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Murray Rankin, MP for Victoria, welcomes new Canadians to Canada at swearing in ceremonies held July 1 at Government House in Victoria.  At left are Victoria Mayor 
Dean Fortin and Judge Gerald Pash, who also took part in the citizenship ceremony. Partly hidden by the speaker’s lecturn is Judith Guichon, Lieutenant Governor of BC.

By Jonathan Lee

The unresolved BC Liberal government 
fight with teachers will ultimately cost this 
province much more than the liabilities side 
of any balance sheet could ever represent. 
The political and budgetary arguments 
are explained by BC Liberal supporters in 
terms of ultimatums – limit public school 
and teacher budgets until schools are no 
longer fit for their purpose or live entirely 
without effective public schooling. 

Of course it’s a “choice” that only fools 
could invent. It’s a depressing BC Liberal 
policy which must be carefully deconstruct-
ed. It’s a depressing budgetary policy that 
measures the cost of everything and the 
value of nothing.

The noise that our provincial govern-
ment has created around education policy 
begins to overwhelm the value of the public 
school education system that is often taken 
for granted.

Although not coming from within the 
schools system Alma Lee, CM., D.Litt. (no 
relation to this writer) has worked through-

out her career to bring literary awareness to 
British Columbians in effective and imagi-
native ways. Her energy, imagination and 
sense of fun is something that would well 
serve any school system.

In our interview Lee queried why her 
work, based in Vancouver, would be of in-
terest to Lower Island News readers. Read 
on and decide whether or not Alma Lee’s 
work has important applications in educat-
ing and engaging the current and future 
generations of public school students.

Borrowing from remarks of the Writers 
Trust of Canada, the Trust writes that Alma 
Lee has been an effective champion of Ca-
nadian authors nd whose advocacy has 
earned her the respect of the entire literary 
community. As founding executive director 
of the Writers’ Trust, she helped outline the 
organization’s initial projects which included 
a series of teaching resources on Canadian 
literature. Many of the organizational objec-
tives she promoted remain cornerstones of 
the Writers’ Trust today – improving oppor-
tunities for talented writers, obtaining funds 
that can be provided to benefit authors, and 

the promotion of Canadian literature. 
As artistic director for more than 17 

years of the Vancouver International Writ-
ers and Readers Festival, Lee developed 
the festival into a hugely successful cel-
ebration of the written word, annually at-
tracting more than 12,000 readers, earning 

Vancouver an international reputation as a 
place where writers and readers are cher-
ished. 

Her accomplishments are inspiring. Her 
dedication has made the Canadian writing 
community stronger and her passion con-
tinues to draw us together.

Alma Lee was the founding artistic di-
rector of the Vancouver International Writ-
ers and Readers Festival, which has been 
one of Granville Island’s most prestigious 
cultural events since its inception in 1988. 
She also was the founding executive direc-
tor of the Writers’ Union of Canada and the 
Writers’ Trust of Canada. 

Lee retired from the Writers Festival in 
2006 to pursue a project to have Vancou-
ver designated as a UNESCO World City of 
Literature. She has served on the Boards 
of AIDS Vancouver and the Alliance for Arts 
& Culture, as well as working with Simon 
Fraser University’s Writing and Publishing 
Program and Centre for Scottish Studies. 
She is a recipient of the Jack Award, YWCA 
Women of Distinction Award, and, in 2004, 

An interview with Alma Lee, C.M., D.Litt.

Toward a more literate future

Alma Lee

Please turn to page 2
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End the exploitation of the mind in the waters.
Don’t buy a ticket!

Orca Network   (Whidbey Island)   
http://www.orcanetwork.org/

The Orca Project   (Florida)  
http://theorcaproject.wordpress.com/

MarineLand Animal Defense (Niagara) 
http://marinelandanimaldefense.com/

Bring L-pod orca Lolita Tokitae home to the Salish Sea

Toward a more literate future, from page 1

she became a Member of the Order of 
Canada.

She has been appointed to the Gran-
ville Island Trust and was Vice-Chair of the 
British Columbia Arts Council. She also 
serves on the board of the Granville Island 
Cultural Society. In 2005 she received an 
Honorary Doctorate of Letters from Simon 
Fraser University and was invested into the 
Order of Canada.

Lee lends her name to the Alma Lee 
Legacy Fund in support of creating a liter-
ate society, raising in excess of one million 
dollars since inception.

Part of the Legacy Fund’s purpose 
serves K-12 grades and seeks to instill 
a passion for reading, writing and learn-
ing among BC students each year. The 
program can put writers in residence into 
schools in small BC communities. Raising 
awareness of all things literate through BC 
schools will create a more literate future for 
the Province of BC and will support many 
aspects of the work that public schools 
must do to support and educate students.

So, back to Lee’s question. Why would 
LIN readers be interested in her career? 
Apart from the distinguished recognition 
that she has received, her imagination and 
energy has created lasting foundations that 
actually deliver measurable value. Because 
of her work more people read books, write 
books, support literature and pass these 
opportunities to the next generations.

Those objectives should be very much 
part of any public education system’s char-
ter.

Alma Lee has no pretention beyond the 
idea that reading and writing can and must 
be actively supported in our communities. 
It’s fair to say that Lee understands that 
we live in shifting times. What worked yes-
terday might not work today. Recognizing 
this she’s found ways to create and adapt 
events, funding mechanisms, boards and 
foundations to keep the focus on core ob-
jectives. 

Adaption seems to be one of Lee’s 
talents and it is the ability to adapt that is 
critical in moving BC’s public school sys-
tem forward, effectively. That means public 
funds being effectively invested by profes-
sional educators.

Public education is not about political 
philosophy. It’s not about privatization of 
schools and expensive remedial tutoring. 
It’s about engaging young minds with broad 
and exciting ideas.

Today schools must show that educa-
tion is not just about fascinating shiny elec-
tronic work-pads and i-phone applications. 
More importantly it’s about the content that 
the electronic device can deliver.

That is what will capture lasting interest. 
Not the colour of the new i-phone.

Alma Lee’s career and experience re-
flects this obvious but too often ignored les-
son and through a lifetime of achievement 
she continues to bring literature – estab-
lished and new – to our communities in BC.

Alma Lee isn’t dwelling on the past, of 
course. She’s very much in the present and 
looking forward. Apart from the City of Van-
couver Book Awards and the Mayor’s Arts 
Awards in November, she is busy prepar-
ing for March 2016 which will see the in-
augural year of the Crime Fiction Festival 
– CUFFED.

Crime writers, readers, fans – and prob-
ably criminals – will engage in more literary 
feasting. This is, by any standard, exciting 
and creative – the very essence of what 
can and should be in our public schools --  
not only in our public squares.

It takes initiative and imagination – and 
flexibility of approach – to create the lasting 
infrastructures within our school systems to 
ensure a literate future. 

Alma Lee continues to show how to im-
pact and improve many public institutions 
and how Canadian writers can capture 
minds both young and old. If schooling is 
about capturing minds then Alma Lee is an 
expert.

She left me with this thought. She can’t 
believe that Vancouver has still not fulfilled 
its opportunity to become a UNESCO des-
ignated World City of Literature, joining the 
ranks of Edinburgh, Dublin, Melbourne and 
so many other important cities around the 
globe.

There’s still much work to be done to 
preserve and promote a literate future in 
Canada and BC. Alma Lee will continue to 
be leading the way. 

                                          

The 2014 Cowichan Green Commu-
nity’s (CGC) Green Superhero Award 
winners were finally unmasked during the 
CGC’s Annual General Meeting at the Dun-
can Christian Reformed Church June 17.

CGC’s Green Superhero 
Awards recognize and celebrate incredible 
people in the Cowichan Region who do 
remarkable work when it comes to taking 
care of the environment. A Green Superhe-
ro can be anyone who is creating positive 
change for the environment. Whether it is 
riding a bicycle every day, growing organic 
food, or recycling and re-purposing junk, 
these actions help us get one step closer 
to a happier and healthier planet.

CGC’s Green Superheroes were se-
lected from the following categories; indi-
vidual, youth, and team, with this year’s 
Green Superheroes being Sandy McPher-
son, Queen Margaret’s School’s Green 
Team, and One Cowichan. 

Sandy McPherson has been such 
an inspirational woman in the Cowichan 
community. Always riding her bicycle, rain 
or shine, she has dedicated hundreds of 
hours helping out at the Garden Pantry 
Thrift Store, and in numerous projects and 
community groups such as Transition Co-
wichan, the North Cowichan Climate Ac-
tion Plan Committee, the Cowichan Valley 
Peace Pole Project, and volunteering once 
a month with the Meals on the Ground pro-
gram. 

The Queen Margaret School Green 
Team joined CGC every Monday to help out with their new Food Forest, which is being 
installed behind The Station on 360 Duncan Street. They are also involved with building a 
community garden at their school and are focusing on removing invasive plants. The QMS 
Green Team is a perfect role model to inspire and motivate other youth in the community 
to take action and create change.

One Cowichan continues to work on Local Water Control in the Region. They created 
“The River Petition” asking for more local control of the Cowichan River. They also started 
a Vote Pledge Campaign, which resulted in over 1500 citizens pledging to vote for local 
control of the watershed. Their overall ability to inspire, rally, and empower people to stand 
up with them is remarkable. As a result of their Stand Up for BC Campaign to stop the 
Enbridge pipeline project, 16 working groups throughout the Cowichan Region have been 
formed to gather enough signatures to deny provincial permits to the pipeline. Overall their 
work is inspirational and such a value to the Cowichan community. 

More information about this year’s Green Superheroes can be found on CGC’s website, www.co-
wichangreencommunity.org and Facebook page, www.facebook.com/cowichangreencommunity. Or 
contact CGC at 250-748-8506 or info@cowichangreencommunity.org

Cowichan Green Community’s 
Green Superhero Award Winners

Sandy McPherson shows off her Green 
Superhero Award.

Queen 
Margaret 
School Green 
Team  is 
involved 
in building 
a commu-
nity garden at 
their school, 
among other 
green activi-
ties.

One 
Cowichan 
works on 
water 
control  in 
the region, 
and started 
a vote 
pledge 
campaign.

Cowichan Valley NDP 
Constituency Association

will hold its

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, October 4

at 2:00 p.m.
at the Duncan United Church.

Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats

Annual General Meeting
 With Guest Speaker

Spencer Chandra-Herbert  MLA Vancouver-West End, Opposition critic for Environment   
 

Sun, Sep 28 | Registration 1:30pm AGM 2-3:30pm
Oaklands Community Centre, 2827 Belmont

SEP28
Stay in touch! VSLPres@telus.net or 

Box 282 1681 Hillside Ave. Victoria B.C. V8T 2C1
VICTORIA-SWAN LAKE

SEP28

THE M WORD....CONVERSATIONS 
ABOUT MOTHERHOOD, Kerry Clare, 
editor, Goose Lane Publishers.

