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By Starla Anderson

More than 900 delegates from around 
the province attended the BCNDP Conven-
tion held November 15 to 17 at the Vancou-
ver Convention Centre.  

Musqueam elder Mary Charles and 
her granddaughter, Christie Charles, wel-
comed delegates to their territory, noting 
that the convention was being held on 
the site of an old hunting village. Christie 
drummed as her grandmother offered a 
welcome prayer and sang in honor of long-
time labour leader, Jack Munro, who had 
passed away early that morning.

Vancouver Mayor Gregor Robertson 
welcomed delegates, saying, “Thanks for 
your commitment to politics, democracy, 
and good government,” and asserted that 
“We don’t need to make a choice between 
the environment and the economy—Van-
couver’s economy cannot grow without in-
vesting in rapid transit.”

Outgoing BCNDP President Moe Siho-
ta urged the party to reach out to growing 
ethnic and Aboriginal communities, saying, 
“Unless the party reflects the ethnic diver-
sity of the province, the party is doomed to 
defeat.” 

Sihota added that one of his overarch-
ing memories of the May campaign is of 
the number of young people working with 

commitment and zeal:  “Now is the time for 
a new generation of members to step up 
and take over the reins of the party.”

Jan O’Brien, the outgoing Provincial 
Secretary, reported that though the party 
has lessons to learn from the failed cam-
paign, there is much to be proud of. More 
than 10 million dollars was raised through 
fundraising ventures and donations from 
January 1 to May 14, twice the amount 
raised in the same period leading up to the 
2009 election: “This exceeded all expec-
tations,” she said, adding thaten asserted 
that enhancing voter contact strategies 
must be a priority, including investing in a 
modern voter contact system.

Outgoing Treasurer Heather Harri-
son reported that “the last two years have 
been a period of unprecedented fundrais-
ing growth for our party, a result of strong 
constituency association fundraising and 
strong growth in our fledgling corporate 
fundraising program. We have a number of 
financial challenges as a result of our 2013 
campaign debt [$1.7 million]; however, 
thanks to modernizing our fundraising and 
building new sources of revenue, we’re in a 
better position than  ever to pay down debt 
and undertake the work that needs to hap-
pen over the next three years.”

Moving from executive business into 
debate on health and education resolu-

tions, New Westminster MLA Judy Darcy, 
Health critic, admonished the Liberals for 
balancing budgets on the backs of the vul-
nerable.  Darcy referred to the cutbacks of 
cancer patient treatments in Nanaimo, only 
restored after a public outcry, and asked, 
“Why is there no investment in addiction 
treatment? Why do we not have an inde-
pendent seniors’ advocate? Why are we 
not focusing on prevention with community 
health centres?”

Health and education resolutions that 
passed were: Promoting solutions for 
healthcare and seniors; Improving youth 
mental health services; Improving First Na-
tions and Aboriginal high school graduation 
rates; Restore the therapeutics initiative 
and Improve BC’s prescriptive drug plan.

Convention coordinator Lena Shilling-
ton and her team invited many inspiring 
speakers to address delegates still feeling 
the sting of the election loss. 

North Vancouver Mayor Darrell Mus-
satto spoke about his council’s goal to have 
the city’s heating off fossil fuels and relying 
on biomass, solar, geothermal, and natural 
gas energy sources within 10 years. Mus-
satto said that partnerships create jobs in 
a sustainable way: housing developers can 
build higher if they give units for social hous-
ing and childcare space, and they work with 
organizations such as the Kiwanis to build 

social housing units.
Friday’s keynote speaker, Stephen 

Lewis, NDP elder, humanitarian, and hu-
man rights activist, opened his eloquent 
oratory with lines from an English ballad 
that Tommy Douglas had spoken after one 
of his defeats: “I am sore wounded but not 
slain ...I will lay me down and bleed a while 
and then rise up and fight again.” 

Lewis said, “There is no time for self-
pity—this is a historical time to redefine 
democratic socialism against the backdrop 
of capitalism—our future depends upon it.”  

Lewis spoke about the catastrophes 
orchestrated by global warming and on-go-
ing injustices: inequalities in distribution of 
our resources; repercussions of the geno-
cidal impulse of church and state to hold 
150,000 Aboriginal children in residential 
schools; gender Inequalities; Canada’s 
diminished global reputation; government 
hostility towards working people and sup-
port of corporate greed. 

Lewis received a heartfelt standing ova-
tion.

Saturday morning began with Standing 
Committee Reports, followed by an appeal 
by Saanich South MLA Lana Popham to 
fight to save the Agricultural Land Reserve.

“Farming is part of our history and the 
future of our sustainable economy,” Po-

Victoria-Beacon Hill delegates, some of the over  900 delegates attending the 43rd BCNDP 43rd Convention in Vancouver November 15-17, raise their voting cards to show 
support for one of the many resolutions discussed over three days. Craig Keating from North Vancouvr was elected new president of the BC NDP.          -- Photo by Tony Sprackett

“...Rise up and fight again”

Seasons’ Greetings to all our readers!
Please turn to page 2, “...Rise up”
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End the exploitation of the mind in the waters.
Don’t buy a ticket!

Orca Network   (Whidbey Island)   
http://www.orcanetwork.org/

The Orca Project   (Florida)  
http://theorcaproject.wordpress.com/

MarineLand Animal Defense (Niagara) 
http://marinelandanimaldefense.com/

Bring L-pod orca Lolita Tokitae home to the Salish Sea

ESQUIMALT-JUAN DE FUCA NEW DEMOCRATS
       extend a

          Warm Welcome
                  
         To the members from 
         Saanich-Gulf Islands 
                      who live in the area between 

Douglas/Pat         Douglas Street/Pat Bay Highway and 
    Quadra/Cook and Tolmie streets,   
        who are joining us in the new
                       Saanich-Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca riding.

We’ll look forward to meeting you at the new riding’s 
Founding General Meeting.

Watch for a notice to be mailed to you early in the new year.

wishing you much joy this holiday season          & all the very best in the new year

fraserplumbing.ca
info@fraserplumbing.ca
250-727-3888

pham said. “We will tell the Liberals to keep 
their grubby, greedy hands off our agricul-
tural lands. Please join me and our agricul-
ture critic Nicholas Simons, in the fight to 
save our ALR.”

An emergency resolution was later 
unanimously passed “for the continued pro-
tection of our province’s agricultural land...
and an expanded mandate for the Agricul-
tural Land Commission.”

The following social justice resolutions 
were approved: Poverty reduction plan; Hu-
man biomedical experimentation on Indig-
enous communities and residential schools 
(to support the Assembly of First Nations’ 
resolution that information regarding scien-
tific experimentation on Indigenous people 
be made public); Commitment to end in-
justice towards aboriginal people; Creating 
accessible and affordable child care; End-
ing violence towards women; End human 
trafficking; Improving youth voter turnout; 
Electoral reform; and Create an indepen-
dent seniors’ advocate.

Leader Adrian Dix received a standing 
ovation as he both began and concluded 
his remarks.

Dix commented that “It is often said 
these days that we live in cynical times...
cynicism is toxic to us. We have to get 
closer to people and communities, to en-
gage people in ways we haven’t thought of 
before—listen to them, engage with them, 
speak to them to keep alive the belief that 
we can make change.”

Dix continued, “The election defeat on 
May 14 was a significant one—3,000 party 
members who participated in the campaign 
review survey stated that we didn’t com-
municate our platform, we didn’t prosecute 
against the Liberal government and we 
didn’t communicate the risk of their re-elec-
tion. The responsibility for defeat rests with 
the leader and I accept that responsibility—
I look forward to serving our new leader 
who will take us to victory in 2017.”

Environment critic Spencer Chandra 
Herbert, introduced resolution debates on 
sustainable economy and environment. 

Herbert urged that “We need to be 
leaders thinking long term for our grand-
children. People say you can’t have green 
jobs and a strong economy but what kind 
of government doesn’t invest in transit, in 
public housing, and why aren’t we building 
ferries here?”

The following resolutions were carried:  
Sustainable economy and green jobs plan; 
Developing a new economic platform; En-
sure the right to water is respected in Brit-
ish Columbia; Rights for temporary foreign 
workers; Restore the BC Utilities Commis-

sion and promote energy conservation; 
Task force on sustainable agriculture; Sus-
taining public forest lands; Protecting our 
wild salmon; and Protecting our water.

Jerry Dias, president of UNIFOR, was 
another forceful speaker, bringing attention 
to the 30 percent of Canadian youth who 
are unemployed.

Dias said, “We need to bring young 
people into the labour movement to help 
them realize their dreams. We need to use 
bargaining to talk about issues to create 
jobs. Why do we have a government that 
wants to build pipelines to ship jobs away? 
Why is it that we cut our trees and ship 
them away—closing pulp and paper mills? 
It’s about capitalism that says it has all the 
rights. In the past year, the federal gov-
ernment has intervened in job actions by 
postal workers and rail workers—we have 
a choice to remain silent or change the po-
litical landscape in this country.”

Saturday afternoon, Tom Mulcair, Lead-
er of Canada’s Official Opposition, spoke 
of a “broken Ottawa” with a Conservative 
government that resorts to voter suppres-
sion and robo calls to get its MPs elected. 
He warned that under the Conservatives, 
in 2015, 3.5 billion dollars in transfer pay-
ments won’t be made and that health care, 
transit, and post-secondary education will 
be neglected. 

Mulcair argued that the Kyoto Accord 
was only a public relations exercise for the 
Liberals and that “What we’re doing now 
with mining practices has no excuse—
we’re betraying future generations.”  He 
promised that “The only interest that my 
cabinet will be asked to serve is the public 
interest.”

Leo Gerard, the International President 
of the United Steelworkers, introduced 
Saturday’s keynote speaker, Ed Schultz, 
with his own rousing challenges:  “Are we 
asking too much when we ask for decent 
wages, childcare, dignity at work, a decent 
income and a pension? Was Nelson Man-
dela asking too much for South Africa to be 
inclusive?  Was Mahatma Gandhi asking 
too much to want to free his people?  They 
were knocked down but they got up.”

Schultz, commentator on MSNBC’s 
Let’s Get to Work, also spoke with fervour, 
saying, “You have as much time as your 
opponent to get ready for the next elec-
tion. Are you ready to speak up in your 
community?  Ask yourself: Do I have the 
intestinal fortitude, heart, soul, and de-
sire to tell others what I believe in? That’s 
what wins elections—nothing else. Talk to 
people about how you have to support col-
lective bargaining to have a middle class. 

Talk about the Americans who go bankrupt 
when they have a health issue. Talk about 
the value of public education—when fund-
ing is cut, 20 years on, you don’t have the 
same country.  Social justice is an invest-
ment in the future.”

Campaign strategist Mira Oreck offered 
ways to connect with apathetic voters with 
two Youtube video productions, one aimed 
at cynical young voters and the other with 
Florida Bubbies and Zaydes. (To see them, 
Google: Samuel L Jackson short film AD: 
Wake the Fuck UP!!! and www.The Great 
Schlep.com).

Oreck said, “The most important thing 
we did was listen to our frustrated friends 
and family to inform our strategy.”

Doug Donaldson, MLA for Stikine, 
spoke briefly saying that the people of the 
Stikine region say “Yes to Jobs! but No to 
Enbridge Oil!” an added that “the economy 
and the land are intimately connected and 
the fisheries will be destroyed if the pipe-
line is allowed to pass through Stikine terri-
tory—what matters is building a foundation 
for the future with skills training.”

An hour was given for delegates to 
speak to the Election Review Report sent 
out a week before the Convention. Del-
egates spoke to the assembly and to the 
review panel chaired by Cindy Oliver. An 
emergency resolution with thanks to the 
panel members and an endorsement of 
their recommendations was passed.

Constitution and party affairs resolu-
tions were debated and the following were 
carried with a 2/3rds majority:  Establish-
ing a BCDNP leadership training program; 
Develop protocol on the suspension of PAC 
donations; Supporting First Nations and 
Aboriginal candidates; Multi-year member-
ships; Nominating convention appeals pro-
cess; Renaming the position of Provincial 
Secretary to Provincial Director; Electing 
regional representatives.

The day closed with speeches by the 
candidates for President, Craig Keating 
and Jagrup Brar.

Sunday morning began with words from 
Jim Sinclair, president of the BC Federation 
of Labour. Sinclair encouraged delegates to 
“Never forget where we come from...never 
forget whose shoulders we stand on.” 

He asked the assembly to stand up “if 
you have ever had a union card.” Most did. 
“Are we a party of working people or what?”

Sinclair identified two big issues: in-
equality on the planet like we’ve never seen 
before, and the environment.”We’re the 

only ones who try to put those two things 
together to make it work,” he said.

The Young Democrats, the Standing 
Committee on Agriculture, the Pride Cau-
cus and the Oversight Committee gave 
their reports. 

The Oversight Committee chair, Gerard 
Janssen, reported that this committee had 
little guidance in fulfilling their mandate and 
that two pieces of outstanding business 
need follow-up by the newly elected Provin-
cial Council: four complaints by members 
about certain MLAs in respect of former 
Leader Carole James’ decision to resign 
in 2010; and the election budget being ex-
ceeded without authorization of the appro-
priate bodies. 

These reports were followed by greet-
ings from Andrea Horwath, leader of Ontar-
io’s New Democrats. Horwath said, “I love 
being in a room where people aren’t afraid 
to dream...but the NDP changed Canada 
because we didn’t just dream big dreams, 
we rolled up our sleeves and made the 
changes happen. It isn’t just about winning 
elections—it’s about making a real differ-
ence.”

Two other speakers rounded out the 
convention before the announcement of 
the executive election results: Jane Shin, 
MLA for Burnaby-Lougheed, and Derek 
Corrigan, Mayor of Burnaby. 

Shin spoke of how the healthcare sys-
tem in Canada had literally saved her life, 
and Corrigan joked about how his city is 
known as “The People’s Republic of Burn-
aby”. He said that his progressive govern-
ment has maintained its electoral base 
more than 20 years because they’re able to 
balance conflicting interests and bring peo-
ple together to develop social and environ-
mental goals along with a vibrant economy 
to support these goals— Burnaby has $700 
million in reserves with no debt. 

Corrigan encouraged delegates to find 
good NDP candidates to run in municipal 
elections and offer support for their cam-
paigns—if elected locally, they can be 
elected provincially and federally.”

The executive election results were 
announced following Corrigan’s speech. 
The newly elected president, Craig Keat-
ing closed the convention with his thoughts 
about working together to renew our party

Starla Anderson is an executive member of Vic-
toria-Swan Lake NDP Constituency Association 
and a convention delegate.

“...Rise up and fight again”, contiued from page 1

Craig Keating elected 
BCNDP president

With 61% of the 788 votes cast, Craig 
Keating was elected president of the 
BCNDP at the end of the party’s Novem-
ber 15-17 convention, held at Vancouver’s 
Convention Centre. The only other candi-
date was Jagrup Brar, who was MLA for 
Surrey-Panorama Ridge from 2004 to 2009.

In his victory speech, Keating pro-
claimed that, “Today is the day we stop 
looking back and look forward—with 
greater focus, purpose, and conviction. We 
must take leadership on the environment, 
jobs, education, and healthcare—together 
we will fight for change and win the 2017 
election to govern well on behalf of all.”

Keating has been active in the NDP 
since he was a teenager in Ontario, and 
has served on the executive of his North 
Vancouver-Lonsdale constituency as-
sociation for many years. Keating has 
been elected to the North Vancouver 

City Council in five civic elec-
tions—focusing his campaign plat-
form on affordable housing, child-
care, and sustainability initiatives. 

He had a close second place fin-
ish in his May 2013 bid to win an NDP 
seat in North Vancouver-Lonsdale.

Keating holds a PhD in History from Mc-
Master University and is currently a professor 
of History at Langara College in Vancouver. 
He has also taught at Simon Fraser Univer-
sity and the University of British Columbia.

An avid outdoor enthusiast, Keating 
enjoys hiking, jogging, skiing, camping 
and kayaking. He makes his home on the 
North Shore with his wife, Joanne, and 

their two children, Madeleine and Louis. 
All other BCNDP executive positions were 
acclaimed. They include Korleen Carre-
ras as treasurer; Kate Van Meer-Mass, 
Glen Sanford, Pamela Sihota, Michael 
Eso, Mable Elmore, and Paul Faoro as 
vice-presidents; and Summer Crosson 
McFayden, Harman Pandher, and Sus-
sanne Skidmore as members at large.

On the Lower Island, Barbara Riggs 
and Darcy Lindberg were elected to be the 
South Island regional representatives to 
the executive.  Jayne Ducker was elected 
South Island representative to the Women’s 
Rights Committee, and Tamara Malczews-
ka was elected as the South Island repre-
sentative on the Standing Committee on the 
Economy and the Environment (SCOEE).

Craig Keating
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By Lindsay Walton

The BC NDP Women’s Rights Convention 
(WRC) is a bi-annual event held the afternoon 
before the BC NDP convention begins.  I was 
present at both events as a delegate and WRC 
representative for Victoria-Swan Lake Constitu-
ency Association.

The WRC saw a turnout this year of close to 
double what it has been in previous years, which 
was met with enthusiasm by both attendees and 
speakers. 

WRC began with a speech by NDP MLA for 
Nelson-Creston and Chair of the BC NDP Wom-
en’s Caucus, Michelle Mungall. This was followed 
by the Chair’s report and discussion on outreach 
and fundraising plans for the WRC, and a presen-
tation by Tish Lakes, outgoing VP for the WRC 
and our candidate this past election for Kelowna-
Mission. 

After an effective workshop on communica-
tions and public speaking strategies, the WRC 
broke into roundtable discussions on some key 
issues at convention and in the province: child 
care, women and poverty, living wage, equity 
mandate, community social services, and partici-
pation in the NDP. 

The afternoon ended with elections that saw 
new faces in the executive, including Jeanette 
Ashe as new WRC Chair. 

Perhaps the biggest issue facing WRC this 
year was the Equity Mandate Review that was 
held the following day at the general convention. 
The policy has helped to make significant strides 
in increasing representation of women and other 
under-represented groups in candidates running 
for the NDP and those who are elected as pro-
vincial MLAs. 

The WRC was successful in gaining support 
at convention to retain the policy. This support will 
be a component of the BC NDP’s work to elect 
strong, diverse candidates in the 2017 election 
and beyond.

Meet the BCNDP’s new Honorary Life Members 
from South Vancouver Island

Doreen Burgess

Doreen Burgess is presented with a bouquet of flowers and her Honorary Life 
Membership pin by Victoria-Hillside MLA Rob Fleming at a luncheon in Victoria.  

Doreen Burgess has spent her adult life in the service of the community of Saanich in 
which she has lived. Doreen has been an active member of the NDP since 1975. 

While Doreen turns 92 years old in December, she is full of life and still one of the 
hardest working, compassionate, dedicated volunteers that we are blessed to have work-
ing actively in our community. 

She has offered her support to numerous charities and organizations in the Capital 
Region over many decades, and most recently she has shown great leadership in the 
Greater Victoria Seniors Branch 191. 

She has also been an active member of the Victoria Unitarian Church since 1987. 
Retired from the Ministry of Health many years ago, she had been active within the 

BCGEU followed by the BC Government Retirees Association. 
Whatever endeavour Doreen takes on, it is done with great enthusiasm and commit-

ment.  There are many Victoria-Swan Lake members who feel very strongly that Doreen 
is deserving of this valued recognition, though Doreen herself would be the last person to 
seek acknowledgment for all the work she does for others. 

She continues to volunteer within the party because for many people, it’s a natural 
thing they want to do; but for many years Doreen has gone above and beyond the call of 
a volunteer and she is truly an extraordinary and valued elder in this community. 

Doreen has three daughters, nine grandchildren and 11 great-grandchildren. 

Bill Graham  
Bill Graham has made a 

remarkable contribution to 
the NDP, stretching back 43 
years.

He came to Canada in 
1964 and was a professor of 
philosophy at the University 
of Toronto until his retirement 
in 2000. He focused on an-
cient Greece, modern Europe 
and political philosophy. This 
led him to a close friendship 
with Jack Layton and he 
worked hard to get Layton’s 
first election victories to To-
ronto City Hall. 

Graham was faculty 
president at the University of 
Toronto for eight years, and 
later president of the Ontario 
and then Canadian faculty 
associations – always pursu-
ing a social democratic path 
and working closely with La-
bour leaders. 

Upon retirement he 
moved to the constituency of 
Saanich South in Victoria and 
immediately become very ac-
tive here. 

He has played senior and 
much-valued roles on the 
campaigns of Andrew Petter, 

Bill Graham (r), from Saanich South Constituency, 
is congratulated by BCNDP leader Adrian Dix at the 
BCNCP Convention in Vancouver in November.

David Cubberley and Lana Popham. 
He also worked on all federal campaigns in his riding, most recently for Edith Lor-

ing Kahunga against Elizabeth May. He contributed to the BCNDP Provincial Council for 
several years as the Saanich South Representative and also the BCNDP as a moderator. 

Graham is retiring as vice president of Saanich South NDP constituencythis year, after 
a decade of uninterrupted service on the executive. 

He said: “I’ve had a wonderful and full life and the BCNDP has been a big part of that 
because I share its values, both politically and socially.”

·Graham is learning to play the cello and continues to support the BCNDP with great 
intellect and verve.

Ian Reid
Ian Reid has been a member of the BCNDP for 35+ years--his whole adult life.
He served as president of the Little Mountain constituency in the 1980s, and was a Solidarity Coalition community organizer 

in 1983.
And in the mid 1980s, he became a founding member and writer for New Directions, the New Democrat magazine.
He then became constituency assistant for Point Grey MLA Darlene Marzari, and later ministerial assistant to her when she 

was Minister of Tourism.
In 1993 Reid was then hired into the Premier’s Office as director of Opinion Research and Consultation.
Finally he became Chief of Staff to Carole James.
In between, Reid hounded Mayor Gordon Campbell as a Civic NDP city council candidate, got arrested staging a group 

smashing of South African apartheid wine in government liquor stores and tripled the next generation of New Democrat Reids 
with three children fighting the good fight.

Ian Reid (3rd from left) is surrounded by Juan de fuca MLA John Horgan, and NDP Leader Adrian Dix on the left, and 
Victoria-Beacon Hill MLA Carole James and Esquimalt-Royal Roads MLA Maurine Karagianis on the right.

Women’s Rights 
Convention report 
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As others see it

The situation is grave--private, 
corporate hegemony is threatening 
the survival of the human race 

  
2013 seems to have been one calamity after another and with so many rooted in 

politics and governments it is easy to point the finger, as Winston Churchill once did, at 
voters.  Churchill famously said, “The best argument against democracy is a five-minute 
conversation with the average voter.”

At first glance this may seem a very convenient truism – after all if voters had not 
elected the Harper government there would not be all manner of dodgy Senators 
embroiled in scandals.  But that is too easy.  So many “voters” did not bother to vote or 
thought their votes would be ineffective, that we do not have a democracy at all -- just 
the tyranny of an ideological minority, who seem not to care what antics “their” govern-
ment gets up to.  

And as long as we have a first-past-the-post system with more than two parties, 
that’s how it will stay.

Which brings us back to the Senate – exposed as a national disgrace and a classic 
symbol of everything that is wrong with our democracy. Despite its faults the House of 
Commons does at least have representatives of most parties, and even some indepen-
dents.  Not so the Senate, packed solely with Conservative and Liberal “yes men”, and 
acting as an extension of the Prime Minister’s Office, where truth and integrity appear 
to be mysterious and elusive concepts.  Nevertheless, there are still calls to “reform” the 
Senate rather than abolish it.  The institution is an absolute anachronism, a hangover 
from a 19th Century copy of the British hereditary House of Lords.  Many years ago, New 
Zealand (led by the Labour Party) abolished its Senate and no-one has yet produced 
evidence that the country is any worse-off as a result.

Without the Senate, think of the time, money and effort that would have been saved 
during the past months; the country might have had time and money to devote to the 
other serious issues demanding attention – including the fact that Canada and much 
of the world is actually run by corporations, many of them mysterious bodies owned by 
unlikely people and “investors”.

 One strange corporation is our own BC Ferries, much in the news as the year draws 
to a close.  Mistakenly described as a private or quasi-private company since 2001 when 
Gordon Campbell decided to put his ideological stamp on everything, BC Ferries now 
looks like a corporate disaster run by BC Liberal cronies.  After all the hype of bringing 
David Hahn on board from the USA as president and paying him a treasure trove of 
money, he abandoned ship with a life-raft full of pension money and bonuses, leaving 
BC Ferries much the way he found it – lost in the fog and run by ineffective crony boards 
with the Minister sticking his oar in whenever he feels like it. 

Oh yes – the “average voter” voted for this kind of nonsense four times in a row, 
most recently this year.  

BC voters were also mesmerized by the LNG balloon floated tantalizingly by chief 
gas merchant Christy Clark in the 2013 election campaign.  Don’t worry about the deficit 
she said, or the highest poverty rate in Canada, “the bleak diagnosis for healthcare” 
(Times Colonist 17 November 2013), $66 million wasted by the Ministry of Children and 
Family Development, the crisis at BC Hydro, tankers, oil spills, the ALR and so on; the 
great god GAS will make it all okay one day.  Just when that day will come is anyone’s 
guess – no company has yet committed to the billions needed to do it, or build the tanker 
fleet (foreign-owned of course) and none of the mythical consumers in Asia has come 
forward with a letter of intent to buy the stuff.  Meanwhile, at her recent meeting with 
Alison “Tar Baby” Redford of Alberta, Clark repeated “I was elected to develop LNG” 
– and also presumably to take cronyism to new heights with well-paid sinecures for 
Gordon Wilson and the MLA who stood aside for her to get “elected” by the dutiful voters 
of Kelowna.  

Again on the corporate front, 740 Heinz workers in Leamington, Ontario, lost their 
jobs as a Christmas present when the company decided to close the plant.  Perhaps 
Heinz owner Warren Buffet and his consortium can turn some of his reported philan-
thropy towards Leamington.  The Heinz workers join the railway locomotive workers of 
London, Ontario on the dole queue – the latter lost their jobs in a corporate chess game 
last year. 

We seem to be good at exporting skilled manufacturing jobs and importing shiploads 
of goods from Asia to fuel the everlasting growth of shopping malls, filled with “consum-
ers” pushing Canadian family debt to record levels.  As “Stompin’ Tom” Connors put it– 
“saving lots of money spending money we don’t got”.

Close to home, Boeing made good on its threat to move more production away from 
Seattle (the B777X) to punish workers for not agreeing to higher health care costs and 
termination of their pension plan – despite Washington State tax breaks worth billions.  
This is now the standard corporate pattern – slash wages, give us ever bigger tax 
breaks or we move production somewhere else, pushing communities around the world 
into an endless race to the bottom – while the very rich get richer and everyone else 
gets poorer. 

In the final act of the 2013 comedy of the absurd, the submarine HMCS Chicoutimi 
was re-launched in Victoria after a 3-year refit.  Canada’s four 20-year-old submarines, 
have cost nearly $3 billion, one life, and been of little apparent use.

A wish for 2014:-- that Canada would regain its former position of trust and admira-
tion in international affairs, instead of, as Andrew Cohen wrote on November 27, “jeering 
from the cheap seats”. --DJO. 

As 2013 draws to a  close I join the Editor and Board of the Lower Island News in 
sending heartfelt thanks to you, our contributors, letter writers, reviewers, advertisers, 
donors and readers for your tireless and continuing efforts in support of the newspaper.  
You are the lifeblood of this wonderful publication, the only independent social demo-
cratic newspaper on Vancouver Island.  

In a world where much or most media-presented “news” is largely irrelevant to the 
major issues of the day, the Lower Island News measures its value by being the stan-
dard bearer for truth and social justice in the face of an increasingly malevolent corporate 
right wing dominated media.  As editorial writer for the past several years I particularly 
want to thank Dale Young, our editor, without whose dedication each issue would never 
get into print.

Each time we pass the Legislature and the beautiful memorial to those truly heroic 
people who were inspired to fight in the Canadian battalion of the International Brigades 
in the Spanish Civil War for no reward, and who died to stem the tide of fascism, we can 
be proud that their spirit lives on in all of you who support the ideals of the Lower Island 
News.  

A happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year to you all. -- David Olsen

Thank you all!
A Happy Christmas and New Year to you

 A lie will go round the world while truth is pulling its boots on.
   -- C.H. Spurgeon, English Nonconformist Preacher. 1834-1892  

A wish for 2014...

By Dale Perkins

Like those who heard Stephen Lewis 
address the BC NDP Convention, I was in-
spired by his grasp of the dominant issues 
facing contemporary society: issues like 
the total domination of Corporate Capital-
ism over all matters affecting Nation States 
and especially everything to do with their 
economic life.

I was reminded of a personal experi-
ence I had some years earlier when going 
to Malawi, Africa. I joined a group of visi-
tors on a water safari on the Shire River in 
southern Malawi. We were shuttled by wa-
ter taxi up-river to a lodge, where we were 
entertained with wild-life tours and tourist-
standard food and accommodation.  

On that first day, in my group was a cou-
ple living in Blantyre, Malawi.  He worked 
for the International Monetary Fund, which 
was based in the city. The IMF played a 
dominant role in the economic life of that 
country, dictating most of the economic 
trade options available to the people and 
their government. The next day a new 
group of guests arrived, and this time in-
cluded was a couple vacationing out of Li-
longwe and I learned he was an important 
player in the World Bank based out of that 
Malawian city. 

On those two successive days I en-
countered two players for two major cor-
porate determinants of the economic life of 
that country.

I doubt if things have changed in the 
intervening years and the IMF and the 
WB continue to dictate all political consid-
erations affecting Malawi’s economic life.  
Corporate Capitalism through its major 
players commands centre-stage for most 
nation states in the world.  

That is becoming increasingly so for 
Canada and the province of BC. Every-
thing presented as political options by the 
elites running the show here must run the 
gauntlet of economic viability, and always 
underscoring all economic considerations 
is whether or not the private corporate sec-
tor is in charge.  

Currently, the loud mantras sounded by 
certain politicians and the media in general, 
such as having smaller government and 
lower taxes benefit disproportionately the 
private corporate sector, since that sector 
is deemed the only entity which knows how 
to run society efficiently and well.  

What I am hearing now is that that “dar-
ling” economic orthodoxy is bogus. Gov-
ernments and taxes generally are NOT 
the enemy of the people.  Shrinking public 
enterprises in favour of private alternatives, 
and jettisoning taxation in favour of user 
pay schemes won’t result in the Shangri-

La world promised by the media manda-
rins and the private corporate apologists.  
It only produces greater disparity between 
the haves and the have-nots.

Why are we allowing the private corpo-
rate sector to dictate the economic policies 
of our governments? More evident each 
time we pay attention is that small govern-
ment equates to less control and reduced 
monitoring of public institutions many of us 
have fought long and hard to establish.  

Public authorities such as public health, 
public education, and public income sup-
port services are being decimated.  Child 
poverty escalates, and more people are 
living in the streets. Significant numbers 
of people are without medical health ser-
vices because they can’t afford what the 
P3s are offering. Environmental agencies 
charged with overseeing how businesses 
run ecologically with a mandate to protect 
the public health and welfare of its citizens 
are “mothballed”. 

Smaller government is good for the pri-
vate corporate sector, since governments 
are forced to abdicate their public role 
to serve the common good.  And when it 
comes to taxation, the same can be said.  
Reducing taxes, quite opposite to what the 
mandarins of the private corporate sec-
tor would have us believe, takes away the 
only significant economic tool governments 
have to provide public services to the total 
population and especially those needing 
those services. 

Of course, the taxation must be pro-
gressive, based on the old adage of the 
amount of taxes paid must correspond 
to one’s ability to pay (that is to say, the 
amount of money a person receives for 
their work or investments). Reducing taxes, 
as the BC Liberals like to parrot – “putting 
your money back into your pocket, rather 
than into the government’s” -- only works to 
the advantage of those who have a lot and 
want more, and can manage well on their 
own - thank you very much! 

Stephen Lewis’ words ring true now 
more than any time in recent history.  The 
situation is grave when considered both 
from the local and world-wide perspective. 
Private, corporate hegemony is threatening 
the survival of the human race. 

When coupled with the other serious 
issues facing us, we wonder at our capac-
ity to survive and retain a civilized human 
condition on this small planet we call home. 

Dale Perkins is a retired church minister and so-
cial activist.
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We welcome your  letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, 
and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers.

Please mail them to the Editor, at Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 4E8, email them to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

Friends of the Lower Island News
“Every little bit helps”, wrote one of our Friends of the Lower Island News in her 

note accompanying her donation. And she is right! Over the past year, 16 generous 
Friends have donated $1,815--enough to pay for the printing of 2 issues or mailing 
one issue to readers. The $1,815 came from donations as small as $10 and as large 
as $600, and we have appreciated every one of them, large of small. Thank you!

To finish off the year, we are pleased to recognize our four most recent donors:
 Gwynneth A. Williams  $75     
  Irita Schaufele   $30
 Anonymous   $10
 Trudy Thorgeirson  $50
 
    If you like this issue of the LIN , want it to continue to be published and can afford to 
give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send us a cheque, 
whatever amount you can afford. All donations, large and small, will be appreciated.

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indicate 
if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we cannot  take credit card donations, 
or give tax receipts. 

Our best wishes to you for a happy holiday season and a peaceful 2014!
          Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

           Please turn to Letters, page 6

I am amazed how the media has 
shaped the public’s understanding of the 
coming War on Syria.  The war being im-
posed by the US due to an alleged killing 
of Syrians by Syrians using nerve gas.  
The war is going to completely destroy 
Syria’s infrastructure (electrical, water, 
sewage, and communication system and 
bridges and roads).  Many Syrian will be 
killed as collateral damage and all Syrians 
who survive will suffer the lack of power, 
water, sewage, and communications.  Syr-
ia will take a generation to reconstruct the 
country after the invasion.

The US is going in to destroy Syria, kill-
ing many more innocent civilians, because 
of the alleged killing of up to 1000 Syrians 
by other Syrians.   The US, as self-ap-
pointed global policeman, is going to use 
“a canon to kill a fly”.  The “punishment” 
does not seem to fit the “crime”.

What authority does the US have to 
unilaterally impose this war on a sovereign 
nation which is not posing a direct threat 
to the US?  Since there does not appear 
to be an urgent need to impose «peace» 
on Syria, why the rush to destroy the coun-
try without a formal investigation of the al-
leged killings of Syrians?  

The whole situation appears to be a 
false-flag operation which was planned 
and stage managed from the start to justify 
US armed intervention.  

The media have not asked some ba-
sic questions. Why hasn’t the UN been in-
volved as the «first responder»?  Why has 
the US been allowed to be judge, prosecu-
tor,  jury, and executor, all behind closed 

“It may be a holiday to you, but it’s 
Christmas to me,” sings Don Murdock of 
Colbourne, Ontario, and continues, “Politi-
cians try to tell us, take Christ out of the 
day / to hide all the symbols, we used to 
celebrate / they say it might offend, those 
who don’t believe / let me tell you Mister, 
that you’re offending me.”

I remember kids going from door to 
door singing Christmas carols. red cheeks, 
shining eyes, happy faces -- Christmas 
the magic of the year.  They listened to 
the Christmas story:  The little baby Jesus 
in the manger with Mary and Joseph and 
the shepherds, angles singing “Joy to the 
World”,  and of course the wise men from 
the East. 

This all became part of their lives. Now 
nativity scenes are to be banned from 
schools so that they not offend anybody? 
If we lose our values and tradition, our life 
becomes without roots. Can we really be 
inclusive if we start excluding?

Last year the city of Saskatoon had 
to deal with a human rights complaint for 
showing “Merry Christmas” on the top of 
its buses, claiming the Christmas greetings 
violate the right to be free from religion. Is a 
simple Christmas greeting on a transit bus 
a “forcible attempt of Christian indoctrina-
tion?”

We are free to decorate our homes and 
streets at Halloween with spiders, skel-
etons and witches, but Christian values are 
censored. What is wrong with wishing each 
other a Merry Christmas? 

This whole issue has surely gotten out 
of hand. State legislators in Austin, Texas,. 
passed Bill 308 The Merry Christmas Bill, 
to protect teachers from any lawsuits re-
lated to the holiday.

Canadians who boast of their tolerance 
are failing when it comes to Christians. A 
country founded on Christian values now 
faces restrictions of using Christian sym-
bols, even going so far as using the term 
Xmas, crossing Christ out. 

Dr. Massimo Introvigne, an Italian soci-
ologist, states that Christians are the most 
persecuted group in the world, with one 
Christian being killed every five minutes. 
He warned that the “logic” of anti-Christian 
legal discrimination in Western countries 
could easily lead to more violent outcomes.
The persecution of the world’s largest reli-
gion is one of the most under reported sto-
ries in international news. 

There is no freedom of speech any-
more, when “political correctness” domi-
nates our communication out of fear that 
every word could be interpreted as “hate 
speech”. 

May the spirit of Christmas return to 
Canada without being silenced by those 
who don’t like the way we live.

Merry Christmas!
               Hildegard Horie
                                                  Victoria

I am disappointed that Lower Island 
News is printing 9/11 conspiracy theory 
(9/11 -- 12 years after, October 2013). 
These arguments are neither progressive 
nor intellectual and are more inline with 
Tea Party/”birther” philosophy coming 
up from the United States. Conspiracy 
theory is actually quite damaging to the 
progressive movement, as it lets many 
guilty parties off the hook when they need 
to be made accountable for their actions.”

Corporate interests have distorted 
American foreign policy to prioritize the US 
getting a supply of cheap oil at the expense 
of so much else. These same interests have 
also brainwashed the public into thinking 
that low petroleum prices are somehow a 
god-given right. It’s all led to terrible human 
and environmental costs. Decades of US 
foreign policy helped create and prop up an 
undemocratic Middle East.

It was the US (with British help) that 
participated in the 1953 coup overthrowing 
Iran’s democratically elected government 
of Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh, 
after he nationalized his country’s oil indus-
try. But the US has perhaps most notably 
allied itself with the absolute monarchy of 
oil-rich Saudi Arabia, where Osama bin 
Laden and the 9/11 hijackers came from.

With its oil wealth, the Saudi state and 
society should resemble Norway or Alaska, 
with the petrodollar bonanza sensibly in-
vested and spread around to greater ben-
efit the entire population. Would bin Laden 
and the hijackers have been so radicalized 
growing up in a country without Saudi Ara-
bia’s lack of democracy and poor human-
rights record?

Conspiracy theory rejects all these rea-
sonable and progressive political economy 
arguments in favour of the idea that a small 
group of people orchestrated 9/11 behind 
closed doors. Such a “theory” sounds more 
like the plot of a James Bond/Austin Pow-
ers movie, and only distracts the public 
from terrorism’s root causes. How ironic 
that conspiracy theorists claim the 9/11 
tragedy was a manufactured event to dis-
tract the masses.

        Murray Sinclair
    Victoria

“We used to grow more than 90 percent 
of our food on this Island and now we im-
port 95% of it. One mega storm, one large 
earthquake and this Island has four days 
of food supplies on its shelves.” (Arzeena 
Hamir, farmer and Board Member of the BC 
Food Systems Network).

Our situation is more challenging than 
ever before: According to the US National 
Centre for Atmospheric Research, the per-

Merry Christmas!

The Senate scandal story leads to 
questions that open some troubling specu-
lations. 

First the PM office stood behind all 
senators, then there was an audit, a senate 
committee to whitewash the questionable 
senators. 

Then an RCMP investigation started as 
a senate kangaroo court was convened to 
condemn some senators. 

The pace of the RCMP investigation re-
ports lagged the news doled out from the 
kangaroo court. 

Senators were ordered to pay back ex-
penses the PM’s office earlier declared ap-
propriate, and the PM saying “it’s not the 
money but the appearance at issue”, and 
on the confusion grew in the news. 

Some pointed questions arise from all 
this theatre. Was the $90K paid from some 
secret PM office fund? Was this fund em-
bezzled from what would otherwise be le-
gitimate Conservative donations or was it 
made up from corporate bribes? These are 
the type of questions that would be making 
the speculative news if the shoe was on a 
Liberal foot. 

That the RCMP news releases are 
paced and seem to reinforce the PM office 
view of events suggests that the RCMP is 
under the direct PM’s control, as a partisan 
police. It seems to have a Conservative loy-
alist appointed on top, not one risen from 
the ranks after all. 

One can squeeze worse suppositions 
and conclusions from the crafted and or-
chestrated PMO-run circus. The odor out of 
Ottawa rivals that from behind a Danish fish 
monger’s shop. 

                Dee Shoolingin 
                Duncan

The media in Canada have really 
missed the boat in their reporting on the 
CETA (Canada Europe Trade Agreement) 
. They have been preoccupied with cheese 
products instead of the worst aspects of 
this trade agreement. These aspects are;

1. Water; CETA would limit how our 
governments regulate the profit-making 
activities of private water companies. Eu-
rope is home to the largest water corpora-
tions in the world who will only expand if 
public utilities are privatized. Water should 
be a human right and not subject to the 
private marketplace. In BC private water 
companies pay nothing to the provincial 
government for the right to use our water 
resources.

2. The CETA will allow transnational 
corporations to ignore or challenge our 
existing environmental regulations which 
have already been weakened by both the 
BC government and the federal govern-
ment.

3. CETA would allow European cor-
porations unrestricted access to the pur-
chasing contracts of our governments, in-
cluding local governments. So instead of 
purchasing the goods and services they 
need from local companies, and therefore 
boosting job creation in our local commu-
nities, our governments may be forced 

Why I think CETA is a bad deal for Canada
to use our tax dollars to create jobs and 
business opportunities in Europe instead. 
The Union of BC Municipalities has just 
passed a resolution at its recent AGM 
against CETA.

4. CETA will expose our Medicare 
system to even more privatization pres-
sures than past free trade deals did. And 
CETA reforms mean higher generic drug 
costs and more profit for Big Pharma. 
Since drug costs are the leading cause of 
increased healthcare budgets across Can-
ada, this will threaten the sustainablilty of 
our public system. Instead of CETA, Cana-
da needs a National Pharmacare program 
similar to Australia.

5. Finally with each trade agree-
ment, Canada is giving away the ability to 
regulate on our behalf, make policies and 
decisions in the public interest and use 
our tax dollars to support local economies 
when needed. This is not preserving and 
protecting our Canadian democracy--our 
democracy is at risk!!

I would urge all Canadians to tell Ste-
phen Harper to back off of the CETA deal 
and return power to the people of Canada 
who he is supposed to represent.

    Carol Pickup
             Victoria

The pending war on Syria

centage of land stricken by serious drought 
more than doubled.  A global ecological cri-
sis is inevitable.

We do need a new vision to replace the 
materialistic thinking. 

We do need agricultural land. We do 
need clean air and clean water without 
added pollution. Our resources are limited 
and so is our food supply.

As Lieutenant Governor Judith Guichon 
at her Inaugural Meeting in Victoria said, “...
It is at our peril that the great cities of the 
world forget that civilization relies on the 
health of the soils upon which it rests.

“Our children need to understand the 
great resources we have under our feet, 
and the importance of protecting them. 
...By keeping our natural environment -- 
grasslands, forest and the soil itself -- in-
tact, stewards of the land provide services 
and benefits far beyond the simple produc-
tion of food.”

We do need leaders in responsible land 
use instead of allowing more land to be 
taken out of the ALR for short lived gain. 
We do need a new approach in managing 
what is still left. We do need a strong ALR, 
nobody can touch. 

If we continue to sacrifice even more 
agricultural land without thinking ahead, 
such a mistake would be irreversible. 

               Hildegard Horie

Don’t touch our 
farm land

Conspiracy theory 
damages progressive 
movement
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Bill Hartley Insurance Services
“Providing peace of mind since 1950”

• Special Hobby Farm Packages 
• Home • Auto • Commercial 
• Travel • Marine • RRSPs 
• Life • Mortgage Cancellation

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 www.hartleyinsurance.com
Phone 250-388-5014 • Fax 250-388-4277  Email info@hartleyinsurance.com

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and
college/university essay writing.

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca 

Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at 

olsendj@shaw.ca

Martinez 
Hardwood Floors

Specializing in New Installations &
Dustless Sanding and Refinishing

Phone: 250-590-6683
Email: martinezfloors@shaw.ca
Web: www.martinezfloors.com

OUR READERS WRITE AND OP/EDS

COWICHAN VALLEY — Seniors in 
the Cowichan Valley may soon have 
a chance for a new way of accessing 
much-needed seniors’ housing, support 
and services while living at home, and 
care facilities – the co-operative way. 

The BC Co-operative Association is 
launching a program, funded in part by 
the Government of Canada through its 
Social Development Partnerships Pro-
gram and the Vancouver Foundation, to 
support the development of elder care 
co-ops across Canada.

The project is aimed at supporting 
three different kinds of co-ops: housing co-
ops, aging in place and foster care co-ops, 
and co-op residential care facilities.

In the hopes that Cowichan can be one 
of the selected sites for this project, Co-
wichan Co-operative Connections  host-
ed a meeting October 4 for all Cowichan 
seniors and support agencies to discuss 
what type of model would best address our 
needs in the valley. 

The co-ordinator of this Canada-wide 
initiative made a presentation prior to the 
community dialogue.

For more information on the community 
meeting, contact Rick Juliusson at rick@
freerangeconsulting.ca  or visit http://co-
wichan.coop/events/

The program, called “Caring Co-
operatively,” will provide development 
funding of up to $20,000 for pilot co-op 
projects, designed and directed by se-
niors, senior organizations, and commu-

By Shirley Stirrett and Joyce Klein
Homelessness Action Week ran Oc-

tober 13 to 19 this year.  For those of us 
who live in warm homes, sleep in com-
fortable beds and are well nourished, it is 
something of an abstract concept that only 
hits us when we are walking on downtown 
streets and see people with hands or hats 
outstretched for their bits of small change.  
To spend our days walking city streets or 
spending nights sleeping in a doorway is 
something that we, welded as we are to our 
creature comforts, can only imagine with 
difficulty.  

In contemplating what it means to be 
homeless we need to think about an issue 
that has been at the forefront of community 
concern for some time; affordable housing.  
We can be grateful to the forward looking 
administrators in some jurisdictions in our 
province who are working toward alleviat-
ing the dehumanizing reality of homeless-
ness.

However, what seems to be lacking in 
the conversation is a willingness to pro-
tect the affordable housing units already 
in place in this province.  We are referring 
to the many manufactured homes already 
providing such housing, and generating tax 
revenue to the municipalities that encom-
pass them.

Many people throughout our province 
have lost their homes to park closures with-
out fair compensation.  Escalating costs of 
site rentals make the homes increasingly 
difficult to sell, while rules in many parks 
forbid subletting, which means that people 
who can no longer live in these homes 
must continue to pay rental on their site 

that this referred to the BC Assessment 
value, which is the amount related to the 
taxes paid on their home.   The prospective 
developer has provided his own appraisal 
which is considerably lower than BC As-
sessment and will also require residents 
to pay demolition costs for those homes 
which either cannot be moved, or have no 
place to move to.  There is also a threat that 
the park could simply be closed, providing 
the residents with no compensation, other 
than that required by provincial legislation, 
i.e. one year’s pad rental, which on the av-
erage would be approximately six thousand 
dollars.  Langford has never brought any 
clarification as to how their policy would ap-
ply in such a circumstance.

A recent editorial in the local Times 
Colonist states: “With housing, people are 
healthier and more productive…..less likely 
to be a drain on law enforcement or health 
care”.  The reimbursement offered to the 
twenty eight affected Langford residents is 
not sufficient to allow them to relocate to a 
condo and the shortage of affordable rent-
als in this area is going to present a huge 
barrier to these people being adequately 
housed.

There are approximately 1,000 resi-

Protecting affordable housing
whether they are able to continue living 
there or not.  Others face eviction while still 
carrying mortgages on their homes.  Cur-
rent residents of manufactured home parks 
live under the threat posed by inadequate 
provincial legislation and local government 
policies that can be ignored or modified at 
any time.  Homelessness looms as a pos-
sibility for some displaced residents.

A case in point is an application for 
rezoning and redevelopment which has 
recently gone before Langford City Hall 
to rezone a manufactured home park for 
commercial development.  While this mu-
nicipality did put a policy in place in 2007 
to protect such home owners, it is unclear 
at the early stages of the process just how 
committed city council is going to be in pro-
tecting home owners during the rezoning 
and development process. 

One of the areas requiring clarifica-
tion in the Langford policy is what level of 
compensation residents can expect should 
the rezoning application be approved.  As 
it is written the policy states that residents 
must be paid “a value equivalent to the as-
sessed value of the mobile home”.  What 
was never nailed down was whose assess-
ment?  Residents have always believed 

dents of manufactured home parks living 
in Langford who have been relying on this 
policy to protect them against the pres-
sures of development.  If the policy they 
had counted on fails its first test, what might 
the future hold for other park residents in 
this rapidly developing corner of the Capitol 
Regional District?

Had the NDP won the last election as 
was expected, they had legislation pre-
pared which would finally provide dispos-
sessed home owners with adequate com-
pensation in the event of future successful 
rezoning applications.   

Manufactured homes are a viable hous-
ing alternative and provide comfortable and 
inexpensive living for residents and a good 
return on investment for land owners.  This 
is one area that is still providing affordable 
housing to those who are unable to achieve 
conventional home ownership.  Rezon-
ing and redevelopment will be ongoing, 
but when it happens, local and provincial 
governments should be working together to 
protect and support the residents of these 
parks who have everything to lose.  

Shirley Stirrett and Joyce Klein are members of 
the Active Manufactured Home Owners Associa-
tion. 

BC Co-operative Association launches 
program to support eldercare co-ops

By Maxine Leichter

Many of us helped our local candidate 
by scrutineering on election day.  Among 
the scrutineers and volunteers that I talked 

Can someone vote more than once in BC?

to, one concern kept 
coming up.  Since it is 
possible to vote any-
where in BC, it ap-
peared to be easy to 
vote at more than one 
location.  I wondered if 
Elections BC does any-
thing to prevent this.

So I called Elections 
BC to find out.  I was 
told that after the initial 
votes are tallied, Elec-
tions BC goes through 
an audit of the vote, an 
arduous process that 

takes several months.  The name of each 
person who voted at a location other than 
their designated site is checked against a 
master list of voters.  That was good news.  

I wondered, if in the past anyone was 
found to have voted twice and if so, were 
they dealt with in a way that provides a dis-
incentive to others?  An elections BC offi-
cial informed me that instances of multiple 
or fraudulent voting in BC provincial elec-
tions are very low. 

He reported that in the 2009 General 
Election, of 1.651 million votes counted, 
only 24 apparent instances of multiple vot-
ing were examined spread across all 85 of 
the provincial electoral districts, and had no 
possibility of affecting the outcome in any 
electoral district. Ultimately, of those 24, 12 
were identified as errors where officials in 
the voting places did not follow procedures.  

I was told that the Elections BC expe-
rience has been that multiple voting is al-
most entirely without malicious intent.  The 
vast majority arise from elderly voters who 
have forgotten that they voted, or think they 

voted in a separate electoral event.
Elections BC may refer suspected cas-

es to the RCMP, and subsequently to the 
Attorney General, for further action. Indi-
viduals found guilty of voting fraud may be 
fined up to $10,000, and/or imprisonment 
for up to one year. 

The official reported to me that in 2009 
BC Elections identified a case where an 
individual attempted to vote at multiple lo-
cations. No indictment could be made be-
cause the voter left the country.

I was pleased to hear that Elections BC 
is working hard to protect the voting pro-
cess and that the level of fraud is so low. 
However, were voting fraud to be found that 
could have affected an election, there does 
not seem to be a procedure to bring fair-
ness to the process, such as requiring that 
the election be held again. My guess is that 
the losing candidate would have to ask a 
judge to order a new election which might 
or might not be done.  

I suggest it would be better to have the 
outcome in such a situation settled in ad-
vance.

nities. 
Project coordinator and Director of 

Co-op Development at the BC Co-op As-
sociation, Kevin Harding, says “the proj-
ect is designed to empower seniors to 
work together on the provision of servic-
es that they need, and that they design.”

The BC Co-operative Association is 
a provincial association of co-operatives, 
and represents the more than 600 co-ops 
across BC. With its members, it works to 
build a co-operative economy. Cowichan 
Cooperative Connections is the Regional 
Co-op Council in the Cowichan Valley, sup-
porting and developing the co-operative 
movement locally.

To learn more about the national El-
der Care Project, contact Kevin Harding, 
Director of Co-op Development, BCCA, by 
email to harding@bcca.coop or phone him 
at 604-662-3906

“War, Fascism, concentra-
tion camps, rubber truncheons, 
atomic bombs, etc., are what we 
daily think about, and therefore to 
a great extent what we write about, 
even when we do not name them 
openly. We cannot help this. When 
you are on a sinking ship, your 
thoughts will be about sinking ships.”  
                   --George Orwell (1903-1950)



Lower Island NEWS December 2013  Page 7OP/EDS

Senate scandal upstages CETA and Omnibus Bill C-4

Happy Holidays
Thank you all very much for your support 

and generosity this past year! 
We hope 2014 is filled with love, family and prosperity!

From the Oak Bay-Gordon Head 
NDP Riding Association

Xtreme Editing!!
Professional Editing Services
Be Clear – Be Sharp – Be Heard
Your Words – in 3D !!

Rewriting
Ghosting
Fiction
Speech Writing/Editing
Résumés and CVs – Cover letters
Academic papers - Essays – Theses --
Dissertations
Correspondence – Complaints – Apologies –
Demands - Begging letters etc. – seriously?
Advertising and marketing
Website content
Business materials
Briefs, précis, and executive summaries
Policies and procedures
Proposals and evaluations
Public relations - news releases
Transcripts and minutes

Email: EditForSuccess@outlook.com
Tel:     250-483-0043
Web: http://editforsuccess.wordpress.com
Member - Editors’ Association of Canada

 

By Barry Weisleder
How ironic would it be if Prime Minis-

ter Stephen Harper’s ultimate downfall oc-
curs due to a scandal involving some rip-off 
artists he appointed to the Senate, rather 
than as a consequence of Harper’s bestial 
record on the economy, the environment, 
First Nations and Canada’s wars of occu-
pation abroad? Very ironic, eh?

But as things go in Ottawa, where both 
an ominous trade deal with Europe, and a 
meandering but menacing Throne Speech 
were quickly eclipsed by the deepening 
Senate imbroglio, anything seems pos-
sible.

The Conservative PM dug in his heels, 
and fired back at blistering Opposition at-
tacks on his credibility. Harper insists that 
he knew nothing about the scheme to 
bail-out Senator Mike Duffy. He disowned 
Senators Duffy, Pamela Wallin and Patrick 
Brazeau when scrutiny of their mis-spend-
ing habits became too hot and too damag-
ing to the Conservative Party. 

Harper even prorogued Parliament in a 
vain effort to ride out the storm. Still the cri-
sis persists, undiminished by the so-called 
free trade triumph, or the baubles offered 
to consumers in an otherwise toxic Throne 
Speech.

While the political crisis, now six months 
old and deepening, widens rifts in Tory 
ranks, it is important not to lose sight of the 
threat to the common good posed by the 
still-gestating deal known as the Compre-
hensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) between Canada and the Euro-
pean Union.

In the first place, like its predecessor 
“free” trade deals, NAFTA and the FTA, 
CETA is not primarily about trade. Tariffs 
and duties between the two regions are, on 
average, less than four percent. Nor will we 
see a major impact on sales of beef over-
seas, or cheese here. CETA is overwhelm-
ingly a corporate bill of rights. It will jack up 
Canadian drug prices (by $2 billion a year) 
by extending patent protection for multina-
tional pharmaceutical companies, mostly 
based in Europe. It will be harder for prov-
inces and cities to favour local businesses 
when they buy goods or services. And it will 
enable corporations to sue governments if 
owners think that environmental, labour or 
other regulations interfere with the maxi-
mization of their profits. (Canada is facing 
$2.5 billion worth of corporate lawsuits un-
der NAFTA.)

