning back 
these proposed cuts to social services. 

Council voted to continue providing 100% 
permissive tax exemptions to non-profit 
and charitable organizations in the City of 
Victoria. In a welcome move, we allowed 
more charities to come up to the full rate of 
permissive tax exemptions.

We did make adjustments to the per-
missive exemptions for private schools. 
The City’s permissive tax exemptions for 
educational facilities will now align with 
the independent school funding from the 
Province. Educational facilities that receive 
50% of their local boards of education per 
student operating grant will receive 50% 
tax exemption from the City. Until this time, 
each of the educational properties had 
been receiving 100% exemptions. 

Over the next ten years this will result 
in an increase of $83,500 in property taxes 
from 2014-2024.

To ensure that this load does not be-
come a burden for taxpayers, permissive 
tax exemptions are capped at 1.6% of total 
property taxes. If permissive applications 
exceed the cap, all property tax exemptions 
will be reduced proportionately to accom-
modate new applicants. 

This permissive tax exemption grant 
provides tax relief to charities who own 
their properties. Unfortunately, because 
cities are prohibited from providing assis-
tance to businesses, it is not possible to 
extend the same relief to non-profit orga-
nizations who lease their space. However, 
we are proud to offer financial assistance to 
organizations through our grant programs, 
which can be found on our website at www.
victoria.ca/EN/main/community/city-grants.
html

Victoria has amazing people who are 
doing extraordinary things, and this became 
even more clear when we heard charities 
tell their stories this spring. These groups 
should be celebrated and supported. I’m 

thrilled that Council committed to continue 
providing support through tax exemptions 
for non-profit and charitable organizations 
in the City of Victoria.

At City Hall, we will continue to ex-
plore options to keep taxes affordable for 
residents, but we should not do it at the ex-
pense of the quality of life of our residents, 
the quality of our community.

Dean Fortin is mayor of the City of Victoria.

Victoria continues to support charities and non-profits

Ron reviews
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Sincerest thanks for your support.  
I am honoured to serve as your MLA  
for Victoria–Beacon Hill, and  
I look forward to our work together.

Carole James, MLA
VICTORIA–BEACON HILL 
1084 Fort Street, Victoria, BC  V8V 3K4   /   250-952-4211 

Carole.James.MLA@leg.bc.ca   /   www.CaroleJamesMLA.ca
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By Carole James

I am so very grateful for the privilege 
of serving the citizens of Victoria-Beacon 
Hill for another term. It is a real honour 
to return as your MLA and represent the 
constituents in the community where I live, 
grew up, raised my kids, and now play with 
my grandchildren. 

Congratulations to my fellow candidates 
for an excellent campaign and thank you to 
all of those who put their names forward 
to stand for elected office in our province. 
Thanks also to everybody who volunteered 
on a campaign, took time to participate in a 
forum, or shared with me their issues and 
concerns. 

Over the course of the 28 days, I knocked 
on thousands of doors and connected with 
as many residents as I could.

Many told me that they felt disengaged 
from the democratic systems currently 
in place. A healthy democracy thrives 
when citizens are actively involved, and I 
want to explore ideas and approaches to 
increase participation and engagement in 
our democratic process. I am committed 
to building greater trust between the public 
and our elected representatives at all 
levels. 

My priorities for the next four years 
include working with constituents and 
community partners to build on our 
exceptional community strengths. Victoria-
Beacon Hill is a place where citizens 
are active and engaged. We care about 
the environment and possess a strong 
entrepreneurial spirit that thrives in our 
small and home-based businesses. We 
value quality public services including 
education and health care, and we not only 
support but want to strengthen our social 
services and not for profit sectors. 

We must work together to find 
solutions for our challenges. Affordability, 
homelessness, inequality, better public 
transit, seniors care, protecting our 
environment, and supporting our vital small 
businesses are just some of the key issues 
that I will be working to address in the 
months ahead. 

I hope you will be part of the solution, 
and I encourage you to share with me 
your ideas and your perspectives on the 
challenges that lay ahead. Our community 

will be stronger if we work together, and 
I am committed to building bridges and 
opening doors to make life better and more 
affordable for our citizens. 

 My community office at 1084 Fort 
Street in Victoria has returned to regular 
operating hours, and my staff is available to 
help you with issues and concerns. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact us at 250-952-
4211 if we can assist you with access to 
government services or any questions you 
have about programs. 

Victoria-Beacon Hill 
elects new executive

The Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP has 
elected a new executive that builds on 
the new energy that came into the con-
stituency association as the result of the 
recent election campaign.

Marilyn Callahan was returned for a 
second year as president, and the exec-
utive contains many new members who 
played active roles in the recent cam-
paign. 

“We are disappointed with the pro-
vincial results, but our campaign in Vic-
toria-Beacon Hill was one of the best I 
have ever been involved in,” MLA Carole 
James told the annual general meeting 
in late June at James Bay New Horizons.

“We faced a strong challenge in Vic-
toria-Beacon Hill, but we more than met 
that challenge with a great team of volun-
teers that not only worked hard but had 
fun along the way. That energy will help 
sustain me as I deal with the challenges 
of standing up for our community in the 
legislature.”

James has been appointed as critic 
for children and family development in 
the new legislature, and she promised to 
work hard to bring the issues associated 
with this ministry to the attention of the 
public and the government.

“I’m glad to see so many new faces in 
our executive and our association. This 
gives me confidence about the future of 
our party,” James said.

  --Chris Gainor

MLA James thanks all candidates and 
supporters for a great election campaign

The Victoria Federal NDP held its An-
nual General Meeting Sunday, June 10.  
Although it was a beautiful day, there still 
was a large turn-out, once again showing 
the high level of engagement of Victoria’s 
New Democrats.  

President Erik Kaye gave an overview 
of the past year’s events.  He highlighted 
the resignation of former MP Denise Savoie 
in August 2012, and paid tribute to her very 
important work.  Then he spoke about the 
exciting nomination race and meeting in 
September/October 2012, resulting in the 
nomination of Murray Rankin.  

Turning to the by-election in October/
November which led to the election of 
Rankin as Victoria’s newest Member of 
Parliament, Kaye acknowledged Rankin’s 
strong performance thus far.  

This was Kaye’s last report as president 
of the Victoria Federal NDP, as he chose 
not to stand  for re-election this year, after 
three years in the position. However, he  
will continue to serve on the executive as 
past president.

 On behalf of the members of the riding 
executive and the membership as a whole, 
incoming president Kelly Newhook thanked 
Kaye for all of his hard work and years of 
service as president.  She pointed out that 
he had given countless hours of his time to 
ensuring the strength of the riding and that 
his contribution cannot be underestimated.  

The AGM continued with a report from 
Tony Sprackett, Victoria’s financial agent.  
The Victoria NDP association is in good 
financial shape, especially considering the 
many events over the past year.  Sprackett 
is another member of the group who has 
volunteered untold hours of his own time, 
and Newhok suggested that the organiza-
tion  is extremely fortunate that he is willing 
to serve as financial agent for another year.

Victoria’s new MP for Victoria, Murray 
Rankin, reported out on the happenings in 
Ottawa.  He has been enjoying his position 
as the National Revenue critic and the op-
portunity to sit on the Finance Committee, 
which has allowed him to really focus on 
the tax havens issue, ensur-
ing everyone is paying their 
fair share.  He spoke to the 
Senate expense scandal and 
the $90,000 payment issue; 
his contribution to Thomas 
Mulcair’s approach in ques-
tion period and how he feels 
the NDP team and Thomas 
Mulcair have been perform-
ing very well as opposition.  

Rankin has been spend-
ing most weekends in Victo-
ria and is looking forward to 
connecting with and hearing 
more from his constituents, 
as he attends many exciting 
local activities in Victoria over 
the summer months.  

Romeo Saganash, MP for 
Abitibi—Baie-James—Nun-
avik—Eeyou was the hon-

A new executive was chosen by Victoria Federal NDP members at their Annual Gen-
eral Meeting June 10.  They are left to right, front row: Jim Harvey, Diane McNally, 
Tamara Malczewska, Kelly Newhook, Lori McElroy, Tony Sprackett; back row: Lo-
gan Richards, Darcy Lindberg, Rick Infanti, Erik Kaye, Noah Ferguson.

Newhook elected president of 
Victoria Federal NDP at AGM

oured guest speaker for the event.
Saganash opened his speech by 

speaking in Cree and acknowledging that 
the meeting was taking place on Coast Sal-
ish territory.   He spoke briefly about his life 
experience. He was raised in the bush in 
his early years, then was sent to residen-
tial school, after which he went back to his 
home community. 

In 1985, a local chief asked him to 
come to a conference in Montreal about 
treaty and land issues. This started a voy-
age of working on First Nations issues; he 
became deputy grand chief of the Cree dur-
ing the time of the Meech Lake Accord and 
the Oka crisis.  He also worked intensively 
for many years on the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous People which was 
finally adopted in 2007.  

Saganash stated he believes the NDP 
is the only party that is able to take a prin-
cipled stand on First Nations and some of 
this he attributed to the work Jack Layton 
did on the ground with many First Nations 
people across the country, including with 
himself.  He believes the NDP needs to 
renew relationships between Canada and 
aboriginal peoples/First Nations. 

He finished by praising the current NDP 
caucus and describing it as the “greatest 
caucus in our political history”; lauding the 
diversity and many young Quebec mem-
bers.   His speech was memorable and in-
spiring.

The meeting ended with the elec-
tion of the new executive: president, Kelly 
Newhook; vice-president – Jim Harvey; 
secretay, Shannon Ash; treasurer, Tony 
Sprackett; past president, Erik Kaye;  
members-at-large: Logan Richards, Darcy 
Lindberg, Rick Infanti, Geraldine Glattstein, 
Tamara Malczewska, Lori McElroy, Diane 
McNally, Marianne Alto, and Noah Fergu-
son.

  --Kelly Newhook
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By Starla Anderson

Jessica Van der Veen received a standing ovation and a richness of accolades at the 
Oak Bay-Gordon Head NDP Constituency Association’s AGM on June 26.   

Van der Veen’s contributions to the constituency as a candidate and to her community 
as an activist are recognized even beyond partisan boundaries.  Whether as a member of 
the Arts Advisory Council to the Capital Regional District, a lobbyist to protect public lands 
and urban green spaces, or stopping the sell-off of Oak Bay Lodge and Mount Tolmie Hos-
pital, her skills as a public speaker and her talents as a negotiator have made a palpable 
difference in the lives of citizens in this region—and indeed across the province.

Outgoing Oak Bay-Gordon Head NDP president, Keith Todd, who was not able to be 
at the AGM, sent a letter to members that included a warm message to Jessica:  “To our  
‘Tireless campaigner, our candidate Jessica Van der Veen’ whose kindred spirit kept us 
going with kind words to boost morale or just that pat on the back or a quick hug that re-
minded us yes, we are doing the right thing, thank you.”  

Newly elected president, Michael Lloyd, who has a lifetime of experience in the world 
of politics as the son of former Saskatchewan premier Woodrow Lloyd, concurred,  “We 
couldn’t have asked for a better candidate than Jessica.  She put her heart and soul into 
her candidacy for more than five years.”

Van der Veen’s Candidate’s Report illustrates her generosity of spirit and continued 
commitment to the values and principles that she shares with fellow NDPers.  Here are 
some excerpts from her report: 

“I cannot thank everyone individually or thank everyone enough.  Those who door-
knocked in all weather; those who made endless phone calls; those who helped stuff 
envelopes; those who donated generously...I’d like to especially mention those who took 
on the responsibility of serving on the executive...we were working at a pitch for four years, 
which was unprecedented, and you all conducted yourselves with grace and generosity... 

“Friends, I have searched my soul and I am really convinced we could not have worked 
harder than we did.  I knocked on 7,000 doors between January and May 15 and I had 
already knocked on another 3,000 doors.  I went to every meeting, consultation and brief-
ing I could find for four years and longer.  We raised funds and increased our membership 
by 56% in Oak Bay-Gordon Head.  And you all came and volunteered and donated and 
extended yourselves over and over...

“Sometimes we get caught on the tide of history, and so it was here.  We were caught 
on a wave of something new, shiny and unsullied, and we weren’t going to beat it.”  [The 
Green Party] 

“Now, we turn our attention to the future and to those who need us more than ever to 
keep fighting—the children, the elders, the trees and air and land and especially our fresh 
water, which is an urgent challenge in the coming decade.

“We will go on because we must, because we are needed—to be the voice of health 
care, education, stewardship of the environment, and, indeed, of fiscal responsibility, 
which has been made into a farce by the right in this country.   We will speak out, and we 
will continue to work to make government because our great-grandchildren are coming 
and we already love them.”

Treasurer Jamie Dopp also was not able to be at this AGM but his report showed that 
the Oak Bay-Gordon Head Constituency Association has no debt from the campaign.  Pre-
campaign donations from within the membership and others who supported Van der Veen, 
as well as contributions from provincial office and labour groups, enabled the campaign 
team to “hit the ground running” when the writ was dropped.   Generous contributions from 
individuals raised the election campaign tally higher than ever before and this constituency 
association is in excellent shape for moving forward.

When nominations opened to fill executive positions for the coming year, only one 
member-at-large position was left open at the end of the election.  And this would have 
been filled except that a new member who wants the position has to wait to fill the three-
month membership requirement.    

The new executive is made up of experienced men and women and those who are 
signing on for the first time—and as well as a range of ages, there will be some ethnic 
diversity.  New—and youthful—NDP activists have emerged from the recent campaign.

In conversation with Michael Lloyd, it is evident that much wisdom comes from a life-
time of political experience that this newly elected president brings with him from Sas-
katchewan, Alberta, and his 10 years in British Columbia.

Lloyd said, “We had a defeat of expectation but not a real defeat—we still have con-
siderable strength. We will find our voice, speak up and take action—we need to rise up 
to meet our challenges and to find a way around the obstacles.  We have to be creative 
and it’s okay to be confused as we’re considering new ideas.  A period of uncertainty is a 
good thing.  As Canada’s first Parliamentary Budget Officer, Kevin Page, has said, ‘During 
crisis, there is an opportunity to solve problems.’   So there is work to be done . . . there 
are many who don’t relate to the political spectrum as it is and we need to do things other 
than ask people for money.  Right now we’re tired—we need to rest through the summer 
and then get on with it!”

This article is about a passionate NDP candidate and the team who supported her ef-
forts to defeat a longtime Liberal MLA as well as the Green Party phenomena.  As such, 
Van der Veen will get the final words—the following statements are in response to ques-
tions from Lower Island News:

Do you think you were “out-greened” by Andrew Weaver despite the fact that you have 
dedicated your efforts to sustainability and have an excellent platform on environmental 
issues?

“Thank you for acknowledging my efforts on sustainability and protecting public as-
sets.   Andrew Weaver’s environmental credentials are impressive and branding is power-
ful but issues are complex and all or nothing thinking is clouding our ability to think critically 
about public issues.   For example, I disagree with Weaver’s support of run-of-river dams 
and when we speak against one form of alternative energy such as run-of-river dams, it 
is too easy for our opponents to accuse us of being anti-alternative energy in all its forms. 

“The NDP originally envisioned a few small dams to help remote areas get off diesel.  
There was no need to damage and privatize 75 rivers and streams to generate power.  In 
fact, we have no power shortage in BC.  The Liberals were importing dirty coal power from 
Alberta to flip it over the border for a quick profit and pretended we were short of power.  
We aren’t and won’t be for a while.  If we retrofit, we can extend our use of current clean 
energy sources and make thoughtful decisions about alternative energy.  All or nothing 
thinking is a plague on democratic discourse and gives too much power to branding.”

Do you feel betrayed by the Green Party in some respects—the fact that some guy got 
to ride in on a horse and take the riding when you’d done the sludge-work pounding the 
pavement many, many times?

“Not at all.   My Green opponent, a former BC Liberal supporter, is ideologically differ-
ent from me and from the NDP.  My hard work was just one factor of many for the voters to 
consider. This is a democracy and must include all comers.  Naturally I was disappointed, 
but you play the hand you are dealt.  We must understand that our lives are always a com-
bination of luck and merit—we owe ourselves and others compassion and understanding.  
I was unlucky this time despite all the hard work.  The citizens made their choice.”

Final reflections?
“I worked full-out for several years—especially in terms of developing a broad under-

standing of policies in multiple ministries.  I had many briefings from retired civil servants 
who were generous with their time and expertise.  I went to hundreds of public meetings.  
I knocked on 10,000 doors over the 18 months before the election.  The good thing about 
that is that I know I could not have done one more thing—I have peace of mind.

“I felt called so it didn’t feel like a big sacrifice to be a candidate. You gain so much 
from an experience like this—I learned so much and have been enriched by the kindness, 
generosity and determination of fellow travellers.  I can never say enough good things 
about our constituency executive, our members and the citizens I met. 

“It’s now time to move on with my life.  I am open to work opportunities.  It’s funny be-
cause being a candidate is a daily exercise in facing fear, doubt and the unknown.  It gave 
me the tools I need to go through this transition.”

Starla Anderson is a former teacher and local NDP activist.

 

Standing ovation for Jessica Van der Veen at AGM

Jessica Van der Veen (R) receives a hug from one of her admirers at the Oak Bay-
Gordon Head NDP AGM, where she gave her Candidate’s Report.