THIS book is a wonderful collection of 
the works of Canada’s best young female 
writers.   It makes it possible for readers 
of either sex to appreciate the role of the 
mother.             --Ron MacIsaac. 

Ron reviews:
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UNITED 
FOR  FULLY FUNDED PUBLIC EDUCATION 

Greater Victoria School District SD61 Needs:

www.unitedsd61.com

PLEASE SUPPORT
SD 61’s PROGRESSIVE COALITION

A strategic plan that guides 
SD61 into the future

A Trustee-led Budget Committee 
for increased transparency

Public engagement on class size, 
composition and learning support

Student and parent voices 
in the decision making process

DIANE MCNALLY
DEBORAH NOHR

EDITH LORING-KUHANGA
JORDAN WATTERS

ROB PAYNTER

By Starla Anderson

The creation of a “Silver Alert System” 
for missing seniors, similar to the “Amber 
Alert System” that has proven to be suc-
cessful in helping to find lost children, was 
the topic of a panel discussion at the 55+ 
Centre on Cordova Bay Road June 12, 
sponsored by the Saanich South Provincial 
NDP Association. 

Tthe panel was made up of MLA Katrine 
Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West and Op-
position Critic for Seniors; Saanich Police 
Sergeant Nick Ross; and community lead-
er, Sabba Sall

Saanich South MLA Lana Popham in-
troduced the panelists and along with them, 
shared stories of personal experiences 
about senior family members with dementia 
who had wandered from home and couldn’t 
find their way back.  All spoke in support of 
NDP MLA Selina Robinson’s Bill M 202 - 
2014, the Silver Alert Act, 2014 which she 
introduced to the legislature in March. 

In the Bill, “Silver Alert” is defined as 
“a program that is a voluntary cooperative 
plan between provincial law enforcement 
agencies and various partners who work 
together to increase collaboration in an ef-
fort to safely recover missing persons with 
a cognitive impairment.” For more details, 
go to https://www.leg.bc.ca/40th2nd/1st_
read/m202-1.htm)

Sergeant Ross talked about how BC 
provincial demographics have a higher per-
centage of seniors than ever before and 
that many are in need of protective support.  
Besides medical concerns including di-
verse forms of dementia, seniors face such 
threats as scams, identity theft, domestic 
violence, and being taken advantage of 
financially.  Ross said that a “Silver Alert” 
system would be very helpful to investiga-
tors who are already busy addressing these 
threats to seniors as well as locating those 
with dementia who have gone missing.

Ross advised that family caregivers of 
seniors who could need help should have 
on hand a note with the senior’s height, 
weight, eye colour, hair colour, age, date 
of birth, banking information, how to lo-

cate friends, routines, and patterns of be-
haviour—as well as phone number and 
address.  He suggested that keeping this 
information on an electronic file along with 
a photograph makes it easy to forward it 
to police who are being called on for as-
sistance.

Sabba Sall spoke about how so many 
elders immigrate to Canada to be with their 
children and they not only are unable to 
communicate with those who do not speak 
their languages, but they find themselves 
in a society where the routines they lived 
during their previous lives do not work well.  

Sall told of how Indian people love to 
walk and for many who lived in villages 
most of their lives this was not a problem 
even for those with dementia—everyone 
knew them and would invite them in for 
tea and then walk them home.  He said, 
“We were taught to look after our parents 
and keep them at home until we no longer 
could.”  

Sall shared a story of an elderly rela-

tion living in Surrey who wandered from 
home into nearby woods, got turned 
around and lost, and wasn’t found un-
til 3:30 in the morning.  When his story 
came to its conclusion, Sall emphatically 
urged, “This Silver Alert Bill is overdue.”

Katrine Conroy said that at present 
there are 70,000 seniors in BC diag-
nosed with dementia and that there are 
many others with this condition who have 
not been diagnosed.   She said that 300 
individuals with Alzheimer’s, one form of 
dementia, went missing in 2013 and so 
the need for the Silver Alert concept is 
evident.   

Conroy gave statistics that these lost 
individuals were usually found 2.5 kilo-
metres from the radius of their homes 

but they walked in circles, not recognizing 
where they needed to make a turn, or even 
that they were walking in circles.

Conroy stated that the Alzheimers’ 
society encourages families to use track-
ing tools such as Medic Alert and Safe at 
Home but there are some privacy issues 
that need to be addressed when individuals 
are under surveillance.    

In Victoria, Project Lifesaver is attempt-
ing to integrate policing resources—the 
RCMP and local police—along with Search 
and Rescue.  Conroy said that these efforts 
have systemic problems and that BC’s first 
Seniors Advocate, Isobel Mackenzie, ap-
pointed in March, will be looking at it. 

Conroy enthusiastically supported the 
Silver Alert Bill, but she expressed concern 
that in implementing it, once it is passed, 
citizens will need to be educated to under-
stand that the call for help should be re-
stricted to serious situations. She said that 
there is a danger that people might become 
immune to the alert.

Following the panelists’ presentations, 
those in attendance shared some of their 
own personal stories of the anxieties of car-
ing for family members with dementia. 

One audience participant suggested 
that besides the Silver Alert system, it 
would be helpful for neighbours to help one 
another through a type of Block Watch pro-
gram to give support to a family attempt-
ing to keep their loved one afflicted with 
dementia at home.  Panelists and others in 
the audience agreed.

Appreciation was shown to Popham 
and all of the panelists as well as the mem-
bers of the Saanich South NDP Associa-
tion’s policy and local issues working group 
who organized the event: chair Hanny Pan-
nekoek, Ellen Godfrey, Bill Graham, and 
Gerd Braune.  

Discussion continued over refresh-
ments.

Early passage of Silver Alert Act urged at forum

Panelists discussing a proposed Silver Alert Act are (left to right) community leader 
Sabba Sall, MLA Katrine Conroy (Opposion Critic for Seniors), Saanich South MLA 
Lana Popham, and Sanich Police Sergeant Nick Ross.    -                  --Photo by Samuel Godfrey

Last fall the City of Victoria launched a 
Cycling Task Force to update Victoria’s Bi-
cycle Master Plan.  With technical experts 
from the cycling community, city staff, May-
or Dean Fortin and Councillors Marianne 
Alto and Ben Isitt, the task forces engaged 
more than 2800 Victorians on how to im-
prove existing cycling infrastructure and 
really make cycling a viable mode of trans-
portation. 

The feedback received from current 
cyclists and currently non-rider (“prospec-
tive”) cyclists was similar -- safety is the 
largest barrier. 

 The top recommendations were to 
physically separate cyclists from motor ve-
hicle traffic on arterial streets, to add quiet-
er, local roads to the network and introduce 
more traffic calming measures on these 
quieter roads.  Residents told the task forc-
es to create “all ages and abilities” routes 
offering a low-stress, high-quality cycling 

experience with traffic calming measures, 
physical separation and safer intersections 
and crossings.

The City is working to make cycling “ir-
resistible” through good connections to key 
destinations and an overall high quality of 
experience.  Highlights of the updated cy-
cling network include:
• Better connections to and within down-
town
• All public schools, community centres 
and senior centres are connected
• Urban villages and town centres are all 
on or within one block of a cycling route

The new plan provides additional im-
provement projects for 2014, directs six cy-
cling improvements areas to be implement-
ed over the next five years, and guides 
improvements in the next 25 years.  

Check out the whole plan at http://www.
victoria.ca/EN/main/community/cycling.
html. 

Keyword for Victoria’s new cycling 
master plan: irresistible!

The ranks of Canada’s millionaires 
(people with over $1 million in financial as-
sets, excluding their principle residence) 
grew by 7.2 percent last year, rising to 
320,000 according to the World Wealth Re-
port. That’s less than 1 percent of Canada’s 
population of 35 million.

The number of North America’s rich 
climbed 16 percent to 4.2 million people in 
2013. That is 0.79 percent of the 529 mil-
lion people on the continent. This group 
held $14.9 trillion of investable assets, the 
report said. The wealth of the world’s mil-
lionaires rose 14 percent to a record $52.6 
trillion last year.

Meanwhile, Statistics Canada says that 
Canadians owe just over $1.63 for every $1 
in disposable income they earn in a year. 
That’s slightly down from $164.1 for every 
dollar earned, the record high set in 2013.

Heavily indebted households are still 
dangerously exposed to any increase in in-
terest rates, especially if house prices drop, 
as expected in the next few years. 

So that’s how it goes in the wonderful 
world of winners and losers in the global 
“free enterprise” economy. --BW

Of millionaires and debtors

Ron reviews:
IN ANTARCTICA...AN AMUNDSEN PIL-
GRIMAGE, by J. Ruzesky, NIGHTWOOD 
EDITIONS

 The author, a relative of the famed 
explorer, using the late explorer›s diaries, 
duplicated the hazardous trip and produced 
an interesting and exciting record of his 
voyage to the pole.  

For a chilling read get this book.
                               --Ron MacIsaac
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As others see it

“My opinion is, that power should always be mistrusted, in whatever 
hands it is placed.”            -- William Jones.  English jurist. 1746-1794

How did it get so bad?
The recent Parks Canada event in Victoria commemorated the outbreak of World 

War 1, complete with people in jolly period costumes,  but the real message is that on 
August 4, 1914, the bottle containing the twin genies of power and conflict was uncorked 
and nobody has been able contain them since.  

In a sobering message, entitled, “More bangs for the buck”, the Royal Aeronautical 
Society reported, “In the past 15 years or so, the demand for precision weapons from air 
forces around the world has intensified.”  You can say that again!  Just ask the people 
of Syria, Iraq, Libya and other countries whose “Arab Spring” has turned into a hellish 
non-stop winter of discontent; or most recently the grieving relatives of the people on 
Malaysian Airlines MH17.

Emma Lazarus wrote of the “huddled masses yearning to breathe free”.  Too often 
since 1914, the road to freedom has been hijacked by whichever strongman could grab 
power and keep it.  And what happens when we in “the west” don’t like the strongman 
who emerges?  We bomb him, because that seems to be the only answer we have – 
except that usually the people who get bombed are those huddled masses.  They may 
yearn to breathe free but it seems that “freedom” to western politicians (usually the right-
wing ones) means unrestrained capitalism and freedom for a few to exploit the many.  

Reports show that ordinary people who are being helped on the way to “freedom” 
by laser guided bombs, depleted uranium tank shells, or masked gunmen in a Toyota 
pick-up truck have a different imperative.  They just want the strongmen, warlords, jihad-
ists, rebels, freedom fighters, or separatists – call them what you will -- to leave them in 
peace, let them tend their farms, go to work, educate their children and live without fear.  

These attitudes, expressed by people throughout history, mirror the “Four Freedoms” 
expressed by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 1941, later enshrined in the United Nations Char-
ter; Freedom of worship, Freedom of speech and expression, Freedom from want and 
Freedom from fear.