Secrecy marked the CETA negotiations, 
and still shrouds the contents. Progressive 

economists say Ottawa’s claim that the 
pact will create 80,000 new net jobs is en-
tirely bogus. Europe’s 500 million consum-
ers are enduring an economic recession, 
worsened by austerity measures that curb 
workers’ ability to buy much of anything 
beyond essentials. Unifor economist Jim 
Stanford predicts that CETA will, over time, 
vaporize up to 150,000 Canadian jobs.

Since 28 EU countries have to endorse 
the deal, and Ottawa needs to get the prov-
inces on side by guaranteeing compen-
sation for higher drug prices and for any 
harm done to home industries, there is thus 
time to defeat the deal before CETA is en-
trenched.

Likewise, there is an opportunity to 
challenge the pernicious plans outlined in 
the October 16 Tory Throne Speech. Harp-
er’s endeavour to change the channel on 
his Senate problems includes promises to 
cut cellphone roaming costs, to unbundle 
cable-TV channels to allow consumers to 
pick and choose, and to allow people to 
carry booze across provincial boundaries 
for personal consumption.

But Harper’s mailed fist is revealed in 
core measures, such as a federal budget 
freeze, and curbing costs in the public sec-
tor by shedding staff. Legislation to require 
balanced budgets aims to entrench auster-
ity. New laws to ensure life sentences for 
those convicted of major crimes, and to 
bar the release of serious repeat offend-
ers, would help the Conservatives to pos-
ture as “law and order” enforcers, as does 
their plan to shut down centres that provide 
drugs to addicts to wean them off their dope 
dependency. 

Then there is Omnibus Budget Bill C-4, 
tabled in the House of Commons on Octo-
ber 22. Part of this 321-page compendium 
of assorted, but unrelated items is a piece 
that would give the federal government 
the power to decide which of the 187,000 
members of the Public Service Alliance of 
Canada are “essential” and therefore will 
be denied the right to strike. Forty thousand 
of them presently lack this right; many of 
the rest are likely to be deprived as well. 
Whats more, the new law would exclude 
dispute arbitration, except when the gov-
ernment agrees to it, and arbitrators would 
be obliged to give a “preponderance” of 
weight to the government’s claims as to 
what it could afford. Say good bye to the 
right to strike and to any semblance of fair 
arbitration in the federal public service. And 
this lump of coal is deeply buried in a bill 
that includes changes to employment in-

surance, workplace safety, veterans affairs, 
conflict of interest, immigration policy and 
more.

But where there ought to be concern 
about corporate criminality in the shipment 
of hazardous substances, in ravaging the 
environment, in violating indigenous peo-
ples’ land rights, in the hiding of billions of 
dollars in offshore banks to avoid tax obli-
gations, ’law and order’ seems to be miss-
ing in action.

That brings us back to the parliamen-
tary crisis. It operates on many levels. One 
more dimension is evident in Harper’s bid 
to ram through his appointment of a judge 
to the Supreme Court. The latest high court 
vacancy had to be filled, as a constitutional 
requirement, by a judge from the Quebec 
bar. Harper’s choice (for ideological rea-
sons we can only imagine), is Marc Nadon, 
who once practiced maritime and transpor-
taton law in Quebec. But Nadon spent the 
last 20 years at the Federal Court’s appe-
late and trial divisions in Ottawa. So Harper 
aims to jam a square peg into a round hole. 
How? By amending the Supreme Court of 
Canada Act.

politics in the mainstream.
Unfortunately, the leadership of the 

workers’ movement, including those who 
sit atop the unions and the labour-based 
New Democratic Party, is complicit in this 
artful misdirection. The labour brass de-
monize Harper. This in turn tends to foster 
a “get rid of him at all costs”, lesser-evil, un-
principled politics. The net effect: the mis-
education of the many, thus keeping the 
criminal elite class in charge of the sinking 
ship, weighed down as it is by stupendous 
capitalist greed.

Urgently needed is mass job action to 
stop the Tory attack on the right to strike, 
to defeat CETA, to reverse the public ser-
vice cuts, to uphold aboriginal land rights 
... and of course, to abolish the Senate and 
the monarchy.

Barry Weisleder is chair of the NDP socialist 
caucus.

Like suspending Par-
liament four times over 
the past seven years, like 
trying to bully out of the 
Senate his own mangy 
appointees, those who he 
shielded and defended 
until recently, Stephen 
Harper’s actions on la-
bour and the economy 
are those of a man who 
doesn’t take no for an an-
swer, regardless the spirit 
or the letter of the law.

The saddest aspect 
of this ugly chapter is 
that most of the media 
attention is trained on 
the misdeeds of certain 
powerful individuals. But 
those potent hacks can 
be replaced by the ruling 
class when push comes 
to shove. This superficial 
approach to corruption, 
rather than a serious ex-
amination of the system 
that drives its minions to 
do what they do to per-
petuate human exploita-
tion, social oppression 
and the devastation of 
nature, is what passes for 

A perennial target of Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper’s hateful policies is the federal 
public service work force. Harper claims 
that fat-cat public employees collect much 
bigger pay packets than their counterparts 
in the private sector. Unfortunately for the 
Tory regime, a report by Canada’s Parlia-
mentary Budget Office puts the lie to his 
claim, at least in part.

Almost all increases in federal public 
service pay over the last 11 years have 
merely kept up with inflation. New hires 
comprised about half of the extra $7.8 bil-
lion in pay for the workers between 2001-
02 and 2011-12, the report shows.

Salaries accounted for about 47 per-
cent of the increase, the office says, but 96 
percent of that was just to keep pace with 
inflation over the 11 year period.

“The reality is, employees took a pay 
cut while the Conservatives went on a hir-
ing binge” said NDP Treasury Board critic 
Mathieu Ravignat. 

“They are using the public service as 
whipping boys and as a wedge between 
those who are having a hard time at the 
moment and public servants”, said NDP 
MP Paul Dewar, who asked the budget of-
fice to determine the cause of rising federal 
labour costs.

Dewar said the findings show Con-
servative Treasury Board President Tony 
Clement did not have the facts before 
launching an attack against the public ser-
vice which he called bloated.

Harper’s whipping boys
The PBO also seemed to dismiss the 

myth that costs have been driven by reclas-
sification, that is, moving public employees 
into higher pay categories. Costs due to 
classification added less than 5 percent of 
the total increase, the PBO found.

A point glossed over by NDP spokes-
persons is this: freezing or cutting the 
wages and jobs of public employees is not 
going to benefit workers in the private sec-
tor. Quite the opposite. It only whets the ap-
petite of the ruling rich to hammer private 
sector workers, especially those who have 
no union representation. The clear answer 
is for workers to organize, unite and fight 
the attacks together.                        
             --Barry Weisleder

Maurine Karagianis MLA, ESQUIMALT–ROYAL ROADS  

Info: 250-479-8326   Maurine.Karagianis.MLA@leg.bc.ca

Holiday Open House
Wednesday, Dec. 18, 4:00–6:00 pm 
A5 – 100 Aldersmith Place

Light snacks and refreshments will be served. 

Please bring a donation of non-perishable food  
for the Esquimalt Neighbourhood House.
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Refunding needed for critical safety and
environmental protection programs

BURNABY -- New media reports are 
raising more concerns about Canada’s in-
ability to manage even moderate oil spills 
from existing and future oil traffic, this time 
in BC, according to NDP Energy and Natu-
ral Resources Critic, Peter Julian, MP for 
Burnaby-New Westminster.

 “New Democrats have been warning 
the Conservatives that their irresponsible 
policies were putting lives and the 
environment at risk,” said Julian. “But 
Conservatives ignored these warnings and 
recklessly closed BC’s Oil Spill Response 
Centre, cut marine traffic communications, 
cut the coast guard, cut emergency 
response programs and fired scientists 
working on oil spills.” 

 In successive budgets, Stephen 
Harper’s Conservatives gutted Canada’s 
environmental laws and cut 99 percent of 

all environmental assessments. Concerns 
were raised by many, including Canada’s 
Environment Commissioner, about how 
Conservative policies have increased both 
the risk and potential clean-up costs of an 
accident involving pipeline leaks or super 
tankers shipping oil down narrow channels. 

 “Given the weakness of Canada’s 
emergency response infrastructure, even 
a moderate size spill could overwhelm any 
province’s ability to respond,» said Julian. 
“The Harper Conservatives have ignored 
the views of community›s being affected, 
trampled on safety programs and failed to 
act in the public interest. New Democrats 
will continue to hold the government to ac-
count for its attacks on environmental pro-
tections and work to ensure that projects 
are evaluated in a way that involves com-
munities and puts safety first.» 

By Jean Crowder

Many of you have already signed a petition in support of my private member’s Bill 
C-231, An Act to amend the Canada Shipping Act, 2011 (derelict vessels and wreck).

The Bill amends the Canada Shipping Act, 2001 to ensure that regulations are made 
to establish measures to be taken for the removal, disposition or destruction of derelicts 
vessels or wrecks. 

It provides that the Canadian Coast Guard shall be designated as a receiver of wreck 
and requires them to take reasonable steps to determine and locate the owners of the 
wreck.

I’m not waiting until my turn in the rotation in the House of Commons to try and get the 
government to adopt my Bill.

And I’ve had a lot of help from groups like Island Trust that take every opportunity to 
raise this issue with every level of government. 

So I was very pleased to receive this letter from the Minister of Transport regarding 
derelict vessels. It means that the pressure from groups like the Union of British Columbia 
Municipalities is starting to be felt.

The complete letter:

October 21, 2013

Jean Crowder, MP, Nanaimo-Cowichan

Dear Ms. Crowder:

I am responding to your correspondence  of July 2, 2013, to my predecessor regarding 
derelict and abandoned vessels in your riding of Nanaimo-Cowichan and other waterways 
in Canada.

As you noted in your letter, Transport Canada’s key recommendation in its 2012 report 
entitled Study of the Extent of Abandoned and Derelict Vessels in Canada was to develop 
an inter-jurisdictional working group. Following the study, the Department convened a 
meeting of federal agencies with interests in managing abandoned and derelict vessels. 
These agencies included Environment Canada, Fisheries and Oceans Canada, Parks 
Canada and the Office of the Administrator of the Ship-Source Oil Pollution Fund. Repre-
sentation from Transport Canada included Programs and Marine Safety and Security. A 
preliminary list of proposed activities has since been prepared that could culminate in an 
approach for managing the monitoring and removal of derelict and abandoned vessels, 
preventing of future cases and exploring funding considerations.

On July 30, 2013, Transport Canada officials met with provincial agencies in British 
Columbia to discuss issues related to abandoned and derelict vessels. The meeting was 
to discuss the size and scale of the issue and associated remediation challenges; roles 
and responsibilities of the various jurisdictions; current efforts underway; possible options 
going forward; and ways to engage two key municipal governmental organizations that are 
involved in this issue, namely the Island Trust and the Union of British Columbia Municipal-
ities. Departmental officials will meet with other federal officials to discuss the outcomes of 
that meeting. Collectively, federal agencies will prepare options for a federal approach for 
consideration by senior officials in the fall 2013.

On July 31, 2013, Transport Canada officials met with officials from the State of Wash-
ington to learn about its abandoned and derelict vessels program, which has been in place 
for the past 10 years and which resulted in the remediation of approximately 500 vessels. 
Departmental officials will consider aspects of that program for application in a Canadian 
context.

Lastly, as part of its work on the Marine Policy Review, Transport Canada will be further 
analyzing wider policy options related to derelict, abandoned and wrecked vessels, includ-
ing legal authorities and governance models.

Thank you for your interest in this matter.
Sincerely,
The Honourable Lisa Raitt, P.C., MP, 
Minister of Transport

So I’m pleased that the federal government is starting to recognize this problem and 
taking responsibility for dealing with it. But so far, it is just meetings. We need to keep up 
the pressure for Transport Canada to take real action to reduce and prevent derelict ves-
sels.

On my website at www.jeancrowder.ca you can download a petition supporting Bill 
C-231. Please ask your friends and neighbours to sign it as well and send it to me in Ot-
tawa.

You could also email Minister Raitt at lisa.raitt@parl.gc.ca or mail her a letter postage-
free to House of Commons, Ottawa K1A 0A6.

Also, speak to your local councillor or regional director about the work that the Islands 
Trust and UBCM have been doing on derelict vessels. 

It isn’t often that the federal government recognizes the value of a private member’s bill 
and takes up the issue before the Bill can be debated in the House of Commons. 

I would be quite happy if I was unable to bring forward my Bill because the government 
had already taken the necessary steps to legislate a solution to deal with derelict vessels. 

Jean Crowder is MP for Nanaimo-Cowichan, and NDP Aboriginal Affairs critic.

 OTTAWA – In a statement in the House 
of Commons November 6, NDP MP Mur-
ray Rankin (Victoria) urged members of 
the House to take the findings of a report 
released by the Canadian Consortium of 
Ocean Research Universities (CCORU) 
seriously.

 “The CCORU universities do world-
class research, including at the University 
of Victoria, but there is a pressing need 
for better integration of science in ocean 
management and use,” said Rankin. 
“Industry, governments and universities 
must work together, to ensure a healthy 
ocean ecosystem for generations to come.”

 The expert panel report, Ocean Sci-
ence in Canada: Meeting the Challenge, 
Seizing the Opportunity, released Novem-

Nanaimo-Cowichan MP Jean Crowder speaks with Grade 11 Social Studies stu-
dents at Chemainus Secondary on November 13.

MP`s Report:

Some progress being made 
on problem of derelict boats

Urgent need for better 
integration of science 
in ocean

ber 6, stressed the vital importance of 
oceans science to Canada’s economy and 
environment. The report also points out 
that although funding for ocean science in 
Canadian universities is increasing, direct 
funding for individual research projects 
has declined since 2008. 

 “While we face real challenges, I 
believe we can build a modern, balanced 
Canada and create good jobs, without 
sacrificing our environment,” said Rankin. 
“The path to achieve that goal should be 
guided by the best science and research 
possible.”

To download a copy of the Panel’s report, visit 
the Council of Canadian Academies’ website, 
www.scienceadvice.ca.

Time to act to ensure healthy ocean ecosystem and sustainable marine economy

VANCOUVER -- The Wilderness Com-
mittee is celebrating the release of the Fed-
eral Environmental Assessment Report on 
Taseko Mines Ltd.’s proposed New Pros-
perity Mine, located west of Williams Lake, 
BC.

“We’ve made some harsh criticisms 
of this mine project in the past, and after 
reading this report we feel vindicated,” said 
Joe Foy, National Campaign Director of the 
Wilderness Committee. “We think that this 
report is even more critical than the Federal 
EA report on Taseko’s original failed mine 
project back in 2010,” he said. 

Taseko’s proposed Prosperity Mine 
was firmly rejected by Canada’s Environ-
ment Minister in 2010, after a scathing 
report listed the mine project’s potential 
impacts on the environment including the 
loss of Fish Lake, an abundant fishing lake 
in the proposed mine area. The proposed 
mine would have interfered with First Na-
tion’s rights to access and use their terri-
tory, and protect cultural and heritage sites. 
Shortly thereafter, Taseko applied for a 
new Federal Environmental Assessment 
on a reworked mine proposal the company 
called “New Prosperity” which promised to 

preserve Fish Lake. The Federal Environ-
mental Report just issued is the result of 
the second assessment.

“This second report proves that there is 
no safe way to build this mine without se-
verely damaging the environment and First 
Nation’s territory,” said Foy. “The panel re-
port says that the project would result in 
significant adverse effects on the water of 
Fish Lake as well as other lakes in the re-
gion,” he said.

The proposed mine is located in 
Tsilhqot’in Nation Territory, within the Fish 
Lake Watershed. The Tsilhqot’in Nation and 
neighbouring First Nations strongly oppose 
the mine project because of its potential im-
pacts. Many organizations across Canada 
support the Tsilhqot’in Nation’s stand.

“People all across Canada are looking 
forward to a speedy decision by the federal 
Environment Minister based on this report,” 
said Foy. “Surely the time has come for the 
federal government to reject this damaging 
project once and for all.”

Joe Foy, National Campaign Director, Wilder-
ness Committee can be reached at 604-880-
2580.

Hard-hitting Federal EA Report on 
proposed New Prosperity Mine must 
result in rejection--Wilderness Committee
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Wishing you Peace, 
Health and Happiness

Jean Crowder
Member of Parliament for Nanaimo-Cowichan

Duncan: 126 Ingram St.       
Nanaimo: 77 Victoria Cres.

Call toll-free
1-866-609-9998

jean@jeancrowder.ca
www.jeancrowder.ca

Randall Garrison, MP ESQUIMALT–JUAN DE FUCA
A2–100 Aldersmith Place, View Royal  /  M–Th, 10–4  /  250-405-6550  
Randall.Garrison@parl.gc.ca  /  www.randallgarrison.ndp.ca

Happy Healthy Holiday Season!
Please come to my  
Annual Holiday Open House  
co-hosted with Maurine Karagianis.

Wednesday, Dec. 18, 4–6pm 
A2–100 Aldersmith Place, View Royal
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By Randall Garrison

Veterans Meeting
On Friday, November 15, I was pleased to host a meeting between 

our Leader Thomas Mulcair and injured veterans at the Esquimalt Legion.  
It was an informative meeting, but we were sad to hear of the poor 

treatment injured veterans who have served their country loyally and 
bravely are now getting in return for their service.  The Conservative 
government continues to make policy decisions that are causing injured 
veterans no end of hardship, inconvenience, frustration and unfair treat-
ment.  

Instead New Democrats believe we need to improve the New Veter-
ans Charter, to apply the principle of “One Veteran, One Standard”, to 
expand the role of the Veteran’s Ombudsman to provide independent 
analysis and reports on treatment of veterans directly to Parliament, and 
that the government needs to stop trying to force injured vets out of the 
Forces before they qualify for their pensions.

Thomas and I were honoured to hear directly from injured veterans 
who are incredibly frustrated because of their treatment by the Conser-
vative government and we thank them for their courage in speaking up.  
Veterans and Canadians deserve better!

Meanwhile, in Ottawa the Senate scandal continues to dominate me-
dia coverage and embarrass all Canadians.  I am proud that, for more 
than 50 years, the NDP policy has been that the Senate should be abol-
ished.  And if not now, then when?  

As well, the Prime Minister has a clear responsibility to explain how 
so many in his office were engaged in trying to cover up this scandal and 
yet he knew nothing.

The Conservatives have taken advantage of the Senate and Toronto 
mayor distractions to introduce their third omnibus budget bill, a docu-
ment of more than 300 pages that they brought to a vote in just a week.  
Yet again, this is a bill packed with non-budget measures that Canadians 
should be concerned about.  The Bill attacks worker’s rights, pension 
rights of current and retired public servants, and even has provisions to 
correct errors from the last omnibus bill that was rushed through Parlia-
ment without proper debate.

Locally, I continue to pursue measures that will help our local econo-
my and the environment.  

On October 24, I tabled motion M-460 in the House of Commons call-
ing on the government to implement an Action Plan to protect the remain-
ing 81 Southern Resident Killer Whales. These orcas have been listed as 
endangered under the Species At Risk Act since 2003, yet no action to 
protect them has been taken by the federal government.  These whales 
are sentinels for the health of our ecosystem and they are a key part of 
our local tourism industry.  

The action plan in motion M-460 is ready to go now.  But while we 
work to get the federal government to act, there is much we can do our-
selves. For more information visit my website at randallgarrison.ndp.ca 
where you can download a poster with simple actions you can take.

This spring I introduced a Private Member’s Bill to restore federal en-
vironmental protection to the Goldstream River here on the Lower Island.  
The Bill would add the Goldstream River to Schedule 2 of the Navigable 

Remembrance Day in Cowichan

Above, Bill Routley, MLA for Cowichan Valley, and Jean Crowder, MP for Nanaimo-
Cowichan, attend the Remembrance Day ceremonies at Cobble Hill Cenotaph this 
year.

Below, Jean Crowder waits to place her wreath at the Cenotaph, while Bill Routley 
(left) and a large crowd of onlookers await their turn.

MP`s Report:

Mulcair meets with 
injured  veterans at 
Esquimalt Legion

Waters Protection Act in order to protect this important river and the salmon that 
spawn there. 

Through this bill I hope to bring attention to the fact that in the last omnibus 
budget bill the Conservatives eliminated federal environmental protection for all 
streams, rivers and lakes on Vancouver Island. 

Nearly a year after its release, I continue to press the federal government to 
implement the key recommendations of the Cohen Commission.  This is action 
critical to the future of the Fraser River Sockeye salmon. 

More than 1,800 peoples signed my Petition urging the Harper government 
to restore funding to the Centre of the Universe facility and programs at the Saa-
nich Observatory.  I tabled the petition October 24 and now await the govern-
ment’s response.  In the meantime, a big congratulations and thank you to MLA 
Lana Popham and interested community groups  for finding a workable solution 
that will allow the Centre of the Universe to reopen this spring!!

Let me close by wishing all Lower Island News readers a safe and happy 
Holiday Season. I invite all to join Maurine Karagianis, MLA, and me as we co-
host our combined Holiday Open House at my Constituency Office at A2-100 
Aldersmith Place in View Royal on December 18th from 4-6.

OTTAWA - New Democrats congratulated Mike Harcourt in the House of 
Commons November 22 for receiving the honour of Officer of Order of Canada, 
one of the highest distinctions in the country.

“Mr. Harcourt has had an exemplary career and made an extraordinary con-
tribution to Canada – as an engaged citizen, city councillor, Mayor of Vancouver, 
Leader of the BC NDP, and of course as Premier of British Columbia,” said Mur-
ray Rankin (MP Victoria) in a statement in the House of Commons. “He has also 
served an inspiration and powerful advocate for those affected by a disability, 
following his own remarkable recovery from a serious spinal cord injury.”

Harcourt was bestowed with the honour November 22 at an Order of Canada 
investiture ceremony at Rideau Hall by the Right Honourable David Johnston, 
Governor General of Canada.

“I have had the privilege to work closely with Mike over the years on issues 
of environmental protection and in first nations treaty negotiations,” continued 
Rankin.  “Based on this personal experience, I can say without hesitation that 
Mr. Harcourt is also an incredibly kind person, with a famously positive attitude 
approach to life.  I cannot think of anyone more deserving of this wonderful trib-
ute. Congratulations, Mike.”

NDP congratulates Mike Harcourt on Order of Canada
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By Carole James

It was 24 years ago this month that 14 
women were massacred at École Poly-
technique de Montréal in the worst mass 
murder in Canadian history. The attacker 
also injured 10 other women and four men, 
before turning the gun on himself. 

The day of the massacre, December 6, 
has become the National Day for Remem-
brance and Action on Violence Against 
Women. In the years since, we’ve made 
some progress in the effort to end sexual-
ized violence and violence against women. 

But we still have a long way to go. 
Gender-based violence remains pervasive 
in many segments of our society. Consider 
the recent wave of sexual assaults at the 
University of British Columbia and rape 
chants at university frosh events. 

Statistics Canada reports that more 
than half of all women living in BC have 
experienced physical or sexual violence 
since the age of 16. That’s more than one 
million women. Every year in the province, 
there are more than 60,000 physical or 
sexual assaults against women. 

Safety won’t be achieved by allowing 
women to live in fear of sexual violence. 
It will be achieved only by our working to-
gether to end sexual violence and stand up 
for the right of every woman to a safe and 
secure environment – at home, at work, at 
school, and everywhere in our communi-
ties.

Violence against women isn’t simply a 
women’s issue, and it’s important that all of 
us take a stand. Initiatives like the Moose-
hide Campaign run by the BC Association 
of Aboriginal Friendship Centres offer a 
way for men to signify their personal com-
mitment to ending violence and to protect 
our sisters, aunts, grandmothers, mothers 
and daughters from violence. 

By standing united, a future free of vio-
lence against women is possible. That’s 
why it’s particularly important that we de-
mand safer communities, and take a stand 
when authorities make decisions that neg-
atively impact our safety, the safety of our 
children, and the safety of our neighbours.

As individuals, we have that power.  
Government must show leadership, 

and unfortunately our province is falling far 

short. Decisions like cutting funding to or-
ganizations such as PEERS that serve vul-
nerable women and help them break free of 
the sex trade aren’t helping. Neither is the 
reluctance of the BC Liberal government to 
act on recommendations from the Missing 
and Murdered Women Commission. 

It is a dismal record that earned gov-
ernment more failing grades on the West 
Coast Legal Education and Action Fund’s 
annual women’s equality report card. The 
report noted the government’s failure to 
take action on the recommendations -- 
nearly a year after they were made -- and 
a lack of action to combat violence against 
Aboriginal women.

Days like December 6th are a time for 
us not only to remember, but to recommit 
to taking a stand and furthering the discus-
sion around how we can tackle all forms of 
sexual violence in our society. It’s a time for 
us to remind our decision makers that we 
need commitment with legislation, and we 
need it now. 

There is still much progress to be made, 
and I am optimistic we can do it. There’s 
more awareness now than ever of the 
scope of the issues at play, and there’s 
more determination in our communities to 
speak up and work together for meaningful, 
lasting change. 

Here to serve you at my Community Office
1084 Fort Street, Victoria BC  V8V 3K4    Phone: 250-952-4211    Fax: 250-952-4586  

carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca    www.carolejamesmla.ca

Wishing you a joyous holiday 
season, and a Happy New Year!

Please join us at our 

Holiday Open House
Thursday, December 12, 4–6pm 
at our Community Office 
Everyone welcome. Light refreshments.

Carole James MLA Victoria – Beacon Hill
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Time to recommit to ending all  
forms of sexual violence 

VICTORIA ---BC Liberal plans to po-
litically interfere with the Agricultural Land 
Commission and hand wholesale control of 
agricultural land outside of the lower main-
land and the Okanagan to the Oil and Gas 
Commission are unacceptable, say New 
Democrats. 

“What we are witnessing again is how 
the Liberals say one thing before the elec-
tion and do the opposite after votes are cast. 
The Agricultural Land Commission (ALC), 
founded by New Democrats, has been sup-
ported by governments of all stripes for 40 
years because it has done a good job,” said 
New Democrat leader Adrian Dix. 

“After commending two separate re-
views that called for the ALC to be strength-
ened before the election, the Liberals are 
now are conspiring to undermine it. More-
over, dismantling the ALC does not help 
BC.’s oil and gas sector, which requires so-
cial license to operate and develop.”

New Democrat agriculture critic Nicho-
las Simons said British Columbians did not 
vote for the ALC to be dismantled. 

“If the BC Liberal government planned 
to destroy the independence of the ALC 
in favour of private interests, that is some-
thing they should have told British Columbi-
ans during the election,” said Simons. 

A leaked cabinet decision document 
tries to justify the proposed changes by 

claiming the ALC’s legislative mandate “is 
too narrow”. 

“The purpose of the ALC is to protect 
farmland so it is available for generations to 
come. The answer to the supposed prob-
lem the Liberals are citing is following the 
recommendations made by the Auditor 
General to strengthen the ALC’s mandate.

“What’s ‘too narrow’ is the BC Liberal 
government’s decision to favour private 
interests over any other. The agriculture 
industry brings billions of dollars a year to 
the BC economy, and our hardworking ag-
ricultural producers do it with the least pro-
vincial government support in the country,” 
said Simons.

Simons noted that the leaked docu-
ments appear to confirm the public’s worst 
fears about the Agricultural Land Commis-
sion being included in the so-called “core 
review” despite the Commission being in 
the midst of implementing recommenda-
tions from two previous reviews overseen 
by three previous ministers. 

“The BC Liberal government is now re-
vealing their full contempt for the Agricul-
tural Land Reserve (ALR) and the Commis-
sion that oversees it,” said Simons. “These 
leaked documents put on full display how 
determined they are to undermine the in-
dependence of the Commission in order to 
destroy the ALR.” 

BC Liberals must halt plans to scrap 
Agricultural Land Commission, says NDP

VICTORIA – The draft agreement be-
tween BC Premier Christy Clark and Alberta 
Premier Allison Redford announced No-
vember 5 indicating the province of Alberta 
agrees to meet premier Clark’s five condi-
tions raises more questions than answers. 

Will Horter, Dogwood Initiative’s execu-
tive director, said this in response: 

While it’s not clear what this agreement 
will do, it’s pretty clear what the agreement 
won’t do, he commented. 