              Photos by Jack Greenwell

After the meeting, Van der Veen chats with Jeremy Long 

Ron MacIsaac, who writes the smart 
miniature book reviews in LIN, has gained 
wider recognition. 

On July 4, Vancouver Island University 
in Nanaimo awarded him the honorary de-
gree of doctor of laws.  

MacIsaac is a path finding lawyer, civil 
rights defender, tree protector and Victoria 
TV host.

When our surviving patches of old-
growth forest were under even sharper at-
tack than they are now, MacIsaac echoed 
the voices of the men and women who 
blocked the logging bulldozers with their 
bodies. 

He  put together a book entitled Clayo-
quot Mass Trials, which helped soften the 
chop-it-all-down impulse. 

MacIsaac successfully defended Je-
hovah’s Witnesses against a religiously-
loaded law about obstructing the sidewalk, 
and cleared a financially-short client from a 
piracy charge after the client had sneaked 
away Alert Bay’s hospital boat for a ride 
home.

“I lent him my suit while I wore my black 
robes,” Ron recalls. 

Ron MacIsaac wore a kilt for the degree-
presentation that honoured his achieve-
ments.             --G.E. Mortimore

Congrats to a defender of trees and human rights 
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COMMENTARY ON THE BC ELECTION

By Barry Weisleder

The obvious lesson from the May 27 
British Columbia provincial election is 
“don’t trust opinion polls”. But what can we 
learn from the NDP campaign, besides the 
fact that the Toronto Maple Leafs is not the 
only team capable of blowing a huge lead 
late in the game? *

Consider the observation of Tara Eh-
rcke, president of the Victoria Teachers’ 
Association (affiliate of the BC Teachers’ 
Federation), “My greatest disappointment 
about this election was not the outcome, 
but the fact that not a single party stood up 
and spoke out for a radical re-evaluation of 
the massive inequity in our society. No po-
litical party really spoke to the need to tax 
the wealthy and to reinvest that money in 
services that benefit everyone, collectively. 
Like every election in my adult memory 
(back to the Premier Bill Vander Zalm days 
of the 80s), the debate was between a neo-
liberal party of the right, and an NDP try-
ing to be a Blairite party of the centre who 
speaks left to a left audience, right to a right 
audience, and promises nothing to anyone 
for fear someone might not like it.”

Reporter Justine Hunter wrote in the 
May 16 Globe and Mail (BC Edition): “Over 
his two years as leader, Mr. Dix developed 
an agenda that was designed not to spook 
voters. The slogan was change, “one prac-
tical step at a time”. He courted the busi-
ness community with the promise that he 
would not try to move too fast.

“It was a bad campaign,” said Innovative 
Research pollster Greg Lyle, a former Lib-

eral campaign manager. The New Demo-
crats were offering incremental change that 
was hard for voters to get excited about, he 
said. “He could have built a movement for 
a compassionate revolution.” Instead, he 
mounted a defensive campaign aimed at 
holding a perceived lead in the polls.

“It was a fundamental error, believing 
that their vote was solid.”

Thomas Walkom, Toronto Star colum-
nist, put it best on May 16.  He wrote: 

“British Columbia’s election was many 
things...it was also a test run for the new, 
moderate, incrementalist NDP — the NDP 
that, in its federal form, Jack Layton re-
fashioned and Tom Mulcair inherited. In-
deed, three members of Layton’s brain 
trust — Brian Topp, Brad Lavigne and Anne 
McGrath — held key positions in the cam-
paign. 

“So the fact that this new, moderate 
NDP managed to lose badly in BC — in 
spite of its early and overwhelming lead 
in the polls, in spite of voter fatigue with 
Clark’s Liberals — casts a long shadow. 

“The NDP was determined to portray 
itself as bland. Dix may have been Glen 
Clark’s chief of staff during the tumultuous 
’90s. But his campaign motto this time was 
minimalist: ‘one practical step at a time’.

“His promises — such as one to ensure 
that nursing home residents receive two 
rather than just one bath a week — were 
underwhelming. It was at its core a strange-
ly defensive campaign, as if the NDP were 
saying to voters: ‘We know you’re sick of 
the Liberals and wary of us. But don’t be 
frightened. You can vote for us without fear 

of our doing much.’
“To that end, Dix presented himself in 

his stump speeches as soft spoken, amia-
ble and cautious. His message was: under 
the NDP, things will change but marginally. 
The strategy didn’t work. 

“First, the NDP can’t escape its own 
past. By any reasonable standard, it 
ceased to be a socialist party long ago. But 
no matter how many times it tries to purge 
its constitution of anti-capitalist language, a 
good many voters still view it as a party of 
the left. 

“Christy Clark’s Liberals seized on 
this... My guess is that the New Democrats 
nationally will run into the same problem 
during the 2015 federal election campaign. 
It will be difficult to convince those who mis-
trust left-wing parties that the new, moder-
ate NDP has changed its spots. 

“Second, by focusing on incremental-
ism, Dix gave BC voters few positive rea-
sons to vote NDP. The centrepiece of the 
party platform was the worthy issue of skills 
training. But Clark’s Liberals offered educa-
tion goodies, too.

“Andrea Horwath’s Ontario New Demo-
crats, who prefer equally bite-size pieces of 
practical policy to broad vision might want 
to reflect on Dix’s failure here.”

That brings us to the budget of the On-
tario Liberal minority government, which 
Ontario NDP Leader Andrea Horwath de-
cided to support in the third week of May.  

Let’s be clear. Ontario Premier Kath-
ryn Wynne’s budget is a capitalist austerity 
budget.  There is a 1% cap in annual pro-
gram spending; a 3% allowable annual rise 

in tuition fees; zero growth in hospital base 
funding; 2% growth in annual health care 
spending; $100 increase in the monthly 
Ontario Child Benefit (instead of the $200 
promised in the Liberal poverty reduction 
plan), and income testing of seniors’ drug 
costs.  A 1% hike in social assistance rates; 
0% increase in the minimum wage.  And, of 
course, all of this is built on a 2 year wage 
freeze across the public service, and on 
the imposition of unjust terms and condi-
tions forced on Ontario education workers, 
including suspension of collective bargain-
ing and the right to strike.  A working class 
party that supports such an agenda ends 
up paying a big political price. Just ask Bob 
Rae. 

For what they’re worth, the latest opin-
ion polls, following NDP endorsement of 
the budget, show the Liberals up, and the 
NDP dropping into third place, well behind 
the Tories. The NDP Socialist Caucus slo-
gan sums it up best:  To survive, the NDP 
must turn left.

* If the judicial recount confirms the NDP win in 
Coquitlam-Maillardville, the BC Liberals will end 
up with 49 seats in the legislature, the NDP 34, 
and the Greens and independent Vicki Hunting-
ton one each.
The result would be almost identical to 2009, 
when the B.C. Liberals won 49 seats, the NDP 
35, and Huntington won in Delta South. The fi-
nal popular vote breakdown was: B.C. Liberals 
44.14 per cent; NDP 39.71 per cent; Greens 8.13 
per cent and Conservatives 4.76 per cent.

Barry Weisleder is chair of the NDP Socialist Caucus. 

BC election, Ontario budget show failure of NDP “moderation”

By Tim Pheotist

Who do you think is to blame for the 
fact that, once again, British Columbia has 
voted against its best interests?

This writer will leave it to the politicos 
and pundits to continue to excuse and ana-
lyze. Hopefully justice will be done and for 
those who feel guilty – the NDP voters who 
forgot/didn’t vote ?? Those who believed 
Ms. Clark will make them rich?? -  a com-
mitment to do better next time, perhaps.

Again, the frustrating and unenviable 

task of mounting and maintaining opposi-
tion to a regressive BC Liberal government 
falls to the better party – the BC NDP.

The BC NDP was led with skill and in-
tellectual honesty and supporters can be 
proud of the message that they carried. It’s 
a progressive message that can pave the 
road to a better and fairer future for British 
Columbians.

But, speaking of paving roads, let’s be 
clear about the road down which BC Liber-
als are now dragging us. Actually it’s not so 
much a road as a slippery slope.

It’s a route slick with the political rheto-
ric of Big Oil. Our drivers for the next few 
years are natural Gas Bags, ignorant of the 
economic and social consequences of their 
“wanna be” laissez faire policies. We’re be-
ing led, at full speed, down an economic cul 
de sac.

The BC Liberal roadshow has hardly 
bothered to take a breath, post election. 
Mistaking the force of economic gravity for 
a following wind, our new government re-
minds us that we are all Capitalists now. 

But here’s a simple economic reminder 
to those who believe they are skidding to a 
richer life along the Liberal oil slick.

Remember your high school economic 
history. There are two components to our 
system. Capital and Labour.

If you are working for a wage – how-
ever fat your paycheck - you are a labourer. 
That means that you are not a controller of 
capital. In our unique era of global capital 
movement and accumulation you can nev-
er expect to access, control or fairly distrib-
ute capital accumulation, to the advantage 
of society, or yourself, if you vote for gov-
ernments that exclusively represent today’s 
capital groupings. These governments, by 
their very existence, do not hold the inter-
ests of labour and working people as any-

thing but a costly nuisance. 
The BC Liberal party represents mo-

nopolistic business and capital accumu-
lation. It’s no secret that today’s capital 
groupings and accumulations are unlikely 
to be significantly invested in British Co-
lumbia – apart from paying for the short 
term construction of oil and gas pipelines. 
The fruits of your labour will be rapidly ex-
ported to lands and banks far beyond the 
borders of Canada and north America.

Don’t believe it? Still think BC Liber-
als will make you rich? Still think you’re a 
latent capitalist? So why has your Liberal 
government been crying poor for the past 
13 years? Why are your taxes no lower? 
Why are more people without homes and 
food? Why are more people without ade-
quate healthcare? Why is basic education 
increasingly unaffordable?

All of these “economic miracles” have 
happened during the past 13 years of BC 
Liberal government.

It’s time to pay attention and under-
stand what needs to be done. It’s time to 
understand that the potential force of the 
BC NDP Opposition is significant. The ac-
tions and publicly stated pro- labour opin-
ions of working people will slow, and often 
reverse the capital funded policies of the 
new Liberal government.

So it’s four more years of campaigning 
and protesting if the people dying on the 
streets today are to have a chance of be-
ing housed tomorrow. Don’t imagine BC’s 
Liberals or Canada’s Conservatives will 
voluntarily part with a penny if that penny 
can be exported and banked anywhere 
but Canada.

The Nobel prize winning economist, 
Paul Krugman, very recently spoke in 
Canada. He noted that if Canada has 
had any success at all in avoiding some 
of the worst effects of the current global 
economic disaster it has been because 
“Canada is basically a more humane so-
ciety. That has meant the suffering has 
been far less.”

Canada’s Conservative government 
has no intention of being labelled “hu-
mane”. That’s not at all what its pay-mas-
ters want to hear. Nor is it what BC’s Lib-
eral government wants to be known for.

Certainly economic and social policies 
that do not support a humane society, with 
care and concern for all people, whatever 
their circumstance, is doomed to failure, 
regardless of the depth and value of the 

oil wells. 
As Krugman noted, it’s the “humane” el-

ement in Canadian society that has limited 
its exposure to some of the most dire ef-
fects of the present global economic down-
turn. We need to constantly remind our 
governments of this humane “competitive 
advantage”.

So much for the “slippery slopes” of un-
regulated commercialism, corporatism, and 
banksterism.

Now for the road to Hell – paved with 
Green intentions.

A unique event marked this recent BC 
election. A Green party MLA was elected in 
the province. Congratulations to this lone 
member.

But now it’s time to look closely at what 
this means. What does the Green party/
MLA bring to the table? 

A concern for today’s disadvantaged 
in the province? Carefully considered eco-
nomic analysis and policy? Properly distrib-
uted tax revenues? Broad education and 
healthcare proposals? Costed and afford-
able housing and childcare policies? Sup-
port of working people seeking a fair wage 
for a day’s work? Practical concern for the 
difficulties faced by indigenous peoples?

Really the Green party doesn’t have 
much to say about these issues. But these 
issues are the questions that must be ad-
dressed if Canada is to maintain its “com-
petitive advantage” as Krugman’s  “hu-
mane society”.  

Mr. Green, it’s not enough to computer-
model the effects of ‘greenhouse gases’ 
in the atmosphere three generations from 
now if the price is the neglect of today’s liv-
ing generations.

The ‘good and Green’ intentions are 
only useful if they don’t result in a road to 
Hell. The narrow and pedantic focus of too 
many Green voters certainly results in a liv-
ing hell for those whose needs are ignored 
by advocates seemingly solely interested 
only in tomorrow’s atmosphere.

Today’s lives matter, Mr. Green. The 
campaign’s over. Now is the time to dem-
onstrate whether or not your passion for 
pollutant-free air tomorrow can be satisfied 
without robbing the poor and subsidizing 
the wealthy today. 

So far it seems that your ‘good inten-
tions’ may well pave the road to Hell for 
many and it also seems you might be a little 
too comfortable to be joining on the journey. 

The road to Hell is paved with...Green Intentions?
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is indicative, there will be an element of 
intimidation at work. The person chairing 
the convention will likely make it a standing 
vote. Delegates vote by standing up to vote, 
rather than by raising a hand -- never mind 
having a secret ballot. Thus, delegates who 
want to vote against the merger package 
will find themselves having to stand up with 
the eyes of everyone in the room glaring 
at them.

These things must be stressed because 
the process reveals that there will be a real 
absence of democracy in the new union 
which structurally, and in practice, will per-
petuate the absence of meaningful democ-
racy -- which has been absent in the CAW 
at the national level since its inception, 
exemplified by the fact that, at the CAW’s 
national council meetings, not one recom-
mendation of the national president has 
been voted down since 1992.

Consistent with all of this, another thing 
is noteworthy. Back in 1985, when the then 
Canadian Region of the UAW broke from 
the UAW to form the CAW, large general 
membership meetings were held where 
the union’s rank and file could go to mi-
crophones and express their views without 
facing a wall of intimidation. They actually 
debated the issue of forming a new union, 
and then voted on it. The vote was by a 
show of hands, not forcing people to stand 
up to vote. Nothing comparable is happen-
ing this time around.

By Bruce Allen

At the end of August 2013 a new union, 
called Unifor, will be launched in Canada 
with a membership of over 300,000 work-
ers.  At a convention in Toronto, the Ca-
nadian Autoworkers (CAW) and the Com-
munications, Energy and Paperworkers 
(CEP), will officially merge, creating the 
largest private sector union in the country.

Ostensibly, Unifor will be more power-
ful and influential than either of its found-
ing parts. It will have more members and 
more resources at its disposal. But that 
means only that it has potentially greater 
power and influence. The merger in no way 
guarantees that these qualities will be fully 
realized. 

Size is certainly not synonymous with 
effectiveness. In fact, increasingly there 
are compelling reasons to view this merger 
with considerable apprehension. In fact, 
the more one sees of this merger and the 
process giving rise to it, the more there is 
cause for concern. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in 
the merger process.  A short time ago CAW 
National President Ken Lewenza, when 
interviewed by the Windsor Star, had the 
audacity to claim the merger process could 
not be more open and transparent.  

If he actually believes that, he has a 
unique concept of openness and transpar-
ency. CAW rank and file members have 
next to no idea what is going on. Even lo-
cal CAW leaders have largely been left in 
the dark until very recently.  Many readily 
acknowledge this.

The merger process has in fact been 
driven from the very top of the two unions 
downwards and effectively shaped behind 
closed doors.  Few even know who are the 
people on the committees which have been 

assembling the terms of merger of the two 
unions.  Certainly the rank and file have not 
in any way shaped the process, nor have 
local union leaders. The bureaucracies of 
the two unions have exclusively shaped the 
process. 

Only now are they engaging, in a very 
limited and controlled way, local union lead-
ers and members via a series of informa-
tion meetings and a conference call. The 
membership has essentially been told they 
can’t just show up at a meeting of their 
own union to discuss the new union they 
are about to become members of, and pay 
union dues to, and be profoundly affected 
by.

Consider the following. Initially, 14 in-
formation meetings about the merger were 
scheduled to take place across Canada.  
Half were in Ontario.  Only one meeting 
each was held in the provinces of BC, Al-
berta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Quebec, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.  None 
was held in Prince Edward Island and New-
foundland and Labrador.  This was hardly 
conducive to accessibility and transpar-
ency.

But the most damning thing is that nei-
ther individual members nor local unions 
can send resolutions to the founding con-
vention of the new union. What this ef-
fectively means is that the bureaucracy 
of these two unions is going to present a 
complete merger package to the delegates 
to the founding convention. Basically, the 
delegates will be told to take it, in its en-
tirety, or leave it. Thus, the delegates cho-
sen by the membership will have a choice 
between rubber stamping the entire merger 
package, or voting against it and effectively 
scuttling the merger.

This is not the worst of it. When the criti-
cal vote is held, if brutal past experience 

CAW-CEP Merger – Undemocratic from the start
What this reveals is a considerable 

regression in terms of there being democ-
racy within the union. What this shows is 
that rather than moving towards a stronger, 
more influential and democratic organiza-
tion, what is emerging is one big unac-
countable, self-perpetuating, privileged bu-
reaucracy over which the rank and file will 
have very little control.  