Canadian John Peter Humphreys, then UN Director of Human Rights, expanded 
them into what became the UN Bill of Human Rights which has the force of international 
law.  Sadly, many signatory countries do not practice what they preach; other countries 
oppose it because it does not mirror Sharia law (which conflicts with the four freedoms).  
Even Canada is found wanting and Stephen Harper and John Baird undermine it with 
their anti-UN tirades.  Bizarrely, a recent Times Colonist article implied that the alleged 
wrongdoings of ex-Alberta Premier Alison Redford can be blamed on the UN!

Immense areas of conflict engulf north, equatorial and sub-Saharan Africa, the 
Middle East, Afghanistan, Pakistan, part of Burma and Ukraine.  Much goes unreported 
in Canada such as the bloody conflict in South Sudan. 

Looking back to August 1914, we might say “if only”.  If only WW1 had not happened 
and the tottering Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman empires had staggered along and meta-
morphosed into the sort of federation that most of Europe became.  If British and French 
machinations to carve up the Ottoman Empire and the insincere promises to Arabs and 
Jews had not happened.  If the Romanovs had had the common sense to allow Russia 
and the Ukraine to develop from an autocracy into an inclusive democracy.  But it did not 
happen and we are stuck with the sins of our fathers and grandfathers.

The war in Gaza has plumbed the abyss of total futility.  As The Guardian reported, 
“Palestinians and Israelis are saddled with leaders who make their people less, not 
more secure.”  It is pointless to demonize ordinary Israelis or Palestinians.  The Israeli 
leadership has missed opportunities for dialogue and continues to build more West Bank 
settlements.  Hamas leaders stick to their goal of destroying Israel and although most of 
Gaza’s 1.7 million people did not vote for them, have only one tactic; fire endless rockets 
into Israel and use energy, money and the cement intended for people’s houses, to build 
tunnels to assassinate or kidnap Israelis.  

Eventually, this affront to everything the UN stands for will end, but with how much 
bloodshed?  Northern Ireland took 300 years.  Heaven forbid that happens in the Middle 
East.  

Western leaders have monumentally failed to understand the Middle East or the 
Islamic World, while the same Islamic world needs to take a hard look at itself.  For 
example – Libya; which, like Iraq has descended into utter chaos after intervention by 
western powers.  Speaking in Tripoli three years ago, after British. American, French and 
Canadian fighter bombers had demolished the Gadhafi regime, British Prime Minister 
David Cameron said that the outcome would “give an example to others about what tak-
ing back your country can mean.”  Some example!

In Ukraine Vladimir Putin has much to answer for, but he is president of Russia for 
another four years and his approval ratings among Russians are at a level that Stephen 
Harper can only dream of.  Like it or not, engagement of Ukraine, Russia and the West 
should have started a year ago, before the Kiev street protesters, with Canadian and 
western backing, overthrew the government, but without a plan to put something work-
able in its place.  

Russia and the West are now treading the most dangerous ground since the Cold 
War; almost 300 people were murdered when MH17 was shot down, 300,000 displaced, 
others dead, or hostages to warlords with nicknames like “The Demon” or “The Shooter”.  
Perhaps Putin is even trying to make amends by sending aid – while NATO snarls suspi-
cions.  In the end, it may be the quiet tenacity of German chancellor Angela Merkel who 
can really hurt Russia economically, that finally brings Putin to the table. 

Current world events make life in BC seem pretty tame, but in their own way, power 
and conflict are well entrenched here, with Premier Christy Clark having declared war 
on the public education system, school-children, the healthcare system and indeed the 
whole social contract.  Little wonder that people are now universally referred to as “indi-
viduals” by officialdom or those in authority.  The concept of community and the public 
good has no place in the BC Liberal vocabulary.  

As the municipal elections loom in November, Clark’s failure to put limits on election 
spending means that  the elections can be bought by corporate interest groups with their 
own agendas, for a four- year term.  Citizens beware!                  -- DJO 

By Jim Silver

Young Winnipeg North End activists 
hailed it as the latest example of “North End 
Rising”. That was the response when Pre-
mier Selinger announced on June 24 that 
the provincial government is investing more 
than $9 million in the redevelopment of the 
old Merchants Hotel and six adjoining lots 
on Selkirk and Pritchard Avenues. At the 
heart of what will be called Merchants Cor-
ner is an innovative educational strategy, 
prompting Minister of Children and Youth 
Opportunities, Kevin Chief, to use the 
phrase “beer bottles to books”. Whatever 
slogan is used, this is an exciting initiative.

The Merchants Hotel, for years a mag-
net for criminal activity and a symbol of 
what was negative in the North End, was 
shut down in April, 2012. People in the 
neighbourhood are still talking about how 
peaceful the area now is. With the pre-
mier’s announcement, there is much more 
to come.

Merchants Corner will include 30 units 
of rent-geared-to-income housing for stu-
dents with children. This alone is enor-
mously important given the severe short-
age of decent affordable housing in the 
inner city.

On the main floor of Merchants Corner, 
the University of Winnipeg’s Department 
of Urban and Inner-City Studies will share 
space with the North End high school sup-
port program, Community Education De-
velopment Association-Pathways to Edu-
cation. Urban and Inner-City Studies will 
schedule classes daily until 3:30-4:00 PM; 
the high school students will do their after-
school programming from then until 8:00-
8:30 PM, using the same classrooms.

The fact that they will be studying in a 
university space, in their neighbourhood, 
and that 40-50 percent of the university stu-
dents they see in that space will be Aborigi-
nal or newcomers or inner-city residents, 
means that for North End high school stu-
dents, attending university will increasingly 
become “normalized”. This is not the case 
today. In some North End neighbourhoods 
only 25 percent of young people are gradu-
ating high school, and university is seen by 
many as not being for “people like us”.

Merchants Corner will also include a 
community space where, among other ac-
tivities, literacy programming for neighbour-
hood pre-school children will be offered by 
Frontier College. The result will be educa-
tion from 8:30 AM to 8:30 PM and from pre-
school to high school to post-secondary. 
Books will replace beer bottles all day and 
for all ages.

Urban and Inner-City Studies will contin-
ue with our successful community outreach 
campaign, directed at the wide variety of 
community-based organizations and high 

schools, and in future junior high schools, 
in the inner city. CEDA-Pathways is already 
present in North End junior high and high 
schools. When Merchants Corner is up and 
running we will bring inner-city residents 
and high school and junior high school stu-
dents into the beautiful new space—locat-
ed right in their neighbourhood—to further 
normalize the idea of higher education.  

Merchants Corner, while significant in 
its own right, will also be part of an emerg-
ing “North End Community Campus”, which 
includes the University of Manitoba’s Inner 
City Social Work Program, the outstanding 
Aboriginal adult education program, Urban 
Circle Training Centre, which works in col-
laboration with Red River College, and the 
recently constructed Makoonsag Intergen-
erational Childcare Centre, which offers 
first preference to children whose parents 
are attending one of these educational in-
stitutions. All of these institutions are situ-
ated in a one block area on Selkirk Avenue. 
The student housing and childcare respond 
to two of the major barriers to higher educa-
tion. The educational methods used differ 
in important respects from those in main-
stream educational institutions, and have 
proved to work well. Graduation rates are 
high. Lives are being changed.

The redevelopment of the old Mer-
chants Hotel into Merchants Corner is a 
good example of what works well in the 
inner city. The North End community has 
come together for the past two and a half 
years as the Merchants Corner Steering 
Committee—which includes some 30 North 
End organizations—to develop the vision 
and the plan for Merchants Corner, while 
the provincial government has closely fol-
lowed this work, participating in the Steer-
ing Committee but following the lead of 
the community, and once satisfied with the 
business plan, has invested public dollars 
in the project. 

The beauty of this initiative is that the 
provincial investment will be paid back in 
full and then some, in the form of the higher 
taxes paid by those who benefit from im-
proved education and the reduced expen-
ditures on social assistance and criminal 
justice costs, as ever more people gradu-
ate from high school, pursue the path of 
higher education and move into the paid 
labour force.

Merchants Corner is a genuine part-
nership between a community determined 
to work hard to improve the opportunities 
available to community members, and a 
provincial government far-sighted enough 
to see that an investment now will produce 
returns far into the future. 

The redevelopment of the old Mer-
chants Hotel makes good sense and is 
good news—for all of us.

Beer bottles to books; 
remaking Merchant’s corner
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We welcome your  letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, photos, and 
anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive readers. Please mail 
them to the Editor, at Box 311-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, email them 
to dale_young@telus.net, or phone 250-384-7621.

Friends of the Lower Island News
Thanks to the fundraiser held in May, and regular donors, the LIN’s finan-

cial situation is much improved. However fundraising is a year-long process, 
and we have to continue to ask  you to support the LIN, if you can.

Below we gratefully acknowledge the financial help that Friends of the 
Lower Island News have provided since the last issue in June.

 Faye Nelson   $25
 Manabu Masuda   $100
 John Bell   $25
 John Easton   $100
 Marilyn Paquin   $25
 Jennifer Dyck   $25
 Elizabeth Rutherford  $15

    If you like this issue of the LIN , want it to continue to be published and can af-
ford to give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send 
us a cheque, whatever amount you can afford. All donations, large and small, 
will be appreciated..

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 
Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. 
Please indicate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we cannot  take 
credit card donations, or give tax receipts. Thank you!

          Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

THE UNION ADVANTAGE  
IN Victoria
There were 54,200 union members working in and around Victoria in 2012,  
35% of all employees. Their weekly payroll of $51.3 million accounted for 41% of the total for 
the whole community.

On average, unionized workers earned $5.33/hour more than non-union employees. 
That union advantage translated into an extra $11.2 million every week paid into the 
local economy to support local businesses and community services.

Union Wage Contribution to the Local Economy *
Average hourly wage for workers with unions $27.33

Average hourly wage for workers without unions $22.00

Union Advantage for Canadian workers $5.33/hour

How many workers are union members? 54,200

Union members as % of all employees 35%

Total weekly payroll for all workers with unions $51.3 million

Above as % of total community weekly payroll 41%

What the Union Advantage provides to the local economy $11.2 million/week
*Based on the average annual wages for 2012 in the local Census Metropolitan Area (Statistics Canada).  

UNION MEMBERSHIP 
among all local employees

35%

$5.33/hour UNION ADVANTAGE
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UNIONS BARGAIN FOR FAIR WAGES 
The difference in average hourly earnings

Labour Day Picnic
11am – 3pm, Monday Sept 2 at Irving Park

(corner of Menzies & Michigan, in James Bay)

Everyone Welcome!
Kids Eat Free!
Kids’ Activities
Information booths

INFORMATION
250 384 8331

vlcbc@telus.net

Special
Musical Guests!

 11am – 3pm, Monday Sept 1 at Irving Park

 King Mixers King Mixers

Is it time?
New Democrats for Fairness and Transparency (NDFT) is a group of both long-

time and relatively recent NDP members who oppose the federal NDP’s unjust rejec-
tion of two nomination candidates in the Nanaimo-Ladysmith electoral district. 