“Today’s announcement does not 
change the fact that there is significant and 
widespread opposition of First Nations to 
these proposals, making it unlikely Enbridge 
will be able to satisfy Clark’s fourth condition 
related to First Nations rights and consulta-

Dogwood reacts to BC and Alberta agreement on pipeline conditions
tion. 

Horter added, “Nor does what we’ve 
heard today change the points contained 
in the BC government’s formal rejection 
of Enbridge’s proposal to the joint review 
panel. It concluded that in many scenar-
ios on the BC coast, effective oil spill re-
sponse would be ‘impossible or severely 
constrained’. Though the BC government’s 
second condition calls for world-leading oil 
spill response, their official submission ex-
plicitly states ‘the goal is effective response 
[to oil spills]’, strongly implying that Clark’s 
second condition has not been met.”

The BC government also harshly criti-
cized Enbridge’s plans related to Clark’s 

third condition for pipeline safety and spill 
response, saying proponents must prove 
their ability to effectively respond before a 
certificate is granted. “Trust me is not good 
enough,” they said. 

“A backroom deal with Alberta’s premier 
will not create social licence where none 
currently exists,” Horter said. “The public 
review process on Enbridge is now over. 
A deal negotiated behind closed doors to 
ease the pathway for expanding oil tanker 
traffic on BC’s wild coast will be fiercely re-
sisted by a majority of British Columbians. 
Politicians who ignore this do so at their 
peril.”

VANCOUVER – Arguments were set to 
begin October 30 over whether the Prov-
ince of British Columbia is bound by law to 
protect an endangered old-growth Coastal 
Douglas-fir ecosystem.

Ecojustice lawyers are representing the 
Wilderness Committee and ForestEthics 
Solutions in this legal challenge against the 
provincial government.

“We expect the government to argue 
that BC’s forestry laws don’t require it to do 
anything to protect the habitat of species at 
risk, in this case the endangered Coastal 
Douglas-fir forest,” said Devon Page, Eco-
justice executive director. “In order to pro-
tect not only these once iconic forests, but 
all forest-dependent species at risk, we will 
argue that the province has acted unlaw-
fully and broken its own law.”

Previously, the Coastal Douglas-fir for-
est was dominant in an area covering ap-
proximately 2,600 square kilometres. The 
BC Forest Practices Board has estimated 
that only 1,600 square kilometres still re-
main as forest, and based on government 
data, only about 2.75 square kilometres — 
an area smaller than Stanley Park — re-
main in old-growth condition.

“It’s gotten to the point where we have 
to argue with the province in court over 
whether they have to protect the last, tiny 
percentage point of an ecosystem that their 
own scientists say needs protection,” said 
Torrance Coste, Vancouver Island cam-
paigner for the Wilderness Committee. 
“This is incredibly disappointing, and points 
to the larger shortcomings of forest man-
agement in BC.”

The BC government controls about nine 
percent of all lands in the Coastal Douglas-
fir forest, and despite its purported protec-
tion under BC’s forestry laws, the province 
recently allowed logging in a forest of this 
type near Nanaimo. An affidavit from for-
mer long-time Ministry of Forests employee 
Mary Jo Hamey, who rang the alarm bell 
on logging in this endangered ecosystem, 
forms part of the evidence submitted by the 
groups.

“Does the province make their environ-
mental laws to be ignored, or to be ineffec-
tive? That’s what we’re about to find out,” 
said Valerie Langer, BC conservation direc-
tor for ForestEthics Solutions. 
For more information, readers can contact Tor-
rance Coste, Wilderness Committee, at 250-516-
9900; Devon Page, Ecojustice, at 778-828-5512, 
and Valerie Langer, ForestEthics Solutions, at 
604-307-6448.

BC Court hearing challenge over Coastal 
Douglas fir begins
Province breaking its own law in failing to protect old-growth forest, 
environment groups say

DRIVEN..How the Bathurst Tragedy Ig-
nited a Crusade for Change, by R. Foot, 
GOOSE LANE PUBLISHERS

Seven student basketball players died 
when their van collided with a tractor trail-
er.  

This book recounts the success of two 
activist mothers who pressed for, and ob-
tained, reform in the way Canadian schools 
put safety first in caring for students

A book which should be on the reading 
list of all school board members.               
  --Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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 Proudly
 Representing Esquimalt

 Maurine Karagianis,
 MLA
 Esquimalt-Royal Roads

 250 479 8326
 maurine.karagianis.mla@leg.bc.ca
 www.maurinekaragianis.ca

“

Debra Toporowski (Qwulti`stunaat), Bill Routley and Doug Morgan

Office closed from Dec. 20, 2013 to Jan. 2, 2014

Bill Routley MLA
Cowichan Valley

273 Trunk Rd., Duncan, 250-715-0127
email:bill.routley.mla”leg.bc.ca

www.billroutley.com

Our Office is Open  
to Serve You
#122-2806 Jacklin Road, Victoria BC  V9B 5A4
250-391-2801
john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca   
www.johnhorgan.ca

John Horgan MLA Juan de Fuca
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MLAs at work throughout the community

MLA Carole James (Victoria-Beacon Hill) and Rob Fleming (Victoria-Swan Lake) attend the November 11 
Remembrance Day ceremonies at the Cenotaph.

Not deterred by a rainy Victoria day, MLA Carole Jmes helps to pick up gar-
bage along Dallas Road as part of Victoria MP Murray Rankin’s Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup in September.

MLA Gary Holman (Saanich north and the Islands) speaks at a recent town hall 
meeting in Sidney, held to discuss the Agricultural Land Reserve. 

Touring the Cape Scott Wind Farm, MLA John Horgan chats with his tour guide, Phil 
Venoit, president of the Vancouver Island Building Construction Trades Council and 
Business Manager of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 230. 

Merry 
Christmas

May the peace and happiness 
of the

season be yours today and every 
day throughout the new year



Page 12  December 2013 Lower Island NEWSBC  NEWS AND VIEWS

The Flying Shingle’s commitment to 
our advertisers on Gabriola Island:

Your ad will stand out to potential customers because we limit 
advertising to 40 per cent of the newspaper’s total space. (Fifty 
per cent is usually regarded as an acceptable rate.)
A sassy, intelligent, well-written paper committed to 
journalistic integrity that attracts a strong and loyal 
readership. 
Classified ads focussed on local advertisers and Gabriola 
customers.

Many of our readers tell us they read the Flying Shingle from cover 
to cover, which means every page is a “good” advertising page in 
The Shingle.

With a total winter distribution of 2,500 The Shingle is mailed out to every 
mailbox (1,850) on Gabriola, and distributed to newsstands around the 
island. 

Advertise in The Shingle. We deliver Gabriola.

•

•

•

ShingleShingle
FlyingFlyingthe Published  Weekly 381 Spruce Ave

Gabriola, BC

V0R 1X1

Published  Weekly

Your Island Your Pape
r

The Voice of Gabriola since 1972

Contact: editor@flyingshingle.com

By Ron Duffy

Future historians may see in the 20th 
century not two World Wars and a Cold 
War, but one Long War. The contestants 
were not just warring states but opposing 
philosophies: capitalism, communism and 
fascism.

The First World War brought the three 
opponents onto the field. Long-established 
capitalism, already fighting in Europe, in-
cluded Russia as an ally of Britain and 
France facing Germany and Austria-Hun-
gary. The first fascist movements emerged 
in Italy. Communism emerged from the 
Russian revolution before the war was over. 
Capitalism was unwilling to yield ground to 
either of these still-diapered upstarts, born 
with ambitions for global supremacy to 
which capitalism laid claim by right of prior 
ownership.

By the time of the Second World War, 
fascism had come of age in Italy, Germany, 
Spain and Japan and with the cockiness 
of youth had taken on both capitalism and 
communism. For the first couple of years, 
while fascism still defiantly flourished its 
bundled fasces, American ultra-capitalists 
sat back and watched the countries of Eu-
rope slaughter each other’s soldiers and 
flatten each other’s cities. 

The US suffered nothing like that. With 
factories moving into heated overproduc-
tion, the US shipped munitions, tanks, ships 
and planes to the Good Guys in Europe, 
i.e. those fighting fascism, which Ameri-
cans, being Good Capitalists, did not want 
to emerge victorious. The US, the “Arsenal 
of Democracy”, grew very, very rich while 
Europe was smashed to smithereens.

Then the US, watching events in Eu-
rope from the other—safe—side of the At-
lantic grew uneasy. Russia was giving the 
Germans a tough time. Russia was the big-
gest country in the world and, more alarm-
ing, it was communist. What if it swept the 
Germans aside and marched unimpeded 
right across Europe? Roosevelt’s Lend-
Lease Act of 1941, ironically titled An Act to 
Further Promote the Defense of the United 
States, rushed more and more equipment 
and services to countries fighting the fas-
cist Axis. 

By the end of 1941, with three million 
German forces tied down in Russia, it was 
safe to send in America’s finest, except for 
John Wayne who refused to join. Better 
keep the war going for a few years more: it 
was good for business. Then mop up.

Fascism was the first of the three global 
contenders to go down fighting. The Sec-
ond World War did it in, except in Franco’s 
Spain and, outside Europe, in Peron’s Ar-
gentina. But it was no longer a global threat 
to victorious capitalism. It could be ignored 
until it died in these Latin outposts in the 
1970s. 

Lately, though, some aspects of fascism 
have appeared in the strongest fortresses 
of capitalism: in corporate big business. 
Fascism is an extreme form of nationalism, 

exalting the nation above all else. The mul-
tinational corporation (MNC) exalts its own 
being, an organic entity which binds its em-
ployees together in a cult of unity. 

That fascist sense of unity, of being one 
with the state, was symbolized in the na-
tional flag. Today in the MNC the flag be-
comes the venerated logo or trademark. 
The Golden Arches (with the emphasis on 
Golden) are as recognizable as the Swasti-
ka and must not be abused or misused. Lo-
gos and trademarks are as sacrosanct as 
national flags. For example in 1991Disney 
forced a group of New Zealand parents in a 
remote country town to remove their ama-
teur renditions of Pluto and Donald Duck 
from a playground mural. Pure fascism.

Fascist states pursued policies of social 
indoctrination through propaganda in edu-
cation and the media. Education was de-
signed to glorify the fascist movement and 
inform students of its historical and political 
importance to the nation. 

MNCs do the same at the corporate 
level. For example, Naomi Klein relates 
how she began to notice that many univer-
sity students “were preoccupied with the in-
roads private corporations were making into 
their public schools. They were angry that 
ads were creeping into cafeterias, common 
rooms, even washrooms; that their schools 
were diving into exclusive distribution deals 
with soft-drink companies and computer 
manufacturers, and that academic studies 
were starting to look more and more like 
market research.” 

Finally, Fascism idolized modern tech-
nology and its association with speed and 
power, admiring advances in the in the ear-
ly 20th century economy, particularly Ford-
ism and scientific management. The same 
can be said of the modern MNC.

Fascism is dead; long live fascism. 
Capitalism has raised it from the tomb and, 
like a cheeky dog, run off with its bones into 
the far corners of Big Business.

Fascism scourged, capitalism splurged, 
communism surged. That Red surge across 
half of Europe was a worry to the capitalists 
whose war-time splurge had encouraged it 
instead of stemming it. World War II gave 
way to the Cold War which wasn’t a war at 
all but a capitalist junket of more and more 
splurging on more and more armaments, 
kept going by icy shivers of fear deliberate-
ly induced by the masters of fear monger-
ing: American business corporations. 

Russia never was a threat to Europe, 
far less to North America, but it paid the 
corporations, rubbing Scroogean hands 
together and dipping them into bags over-
flowing with money, to make the gullible 
population of the “free” world believe it was.

Meanwhile the rapidly growing and 
self-enriching American corporations were 
joined by others in Europe and Japan. 
The money they made was never enough. 
CEOs had to be bonused; shareholders re-
warded. Time to return to the good ol’ days 
before the Thirteenth Amendment—slav-
ery. Amen to that. 

Keep the non-enlightened countries of 
the unequally divided world down-trodden, 
their dictators rich and happy, and their peo-
ple impoverished. Don’t waste good money 
on schools and hospitals; spend as little as 
you have to on sweatshops and slums. And 
if the odd factory collapses killing hundreds, 
or an overcrowded hostel burns down im-
molating a few hundred more to the glory of 
Mammon, so what? Peons are ten a penny. 
They have lost their land, their livelihood, 
their way of life. They have nowhere else to 
go but back to the corporation’s sweatshop 
or factory or unhealthy mine. 

And why stop at the world’s “poor” 
countries? Are there not rich pickings in the 
wealthiest? Buy out family farms and busi-
nesses, corner stores, and private opera-
tions. Undercut competition until competi-
tion is forced to close. Learn from Walmart 
and McDonald’s and their ilk. Take away 
the individual’s source of earnings and they 
will be forced to work for wages so low they 
cannot live on them. Do not let your con-
science so much as twinge as you sit down 
to your sirloin and Sauterne. The state will 
make up your slave-workers’ shortfall with 
food stamps or food banks, healthcare, 
pensions and supplementary income pay-
ments. 

All of which does not make sense to the 
non-capitalist because, as Marx’s clarion 
made clear: those who don’t earn can’t buy; 
and capitalism depends on consumption as 
a vampire on blood. 

The pillaged world’s capitalist corpora-
tions have grown to a gargantuan size that 
matches their gargantuan appetites. They 
have spread their money-piling operations 
into as many countries as they find profit-
able. They are now Multinational Corpora-
tions. Some are as big as countries with 
assets exceeding the GDP of many of the 
countries they plunder. 

With their great wealth they have bought 
governments and top-level politicians; and 
with the persuasive power of their lobbyists 
they control the destinies of states. Nothing 
succeeds like excess. Today’s corporations 
can thumb their noses or show their bums 
to their former communist competitors.  

Communism self-destructed in the 
1980s. Russia could not keep up with 
America’s gross overspending in filling the 
Arsenal of Democracy with more missiles 
and munitions than it could possibly need 
“to keep the free world free”. The USSR 
surrendered, and its satellite states surren-
dered with it. Capitalism won the Long War.

Some former communist states have 
seen the error of their ways and decided to 
join the Free Market Club, bow-tie, bar-bill 
and all. 

MNCs have raised capitalism, with in-
jections of the once-hated fascism, to un-
seemly heights. It would appear that the 
billions of people being tossed crumbs from 
the richly laden tables of the Free Market 
Club are as impotent as chained slaves to 
win back a world for Free Men.

Where does socialism come into the 
Long War of the 20th century? 

Socialism is a non-belligerent. In the 
analogy of war, socialism is the Medical 
Corps whose duty is to ease the suffering 
caused by the excesses of both capitalism 
and communism. Second World War Brit-
ain introduced “the welfare state”, a Bever-
age the capitalists found hard to swallow, 
a concept of social amelioration most op-
posed by capitalists in the US, birthplace 
of the MNC. 

Now that the Long War has ended with 
the total victory of capitalism and the rise 
to ultimate global power of its callous cap-
tains, the MNCs, socialism has to strength-
en its traditional role in caring for the vic-
tims of the cruelties inflicted on suffering 
humanity by the new world dictators: the 
capitalist MNCs. 

The international reach of capitalism 
has turned the whole world into a global 
factory”. In order to improve the conditions 
of life for the workers in that stalag-factory a 
stronger Socialist International must orga-
nize its member governments, its NGOs, its 
philanthropic supporters and inspire them 
to greater efforts on behalf of “the wretched 
of the earth”. 

The fate of human freedom, justice and 
social equality depend on it.

 

THE LONG WAR OF THE 20TH CENTURY 

By Yasin Kaya

The rate of Ontario youth unemploy-
ment rivals those of the European Union 
and the US Rust Belt states. So says the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives in 
its recent report, The Young and the Job-
less. Joblessness among people aged 15 
to 24 in Ontario is 16.9 percent, which is 
higher than that in Indiana, Minnesota, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin. The 
actual employment rate is significantly 
worse. It ranges from 50 to 52 percent in 
the province, meaning half of all youths 
don’t have jobs.

The gap between youth and adult em-
ployment in Toronto is the largest in the 
province at 21.8 percent. The report states 
that “young workers are subject to the neg-
ative consequences of the same macro-
economic forces that are affecting the rest 
of the population. However, young work-
ers are the labour market’s canary in the 
coalmine. When there are hiring freezes, 
they remain out of work. When there are 
layoffs, it is newer, younger workers who 
often feel the brunt of the job losses.”

Many believe that education is the key 
to success. Not quite so, at least not in our 
times. As the Toronto Star reports, a typi-
cal student makes about $26,000 a year, 
between four part-time jobs. Most of the 
earnings go towards tuition. And according 
to the Canadian Federation of Students, 
average student debt after graduating with 
a four year degree is $37,000. Yet, having 
a degree does not always increase your 
chance of getting a job. The 17.1 percent 
unemployment rate among adults with 
advanced (above bachelors) degrees is 
higher than young workers who have com-
pleted high school (16.0 %).

Youth make up 17 % of the world’s 
population. According to the International 

Labour Organization, there are 73 million 
young unemployed people in the world, an 
increase of 3.5 million since 2007. At the 
same time, informal employment among 
young people remains pervasive and transi-
tions to decent work are slow and difficult. 
For example, informal employment ac-
counts for half of the jobs of young workers 
in the Russian Federation.

Against this backdrop, socialists argue:
•	 The youth are the backbone of 

production. But young workers need to unite 
to become the brain of production as well. 
More jobs, higher wages, shorter working 
hours, and better working conditions are 
achievable only through organized struggle.

•	 Education is a right not a privilege. 
Post-secondary education should be free. 
Drop fees and cancel student debt, now! 
To achieve these goals, get involved in the 
student unions, and challenge students’ 
union officials to lead the struggle. Follow 
the example of the Quebec students’ strike 
in 2012!

•	 Bridge the gap between youth and 
the rest of the working class. Replace the la-
bour leaders who accept divisive conditions, 
such as the two-tier wage system (lower 
starting pay) that increases the exploitation 
of youth.

•	 Youth unemployment, like mass 
unemployment among adults, can be over-
come if new jobs are created such as by 
launching massive public works to provide 
housing and to modernize infrastructure. 
Expropriating the banks and giant corpora-
tions, and placing them under workers’ con-
trol, is necessary to finance and implement 
massive public investment projects.

Today’s rotting capitalism resembles a 
coal mine before a methane gas explosion. 
Youths should not be the canaries in that 
mine. They should organize, join workers’ 
struggles, and smash the cage in which they 
are trapped.

Jobless youth In Ontario: 
Canaries in a coal mine?
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TUTOR DIANE WALSH 

MA, BA, DEC 
dianewalsh.vic@gmail.com 

250-508-5637
Rate: $30/h 

Accepting new students, all ages/levels
ESL, French, English, 

Humanities, Social Studies

Click http://www.findatutor.ca/node/9416

Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331  FAX: 250-384-8381  Email: vlcbc@telus.net

The VLC, representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area,  
holds its regular monthly meetings the third Wednesday of each month 

at 7 pm, at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik, Treasurer; Susanne Francoeur, Secretary

By Tim Pheotist

Everyone loves the funfair. Colourful 
carnival trailers transform into ferris wheels, 
bumper car rides and haunted houses, 
magically appearing, under cover of dark-
ness, on our suburban common land.

Exciting new faces inhabit the local 
parks – slightly mysterious – slightly dan-
gerous. Where did they come from? Where 
have they been? Are they to be trusted?

We don’t really want to know the an-
swers. We just want to imagine. To fright-
en ourselves. We don’t want to spoil the 
spooky fun. We can feel safe with the 
danger of the fair, knowing the dark-side 
mystique will soon evaporate, leaving us 
safe and sound, albeit lighter in the wallet 
and a little shaky after being spun, twisted, 
bumped and dropped.

That’s the travelling circus experience. 
Here today – gone tomorrow.

But some circuses, today, are outstay-
ing their welcome. Their trailers and rides 
have become permanent and noisy fixtures 
throughout the country. Hucksters, whose 
only objective is to bring you the thrill of the 
fair by dropping you from a great height into 
an entirely imaginary safety-net.

Throughout Canada we know today’s 
funfair as HarperLand. 

In British Columbia the RingMistress, 
Christy the Clown, owns the franchise, de-
lighting bemused spectators with an end-
less spectacle of whip cracking and lion 
taming. Except that Christy’s dangerous 
lions aren’t lions and definitely pose no 
danger. 

The dangerous beasts that Christy 
fights are – wait for it – the homeless, 
the sick, the elderly, the unemployed, the 
young. 

•	 So many, now, feel the 
crack of Christy’s whip as they wait for 
hours in the emergency room for medi-
cal attention. 

•	 So many, now, feel the 
crack of Christy’s whip as they trudge 
from interview to interview in response 
to illusory employment opportunities.

•	 So many, now, feel the 
crack of Christy’s whip as they struggle 
to feed and school young families.

We’re not really enjoying the show any 
more, are we? 

In the recent BC election we again 
bought tickets to Christy’s circus, imagin-
ing that the ticket price included, at least, 
something positive for the audience. An ex-
perience that might justify this return visit to 
the BC Liberal Big Top.

So far the show is a dud. Tickets have 

bought nothing but cuts to public services 
and rises in the price of every imaginable 
life necessity.

The headline act – pipeline jobs – has 
called in sick. Gas tomorrow but freeze to-
day.

Supporting acts such as balancing the 
books of the BC Ferry Corp. are entirely 
unrehearsed, and don’t imagine you’ll be 
able to afford the ticket price. After all, the 
bill board never said the price of the ferry 
side-show was included in the price of ad-
mission.

For ticket holders to the Christy Clark 
carnival, there’s worse to come. Advance 
notices report that upon entering the Big 
Top, there’s no “there” there. No show. No 
rhetorical cut & thrust. No RingMistress 
publically cracking her whip. The Big Top – 
our Parliament building – is a ghost house. 
No more substantive than a holographic 
image. 

So what is happening? Not to worry. 
Christy’s carnival is in good shape. It’s 
just that the public show is now entirely 
private. Maybe the shutters are down on 
the windows of progressive public policy 
and spending in British Columbia, but your 
ticket money is safely funding the new, na-
tional, private funfair of Stephen Harper – 
HarperLand.

We have to admit, the franchise is work-
ing well. Advance publicity has been bril-
liant. It’s put Canada back into the interna-
tional spotlight. 

To the outside world, now, Canada’s 
charismatic Prime Minister can now be 
seen for the ringmaster that he truly is. 

This is a man who can make the trains 
run on time. He’s the man to ensure that 
private profit is never compromised by pub-
lic spending.  He’ll make sure that Canada 
will minimize Canadian contributions to in-
ternational health and disaster initiatives, 
while at the same time maximising the price 
of every Canadian resource that Canada 
provides to the world.

Mr. Harper understands that there are 
malign foreign forces representing those 
who might feel disadvantaged by Canada’s 
cleverness. Never one to tolerate injustice 
of any sort – think Sri Lanka and the Com-
monwealth conference – Stephen works 
tirelessly to build and rebuild a strong Ca-
nadian military and private security pres-
ence. 

Never a believer in safety nets of any 
sort – economic or real – HarperLand 
brings us the Canadian economic spectac-
ular – Weakest to the Wall.

Refining the franchise over the past few 
years, our Ringmaster-in-Chief has stead-

fastly served Canadian security in adjusting 
laws in Canada to ensure that those who 
transgress are properly punished. More 
prison space – more prison time – is one of 
Stephen’s most successful acts. 

Then we have the HarperLand side-
show – Whack-a-Mole. It’s an old fun fair 
favourite, of course, but with a twist of Ste-
phen that has made international head-
lines.

Without giving away the plot, it goes 
something like this. Stephen secretly ap-
points or assists characters whose fit for 
their posts is questionable or hopeless. 
Then, when they inevitably under-perform, 
popping their heads up like moles, Stephen 
whacks ‘em. 

The funny thing is, as one goes down, 
another pops up. Stephen’s even given 
them names. Mr. Wright. Mr. Duffy. Mr. 
Ford. Ms.Wallin. Mr. Brazeau etc. There 
are others but it’s not fair to spoil all the fun. 
We can leave some it to the RCMP to play 
with.

So, the world watches Canada, mar-
velling at the entertainment that a simple, 
economist can deliver. Truly a man of 
judgement, compassion and imagination.

It’s fair to say that Canada’s multi-
tasking leader would not have been able to 
deliver these economic and social miracles 
without the “common touch”.

Stephen in HarperLand knows how to 
touch the common people and make them 
feel that touch. 

Just talk to those who choose to live on 
the streets of our cities. Those who fail to 
engage in gainful employment, complaining 
that the wage is too low. Those who have 
not constructively addressed their “disabil-
ity”. Those who have failed to cooperate 

with HarperLand law enforcement. Those 
who have aged without earning enough to 
keep spending into retirement.

These common folks, and others who 
contribute so little to the common good, 
have felt Stephen’s common touch. Un-
like the Conservative Whack-a-Mole char-
acters who always seem to pop up again, 
smiling, Stephen’s common touch ensures 
that one whack of his economic policy will 
drive the common mole into a dark hole, 
never to pop up again.

Yay Canada.
Of course if the HarperLand fun fair and 

Christy’s Carnival isn’t working for you as 
well as you’d hoped, there is another show 
in town.

The caravans and trailers of Canada’s 
NDP and BCNDP are not as brightly co-
loured as the Conservative HarperLand 
trailers that ran you over when they came 
into town. The NDP rides might not be as 
exciting but they will be less scary. The 
NDP will make sure that the bad moles 
will stay down when you whack’em. And 
Canada won’t make the international gut-
ter press. No more mayors using crack or 
senators with imaginative expense claims.

BC families, will again be able to af-
ford the price of admission to their country. 
Something that it is increasingly difficult to 
do, these days, in HarperLand.

It’s time to turn on the lights in Christy’s 
ghost train ride and see clearly who has 
been sitting next to you.

So, whenever tickets are available, ig-
nore the lies and illusions of the Harper and 
Clark magic shows; buy the intelligent seat, 
and vote progressively for your community, 
for the disadvantaged, for the elderly and 
for the next generation. 

Our Canadian Circus

Tickets to ride in HarperLand

VANCOUVER -- A year and a half after 
the release of an exhaustive and damning 
report on the state of seniors care by the 
province’s Ombudsperson, the BC govern-
ment has largely failed to make meaningful 
improvements.

 Ombudsperson Kim Carter released 
her report, The Best of Care: Getting it 
Right for Seniors in British Columbia, in 
February 2012. The report provided a com-
prehensive roadmap for fixing BC’s home 
and community health care system. In June 
2013, the Ombudsperson posted a detailed 
listing of the status of each recommenda-
tion. A new policy brief published Novem-
ber 14 by the Canadian Centre for Policy 
Alternatives analyzes the extent of the pro-
vincial government’s implementation of the 
140 recommendations that were specifical-
ly directed to the Ministry of Health. It finds:

•	 Just 6% of the recommendations 
have been fully implemented. 

•	 24%  have either been partially 
implemented or are under consideration.

•	 3%  have not moved forward de-
spite a government commitment to do so.

•	 1% have missed their timeline for 
implementation.

•	 A stunning 66% have been ig-
nored.

“There is an appalling lack of leadership 
from the provincial government on seniors 
care,” says lead author Marcy Cohen. “The 
Ministry of Health has not fulfilled its re-

sponsibility to set appropriate standards of 
care and service levels to ensure seniors’ 
needs are met no matter where they live in 
the province.”

 Other key areas of concern addressed 
by the Ombudsperson include inadequate 
public reporting on service levels; lack 
of advocacy and support for seniors or 
their families in navigating the home and 
community care system; failure to improve 
the complaints process in home and 
community care; and the inadequacy of 
home support services.

Cohen points to an important potential 
bright spot — the creation of a new Seniors 
Advocate position.  However, she cautions 
that the Advocate faces a system plagued 
by gaps and failures, and, apparently, little 
government will to act on recommended 
changes.  

 “Ensuring quality care for seniors 
is not only the right thing to do, in the 
long run it saves money for all British 
Columbians,” says Cohen. “With improved 
home support and other community-based 
services, seniors stay healthier and use the 
expensive hospital system much less.”