Despite this generally bleak picture, 
there is some reason for hope.  That hope 
lies in the fact that this union is being arbi-
trarily cobbled together by the bureaucra-
cies of the two unions with huge unresolved 
issues.

Foremost among these is the question 
of political action, which centres on the fu-
ture relationship to the NDP. They have no 
answer for this question and it is certain to 
spark intense debate.I am hoping this de-
bate will lead to what veteran CAW and so-
cialist militant Joe Flexer used to call “an 
outbreak of democracy”. 

The task then will be to pour gasoline 
on the fire and break things wide open. 
That opening should include challeng-
ing the longstanding embrace of contract 
concessions by both organizations, and 
the tepid, selective support given to social 
movements resisting the austerity agenda.

Only if these things are done will the 
merger constitute a historic step forward for 
the labour movement. It is imperative that 
they are done.

By Charley Beresford

In April this year, three Canadian pre-
miers met with media to provide an update 
on interprovincial efforts to develop a na-
tional energy strategy. While their update 
on the Council of the Federation’s plans 
opened a needed window on the negotia-
tions, missing from public discussions so 
far is any reference to the stakes -- and po-
tential roles -- for municipalities in a Cana-
dian energy strategy.

There are strong arguments for munici-
palities becoming a bigger part of this pro-
cess. Rising public sector energy costs and 
community energy security questions -- as 
well as local economic and environmental 
concerns related to energy use, production 
and transportation -- mean that municipali-
ties have important interests in the direction 
of energy policy in Canada. 

Energy security is an area of growing 
concern for local governments and Cana-
dian communities. Dependence on import-
ed oil leaves public sector organizations, 
businesses and residents susceptible to 
fluctuating prices and concerns about sup-
ply security. And energy poverty -- when 
households spend over 10 per cent of in-
come on energy costs -- is a direct problem 
for a growing number of Canadians. 

Globally, many countries are already in 
the process of planned transitions to more 
sustainable, locally-based and ultimately 
more secure national energy systems. Mu-
nicipalities are key players in many of these 
transitions. Renewable and district energy 
projects by municipalities are an important 
component of Germany’s transition towards 
an 80 percent renewable-based energy 
system by 2050. In Denmark, municipali-
ties have played an important role in that 
country’s renewable energy and energy 
efficiency success through the nationwide 
development of district energy systems 
by local authorities and through municipal 
leadership in wind and renewable electric-
ity generation

Energy use is deeply intertwined with 
climate change.  In April, the same month 
the three premiers were talking about the 

government.
Municipalities stand to benefit from a 

policy framework that encourages clean 
energy development, green technologies 
and energy conservation. Canada has 
abundant renewable and hydrocarbon 
resources, and energy exports are an im-
portant part of our economy. However, 
the ways we produce and use energy are 
changing. 

Alternative, renewable and low-carbon 
energy production is rapidly growing. This 
is a global transformation, and without 
concerted action, Canada risks being left 
behind. Jobs and economic activity in the 
clean energy sector are increasing, and 
a comprehensive national energy strat-
egy could help municipalities capitalize on 
these new opportunities. 

A 2012 report by the National Round 
Table on the Environment and the Econo-
my assesses the current value of Canada’s 
green low-carbon goods and services mar-
ket at about $8 billion, and notes it could 
grow to $60 billion by 2050 with supportive 
policies. Diversifying Canada’s economy 
into these sectors could help reduce our 
country’s vulnerability to the cyclical ups 
and downs of global commodities markets, 
and reduce the incidence of hardship in our 
communities.

 The premiers present for the April 2013 
announcement referenced ongoing work 
with provincial and territorial energy minis-
ters to refine a plan for the Council of the 
Federation’s July 24, 2013 meeting with na-
tional public consultations to follow.  

The plan to develop a national energy 
strategy is clearly a step in the right direc-
tion.   An overarching vision to encourage 
cooperation toward common goals, such as 
climate change mitigation, energy security, 
environmental sustainability and a more 
diversified economy will benefit all Canadi-
ans.  It will be a stronger vision if Canada’s 
municipal governments, which have  high 
stakes in the outcome and important exper-
tise to contribute, are part of the process.

Charley Beresford is executive director of the 
Columbia Institute and writes regularly about cli-
mate issues.

Canada’s energy strategy: it’s not 
just a federal-provincial issue
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Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats

Watch for details to come about our

Annual Barbecue
Find us at http://vbhndp.bc.ca/

Friend our Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP Facebook Page
Follow us on Twitter: @BeaconHillNDP

Call us at  250-386-8497

By Diane McNally

This information was previously posted 
in slightly different form in my BC Education 
and School Board governance blog, Lined 
Paper. The blog posts in the category “The 
Record Off The Record” are  my personal 
record of, and commentary on, Board and 
Standing Committee meetings in School 
District 61 (Esquimalt, Oak Bay, Victoria, 
View Royal and a portion of Saanich and 
Highlands ). 

To read the “official” approved minutes 
of Board and Standing Committee  meet-
ings, go to the School District 61 website 
for the drop-down menu under “Board of 
Education”.  The Education Policy Devel-
opment Standing Committee is posted 
as “Education Meetings”; the Operations 
Policy and Planning Standing Committee is 
posted as “Operations Meetings”. Minutes 
of each meeting need to be approved offi-
cially at the next meeting of the same com-
mittee, so  official minutes are posted on-
line generally one month after the meeting. 

Reports from School District 61 Greater 
Victoria In Camera (non-public) meetings 
are posted on the Board meeting page as 
“Section 72 Reports”. 

“Section 72” refers to Section 72 (3) of 
the BC School Act which states, “A board 
must prepare a record containing a general 
statement as to the nature of the matters 
discussed and the general nature of the 
decisions reached at a meeting from which 
persons other than trustees or officers of 
the board, or both, were excluded, and the 
record must be open for inspection at all 
reasonable times by any person, who may 
make copies and extracts on payment of a 
fee set by the board.” 

The meeting schedule for all public 
meetings of the Board of Education for 
School District 61 is posted on the District 
Calendar.  In Camera meetings are not 
listed. 

Newly elected school trustees in Brit-
ish Columbia are told in BC School Trust-
ees Association seminars and by many 
trustee colleagues -- some seemingly in 
lifetime positions -- that “The Board speaks 
with one voice,” and it’s clear that what is 
meant is “Don’t express a dissenting opin-
ion in public; don’t rock this boat.”  I’ve been 
told on occasion to resign if I don’t agree 
with the majority position. What happened 
to “changing the system from within”? And 
resigning, besides being a betrayal of the 

voters who elected me, and my own prin-
ciples, would bring on a costly by-election.

And then there are the “no voice” secret 
In Camera meetings, held before almost 
every public meeting. (My blog tracks the 
hours spent in in camera and public meet-
ings.)

There are valid reasons for in camera 
meetings and for not reporting publicly on 
details of some ongoing land-related is-
sues, personal details protected by pri-
vacy legislation, and legal information, the 
well-known trio “land, legal and personnel”. 
However, given the lax provisions for re-
stricting what may be discussed in In Cam-
era  meetings at the School Board level of 
civic governance (some have called this 
the lowest rung of civic governance), the 
opportunity for abuse is apparent.  And any 
trustee who lets you know about it is in line 
for discipline by the majority.

On occasion a Chair has refused to 
place a trustee’s motion on the public agen-
da.  If the motion winds up on an In Camera 
meeting agenda, it has become invisible, 
as if it never existed.  If disposed of in se-
cret, and defeated by a majority, it could be 
difficult to get it on a subsequent agenda, 
though a similar motion, not exactly the 
same motion, could be brought forward at a 
future public meeting, using Robert’s Rules 
of Order. 

Robert’s Rules can be complicated -- 
and are not always adhered to, in my ex-
perience, but it is important to try to stick to 
them (small group rules are a bit different 
from the Rules for large assemblies) even 
in the face of being asked “Why do we have 
to have all this nitpicking?” Without their 
guidance, meeting conduct is left to the dis-
cretion or momentary judgment of a Chair. 
This happens anyway, when a Chair makes 
an arbitrary ruling that contravenes Board 
Policy or Bylaw, or Robert’s Rules. Yes, it 
happens, and on audio record. 

Robert’s Rules provide a framework for 
lessening such a personal hold on a meet-
ing. (Challenging a decision of the Chair 
and how that works – or doesn’t -- in  SD61 
meetings  has been addressed in a Lined 
Paper post.)

In addition to business-related issues 
and motions dealt with In Camera, trust-
ees can be secretly disciplined by majority 
vote in In Camera meetings; the substance 
of the discipline may or may not become 
public knowledge (reporting out to the pub-
lic requires a majority vote). Trustees can 

be penalized by their peers in various ways 
ranging from verbal “censure”, through be-
ing barred from parts of meetings when 
deliberation and vote on specific topics oc-
curs, barred from entire meetings for vary-
ing lengths of time,  up to removal from 
office. Speaking up about abuse of power 
can have its costs.

 So what are the legitimate reasons for 
holding in camera meetings?

The Alberta School Trustees site pro-
vides an informative and public newsletter 
on Board related issues. BC School Trust-
ees Association, not so much (although the 
BCSTA does feel it necessary to provide 
tips for trustees on how to read documents. 
Alberta apparently doesn’t find this neces-
sary). 

Alberta School Trustees:  “The content 
of the discussion is central to making the 
assessment. Trustees should not meet pri-
vately to discuss issues in a manner that 
materially advances the issues towards a 
board’s final decision – because this de-
prives the public of the opportunity to ob-
serve the material part of the board’s deci-
sion-making process...Specifically:

 “ While to the greatest extent possible 
school board discussions should be con-
ducted in public, there are specific instanc-
es when the public interest is best served 
by private discussion in in camera ses-
sions. School boards may hold regularly 
scheduled in camera meetings to deal with 
land, labour, legal and other matters typi-
cally considered to be in the public interest 
to be discussed in private.” 

The Community Charter, which governs 
process for BC municipalities, stipulates 
that In Camera discussion take place by a 
vote taken in public via a motion made in a 
public meeting. Not so the BC and Alberta 
School Acts. There’s simply a secret meet-
ing before the public meeting, if a Chair 
wishes to call one, with a BC School Act-
required “Section 72 report” that can be  so 
general as to be meaningless.

 “The overarching theme: school boards 
should uphold the principle of transparency 
but they may have in camera meetings to 
talk about issues that need to be discussed 
behind closed doors. This means carefully 
setting an agenda that doesn’t stray into 
items that should be discussed in public 
...School boards should also bear in mind 
that they will face public scrutiny with re-
gards to their use of in camera meetings. 

”Recently a group of citizens known as 
the Association for Responsive Trusteeship 
in Calgary Schools started tracking and 
posting the time the Calgary Board of Edu-
cation – Canada’s second largest school 
board – spends in camera versus in public 
meetings on its website...”

British Columbia School Trustees As-
sociation:  “Regular business meetings are 
open to the public, while in camera meet-
ings are reserved for especially sensitive or 
confidential matters and are open to board 
members and senior administrators only. 
Your district will have its own schedule and 
protocols  for board meetings…Full board 
meetings must be held in public unless the 
board decides that it is in the public’s 
interest to hold a private session (closed 
or in-camera meeting).However, it is im-
portant not to abuse this power. Potential 
controversy or embarrassment to the 
board is not usually sufficient reasons 
for an in-camera meeting. Board proce-
dures specify what matters are discussed 
in camera and these are generally consis-
tent with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. There should be 
a firm understanding that items referred for 
consideration in private session are done 
so for appropriate reasons, and that result-
ing recommendations or decisions will be 
brought back to public session whenever 
possible. Items reserved for private session 
meetings include personal matters regard-
ing staff or students, union negotiations and 
the sale or purchase of property...Closed 
sessions may involve taking votes or just 
committee-of-the-whole discussions.”

This requirement for confidentiality is 
extended to anything discussed “In Cam-
era”.  The potential for misuse of the In 
Camera agenda is obvious.  All that has to 
happen is that a Chair deem  it “in the pub-
lic interest” to keep anything at all off that 
public agenda that he or she does not want 

discussed in public and unilaterally move 
it to the In Camera agenda and suddenly, 
trustees are forbidden to talk about it. At 
all.  To anyone.  To you, the public.  Given 
the need for a majority vote to report out, it 
could well be as if the issue doesn’t exist 
and discussion never happened.

BC School Act Section 72:  72 (3) “A 
board must prepare a record containing a 
general statement as to the nature of the 
matters discussed and the general nature 
of the decisions reached at a meeting from 
which persons other than trustees or offi-
cers of the board, or both, were excluded, 
and the record must be open for inspection 
at all reasonable times by any person, who 
may make copies and extracts on payment 
of a fee set by the board. “

The Community Charter, Section 92: 
(The City of Victoria, for example, functions 
according to the Community Charter.  Min-
utes note the move into in camera via pub-
lic vote, a Community Charter requirement 
before meeting is closed.) “Before holding 
a meeting or part of a meeting that is to be 
closed to the public, a council must state, 
by resolution passed in a public meeting, 
(a) the fact that the meeting or part is to 
be closed, and (b) the basis under the ap-
plicable subsection of section 90 on which 
the meeting or part is to be closed”...(3) The 
minutes of a meeting or part of a meeting 
that is closed to the public must record the 
names of all persons in attendance.”

School District 61 Greater Victoria By-
law 9360.1 “In Camera Meetings” : 

“1. In camera items that may be dis-
cussed confidentially include legal, prop-
erty, personnel and privacy matters as de-
fined by provincial legislation.

2.The Chair of the Board or Standing 
Committee may call an In Camera meet-
ing to occur prior to a regularly scheduled 
Board or Standing Committee meeting.

3.The Chair of the Board, the secretary-
treasurer or any three trustees may call a 
special In Camera meeting of the Board , in 
addition to the regularly scheduled in cam-
era meetings

4. In the event that the Chair of the 
Board or Standing Committee determines 
that no in camera meeting is required, 
Trustees will be advised . [Quite a contrast 
to Community Charter requirements.] 

5. When an in camera meeting is called, 
the Chair of the Board or Standing Com-
mittee shall prepare an agenda which shall 
follow the format as that of the meetings of 
the Board in general session.

6. Agendas  will be circulated in ad-
vance of a called meeting

7. Any matter to be brought to the pub-
lic from an in camera meeting will be done 
upon an approved motion of the Board .” 
[That means a majority vote to approve.] 

Now you know why you don’t know. 
Finding out what you don’t know is con-
siderably more difficult, but here’s a start: 
“How Do I Make a Formal Request” regard-
ing Freedom of Information is a guide on 
the  Ministry of Citizens’ Services and Open 
Government.  The Citizen-run  BC Free-
dom of Information and Privacy Association 
has a website that  may be helpful as well. 

And regarding your Freedom of Infor-
mation request? BCFIPA has this to say: 
“Despite having entered office by bestow-
ing upon herself the title of “Open Govern-
ment Premier”,  BC Premier Christy Clark 
has presided over a staggering decline in 
Freedom of Information performance over 
her term in office. Even as her party points 
to improvements in response times as evi-
dence of their commitment to access (as 
they did in their response to our campaign 
survey), the actual quality of responses 
is collapsing. About a quarter of general 
FOI requests now come back unrespon-
sive, and the problem seems to be centred 
squarely on the Premier’s Office, where 
fully 45% of requests generate no records 
whatsoever. This is the result of a wide-
spread culture of what Information and Pri-
vacy Commissioner Elizabeth Denham [the 
Assistant Commissioner is SD61 Trustee 
McEvoy] calls ‘oral government’ in the pre-
mier’s office and elsewhere.” 

Be prepared to wait for a result of your 
request.  Wouldn’t you prefer the Commu-
nity Charter process?  I would.

You don’t need to know: School board in camera meetings in British Columbia 

First  year notable accomplishment:
Achieved recording of votes

Diane McNally
School Trustee, Board of Education 

SD 61 Greater Victoria
 

Website /Blog: Lined Paper
http://lined-paper.com/

Twitter: DianeMcN 

Facebook: Diane McNally

McNallyTrustee@gmail.com
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Equimalt-Royal Roads 
New Democrats!

Many, many thanks for your dedication and support 
in getting our MLA, Maurine Karagianis, 

re-elected in the May election!
 

Esquimalt-Royal Roads NDP Constituency Association
Box 231, 110-174 Wilson Street, 

Victoria, BC, V9A 7N1,
 or email to esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com

By G.E. Mortimore

  Can Vancouver Island make jobs, 
jump-start new manufacturing, and save 
public money? And sharpen the efficiency 
of transit, clean the air and thin the traffic 
on clogged roads?

Arguably yes, we can do all that, if we 
are bold and quick-witted enough to use 
the E&N Railway as Vancouver Island’s 
highway of invention.

In Vancouver, money-saving results 
flowed from modest upgrading of transit. 
TransLink, the transportation enterprise 
that NDP and Liberal governments both 
favoured, pushed for the upgrading.

Better transit stirred many young peo-
ple to forego driving and ride buses and 
trains.

The payoff for improved transit is that 
among young people aged 16-19, the 
number who hold driver’s licences dropped 
from 60 percent to 50 percent 2010 to 
2011, and from 90 to 80 percent among 
those aged 20-29.

Hopefully the percentage of drivers will 
drop further as transit improves further.