Both rejected candidates joined the nomination race in good faith and both have 
excellent credentials. After passing muster at the constituency level, their names, 
along with those of others, were submitted to the Federal NDP for what was sup-
posed be an efficient and simple vetting process. To our shock, and after waiting 
several weeks, both candidates were rejected by the federal NDP.

Furthermore, both candidates were told they would not receive the reasons for 
their rejection in writing as these reasons are, according to the NDP national direc-
tor, “confidential”. One candidate was told verbally that he was rejected because of 
his comments, which were critical of the party when it did not speak up in support of 
his father, Jim Manly (a former MP) when Jim was kidnapped and arrested by the 
Israeli government. The other candidate was told his position on the legal status of 
Vancouver Island was unacceptable because of the impact it might have on Quebec 
sovereignty.

Neither candidate has received any reason for their rejection in writing. As a re-
sult, both rejected candidates have had to endure a smear campaign initiated by the 
federal NDP party as the public speculates on why they were rejected. 

We do not speak for either of these candidates, but we have formed New Demo-
crats for Fairness and Transparency (NDFT) to address the lack of a clearly demo-
cratic vetting process for prospective candidates. Our goals are as follows: 

•	 reversal of the rejection of the two candidates in Nanaimo Ladysmith; and, 
•	 an apology to both candidates for the abuse they have suffered.
•	 Furthermore, we intend to address the vetting process at convention to en-

sure this never happens again.
In the course of these actions, NDFT members are also discussing the party’s 

rightward drift, the centralization of power in the party and the betrayal of traditional 
NDP policy and goals. We see party members leaving the party in disgust over the 
unjust vetting process. And we see the party, speechless on social justice issues, 
entering an era of unprecedented corruption in its misguided attempt to elect more 
NDP candidates. 

Many of us are wondering if it is time for a new party. Or is it time for a revolt within 
the party? It’s certainly time to make the party accountable and democratic. fair and 
transparent.

As loyal NDP members we cannot stand by and watch the ideals, principles and 
policies  painstakingly developed by our chosen representatives over the years being 
eroded by undemocratic process without taking a stand.

We will work for a party that practices our principles and stands behind our poli-
cies, not an opportunistic organization whose first goal is power.

Please visit our website at www.nd4ft.wordpress.com and email us at ndfair-
nesst@gmail.com

lan Goldenblatt                                                                                                                                                           
New Democrats for Fairness and Transparency,  Nanaimo/Ladysmith.

War reparations against Israel for its 
war on Palestine

A definition from Wikipedia:
War reparations are payments intended to cover damage or injury inflicted dur-

ing a war.    
In this case the current Israeli-Palestinian War still continues.  
War reparations would focus world attention on the war crimes and crimes 

against humanity committed by both sides and will pressure the combatants to the 
peace table.   This is a concrete issue around which We the Peoples of the World, 
We the 99%ers, can demonstrate our collective numbers to pressure our govern-
ments to act to achieve this.

War reparations would be assigned by the International Criminal Court.
Global repulsion against Israel for its disproportionate use of modern military 

weapons against the defenceless Palestinian people is at the same level as repul-
sion against the Holocaust.  The 99%ers of the world could use our “people power”, 
our overwhelming numbers over the 1% elites  to not only impose war reparations 
but to force the termination of the Israeli-Palestinian War.

War reparations would raise the public’s awareness of Israel’s crimes against 
humanity and focus the world’s attention on Israel’s continuing war crimes against 
Palestinians.  

Assigning war reparations, if successful, would hasten the end of this war, and 
also act as a deterrent for future wars by raising the ‘cost of war’. 

 If successful, it would also be an example of the power of the We the People, We 
the 99%ers, We the Sleeping Giant.

Gerry Masuda
Duncan

The next issue of the Lower Island News will be a pre-municipal elections issue. 
Deadline for submitting advertising and articles will be Friday, October 17. For  further 
information and to submit articles and ads, email dale_young@telus.net.
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Bill Hartley Insurance Services
“Providing peace of mind since 1950”

• Special Hobby Farm Packages 
• Home • Auto • Commercial 
• Travel • Marine • RRSPs 
• Life • Mortgage Cancellation

Bill Hartley Insurance Services
2420 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4L7 www.hartleyinsurance.com
Phone 250-388-5014 • Fax 250-388-4277  Email info@hartleyinsurance.com

Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at 

olsendj@shaw.ca

OUR READERS WRITE AND OP/EDS

ESQUIMALT-SAANICH-SOOKE 
NEW DEMOCRATS

Stay in touch with your Executive!
Write to P.O. Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals Road,

Victoria, B.C.  V9A 2P8
or e-mail your president, Jared Butcher,

 at jared.butcher2010@gmail.com

ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.com
www.saanichgulfislandsndp.ca

Saanich Gulf-Islands

ELECTION 2015
As little as  

$10  n
will help the NDP  

REPLACE THE HARPER  
GOVERNMENT with one that 

is accountable and fair.

Can you think of a better use 
for your hard-earned money? 

 
Contact us today to become a 
monthly donor to the SGI NDP

per
month

By Dale Perkins

People of conscience are dumbfounded 
to know what we can do about the ongo-
ing violence and despair that has Palestin-
ians and Israelis “by the throat”. Some of us 
demonstrate, some of us pray to a higher 
being to intercede. Some of us simply try 
and ignore it all, hoping the whole mess will 
go away and leave us alone.

It is affecting us all, in one way or an-
other. We know the killings and destruction 
must stop.  Somebody in some high office 
with power and authority must step in and 
say – “ENOUGH!” 

The “blaming game” is a quick and sim-

ple response for some:  “Thomas Mulcair 
should speak out against the senseless 
violence and mayhem perpetrated by Ben-
jamin Netanyahu and his government...” 
(and usually with the added caveat) “and 
since he hasn’t I will burn my membership 
card in the NDP.”  

Of course the same might be said of 
Elizabeth May and her party, or Justin 
Trudeau and his party. It makes it conve-
nient for the many to declare – “a plague 
on their houses!” – and then stomp off in a 
righteous rage.

I am reminded of my visit to Palestine/
Israel last year, and a conversation I had 
with an Israeli Jew whose weekly mis-
sion was to work with Bedouins who were 
squatting east of Jerusalem.  She detested 

Israeli Prime minister Netanyahu, and said 
(in no uncertain terms) he should be put in 
prison as a Warmonger.  

That was a sobering realization that not 
all Israeli Jews supported Netanyahu and 
his government’s policies and actions.  And 
it was contrary to what many Zionists say 
that to oppose Netanyahu’s government’s 
policies and practices is to be anti Semitic.  
That would be like saying that to oppose 
Stephen Harper’s government’s policies 
and practices would be “anti Christian” 
(Stephen Harper and many of his cabinet 
call themselves Christian).

The Israeli government and Judaism 
are not the same thing. 

Pointing fingers with righteous indig-
nation and disassociating ourselves from 

What can I/we do about the tragic confrontation in Palestine/Israel happening now? 
groups or leaders who aren’t saying what 
we want them to say may provide us with 
some momentary comfort, but it matters 
not an iota to the children, women and vic-
tims of the genocide happening there now. 

For our own humanity and wellbeing 
we must state unequivocally that the may-
hem and violence must stop now.  Then the 
tough work begins to unravel the centuries-
long entanglements that have brought 
about the horror and obscene violence 
happening there as we write and read. 

Let us insist on it – in whatever ways we 
have at our disposal.  May it be so.  Amen.

The Rev. Dale Perkins is a retired United Church 
minister.

workers, despite the significant growth of 
this sector.

Recent years have seen a shift away 
from the standard employment relation-
ship of permanent work, and towards a 
labour market increasingly characterized 
by non-standard employment. Temporary 
employment (including contract, seasonal, 
casual and temp agency work) is on the 
rise in British Columbia—accounting for 
40% of post-recession job creation (2009-
2013), and growing more rapidly than per-
manent jobs. But we should think twice 
about this type of job growth.

Temp agency workers—who are sup-
plied by an employment agency to a third-
party client—experience a high degree 
of precariousness because of the limited 
duration of employment, high risk of termi-
nation, lack of control over working con-
ditions, unequal treatment under the law, 
and low incomes. Particularly alarming, 
existing employment standards are not 
enforced. According to my recent survey, 
as of April 2014 approximately two-thirds 
of Lower Mainland employment agencies 
were found to be unlicensed.

Put simply, this work is highly precari-
ous and many temp workers live in pover-
ty—in 2004, total yearly median earnings 
for temporary agency workers in Canada 
was $7,850, compared to $31,360 for per-
manent employees. But while poverty is 
a reality for many workers, the industry is 
booming in BC and across Canada. Oper-
ating revenues in BC increased from $355 
million in 2004 to $675 million in 2012—
surely they can afford to maintain mini-
mum employment standards.

Although temp work is often defended 
as a “foot in the door”, workers tell of the 
challenges transitioning into full-time, per-
manent employment. This is not only due 
to a lacklustre job market; workers’ labour 
market mobility is constrained by “buy-out” 
clauses that require employers to pay a 
fee to agencies if they wish to hire temp 
workers directly. Employers should be en-
couraged–not penalized–when they want 
to directly hire workers and make invest-
ments in the labour force.

Luckily, BC can look to other jurisdic-
tions that have successfully modernized 
legislation to improve economic security 

By Andrew Longhurst
 

Imagine you just got a new job. But in-
stead of a permanent job for an indefinite 
period of time, you are told that this near-
minimum wage job will last four weeks, 
but could end at any point without notice, 
and the exact hours per week are to be 
determined. Your assignment might be 
extended, but maybe not, making it dif-
ficult to pursue other employment or to 
juggle family responsibilities. It’s unclear 
who your actual employer is—the firm 
supervising you, or the agency that sent 
you there. In fact, you’re not sure who 
is legally responsible for respecting your 
workplace rights. Although you do simi-
lar work, your colleagues receive higher 
wages and benefits. Would you want this 
job?

Yet this is typical of temporary agency 
work—a type of temporary employment 
that is often precarious and economically 
insecure. Although there has rightly been 
much focus of late on temporary foreign 
workers, very little attention has been paid 
to the realities of local temporary agency 

for vulnerable workers. The BC govern-
ment needs to update the Employment 
Standards Act to address the realities of 
today’s labour market. Much of the current 
legislation was drafted when non-standard 
forms of employment were less common.

We should ensure equal treatment 
of temp agency workers, including pay, 
statutory and employer-sponsored ben-
efits and working conditions—they should 
not be second-class workers. All workers 
in BC should be entitled to basic employ-
ment standards like notice of termination 
and severance pay. Employment agencies 
should provide greater clarity about length 
of assignments and working conditions, 
so temp workers are in a better position to 
advocate for their rights. Agencies need to 
be responsible for the costs of minimum 
employment standards, rather than down-
loading financial and time insecurities onto 
workers.