 
The Ombudsperson’s Report on Seniors Care: 
A Brief Analysis of the Government’s (Non)Re-
sponse is available at policyalternatives.ca/non-
response. For more information or interviews 
contact Sarah Leavitt at 604-801-5121 x233 or 
sarah@policyalternatives.ca.

Only 6% of BC Ombudsperson’s recommendations 
for crisis in seniors’ care implemented by province
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Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats wish

The Best of the Season
to everyone!

Please remember the less fortunate and 
your local food bank at this time of year.

Find us at http://vbhndp.bc.ca/
Friend our Victoria-Beacon Hill NDP Facebook Page

Call us at  250-386-8497

VICTORIA, -- Plans are in place this 
winter to again provide temporary emer-
gency shelter for people who are expe-
riencing homelessness during extreme 
weather conditions. Participating organiza-
tions have been on alert since November 1.

The “Extreme Weather Protocol” (EWP) 
is a community program involving shelter 
providers, faith groups, social service agen-
cies, fire and police to increase the number 
of shelter beds available during acute win-
ter weather conditions such as wind, heavy 
rain, and snow or freezing temperatures. 

Under the recently released plans for 
the region, the Greater Victoria EWP has 
increased its response area to include 
the District of Sooke.  The Sooke Baptist 
Church will be providing 10 mats to accom-
modate the remote areas of Sooke, East 
Sooke, Beecher Bay Reserve, Otter Point, 
Shirley, Jordan River and Port Renfrew.  
The triggers for activation of this shelter 
service will be made independently of the 
Victoria/Saanich response plan. 

The Victoria/Saanich Plan will be issu-
ing alerts using a two tiered system; when 
the EWP has been activated, all participat-
ing shelters will be opened at a reduced ca-
pacity.  Once capacity has been reached at 
all shelters, the second tier will be activated 
to increase the number of mats to full ca-
pacity of each individual shelter.  This will 
allow the program to respond to the diverse 
needs of people using the shelters by en-
suring that there are multiple sites open at 
any given time.

Emergency shelter programs open 
year-round in Victoria offer 175 beds with 
an additional 85 being offered seasonally 
from October to March by Beacon Com-
munity Services “Out of the Rain Youth 
Shelter” and Cool Aid’s “St John the Divine 
shelter”.  

The first tier of extreme weather mats 
would open an additional 70 mats at the 
Salvation Army A.R.C., Our Place and the 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre.  

The second tier opens up an additional 
35 mats in the same locations.  In total, 365 
(375 including Sooke) places for people 
to sleep are available during the most ex-
treme winter weather. 

The response plans are activated by 
the Regional Coordinator on a daily basis 
and are triggered by the following criteria:

• Temperatures near zero with rain-
fall that makes it difficult or impos-
sible for  people to remain dry

• Sleet/freezing rain
• Snow accumulation
• Sustained high winds
• Temperatures at or below -2 Cel-

sius
• Shelter occupancy and feedback 

from clientele may be considered
The program is supported by local shel-

ters, faith groups and social service agen-
cies, the City of Victoria, District of Saanich, 
District of Sooke and the Province of British 
Columbia through BC Housing’s Extreme 
Weather Response Program. 

The EWP are currently recruiting volun-
teers and staff for all locations. If you wish 
to donate time, funds or equipment to this 
community project, please contact Jen Ba-
con at jen@vewp.net or phone her at 250-
896-4012..

A “Soup Can Drive” was held in Sooke 
on November 9 at the Stick in the Mud 
(6715 Eustace Rd). The EWP was asking 
for donations of canned soup for the clients 
accessing the shelter.  (Other items needed 
are packages of instant oatmeal and gra-
nola/fruit/protein bars.)  

 
For more information about the Extreme Weath-
er Protocol go to www.vewp.net.

Greater Victoria 2013-2014 
extreme weather response 
emergency shelter plans ready

VICTORIA, BC -- For the last three 
years homelesspartners.com has provided 
personalized connection between people 
who are homeless and others in the com-
munity of Victoria. 

The stories and Christmas Wish Lists 
are posted on the Homeless Partners web-
site so that community members can read 
the stories of people in shelters and deliver 
the requested gift, with a personal card of 
encouragement, directly to the shelters.

Using only volunteers, for the last eight 
years, www.homelesspartners.com has 
connected thousands of homeless people 
with their communities in over 10 cities in 
Canada and the United States. Since it 
began in 2005 over 67,00 gifts have been 
pledged.

Now funds are needed to improve the 
website and expand it so that more cities 
and shelters can be added. 

In Victoria, the Cool Aid Society has had 
homelesspartner volunteers conduct inter-
views with residents of Rock Bay Landing, 
Sandy Merriman House and Next Steps 

Transitional Shelter. 
“What is so special about the Homeless 

Partners is that they take the time and care 
to talk with people staying at the shelter in 
order to find a unique and special gift that is 
exactly what is needed,” said Victoria Cool 
Aid Society’s Shelter Manager Don McTa-
vish. “Many of our residents do not have 
the joy of celebrating Christmas with their 
families so this time together and these 
personal gifts make a big difference to their 
spirits.”

In order to raise funds for the new soft-
ware, an indiegogo fund raising effort has 
been launched: homelesspartners.com/
fundraiser.

The plan is for a team of talented Van-
couver programmers and designers (for-
mer donors to Homeless Partners) to lock 
themselves in for a coding marathon Nov. 
22-25 to create a new and improved web-
site.  

The Homeless Partners organization is 
also taking a large leap by becoming feder-
ally incorporated as a non-profit and apply-
ing for charitable status.  All funds collected 
will go to the software, the expansion of the 
program to other cities, the development 
of partnerships with other businesses and 
organizations, and some administration 
costs. 

All local programs will still be operated 
in each city, using only volunteers.

The response of people who are home-
less, when they open their gift on Christ-
mas morning, is often one of overwhelm-
ing emotion when they realize that anyone 
would think about them. One homeless 
woman said it best: “What I find most en-
couraging is that someone who doesn’t 
even know me would care enough to think 
of me.” 

For further information phone Daniel Keeran at 
778-433-1547; email jenniek@uniserve.com;or 
contact Don McTavish, Victoria Cool Aid Society, 
at 250-888-7103 email: dmctavish@CoolAid.org  

Homelesspartners.com helps fill 
Christmas Wish Lists of homeless

By George Baron

People talk about the “orange wave” 
that swept Nova Scotia in 2009, carrying 
provincial New Democratic Party leader 
Darrell Dexter to the premier’s office. It’s 
generally agreed that voters were fed up 
with the quality of governance provided 
by the Liberals and Conservatives, over 
many years, and decided to give the NDP a 
try. There was a mandate for change, and 
change was what was promised. 

The “orange wave” manifested as 31 
NDP seats to 9 Liberal seats. Now in 2013 
there is a huge reversal of fortunes with 33 
Liberal seats to 7 NDP seats. (When its 
vote plunged by 18.4 percent, the NDP be-
came the first governing party not to win a 
second term in Nova Scotia history. -- edi-
tor) 

Voters chose to return to the known and 
to abandon the NDP. It is my opinion that 
the downfall of Dexter’s NDP government 
was that it did not change the status quo. 
The Nova Scotia NDP government over 
the last four years was not particularly bad. 
There were no major scandals. There was 
reasonable fiscal responsibility. If it had 
been a government running under a Con-
servative banner, I suspect it might have 
been re-elected. But the NDP was sup-
posed to be different. They were punished 
for not living up to their ideals. 

The loss of the October 8 election does 
not just put the NDP back where it was. 
There has been severe damage to the NDP 
brand. Since 2009, core NDP supporters 
have been steadily abandoning ship.

Speaking of abandoned ships, I should 
tell the story of the cancelling of the interna-
tional ferry between Yarmouth and Maine 
which happened early in the NDP’s term. 
This was triggered by the Harper Conser-
vative government withdrawing the federal 
funding. But it was the provincial NDP that 
took all the blame. The NDP’s decision, that 
alone it couldn’t afford the subsidy (equiva-
lent to $600 per car that used it), was sound 
enough, but how the cancellation was han-
dled was a public relations disaster.

Across the board, support for the NDP 
plunged. Why?

First, the NDP wasn’t different. The 
MLA expense scandal found at least one 
criminal in each party. The NDP broke the 
election promise not to raise the HST (pro-
vincial sales tax). The issue here is not fis-
cal; it is about saying one thing and doing 
another. 

Darrell Dexter, personally, fed the “cul-
ture of entitlement”, holding on to the idea 
that the public should pay his fees to the 
NS bar association, a little too long. The 
public and NDPers in particular, had been 
looking for a new politics; not politics as 
usual. There were too many slogans; 
“Ships Start Here”, “Better Care Sooner”, 
“Growing the Economy”. If the government 
was really getting results it wouldn’t need 
to advertise to convince the public of their 
effectiveness. 

Second, Dexter appeared to be a one 
man show. When he excluded (the MLA 
and renowned progressive environmental 
activist) Howard Epstein from his cabinet 
it was a sign that he didn’t want to share 
power or entertain different views. 

For those of us on the left in the NDP, it 
was ominous. In my opinion, the most shiny 
star in caucus was the earnest and diligent 
Graham Steele. When he left his post as 
Finance Minister it was another sign. It was 
the beginning of the end.

Third, the NDP government managed 
to alienate every group on the left. If you 
were a peace activist you could hardly 
warm up to growing the economy by build-
ing warships. If you were an environmen-

talist, you had concerns with a government 
that wanted to grow the economy with wind 
farms, mink farms, fish farms, and spread-
ing Halifax’s sewage on regular farms, 
without enough attention being given to the 
down-side of industrializing everything. 

If you were a unionist you were ap-
palled at the treatment of the school teach-
ers and the paramedics, to name only two 
examples. 

If you were in a minority group you had 
concerns. Acadians (a French-speaking 
minority) lost their protected ridings (where 
they constituted the majority). The govern-
ment response to the past abuses at the 
“Home for the Coloured” was one of trying 
to avoid responsibility rather than showing 
human compassion. 

If you were a student or an Occupier 
you felt invisible. If you were a socialist you 
couldn’t understand all the tax dollars being 
given to corporations.

One could argue that in today’s world, 
which is in fact controlled by the corpora-
tions, governments have to make conces-
sions to attract jobs to their jurisdiction. 
However this NDP government took it to 
the extreme, so much so that, ironically, 
the Liberals and Conservatives ran on plat-
forms saying they opposed the practice. Is 
this how we socialists intended to change 
the system? 

The one example of “corporate welfare” 
that took the prize was the Nova Scotia 
NDP government providing a non-repay-
able loan to Jim Irving, the richest person in 
the Maritimes, after he won a three billion 
dollar federal contract to build warships. 
Did he need the “start-up” funds? Would no 
one else lend him money? Would he have 
taken his ship-building facilities out of Hali-
fax, if we didn’t pay up? I don’t think so.

NDP supporters have been alienated. 
This led to a decline in membership renew-
als and a decline in donations. People, like 
myself, who used to ask for renewals and 
donations have stopped asking. I am em-
barrassed. 

After the 2009 election, with the excite-
ment of a new NDP government, I recruited 
three municipal politicians to my local pro-
vincial constituency association’s execu-
tive. Any one of them would have been a 
good NDP candidate with their proven 
electability, but by 2013 they were all gone. 
I don’t blame them. Maybe none of them 
wanted to be an MLA, but they all knew the 
NDP brand would not help them, if they did. 
The candidate that did end up running had 
no NDP background, nor what I would call 
NDP values. 

This was an anomaly. In other provin-
cial ridings the candidate was more likely to 
be a party stalwart, a senior citizen, some-
one who offered to put his name on the bal-
lot to save the party’s face. I hammered in 
a few signs for one of those party stalwarts, 
to help him save face. 

One of the very few senior, and experi-
enced organizers in West Nova told me, “I 
know I am in a dysfunctional marriage, but 
I’m staying in it for the kids”.

I’m not at all sure this has been good 
for the kids.

George Barron lives in Bear River, Nova Scotia, 
and was the NDP federal candidate in West 
Nova constituency in the 2008 and 2011 federal 
elections. He is a member of the NDP Socialist 
Caucus federal steering committee.

Behind the NDP disaster in Nova Scotia
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 The 2nd Annual Welfare Food Chal-
lenge, sponsored by Vancouver’s Raise the 
Rates committee, was held from Wednes-
day, October 16, World Food Day, until 
Wednesday October 23.

People of all ages across BC took the 
Challenge, living for a week on only the 
food they could purchase with $26 dollars. 
This is the money a single able-bodied per-
son on welfare has for food – every week.

The people who took the Challenge 
were all hungry, many lost weight, suffered 
from a lack of nutrients, felt tired, stressed 
and irritable, and not as able to focus as 
usual. All of this after just one week of eat-
ing a welfare diet. Imagine the long-term 
impacts of this diet on people.

A group of dietitians and nutritionists 
took the Challenge and, in spite of all their 
training and skills, none of them managed 
to work out a healthy and filling diet. It is 
impossible to stay healthy on welfare.

Everyone who took the Welfare Food 
Challenge in 2013 spent most of their time 
thinking about food.

“I’m a trained dietitian, but even still it 
was impossible. I couldn’t get enough food 
and nutrients,” stated Melissa Baker. “I 
could feel that my body was suffering after 
just one week.”  

Denise Swanson, an educator, pointed 
out that “I had to chose, with the $26 that 
someone on welfare would have for food 
for a week, either to have nutrients or vol-
ume, I ended up short of 25% of the calo-
ries I need.”

Colleen McGuire, another dietitian and 
co-author of the Cost of Eating report, com-
mented that this was “a real eye-opener. A 
loaf of bread and a jar of peanut butter cost 
nearly a quarter of all the money I had for a 
week’s food.”

As well as almost constant hunger, eat-
ing a welfare diet had many other negative 
impacts. 

Anna Cavouras, Downtown Eastside 
Neighbourhood House, pointed out that, 
“Doing the shopping for food was stress-
ful. I became anxious about the impossible 
choices and was overwhelmed by all the 
things that I couldn’t eat. It felt lonely and 
upsetting.”

People felt isolated. Jenna Drabble, 
a post-grad student, noted that, “poverty 
is socially isolating. So much of social re-
lations and human connections are built 
around food; sharing food is so important.”

Reverend Margaret Marquardt ex-
plained, “I felt isolated as I was unable to 
offer, to be generous to another person,” 
while Baker pointed out that “I felt excluded 
as I had to walk by coffee shops, restau-
rants and food stores because I could not 
afford anything. Having no choice made it 

worse.”
Seth Klein, director of Canadian Centre 

for Policy Alternatives BC said, “I have re-
searched poverty but this, for a week, was 
glimpse of the reality. I lost weight, lacked 
nutrients and was irritable and found it hard 
to focus.”

Everyone agreed when McGuire shared 
that, “the food was bland, repetitive and un-
interesting. In fact, eating ceased to be a 
joy.” 

All were aware that, in contrast to most 
people on welfare, they had proper kitch-
ens, started it in good health and knew it 
ended after a week. Cavouras pointed out 
also that, “I didn’t have to buy toilet paper 
or tampons.” Klein remarked, “The slightest 
thing can destroy the budget of a person on 
welfare. With the best planning in the world 
a small upset becomes a crisis as there is 
no spare money. Getting a cold and need-
ing some medicine or Vitamin C would be 
a disaster. People become ill on this diet.”

Harold Lavender, who lives on disability, 
explained that, “I am on disability because 
I have chronic health issues, so I get a bit 
more than $610 a month. But I have special 
food needs which cost more, so I still don’t 
have enough money. I spend around $40 a 
week on food which is less than dietitians 
recommend for basic health. Food prices 
are going up while welfare has stood still 
so we are worse off. We are 10% worse off 
since the last increase in welfare. Shopping 
is a constant stress and at the end of the 
month I often run out of food and money.”

Klein said, “The government claims that 
people on the $610 are only on it tempo-
rarily as they are looking for work. But why 
make it hard for them to find work as they 
spend so much time looking for food, are 
constantly stressed and undernourished. 
This means it is harder to get a job and it 
can also damage their health. Those on 
disability still live in grim poverty and this is 
often for their lifetime.” 

Baker said that, “My mother was in a 
serious car accident and now she is on dis-
ability. She struggles financially and lives in 
poverty through no fault of her own.”

Marquardt stated that welfare system is 
“punitive” and “traps people in a spiral of 
poverty.” Baker pointed out that, “Children 
need good food for their development and 
the poverty diet can have life-long negative 
impacts.”

Fraser Stuart, living on $610, shared an 
experience. “My friend got cancer and lost 
his job. Eventually all his resources were 
gone and he was evicted from his home. 
Now he is on welfare and lives at Union 
Gospel. He spent an entire day, as he had 
no money, walking as he looked for food. 
He walked to a free breakfast, then for a 

At the end of the 2nd annual Welfare Food Challenge: hunger for change
free haircut, then to a free lunch and then 
headed for a free supper. However, he was 
late so missed that meal. He only got a 
free peanut butter sandwich for supper as 
he walked back near Carnegie. He walked 
about 30 kilometres and spent the entire 
day trying to eat, but still didn’t get enough 
food. He had worked all his life and now is 
on welfare. He wants a job but the doctors 
say he is too ill to work. This is the reality 
of welfare.”

Bill Hopwood, Raise the Rates, summed 
it up with, “Food is a basic health require-
ment; if people’s dietary needs are not met 
they become ill and those with pre-existing 
condition such as diabetes or allergies be-
come worse. This costs the health system 
of BC over $1 billion dollars a year. Wel-
fare should be about giving people a help 
up – and not this system. It is crazy that 
people on welfare do not receive support 
with training.” 

Everyone agreed that BC needs to raise 
welfare rates and bring in a comprehensive 
program to end poverty. BC could afford it 
and it would save money in the long term 
and this would reduce human suffering and 
make BC a much better place.

As well as the physical problems of 
eating a welfare diet, there were social im-
pacts. Food, which is so important to hu-
man relations and culture ceased to be a 
pleasure. The Challenge takers thought 
about food most of the time, but even when 

they ate it was not a joy. Their social life suf-
fered as they didn’t meet people for a cof-
fee or share food. Poverty can increase so-
cial isolation, which is detrimental to mental 
health and finding a job.

Keeping people in welfare in such pov-
erty actually makes it harder for them to get 
a job. They spend a lot of time just to get 
food, and are not in the best of emotional 
and mental states. Think of the impossible 
choice for someone who has a job inter-
view near the end of the welfare month 
when money is run out. Do they try to get 
some food to eat or get a haircut before the 
interview?

People on disability get a bit more mon-
ey but have higher expenses as they have 
a disability. For many on disability this is the 
income for their life. They face a grim future 
of constant poverty.

There is a moral saying, “Do unto oth-
ers as you would have them do unto you”. 
Clearly BC’s politicians do not follow this 
advice, as none of them were willing to live 
on the welfare diet even for one week. Yet 
they do make the 180,000 people on wel-
fare live in poverty.

Above all, please take action to help 
end the poverty of welfare, emphasizes 
Hopwood. 

At least 11% of the population, and over 
15% of children, in BC are food insecure. 
(Household Food Insecurity in Canada, 
2011) 

Cowichan Green Community (CGC) 
is pleased to announce that the Farmers’ 
Market Nutrition and Coupon Program 
wrapped up its final week October 30. 

 Altogether, the program helped to sup-
port 45 low income families and seniors in 
the Cowichan region to gain free access to 
fresh and local food at the Duncan Farm-
ers’ Market. Participants received a book-
let of $15 coupons each week to a total of 
$10,275 over 16 weeks.  

The program is an initiative of the BC 
Farmers’ Market Association and is funded 
by Healthy Families BC. It was the first year 
for the Duncan Farmers’ Market, who par-
ticipated with 33 other markets across the 
province. 

Not only were participants able to ben-
efit from free access to fresh and local pro-
duce, eggs, nuts, herbs, dairy, fish, and 
meat from participating vendors, but it also 
provided the opportunity for participants to 
receive nutritional information and recipes 
on highlighted fruits or vegetables each 
week. 

One senior explained , “The program 
has helped me purchase local fruit and 
vegetables that I otherwise can’t afford on 
my own. There is a real sense of communi-
ty at the market; I enjoy connecting directly 
with the farmers.” 

An expecting mother of two comment-

ed, “I’ve been able to get my kids to try dif-
ferent vegetables. I’ve been freezing meals 
and doing some baking with the eggs I get 
each week. You have to get to the market 
early for eggs!” 

In addition, many of the local vendors 
have noticed the program has brought in 
some new customers, especially young 
families. 

Looking ahead, the Canadian Diabetes 
Association, in partnership with Cowichan 
Green Community, is offering their Food 
Skills for Families program, a series of 
cooking classes for participants from the 
Farmers’ Market Nutrition & Coupon Pro-
gram. Classes started on Saturday, Octo-
ber 26th,, and will take place in CGC’s newly 
renovated community kitchen in the old 
Phoenix building.

For more details on this project, please 
contact Rosalie Sawrie at volunteer@
cowichangreencommunity.org or 250-
748-8506 or visit www.cowichangreen-
community.org/content/farmers-market-
nutrition-coupon-program

Farmers’ Market nutrition and coupon program 
combines cooking class opportunity
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 VANCOUVER -- The BC government 
likes to boast that our province has the low-
est personal and corporate income taxes in 
Canada, but a new report says that’s noth-
ing to be proud of.

 “A decade-plus of tax cuts has left us 
in a budget crunch and failed to deliver 
on promised economic benefits, “ says 
Seth Klein, co-author of the study and 
BC Director of the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives. “In recent years, 
BC’s economic performance, business 
investment and job creation have all been 
fairly average in Canada. What BC’s tax 
policies have delivered, however, is a much 
less fair system. Taxes have been shifted 
from corporations to households, and from 
upper-income households to middle and 
modest-income ones.”

 Among the study’s key findings:
•	 If BC collected today the same 

amount in tax revenues as a share of the 
economy (GDP) as it did in 2000, we would 
have $3.5 billion more in public funds; 
meaning, no deficit, and the ability to invest 
in enhanced or even new public services 
like early learning and childcare programs 
for all children.

•	 If BC collected the same amount 
of personal income tax as the average for 
other provinces, we’d have an additional 
$2.4 billion in revenues. 

The study models a series of possible 
tax reform options that would increase the 
province’s fiscal capacity and spread the 
tax bill more fairly. It focuses primarily on 
personal income taxes, but also consid-
ers changes to property taxes, corporate 
taxes and resource royalties. The options 
presented in the report are not meant to be 
adopted as a whole package, but highlight 
the range of possibilities and the amount of 
new revenues that can be raised.

The modeling shows that if the top 6% 
of British Columbians paid more income 
taxes (via an increase to the current top tax 
bracket and the creation of new brackets 
for income over $150,000 and $200,000), it 
would raise $930 million. This is enough to 
fund, for example, 2,000 units of new social 
housing per year, much-needed increases 
to welfare rates (frozen since 2007) and a 
significant reduction in K-12 class sizes.

 If most other British Columbians paid 
a little more income tax (about the cost of 
a cup of coffee per day), BC could raise up 
to $2.3 billion, and support other priorities 
such as better access to home and 
community care for seniors, and stronger 
environmental protections.

 Other options modeled include:
•	 Continuing $5 annual increases in 

the carbon tax, and expanding the tax to 
capture industries currently excluded (such 
as gas production), would raise $2.2 billion 

Juan de Fuca New Democrats 
extend

Season’s Greetings to all!
Please Support Your Local Food Bank

New president Sharon Wilkinson can reached by email at  
sawilkinson@shaw.ca or by phone at 250-478-5907

By Diane McNally

Until “school choice” and open 
boundary/catchment area policies came 
into effect in the early 2000s when the BC 
Liberal government  changed Sections 2 
and 74.1 of the School Act [the beginning 
of many sudden government decrees 
regarding public education], students were 
expected to attend their neighbourhood 
school.

Currently, the not-fully explained BC 
Education Plan  continues to promote 
increased “flexibility” and “choice”. In 
SD61 Greater Victoria, 15 “Programs of 
Choice” are listed on the District website, 
with one more to come - French Immersion 
at George Jay K-5 Elementary School. 
(This last one will actually enhance 
attendance from the catchment area as 
a significant percentage of students who 
live in the catchment area commute to Sir 
James Douglas for the French Immersion 
program there. )

Board/Authority Authorized (BAA) 
Courses are locally developed courses 
authorized by Boards of Education and 
independent school authorities according 
to requirements set by the Ministry of 
Education.   There is no limit to the number 
of BAA courses a student may use as a 
part of the 28 elective credits required for 
graduation. They just need to get to the 
locations for 155 BAA courses scattered in 
schools across SD61. 

Diane Ravitch, former US Secretary 

of Education and now a widely respected 
writer on public education says in The 
Death and Life of the Great American 
School System, “Neighborhood schools 
are often the anchors of their communities, 
a steady presence that helps to cement the 
bond of community among neighbors.”

She continues, “Going to school is not 
the same as going shopping. Parents should 
not be burdened with locating a suitable 
school for their child. They should be able 
to take their child to the neighborhood 
public school as a matter of course and 
expect that it has well-educated teachers 
and a sound educational program.”

The growing emphasis on “school 
choice” is creating a retail model of public 
education by creating competition amongst 
schools just as any retail operation 
competes for customers. Those schools 
which attract enough “customers” by 
marketing an individualized “brand” so 
as to attract students/parents -- and not 
a small thing, the minimum $6,900 in 
Ministry of Education per-pupil funding 
that comes with each student -- away 
from other schools thrive, and can afford 
“extras” like a vice principal, not always 
assured at small elementary schools, or 
a  Reading Recovery teacher (expensive 
because of the 1:1 individualized and thus 
highly effective instructional design). Three 
hundred students was the magic number 
that funded a teaching vice principal at a 
K-5 school in 2011. Those schools that 
lose “customers” lose the entire per pupil 

Why I voted “No” to Coastal Kindergarten in SD61: The “school choice” movement
funding amount though the school’s 
infrastructure costs remain the same. 
Schools unsuccessful at marketing may 
eventually face closure, after years of split-
grade class restructuring in an effort to stay 
viable.

Middle schools and Secondary Schools 
schedule open houses early in the New 
Year at which they showcase their “brand”, 
the attractions for choosing that school 
over others in the District. Marketization 
and the privatization model get even cosier 
with public schools in the case of sports 
and other specialty “academies” at which 
fees are charged for program participation 
(and for attendance at International 
Baccalaureate courses in Districts that offer 
them). 

As well as the encouragement of 
consumerist culture in regard to a public 
good, there is the issue of inequality of 
access and opportunity: families that have 
the means and the time, and students 
who can afford to drive to programs out of 
the neighbourhood can attend “programs 
of choice”, while others face barriers to 
access.

In the Summer 2012 edition of Education 
Canada, a publication provided to all SD61 

Trustees, the authors of “What Happened 
to the ‘Public’ in Public Education?” state, 
“We have allowed consumerist thinking 
– the more choice the better – to infect 
public policy around education. A moment’s 
reflection reminds us that the corollary of 
consumerism is fragmentation, which is 
very problematic for the transmission of 
shared civic culture. Education is, in any 
event, a generative and productive activity, 
not one of consumption...These special 
interest, alternate programs are exclusive 
in the sense that they are not accessible 
to all. Thus they challenge fundamental 
precepts of public education and ignore 
– and therefore contribute nothing or very 
little – to the achievement of our societal 
aspirations for public education as a 
community builder…we recommend that 
both school boards and departments of 
education take a ‘time out’ from approving 
further alternate programs and schools.”

I’m calling time out.

This article is an excerpt from Diane McNally’s 
Public Education  blog, Lined Paper. 

http://lined-paper.com/2013/10/11/the-record-
off-the-record-ed-policy-oct-713-marketization-
of-public-education-student-trustee/

Change in direction on tax policy needed to escape 
budget crunch, ensure high-income British 
Columbians and corporations pay fair share: study

within four years (twice what it raises to-
day). This could pay for environmental pro-
tection and climate action initiatives, as well 
as for an enhanced carbon credit to make 
the carbon tax fair. The bottom half of BC 
households would be net beneficiaries (re-
ceiving more from the credit than they pay 
in the tax).