Liberals failed the environmentally-
friendly transportation challenge between 
Vancouver and Whistler by choosing road 
and trashing rail.  Within Vancouver, how-
ever, the TransLink success story is bipar-
tisan.

TransLink’s success can be cranked 
up higher on Vancouver Island, where re-
gional districts and First Nations own the 
Island’s railway and NDP MLAs dominate.

Since Tommy Douglas and Dave Bar-
rett, the NDP has the clearest history of put-
ting new ideas to work, but the Libs might 
surprise us, and maybe even gain political 
credit by helping us set our own course.

Experiment on the railway can test in-
ventive strategies that can be sent out 
worldwide. Here are a few of the possibili-
ties.

Siemens, Bombardier, or another man-
ufacturer of railway rolling-stock and or-
ganizer of railway systems, can be invited 
to use the E&N as a test track, starting on 
the Victoria-Langford-Duncan section, as 
creative running strategies take shape and 
new locomotives and carriages are built in 
Island workshops.

That Transit-Oriented Development 
(TOD) design is not wildly new. Siemens 
was ready in the 1990s to lend a modern 
rail vehicle for a trial Langford-Victoria com-
muter service. A few fusspots in Esquimalt 
derailed the project. This may have been 
just as well,  because TOD ideas of the day 
were sketchy.                                                                        

They are more fully-formed and plau-
sible now. TOD applied to the railway could 
feed in tourist and commuter passengers 
and money-making freight. It could include:

Comfortable lightweight rail-passenger 
cars with tea-and-coffee machines. Easy 
passenger-transition from railway to home 
and workplace with dial-a-bus technology. 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology fold-
ing cars for purchase or rent at rail stations. 
Low rail fares. Bicycle-carrying rail cars. 
Railside-to-home manufacture, sale, de-

livery and promotion of alternative-energy 
hardware.

Solar panels are coming down in price 
as sales volume and energy-efficiency 
increase. The Island railway can reduce 
costs further and boost sales of solar, tidal 
and wind-power machinery by becoming a 
customer as well as a carrier.

Rooftop solar panels on all railway ve-
hicles, buildings and connecting buses and 
trucks, can enlarge the market.

Deal-making can help it happen. There 
is a need for super-batteries, to store en-
ergy when the sun is not shining and the 
wind is not blowing.

A rich businessman with a lively social 
conscience -- such as New York mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg – might be persuaded to 
offer a million-dollar prize in exchange for a 
share in the revenue from a successful de-
vice. Much of that revenue could be chan-
nelled into income and increased learning-
earning opportunities for the poor.

An Island version of Toronto’s Jew-
ish Geriatric Centre could be sited on the 
railway, perhaps in Esquimalt or Vic West. 
It might be an elder-care enterprise spon-
sored by all churches, temples and syna-
gogues, with the following structure:     

Circular design. Outer ring, lodging 
for visitors; theatre, gymnasium, interview 
rooms, doctors’ and physiotherapists’ offic-
es. Second ring inward, dwellings for unas-
sisted-living-capable residents. Third ring 
inward, individual sleeping rooms, group 
meals. Fourth ring, total care.             

Centre, research, manufacture of diag-

nostic machines and care robots. Revenue 
from sale of machinery is channelled back 
into care-centre. In theory, all patient-res-
ident journeys are potential two-way jour-
neys.               

Aeros Corporation of California has 
developed a variable-weight balloon air-
ship that can land almost anywhere with-
out fuss and labour. The revamped Island 
railway could assign Aeros trackside space 
from which it could fly skiiers to moun-
tain resorts, prospectors and their gear to 
mineral-exploration places, and patients to 
hospital.

Imax could show a super-movie about 
Northwest Coast native people, parallel to 
the history of the Polynesians presented at 
the Polynesian cultural centre in Hawaii - 
and display the film in a First Nations centre 
near the railway.

Imax might also depict the history and 
future of transportation in a film to be shown 
in a new theatre on a rail-tourist and freight 
loop through Parksville and Alberni.

On the level-crossings between Six-
Mile House and Victoria West, new safe, 
fast-acting gates could halt automobiles for 
a time no longer than a conventional traffic 
light.

At the Six-Mile, the E&N could link with 
a new electric railway running along a wid-
ened Galloping Goose from Victoria Gen-
eral Hospital to Uptown and beyond – rail 
being sandwiched between walker-wheeler 
lanes. 

How can we pay for all this?  It can be 
designed to pay for itself.   

Island rail can create new wealth

By G.E. Mortimore
 

      This Japanese word sounds wrong to 
me: age-otori, meaning “to look worse after 
a haircut”.

But apparently it sounds right to a Japa-
nese person.

 I don’t speak or understand Japanese; 
age-otori came to me in a list of 25 words 
and word-pairs that have no equivalent in 
English, drawn from 19 languages. Five of 
the words are Japanese.

The list (intended to spur everybody’s 
imagination) was published under the blog-
label “So bad so good: the best and worst 
of the Web.” 

   It also included the Japanese words 
Tatemae and Honne: “What you pretend to 
believe and what you actually believe”.

I have always felt refreshed and have 
taken for granted that I looked human after 
a haircut, even in childhood when my dear 
father wielded clippers that tweaked small 
pieces out of my scalp because they had a 
prong missing.

Age-otori remains an alien word in my 
favourite barber-shop near Langford City 
Hall, where the comedy-banter flies back 
and forth and I see every haircut as a com-
fortable work of art.

Another socially-complex Japanese 
word, Arigata-meiwaku, conveys the fol-
lowing meaning:

“An act someone does for you that you 
didn’t want to have them do and tried to 
avoid having them do, but they went ahead 
anyway, determined to do you a favour, and 
then things went wrong and caused you a 
lot of trouble, yet in the end social conven-
tions required you to express gratitude.”

In the Korean language, Nunchi means 
“the subtle art of listening and gauging an-
other’s mood, or…knowing what to say or 
do, or what not to say or do, in a given situ-
ation. A socially clumsy person can be de-
scribed as ‘nunchi eoptta’, meaning ’absent 
of nunchi.’”

Sometimes I shock myself when I see 
that I have slipped into crass nunchi eoptta 
behaviour, as I did on a particular occasion 
in my teen years, when I was a fellow-guest 
at lunch in the house of two young friends, 
along with a teen girl I had never met be-
fore.

Back then, such dining-table scenes 
were more formal, frequent and parent-
controlled then than they are now. Because 
a brief awkward silence stirred the feeling 
that it was my duty to start the talk moving, I 
made conversation about personal names.

A deadly impulse pushed me to talk 
about the name Ursula, and wonder why a 
mother and father would name their child 
“female bear-cub”.

The hostess beckoned me away from 
the table and whispered “You’re sitting be-
side Ursula.”

Oh-oh. Sorry to any Ursulas who read 
this. The name feels ordinary to me now. 
But apologies don’t cut it. One must rum-
mage for the life-skill entitled desenrascan-
ço (Portuguese): “to disentangle oneself 
out of a bad situation”.

In the Ursula case I never got a grip on 
that one-word coping tactic. I tried chatter 
about unrelated things, but each  time I 
stopped talking, the silence returned.

When such memories come to mind, 
I identify with the German word waldein-
samkeit, ”the feeling of being alone in the 

woods”. We need that word.
The English language also needs a 

word for cooperative problem-solving in a 
network. Some of us are just vaguely start-
ing to think about doing that.

Maybe a word – yet to be chosen -- from 
the isolated Basque language of Spain and 
France, in the homeland of the global Mon-
dragon Cooperative Corporation, can whip 
up the zeal we need for a co-op economy. 

 Co-ops are a life-saver. They give 
economic strength and protection. Their 
generally accepted rules include these: One 
member, one vote;  any profits are divided 
between members and contributions to 
local enterprise and community well-being. 
Their benefits include lower living costs and 
better job security.

 There are several kinds of co-op, 
including producer co-ops, where the work-

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers ’n’ Horgan
A FAMILY BBQ & DESSERT AUCTION!

Sooke River Campground (The Flats) 
 Sunday August 25, 12:30 – 2:30pm

Come out and enjoy this family event! Hot dogs,  
hamburgers, cake auction, games for the kids, prizes!

HOSTED BY THE JUAN DE FUCA NDP              $10 per family.      Info: 250-514-1578  /  jdfndpca@gmail.com
               

JdFCA-LIN-BBQ1306.indd   1 2013-06-26   11:46 AM

It’s only words, but words are all we have
er-owners make or grow goods for sale, 
and consumer co-ops -- networks of stores 
where members get a discount. These var-
ied co-ops can work together, as they do in 
Mondragon.

 They offer a middle way between 
money-twisted capitalism and people-
friendly socialism, in harmony with both. 
The NDP, formerly the CCF – Co-operative 
Commonwealth Federation – would be 
wise to take another serious look at co-ops 
within the mixed economy. We don’t need 
to go overboard for co-ops as a central 
policy point – just quietly revisit the laws 
that discourage them.

 A word from Basque, which is not part 
of the Indo-European language family to 
which the English language belongs, might 
help us achieve co-op awareness. 

OTTAWA – New Democrats are condemning the Conservative 
failure to reduce poverty rates among First Nations children in the 
wake of a newly released report showing that half of status First 
Nations children in Canada live in poverty. 

 “Today’s report highlights the Conservatives’ utter failure to 
act,” said New Democrat Aboriginal Affairs Critic Jean Crowder 
(Nanaimo-Cowichan). “Every child deserves an equal chance – 
but under this government, First Nation kids are left behind.”

 According to the report by the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives, Canada ranks 25th among the 30 OECD countries 
in child poverty. Despite persistent calls from the NDP, the Con-
servative government has yet to remove the 2% funding cap on 
essential social services. 

 “We just marked the fifth anniversary of the official apology for 
residential schools—in which the government acknowledged the 
harm done to children and their families,” said NDP deputy critic 
for Aboriginal Affairs, Jonathan Genest-Jourdain (Manicouagan). 
“It is distressing to see that aboriginal youth are still not a priority 
for the Conservatives.”

Conservatives fail to act on First Nations child poverty 



Saanich South 
New Democrats

You can contact your executive 
by writing to us 
at PO Box 30041

Saanich Postal Outlet, Victortia, BC  V8X 5E1
or by phoning us at 250-479-1100.
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By Bo Filter

Stephen Harper stormed into the June 
G-8 summit hoping to lead a wolf pack of 7 
against Vladimir Putin, only to find himself 
tagging along with the reasoned statements 
of his nemesis. The last point articulated by 
Putin was that Syria must not be allowed 
to descend into the kind of depravity that 
now grips Libya, the last country to be over-
thrown and turned into rubble by NATO.

To save face, Harper quickly told report-
ers that Putin had made concessions. You 
know the stunt. It’s called wagging the dog. 

But Putin’s win at G-8 is just the latest 
snag in the Anglo-American bid to desta-
bilize and reconstruct the Middle-East, as 
part of their new colonial empire, what the 
neo-cons call their New World Order. The 
Obama administration is currently being hit 
with resistance from several fronts, both 
within and outside the government. 

There is high level opposition to 
Obama’s escalating Syria conflict says Chi-
cago researcher Stephen Lendman. Public 
support is missing as well. Moreover, forc-
es in the Middle-East are finally galvaniz-
ing against Obama and his neo-con tutors, 
whose documents like Rebuilding Ameri-
ca’s Defenses reveal how they are planning 
to create a global empire of colonies.

Dozens of responsible world leaders 
oppose Washington’s war on Syria. NATO’s 
destruction of Libya has created a quag-
mire of violence. Castrating Syria could be 
worse. Escalating the conflict could easily 
embroil the entire Middle East then spread 
to Central Asia and beyond.

Gordon Lubold states in his June 14 
Foreign Policy article, “Why the Pentagon 
really, really doesn’t’ want to get involved in 
Syria”, that top brass have been ambivalent 

in the extreme. For one reason, debts creat-
ed by fighting two protracted wars over the 
last decade in Iraq and Afghanistan have 
created a financial crisis at the Pentagon. 
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel warned 
that military intervention “could embroil the 
United States in a significant, lengthy, and 
uncertain military commitment”.

The public isn’t giving Obama the green 
light either. A June 11 NBC News poll 
showed that only 15% of Americans ap-
prove of an invasion, in spite of the con-
stant pounding of war drums by the media 
to get Assad. Interviewers like CNN’s Can-
dy Crowley have hosted shows with all pro-
war guests. David Gregory on NBC’s Meet 
the Press and David Muir on ABC News 
reported Obama administration claims 
that chemical weapons used by Assad had 
been confirmed, when in fact the only con-
firmation was the White House claims. 

This is the kind of circular talk we’ve all 
come to expect from the militarized corpo-
rate media. Peter Hart at FAIR points out 
that the use of the word “confirm” in fact 
“betrays a lack of skepticism when it comes 
to government claims about the WMDs of 
enemy countries.”

The hypocrisy of self-permitting use of 
WMDs while condemning others for their 
potential use has been with us from the be-
ginning of WMDs. If any other country were 
to actually use atomic bombs or depleted 
nuclear weapons, they would be immedi-
ately condemned by the west, when in fact, 
these very weapons have been used by the 
west with self-presumed permission from 
God. 

When Obama announced that using 
chemical weapons was crossing a WMD 
red line, skeptics could see this was code 
language for introducing chemical weap-

ons precisely to be blamed on Assad. This 
tactic of treachery is confirmed as in the ex-
amples of David Muir and David Gregory. 

In contrast, Reuters reported on May 5 
that the UN has testimony that Syrian reb-
els used Sarin gas. Multi-vectored reports 
reveal that the US has been arming the 
rebels from the beginning. These jihads 
work as a client mercenary army for the US 
State Department. 

UN commissioner Carla Del Ponte re-
ported the use of Sarin by the rebels but 
then backtracked slightly saying, “there 
are strong, concrete suspicions but not 
yet incontrovertible proof…” We could ask 
the hospitalized victims how they liked the 
experience, assuming that might lead to 
something that looks like incontrovertible 
evidence. Don’t hold your breath expecting 
western corporate media to go digging for 
eye-witness testimony to put on their thor-
ough hard hitting evening news.

Another snag for the NATO pack is 
Vladimir Putin, who has weighed in with his 
own red line. An Al Manar headline for June 
17, “Russia: We Won’t Allow Imposing a 
no-Fly Zone in Syria,” quoted Russian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs Alexander Ocahevch 
at a press conference: “We have seen how 
they imposed no-fly zones in Libya, so we 
will not allow repeating the same scenarios 
in Syria.” Vast areas of Libya have been 
turned into rubble, as in Iraq and Afghani-
stan. Destroyed states are euphemistically 
referred to in western double-speak as 
“failed states”.

Washington’s plans are also being jin-
xed by Turkey, which is considered the main 
staging area for the planned war against 
Syria. Turkey is experiencing increasing 
protests against the government’s servi-
tude to Washington. The people have killed 

their fear of authority, according to Turkish 
journalist and author Ece Temelkuran. 

Groups from countries in the region 
are galvanizing against Washington, partly 
because many of the insurgents are well-
recognized terrorists. This knowledge is not 
lost on Hezbollah or Iran who are now sup-
porting the Syrian government. 

The aggregate of these developments 
have served to slow down serial offensives 
against Middle East nations, as initially list-
ed in Dick Cheney’s controversial 1992 De-
fense Planning Guidance draft. In the end, 
it may be too little too late. 

The US has surrounded Russia and 
China with nuclear missiles, forcing both 
countries to prepare for nuclear war. You 
don’t see Canada and Mexico brimming 
with Asian-made missiles pointed at the 
United States. 

So, where are you in all this? Are you 
ready for nuclear war and nuclear winter, 
the ending of life as we know it? If not, then 
why not prepare yourself to march in the 
streets. 

We don’t want another Arab spring or 
fabricated colour revolution orchestrated 
by the State Department, but we sure could 
use a genuine grassroots North American 
spring. Peaceniks, anarchists, and libertar-
ians are informed enough to walk.

It’s time to invite in the great population 
bulge of Christians, who have long believed 
that we should be pounding swords into 
ploughshares, but many who have not yet 
placed their feet on the pavement.

Bo Filter is author of The Cause of Wars and Ag-
gression. See reviews at Global Justice Publish-
ing.

By Bo Filter

In 1913, 100 years ago, the Federal Re-
serve Act was passed by the US Congress 
with the declared and much celebrated 
claim to end for once and for all attempts to 
privatize the US money supply, which had 
been entrusted to the people by the Consti-
tution. The exact opposite happened. The 
bill was a ruse.

The wording of the act gave sole and 

US globalization hits snag at G-8 and beyond

America’s 100-year nightmare
absolute power to control money to a 
handful of bankers. The bankers named it 
the Federal Reserve to hide the fact that 
it was not federally controlled but private. 
They also spun the illusion that it was pub-
licly owned. They sold to themselves pub-
lic stocks in a two-hour window that they 
only knew about, while everyone else was 
celebrating Christmas. This latest banking 
scam from earlier attempts put the entire 
nation in yoke and service to a new bank-

ing aristocracy. 
The Federal Reserve Bank couldn’t 

simply print money and spend it. That 
would be too readily seen as counterfeiting. 
Instead, however, unearned profits could 
be gained another way, by simply adding 
interest to loans—the bigger the loans the 
better. If loans went into the billions of dol-
lars, then interest earned could go easily 
into billions of dollars as well, and it was 
all free to this private group of individuals, 
who, to this day, remain unknown because 
of the government’s observance of privacy. 