And importantly, temp workers’ rights 
should not solely exist on paper. Through 
active enforcement and regular inspec-
tions of temp agencies, the Employment 
Standards Branch must ensure that agen-
cies are in compliance with labour legisla-
tion. And while the recent minimum wage 
increase is certainly a step in the right di-
rection, it still is not enough to keep these 
workers out of poverty. Modernizing and 
properly enforcing employment standards, 
and further increasing the minimum wage 
will reduce the precarious nature of temp 
work.

It is time to address the realities of the 
labour market by implementing solutions 
that ensure greater fairness in the economy 
and deliver economic security in our com-
munities.

 
Andrew Longhurst is author of a new re-
port, Precarious: Temporary Agency Work 
in British Columbia. He conducted this re-
search while serving as the Rosenbluth 
Intern in Policy Research at the BC office 
of the Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives.

CCPA BC Office  is located at 1400-207 West Hastings 
Street Vancouver, BC V6B 1H7; telephone: 604-801-
5121 ;fax:604-801-5122.

Precarious temp agency work requires public policy attention
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By Alistair MacGregor

The creation of Cowichan-Malahat-Langford from parts of 
what were once two very different and distinct areas (Nanai-
mo-Cowichan and Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca) has altered the 
political landscape on southern Vancouver Island, creating a 
new test for the Conservative-NDP rivalry that has defined 
this part of Canada for years.

While the Conservatives and NDP will again be the ma-
jor players for the seat, it will be folly to ignore a resurgent 
Trudeau-led Liberal party and a Green party membership 
that is so geographically close to Elizabeth May’s riding of 
Saanich-Gulf Islands.  Conservatives will be relying on vote-
splitting among the progressive parties for their path to victory 
here.

Despite the danger of vote-splitting, the politics on the 
national scene should give progressives some hope.  Ste-
phen Harper is a deeply unpopular prime minister, and in the 
last eight years the Conservative government has produced 
a laundry list of ideologically-driven policies, implemented 
questionable and irresponsible fiscal choices (see Harper’s 
8-year report card from January 22, 2014 on the Ottawa Citi-
zen website), and engaged in highly-partisan, vicious attacks 
on any person or organization it perceives to be an enemy.  

Cowichan-Malahat-Langford NDP members will nominate 
their candidate in the near future, and this choice will play a 
major role in winning this riding.  We need a candidate who is 
ready to hit the ground running, who has the passion, drive, 
knowledge, and skill to engage with a diverse range of the 
electorate, and who has the experience to immediately be ef-
fective in the role of Member of Parliament-in-waiting.  

I am one of the candidates for the NDP nomination in 
Cowichan-Malahat-Langford, and I firmly believe that we can 
and will win this riding in the 2015 federal election.  I have 
worked in Jean Crowder’s Nanaimo-Cowichan constituency 
office since 2007.  In that time I have worked with hundreds 
of individuals and many different community groups to help 
solve local issues and work through complex federal prob-
lems.  

I have assisted seniors with pension problems, most of 
who are on a fixed income.  It is difficult to sit down with the 
men and women who built this country and explain that the 
Conservative government has billions of dollars for a problem-
plagued and scandal-ridden F-35 fighter jet but can’t come up 
with a fraction of these dollars to increase the Guaranteed 
Income Supplement, a measure that is meant to lift seniors 

above the poverty line.  
I have also spoken with many parents who struggle with 

the costs of their monthly budgets, which are “supplement-
ed” by a paltry childcare credit.  The Conservative govern-
ment is more than willing to subsidize our oil industry to 
the tune of billions of dollars, but can’t seem to bring itself 
to support a publicly-funded, national daycare system, a 
measure that would give low-income families a real finan-
cial break.

I have talked with veterans, men and women who served 
our country, to assist them through obtaining a basic level 
of service from Veterans Affairs, all the while working in the 
face of a Conservative government that at times seems to 
care more for using our armed forces personnel as photo 
opportunities than looking after them in their retirement or 
when they have a disability.

I have seen too many constituents who are not getting 
the government services and supports necessary to help 
turn their lives around so that they can fully participate in 
Canadian society.  I am running to be the NDP candidate 
because we can and must do better.  I want to champion a 
more inclusive and compassionate Canada, and after years 
of empathizing with and assisting constituents with their 
problems, I feel I cannot stop now.  To borrow the words of 
Tommy Douglas, “I for one will not sit idly by.”

At 35 years of age I can bridge the generational gap 
and attract voters from all demographics, including our all-

important youth.  As a candidate with a young family, 
I can relate to the current problems faced by young, 
working families, and I will earn their support by pro-
moting a national publicly-funded daycare system, 
engaging in meaningful face-to-face contact, and en-
couraging them to vote.  As a strong supporter of pro-
portional representation and champion of green jobs 
and a green energy future, I will stand up to the “green” 
flank and demonstrate why it is the NDP that is the only 
real progressive choice and viable green alternative to 
the Conservatives in this riding.  These are the things I 
have already been doing among our membership, and 
they are the things I will continue to do if I am nomi-
nated as your candidate.

Having progressives united by their distaste for the 
Conservatives is not enough; we must give them a vi-
sion, a plan, and a candidate worthy of representing 
the values of our community.  In the words of Jack Lay-
ton, we must be a party of proposition, not just opposi-
tion.  I believe I can be the candidate to win Cowichan-
Malahat-Langford, and I ask for your support in our 
nomination this September.

Thank you.

Alistair MacGregor can be reached by phone at 250-732-
7937 or visit his website at www.alistair4ndp.ca

A new riding.  
A new candidate.  
A fresh start.

Abbott seeks nomination 
in new Cowichan-Malahat-
Langford federal riding.

Cowichan Bay, BC, February 19, 2014 - Hilary Abbott, 55, wishes to an-
nounce that he is seeking the NDP nomination of the newly created federal 
riding of Cowichan-Malahat-Langford. 

“Our riding has been admirably served by Jean Crowder since 2004. With 
Jean’s decision not to run in the 2015 election – the time seems right to en-
sure the proud tradition of the NDP in Ottawa continues.” says Abbott, who 
believes his entrepreneurial skills, work ethic and community-minded involve-
ment have prepared him to serve in Ottawa. “I am confident that the Orange 
Wave that swept Canada during the last election will continue. Canadians 
are tired of the current Harper Conservative government and sceptical of the 
Liberals”. 

Abbott looks forward to representing the NDP and our Island Communi-
ties in Ottawa and ensuring our part of Canada receives the attention and 
resources it deserves. 

Hilary Abbott and his wife Patty live on their working farm in Cowichan Bay 
where Hilary continues to make artisan cheese, which he makes available at 
the local farmers’ market on Saturdays. 

Hilary Abbott can bereached at  by phone at 250-715-0563 or by email at 
hilaryabbott2015@gmail.com

COWICHAN-MALAHAT-LANGFORD NOMINATIONS

BC Liberals putting lives at risk by failing to 
invest in rural paramedics

The BC Liberal government’s failure 
to improve ambulance service in rural and 
remote communities is putting lives at risk, 
say New Democrats.

“The untimely death of Skidegate band 
councillor Godfrey Williams is tragic, and 
the sad reality is it could have been pre-
vented,” said New Democrat Northern 
health spokesperson Jennifer Rice.

“The nearest ambulance station to Mr. 
Williams was only 10 minutes away, but 

there was no one there to staff 
it, leaving him to wait for up to 
an hour for help. That’s unac-
ceptable. The health minister 
must sit down with local gov-
ernment leaders in rural com-
munities to find a solution to 
the paramedic shortage imme-
diately, before more lives are 
lost,” said Rice.
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Murray Rankin
MeMber of ParliaMent 
Victoria

Community office
1057 fort Street 
Victoria, bc, V8V 3K5  
t: (250) 363.3600 

www.MurrayRankin.ca

By Murray Rankin 

Last week, I wrote an unusual letter to 
the Chair of the Standing House of Com-
mons Finance Committee. I called for an 
urgent meeting of that parliamentary com-
mittee in order to investigate the Canada 
Revenue Agency’s aggressive auditing of 
charitable organizations.

Concerns were first raised two years 
ago when the Conservative budget con-
tained millions of dollars in extra funding 
for the CRA to audit charitable organiza-
tions. The choice to spend public money on 
these audits came in the midst of the gov-
ernment’s extraordinary attacks branding 
those opposed to the Northern Gateway 
pipeline as dangerous radicals.

I was saddened but not surprised to see 
that of the first wave of political-activity au-
dits fully half were levelled at environmental 
charities.

And who were these dangerous radi-
cals? Groups like Equiterre—whose web-
site boasts “Bee-friendly ways to de-grub 
your lawn” and tips to prevent Lyme dis-
ease—and the Ecology Action Centre, a 
Nova Scotia group that got its start pro-
moting recycling, composting and energy 
conservation and was ranked by the Globe 
and Mail as one of Canada’s 10 best-run 
charities.

One might well ask how such organiza-
tions were selected for scrutiny.

It turns out that at least three of the au-
dits—the audit of the David Suzuki Foun-
dation, for instance—appear to have been 

initiated in response to prodding from Ethi-
cal Oil, a lobby group with close ties to the 
Conservative government.

And environmental charities are not 
the only ones under pressure. At a time 
of conflict and humanitarian need around 
the globe, audits have targeted respected 
international aid and human rights groups 
like Amnesty International Canada.

The CRA’s refusal to release the list of 
52 groups currently undergoing audits does 
little to dispel the impression that these au-
dits have fallen most heavily on one type 
of organization in particular—those that 
disagree with Conservative government 
policies.

This aggressive auditing program has 
sent a chill through the charitable sector. 
From groups that fight poverty and human 
rights abuses, to those that promote inter-
national aid and a healthy environment, 
charitable organizations are increasingly 
hesitant to engage in advocacy for fear of 
being targeted for audit. 

But such work is an important part of 
our democracy—any effort to silence it 
should be taken very seriously. In addition, 
the money that these charities must spend 
on expensive accountants and advisors is 
money that is not being spent to address 
the goals of these charities. The expen-
diture of time is also enormous: time that 
is not being spent on the work that these 
charities were established to do.

Despite the chill, some public interest 
groups have spoken out bravely against 

Time to shed some light on 
the CRA’s charity audits

 By Jean Crowder
My office regularly hears from people 

concerned about the effects of electron-
ic devices, particularly smart meters.  I 
thought I would take this opportunity to 
share the work of some of my New Demo-
crat colleagues on this issue. Their letters, 
questions in the House and motions follow.

Dear Minister Ambrose, 
I am writing to you in follow-up to in-

creasing concerns from Members of Parlia-
ment and Canadians regarding electromag-
netic radiation emitted by wireless devices, 
the Royal Society of Canada’s (RSC) most 
recent review of regulation Safety Code 6 
(of which, their 2014 recommendations are 
identical to those submitted to Health Can-
ada in 2010), and the government’s current 
2014 Public Consultation of Safety Code 6. 