•	 Rolling back corporate income tax 
cuts to 2005 levels, reducing overly gener-
ous corporate tax deductions and ensuring 
that BC is getting a fair return from our re-
sources (water and natural gas in particu-
lar) could raise over $1 billion – which can 
pay for green industry investments and the 
establishment of a Heritage Fund for future 
job-retraining for energy workers and alter-
native energy development.  

Today’s study comes on the heels of 
recent opinion research that shows most 
British Columbians are ready to consider 
tax increases. «People are well aware that 
we face a budget crunch,» says co-author 
Iglika Ivanova, economist with the CCPA. 
«They understand that without more reve-
nues, we can’t sustain key services we rely 
on like health care, education — let alone 
address challenges like inequality, poverty, 
climate change, and the affordability crisis 
in housing and childcare.»

 “British Columbians deserve a 
thoughtful and open conversation about 
the need for tax reform,» says Klein. «The 
core questions we need to consider are: 
What programs should we pay for together 
through taxes, and how can we raise the 
money needed in a way that ensures ev-
eryone pays a fair share? We hope this re-
port can help kick-start that conversation.»

 
 Progressive Tax Options for BC: Reform Ideas 
for Raising New Revenues and Enhancing Fair-
ness by Seith Kleine and Sarah Leavitt can be 
downloaded at policyalternatives.ca/bc-tax-op-
tions

Murray J. Ellis
Chartered Accountant

Services to Small Businesses
Bookkeepers available

250-385-1011
1325 Tolmie Avenue
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,   
   By Diane Walsh  

On November 9, 2013, I wrote to @orcasos on twitter and announced the following:  
“I am officially naming my painting toward #Blackfish movement.” 
I had to do something. Back in 2011 I had given my painting the title Orca’s Wave of 

Freedom – seeming to me now, rather serendipitous.  After I saw the documentary Black-
fish on CNN for the first time, I was never the same again. 

Horrified at learning more intimately about the current state of captive whales, I was 
utterly convinced about former SeaWorld trainer and producer Gabriella Cowperthwaite’s 
righteous mission to educate the world about the unethical captivity of whales. 

 Blackfish the movie tells us – and we need to listen – it is wrong to make whales any 
part of a circus performance for children’s pleasure. And wrong to justify keeping whales in 
captivity in the “name of  science education” –when we cannot deny entertainment has be-
come a profitable yet selfish collateral benefit, and this is wrong regardless of our claimed 
admiration of these immensely intelligent animals and regardless of  the whale’s ability to 
perform “for us” as an audience. 

Cowperthwaite’s documentary has garnered the most extraordinary public support in 
the very short period since Blackfish aired on TV on CNN and on BBC 4. It is now a focal 
point in a bigger movement scrutinizing SeaWorld more sharply than it has done previ-
ously.  

Most noticeable have been the responses to Blackfish on social media, today a digital 
movement of the first order.  Occasionally bearing the brunt of grassroots criticism, this 
time CNN is given credit by activists for buying the rights to air Blackfish. CNN even pub-
lished the twitter-hashtag #Blackfish on the TV screen whilst showing to millions an until-
then invisible back story into the death of senior SeaWorld orca trainer Dawn Brancheau 
by Tilikum, a 30-year-old Orca, born in the wild in Iceland and raised in captivity.

Right around this time – on the retail front -- Macy’s took some heat on its Facebook 
page for its now-infamous SeaWorld float. Twitter reports abound with tweets about PETA.
org taking the lead on this and organizing protests against the NYC high-end store. Even 
National Geographic covered the orca-float-protest news. 

“Mattel’s whale trainer Barbie is insidious in encouraging kids towards cetacean 
abuse,” says @orcasos. PETA, peta.org, wrote a letter to Mattel. 

SeaWorldExposed.com is a direct action site which closely monitors the issues. 
These examples give you just an idea of how organized and effective social media 

activism has become. 
If not your cup of tea; that is to say, if you worry about supporting direct-action tactics, 

there is a place for everyone. 
SeaWorldofHurt.com has updates. We can learn a great deal by reading information 

by people who follow the captivity scene.  You don’t all have to jump on the ship. This is not 
said here to pit one group against another by any means; all activism matters and makes 
a tremendously valuable contribution, each in their own way.  There is a role for anyone 
interested in whale well-being. Be it foundational work or social-media newsfeed duties on 
the issues at stake.  That’s where I came in!

@blackfishgirl points us to a “great interview with SeaWorld trainer Kim Ashdown” at 
www.cetaceainspiration.wordpress.com.

She’s last in this piece on Blackfish but, by no means is she least. Quite the contrary. 
Lower Island News has been able to catch up with @blackfishgirl on twitter and her name 
is Katrin Clough, a marine biologist from New Quay, Wales. She brings an enormous 
wealth of information to the table including foundation work as it relates to sea mammals 
watch.  She’s a must follow on twitter and was one of the first tweeps to acknowledge my 
painting. 

So, please join with me and listen carefully. Her comments will encapsulate for you an 
honest picture, and will hopefully motivate you to become involved in the Blackfish move-
ment.

“Blackfish has definitely made an impact. I have been engaged in the captivity debate 
for years and while some events such as attacks and deaths, both human and cetacean, 
brought the issue into the spotlight for brief moments, it never had this sort of reach. I think 
a big part of Blackfish’s success comes from the courageous trainers that have come for-
ward to share their stories. It’s easy to brush off the opinion of activists by telling yourself 
they don’t know what they are talking about but these trainers worked at SeaWorld, admit 
they loved it at the time but have realized that it was wrong. There is not much you 
can say about that,” says Clough.

“Blackfish reached an unprecedented number of people, amplified through the ad-
vent of social media. Not only can you directly interact and question the people involved, 
people have a platform to communicate instantly with thousands of people and share their 
opinion, and in the case of celebrities, this can be a very powerful influence. A remarkable 
amount of celebrities have come forward to support Blackfish, which immediately seems 
to make it a more mainstream and less ‘extreme’ point of view”

Clough concludes, “Before Blackfish, anti-captivity activists were often classed as ex-
tremists who wanted to close down all zoos and aquaria and set the animals free, which 
-- at least for me -- is not the case. I do not participate myself in direct-action, I even go 
to zoos and aquariums – as long as they have high animal welfare standards and make 
a real contribution to conservation. Unfortunately SeaWorld fails on both those accounts, 
at least in regards to cetaceans and luckily more and more people are starting to realize 
that.”

 
Blackfish -- Official Trailer (HD) Documentary, Orca: http://youtube/8OEjYquyjcg

www

Orca’s Wave of Freedom, a painting done by Diane Walsh in 2011, can be viewed in 
colour at www.tiddle-tadddle.wordpress.com.

          Photo by @dwalshmedia painting,

Whales dancing the Macarena – It does have to be this way! 

Sanctuary is possible for the captive whale

Blackfish is one of those rare 
documentaries that has the power 
to effect social change. In only 
a few months, this eye-opening 
film has inspired a rapidly growing 
movement that’s demanding more 
humane conditions for captive 
orcas...beyond being convenient-
ly kept in tiny, barren tanks for their 
entertainment value only. 

-- Lindie O’Brien, Ontario, CA
    Twitter, @orcasos 
 

Watch, Blackfish - 
Official Trailer Documentary, Orca: 
http://youtube/80EjYquyjcg

Of note, a blogger at www.timzim-
mermann.com, described the contro-
versy to his readers saying that Macy’s 
float plans, for its Thanksgiving parade, 
were hit by “Blackfish backlash” and 
the wrath of the “orca-defending activist 
community”. 

Citing a Buzzfeed article, we learn 
from Zimmermann that initially analysts 
at JP Morgan misread the potential dam-
age the Blackfish documentary could or 
would do (at that point, Blackfish having 
only premiered at Sundance Festival in 
January of this year. 

Did SeaWorld shrug it off it, when it 
did not hear any loud noises from Wall 
Street analysts? Because, when CNN 
aired it on October 24, it was a very dif-
ferent story indeed. 

We’re told 67,673 tweets were seen 
by 7.3 million people.  One bloody and 

gruesome story it was, at that – the official script of SeaWorld is challenged henceforth. 
The full-on exposé of the hidden story of its whale, Tilikum, who killed a veteran trainer in 
2010, comes to light. 

Twitter and Facebook have served a utility in proliferating key articles and blog posts 
tracking what’s happened since Blackfish appeared on TV.  

According to www.marinelandindepth.com, that tracks and discusses issues and news 
about MarineLand Canada, which holds a captive marine mammal in Niagara Falls, On-
tario; the popular music band Barenaked Ladies was asked to cancel a SeaWorld per-
formance. It goes on to say that BNL were confronted by a petition on change.org which 
BNL fan Mike Garrett reportedly, began. BNL drummer Tyler Stewart, responds, on twitter: 
“Like you, we’ve seen the movie and were affected. We’re currently looking at options at 
how to proceed”. 

Blackfish-filmmaker Cowperthwaite’s thoughts about why she decided to expose Sea-
World’s orca abuse in its darkest light have been recorded on various websites. Cowperth-
waite tries to demonstrate (and many viewers feel she has done), it is unethical to keep 
whales captive because orcas are social and intellectual animals, and can live up to 100 
years in the wild. Not as an animal activist, she writes on cnn.com,, “but as a mother who 
had just taken her kids to SeaWorld, and as a documentary filmmaker who unfortunately 
can’t let sleeping dogs lie.”

Highlighting the need for a modern-culture rejection of the desire-to-watch “silly marine 
party tricks”, she advocates for captive killer whales “to be retired into sea sanctuaries” to 
be able to live in a dignified way. In order “..to evolve us out of animals-for-entertainment” 
she explains to www.hngn.com. She further states that we can’t just throw these whales 
back into the open sea, “free them” as it were, just like that. Captive whales have never 
hunted at sea, having been in captivity; and their teeth may be damaged, worn down or 
even broken from years of stress and knocking on metal cages. In addition, their immune 
system may be compromised due to long-term use of antibiotics on them. 

Conversely, argues Cowperthwaite whales could be placed in a sea sanctuary, where 
a large ocean area could be cordoned off.  Needless to say, scientists would monitor their 
health, even feed them if necessary. The public could play a vital role and serve a benefit 
to the currently captive whales in the newly-formed sea-sanctuary concept. Her solution 
is: urge SeaWorld to transfer over to creating sea sanctuaries. Doubtless SeaWorld 
could still make a profit as the public is sincerely taught real science education.

Other concerned and well-meaning people are also speaking out in media arena. Lori 
Marino, neuroscientist, is quoted on twitter by @orcasos saying: “All whales in captivity 
have a bad life. They’re all emotionally destroyed, they’re all psychologically traumatized. 
So they are all ticking time bombs. It’s not just Tilikum.”

We learn as we study the literature more closely that those whales in captivity have a 
shorter life span. Sperm has been taken from Tilikum for breeding purposes, endlessly; 
now he is but a breeder-tool and an in-situ swimming exhibit in cramped quarters, no lon-
ger “used” in shows since the incident(s). 

Virtually all male whales in captivity have a collapsed dorsal fin unlike only 1 to 5 % in 
male orcas in the wild. By any reasonable caring standard, captivity conditions are small 
in comparison to the open ocean where whales swim hundreds upon hundred of miles 
every day.

And there’s to more to it. Beyond retail stores endorsing whale-captivity through pro-
moting the float’s status quo image of captivity, activists are continuing to diligently iden-
tify and single out other key corporate “vehicles” that have been shown to influence this 
“whale-captivity-acceptability” mindset in the cultural market place. Enter Mattel. SeaWorld, as seen from the air by photographer Sandy McElhaney.
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By Stewart Phillip and Ben Parfitt

 Ten years ago, the provincial 
government made the welcome decision 
to provide greater opportunities for First 
Nations to participate in and benefit from 
forestry operations in British Columbia.

The result was a flurry of new resource 
and revenue sharing agreements between 
the government and numerous First Na-
tions that underscored the government’s 
commitment to enter a “new relationship” 
with the province’s first peoples.

There was a fundamental flaw with 
the agreements, however, one that is now 
painfully obvious as today’s government 
contemplates controversial new rules that 
could allow a handful of companies to fur-
ther entrench their monopoly control of our 
forestlands.

The flaw was that the agreements were 
of only short duration (five years) and failed 
to provide secure rights of access to de-
fined areas of forestland for First Nations to 
manage as their own.

Complicating matters, the short-term, 
non-replaceable licences typically covered 
tracts of trees killed by mountain pine bee-
tles. What the government clearly intended 
was to marshal First Nations in a concerted 
“salvage” logging effort in response to the 
beetle-kill — something everyone knew 
could not be sustained.

To underscore the vulnerable position 

Proposed forest policy leaves First Nations bereft
that First Nations now find themselves in, 
let’s turn to the contentious proposal now 
emanating from the provincial government. 
The government wants to expand the cur-
rent network of Tree Farm Licences (TFLs). 
These licences carry by far the greatest fi-
nancial value in the marketplace because 
they grant TFL holders exclusive rights to 
manage defined areas of forest over many, 
many years.

Of somewhat less financial value, but 
nonetheless still coveted, are replaceable 
forest licences. These licences are differ-
ent from TFLs in that they confer rights 
to log defined numbers of trees over very 
large landmasses known as Timber Sup-
ply Areas (TSAs). In TSAs, numerous for-
est licensees may operate. Over time, this 
has resulted in gentlemen’s agreements of 
sorts where one forest licence holder sticks 
to a particular corner of a TSA while others 
operate elsewhere.

What the government now proposes 
is that the holders of replaceable forest 
licences be allowed to roll them over into 
TFLs. The government contends this will 
result in improved forest management (pro-
ponents claim that area-based licences 
provide greater security, which allows for 
increased investments in forest manage-
ment, although there is scant proof of this). 
But the great danger is that it will deepen 
existing inequalities. The privileged will 
reap the windfalls while the underprivileged 

do without once again.
Here’s how.
Currently, First Nations can log roughly 

8.3 million cubic metres of trees per year. 
But the vast majority of that cut — 70 per-
cent — occurs under non-replaceable li-
cences in forests that are running out of 
trees. Meaning, more than two thirds of 
what First Nations have is virtually worth-
less. It can’t be converted because the tim-
ber, quite frankly, isn’t there.

Individual First Nations do hold a few 
TFLs, and many smaller forest tenures that 
might be called “mini TFLs” — small wood-
lots and community forest tenures — and 
they are grateful for them. But under the 
proposed government “rollover” policy, First 
Nations only have about 1.2 million cubic 
metres of licensed cut that could conceiv-
ably be rolled into TFLs.

By comparison, what do the five largest 
forest companies operating in BC stand to 
gain under the government’s proposed roll-
over legislation?

Between them, Canadian Forest Prod-
ucts, West Fraser Timber, International For-
est Products, Tolko Industries and Western 
Forest Products control the bulk of what is 
logged each year in BC. This includes 80 
percent of all logging done under TFLs. And 
because of the vast number of replaceable 
forest licences that those same companies 
hold (they have 19 times more replaceable 
forest licence volume than do First Nations) 

they could effectively triple their TFL hold-
ings in the province, while First Nations, 
rural communities, small value-added mill 
owners and others do without.

Allowing a massive conversion of for-
estlands that further solidifies the hold 
that the shareholders of a privileged few 
companies have on Crown lands that are 
claimed by First Nations is a policy fraught 
with peril. 

It undercuts efforts to reach fair and just 
settlements with First Nations while unnec-
essarily saddling provincial taxpayers with 
potentially huge compensation payouts to 
those same companies down the road, in 
the event that lands turned over to them as 
TFLs are subsequently needed to resolve 
outstanding aboriginal rights and title cas-
es.

It’s time to roll the proposed rollover 
policy into the ditch and have a long over-
due, wide-ranging discussion about how 
we chart a new, inclusive course in British 
Columbia, where the forests we share in 
common are truly shared. 

Anything less betrays the public trust 
and is a giant step back from an as yet un-
fulfilled new relationship.

Grand Chief Stewart Phillip is president of the 
Union of BC Indian Chiefs. Ben Parfitt is a 
resource policy analyst with the CCPA-BC. and 
author of True Partners: Charting a New Deal 
for BC, First Nations and the Forests We Share

By Marc Lee

 When delegates attended Metro 
Vancouver›s October Zero Waste confer-
ence, they heard from innovators and big 
thinkers about how to radically redesign 
waste out of our economy. Ideas were pre-
sented to aggressively re-use, repair and 
maintain what we consume, and for com-
posting and recycling to keep all materials 
flowing in a “closed loop”.

The topic of zero waste is full of exciting 
ideas for rethinking and reducing our eco-
logical footprint. Unfortunately, Metro Van-
couver is not walking its zero waste talk. 
While Metro has issued a Zero Waste Chal-
lenge, has a Zero Waste committee, and is 
launching a National Zero Waste Council, 
in practice the region is planning to burn a 
substantial share of its garbage.

At last year’s Zero Waste conference, 
Metro Vancouver’s contradictory push for 
new incineration capacity was simply ig-
nored. Metro already has one incinerator 
in Burnaby, which handles more than one-
quarter of the waste disposed in the region. 
Its proposed second facility would more 
than double incineration to 650,000 tonnes 
of garbage per year.

There are three major ways to divert 
waste from landfills. One is to reduce the 

Metro Vancouver needs to walk its “zero waste” talk
consumption of disposable products and 
materials, so we throw away less stuff in the 
first place. Another is to increase recycling 
and composting. Region-wide composting 
by 2015 is a great example of a step in the 
right direction.

Incineration is the third means of divert-
ing waste from landfills, and the least desir-
able. Burning garbage does not make waste 
go away; it merely transforms it. Some 
goes into the air as particulate, including 
toxic compounds (dioxins and furans), as 
well as greenhouse gases (carbon diox-
ide and nitrous oxide). The rest becomes 
ash residue, which can be anywhere from 
22-45% of the original tonnage of waste 
burned. Samples of ash from Metro’s exist-
ing incinerator have repeatedly been found 
with high levels of toxic cadmium.

So the much-hyped “zero” is nowhere 
to be found in this waste management 
plan. Metro would still need to landfill about 
200,000 tonnes of potentially toxic ash resi-
due.

Incineration has been rebranded as 
“waste-to-energy” because heat and elec-
tricity can be generated in the process of 
burning garbage. While it is true that some 
energy can be captured, incineration is 
wasteful of the much larger amounts of 
energy used in extracting, processing and 

transporting those materials to market in 
the first place. This is highly inefficient from 
the perspective of resource use.

Moreover, by entering into a long-term 
contract with a private operator, Metro Van-
couver essentially has to guarantee a feed-
stock to keep the facility running for a few 
decades. Metro’s recent ruling to prevent 
waste haulers from taking the city’s gar-
bage out to the Fraser Valley, where dis-
posal fees are much lower, is part of this 
storyline. Metro Vancouver is taking steps 
to ensure the supply for its new incinerator.

Better that Metro heeds the advice of 
its keynote speakers at the October confer-
ence, and be open to a new conversation 
that truly embraces zero waste. A true zero 
waste approach would push for re-usable 
packaging and containers, then recycling 
them after multiple uses (beer bottles are 
the best example of this). Redesigning 
products and systems not only reduces gar-
bage, it also creates green jobs. Imagine 
food courts that re-use real plates and cut-
lery, extended warranties on smart phones 
so they can be repaired, and expansion of 
“collaborative consumption” business mod-
els (e.g. the car co-op or the tool library).

Many of these types of systemic solu-
tions are beyond what Metro Vancouver 
can do on its own. This is where the pro-

vincial government must step in. The BC 
government’s plan to have big companies 
take over municipal recycling programs has 
rightly met with opposition from local gov-
ernments (who sell recycled materials they 
collect) and workers (whose jobs may be 
cut or down-waged).

Instead, BC should support effective 
collection systems, and ensure that local 
markets are created for the recycled mate-
rials we collect. Minimum recycled content 
requirements would keep materials in BC 
rather than having them sold like any other 
commodity on the world market. Stunning-
ly, BC currently exports the aluminum cans 
and newsprint we all recycle – and with 
those materials, re-manufacturing jobs that 
could and should stay in BC.

Zero waste is an idea whose time has 
come as we all grapple with a wasteful 
consumer society. But we need local and 
provincial governments to embrace poli-
cies that get us to zero waste, not just the 
words.

Marc Lee is a Senior Economist with the Canadi-
an Centre for Policy Alternatives and a co-author 
of Closing the Loop: Reducing Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions and Creating Green Jobs through 
Zero Waste in BC, available at http://www.policy-
alternatives.ca/publications/reports/closing-loop.

 

 

By Ron Duffy
If I were to propose Lucifer as the Patron 

of Socialism or maybe of the Trade Union 
movement, what an outcry that would raise. 
Wringing of hands, ringing cries of opposi-
tion. “No, no, never! Lucifer is Satan, the 
Devil, Beelzebub”, whatever name you 
choose to denote the Prince of Darkness, 
the enemy of God, the Lord of Hades.

But all of you who would oppose such 
a proposal would be wrong. Lucifer is not 
the profoundly evil adversary of God and 
humanity. “O Lucifer, son of the morning!” 
Does that sound like the common idea of 
Lucifer? It doesn’t, does it? That one and 
only reference to Lucifer in the Bible—Isa-
iah 14:12—is a reference not to Satan but 
to Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylonia. No-
where in the Bible are we told that Lucifer is 
another name for Satan. 

You see, “Lucifer” literally means “the 
bringer of light”, from Latin lux, meaning 
“light”, and ferre “bring”, as in transfer, in-
fer, etc. In Middle English Lucifer is “the 
morning star”, that is, Venus, or “the shin-
ing one”.

“Lucifer” is the King James Version’s 
rendering of the Hebrew word heylel. This 

word occurs only once in the Hebrew Bible 
and according to Strong’s Concordance it 
means “shining one, morning star, Lucifer”. 
The Latin Vulgate  translates heylel. as 
an adjective, “light-bringing”. In Greek the 
Hebrew word is rendered as heōsphoros, 
literally “bringer of dawn”, as a name for 
the morning star. In the Christian Church, 
according to Harper’s Bible Dictionary, the 
passage from Isaiah came to be connected 
with Jesus saying in Luke 10:18: “I saw 
Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” Thus 
the connection was made (erroneously) be-
tween Lucifer, he who fell from heaven, and 
Satan, and as a result Lucifer was popularly 
understood—or rather misunderstood— as 
another name for Satan.

The ancients of the human race, who 
in many ways were closer to the source of 
true knowledge than we are, worshipped 
the morning star as a god, as a creator. 
Light, after all, is the symbol of creation. 
Without light there is only darkness. Noth-
ingness. Eternal night. Fiat lux, remember. 
Let there be light.

In Milton’s Paradise Lost Lucifer em-
ploys his rhetorical skill to organize his 
followers. A typical trades union leader. 

It could be argued that he was leading a 
rebellion against the tyranny of God, the 
Universal Dictator, whose orders must be 
obeyed on pain of eternal damnation. ‘Thou 
shalt not have any other gods besides me.’ 
Those who disobeyed God or stood in the 
way of his plans for his own chosen people 
or for world domination, he slaughtered in-
discriminately with plague and pestilence, 
fire and brimstone, burning winds and 
drowning floods. This God of the Bible bru-
tally butchered innocent men, women, chil-
dren, newborn babies, even whole armies, 
and destroyed cities. “For I the Lord thy 
God am a jealous God, punishing the iniq-
uities of the fathers upon the children to the 
third and fourth generations of those that 
hate me.”

In my interpretation, Lucifer stood defi-
ant and determined against God, the evil 
tyrant. I see Lucifer’s light (as in “Bringer of 
Light”) as showing the way to freedom not 
just for the disaffected angels in Heaven, 
but for Earth’s fallen angels: the downtrod-
den, abused and oppressed peoples of the 
world today: the exploited poor of the “de-
veloping” nations of Africa, Asia, and Latin 
America; the aboriginals of the world who 

have lost everything; the workers in “de-
veloped” countries who struggle to make 
a daily living in the face of greedy, money-
hoarding employers like Walmart or Mac-
Donald’s or the ultra-Right-wing market 
manipulations of multi-billionaires like the 
Koch brothers or the big banks.

Is this not the role of Socialism and the 
Trade Unions? To shed light on the evils 
of today’s wealth-dominated world? To or-
ganize the workers and lead the fight for 
greater social equality? 

The people of the world must be made 
to see that they have been as mistaken 
about Socialism and Trade Unionism as 
they have about Lucifer.

“Lucifer the Lightbearer” was an indi-
vidualist-anarchist journal published in the 
late 19th and early 20th centuries by Moses 
Harman, an American schoolteacher and 
publisher notable for his staunch support 
for women’s rights. The name was chosen 
because “Lucifer, the ancient name of the 
Morning Star, now called Venus, seems to 
us unsurpassed as a cognomen for a jour-
nal whose mission is to bring light to the 
dwellers in darkness.”

Let’s hear it for Lucifer
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By Bo Filter
The war broke out almost immediately 

– the warriors versus an evolving peace 
president. Since the 1940s, militants at the 
Pentagon and CIA were used to getting 
their way. When John F. Kennedy came to 
the presidency, General Dwight D. Eisen-
hower had just left the White House, hav-
ing signed the US economy over to what 
he dubbed in his farewell speech the Mili-
tary Industrial Complex (MIC). Basically, 
it’s the same kind of government Germany 
and Italy had at the outset of World War II, 
what Mussolini himself called corporatism, 
though it was dubbed fascism in Italy. The 
economy of our utter enemies had come to 
America without firing a shot. Eisenhower 
implicitly apologized for doing so, while 
warning the American people to keep vigi-
lant and never let the military gain exces-
sive influence because the past has proven 
this to be a fatal mistake to fledgling popu-
lisms like America’s republic.

At first the new President Kennedy 
went along with military insiders’ escalation 
of tensions in Viet Nam, not understanding 
the machinations unfolding. Creating a war 
in Viet Nam represented tremendous prof-
its for the MIC. As Kennedy grew in under-
standing of the surrounding circumstances, 
he decided it was a conflict that the people 
of Viet Nam should settle. So, in National 
Security Action Memorandum 263, October 
11, 1963 we see that he has adopted the 
parts of the McNamara-Taylor Report, spe-
cifically section I B [1-3], which brings home 
1000 troops by year’s end and implements 
a strategy to transfer the US military’s mis-
sion in Vietnam to the government of South 
Vietnam by the end of 1965. Ending US in-
volvement in Viet Nam was not an option. 
Losing profits was not an option. Kennedy 
had to go. 

Problems with the MIC had begun 
early in JFK’s presidency. The Central In-
telligence Agency had pre-arranged a war 
on Cuba in such a way as to trap the new 
president into going along with it. Kennedy 
hesitated. He didn’t want to go head long 
into a war he had not had time enough to 
assess. Kennedy was reluctant to provide 
air cover, but finally gave approval, stipulat-
ing that he would not be forced again into a 
war of someone else’s choosing.

The Bay of Pigs invasion on Cuba was 
to be launched on April 17, 1961, but in the 
wee hours before the attack, Allen Dulles, 
CIA director secretly ordered the air cov-
er to be called off. Dulles had planned to 
smear JFK’s political career. When the at-
tack failed, Kennedy was vilified across the 
American press as a weak inexperienced 
president soft on communism. Sensing be-
trayal, Kennedy wanted answers. Dulles 
couldn’t be reached. In direct charge of 
the invasion, Dulles instead flew to South 
America on vacation. Kennedy was furious. 
He had been set up to be defaced before 
the nation. 

The president struck back. He issued 
National Security Action Memorandum 55, 
directing the chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to block all clandestine operations 
by the CIA, and that any further plans of 
the CIA must first come to the president. 
The CIA refused to take orders. Kennedy 
decided to tell the American public that a 
coup on the United State government was 
unfolding.

JFK delivered his message through a 
trusted member of the press, namely Ar-
thur Krock at the New York Times. Krock 
stated in his editorial on October 3, 1963 
that “the CIA’s growth was…likened to a 
malignancy which the very high official was 
not sure even the Whitehouse could con-
trol any longer. If the United States ever 
experiences an attempt at a coup to over-
throw the Government, it will come from the 
CIA.” This was JFK talking to the American 
people. Remember that the Warren Com-
mission adamantly refused to investigate 
Krock-JFK finger pointing directly at the 
CIA. Why?  Because Allen Dulles created 
the Warren Commission through the new 
President Lyndon Johnson. Dulles made 
sure the commission was stacked with 
“friends” of the CIA to make sure the killing 
was blamed on a lone nut and not him.