The interest on the loans had to be 
paid by the government, and from where 
do you think they got that money—taxes. 
This meant that taxpayers could be drained 
invisibly of their wealth. What a nightmare. 
For 100 years, Americans have paid wel-
fare fraud to a parasitic group of billionaire 
bankers whose names they don’t even 
know. Worse, this blood-sucking organism 
has drained its victim, and so a debt has 
been created in case there is ever a blood 
infusion of real money to pay the bankers. 
As of May 31, 2013, the publicly owned debt 
as compiled and published by the Bureau of 
the Fiscal Service at the Treasury Depart-
ment has grown to $11,879,123,000,000, 
close to twelve trillion dollars. 

And in the greatly lauded land of the 
free, the public is taking their debt servi-
tude lying down. To be fair, what weapons 
do they have to fight back? Americans are 
not taught in public schools how to maintain 
legal Constitutional money. Nor do families 
typically sit around the dinner table plan-
ning meetings with their government repre-
sentatives to make sure the nation’s money 
supply is in order and debt free. 

So what has America done in all these 
years to rectify its plight? Not much. A few 
libertarian-type groups exist, who call for a 
fix, including cancellation of the entire debt. 
A few members of Congress have called 
for an audit of the Federal Reserve, only 
to be run out of office. President John F. 
Kennedy tried. He ordered the US Treasury 
to print several billion new US dollars to 
start phasing out Federal Reserve notes. 
He paid with his life, and that money was 
quickly pulled out of circulation. Since his 
death, banker moles1 in the federal govern-
ment have blocked all attempts to establish 
a forensic criminal investigation.

The Federal Reserve bankers or cen-
tral bankers often referred to as the Fed 

constitute part of the .1% money elite that 
everyone is referring to today. They oper-
ate globally, entrenching their power over 
the masses in as many countries as pos-
sible. The International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank are instruments of the Fed. 
They lock poor countries into permanent 
debt2; then, evoke austerity measures and 
structural adjustments to cloak their confis-
cation of natural resources. These coun-
tries so desperately need their resources to 
trade and feed their people. Instead, chil-
dren starve to death in the millions. Is this 
not a form of negligent homicide? 

So, America’s nightmare has become 
the world’s nightmare. Parasites are like 
cancer. They destroy their host not realizing 
they are destroying their own future. Star-
vation, poverty, a visibly growing number of 
have nots, and ecological destruction are 
signs that the planetary host is dying. 

The Fed likes things just the way they 
are. They won’t stop. They cannot stop 
themselves. They are out of control. They 
are morally deficient. 

The people are their own best hope. 
They first must wake up from this nightmare 
by becoming aware of the nightmare; then, 
they have to get motivated. They have to 
overcome their own deficiencies in dealing 
with antisocial personalities, skillful liars, 
and real political conspiracies like the Fed-
eral Reserve. There is a fundamental pow-
er that exists and can set any oppressed 
people on the road of recovery but remains 
insufficiently tapped—healthy anger.

Endnotes:
i) See works by Webster Tarpley, such as, Syn-
thetic Terror… for a modern use of the word.
ii)See John Perkin’s book: Confessions of an 
Economic Hit Man.

Bo Filter is a researcher, lecturer, and author of 
The Cause of Wars and Aggression.

Ron reviews:
Field Guide to Wildlife of the Rocky 
Mountains, by Halle Flygare, HARBOUR 
PUBLISHING

 This is  a must have handbook when-
ever you go to Jasper or Banff.  It is so nice 
when you can identify the birds and animals 
that are all around you in the Rockies.  You 
certainly want to get a correct call on the 
Grizzlies that you share a hiking trail with!   
 -- Ron MacIsaac
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By Diane Walsh
 

    The elusive “Hemp Oil”. One of the 
intriguing -- some say, even magical -- 
“potions” Mother Nature, with her bobbing  
head and knowing smirk, bestowed on us 
mere mortals long, long ago. From Earth, 
is -- this -- oil! 

It’s oil from a very smart plant indeed. 
Into our imperfect and sometimes ill-
stricken body-systems, it flows...absorbed 
by the multitudes, over the centuries. 
However, it’s not without its foes. There is 
a twist. There always is..

From one variety of plant, is understood 
to be, the THC-laden hemp oil. Hash oil, or 
weed oil as it’s coined, has been viciously 
labelled “The Devil’s Harvest”, and a 
menace to society. But just as war loaded 
as you might find one suspicious critic to be, 
will come dozens of other “Hemp Soldiers” 
who will claim it as the answer to effective 
cancer therapy.

From another variety of plant, with 
seemingly fewer enemies but not without 
undeserved skeptics, is the hemp-agri-food 
oil. In seeking to understand the types and 
true merits of the hemp plant, don’t feel 
stupid if drawn in by the meme:  the Angel’s 
Oil vs. the Devil’s Oil. I know I was.

The edible hemp oil, on which we’ll 
focus in more depth, needs a precursor for 
useful discussion. 

Cracking basic myths. When it comes 
to hemp oil, a line has been drawn in the 
butter, so to speak, separating the legal vs. 
illegal hemp plant. That is to say, there are 
almost impenetrable laws governing how 
society is allowed to manipulate/caress 
Mother Hemp, and for our own benefits. 

The plant itself has literally been 
bifurcated.  

Just as our understanding of its 
applications and efficacy here on earth 
has been doubly bifurcated into perceived 
“good” and “bad” hemp uses. 

This, in my view, is misdirection, and I’ll 
explain why. 

Hemp is a whole plant, and should be 
seen as such, as that is the way it comes 
to us in nature. Medically active ingredients 
exist in the plant’s botany, this is an “is” -- a 
given. It is how we choose to make use of 
its many uses that is at issue, constantly, 

in society. The annoying part. There is 
nothing “wrong”, per se, with Mother Hemp. 
It doesn’t have a bad side. It is society that 
assigns the label. 

Sativa and Indica. Have you met them? 
‘Cuz, when it comes to oil made from 

a suspect plant in nature called Hemp, it 
is true that there are two distinctly different 
personalities. Certainly two known and 
differently understood varieties; Sativa and 
Indica.

The [falsely-ascribed] meme runs on a 
parallel with this. You know you’ve heard it! 
The magic-healer food -- and the demonic 
drug! The clandestine mafia-controlled 
taboo plant and the quasi-endorsed 
industrial/agri-food variety. 

Pick your battle because the framework 
of the dichotomy has already been decided. 

Good vs. evil. This is the construct with 
which we have been presented and the 
framework under which the war on drugs 
and the war on the poor and the sick is 
fought. 

And this is where it all goes wrong. 
An obstruction to understanding the 

way in which hemp gets misrepresented 
is what governments encourage. Starting 
with the devil’s tool in splitting the legality of 
plant strains, this meme, in turn sponsored 
and cultivated by vested interests (by that 
I mean, big Pharma/Big Meat), prevents 
hemp from being understood, at all, as a 
whole plant.

Meet “good” Sativa. There is today, on 
the open market, a commercial/industrial/
legal type of hemp oil. Hemp oil is a food, of 
course, in its own right, sold at the natural 
grocery store, and touted for its nutritional 
value. You may have heard of creamy 
hempseed nut butter. Quite popular. 

Hemp oil is produced by cold-pressing 
the oil from seeds and is ingested as you 
would any other oil -- olive, corn or flax seed 
oil. It can be sprinkled on salad, or added in 
vinaigrette.

Hemp in this [legal] category is, also, 
found in body-care products, shampoo 
or soap, and hence we hear the term 
transdermal application. Refined hempseed 
oil is used in cream products for the skin, 
and is clear in colour. 

But about that salad, and eating it with 
hemp oil -- for which you won’t be arrested. 

Hemp seeds have 25% quality protein 
and 40% fat in the form of oil. In the natural 
grocery store you will likely find hemp oil in 
bottles kept under refrigeration. Hemp oil is 
dark to light green, and has a nutty flavour. 
The legal requirement permitting 0.3 % 
THC or less, applies to all hemp-products. 
The general recommended serving is 2 
tablespoons, converting to 9kcal/g. It is 
low in saturated fatty acids thus It can turn 
rancid, if left in the pantry for too long.  It 
must stored properly in a cool/cold dark 
place, preferably in a dark glass bottle, 
away from the sun or heat. And of course it 
can be frozen for future use.

As a highly unsaturated oil, it has 
a relatively low smoke point and is not 
suitable for frying. It will quickly spark 
and spit. It does not do not contain THC. 
(Foodstuff THC content in Canada is 10 
ppm or parts per million).

With its high fatty acid content, it is 
desirable for nutritional benefit because of 
its high omega-3 content. It also delivers 
some GLA (gamma-linolenic acid) that is 
absent from the fats we normally eat. 

Hemp oil contains 57% linoleic (LA) 
and 19% linolenic (LNA) acids. These are 
the essential fatty acids (EFAs)-so-called 
because the body cannot produce them 
on its own and so must retrieve them from 
nutritional sources. The best sources are 
oils. Hemp oil is considered to lower risks of 
heart attacks because omega-3 fatty acids 
reduce the clotting tendency of the blood 
and improve cholesterol counts.  It is for this 
reason this super-food is increasingly being 
recommended by health professionals. 
Omega-3 fatty acids and hemp oil have the 
added benefit of being an anti-inflammatory 
agent that makes them useful for those 
with autoimmune disorders. People with 
conditions such as arthritis may also 
respond well to consuming hemp-oil 
regularly. 

On this point here does not seem 
to be any qualms (on the part of the 
government), assuming all regulations and 
permits are met. Hemp Oil Canada Inc. 
(HOCI), which sells hemp oil successfully 
as an agri- food from St. Agathe, Manitoba, 
has been operating fully since 1999. Hemp 
agriculture became legal again in 1998.

Getting back to the Indica variety -- still 
felt to be needing to be illegal. Botanically, 
THC-laden hemp oil is from the Indica 

varieties, and is seen, by government, as 
the Devil’s invention.

Indica is the clandestine incarnation 
of the hemp-plant varieties. The 
International Medical Veritas Association 
(IMVA) includes hemp oil for cancer 
therapy, we’re told, but that’s not 
without controversy. THC oil production 
is seriously illegal, despite the “Devil 
Spawns” we talked about earlier 
who swear to the health benefits of 
vaporization, extraction and inhaling 
cannabinoid essential oils or applying it 
to the skin. 

Around 2,000 people have access 
to the medical marijuana program, a 
licence to possess hemp in Canada. 
Ordinary people can’t individually make 
use of resin, i.e. resin as a medicine. Any 
information which supports a medical 
view of the therapeutic value of hemp oil 
-- that the  justice system is designed to 
not only impede but actively participate 
in preventing the free use of hemp in 
medicine, which is seen to present loss 
of money for Big Pharma and legal-
industry -- is categorically denied, and 
even  suppressed. 

The claim is that there is a pain 
reduction benefit, and that understanding 
is fairly irrefutable now. Cancer radiation 
kills everything in sight but doesn’t give 
you a chance to live comfortably. 

Why doesn’t the system use THC 
to help alleviate pain or even help cure 
cancer? As a widely used substitute for 
chemical drugs- - it wants cancer patient 
to buy pharmaceuticals.  Samuel Epstein 
in his book, Cancer-Gate, argues the 
point succinctly. The greater the disease, 
the greater the profit. Cancer is a big 
business. 

Additional reading:
1)www.amazon.ca/Cancer-gate-How-Win-
Losing-Cancer/dp/0895033542 
2) Ricky Simpson producing hemp oil out 
of Maccan, Nova Scotia, and facing the law 
www.phoenixtears.ca
3) US government research into THC and 
cancer therapy, 2013
http://www.whydontyoutrythis.com/2013/06/
in-case-you-missed-it-government-confirms-
and-reports-that- marijuana-
prevents-or-cures-certain-cancers.html 
 
This article first appeared in Cannabis 
Digest, Summer edition 2013 

The, two sides, of the same coin

Through a resolution from Councillor 
Marianne Alto, Victoria City Council re-
cently became the latest BC municipality to 
endorse the Coalition of Child Care Advo-
cates and the Early Childhood Educators of 
BC’ s Community Plan for a Public System 
of Integrated Early Care and Learning. 

Released in 2011, the Plan offers a 
concrete, innovative “Made in BC” solution 
to the childcare crisis facing families with 
young children.  In the last two years the 
CCCABC and ECEBC have been advocat-
ing throughout BC for support of the Plan, 
and in that time many municipalities and 
Boards of Education from across BC have 
“opted in” to the Plan.  (A list of organiza-
tions on record as supporters can be found 
at http://www.cccabc.bc.ca/plan/endorse-
the-plan/organizational-support/.)

If and when government puts the Plan 
in place, child care will cost families $10 a 
day for a full time program, $7 a day for a 
part-time program, and will be free for fami-
lies with an annual income under $40,000.  
Every young child will have the right to par-
ticipate in quality early care and learning 
programs that meet their needs.  It will be 
up to families to choose what services work 
for them.

With new investment from the province, 
locally elected school boards will provide 
early care and learning programs in their 
communities with the operating funds they 
need to deliver quality programs.  Early 
childhood educators will receive the respect 
and remuneration they deserve.  Read the 
entire Plan at www.ecebc.ca/news/integrat-
ed_project.html.

Here is the full text of Councillor Alto’s 
Resolution.

Whereas Victoria residents value and 
welcome young children and their families 
in our community; and

Whereas access to quality, affordable 
early care and learning for families is an 
integral component in Victoria’s economic 
and social sustainability, and our collective 
quality of life; and

Whereas the City of Victoria is commit-
ted to improving the quality of life for all our 
residents, including the youngest among 
us; and

Whereas the City of Victoria cannot, on 
its own, meet our community’s child care 
and learning needs; and

Whereas the Community Plan for a 
Public System of Integrated Early Care and 
learning has the potential to be a blueprint 
to provide affordable, accessible childcare 
and learning opportunities for BC children, 
families and communities;

Be it therefore resolved that the City of 
Victoria endorses the vision and goals of 
the Community Plan for a Public System of 
Integrated Early Care and learning; and

Be it further resolved that the City of 
Victoria urge the provincial government 
to 1) endorse the Plan’s vision and goals, 
2) enact enabling legislation to guide the 
Plan’s implementation and operation, 3) al-
locate adequate and stable funding to oper-
ate the Plan, and 4) work with communities 
to implement the components of the Plan 
that fall within provincial jurisdiction; and

Be it further resolved that the City of 
Victoria urge School District 61 to imple-
ment the Plan, work with parents, teachers, 
students, other districts and the provincial 
government to execute the components of 
the Plan that fall within school district juris-
diction; and

Be it further resolved that the City of Vic-
toria will work together with residents and 
childcare advocates, the provincial govern-
ment, and any other interests to promote 
and realize accessible, affordable, quality 
childcare in our community.

Victoria City Council endorses plan for 
$10 per day child care
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Salvaging the Senate 

Helen Forsey, writer and activist

By Ben Parfitt
 
Shortly after the 2009 BC election, a 

commitment was made to modernize the 
province’s century old Water Act to meet 
the challenges of a new century.

 It was one of the government’s most 
important environmental initiatives, yet 
remained unfulfilled as the last mandate 
ended and a new government was elected 
last month.

 Too often, British Columbians falsely 
assume that we have no end of fresh wa-
ter. But we don’t. And there’s every reason 
to believe in the coming decades that our 
water resources will be under increased 
strain due to rapid population growth, major 
industries clamouring for more water and 
residents and businesses alike demanding 
more power from hydroelectric sources.

 If this isn’t reason enough to get serious 
about how we manage our most precious 
natural resource, climate change could 
bedevil even the best water management 
plans by altering the intensity and duration 
of peak and low water flows.

 All of the above underscores the 
need for Premier Christy Clark and her 
government to follow through on the 
commitments made four years ago. British 
Columbians deserve a new Water Sustain-

ability Act now, before a raft of proposed 
new mines and liquefied natural gas plants 
are built.

 Clark has underscored many times 
her commitment only to approve energy 
projects once environmental concerns 
are properly addressed. Committing to 
completing the Water Act renewal work that 
her predecessor began would be a great 
place to start, because right now the pro-
vincial government often operates in the 
dark as far as our water resources are con-
cerned.

 In what will come as a surprise to many, 
BC collects almost no data on water used 
by major industries in the province. It’s a 
glaring hole in environmental stewardship. 
In fact, in some cases the BC government 
doesn’t even require big water consumers 
to measure what they withdraw from rivers, 
lakes and streams. In the pulp and paper 
industry, for example, only one mill — that’s 
right, just one — is required to meter the 
water they take.

 In the natural gas industry, where large 
volumes of water are required for use in 
controversial hydraulic fracturing (frack-
ing) operations, a number of companies 
are similarly off the hook for metering un-
der the terms of government-issued water 
licences. More troubling, the water used is 

subsequently rendered so toxic that it can 
never be safely discharged back to where 
it came from.

 In response to increased public 
criticisms about the impacts that the natural 
gas sector could have on our waters, the 
provincial Oil and Gas Commission began 
in 2011 to require at least partial reporting 
on the water used by the industry, and it is 
committed to fuller reporting in the months 
ahead.