I would first draw your attention to the 
exclusionary language used to solicit on-
line feedback on Safety Code 6 through the 
Health Canada 2014 Public Consultation 
website: 

“Health Canada recognizes the signifi-
cant stakeholder interest in RF safety. How-
ever, only feedback of a scientific nature re-
ceived during the public consultation period 
can be considered in the finalization of a 
revised Safety Code 6.” 

Of particular concern is that, as a “pub-
lic consultation,” this exclusionary language 
prevents the majority of the general public 
from taking part and submitting their feed-
back. This is of particular concern in cases 
of individuals who are current sufferers of 
microwave radiation from wireless devices, 
who may lack the technical expertise to ex-

press their concerns, and have them for-
mally submitted to and reviewed by Health 
Canada during this review process of Safe-
ty Code 6. 

My office had the opportunity to attend 
the press conference and information ses-
sion yesterday, July 9, 2014, organized by 
Canadians for Safe Technology (S4ST), 
where we heard there are 139 scientific 
papers providing evidence that changes at 
the cellular level can occur in humans at 
levels far lower those currently considered 
acceptable within the regulation. Further, 
my understanding is that the World Health 
Organization has listed microwave radia-
tion as a Class 2B possible carcinogen, 
and that the government’s current regula-
tion falls short of recognizing this, due, in 
part, to the fact the current regulation does 
not recognize cellular change unless a 
temperature change can be measured – a 
criteria developed in 1979 before the in-
troduction of mass wireless technology for 
commercial use. 

In your March 28, 2014 response to my 
Order Paper Question concerning Safety 
Code 6, you indicated: 

“With regard to (d), the 2009 version of 
SC6 introduced several editorial changes 
to improve clarity. Any amendments did not 
introduce a change in approach or policy, 
and the exposure limits remain compara-
ble to all international science-based hu-
man RF exposure limits.” 

However, I understand countries such 
as China, Russia, Italy, and Switzerland 
have exposure guidelines 100 times more 
rigorous than those of Canada, the United 
States, and the UK. 

Yesterday, mem-
bers of the public, 
including current suf-
ferers of microwave 
radiation, heard the 
following recom-
mendations from 
Canadians for Safe 
Technology to Health 
Canada, which I am 
including here: 

“Out of sincere 
concern for the health 
of Canadians at all 
stages of life – from 

the developing fetus through childhood and 
into adulthood – we respectfully request 
that: 

i) Health Canada develops and support 
strategies to raise awareness about micro-
wave radiation impacts and to minimize 
prolonged exposure to microwave radiation 
in schools and other places where children 
are regularly exposed 

ii) As Health Canada has acknowledged 
that a full literature review was not part of 
its latest update of Safety Code 6, we re-
quest a comprehensive literature review for 
all age ranges with less reliance on indus-
try-funded studies. 

iii) Health Canada provide guidelines 
and resources to assist Canadian physi-
cians in becoming apprised of microwave 
exposure and related health problems and 
clinical presentations that may be associ-
ated with over-exposure or sensitivity.” 

I urge you to review the recommenda-
tions from Canadians for Safe Technology, 
and review the scientific literature they are 
submitting (139 science papers) as part of 
2014 Public Consultation being conducted 
by Health Canada regarding Safety Code 
6, and take immediate action. 

For your additional information, I am in-
cluding my recent question to you in Ques-
tion Period during the last Parliamentary 
session concerning Safety Code 6, as well 
as a motion, M-355 (April 25, 2012), by my 
NDP colleague, Alex Atamanenko, regard-
ing the same. 

Thank you for your attention to this, and 
I look forward to your earliest response. 

Sincerely, 
Libby Davies, MP 
Vancouver East 
NDP Critic for Health

Question Period, Thursday, June 19, 2014
Ms. Libby Davies (Vancouver East, 

NDP): 
Mr. Speaker, the Royal Society expert 

panel on the review of Safety Code 6 re-
leased its report a month ago and recom-
mended that more research was needed 
into the health risks of radio frequency 
fields. Consumers and health advocates 
are demanding more information and safe-
guards to reduce exposure to harmful ra-
diation and to investigate radiation hyper-

sensitivity.
How does the Minister of Health plan to 

follow up on the concerns coming from the 
public and the Royal Society›s recommen-
dations?

 
Hon. Rona Ambrose (Minister of Health, 

CPC): 
Mr. Speaker, first, we have already 

committed to hosting public consultations 
on any revised safety standards. We do ap-
preciate the work of the Royal Society and 
we thank it for its report.

The member should know that Can-
ada’s limits are similar to those of other 
countries around the world like the United 
States, Australia, the European Union and 
Japan. Canadians should be confident that 
our limits are some of the strongest sci-
ence-based standards in the world.

However, we will continue to review the 
Royal Society’s recommendations and we 
will take all necessary actions to protect 
Canadians and their families.

M-355 — April 25, 2012 — Mr. Atamanen-
ko (British Columbia Southern Interior) 
— That, in the opinion of the House, the 
government should convene a panel of 
expert witnesses and hold public hearings, 
to review the need to update Safety Code 
6, based on recent scientific evidence that 
existing requirements do not adequately 
protect the safety and health of Canadians, 
particularly those individuals who are elec-
tro-sensitive, in light of increasing exposure 
to non-ionizing microwave radiation, such 
as Smart Meters.
Jean Crowder is Member of Parliament for 
Nanaimo-Cowichan. 

this troubling trend. The Canadian Coun-
cil of Churches has voiced their concerns 
directly to Prime Minister Harper. Lawyers’ 
Rights Watch Canada has appealed to the 
UN Human Rights Council.

Public interest groups must be able to 
pursue advocacy work free from the threat 
of political interference. Above all, it is abso-
lutely vital that Canadians can have faith in 
the integrity of our tax system. No one who 
supports a charity wants to see their dona-
tion burned up by inefficient administration 
or ineffective management. But neither do 
we want to see the donations intended to 
protect the air we breathe, speak out for 

human rights, fight poverty or ease the 
suffering of civilians in warzones used 
up preparing paperwork for government 
auditors.

That’s why, as Official Opposition 
Revenue Critic, I called on the Revenue 
Minister to launch an independent exter-
nal investigation into allegations of politi-
cal interference in the audits of charities. 
The current situation is untenable—tar-
nishing the reputations both of the CRA 
and the charities under its shadow. It’s 
time to clear the air.

Murray Rankin is Member of  Parliament for 
Victoria.

Victoria MP Murray Rankin (left) talks to Barry, Alice and Alice’s twin daughters 
about the Climate Change Accountability Act, a piece of NDP legislation to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. He was canvassing in James Bay July 17.

Public concerns about electronic devices, including smart 
meters, are brought up in Parliament

199 CANADIAN HEROINES and TEN 
MORE CANADIAN HEROINES, by Julie 
Payette, DUNDERN PUBLISHERS
 These two books make up for the fact that 
most books about heroes are about men, 
usually military men.  

Julie Payette has filled a void by outlin-
ing the lives of women deserved of great 
fame.  It is a highly readable and education-
al book, a must read.     --Ron MacIsaac

Ron review:
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By Randall Garrison

I continue to work on your behalf, along-
side my colleagues in the NDP federal cau-
cus, to promote a healthy environment and 
sustainable communities, and in particular 
to strengthen protection of local ecosys-
tems, waterways, coastlines and oceans. 

As we move closer to a spring 2015 
election it is important to keep you informed 
of some of the activities I have been work-
ing on in the riding. Below are updates on 
some of those issues.

This article focusses on some of the 
local work I have been doing.  However, 
as we move closer to the pre-election pe-
riod I will be reminding constituents about 
the massive negative impacts on Canada 
and Canadians that have resulted from 
decisions made by the Harper govern-
ment.  Lack of access to public services; 
elimination of programs and services that 
help vulnerable Canadians, seniors and 

military personnel, their families and vet-
erans; abandonment of responsibility and 
consideration for the environment and sus-
tainability; abandonment of Canadian val-
ues at home and abroad; ongoing massive 
support for corporate interests as opposed 
to the common good…to name just a few of 
reasons why it is so important to elect New 
Democrats to defeat Harper!!

Southern Resident Killer Whales Update
Many will know I have been working for 

more than a year to get the government to 
take concrete action to protect the remain-
ing local Southern Resident Killer Whales.  
On May 30 I wrote to the minister respon-
sible asking the government to move more 
quickly and with more resources to imple-
ment an action plan to ensure the survival 
of our local orcas, something legally re-
quired under the Species at Risk Act once 
the southern residents were designated as 
endangered in 2003.

 Last October I introduced a draft ac-
tion plan in the House of Commons as mo-
tion M-460.  This is a plan representing a 
consensus among whale scientists, envi-
ronmentalists, fishers, and the local eco-
tourism industry on specific actions that we 
need to take now to address the three key 
threats to the survival of local orcas:  pollu-
tion, vessel noise, and availability of food.  
On June 30 the US National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration released its 
own report calling for urgent action in these 
same three areas.

On July 8 I received a response from 
the Conservative government reiterating 
the provisions of their draft action plan 
which does little more than call for more 
research.  As well the minister assured me 
they will continue to consult on this plan 
until spring 2015.  This is far too long to 
wait before meaningful measures are put in 
place, especially when we are now down to 
only 80 southern residents from 87 in 2008. 

Instead of acting now, the Conserva-
tives are proposing more discussion of their 
inadequate plan. You can help by emailing 
Fisheries Minister Gail Shea and letting her 
know we need a plan like M-460 that will 
address the threats to the survival of the 
southern resident killer whales and that 
we need to implement such a plan now.   
Contact Minister Shea by email at  Min@
dfo-mpo.gc.ca or by mail at The Honour-
able Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans, Parliament Buildings, Wellington 
Street, Ottawa, Ontario  K1A 0A6

Westcoast Pipelines/Tankers
Many of you will know that I have per-

sonally opposed the Northern Gateway 
Pipeline project and indeed all proposals 
to increase tanker traffic on the west coast 
since my days as an Esquimalt councillor.  
It was then that I discovered that neither my 
own municipality, nor the CRD, nor BC, and 
not even the federal government had even 
remotely adequate plans or infrastructure 
to deal with an oil spill of even moderate 
size.  As a result, these pipelines, that 
would create no jobs locally, would put at 
risk existing fishing, recreation and tourism 
jobs on Vancouver Island and put at risk the 
entire local ecosystem from wild salmon to 
orcas to our own future.

The Conservative government ap-
proved the Northern Gateway Pipeline on 
June 17, 2014, just two days before Parlia-
ment adjourned for the summer.  On that 
day I was proud to stand with Tom Mulcair 
and all 12 BC NDP MPs in a joint press 
conference reaffirming our opposition to 
this project.  My colleagues and I continue 
to believe this project is bad for BC commu-
nities, First Nations, our environment, and 
our economy.  Conservatives should have 
said no to the Enbridge Northern Gateway 
Pipeline, and an NDP government in 2015 
has pledged to set aside approval of this 
project.

