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By Starla Anderson

The Lower Island News celebrated 30 
years of publication on Saturday, May 3, 
in the BCGEU auditorium, with 70-80 sup-
porters enjoying the company of like-mind-
ed activists.   

The afternoon celebration focused on 
acknowledging the 28 years of commit-
ment that editor Dale Young has given to 
the voices of the Left on Vancouver Island 
and beyond.   Dale was also given “Happy 
Birthday!” wishes as she approaches her 
80th birthday in early July.

Jon Lee, a member of the board of the 
Lower Island News Society, owner of LIN, 
was the master of ceremonies for the after-
noon, and introduced many dignitaries who 
came out to show their support for Young 
and LIN.

Victoria mayor Dean Fortin brought 
personal greetings as did: Esquimalt-Juan 
de Fuca MP Randall Garrison, Victoria MP 
Murray Rankin, Esquimalt-Royal Roads 
MLA Maurine Karagianis, Victoria Swan 
Lake MLA Rob Fleming, and Saanich North 
and the Islands MLA Gary Holman.   

Victoria municipal councillors Marianne 
Alto and Ben Isitt came to express their 
support, as did North Saanich municipal 
councillor Elsie McMurphy. Greater Victo-
ria school trustees Deborah Nohr, Diane 
McNally, and Edith Loring-Kuhanga also 
expressed appreciation. 

Lower Island News celebrates 30 years, honours long-time editor

LIN board member Jon Lee ably acts as 
master of ceremonies for the event..

During the afternoon’s program, Sharon 
Hazelwood, longtime LIN board president 
gave a history of the Lower Island News. 

Heather Tufts, a regular contributor, 
called on others to read headlines from 
issues taken from the archive that were 
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LIN board chairwoman Sharon Hazel-
wood remembers some of LIN`s history.

MLA Rob Fleming (Victoria-Swan  Lake) presents a special Legislature certificate  
to editor Dale Young, to recognize the Lower Island News` 30 years of presenting 
progressive voices  to lower Vancouver island readers.

Editorial writer David Olsen speaks of 
his  working relationshiph with the edi-
tor and her appreciation for his work.

spread about the room—this illustrated the 
broad range of topics covered by the paper 
over the years. 

Current editorial writer, David Olsen, 
spoke highly of his working relationship 
with Young—how motivated he was to work 
with her because of her appreciation for his 
efforts.  

Victoria-Swan Lake NDP constituency 
president, Trish Richards, read a greet-
ing from BCNDP president, Craig Keat-
ing, thanking Young for her many years of 
work that have supported the party.  And 
Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Rob Fleming gave 
a certificate to Young from the BC Legis-
lature on the occasion of the Lower Island 
News’ 30th anniversary and in recognition 
of its presentation of “progressive voices to 

MP Murray Rankin (Victoria) (talking here with LIN editor Dale Young) was one of  a 
number of local politicians who attended the luncheon party, including MP Randall 
Garrison (Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca), MLAs Maurine Karagianis and  Gary Holman, 
Victoria Mayor Dean Fortin, city councillors and school trustees.

Entertaining the crowd of about 70-80 people with a musical interlude are the Rab-
bleberries, a quartet made up of (l-r) Ron Gilmore, Karen Gilmore, Sharon Hazel-
wood and Alan O`Dean. 

readers on Southern Vancouver Island”.
The RabbleBerries—a quartet of sing-

ers and musicians made up of Sharon Ha-
zelwood, Karen Gilmore, Alan O’Dean, and 
Ron Gilmore—entertained with a musical 
interlude that kept up the lively pace of the 
afternoon program but also helped to seg-
ue the program into a more intimate tribute. 

Young’s daughter, Joan, spoke of how 
her mother had always been a very strong 
role model as a feminist and social activist.  
And how even now living with Multiple Scle-
rosis (MS), her mother’s strong mind has 
kept her committed to working with others 
to attain social justice.  

Hazelwood led the party in singing 
“Happy Birthday!” as Young was presented 
with her birthday cake made of layers of 
cherry-topped chocolate cupcakes—with 
lit candles signifying “80” perched atop.   
Young had no trouble blowing them out!

The editorial board of the Lower Is-
land News Society hosted the celebration 
with the help of the Red Hens, a circle of 
Young’s friends who meet monthly over 
lunch to discuss political affairs. Members 
of federal and provincial NDP constituency 
associations helped to sell tickets and tick-
ets were made available to independent 
left-leaning supporters as well.  

All of this outreach, as well as dona-
tions of political books for the silent auc-
tion, resulted in a fundraising total of almost 
$2,000.00 which will go towards keeping 
the Lower Island News coming to readers’ 
mailboxes—and on-line—for some time 
yet!

A big thank-you to all who helped to 
make this celebration a success!   Not least 
of whom was Carol Pickup who harvested 
flowers from her own garden the morning 
of the event and arranged them in vases to 
create a beautiful ambience on the linen-
covered lunch tables.

Starla Anderson (r) served as chair of 
the fund-raising luncheon, ably helped 
by fellow board member Diane Walsh.

Audience listens attentively to presenta-
tions and speeches following lunch.