 But this is the exception to the rule. 
British Columbia has no central repository 
where the most basic information on water 
use is housed. Consequently, no one 
can say with certainty how much water is 
withdrawn from what water body at any 
point in time.

Compounding problems, we are not 
being compensated adequately when ma-
jor industries use public water resources. 
For example, right now under the terms of 
their water licences, natural gas companies 
pay the province token “fees” of just $2.75 
for every Olympic swimming pool’s worth 
of water withdrawn. In Dawson Creek, by 
comparison, the same amount of water 
sold by the municipality to some of the 
same companies involved in fracking op-
erations fetches more than $11,000.

 With fracking likely to skyrocket under 

a scenario where one or more liquefied nat-
ural gas terminals get built in BC, the need 
to properly monitor our water resources is 
urgent.

The provincial government can remedy 
this situation immediately by doing three 
simple things.

 First, grant one provincial agency sole 
responsibility for gathering and reporting 
all information on water use and have an 
independent auditor periodically verify the 
agency’s performance.

 Second, require that all major water 
users meter the water they consume and 
report it to the province. And third, increase 
water use fees and use a portion of the rev-
enues collected to pay for a province-wide 
water use database and increased environ-
mental monitoring and enforcement efforts.

 The time has come to bring our water 
legislation into the 21st century. The right 
place to start is to insist that we know what 
is being used and that users pay their fair 
share for what they take.

 Ben Parfitt is a research associate with the Uni-
versity of Victoria’s POLIS Project on Ecological 
Governance, a resource policy analyst with the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives, and au-
thor of Counting Every Drop: The Case for Water 
Use Reporting in BC, available at policyalterna-
tives.ca/counting-every-drop.

It’s time to modernize BC’s Water Act

By Helen Forsey

“The idea of senators as lazy old bust-
ers who sit twiddling their thumbs and don’t 
earn their keep is seriously exaggerated.” 
Eugene Forsey, Canada’s beloved consti-
tutional expert, was being interviewed back 
in 1978 in his Senate office. “Our work is 
not spectacular as a rule, but it can be ex-
ceedingly important.”

Has my father’s assessment of the Sen-
ate become obsolete in the years since? 
Some would say he was wrong from the 
start, that the Red Chamber is a useless 
appendage that has no place in a demo-
cratic system. Having been obliged to ex-
amine the arguments in researching my 
book, I have reached a different conclusion.

Certainly some of the more recent ap-
pointees to the Senate seem to have dedi-
cated themselves to hastening its demise. 
Sensational cases of breach of trust, fraud 
and even alleged violence have disgusted 
a long-suffering public and revived calls for 
abolition or radical reform. Clearly, there’s 
something rotten in the Upper Chamber. 
The question is what to do about it.

The key to solving a problem, wise 
women say, is to agree on what the problem 
really is. Faced with the latest scandals, it 
is tempting to fault the Senate’s very exis-
tence, or the fact that it is appointed rather 
than elected. This reductionist thinking is 
behind the fresh calls for drastic changes 
like “Triple E” or abolition. But defining a 
problem in terms of potential remedies is 
putting the cart before the horse. Instead, 
let’s follow my father’s example, start with 
the facts, and reason our way through 
to sensible solutions. Otherwise we risk 
throwing the baby out with the bathwater.

What, in this case, is the baby? Here’s 
how Eugene Forsey summarized it: 

“The Senate as now constituted does 
much good, and is politically too weak to do 
any serious harm. What good?

“First, detailed revision of legislation, 
with an opportunity for all interested parties 
to have a full hearing. The Senate has an 
immense reservoir of legal and administra-
tive talent and experience, and its commit-
tees do this legal and revisory work effi-
ciently, thoroughly and cheaply.”

The Senate was established at Con-
federation as the “House of sober second-
thought in legislation” and my Dad took that 
seriously. In his 1990 memoir, “A Life on the 
Fringe”, he gave examples, complete with 
amusing anecdotes, of how he and his fel-
low senators performed this unglamourous 
but necessary function. Why necessary? 
Because without the added input, recom-
mendations and revisions resulting from 
the Senate’s review, many badly drafted 
and even unworkable bills would be passed 
into law.

“Second, investigation of public prob-

lems. Senate committees come much 
cheaper than royal commissions, and 
their reports very often lead to changes 
in government policy and legislation, fairly 
promptly.”

In 1998, the Senate Agriculture Com-
mittee took on the pharmaceutical and 
agri-business industries with an exhaustive 
investigation of Bovine Growth Hormone, 
the genetically engineered drug that the 
corporations were pushing Canadian dairy 
farmers to adopt. Senators Mira Spivak, 
a Progressive Conservative from Mani-
toba, and Eugene Whelan, former Liberal 
Agriculture Minister, took the lead in pro-
viding the public platform for courageous 
whistle-blowing scientists at Health Cana-
da to tell their story and expose the truth 
about “BGH”. It is thanks to them, and to 
the behind-the-scenes work of the National 
Farmers Union and other grass-roots activ-
ists, that Canadian milk remains free of this 
noxious product.

The BGH inquiry is just one example 
of the kind of non-partisan co-operation 
that my father viewed as a prime feature 
of the Senate – members regularly work-
ing together across party lines to serve 
the common good. Sadly, that custom has 
been forced into exile in recent years by 
irresponsible appointments and the curse 
of narrow partisanship, but the need – and 
the potential – for a wise, co-operative, pro-
active Upper House persists.

“Third—if rarely—emergency protection 
of the people against some gross violation 
of liberties, or legislative proposals which 
would threaten the very existence of the 
nation, or bills to which a substantial pro-
portion of the population is, manifestly, furi-
ously opposed.”

Senators have always been aware that 
despite their formal constitutional powers, 
they have no electoral mandate of their 
own. Sir John A himself stated that the Sen-
ate would “never set itself against the de-
liberate and understood wishes of the peo-
ple.” Only in exceptional cases, when the 
people’s wishes are clearly either opposed 
or unknown, would senators even consider 
rejecting a bill passed by the Commons 
and forcing an appeal to the electorate (as 
happened with Free Trade a quarter centu-
ry ago.) Failing those extraordinary circum-
stances, Dad said, senators “would have to 
take leave of their senses” to dare to use 
that power. 

In practical terms, then, the Senate’s 
“undemocratic” power a non-issue, and it 
is largely absent from the current discus-
sions. Rightly so: after all, the recent spec-
tacular misconduct of some senators isn’t 
about their collective political power, it’s 
about individual greed and wrong-doing. 
Nonetheless, the scandals have obscured 
the important role of the Upper House in 
our parliamentary system, and fed into the 

simplistic clamourings of its detractors. If 
we are to restore the important role that 
Eugene Forsey claimed for the Senate, 
we need to start with a proper analysis of 
what’s wrong.

The problem is not the Senate’s exis-
tence as an unelected body, its fictional re-
dundancy or its real or imagined powers; it 
is the way its proper functioning has lately 
been undermined. When a government 

uses its power of appointment to fill Senate 
vacancies with party hacks and nodders, 
it undercuts that body’s legislative and in-
vestigative functions by replacing fairness 
with bias and expertise with incompetence. 
When the ruling party uses its majority on 
parliamentary committees to sabotage 
democratic procedure and silence oppos-
ing voices, it prevents those committees 
from doing their essential job. When a gov-
ernment systematically stacks the Senate 
benches with government apologists and 
whips potential dissenters into servile obe-
dience, it disables what my father called the 
Senate’s “reserve power” to provide emer-
gency protection from tyranny.  And when 
it appoints individuals whose vested inter-
ests, sense of entitlement and disregard for 
truth match its own, it sets the Senate up as 
an easy target for popular discontent.

For a disempowered electorate fed 
up with self-serving political cynicism, the 
Senate, like the monarchy and the Con-
stitution itself, makes a convenient scape-
goat – one that Harper and his cronies may 
well be delighted to use to distract us from 
the real issues. But misplacing the blame 
won’t solve the problems facing our belea-
guered democracy. The fault, dear Brutus, 
is not in our constitution, but in the abuses 
of power which have turned of our parlia-
mentary system upside down. We need 
many changes – notably some form of pro-
portional representation, more freedom for 
MPs to speak and act, and enforcement of 
Parliament’s primacy – but a few sensible 
Senate reforms will also help greatly in set-
ting things to rights. 

Ideas for reforming the Senate have 

been around for decades, ebbing and flow-
ing with its public visibility, and my father 
was regularly called upon to assess them. 
Often that didn’t take long: many of the pro-
posals were simply impracticable because 
they would require significant constitutional 
amendments. As he told the Canadian Bar 
Association in 1985, “We now have a very 
rigid Constitution. It is going to be the devil 
of a job getting anything of consequence 
into or out of it.” 

Take abolition, for example. Under the 
Constitution Act, 1982, Dad said, abolish-
ing the Senate would require all ten provin-
cial legislatures to agree. Such agreement 
is highly unlikely. The need for the Upper 
House to represent provincial and region-
al interests at the national level has been 
somewhat diminished through broadened 
provincial jurisdiction and representation 
in the federal cabinet, but the smaller prov-
inces especially would be reluctant to give 
up whatever influence their Senate seats 
provide. As for letting the Senate die by at-
trition, that would ultimately put an end to 
Parliament’s entire law-making function, 
since all legislation is required to pass both 
Houses.

The less drastic option of electing sena-
tors instead of appointing them would seem 
at first glance to be a no-brainer – surely 
this would improve both democracy and 
accountability? But hold on a minute. Even 
if such a proposal were somehow able to 
thread its way through the constitutional 
maze, do we really need a replica of the 
House of Commons? Do we want sena-
tors to spend their time courting popularity 
and running election campaigns every few 
years? Do we want to see the Senate’s 
capacity for non-partisan “sober second 
thought” and in-depth investigation give 
way to political expediency and short-term 
point-scoring? Do we want to risk the kind 
of crippling conflict and deadlock between 
two powerful Houses that we see in the 
US? And do we really want or need to be 
making more trips to the polls ourselves?

None of this is to say we should keep 
the status quo. Changes are needed, now 
more than ever, and my father would em-
phatically agree. Eugene Forsey was no 
stand-patter on Senate reform. What he 
wanted was to make sure that the changes 
would actually resolve the problems, and 
that they could in fact be made. In Part II of 
this article, I will use the tools he left us to 
examine the various proposals – both prac-
ticable and impracticable – that are once 
again being advocated as solutions, and of-
fer some workable ideas for a way forward. 

Helen Forsey is a writer and activist based in 
Ompah. Her book, Eugene Forsey, Canada’s 
Maverick Sage, (Dundurn, 2012), details the 
many facets of her father’s work and its continu-
ing relevance. 
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Mother Tongue Publishing of Salt Spring Island BC announced May 15 that the win-
ner of their 2nd Search for the Great BC Novel Contest is Kathy Para, of Gibsons, BC, for 
her debut novel, Lucky. 

Chosen from five short-listed novels, final judge Caroline Adderson says of the winning 
novel, “Lucky is a beautiful, harsh novel, tension-filled, its language startling and fresh.  It’s 
also funny, thanks to the unflinching perceptions of its daring and damaged protagonist, 
Ani, war photojournalist and surly survivor.  Lucky me.  I got to read this book first.”

Lucky by Kathy Para, is a powerful novel set in the Middle East and Canada and struc-
tured as parallel narratives. It tells the story of Anika Lund, a freelance war photojournalist 
with an ambition to photograph an infamous terrorist. 

She descends into the hell of Fallujah, Iraq in the fall of 2004 to capture images of vio-
lence and atrocity. When she and her colleagues are kidnapped and held by mujahedeen, 
the price of her survival becomes too much to bear. 

Once free and home in Vancouver she continues to suffer the effects of post traumatic 
stress until she finally confronts the trauma. Lucky explores the ideas of war as news en-
tertainment for the West and the price paid by journalists and the moral dilemmas of love 
and war.

Lucky will be published this fall by Mother Tongue Publishing and launched in Vancou-
ver and Gibsons.

The author, Kathy Para, is an award-winning, multi-genre writer. A graduate of the UBC 
Creative Writing program, she holds a BFA Honours and an MFA in Creative Writing. She 
has been published in Geist, Room of One’s Own, Vancouver Review, and Grain and has 
written a regular cultural column for the newspaper, Sunstream. Her stage play, Honey, 
debuted in 2004. She has also written and directed two short films, and in 2010 she pro-
duced the international film festival favourite, Dance of the Little Old Men. She lives in 
Gibsons. Lucky is her first novel.

Short list judges, Gurjinder Basran, and David Chariandy spent the past four months 
reading the 66 manuscript submissions before handing over the short-listed manuscripts 
to Caroline Adderson, to read.  

The 1st Mother Tongue contest in 2009 netted Everything Was Good-bye, Gurjinder 
Basran’s skilful and courageous first novel. Everything Was Good-bye went on to win 
the 2010 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize and Penguin Canada bought Canadian rights. It has 
recently been released in the US as a Pintail Penguin Edition. Jack Hodgins was the final 
judge for the 1st contest.

The writer of the winning manuscript will receive a publishing contract with Mother 
Tongue Publishing, $1,000 advance, regional book launches and readings, media cover-
age, and publication of their novel in a beautiful trade paper edition and ebook.

Speaking of the contest, the judges also stated, “The submissions that we have re-
ceived prove that BC is home to a great number of talented writers, both experienced 
and emerging.  Arriving at a shortlist was very difficult, and we suspect that several sub-
missions that did not make our list will someday make their way into print and find their 
deserved readerships.”

The Judges:
Caroline Adderson is the author of three novels (A History of Forgetting, Sitting Prac-

tice, The Sky Is Falling), two collections of short stories (Bad Imaginings, Pleased To Meet 
You) and won the BC Book Prize in May 2013. Her work has received numerous prize 
nominations including the International IMPAC Dublin Award, the Scotiabank Giller Prize 
(longlist), the Governor General’s Literary Award, the Rogers’ Trust Fiction Prize, and the 
Commonwealth Writers’ Prize.  A two-time Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize and three-time CBC 
Literary Award winner, Caroline was also the recipient of the 2006 Marian Engel Award for 
mid-career achievement. She lives in Vancouver.

Gurjinder Basran’s debut novel, Everything Was Good-bye, was the winner of Mother 
Tongue Publishing’s first ‘Search for the Great BC Novel Contest’ and went on to win the 
2011 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize. Everything Was Good-bye was shortlisted for Amazon.
com›s 2008 Breakthrough Novel Award and was also Reader’s Choice for the ScotiaGiller 
Prize for 3 weeks in a row August 2011 and Voted Top 5 Canada Reads Choice in BC/
Yukon fall 2012. Penguin Canada acquired Canadian rights and re-launched her novel 
and ebook–Spring 2012 and in January 2013 it was released in the US. She lives in Delta. 

David Chariandy’s debut novel Soucouyant was nominated for 10 literary prizes and 
awards, including the 2009 International IMPAC Dublin Literary Award (longlisted), the 
2007 Scotiabank Giller Prize (longlisted), the 2007 Governor Governor General’s Award 
for Fiction (finalist), the 2008 Commonwealth Writers Prize for Best First Book of Canada 
and the Caribbean (shortlisted)and the 2008 Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize (shortlisted).  It 
won the Gold Independent Publisher Award for Best Novel. David teaches in the Depart-
ment of English at SFU. He lives in Vancouver.

Mother Tongue Publishing, Salt Spring Island is one of BC’s smallest and most vi-
brant award-winning literary presses celebrating six years of publishing beautiful and bold 
books of British Columbia art history, fiction, poetry, photography and literary non-fiction. 

www.mothertonguepublishing.com

Winner chosen for Mother Tongue’s 2nd 
Search for the Great BC Novel Contest!

By Stephen Portman
A job is a relationship between you and 

your employer. It may, however, be a rela-
tionship on unequal terms, and you may 
find yourself being treated unfairly. Not 
being paid for hours worked, not receiv-
ing adequate vacation time, or being fired 
without a good reason are examples of un-
fair treatment. All employment relationships 
should meet a basic standard, and in BC 
this standard is set out in a law called the 
BC Employment Standards Act. When you 
are being treated unfairly by your employer, 
you should take action. This article outlines 
when and how to do this.

Learn your rights
When you feel something is not right 

or fair in your workplace, it probably isn’t. 
Trust your instincts. Often employers, just 
like employees, do not know what the law 
is in respect to workplace standards. Take 
some time to learn your rights. Working in 
BC: Your Rights and Legal Responsibilities, 
published by the People’s Law School, is 
available at the Together Against Povery 
Society (TAPS) office or online at www.pub-
liclegaled.bc.ca. Know Your Rights at Work: 
A BC Employee Field Guide, published by 
Vancouver Island Industrial Workers of the 
World, is also available at the TAPS office 
or online at http://zinelibrary.info/files/bc-
workers-rights.pdf. You can often improve 
your relationship with your employer by ex-
plaining what the law requires of them in a 
kind and straightforward way. 

Filing a complaint
If you cannot resolve the problems with 

your employer directly, you can file a com-
plaint with the BC Employment Standards 
Branch (ESB) anytime within six months of 
the incident occurring if you are still working 
for the same employer, or six months from 
your last day of work if you are not. 