These pipeline projects not only threat-
en our local environment and existing sus-
tainable jobs in tourism and fishing, but 
they represent a stubborn failure to recog-
nize the urgent need to begin the transition 

to a low carbon economy.  This transition is 
necessary to avoid passing the two degree 
temperature increase that promises mas-
sive disruption to both the environment and 
the economy.  At the same time it would 
also provide a clear path toward more jobs, 
and more sustainable jobs, in the future.  

There is a lot of community work going 
on in the South Island this summer which 
is mobilizing public opposition to the North-
ern Gateway Pipeline.  I encourage folks 
to continue to voice their opposition to this 
project and to continue to say no to more 
tankers on our wild west coast.

Local Food
I spent several months this year sit-

ting on the House of Commons Agriculture 
Committee.   This temporary assignment 
gave me a chance to raise the issue of 
local food production and food security in 
general.  I have been disappointed with the 
BC government’s attempts to weaken the 
Agricultural Land Reserve and by some of 
the federal Conservative proposals in Bill 
C -18, which would grant extensive control 
over seeds to agribusiness.  

I have used my time on the Committee 
to raise the threats to food security posed 
by climate change and to push Agriculture 
Canada to pay more attention to local food 
production and farmgate and farmers’ mar-
ket sales.  

In June the NDP released our compre-
hensive local food strategy called “farm to 
fork” which I invite you to take a look at on 
line.  You can see more details by selecting 
the Farm to Fork button at http://randallgar-
rison.ndp.ca/ and then selecting “Pan-Ca-
nadian Food Strategy”. 

This summer I urge all of you to vote 
with your food dollars by shopping at farm-
ers markets across the Island.

Positive notes
Let me close on two positive notes.  The 

Sherringham Lighthouse Preservation So-
ciety in Shirley continues to work extremely 
hard to convince the Conservatives of the 
importance of handing control of this iconic 
lighthouse over to the society.  They want 
to turn the abandoned, yet historically im-
portant lighthouse into a local tourism site 
as a way to enhance green space and local 
tourism.  

Finally we now have a signed agree-
ment to restore passenger service on the E 
& N Railway in May of 2015.  This will again 
enhance tourism and provide rail alterna-
tives for commuters on the Island. 

Both of these projects illustrate the 
power that volunteers and local  communi-
ties have when they get organized to put 
pressure on government to do the right 
thing when it comes to the environment.

You can find more detail about my on-
going activities at http://randallgarrison.
ndp.ca/ or contact me any time through my 
constituency office in View Royal at 250-
405-6550 or by email at randall.garrison@
parl.gc.ca

Randall Garrison is MP for Esquimalt Juan de 
Fuca.

MP reports on work to protect killer whales, turn 
away pipelines and tankers, local food issues

Official Opposition Critic for Aborigi-
nal affairs Jean Crowder (Nanaimo—Co-
wichan) made this statement following the 
Supreme Court decision in the Tsilhqot’in 
and Xeni Gwet’in Court Case for Rights 
and Title:

New Democrats welcome the historic 
decision of the Supreme Court of Canada 
in favour of the Tsilhqot’in and Xeni Gwet’in 
Nations, recognizing Aboriginal title to land 
in British Columbia. 

The Supreme Court found that Brit-
ish Columbia had failed to consider their 
interests when granting forestry licenses 
to third-parties to harvest timber in the 
Tsilhqot’in traditional territory.

We finally have a decision that makes 
it clear that all levels of government must 
consult with and obtain consent from 
First Nations with Aboriginal title to their 
land, because they have the exclusive right 
to proactively use and manage land that 
they have title to.

For too long, both levels of government 

have taken chances that Aboriginal title 
would never be recognized and gone 
ahead with developments against the 
wishes of First Nations.

Now, all levels of government will 
need to stop and consider whether or 
not they’ve met the duty to consult or 
justified an infringement. Governments 
will have to meet this obligation so de-
velopment can continue, with First Na-
tions determining how to use the land, 
not third-parties, to the benefit of many 
Canadians.

The Supreme Court also said that 
government may have to re-assess prior 
conduct and legislation if it unjustifiably 
infringes Aboriginal title.

It is very likely that the changes 
to the Environmental Protection Act 
and Navigable Waters Protection Act 
which the Conservatives forced through 
in Bill C-38 and Bill C-45 will be some 
of the first legislation that First Nations 
challenge based on this decision.

NDP welcomes Supreme Court 
decision in favour of Tsilhqot’in  
and Xeni Gwet’in Nations

 OTTAWA – When it comes to job cre-OTTAWA – When it comes to job cre-
ation, the Conservatives have completely 
lost their way. Statistics Canada’s most 
recent report revealed that 9,400 net jobs 
were lost in June alone—and unemploy-
ment continues to rise.

“Our job market has reached a new low 
since the 2010 economic recovery,” said 
Official Opposition Finance critic Nathan 
Cullen (Skeena—Bulkley Valley). “Almost 
50,000 youth jobs disappeared and 50,000 
young people simply gave up on finding 
work altogether.”

The latest numbers show that 21,000 
private-sector jobs were lost in June, along 

with 11,900 public-sector positions. An 
additional 300,000 Canadians will be out 
of work moving forward, pushing nation-
wide unemployment to 1.4 million people.

“Contrary to Conservative rhetoric, 
their laissez-faire approach has meant 
the US is now surpassing Canada on job 
creation,” added Cullen. “Stephen Harper 
and his Conservative government have 
stood idly by while Canadian factories 
close their doors and workers lose their 
jobs and their means to feed their fami-
lies. It is long past time these Conserva-
tives changed direction.”

 

21,000 private-sector + 11,900 public-
sector jobs lost = Harper’s action plan
Latest jobs report reveals more troubling news for Canada’s job market

OTTAWA – The recent historic decision 
of the Supreme Court of Canada in favour 
of the Tsilhqot’in Nation means all levels of 
government will need to consider whether 
or not they’ve met the duty to consult or 
justified an infringement prior to resource 
development, says the NDP.

“As political leaders, we cannot accept 
that resource development is a zero-sum 

Resource development requires a 
nation-to-nation approach

game. We have an obligation to help find 
a way forward that benefits us all,” writes 
Official Opposition Leader Tom Mulcair in a 
letter to the prime minister.

“Now, more than ever, we can and must 
work together to achieve real progress. You 
will find in me and my party willing and con-
structive partners,” added the leader of the 
NDP.
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By Rob Fleming

The chaos in our schools this spring 
had parents across the province scram-
bling to find child care, and kids struggling 
with uncertainty and confusion in their last 
weeks of school.

Now, the BC Liberals are showing that 
they have given up entirely on getting kids 
back in classrooms where they belong by 
the start of the school year. 

With only five weeks left to end this dis-
ruption, the BC Liberals were preparing for 
failure by announcing a rebate for parents 
instead of focusing on finding a solution to 
the dispute that would bring stability back 
to our schools. 

The BC Liberals say they have “saved” 
$178 million so far due to the shutdown of 
public schools this spring. But they refuse 
to invest that money back where it be-
longs: in our school system. Instead, they 
announced their rebate plan without even 
contacting school districts.

The Liberal government’s focus should 
be entirely on getting our schools running 
again and improving learning for our kids, 
and every penny saved from the school 
shutdown should stay in our public educa-
tion system to make that happen.

But Premier Christy Clark and her gov-
ernment seem unconcerned about the 
chaos this dispute has caused across the 
province. And unlike frantic parents who 
are wondering how they would cope with 
further disturbances in the fall, they do not 

seem to be in a rush to get kids back to 
school by Sept. 2. 

The Liberal finance minister has even 
raised the prospect that schools could re-
main behind picket lines until October. 

Musing about another month of chaos 
in our school systems sends a cynical and 
unsettling message to kids and parents: it 
says that the government has either giv-
en up on negotiations entirely, or doesn’t 
care about getting kids back to school and 
bringing stability back to our classrooms.

The BC Liberals need to start listening 
to what kids and parents are asking for: an 
end to this dispute, and a start to the school 
year, as planned, on Sept. 2. Instead, they 
are pursuing an agenda that has led to in-
stability in our public schools for 13 years.

When they were elected in 2001, the 
BC Liberals tore up contracts with teach-

ers and stripped their ability to negotiate 
class size and composition and create bet-
ter classroom conditions for their students. 
The courts have ruled not once but twice 
that this move was unconstitutional. 

In January 2014 the BC Supreme Court 
issued a scathing ruling that found that the 
BC Liberals had used confrontation and 
provocation as a bad faith bargaining tactic 
to deliberately provoke a strike in 2012. 

The government appealed the rul-
ing, but this spring, British Columbians 
could only wonder whether they had failed 
to change their playbook, as more than 
500,000 kids lost more than two weeks of 
instruction as a result of their failed bar-
gaining.

Rather than improving classroom con-
ditions for all students, Premier Clark and 
her government feel they know better than 

BC Liberals show parents they have given up on stability in schools
MLA Report

the Supreme Court, and have continued 
to refuse to negotiate on these issues. In-
stead, the premier wasted the better part 
of a year demanding a 10-year deal, mak-
ing real progress impossible and showing 
teachers that her government was more in-
terested in grandstanding than bargaining.

The BC Liberals need to stop thinking 
only of their own agenda, and think instead 
of what matters to families in this province. 

Instead of shrugging their shoulders 
and planning for another month of chaos 
for kids and parents in this province, the BC 
Liberals need to start working productively 
with teachers to end this dispute, and make 
sure that kids are back in school on Sept. 2. 

 
Rob Fleming is MLA for Victoria-Swan Lake and 
New Democratic education spokesperson

Vancouver,– British Columbia’s largest 
nonpartisan democracy group  called June 
17 on Premier Christy Clark to hold fast to 
her election promise and stand up for Brit-
ish Columbia against Enbridge’s pipeline 
and oil tanker proposal.

“Premier Clark said it best. Nobody can 
force this pipeline through our province if 
the people here don’t want it,” said Dog-
wood Initiative’s energy and democracy di-
rector Kai Nagata. “The BC government is 
about to come under enormous pressure to 
approve Northern Gateway. Premier Clark 
needs to reject the proposal once and for 
all and deny the provincial permits neces-
sary for construction.”

“First Nations and the democratic ma-
jority of BC voters oppose Northern Gate-
way. Despite that, Ottawa still intends to 
ram it down our throat. Premier Clark’s only 
politically viable option is to join us in stand-
ing up for British Columbia,” Nagata said.

After years of heated debate over 
Northern Gateway, a turning point was 
reached in April with a symbolic plebiscite 
in the coastal town of Kitimat. Despite the 
promise of jobs at the Northern Gateway 
tanker terminal, local voters soundly reject-
ed the project.

Following the Kitimat plebiscite, Dog-

wood launched LetBCvote.ca, a website 
where British Columbians can sign up to 
help run a citizens’ initiative in the event the 
provincial government reverses its position 
and supports Enbridge’s proposal.