So how did this turmoil end in Dallas? 
After the Bay of Pigs, Kennedy set up a 
committee to investigate its failure. By early 
1962 the president fired the top three bun-
glers: CIA Director Allen Dulles, CIA Deputy 
Director Charles Cabell, and Deputy Direc-
tor for Plans Richard Bissell. They would 
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WHO KILLED THE PRESIDENT?  Ask JFK himself

Picture of President John F. Kennedy in the limousine in Dallas, Texas, on Main 
Street, minutes before the assassination (taken from  Wikipedia)

and deputy constable Seymour Weitzman, 
an expert on weapons. Lt. Day briefly in-
spected the rifle and handed it to Capt. 
Fritz who asked if anyone knew what kind 
of rifle it was. Weitzman said it looks like a 
Mauser. Upon close inspection, they could 
see “7.65 Mauser” stamped clearly on the 
barrel. Capt. They all looked and agreed it 
was a Mauser.5 

Curiously, three bullets were found that 
belonged to an Italian rifle, instead of a 
German Mauser. These bullets were found 
carefully lined up in a row an inch apart, 
as if to prepare the public for a murder 
story claiming just three bullets were used. 
Someone had placed Italian bullets there to 
associate them with Oswald’s Italian rifle. A 
rifle needed to be found to reveal a snipers 
den. If bullets were found, the case could 
be open and closed quickly before a crimi-
nal investigation could set in and blow the 
case open. The connections between rifles 
and shell casings had no evidentiary trail. 
This critical fact would have to be covered 
up in the damage control aftermath of the 
operation. Moreover, placing a highly vis-
ible person with a rifle in a 6th floor window 

strike back. Kennedy declared he wanted 
“to splinter the CIA in a thousand pieces 
and scatter it to the winds.”1 Charles Ca-
bell’s close brother Earle was the mayor of 
Dallas when Kennedy was killed. Earle par-
ticipated in changing Kennedy’s motorcade 
route just before the president came to Dal-
las to pass by the grassy knoll and the book 
depository. 

This route was blatantly in violation of 
all travel safety rules for the president. The 
motorcade was originally scheduled to go 
down Stemmons Freeway at 40 mph., safe 
from any ambush. This rerouting was criti-
cal to setting the stage for ambush around 
a too slow sharp and therefore illegal turn, 
making the president a slow moving target. 
Equally critical was the fact that the redi-
rection put the president near to Oswald, 
and pinning the crime on Oswald would be-
come much more plausible.

Allen Dulles was steeped in a history 
of clandestine (illegal) operations going 
back to the Office of Strategic Services in 
World War II. Once out of the top position 
at the CIA, he still conducted illegal covert 
or black operations globally. Above govern-
ment in terms of political power, Dulles was 
positioned to signal the boss of Colonel L. 
Fletcher Prouty to send Prouty to the South 
Pole during the assassination period. Why?  
Because Prouty was the top coordinator for 
protection of the president at the Penta-
gon when the president travelled to cities 
like Dallas.2 No one else was assigned his 
place. Protective cover was being stripped 
away. Kennedy was being prepared for am-
bush. 

Secret Service agent Emory P. Roberts 
served as the commander of the secret 
service agents in the follow-up car. Just 
before turning on to Elm Street where Ken-
nedy was shot, agent Roberts rose from his 
seat and, using his voice and several hand 
gestures, forced agent Henry J. Rybka to 
fall back from the rear area of JFK’s lim-
ousine, causing a perplexed Rybka to stop 
and raise his arms several times in dismay 
and disgust. You can watch it on film.3 Now 
Kennedy was naked without any veil of pro-
tection, a wide open target to his assailants. 

With federal agents out of the way, all 
that was left to protect Kennedy was the 
Dallas police, but minutes before the mo-
torcade arrived, the Dallas Sheriff called in 
all the police and instructed them to in no 
way interfere with or assist in the protec-
tion of the president. Deputy Sheriff Roger 
Craig was among the police and sheriffs 
ordered to stand down. 

Craig was in front of the sheriff’s office 
when the first reports rang out. Craig imme-
diately charged around the corner onto Elm 
to see a motorcade motorcycle policeman 
charge up the grassy knoll. Craig followed 
him, assuming he saw someone shoot from 
there. Craig questioned several people be-
hind the fence and they all said bullets had 
been fired from behind the fence. Dozens 
of other people ran up the knoll in pursuit 
as well, having heard rifle fire and seen gun 
smoke rise above the picket fence. Those 
interviewed spoke as well of the smell of 
gun powder on the grassy knoll. A military 
man watching the motorcade in front of the 
picket fence on the grassy knoll immediate-
ly fell to the ground when a bullet wisped 
by his ear. He believed he was about to die 
in the line of fire as he heard more bullets 
whistle over him. This author stood behind 
the picket fence three years ago. The per-
fect position for a sniper is right where the 
two picket fences join together.

A 45 caliber slug among bits of brain 
matter was found across the street from the 
picket fence by Craig’s fellow officer E. R. 
(Buddy) Walthers. Walthers discussed find-
ing it with Craig that evening November 22. 
Walther also gave a statement to the Dal-
las Press confirming his find. However, he 
later denied finding it—after Sheriff Decker 
had a long talk with him and subsequent 
to newsmen questioning the Sheriff about 
the evidence.4 Decker had a lot to cover 
up. To appreciate the scene fully, read Jim 
Garrison’s riveting book: On the Trail of the 
Assassins.

Back at the murder scene, Deputy 
Sheriff Craig, who incidentally was named 
officer of the year in 1960, was ordered to 
go and investigate the Texas School Book 
Depository building. There he met Deputy 
Eugene Boone who first spotted a rifle near 
the stairwell on the 6th floor. They were im-
mediately joined by police Lt. Day from the 
identification bureau, Homicide Capt. Fritz, 

would be a critical feature in casting Oswald 
in a patsy role of the person in the window.

One can imagine that a real assassin 
would leave his Mauser behind to avoid 
suspicion on the run. As well, Mauser shell 
casings would have been found randomly 
on the floor as they flew out randomly dur-
ing the reloading moments of a bolt action 
rifle. No Mauser bullets were found. More 
incriminating to a conspiracy, the Mauser 
disappeared. We are told to believe that 
the Dallas Police Department or the Sher-
iff‘s Office lost it. Adding to justified suspi-
cion, all the attending officers except Craig 
changed their testimony of finding a Maus-
er under pressure. Now they identifying an 
Italian rifle, what the Warren Commission 
wanted the world to accept. Who had the 
power to force this square peg into a round 
hole? Tragically, for refusing to lie by chang-
ing his testimony like the others, Deputy 
Craig paid with his life.6 Killing witnesses 
is common in such high stakes crimes. 
Read Jim Marrs book: Crossfire, wherein, 
he identifies some 150 people who knew 
something important about JFK’s assas-
             Please turn to Kennedy, page 20
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sination and who then died over a period 
of the next few years under suspicious cir-
cumstances. Craig was just one of them.

A statistician applied factor analysis to 
see if these numbers were significant to the 
murder or likely a matter of coincidence. Af-
ter crunching the numbers, he found that 
all these deaths had a chance of one in 
over 13 trillion of being a coincidence. In 
other words, these people died because 
they had evidence of a conspiracy to kill 
the president. They were silenced. Others 
were threatened by the FBI to keep their 
mouths shut. They did, and several of them 
are still alive.

Today, November 22, 2013, on the 50th 
anniversary of Kennedy’s death the mass 
media is absolutely relentless in shoring up 
their lone-nut Oswald theory. For 50 years 
it has remained a theory. A genuine foren-
sic investigation was blocked and replaced 
with a commission staffed by the primary 
suspects in the murder. Investigations are 
required to move theory to indictment to 
court to proof to conviction. Lee Harvey 
Oswald was not convicted of killing Ken-
nedy in any legal court, but he has been 
convicted for 50 years by the media alone, 
a media that is controlled by a supra-mil-
itarized elite working behind the scenes. 
This super power elite has taken control of 
popular commercial media in violation of 
Constitutional freedom of the press.7

Such a militarized commercial media 
might be dubbed McMedia. McMedia has 
one job, which is to sell their product to the 
exclusion of all others– a lone nut Oswald 
theory – but also simultaneously to blem-
ish all factual evidence as poor competing 
products of conspiracy theories. Facts that 
keep coming to light are relegated to con-
spiracy theories by McMedia, which is why 
talk show hosts tell us now that conspiracy 
theories will always keeping coming up, so 
just ignore them. True, facts do keep com-
ing up, and certainly they should not be 
ignored. Remain aware of McMedia mak-
ing up new ridiculous conspiracy theories 
to be painted in with the honest ones, the 
ones that stand to topple McMedia and its 
masters.

McMedia is coached by the Department 
of Psychological Warfare in the Pentagon. 
In the existing U.S. military state, the media 
is assumed under military control in order 
to sell the Oswald theory, while censor-
ing all others. As such, McMedia is wholly 
discredited as a news source but instead 
a pure deception propaganda mechanism 
for the Pentagon’s global warmongering, 
the most lucrative business on the planet.

This 50 year anniversary of the cover 
up of the JFK assassination defines the fail-
ure of American democracy. For 50 years 
America’s militarized media has commer-
cialized like soap their lone nut theory at 
the expense of censoring an encyclopedic 
amount of prima facie evidence. McMedia 
brings out facts only when they want to 
try and debunk the facts, turn them into a 
mistake or invention. Sometimes McMedia 
engages reverse engineering, starting with 
the desired conclusion then working their 
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way back making up facts or distorting real 
facts and cherry picking any information 
that makes their case plausible and spins 
an illusion of truth. 

In fact, reverse engineering has be-
come a trademark of government cover 
ups  a make believe science world. Popu-
lar science shows themselves are often 
conscripted into serving McMedia. For ex-
ample, NOVA has been used on several 
occasions for this practice. On this 50th an-
niversary, like in earlier shows, the shows 
producers gloss over several presump-
tions, hoping to trick the public into a fore-
gone conclusion. 

For instance, the magic bullet can in-
flict seven wounds because the bodies 
in the car were magically in perfect align-
ment. Buying this line is like buying unseen 
swampland in a real estate adventure. Yet, 
this is the exact presumption McMedia 
wants a presumably gullible public to ac-
cept. We hear the never ending story of 
“new scientific evidence” that proves their 
magic bullet theory. 

This time the magic bullet allegedly 
came out in pristine condition because in 
their scientific experiment they shot a full 
metal bullet into soft wood with little notice-
able effect. Was this a specially-hardened 
bullet for the test or was the soft wood not 
much more of a challenge than shooting 
a bullet into water and seeing the same 
pristine outcome. Was the bullet that magi-
cally appeared on the Parkland Hospital 
stretcher that same alleged magic bullet? 
There is no evidentiary chain of evidence 
whatsoever that links the stretcher magic 
bullet to either of the two rifles they found, 
nor further linked to Oswald in any way.

No criminal investigation followed as 
prescribed by law, only a mock trial by the 
Warren Commission whose main character 
was a prime suspect in ordering the killing 
of JFK.

The only trial was the McMedia witch 
hunt of Oswald. We are supposed to call 
America civilized because it has supposed-
ly abandoned witch hunting for modern civil 
legal procedures. Sorry, McMedia might as 
be called the bureau for witch hunts. Sirhan 
Sirhan, alleged killer of Robert Kennedy 
and James Earl Ray, alleged killer of Mar-
tin Luther King, and Osama bin Laden first 
come to mind. 

McMedia has also created a lone nut re-
ligion. Anyone who does not attend to their 
lone nut church commandments is a her-
etic worthy of persecution dubbed a con-
spiracy theorist playing the role of satan. 
Today you can be a conspiracy theorist or 
a terrorist if you fail to buy into their church 
of blind faith. Remember the president who 
said you are either with us or the terrorists, 
meaning you are either a blind faith disci-
ple, free of all facts and understanding, or 
you are a terrorist. Remember, Osama bin 
Laden received a McMedia witch trial, not a 
real one, and he was never wanted for the 
crime. Hurry to the FBI’s most wanted list 
on the internet before they take his poster 
down. Read all the print on the poster and 
you will see that he was not wanted for 

9/11. Notice at the bottom that the poster 
was updated two months after 9/11. Plenty 
of time had passed to find real incriminat-
ing evidence on him if it existed. Even the 
CIA admitted they never found any link be-
tween Osama bin Laden and 9/11. Instead, 
bin Laden was convicted on 9/11 by a Mc-
Media witch hunt. Like the JFK assassina-
tion coverup, the cover up of 9/11 is equally 
nonstop. 

To keep an economic-political grip on 
any society the military will have to spend 
billions of dollars on damage control. Every 
time a new fact is revealed exposing any of 
the lone-nut theories, the Pentagon’s dam-
age control mechanisms are launched onto 
the public by McMedia. Their best defense 
is to keep important real news off McMedia 
by way of censorship, the most useful dam-
age control mechanism of all. 

However, replaying the false lone nut 
pageant is important as well. Every year 
on the respective anniversaries the public 
is served a lone not boost shot to keep im-
bedding McMedia’s single message. The 
authors of scholarly research never are al-
lowed on McMedia.

The relentless unapologetic selling of 
lone nut theories is critical to surviving all 
the military crimes, which by definition re-
quire a number of individuals in any specific 
crime, in other words a conspiracy. This 
is why the CIA came up with the idea to 
smear revelators as conspiracy theorists. 
This term is a military invention to smear 
anyone drubbing up the truth. The truth is 
their enemy, and lone nut sales keep the 
public at bay.

Another critical factor of McMedia is 
distraction. Keep the public occupied with 
anything but supra-government conspira-
cies. Their success can be measured in 
how many of the actual conspirators have 
been tried and gone to prison. We witness 
50 years of no arrests, no trials, and no 
convictions of the lead suspects.

Many of the lower level conspirators 
play supportive roles as in obstruction of 
justice: blocking testimony of subordinates; 
black listing witnesses so they can’t find 
gainful employment, tailing witnesses to 
scare them out of testifying; tampering with 
evidence, whether it’s physical or testimo-
nial. Deputy Sheriff Roger Craig suffered all 
these inequities. Craig counted 14 altera-
tions to his testimony at the Warren Com-
mission by Dave Belin, junior counsel for 
the Warren Commission, who questioned 
him in April of 1964.8 His boss, Dallas Sher-
iff James Eric (Bill) Decker demanded that 
Craig tell inquisitors that he saw no one and 
heard nothing. Truth was forbidden. Decker 
was feared by all authorities as well as his 
subjects in Dallas County.

President Johnson immediately ordered 
Kennedy’s limousine refurbished, removing 
important clues to the assassination on the 
flimsy excuse that he wanted to save Jack-
ie Kennedy from further agony, as if she 
would ever be riding in the president’s lim-
ousine again. These acts of obstruction are 
felonies clear and simple. Neither Belin nor 

Johnson nor Decker was ever indicted for 
obstruction of justice. In glaring contrast, if 
any one in the general public commits ob-
struction of justice, they are immediately 
thrown into jail.

This brings up the subject of whose 
justice system is being applied – certainly 
not the U.S Constitutional justice system. 
Globally dominant elite, a disguised military 
junta has usurped Constitution govern-
ment. Therefore, U.S. citizens are faced 
with imperial justice, the age-old justice of 
king’s rights, a pyramid of militant power 
that the masses have long decried but alas 
allow to continue. President Kennedy died 
for threatening their power.

In March of 1964, the newly assigned 
President Johnson issued NSAM 288. This 
memorandum opened the door for full-
scale attacks on Viet Nam. The war con-
tractors were now free to continue amass-
ing profits. The warmongers won the war. 
The peace president was dead and the 
Viet Nam protests that followed were im-
mediately attacked by McMedia as trai-
tors of America. They were traitors to the 
new American military junta who pulled the 
strings at McMedia, where protestors and 
JFK have been ridiculed side by side ever 
since.

Is there any hope left would be a logi-
cal question to ask. In a recent poll, 75% 
of Americans believe Oswald did not act 
alone.9 The cabalists have something to 
worry about. Perhaps this is why McMedia 
has gone all out on the 50th anniversary in 
trying to shore up their sagging success. 
We want to know if their media mind control 
machinery is wearing out on the subject, 
while the public’s healthy side of distrust is 
gaining strength. 

Let’s hope that part of the answer is that 
the proactive alternative media to McMedia 
is gaining ground. The alternative media 
represents Constitutional freedom of the 
press. Let’s embrace and celebrate alterna-
tive media, the small press. We could start 
having annual Constitutional media awards 
to contrast institutionalized disinformation. 
A free press is the greatest weapon of the 
people against tyranny.

Bo Filter is a social scientist, lecturer and author 
of The Cause of Wars and Aggression, available 
at GlobalJusticePublishing.com

(Endnotes)
1. CIA: Maker of Policy, or Tool? New York 
Times. 25 April 1966.
2. Read his seminal work: JFK, The CIA, 
Vietnam, And The Plot To Assassinate John F. 
Kennedy
3. Watch it here: www.brasschecktv.com/videos/
assassination-studies-1/giving-the-assassins-a-
clear-shot.html
4. www.ratical.org/ratville/JFK/WTKaP.html
5. Watch: www.brasschecktv.com/videos/
assassination-studies-1/why-werent-there-any-
witnesses.html
6. www.ratical.org/ratville/JFK/WTKaP.html
7. Web search: “Bo Filter Media Mind Control” 
for a talk on how the media became militarized.
8. www.ratical.org/ratville/JFK/WTKaP.html
9. St. Joseph News-Press, November 23, 2013, 
B1.

By Janet Larsen 
 

       Meteorologists are calling the typhoon 
that slammed into the Philippines with 
195-mile-an-hour winds on November 8, 
2013, the most powerful tropical storm to 
make landfall on record. Super Typhoon 
Haiyan had gusts reaching 235 miles per 
hour and a storm surge swelling as high 
as 20 feet, so the destruction it left behind 
matched that of a tornado combined with a 
tsunami. 

Three days later, at the opening of the 
United Nations climate negotiations in War-
saw, Poland, the lead delegate from the 
Philippines, Yeb Saño, spoke of the “hell-
storm” that left “a vast wasteland of mud 
and debris and dead bodies.” He contin-
ued: “Despite the massive efforts…in pre-
paring for the onslaught of this monster of a 
storm, it was just a force too powerful and, 
even as a nation familiar with storms, Hai-
yan was nothing we have ever experienced 
before, or perhaps nothing that any country 
has ever experienced before.” 

Haiyan arrived less than a year after 

Super Typhoon Bopha, which at that point 
was the costliest storm in Philippine his-
tory with $1.7 billion in damages and some 
1,900 deaths. Bopha was then outdone 
monetarily by Trami, which in August 2013 
brought the Philippines torrential rains and 
flooding, leaving some $2.2 billion in dam-
ages in its wake. Early estimates put Hai-
yan’s destruction tab at $14 billion. With 
more than 4 million people displaced and 
thousands feared dead, Haiyan looks to be 
a record on multiple fronts. 

The commonly used tropical storm wind 
speed scale goes up to category 5: more 
than 156 miles per hour. But as Yeb Saño 
notes, “if there [were] a category 6, [Haiyan] 
would have fallen squarely in that box.” 

The world is literally moving off the 
charts. With the global average tempera-
ture up over half a degree Celsius since the 
1970s and with more warming in store, we 
are starting to witness weather anomalies 
so severe we need to update our metrics 
and extend our graphs. 

The warming is the result of a buildup 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere—

largely from burning coal, oil, and natu-
ral gas—that trap heat from the sun. The 
extra warmth is taken up by the oceans 
and also heats the atmosphere, the for-
mer faster than the latter, creating a tem-
perature differential that can create more-
forceful storms. A warmer atmosphere can 
hold more water vapor—all the better to 
produce punishing rainstorms. Warmer 
sea surfaces provide more energy for 
storms to grow stronger. The surface wa-
ters where Haiyan formed measured up to 
1 degree Celsius above normal—that is, 
until the storm sucked up heat to use as 
fuel as it passed over the sea. 

Physics dictates that warmer water 
also takes up more space; thus excess 
heat in the world’s oceans has raised sea 
level, a process that is compounded by 
the accelerating melting of the Earth’s po-
lar ice caps and mountain glaciers. By the 
end of this century, sea level could rise by 
some 6 feet, making storm surge all the 
more dangerous. 

In recent years, intense storms have 
showed up in unprecedented locations. 

Brazil was struck by its first recorded hur-
ricane in 2004, and Spain and the Canary 
Islands experienced their first-ever tropical 
storms in 2005. In 2007, a fierce tropical 
cyclone in the Arabian Sea brought tor-
rential rain to parts of Oman and Iran. In 
2008, the first severe tropical storm to hit 
Myanmar’s densely populated Irrawaddy 
Delta left 90,000 people dead. And 2012’s 
Superstorm Sandy was unusual in both its 
span and its pathway—an unexpected left-
hand turn directly into New Jersey. 

Like these freak storms, we are in un-
charted territory. Big storms occurred pri-
or to human-induced climate change, of 
course, but raising the Earth’s temperature 
is like putting the weather on steroids. We 
might not see more tropical storms, but the 
ones that form are likely to pack a more-
powerful punch. Heat waves are predicted 
to last longer and become more intense. 
Rainfall could come fast and furious in 
some places, while other parts of the globe 
could see very little at all. 

Globally, high temperature records al-

Climate change driving weather off the charts

Please turn to Climate change, page 21
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The BC government recently rejected 

the recommendation of the Union of BC 
Municipalities to re-instate Riverview Hos-
pital. Our government has made the right 
decision. The debate and media coverage 
over recent weeks has revealed a number 
of important issues that have reframed 
questions about Riverview Hospital, and 
the premier is correct in her comments that 
there is a new set of problems we need to 
deal with.”

Surprisingly, the idea of reopening Riv-
erview garnered a good deal of public sup-
port, at least in online and radio comments 
attached to media coverage. However, we 
question the logic that reopening the hos-
pital would have solved complex problems 
like homelessness, poverty or the real lack 
of 24-hour community-based treatment 
for people with mental illness and/or sub-
stance use problems, as many of the com-
ments suggested. We also wonder about 
the assertion made by many commentators 
that Riverview would somehow be a “com-
passionate solution.”

Reopening Riverview would not be a 
compassionate solution to homelessness 
or poverty in our province. The truly com-
passionate solution would be to take an 
honest look at how we treat people with 
severe mental illness and substance use 
problems and change our course of action. 
We need to deal with these issues head-on.

For starters, we should ensure that peo-
ple who have disabilities can afford basic 
costs of living. Poverty can cause a great 
deal of stress, which can, in turn, worsen 
symptoms of mental illness and substance 
use problems. 

In other words, if we make it easier for 
people with disabilities to afford to make 
ends meet, we will have less demand on 
our mental health care system. The CMHA 
has been advocating for the government to 
increase the persons with disability benefit 
and index it against cost of living increases. 
This would mean that even low-income 
people with mental illness could be elevat-
ed out of poverty.

Additionally, we need to address the 
lack of affordable, safe, and supportive 
housing options in our province. Many Brit-
ish Columbians with mental illnesses or 
substance use problems cannot access 
safe and reliable housing. They can be 
found in on the street, under bridges, and 
in shelters – which are not homes. 

To address this in the short term we 
suggest that the government implement 
a rental assistance program for people 
who have low income and mental illness. 
A longer-term goal would be to invest in 
building a variety of housing options across 
the province with varying levels of mental 
health treatment and supports. This would 
allow people at all stages of recovery to live 
in, and contribute to, their communities.

There are significant gaps in our com-
munity mental health care system that 
need to be addressed. For example, many 
people don’t realize that most community 
mental health services operate during busi-
ness hours, Monday to Friday. It is impor-

tant that we create programs that are avail-
able to respond to situations that arise at 
any time of the day. As the VPD outlined 
in their recent mental health report, Asser-
tive Community Treatment (ACT) is an ex-
ample of this kind of program. We support 
these kinds of initiatives so long as they are 
embedded alongside of income and hous-
ing supports. We also need to ensure that 
there are places that people experienc-
ing distress from mental illness can go, to 
receive care, where they can’t be turned 
away. We should not and cannot rely on 
our police departments, emergency rooms, 
and family members to provide this type of 
care on their own.

There are certainly some who will argue 
that these solutions fail to address the im-
mediate needs of people with severe men-
tal illness in our province. They might ar-
gue that we need to provide an institutional 
setting to care for people who have severe 
symptoms now. 

We don’t deny that there are people on 
the street, experiencing profound distress, 
without resources to help. However, people 
in institutional care eventually leave insti-
tutions, often returning to ill-equipped and 
under-resourced communities. Internation-
al research has found that patients with se-
vere mental illness do better in community-
based settings when provided with the right 
supports. 

We need to provide our communities 
with the supports to ensure that patients 
can leave facilities, and that when they do 
there are places for them to live and experi-
ence recovery.

In short, a broad continuum of commu-
nity-based supports is the foundation of 
responsive mental health care – this is the 
compassionate solution. It allows people 
with differing levels of need to access sup-
ports and live fulfilling lives within their com-
munities, not hidden away in institutions.

Finally, places like Riverview are ex-
pensive. We estimate that operating 300 
long-term secure beds would cost at least 
$45M per year. It is probably more. The 
ultimate question in this debate is how we 
choose to spend our money. If we choose 
to spend it on facilities like Riverview, that’s 
money that we will not have to spend on 
implementing the solutions that could po-
tentially help thousands.

Rather than asking our government 
to reopen Riverview Hospital we should 
be asking them to invest in programs that 
ensure that people with mental illness and 
substance use problems can live in dignity 
within our communities. 

We can do this by directly addressing 
big issues like poverty and housing and 
through ensuring that a robust system of 
appropriate and timely mental health care 
is available for all British Columbians within 
their communities.

Bev Gutray is CEO of the Canadian Mental 
Health Association, BC Division, and Marina 
Morrow, PhD, is Associate Professor and Direc-
tor at the Centre for the Study of Gender, Social 
Inequities and Mental Health, Faculty of Health 
Sciences at Simon Fraser University, and Re-
search Associate at the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives’ BC Office.

Reopening Riverview Hospital 
is not the answerBy Julius Arscott

The H.J. Heinz Company, the largest 
employer in Leamington, Ontario plans 
to shut the doors on its century old food 
processing plant in June 2014. The plant, 
which is Heinz’ second largest facility in 
the world, manufactures processed foods. 
It employs 740 full time positions and up 
to 500 seasonal positions, all members of 
the United Food and Commercial Workers 
(UFCW) Local 459. 

The closure will also impact local farm-
ers who have grown tomatoes for genera-
tions in Southwestern Ontario. It is one of 
Canada’s warmest areas with one of the 
longest growing seasons, known locally as 
the “Sun Parlor”. The facility was originally 
built in the area also due to the sandy soil 
and light rains that provide excellent condi-
tions for growing field tomatoes.

The plan to close the Heinz plant coin-
cides with closures in South Carolina and 
Indiana, reducing the workforce by 1,350 
positions. This move follows the axing of 
600 office jobs last summer after a $28 bil-
lion takeover by Warren Buffet’s Berkshire 
Hathaway Inc. and the hedge fund 3G Cap-
ital, a Brazilian investment firm. 

Heinz claims that sales in its North 
American division dropped by 1.4 percent, 
or $46 million (US), to $3.2 billion in the last 
fiscal year. The company claims that it has 
too much manufacturing capacity to meet 
the demand for ketchup, sauces, baby 
food and other products. Production will be 
shifted to their lower wage facility in Ohio, 
which will add 250 positions and invest $28 
million to expand the plant.

Heinz has contracts with more than 40 
area farms to buy 40 percent of Ontario’s 
500,000-tonne tomato crop. Now farmers 
are asking for compensation from Heinz 
for the cancellation of their contracts and 
for work they have already put into next 
year’s crops. The farmers who were under 
contract to supply Heinz with tomatoes are 
left trying to find a new crop to plant in the 
spring, and some way to replace the busi-
ness that has kept their farms busy and 
profitable for generations. The closure will 
have a major negative impact on an entire 
region.

Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne 
claims that the Ontario Government “did 
everything we could” to prevent closure of 
the plant. The Liberal leader has offered 
$200,000 to, as she says, “help” the com-
munity of Leamington identify and pursue 
new opportunities for growth. This pittance 
of $160 per full time, part time and sea-
sonal position has understandably enraged 
workers who depend on these jobs. 

The hands-off approach of the Bay 
Street parties is no surprise. NDP MPP 
Taras Natyshak (Essex) criticized the gov-
ernment for not heeding warnings of the 
closure months in advance and pointed out 
the hypocrisy of the ruling Liberals, saying 

“Your Liberal government keeps talking 
about local food…but stands idly by as pro-
cessing facilities shut their doors and dev-
astate communities.” Wynne’s response 
was to attack the NDP for attempting to 
“control the private sector”, something that 
she said she would not do. 

The NDP should be calling for the gov-
ernment to force Heinz to compensate the 
farmers for all costs to date and honour their 
contracts. The Ontario Fruit and Vegetable 
Growers Association is on record since 
2010 (when other processing companies 
were failing) with its demand that the gov-
ernment create a Farm Financial Protection 
Program (similar to that for beef farmers) 
for horticulture producers. Such legislation 
should be introduced immediately to pro-
tect all farmers from corporate failures.

Tim Hudak, leader of the Provincial 
Progressive Conservative Party claimed 
that the plant closed due to high cor-
porate taxes -- a cruel joke consider-
ing that Ontario has some of the lowest 
corporate tax rates in North America. 
A leader of the UFCW stated “Today’s an-
nouncement is another example of a trans-
national private equity firm swooping in to 
a Canadian community and sucking up the 
hard-earned value of an operation that was 
built by generations of hard-working Ca-
nadian and their families”. Paul Meinema, 
President of the UFCW Canada National 
Council, said “This latest closure is another 
strong example of why our federal govern-
ment desperately needs to review and re-
form existing foreign investment legislation, 
and to introduce a new approach that finally 
puts Canadians and the well-being of their 
communities first.”

On November 26 the Ontario Fed-
eration of Labour Convention adopted a 
resolution with no teeth, submitted by the 
UFCW Canada National Council. It calls on 
the provincial government “to take whatev-
er action is necessary to support continued 
production at the facility.” A delegate who 
spoke to this issue urged the labour body 
to look at social struggles in Argentina and 
Bolivia that advanced the idea of workers’ 
control of closed plants, supported by gov-
ernment financial aid, as examples of what 
should be done in Leamington.

Efforts to protect jobs and benefits for 
workers need to take a class approach. 
Canadian nationalism benefits only the 
bosses. It deflects attention away from the 
real problem, will devastate the region’s 
economy, a region already reeling from clo-
sures in the manufacturing sector in nearby 
Windsor, Ontario (just across the river from 
Detroit, Michigan). Workers and farmers 
create value through their labour in the food 
industry. Only through public ownership 
and democratic control can they continue 
this vital work and sustainably provide a va-
riety of locally grown and locally processed 
foods to a vast region.

Nationalize the Leamington Heinz 
Ketchup Plant under workers control!

ready are being set five times as often as 
what would be expected in the absence of 
global warming. In the last decade, daily 
record high temperatures outnumbered re-
cord lows in the United States two to one, 
and that ratio is increasing. Earlier this 
year, the Australian Bureau of Meteorology 
had to add a deeper shade to its tempera-
ture mapping color code that had maxed 
out at 122 degrees Fahrenheit: the Bureau 
extended the range to 129 degrees after a 
nationwide heat wave brought scorching 
temperatures that broke records in every 
state. 

Governments everywhere agreed in 
2009 to work to keep the rise in global av-
erage temperature below a 2-degree-Cel-
sius threshold to avoid “dangerous” climate 
change. The United Nations warns that to 
meet this goal, immediate cuts in green-
house gas emissions are needed. The 
problem is that international negotiations 
move slowly, while temperatures are rising 
fast—faster, in fact, than at any time since 
civilization began. The least-common-de-
nominator model of negotiations, in which 
countries endeavor to concede as little as 

possible, will just make things worse. 
The costs of retooling economies to 

run more efficiently on renewable energy 
are negligible compared with the damage 
the world will incur from runaway global 
warming. Haiyan and other recent weather 
extremes are wake-up calls to the urgency 
of ending our fossil fuel addiction. If we 
continue to ignore them, the costs of deal-
ing with climate change will surely extend 
far off the charts. 

Janet Larsen is the Director of Research for 
Earth Policy Institute. Data and additional 
resources available at www.earth-policy.org. 
Data and additional resources available at 
www.earth-policy.org.

Climate change, continued from page 
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Book Review  by Jim Manly

At the end of every summer our well sinks below the level at which water will flow to 
our cistern; usually the level is not restored  until heavy rains come in the middle of No-
vember.  In the interim we use a storage tank and rain water.  This helps us appreciate the 
importance of water to our lives.  Because we can always pick up a bucket of safe drinking 
water from friends, we’ve never become desperate—a far cry from millions of people who 
die every year from lack of clean water.

Maude Barlow’s latest book, Blue Future: Protecting Water for People and the Planet 
Forever  outlines the challenges  facing our world where by 2030 the demand for water 
will exceed supply by 40 percent.  Although well-informed people already know something 
of the situation, she adds important material, makes connections, brings it all together and 
calls for action. 

Blue Future reminds us of well known examples such as the drying up of the Colorado 
River and the threat to the Ogallala aquifer in the United States, the death of the Aral 
Sea in central Asia, growing desertification in sub-Saharan Africa and  the threat to the 
Murray-Darling water system in Australia; it also describes lesser known situations such 
as the 90 percent  depletion of Lake Chad and desertification in such places as Mexico, 
Brazil, northern and western China.  Gaza, occupied and blockaded by Israel, has no 
uncontaminated water; its aquifer is expected to be unusable by 2016 and the damage 
could be irreversible by 2020; half of Gaza’s newborn babies risk nitrate poisoning or “blue 
baby syndrome”.  

Areas that once supported subsistence farming are being sucked dry by huge mono-
culture plantations, forcing peasant families to become poverty stricken water refugees 
crowded into slums on the margins of growing mega cities.

Contrary to what we might think, Barlow points out that urban residents and busi-
nesses use less than 10 percent of global water consumption and most of this is returned 
to the watershed.  The real culprits are: 

*agro-business, an increasing amount of which goes to produce biofuels, with massive 
irrigation draws from rivers and aquifers,  

*power producing dams  with reservoirs that allow massive evaporation, 
*mining operations which not only use great amounts of water but also leach poison-

ous chemicals into water systems,  
*oil production from the tar sands and gas from shale fracking also leaches chemicals 

which contaminate huge amounts of water.
 Not surprisingly, Canada, under the Harper government, has not proven to be a friend 

of water.  Although 75 percnt of the world’s mining companies are headquartered here, our 
government refuses to make them accountable to international environmental and human 
rights standards; instead it has tied  our “development assistance” to ensure that recipient 
countries are open to Canadian mining companies.

With respect to Canada’s own water supply, the Harper government gutted our Fisher-
ies Act, Navigable Waters Protection Act and Environmental Assessment  Act—all of which 
were essential components of our water protection process.  It has reduced funding for 
water protection projects and for research projects such as the  Experimental Lakes Area 
and the Global Environment Monitoring System that monitored freshwater lakes around 
the world.  Some of these seem far removed from the daily lives of most Canadians, which 
of course is what the government is counting on; in fact, however, they constitute an im-
portant part of the fabric of our society.

Our federal government will only give financial assistance to municipalities for new or 
upgraded water or sanitation infrastructure if the project involves private players,  a seri-
ous step away from the important principle of public ownership.  On the positive side, Bar-
low points to the people of Abbotsford who in 2011, to their credit, defeated a public-private 
partnership proposal, even though it meant turning down a $66 million federal contribution.

 On the international scene Canada led the opposition to the UN’s recognition of water 

as a human right and withdrew from the UN Convention to Combat Desertification.  
Recognition of water as a human right represents an important step forward. However, 

on the negative side we see the UN’s declaration of water as an economic commodity. 
In addition the World Bank’s support for privatized water and the way it works through 
other international agencies and forces countries to privatize their water before receiving 
needed economic assistance strikes a hard blow  against poor countries and their human 
rights.

British Columbia is not immune to water problems.  BC Hydro now proposes to build 
the Site C Dam on the Peace River.  This 60 metre high, 1 kilometre long structure will 
flood over 100 km. of river valley with the best agricultural land in northern BC as well 
as causing significant downstream damage.  An example of both provincial and federal 
indifference to environmental protection is the extremely limited time, (during the holiday 
season!) available for commenting on the project.

 In the same way British Columbia’s proposed 126 page Water Sustainability Act al-
lowed only one month for public comment.  Twenty different Vancouver Island groups 
concerned with water sustainability and stewardship have demanded that the deadline 
for submissions be postponed till at least March 1, 2014.  June Ross, speaking for these 
groups, points out that “The proposed Act has set industries’ right to access water as a 
higher priority than protecting water resources and increasing communities’ control over 
their own watersheds.”

 Residents of Shawnigan Lake and the CVRD overwhelmingly opposed permission 
for dumping 100,000 tons annually of contaminated construction soil into a quarry on a 
hillside that could leach into the watershed. Although approval was given in spite of the op-
position, the Environmental Appeal Board has now granted a delay pending further study. 
This shows the value of local vigilance and action to defend local water sources.

 While Barlow paints a grim picture, she also offers hope.  Many countries and cities 
around the world, Cochabamba and La Paz in Bolivia, Buenos Aires and Santa Fe in 
Argentina, Uruguay, Mali, Dar es Salaam in Tanzania, Paris, Toulouse and Nice in France 
as well as other cities in Europe  have taken back water services from private operators.  
Other cities and countries in Asia and Europe have successfully resisted privatization.

In Canada, the “Blue Communities Project”, sponsored by the Council of Canadians 
and CUPE, has signed up a number of municipalities across Canada including Victo-
ria, Nanaimo, Comox, Cumberland, Burnaby and North Vancouver in BC;  Bern, Swit-
zerland has become the first city outside Canada to declare itself a “Blue Community”.  
To qualify, municipalities must declare water to be a human right, ban the sale of bottled 
water at public facilities and sponsored events, and “promote publicly financed, owned 
and operated water and wastewater treatment services.” (p. 129)

 Water wars have taken place between countries and always grab the headlines; as 
the global water crisis becomes more acute and nations demand more water for  wasteful 
economies, many areas of the world will continue to face conflicts and violence.  Barlow, 
however, points to an Oregon State University study of interactions regarding water 
involving two or more nations over the last 50 years; this study found that “the rate of co-
operation overwhelmed the incidence of acute conflict 1,228 to 507.” (p. 276)

 If our world is going to survive as a decent place to live, such co-operation, combined 
with development of a new non-destructive economy must become the wave of the future.  
Reading, reflecting and acting on Barlow’s book could be a helpful place to begin. 

The Mid Island Chapter of the Council of Canadians has put together a petition 
campaign, both online and in official paper form, to push for more local control over 
community drinking watersheds. The petition wording is based on a resolution passed at 
the Union of BC Municipalities in 2011. Both versions of the petition can be found at http://
midislandcanadians.org/ 

The recent film Troubled Water highlights some of the local water issues on Vancouver 
Island and what citizens can do about them. Troubled Water can be found on youtube at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=onJNkeIKXoE

 

 

 

Blue Future: Protecting Water for People and the Planet Forever, 
by Maude Barlow, Toronto: House of Anansi Press, 2013

Book review by Theresa Wolfwood

The author writes that the title of this book comes 
from, “Following the first Zionist Congress in Basel 
in 1897 at which the idea of establishing a Jewish 
state in Palestine was first mooted, the rabbis of Vi-
enna dispatched two representatives to investigate 
the suitability of the country for such an enterprise. 

The men reported the result of their explorations 
in this cable to Vienna: The bride is beautiful, but 
she is married to another man. It was not “A land 
without people for a people without a land.” It was 
inhabited by native Palestinians for whom Palestine 
was (and still is) their homeland. And therein lies the 
root of a conflict that continues relentlessly every 
day.

Ghada Karmi has described a political vision 
for this troubled region that unfolds in the book; it is 
also a personal imperative for her; she was one of 
800,000 who were torn from Palestine in 1948 when 
she was a child. She has lived in exile in England 
most of her life, where she is an academic at the 
University of Exeter.

The book provides an excellent, methodical con-
text for the events that flash sometimes on our news, 
a history that the mass media never base their sto-
ries in.

She writes about the West and its powerful pro-
Israel lobby, in particular how US media is used 
“to distort American public perceptions and help 
entrench unassailable ‘truths’ favourable to Israel” 
including perceptions about the liberalism and “civi-
lized values” of Israel. This is a country where chil-
dren are jailed and tortured, where thousands are 
held in inhumane prisons, a country that kills civil-
ians with drones. 

She explains how aid only perpetuates the oc-
cupation, the story of Zionism, including Christian Zi-

MARRIED TO ANOTHER MAN: Israel’s Dilemma in Palestine, by 
Ghada Karmi,  Pluto Press. London, UK.

onism and its power; and always the Wall, the most 
visible and shocking manifestation of Israel’s viola-
tion of international law. She examines the two-state 
solution and exposes its total lack of viability. 

The reality of seven million exiles who demand 
the Right of Return, as enshrined in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, to which Canada and 
many nations pay lip service, requires us to consider 
the impossibility of accommodating those who would 
choose to exercise this right to a land that grows 
smaller every day.  Palestinian homes and farms 
are bulldozed to make room for new Israeli colonies, 
both domestic and commercial, which are built on 
Palestinian land, again in violation of international 
law.

As Karmi writes in her introduction, this all leads 
to the only possible conclusion and only viable so-
lution: the one state solution. She expands on this 
concept in her concluding chapter.

I heard Karmi and many other speakers, Pal-
estinians, Israelis, Europeans, discuss this solution 
in May, 2013 at a conference on “The One Demo-
cratic State”, a solution that emphasizes equality of 
all citizens and the right of return of exiles. Thanks 
to Karmi and many other thinkers and activists, this 
concept is gaining success globally as well as in Is-
rael and Palestine. 

This book is an invaluable contribution to resolv-
ing a conflict that has inflicted terrible consequences 
on millions of people and continues to threaten re-
gional and global security.

 Karmi’s analysis is based on, “a vision, an aspi-
ration and a belief in the ultimate humanity of Jews 
and Palestinians and all those who wish to see them 
prosper.”

Ghada Karmi
Photo by Theresa Wolfwood
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Calendar of coming events
CAPITAL REGIONAL DISTRICT Board 
meetings are held on the 2nd Wednesday 
of every month, at 1:30 pm at the CRD 
offices at 625 Fisgard Street in Victoria.

CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

goals are welcome. For further  information, 
contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.

MLA ROB FLEMING (Victoria-Swan Lake) 
will hold his annual Holiday Open House on 
Wednesday, December 11, from 4-6 pm, at 
the Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, 
1020 Hillside Avenue. Please bring a non-
perishable food item for the UVic Students 
Society Food Bank.

MLA CAROLE JAMES (Victoria-Beacon 
Hill) invites you to join her at her Holiday 
Open House on Thursday, December 12, 
from 4-6 pm, at her community office, 1004 

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 
are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Susanne Francoeur.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 

Fort Street. Everyone is welcome. Light re-
freshments.

MP RANDALL GARRISON AND MLA 
MAURINE KARAGIANIS invite you to 
their combined Holiday Open House at 
Garrison`s office at A2-100 Aldersmith 
Place and Kariganis’s office at A-5-100 Al-
dersmith Place in View Royal on Wednes-
day, December 18 from 4-6 pm.

VICTORIA MUTINY COMMEMORATION 
will be held on Saturday, December 21,  at 
9:00am, at  900 Fort Street (at Quadra), 

Book review by Theresa Wolfwood          

With the passing of author Michiko Midge Ayukawa in October, 
BC lost a historian and community leader. 

After her retirement from her career as a scientist and teacher, 
Ayukawa returned to university to study Japanese history and lan-
guage; this book is the result of her PhD work. I had the good for-

tune to attend her thesis defence at the University of Victoria and 
to meet her external examiner, Thomas Shoyama, the architect of 
Saskatchewan’s and Canada’s health care acts, another promi-
nent person of the Japanese Canadian community. 

Ayukawa was also active in the Nikkei National Museum and 
Cultural Centre in Burnaby and in the Taoist Tai Chi Centre in Vic-
toria. She was also the author of many articles on Japanese Ca-
nadian culture and history.

In this book she gives the historical background of the condi-

tions in Japan that led to waves of Japanese immigrants, from the 
Hiroshima region, coming to Canada, settling mainly in the BC 
lower mainland. 

We remember the Japanese fishermen around Steveston, but 
many Japanese were recruited to work in the notorious Dunsmuir 
coal mines in Cumberland without security or training. A separate 
cemetery there bears witness to the lives Japanese miners suf-
fered at these mines (the cemetery was vandalized during WW2 
and redesigned later. Cemetery photo by reviewer)  

 Racism was more open and blatant in those times; already 
newspapers in 1891 were warning about Asian labourers steal-
ing work from Anglo-Saxons and that they would “revel in luxury 
wages that a white man would barely escape starvation”. About 
1$/day when they did get paid.

Based on many interviews with immigrants and their descen-
dants, a picture emerges in this book of an industrious and proud 
people, well aware of their precarious position in a dominant white 
society. The elders tried to “enculturate the Nisei with pride in their 
heritage so that their offspring would not cower before the Anglo 
society.” They also urged their children to work hard and excel at 
school. 

Ayukawa writes that many children did not fit in either society, 
not an uncommon situation in immigrant families.      

Changes would have come gradually and possibly more eas-
ily as later Canada-born descendants adapted to Canadian life 
but “...on 7 December1941, the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. 
Soon afterwards, the Japanese Canadians were expelled from 
the west coast, an act that destroyed this society by scattering its 
members across Canada and back to Japan.”  

Ayukawa ends the book there; she was interned at Lemon 
Creek in the Kootenays and after the war lived in Ontario. It was 
decades before Canadians and their governments recognized 
our mistreatment of these Canadians and outright theft of their 
property. 

Others have written of this dark part of Canadian history, Ayu-
kawa has given us an excellent context for our belated under-
standing of Japanese Canadians.

Hiroshima Immigrants in Canada,1891-1941, by 
Michiko Midge Ayukawa,  UBC Press, Vancouver, BC

       Photo by Betty Andrews
Michiko Midge Ayukawa

Supply Shock, by 
Brian Czech 
The economics of swindling

Book review by Ed Deak

As a lifelong student of history, search-
ing for the reasons of history’s regularly 
repeated tragedies, I have long held the 
suspicion that future generations will refer 
to our times as the Age of Gullibility. Igno-
rance and the unquestioned submission to  
the demands of history’s  perennial rulers 
might have been accepted in long gone 
times, but there’s no excuse for their ac-
ceptance now,  when instant information 
and communication possibilities are avail-
able to all . 

Of course, there’s always hope that 
humanity may just wake up one day and 
realize the causes of history’s boringly 
repetitious tragedies.  The most welcome 
and hopeful signs for an awakening are the 
daily growing number of books, articles and 
news items, loaded with facts and informa-
tion on what really is going on in the world, 
countering the propaganda barrage we’re 
constantly subjected to. 

One of these recent publications is the 
book Supply Shock, by Brian Czech. Dr 
Czech got into economics after having ex-
perienced real life, as a wildlife ranger and  
biologist .  With that kind of background 
he was probably wondering how a certain, 
strictly faith based theory, called “econom-
ics “, was and still is permitted do terrible 
damage to the human race, future genera-
tions and the Earth itself? 

While the textbook definition of eco-
nomics claims to be concerned with the 
management and distribution of scarce re-
sources, it has now become the racket of 
so called “wealth creation”, causing incred-
ible hardships and environmental destruc-
tion around the world. 

The most interesting and valuable parts 
of Dr.Czech’s  book are his meticulous 
dissection of the economic theories of 
recent centuries and his conclusions on why 
and where they have gone wrong.  His long 
and detailed examination of the falsehoods 
and the resulting human and ecological 
disasters,  caused by the presently ruling 
neoclassical theory, are of the greatest 
importance,  considering that our  present 
political parties and governments are still 
forcing the world to submit to the demands 
of its proponents. 

Dr Czech correctly points out the simple 
fact that neoclassical economics simply ig-
nore the physical and environmental limits 
of economic growth, because such recogni-
tion  would interfere with their imagination-
based theories. They can›t even  define 
what their constant references to «growth» 
really mean. The growth of what ? All we 
can see are shrinking living standards and 
growing environmental destruction. 

All economic actions are  physical, and 
there are  endless numbers of  logical, sci-
entific proofs that nothing in nature  can 
grow endlessly and  forever.  Which means 
that the constant demands and promises 
for endless growth by economists and 
politicians are ignorance-based nonsense, 
while causing incredible harm to humanity 
and the Earth. 

The author correctly points out the 
simple reality that any form of sustainable, 
steady state economy must be based on 
physical laws, because there is no other 
way for survival.  Therefore his support and 
promotion of the Gross Domestic Product, 

the GDP, constantly quoted by economists 
and politicians,  is contradictory and most 
surprising. 

Also surprising is his claim that today›s 
money is not created from the air by banks, 
but is the result, or product,  of agricultural 
surplus. 

There was a time , over 30 years ago, 
when banks could loan out something like 
$25. for every dollar on deposit.  It was 
President Reagan who deregulated the 
US banks , followed by Prime Minister Mul-
roney in 1991, permitting them  to create 
money from the air. This, now universal, 
deregulation licenced the takeover of the 
world›s economies  by special interests, 
who can now use the perceived values of 
that imaginary money, that exists only as 
computer figures, for world control and col-
onization, now called globalization.  

The banks have now created and 
loaned out many hundreds, or even thou-
sands of dollars against every dollar on 

deposit, based on the promise that the 
borrowers will repay those loans  with in-
terests, regardless what irrepairable dam-
age they may be causing, to maintain the 
imaginary value of that money. 

There are now movements all over 
the world, working on ways to replace the 
imaginary monetary figures and account-
ing system of the GDP that uses no debit, 
or liability columns,  with scientifically and 
ecologically acceptable systems, ensuring 
overall wellbeing and sustainability.  And 
that can›t come soon enough.

In spite of this criticism,  the main im-
portance of Dr.Czech›s book is his ex-
tremely detailed research, documenting 
the damage caused by hundreds of years 
of misused and misapplied economic the-
ories and the physical realities based solu-
tions on how to avoid them in the future. 

This review first appeared in the October 2013 
issue of the Nova Scotia magazine  Rural Delivery.

Victoria Mutiny Commemora-
tion will be held on Saturday,  De-
cember 21, at 9:00am, at 900 Fort 
Street (at Quadra), in Victoria

On the morning of December 21, 
1918, French-Canadian conscripts in 
the 259th Battalion of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force mutinied at the 
corner of Fort and Quadra streets in 
downtown Victoria.  Conscripted to 
fight on the Western Front, they re-
fused to embark for service in a war to 
help suppress the Soviet Revolution.

In 2013, on the 95th anniversary 
of the mutiny, we gather to remember 
this forgotten moment in the history 
of Victoria, to demand a formal apol-
ogy from the Canadian government 
for the families, and to press for a full 
pardon for the French-Canadian sol-
diers wrongfully convicted of mutiny.
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MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Of-
fice, Bill Routley: MLA, 273 Trunk  
Road, Duncan, BC, or PO Box 599, Duncan, BC, 
V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, toll free 1-877-
715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, email bill.routley.
mla@leg.bc.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100  Ældersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC, V9A 7M8, phone 250-
479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
gan, MLA, 800 Goldstream Avenue, Victoria, BC 
V9B 2X7, phone 250-391-2801, email john.hor-
gan.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Saanich South Community Office, Lana Po-
pham, MLA: 4085 Quadr Street, Victoria, BC, v8 
1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, or visit  
website at www.saanichsouth.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands Community 
Office, Gary Holman, MLA., 2393 Beacon Ave-
nue, Sidney, BC , phone: 250 655-5711, toll-free: 
1-855 955-5711, fax: 250 655-7398, email gary.
holman.mla.leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email crowder1A@@parl.gc.ca.

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office, Jean 
Crowder, MP, 101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, 
BC, V9L 1P1, email jean@jeancrowder.ca or 
visit her website at www.jeancrowder.ca.

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Of-
fice, Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith 
Place, Victoria, BC, V9A 7M8, open 10 am-4 pm, 
Monday-Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4568. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 1P0, or contact presi-
dent by email at cowichanvalley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats:
Write Box 231, 110-174  Wilson Street, Victoria, 
BC, V9A 7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@
gmail.com.

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Phone presi-
dent Sharon Wilkinsn at 250-478-5907 or email 
her at sawilkinson@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Mike Lloyd at 250-812-3785 or 
by email at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
President Marilyn Callahan.
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
the president at President@vslndp.ca or write 
PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: 

Contact president Jock Bates at wanzbates@ 
shaw.ca or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admi-
rals Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats: Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371 or email 
her at suecreba@aquarius.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact president Michele Murphy at 250-727-9990 
or by email to  ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.
com or Irene Wright (Gulf Islands) by phone/fax 
at 250-537-5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact president 
Kelly Newhook, write to PO Box 8383, Victoria, 
BC   V8W 3R9 or visit their website at www.vic-
toriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
778-679-2943 or email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: PO 
Box 5515, 1625 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, phone 
250-360-8448, email victoriacouncilofcanadi-
ans@shaw.ca or visit www.victoriacouncilofca-
nadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Ecojustice: 214-131 Water Street, Vancouver, 
BC, V6B 4M3, phone 1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 
Sharlene Patterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services (Seniors Entitle-
ment Service), sponsored by the Greater Vic-
toria Seniors (OAPO) organization and located 
at the Blanshard Community Centre, 901 Kings 
Rd, (Kings and Dowler Streets), close to the #4 
and #6 buses on Quadra St.  Service is free 
to seniors 55+ in Greater Victoria.  Normally 

open on Mondays & Thursdays from 9-3 pm 
and Wednesdays from 9-12 noon.  We will be 
closed for summer break from July 15 to August 
19.  For more information please phone 250-
388-7696
Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.
net.; Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, 
Kim Manotn, secretary

Victoria Peace Centre: Box 8307, Victoria, 
BC, V8W 3R9, hone/fax 250-592-8307, email 
centre@vicpeace.ca or visit website at www.
vicpeace.ca.

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and 
discussion — including just about the entire 
range of what passes for the Left in Canada. 
A few years ago we adopted the banner “a 
magazine for people who want to change the 
world”. That’s still a good summary of who we 
are. Subscriptions from $29.99. See http://ca-
nadiandimension.com for more information.Or 
contact them by mail at Canadian Dimension, 
2E-91 Albert Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 
1G5, or by phone at 204-957-1519 or oll-ree: 
1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): Reform-minded focus fcus on 
monetary issues and how they affect our soci-
ety. Membership: $50; journal only $30. Contact 
them at 27 Sherbourne Street North, Suite 1, 
Toronto, ON M4W 2T3; tel: 416-924-3964; fax: 
416-466-5827; email: comerpub [at] comer.org.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour mag-
azine and read by most labour organizations 
and other supporters of working people. Check 
its website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased 
at Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Info-
shop, Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and 
Munro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and 
Receive an email notice when a new issue is 
online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP social-
ist caucus, is published for each federal and 
Ontario provincial convention. It is written and 
edited and by SC supporters but also includes 
articles by and interviews with progressive activ-
ists from outside the NDP as well. Download the 
paper at www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html
Victoria Street Newz: An independent media 
Dproject, working to end poverty and home-
lessness, sold by low income individuals on the 
streets of Victoria BC Canada, unceded Coast 
Salish Indigenous territory. Street Newz offers a 
reliable alternative to corporate or government 

controlled media. It provides a dignified way for 
low and/or no income people to earn a few ex-
tra bucks and participate in the local economy. It 
publishes research and opinions and photos and 
art from you, the people. View it also at http://
relativenewz.ca

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.com is a democratic 
socialist tabloid newspaper published in Victoria, 
BC, four  or five times a year.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

http://pacificfreepress.com

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices in Canada.

http://socialcoast.org

http://socialenvironmentalalliance.word-
press.com

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.
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