The Employment Standards self-help kit
In most cases, the first step before you 

can file a formal complaint is to try and re-
solve your issue directly with your employer 
using the Employment Standards Self-Help 
Kit. The self-help kit is a document that 
helps you outline what your complaint is 
about and what you require your employer 
to do if they want to avoid further legal ac-
tion. Once you have completed the docu-
ment, you forward it to your employer either 
in person or by mail. Your employer has 15 
days to respond to your complaint. 

Please note: if you are within 30 days 
of the end of your six-month period to file a 
formal complaint, you should file the formal 
complaint first, and then proceed with the 
self-help kit. 

The easiest way to complete the self-
help kit is online (to get internet access you 
can try any public library). If you are unable 
to use a computer, you can call the Employ-
ment Standards Branch in Victoria at 250-
387-6121 to ask for help. 

Employment Standards complaint sub-
mission

If your employer does not respond to 
the requests you have made in the self-
help kit within 15 days, you will need to file 
a formal Employment Standards complaint 
submission. Once again, the easiest way to 
do this is online. If you need help, contact 
your local ESB or TAPS. If you complete 
the submission online, remember to record 
the confirmation number and print a copy of 
the complaint for your records.

After the formal complaint is received 
by the ESB, you and your employer will be 
contacted by an Employment Standards 
Officer appointed by the ESB. The officer 
will explain how the specific legislation is 
typically applied to a complaint and urge 
both you and your employer to resolve the 
dispute. If no resolution is reached at this 
stage, the settlement worker will proceed 
with a formal investigation, mediation, or 
adjudication. You and your employer can 
agree to a settlement at any time during the 
process.

Mediation
Most employment standards com-

plaints are resolved through mediation. 

Mediation is a semi-formal process where 
you and your employer meet with an offi-
cer from the ESB to discuss resolving the 
complaint. The officer listens to both sides 
and then gives some information on how 
the law should be applied given the specific 
circumstances of the complaint. If you and 
your employer agree on a settlement at this 
point, you are asked to sign a settlement 
agreement. If you sign this agreement, you 
are declaring that you will pursue no further 
action on the complaint through the ESB. 
If your settlement results in your employer 
owing you money, the branch will pursue 
your employer to help ensure that you are 
paid.

Formal Adjudication
If your complaint proceeds to a formal 

adjudication, be sure to take the time to 
prepare. Adjudications only occur when the 
employee and the employer cannot find a 
resolution through mediation. At the adjudi-
cation hearing, you and your employer will 
have the opportunity to provide evidence for 
the consideration of an officer appointed by 
ESB. After the hearing the officer will issue 
a decision, generally within eight weeks. If 
the decision states that your employer did 
in fact break the law, then your employer 
will have to pay you the amount that you 
are entitled to under the Act, including in-
terest on the amount owing in most cases. 
In addition, your employer will be fined a 
mandatory penalty for each section of the 
Act they have contravened. This means 
that many employers are eager to settle 
complaints before adjudication. Remem-
ber this, and be sure to ask for everything 
you are entitled to and stand your ground in 
pursuit of what is fair at the informal media-
tion stage.

The present day is a dark time for rela-
tionships between employees and employ-
ers, and it is therefore more important than 
ever to stand up for yourself. Between 2001 
and 2005 the ESB went through dramatic 
cuts. One third of ESB staff were laid off, 
and the number of local offices providing 
assistance with complaints and investi-
gations was reduced from 17 to 9. At the 
same time the number of workplaces and 
workers in BC was growing rapidly, creat-
ing a larger need for fair and accessible 
dispute resolution services. 

On top of these cuts, the requirement 
that employees complete a self-help kit be-
fore proceeding to formal dispute resolution 
has significantly decreased the number of 
employees willing to take action against 
their employer. From 2001 to 2004 the 
number of employees who filed a complaint 
with ESB decreased by 61%. 

Take action for yourself, and if you need 
support remember to contact someone 
for assistance. TAPS provides employ-
ment standards assistance Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays. Drop by TAPS at 302 – 895 
Fort Street, or give us a call at 250-361-
3521.
Stephen Portman is TAPS legal advocate. The 
article first appeared in TAPS’ recent edition of 
Taproot about the Employment Standards Act.
 

Employment Standards Act:

When Things Go Wrong With Your Boss

Teen suicide sparks new Raffi book on social media reform
In response to the October 2012 suicide 

of Vancouver teen Amanda Todd, singer 
and author Raffi Cavoukian has written a 
book dedicated to her titled, Lightweb Dark-
web: Three Reasons To Reform Social Me-
dia Before It Re-forms Us.

 In a voice both passionate and level-
headed, Raffi implores systemic changes 
to make Internet use safe, intelligent and 
sustainable.

For decades Raffi’s music has been 
the soundtrack for millions of children, and 
the Washington Post called him “the most 
popular children’s singer in the English-
speaking world”.

“As a troubadour and tech enthusiast, 
as an ecology advocate and children’s 
champion, “ Raffi writes, “I’m moved to 
comment on what I sense is an opportunity 
and crisis of epochal proportions: a chance 
to optimize the social and environmental 
benefits of a digitally connected global vil-
lage by acting quickly to subdue the perils 

of InfoTech’s shadow.”
Raffi puts the onus for social media 

safety squarely with the companies that 
created (and condone) the ongoing secu-
rity risks, especially for young users. He 
takes on the bully culture that relentlessly 
targets kids for profit with digital precision.

After the Amanda Todd tragedy, Raffi’s 
Centre For Child Honouring co-founded the 
Red Hood Project (redhoodproject.com), 
a grassroots movement for social media 
safety for young users. Its open letter to 
Facebook COO Sheryl Sandberg demand-
ing “safety by design” has a list of notable 
signatories including Carol Todd, Amanda’s 
mother.

Citing possible generational impacts 
on intelligence, Lightweb Darkweb raises 
the intrusion of digital technology into early 
child development as a key issue. Stuart 
Shanker, a distinguished research profes-
sor at York University, calls this “a desper-
ately needed message.” Raffi’s keen social 

media insights will be of interest to all us-
ers.

Jaron Lanier, Fritjof Capra, and Joseph 
Weizenbaum all figure in the stories with 
which Lightweb Darkweb makes the case 
for immediate social media reform. Online 
video sensation Annie Leonard echoes this 
plea, as do James Steyer, founder of Com-
mon Sense Media, and professor Howard 
Gardner of Harvard. Digital media authors 
Sherry Turkle (Alone Together) and Nicho-
las Carr (The Shallows) are among those 
who laud this book.

Huffington Post recently published an 
excerpt from the book, and the June 17 Ma-
cLean’s magazine includes an interview 
with Raffi in both the print and online edi-
tions.

Lightweb Darkweb is a book for our 
times: a call for social media safety by 
design, corporate social responsibility 
and clean electronics—a much-needed 
sustainable vision for the future of InfoTech.
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Book review by Jim Manly

The Irish Famine of the 1840s became 
a pivotal event not only for the history of 
Ireland but also for England, the United 
States and Canada.  Although triggered by 
potato blight, the Famine had deep roots 
in five centuries of British oppression and 
was made much worse by the laissez-faire 
approach of the British government of the 
time.  

Tim Pat Coogan’s book, The Famine 
Plot, highlights some of the inhuman de-
tails of this liberal capitalist approach, de-
tails which have unfortunate echoes in the 
neo-liberalism of our time.  (Throughout, 
Coogan uses upper case for the first letter 
of Famine in much the same way that the 
word Holocaust often begins with a capital 
letter.)

England’s control of Ireland began with 
Henry II in the 12th century and expanded 
in the 16th century under the Tudors; with 
the attempt under Cromwell and William 
of Orange to impose Protestantism, mas-
sive amounts of land passed into the hands 
of English and Anglo-Irish landowners.  In 
1800, after the British crushed the 1798 re-
bellion, the Act of Union dissolved the Irish 
Parliament and made Ireland part of the 
United Kingdom.

With access to British markets, agricul-
tural prices went up and many landlords 
became residents of England, leaving their 
extensive estates in the hands of agents.  
Only a handful spent time or money seeking 
to improve their land.  Whether in Ireland or 
in England, the landowners developed an 
extravagant life-style that soon spiraled out 
of control, developing mountains of debt 
and unpayable mortgages.

At the same time the land became 
more and more crowded as the population 
of peasants tripled in the century between 
1741 and 1845.   Fathers with already 
small plots of land divided it to provide their 
daughters with dowries.  Before the Famine 
struck, 135,000 landholdings consisted of 
one acre or less and half of the remaining 
750,000 holdings were less than 10 acres. 
(21)  

Houses generally lacked windows, 
and ventilation came either from the single 
door or through the hole in the roof through 
which the smoke escaped.  Furniture fre-
quently did not extend much beyond a bed, 
an occasional chair, and for the fortunate, 
a table.  Occupants all slept together in the 
clothes they wore, huddled together for 
warmth. (20)

In this context people became more 
and more dependent upon the potato for 
their daily diet.  However, most families 
experienced  almost constant hunger for 

three months of the year between the time 
when their old crop was exhausted and the 
new potatoes were not yet ready.  Thus, 
even before the potato blight struck,  Ire-
land faced a serious crisis.  The overlords 
in the British government knew this and had 
commissioned numerous studies which re-
ported on the serious situation.

“What was needed to avert an inevi-
table disaster was a humane system of 
assisted emigration in combination with a 
sustained effort at reforming the land sys-
tem, developing fisheries, and building Irish 
infrastructure such as roads, bridges, har-
bours, and canals.” (31)  But like present 
day reports about climate change, these 
studies generated debate and discussion 
but no action.

There had been epidemics of potato 
blight before but nothing like that which 
began in 1845 and became a full blown di-
saster in 1846 and subsequent years.   The 
blight caused the centre of healthy looking 
potatoes to become rotten, mushy  and in-
edible.  

At the time England was in the grip of a 
free trade ideology which believed that the 
so called  “laws” of commerce were also 
the laws of nature and hence of God. (cf. 
227).  This combined with a bitter prejudice 
against the Irish typified by an 1836 state-
ment of Disraeli:  “The Irish hate our order, 
our civilization, our enterprising industry, 
our pure religion.  This wild, reckless, indo-
lent and superstitious race have no sympa-
thy with the English character.” (57)  Punch 
described an Irishman as  “A creature man-
ifestly between the Gorilla and the Negro” 
(218) and consistently drew cartoons of the 
Irish looking like apes.

With this thinking, English officials and 
opinion makers could ignore the suffering 
of the Irish people and declare that the po-
tato blight was providential, sent by God to 
clear the land of surplus population so that 
modern commercial agriculture could be 
developed.  

Sir Charles Trevelyan, the assistant 
secretary of the Treasury who was largely 
responsible for establishing policy with re-
spect to Famine relief took a hard dogmatic 
attitude.  “The judgement of God sent the 
calamity to teach the Irish a lesson, that 
calamity must not be too much mitigated. . 
. .The real evil with which we have to con-
tend is not the physical evil of the Famine, 
but the moral evil of the selfish, perverse 
and turbulent character of the people.” (63-
64)

 While the peasants depended almost 
entirely upon the potato for their subsis-
tence, Ireland continued to produce and ex-
port wheat, oats and livestock throughout 
the Famine years.  “Do not encourage the 

idea of prohibiting exports,” said Trevelyan, 
“perfect Free Trade is the right course.” (69)

Even at the best of times the Irish  had 
few legal rights to the land they worked;  
when the Famine struck and they could not 
pay their rents many landlords took advan-
tage of the situation to evict them and make 
way for sheep or cash crops.  The primitive 
huts in which people lived were destroyed 
and the people driven out with nowhere to 
go for refuge.  

One poor law inspector told of a thou-
sand cabins in his district destroyed in 
three months. People who are “wretched, 
helpless, homeless” wander the country-
side “scattering disease, destitution and 
dismay in all directions….  The most aw-
ful cases of destitution and suffering ever 
seen.  When the houses are torn down 
people live in banks and ditches like ani-
mals, until starvation or weather drive them 
to the workhouse.  Three cartloads, who 
could not walk, were brought in yesterday.” 
(177)

 As the crisis deepened more and more 
landlords found themselves under financial 
pressure to evict,  although Coogan details 
the cases of some landlords who faced fi-
nancial ruin rather than doing so.  The situ-
ation was exacerbated even further in 1847 
when Parliament passed the Poor Law Ex-
tension Act which downloaded the respon-
sibility to maintain workhouse relief upon 
taxes collected by the landlords. 

Coogan praises the Society of Friends 
(Quakers) for their organized work to miti-
gate the suffering caused by the Famine 
and the evictions and also their attempt to 
persuade England to adopt a more humane 
policy.  He also points to a number of Cath-
olic and Protestant clergy who were active 
in providing help.  In contrast he cites the 
case of the Rev. Thomas Thompson who, 
as agent for the landlord of Dingle in Coun-
ty Kerry, charged higher rents to Catholic 
than to Protestant tenants; he is reputed 
to have lowered Catholic rents if they con-
verted and also to have evicted hundreds 
of others who did not convert.  In 1847, 
a Protestant paper, The Northern Whig,  
spoke of the “present favourable crisis” as 
an opportunity “for conveying the light of 
the Gospels to the darkened minds of the 
Roman Catholic peasantry.”  (155)

The official response to the widespread 
poverty and hunger was a poorly admin-
istered public works program which paid 
extremely low wages at a time when food 
prices were climbing.  The winter of 1846-
47 saw heavy rains followed by severe frost 
and deep snow making outdoor work im-
possible.  Trevelyan gave instructions “that 
on days when the weather will not permit 
the people to work, they will receive but a 

“God sent the blight but the British sent the famine” 
Tim Pat Coogan. The Famine Plot: England’s Role in Ireland’s Greatest Tragedy. 2012, Palgrave Macmillan, New York, 

proportion of what they would otherwise 
earn, that is clearly the right way of meeting 
the exigency.” (113) 

Workhouses were established, intend-
ed as a last resort for no more than 1% of 
the population when in reality some 3 mil-
lion people were in extreme circumstances.  
At Cork, as an example of the crowded con-
ditions that prevailed, 150 boys occupied a 
space 45 feet by 30  with a total of 24 beds.  
Sixty children had died in the week before 
a doctor’s visit.  

In the workhouse at Bantry, the doctor 
found that 40 children had died in the previ-
ous week and found both living and dead  
lying in the same bed.  At Lurgan 63 chil-
dren had died in a week.  When the guard-
ians gave inmates of the workhouse at 
Balrothery a piece of mutton to supplement 
their meagre diet on Easter Sunday, offi-
cials informed them that such action “was 
directly opposed to sound principle.”(135)

As the cost of maintaining the work-
houses was placed on the  landlords many 
chose rather to pay the fare for their tenants 
to emigrate to the United States, Canada, 
or Liverpool.  It cost only half as much to 
pay the fare to America as it did to maintain 
a pauper for a year in the workhouse.  

Again Lord Trevelyan puts the situation 
into a liberal perspective.”I do not know how 
farms are to be consolidated if small farm-
ers do not emigrate…. By acting for the pur-
pose of keeping them at home, we should 
be defeating our own object.  We must not 
complain of what we really want to obtain.  
If small farmers go,  and then landlords are 
induced to sell portions of their estates to 
persons who will invest capital, we shall at 
last arrive at something like a satisfactory 
settlement of the country.”  (190-191)

Many of the ships, however, were noth-
ing more than floating coffins and since 
many of the emigrants were already ema-
ciated from hunger and many others were 
aged, decrepit or children, there were hun-
dreds of deaths en route.  In addition the 
emigrants were at first little suited to pro-
ductive life either in the crowded slums of 
New York and Boston or in the backwoods 
of Canada.  Here again the death toll was 
high until the more resilient and fortunate 
among them learned not only to cope and 
survive but also to thrive.

The Famine Plot is a powerful, well  
researched and well written account of  a 
traumatic time and place in human history.  
The callous manner which the British gov-
ernment adopted in dealing with this trau-
ma has unfortunate echoes in our own time 
in the equally callous way that our nation 
follows the dictates of neo-liberalism and 
ignores the problems of poverty in our own 
country and around the world.

Story and photo by Heather Tufts

 The sun descended behind the open stage on a 
warm spring evening and the crowd was united in the 
knowledge that something special was happening.

Thrust into the message inspired by Idle No 
More, Buffy Sainte Marie sang her truth about indig-
enous resurgence and how the popular movement 
has revived a sense of purpose and restated history. 
Her passionate lyrics echoed across the clear open 
fields and we were entranced.

We are circling, circling together. We are sing-
ing, singing our heart song.

 This is unity….this is family. This is celebra-
tion.....this is sacred.

Buffy Sainte-Marie has been a symbol of the free 
expression movement since the 1960s and her pow-
erful songs inspired countless people seeking hope 
and change. Her thought-provoking lyrics expressed 
through well-known songs were the highlight of Con-
gress 2013 at the University of Victoria in early June. 
As a social justice activist she was an icon for the 
peace movement during the global protest against 
the Vietnam War. 

She continues to inspire hopes for a peaceful 
world by condemning the misfortunes of war and 
her Universal Soldier lyrics remain evocative and 
relevant.

But without him, how would Hitler have con-
demned him at Dac

Without him Caesar would have stood alone.
He’s the one who gives his body as a weapon of 

the war.
And without him all this killing can’t go on.
Music for change is a powerful motivator and is 

inextricably linked to social movements, environ-
mental justice and indigenous rights. Buffy’s emo-
tive words about the tragic events at Wounded Knee 
highlight the need to understand truth because his-
tory repeats.

They got these energy companies who want the 
land

And they’ve got churches by the dozen who 
want to guide our hands

And sign Mother Earth over to pollution, war and 
greed.

Bury my heart at wounded knee deep in the 
earth

Cover me with pretty lies
Bury my heart at wounded knee.
Buffy’s own life has been one of transitions; from 

songwriter to folk and protest singer, to country and 
western and rock and roll musician, to social activ-
ist, mother, script-writer, actress, digital artist, philan-
thropist, and educator. Her Cradleboard Teaching 
Project is transformative in the public education sys-
tem by framing curriculum that reflects and enriches 
the indigenous experience to all students.

There are pivotal moments in life when the 
pounding rhythms of music with a message reflect a 
purpose, reinstate the value of social justice and re-
invigorate the mission of activism. The talent of Buffy 
Sainte Marie lies in her unique, guttural voice and 
vibrant, free-styling moves but her gift is the inspira-
tion of words that are used to evoke positive change.

 She teaches us to have a voice, that another 
world is possible and that we can celebrate life while 
endeavoring to work for social and environmental 
justice. 

We are circling together.

Buffy Sainte Marie’s music with a social justice message
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Calendar of coming events
CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 pm at the CRD 
offices at 625 Fisgard Street in Victoria.

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 

hosted by the Juan de Fuca NDP, will take 
place on Sunday, August 25, from 12:30-
2:30 pm at the Sooke River Campground 
(The Flats). Come out and enjoy this family 
event! Hot dogs, hamburgers, cake auction, 
games for the kids, prizes! $10 per family. 
For further information,call 250-514-1578 
or email to jdfndpca.gmail.com.

LABOUR DAY PICNIC, sponsored by the 
Victoria Labour Council, will take place on 
Monday, September 2, from 11 am till 3 
pm at Irving Park (corner of Menzies and 
Michigan Streets, in James Bay). Everyone 
is welcome! Kids eat free! Live music! Kids’ 
activities. Information booths. For more 
information, call 250-384-8331 or email to 
vlcbc@telus..net.

Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on tRe 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 
are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Susanne Francoeur.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 
goals are welcome. For further  informa-
tion, contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.

HOT DOGS, HAMBURGERS ‘N’ HOR-
GAN, a family bbq and dessert auction, 

ESQUIMALT-JUAN DE FUCA FEDERAL 
New Democrats and Friends welcome you 
to our Supporter Appreciation  Barbecue, 
Saturday, September 7, from 2-5 pm,  by 
the sea on Parry Bay, at 3837 Duke Road, 
Metchosin. Directions: turn off Metchosin 
Road onto Duke Road -- East or West ac-
cess -- look for the Randall Garrison  signs. 
Admission by donation (suggested dona-
tion $20). Salads or desserts welcome. For 
more information and to RSVP, call Jock 
Bates at 250-478-9735 or Jennifer Burgis 
at 250-881-8280 or email to esquimaltjdf@
gmail.com.

Like to see your coming event here? Please 
email details to dale_young@telus.net.

By Theresa Wolfwood
Summer reading need not always be froth and frivolity; a good book with substance 

is also a great way to relax. Here are some non-fiction, fiction and poetry volumes to im-
merse and engage readers in no particular order.

 
Deneault, Alain and William Sacher.  Imperial Canada Inc. Legal Haven of Choice 

for the World’s Mining Industries, 2012, Talonbooks, Vancouver, Canada 
“This book is intended to provide Canadians and international public opinion with tools 

to help it ask critical questions about Canadian activities in the south and in Eastern Eu-
rope, as well as about the role of the Canadian government in relation to these activities.”  

This meticulously documented analysis--exposé--provides the background and histori-
cal context for Canada’s role in supporting the exploitation by mining industries around the 
world.  What Liberia is to shipping companies, Canada is for mining companies. 

 
 Sacco, Joe.  Footnotes in Gaza, 2009,  Metropolitan Books, Henry Holt and Com-

pany. New York, USA
Review by Theresa Wolfwood: As someone in Gaza told me, “events are continuous 

...Palestinians never seem to have the luxury of digesting one tragedy before the next 
one is upon them...younger people often viewed my research into the events of 1956 with 
bemusement...the past and the present cannot be so easily disentangled; they are part of 
a remorseless continuum, a historical blur.”

Sacco has once again created an amazing documentation in comic strip form. 
 
Galeano, Eduardo. OPEN VEINS OF LATIN AMERICA: five centuries of the pil-

lage of a continent, 1973, 1997, Monthly Review Press, New York, USA
 “… history has not ceased to be a cruel mistress to us…The system has multiplied 

hunger and fear; wealth has become more and more concentrated, poverty, more and 
more widespread. That is recognized by the documents of specialized international agen-
cies in whose aseptic vocabulary our oppressed territories are countries in the process of 
development” and the pitiless impoverishment of the working class is “regressive income 
distribution.” And “Our fate as Latin American writers is linked to the need for profound 
social change…In an incarcerated society, free literature can exist only as denunciation 
and hope.”  

This is the classic history of Latin America, highly readable.
 
Weldon, Fay. THE SHRAPNEL ACADEMY, Cornet Books, UK
 A work of fiction by the famous British novelist, this is truly the most brilliant satire on 

war, militarism, social justice and human stupidity; written nearly 20 years ago, it is still as 
biting and relevant as when first published. Very funny as well as poignant and political.

 
Janice Williamson, editor. Omar Khadr, Oh Canada, 2012, McGill-Queen’s  Univer-

sity Press, Montreal, Canada.  ISBN 978-0-7735-4022-4
The “Khadar case is a black mark on my own country’s international reputation and 

standing.”    Romeo Dallaire, one the book’s contributors
This collection by 34 Canadian academics, writers, poets and artists is an important 

contribution to our understanding of Canada’s treatment and public attitudes towards a 
Canadian child soldier, imprisoned and abused  in the USA’s notorious prison camp at 
Guantanamo Bay; he is now serving the last years of his sentence by a US military judge 
in Canada. 

 
Alibhai-Brown, Yasmin. THE SETTLER’S COOKBOOK: A Memoir of Love, Migra-

tion and Food, 2008, Portobello Books, London, UK.
This very personal and frank autobiography shows how well the author, a writer, teach-

er and mother, has used these gifts to make a life for herself and her family in England af-
ter she is forced, along with thousands of others of Asian descent, to leave Uganda when 
Idi Amin came to power. Witty self- awareness and fantastic recipes.

 
Jones, Esyllt and Adele Perry.  PEOPLE’S CITIZENSHIP GUIDE: A response to 

conservative Canada, 2012,  Arbeiter Ring Publishing, Winnipeg, MN, Canada
“Canada has a capitalist economy which means that the bulk of decisions are made by 

private, for-profit firms hiring wage labour...The Canadian economy is an unequal one...
Since the 1980s Canada has become more liberal and less equal. Its tax system is less 
progressive.”

Intended for recent immigrants as a response to the official citizenship guide which 
lauds Canada’s military history and the monarchy, this book is a little gem which should 

be read by all Canadians. A group of Canadian academics, activists and writers have 
produced a concise and clear history of Canada – a history we don’t learn in school, from 
textbooks or government documents. 

 Hooks, Margaret. Tina Modotti: Photographer and Revolutionary, 1993, Pandora, 
HarperCollins Publications, London UK 

Tina Modotti came from a poor family in Italy to the US; her beauty and strong charac-
ter lead her into a modelling and acting career. She went to Mexico; she fell in love with 
that country and became an amazing photographer; her political convictions moved her to 
social documentary photography.                                                           

She was a friend and colleague to many of the art and left community in Mexico from 
Frida Kahlo to the famous male muralists. She posed for her lover Diego Rivera and her 
image can be found in his murals.

 
Cortas, Wadad Makdisi.   A World I Loved, 2009, Nation Books, New York, USA
“We dwell in many homes on earth, the dearest is the place of birth.”
This poetic sentence was one of many which Wadad Cortas’s father recited. He instilled 

in her a love of the Arabic language, Arabic culture and a deep love of her birth place. Her 
parents also believed in the education and rights of women. Cortas was well-educated and 
widely travelled. She was a perceptive observer of her own and other worlds; fortunately 
she recorded many of her reflections and memories that became the substance of this 
memoir, based in a now war-torn country, Lebanon.

 
Shaxson, Nicholas. Treasure islands: Uncovering the Damage of Offshore Bank-

ing and Tax Havens, 2011, Palgrave Macmillan, UK. ISBN 978-0-230-10501-0
Societies grant corporations immense privileges, such  as limited liability…they have 

also been granted the right to be treated as artificial legal entities that can relocate to differ-
ent  jurisdictions almost at will, irrespective of where they really do business. In exchange 
for these remarkable privileges, corporations were originally held to a set of obligations to 
the societies in which they are embedded: notably to be transparent about their affairs and 
to pay taxes. Where one-third of taxes go – uncollected and we make up for them.

 
Wong, David H.T. Escape to Gold Mountain: A Graphic History of the Chinese in 

North America, a graphic novel (240 page comic book), 2012, Arsenal Pulp Press, Van-
couver, BCISBN: 9781551524764  

Written and illustrated by talented Vancouver architect and guest speaker at this year’s 
Cumberland Miners’ Memorial, the book is aimed at younger readers but makes fascinat-
ing reading for adults who never learned about the role and treatment of Chinese people 
in our society; he bases his story on interviews with elders and extensive research. Do you 
know what “The Iron Chink” was?

 
Eng, Tan Twan.  The Garden of Evening Mists, 2012.  Myrmidon Books,  Newcastle 

upon Tyne NE1 3DY, UK
A tender, sometimes brutal, story of the life of a judge who was interned by the Japa-

nese in Malaysia during WW2. Her life reflect the ambiguity of personal experience and 
the painful process of memory in Eng’s sensitive and lyrical prose.

 
Vassanji, M.G.  The Magic of Saida, 2012, Doubleday Canada, Toronto ON
A novel about a Canadian doctor who, haunted by memories of his childhood in East 

Africa, goes back to Tanzania to find his first love. The book reveals the history of peoples 
displaced and exiled as the intense story unfolds.

 
Chambers, Carole. She Draws the Rain, 2013, Thistledown Press. Saskatoon, SK, 

Canada ISBN 978-1-927068-42-7
Rooted on Hornby Island, surrounded by the Salish Sea, Chambers in her latest of five 

volumes of poems expresses her enduring passion for the people and land she loves so 
deeply. She Draws the Rain is her finest collection yet with poems that speak powerfully 
to our connection to nature and our human environment.

 
Sprague, Jeb.  Paramiltiarism and the Assault on Democracy in Haiti, 2012, 

Monthly Review Press, USA
 Haiti has tried for centuries to rid itself of foreign domination; the latest dominator is 

Canada. We send troops to support the overthrow of democracy there; imperial powers 
prefer to support brutal paramiltary power and dictators. We need to know what Sprague 
writes about – we are partially responsible for the poverty and repression in Haiti.

Summer reading suggestions 

After much difficulty choosing the 2013 
Cowichan Green Community’s (CGC) 
Green Superhero Award winners, the 
Green Superheroes were finally unmasked 
during the CGC’s Annual General Meeting 
at the Duncan Christian Reformed Church 
on June 18. 

The first annual Green Superhero 
Awards recognize and celebrate incredible 
people in the Cowichan Region who do 
remarkable work when it comes to taking 
care of the environment. A Green Super-

hero can be anyone in the Cowichan Re-
gion who is creating positive change for the 
environment. Whether it is riding a bicycle 
every day, growing organic food, or recy-
cling and re-purposing junk, these actions 
help us get one step closer to a happier and 
healthier planet. 

CGC’s Green Superheroes were se-
lected from the following categories; indi-
vidual, youth, and team. This year’s Green 
Superheroes are Lynn Wytenbroek, the 
Employability Skills Program students from 

Cowichan Green Community’s Green Superhero Award Winners
Vancouver Island University and Transition 
Cowichan. 

However, there are plenty more spec-
tacular people in the Cowichan community 
who should also be recognized for their 
phenomenal work. The following honorable 
mentions are Pat Amos, Eugene Fleck, 
Don Skerik, Shirley and Joe Briggs, Peter 
Nix, Amber Altman, Ted Leischner, Craig 
Evans, One Cowichan, and Cycle Co-
wichan. Congratulations to the spectacular 
nominees.

Make sure to nominate your favorite 
Green Superhero or Green Superheroes 
next year!

More information about this year’s 
Green Superheroes can also be found 
on CGC’s website, www.cowichangreen 
community.org and Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/cowichangreencommunity, 
or contact CGC at 250-748-8506 or info@
cowichangreencommunity.org
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MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Of-
fice, Bill Routley: MLA, 273 Trunk  
Road, Duncan, BC, or PO Box 599, Duncan, BC, 
V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, toll free 1-877-
715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, email bill.routley.
mla@leg.bc.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100  Ældersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC, V9A 7M8, phone 250-
479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
gan, MLA, 800 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, BC 
V9B 2X7, phone 250-391-2801, email john.hor-
gan.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Saanich South Community Office, Lana Po-
pham, MLA: 4085 Quadr Street, Victoria, BC, v8 
1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, or visit  
website at www.saanichsouth.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands Community 
Office: Gary Holman, MLA. Office to be ar-
ranged.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email crowder1A@@parl.gc.ca.

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office, Jean 
Crowder, MP, 101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, 
BC, V9L 1P1, email jean@jeancrowder.ca or 
visit her website at www.jeancrowder.ca.

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Of-
fice, Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith 
Place, Victoria, BC, V9A 7M8, open 10 am-4 pm, 
Monday-Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4568. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 1P0, or contact presi-
dent by email at cowichanvalley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats:
Write Box 231, 110-174  Wilson Street, Victoria, 
BC, V9A 7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@
gmail.com.

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Phone presi-
dent John Lewiniski at 250-391-1686 or email 
him at jonalew@hotmail.com.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Mike Lloyd at 250-812-3785 or 
by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
P president Marilyn Callahan.
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
the president at President@vslndp.ca or write 
PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: 
Contact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@ 

shaw.ca or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admi-
rals Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats: Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371 or email 
her at suecreba@aquarius.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact president Michele Murphy at 250-727-9990 
or by email to  ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.
com or Irene Wright (Gulf Islands) by phone/fax 
at 250-537-5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact president 
Kellu Newhook, write to PO Box 8383, Victoria, 
BC   V8W 3R9 or visit their website at www.vic-
toriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
250-978-9325, email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Ecojustice: 214-131 Water Street, Vancouver, 
BC, V6B 4M3, phone 1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 
Sharlene Ptterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services (Seniors Entitle-
ment Service), sponsored by the Greater Victo-
ria Seniors (OAPO) organization and located at 
the Blanshard Community Centre, 901 Kings Rd, 
(Kings and Dowler Streets), close to the #4 and 
#6 buses on Quadra St.  Service is free to seniors 
55+ in Greater Victoria.  Normally open on Mon-
days & Thursdays from 9-3 pm and Wednesdays 

from 9-12 noon.  We will be closed for summer 
break from July 15 to August 19.  For more infor-
mation please phone 250-388-7696
Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.
net.; Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, 
Kim Manotn, secretary

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, 
BC, V8W 3R9, hone/fax 250-592-8307, email 
centre@vicpeace.ca or visit website at www.
vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and 
discussion — including just about the entire 
range of what passes for the Left in Canada. 
A few years ago we adopted the banner “a 
magazine for people who want to change the 
world”. That’s still a good summary of who we 
are. Subscriptions from $29.99. See http://ca-
nadiandimension.com for more information.Or 
contact them by mail at Canadian Dimension, 
2E-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 
1G5, or by phone at 204-957-1519 or oll-ree: 
1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): Reform-minded focus fcus on 
monetary issues and how they affect our soci-
ety.
Membership: $50; journal only $30. Contact 
them at 27 Sherbourne Street North, Suite 1, 
Toronto, ON M4W 2T3; tel: 416-924-3964; fax: 
416-466-5827; email: comerpub [at] comer.org.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

The Democrat: Published by the BC NDP, 5367 
Kingsway, Burnaby, BC, V5H 2G1. Subscriptions  
$10 per year.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour mag-
azine and read by most labour organizations 
and other supporters of working people. Check 
its website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased 
at Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Info-
shop, Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and 
Munro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and 
Receive an email notice when a new issue is 
online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP social-
ist caucus, is published for each federal and 
Ontario provincial convention. It is written and 
edited and by SC supporters but also includes 
articles by and interviews with progressive activ-
ists from outside the NDP as well. Download the 
paper at www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html
Victoria Street Newz: An independent media 
Dproject, working to end poverty and home-
lessness, sold by low income individuals on the 

streets of Victoria BC Canada, unceded Coast 
Salish Indigenous territory. Street Newz offers a 
reliable alternative to corporate or government 
controlled media. It provides a dignified way for 
low and/or no income people to earn a few ex-
tra bucks and participate in the local economy. It 
publishes research and opinions and photos and 
art from you, the people. View it also at http://
relativenewz.ca

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.wordpress.com/
is a democratic socialist tabloid newspaper that 
appears as often as possible.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a fo-
cused look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the 
Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

http://pacificfreepress.com

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices in Canada.

http://socialcoast.org

http://socialenvironmentalalliance.word-
press.com

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.
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