“So far we’ve had 6,000 volunteers sign 
up to say they’ll canvass in their home rid-
ings. Dogwood alone has the support of 
156,000 British Columbia voters, not count-
ing the networks of our partners and allies 
across the province,” said Dogwood’s di-
rector of organizing Celine Trojand. “One 
way or another, we will defeat this project 
democratically.”

As Premier Clark considers her next 

Time for Clark to make good on her Enbridge promises
move, 75 Dogwood teams are already 
gathering pledge signatures in communi-
ties across the province. “It just shows 
how hard British Columbians are willing to 
work when it comes to standing up for our 
home,” Trojand said.

“We’re asking our politicians to carry 
out the will of the majority, but we’re ready 
if they let us down,” Nagata said. “Unlike 
voters in any other province, British Colum-
bians have the power to write our own laws. 
It’s how we got rid of the HST. If Premier 
Clark flip-flops and starts issuing pipeline 
permits, the people of BC will be forced to 
cancel them.”

CHILLIWACK, BC - A public meet-
ing held June 19  in Chilliwack by a log-
ging company will help determine whether 
the BC government approves a logging 
road that would bisect Sasquatch Provin-
cial Park, near Harrison Hot Springs. The 
1,217-hectare Class A park, which boasts 
three lakes and over 330,000 visitors a 
year, is renowned for its recreation values. 

As part of the public consultation pro-
cess regarding removal of lands from parks 
and protected areas, proponents – includ-
ing logging, pipeline and LNG companies – 
are responsible for holding public meetings 
and gauging feedback. 

“Community opposition is widespread 
and firm against allowing logging trucks in 
Sasquatch Park. Exit polls from a public 
meeting showed 90 percent of people who 
attended are opposed to such industrial ac-
tivity in this park. Over 30 local businesses 
have already agreed to post a petition op-
posing the trucks,” said local resident Deb-
bie Hansen.

The meeting in Chilliwack was held by 
Tamihi Logging Co., on behalf of the Sea-
bird Island Aboriginal Band, to determine 
if roads within Sasquatch Park can be re-
moved from park protection to allow timber 
hauling through the park. 

“It is terribly wrong and bizarre that the 
logging company has been put in charge of 
these public meetings on the future of Sas-
quatch Park. This flawed process means 
that we are going to have to push very 
hard to see that the logging truck scheme 
is ditched and the park protected,” said Joe 
Foy, national campaign director with the 
Wilderness Committee.

Over 30 provincial parks, including 
Bridal Veil Falls, Kalamalka Lake, North 
Thompson River, Wells Gray and Sas-
quatch, have been identified by the BC 
government as potential targets for having 
their boundaries “adjusted” to accommo-
date mining, logging and pipeline interests. 

“The public consultation meeting is all 
smoke and mirrors. The original proposal, 
which still rests with the minister, is for a 
First Nation Non Replaceable Forest Li-
cence looking to gain access to 215,000 
of a possible 973,000 cubic metres of 
wood. Whereas their consultant from Tami-
hi Logging is spinning the yarn that they are 
going after only 3,000 cubic meters for a 
woodlot licence,” said John Coles, a resi-

dent of Harrison Hot Springs. 
Early this year the provincial govern-

ment passed Bill 4, the Park Amendment 
Act, which allows companies to conduct re-
search for industrial purposes such as pipe-
lines and logging roads – something previ-
ously not allowed. Once research has been 
conducted to determine where to locate the 
pipeline or the logging road, the company 
can then apply to have land removed from 
the park under the Park Boundary Adjust-
ment Policy.

“This park, like all BC’s parks, was cre-
ated in order to protect a specific set of 
recreational and natural values, values that 
would be compromised by the proposed 
industrial activity,” said Peter Wood of the 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society. 
“We are extremely concerned with the 
precedent that this sets.”

The initiative to remove land from Sas-
quatch Park for a logging road is at Stage 
2, at which point a proponent is required to 
submit a more detailed proposal to govern-
ment. 

Once the proposal is submitted to the 
Minister of the Environment, Mary Polak, 
she can accept or reject the proposal. Rea-
sons for rejecting the proposal can include: 
significant adverse environmental and so-
cial impacts that cannot be avoided, sig-
nificant public or First Nations opposition or 
insufficient overall benefit to the Province.

“Harrison Hot Springs is BC’s first re-
sort. For 130 years, it has been the place 
people come to admire the beauty of na-
ture. Our tourism industry is based on our 
scenery and having very civilised facilities 
on the edge of the green forests. All of that 
is threatened by the blighting of our views-
cape by visible clearcuts. We Harrison 
business people started Sasquatch Park. 
It would be a major loss to us and to BC’s 
economy to see logging allowed anywhere 
in the Sasquatch Valley,” said John Allen, 
owner of the Harrison Country Club RV Re-
sort.

The public meeting was held June 19 
from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Fraser Room 
at the Coast Chilliwack Hotel, 45920 First 
Avenue, Chilliwack.

Logging road in Sasquatch Provincial Park?
Tamihi Logging hosts public consultation on hauling timber through Class A park
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By Carole James 

Seniors have worked hard to build a 
province that is a place of opportunity, 
safe communities and exceptional ser-
vices. Their taxes, contributed over many 
decades, have helped to pay for our in-
frastructure and the social safety net that 
distinguishes Canada as supremely livable, 
progressive and fair. 

Our seniors are an enormously valuable 
resource to our communities. The province 
would be in dire straits without the thou-
sands upon thousands of hours seniors 
donate to community organizations each 
year, as well as the family and economic 
support that seniors quietly and diligently 
provide. 

It’s time for a grateful society to show 
more respect for seniors who have given 
so much. 

As seniors age, we need to ensure 
supports are in place to care for them with 
dignity and respect. Government must be 
building a system that includes a range of 
services and care, and do it in a way that 
helps seniors to be as independent and 
mobile for as long as possible. 

When families and spouses take on the 
care of their loved ones, they sometimes 
need the relief provided by respite care. 
Without this support, caregivers can be-
come exhausted, and it’s vital that the sys-
tem can respond to their needs to prevent 
additional illness. 

There are smart ways to deliver ser-
vices. For instance, more investment in 
homecare is good for seniors and saves 
resources.

The Ombudsperson’s report on se-
niors, released two years ago, included a 

By Hélène Narayana

The New Democratic party of Canada is 
working to ensure that, after the next feder-
al election in 2015, the Harper government 
is no more.

That is the message MP Nathan Cul-
len brought to Salt Spring June 22, before 
more than a hundred people who had set 
aside their gardening tools or their swim 
apparel  Prior to his appointment as finance 
critic, Cullen was his party’s environment 
critic for several years.

Stephen Harper must be denied a ma-
jority, says Cullen.  Otherwise, Canada 
won’t be able to afford the “repair bill”, to 
use his own words.  The cuts to our health 
care system, the disregard for the environ-
ment as exemplified by Canada’s withdraw-
al from the Kyoto agreement, the contempt 
for science, the starving of the CBC and 
culture in general, attempts at discrediting 
institutions fundamental to our democracy 
are all making our country in dire need of 
repair before it is too late.

The diagnosis is bleak but there is 
hope, based on Cullen’s assessment. 

Firstly, if the Conservatives don’t get 
enough seats to form a majority, the NDP 
is intent on forming a coalition government 
with the other opposition parties.  This, says 
Cullen, is a testimony to the dedication of 
his leader Thomas Mulcair, ready to set 
aside his personal ambitions in the pursuit 
of the common good.  Contrary to what the 
present prime minister once maintained, 
coalitions are a perfectly constitutional and 
legitimate form of government in Canada. 

Secondly, the strong opposition of Brit-
ish Columbians to the pipelines projected 
to be built in their province does not bode 
well for the Harper Conservatives.  Cullen 
represents the vast riding of Skeena-Bulk-
ley Valley where Enbridge wants to build its 
Northern Gateway pipeline, an 
undertaking he has been fight-
ing for 10 years. 

 In spite of the enormous 
sums of money the company 
has spent to buy the support 
of the First Nation and non 
First Nation populations of the 
area, their fierce opposition is 
a source of inspiration for peo-
ple all across the province and 
beyond.  According to Cullen, 
a large portion of that money 
comes from Chinese compa-
nies, both backers and benefi-
ciaries of the project.  

Cullen goes as far as saying he is thank-
ful to the oil companies for having created 
a bond between communities which did 
not always see eye to eye.  People have 
learned to talk to each other and found 
common ground.

Anyone who follows the news will have 
noticed the strange behaviour of Conserva-
tive MPs from British Columbia after the an-
nouncement of the National Energy Board 
giving its green light to the Northern Gate-
way pipeline. Following the example of their 
leader, they all tried their very best to avoid 
representatives of the media.  Although the 
massive project has been portrayed in the 
past as essential to the prosperity of Can-
ada, the Conservatives are now afraid of 
defending it for fear of losing votes. 

In the south of the province, the pro-
posed Kinder Morgan pipeline also meets 
strong opposition which will create prob-
lems for the governing party, come the next 
election.

In that context, the NDP has targeted 
16 ridings now represented by Conserva-
tive MPs but whose voters have expressed 
their disapproval of the pipelines.  Cullen 
has personally reminded those MPs of their 
duty to their constituents.

Given all those factors, British Columbia 
will very likely decide the fate of the Harper 
government in the 2015 election.

This would be a nice change from most 
previous elections whose outcomes have 
already been decided when voters in this 
part of the country are still casting their bal-
lots.

Hélène Narayana is co-chair of the Salt Spring 
Island NDP Club.

MP Nathan Cullen talks to  Salt 
Spring Island New Democrats

blueprint for government to follow including 
standards for care homes, consistent care 
across the province and better transparen-
cy. But government has been very slow to 
act on the 176 specific recommendations. 
Many have been completely ignored.

One of the recommendations called 
for the establishment of a seniors advo-
cate – something the Opposition has been 
pushing the government to do for years. 
Legislation to enable the appointment was 
passed before the May 2013 election, and 
finally the government has appointed Iso-
bel Mackenzie to the position. She started 
on March 31. 

Now more than ever, BC seniors need 
an advocate who will stand up, hold the 
government to account and demand better 
care for BC seniors. It’s essential for us to 
comprehensively address the serious is-
sues facing seniors such as elder abuse, 
neglect, isolation, and a lack of standard-
ized care at some residential facilities. 

Unfortunately the government’s legisla-
tion doesn’t give the seniors advocate the 
kind of independent authority that the Op-
position wanted. This position will be part 
of the Ministry of Health. But at least it’s a 
start. 

I’m concerned when I hear stories of se-
niors held in hospital beds for long periods 
of time, because suitable care beds in the 
community are not available. We can do 
better, and I am committed to compelling 
government to act. 

I’m very grateful for the opportunity to 
work with seniors, respect their voices, and 
learn from their wisdom and knowledge. 

Carole James is MLA for Victoria-Beacon hill.

Seniors are an enormously 
valuable resource

VANCOUVER/VICTORIA - The Wilder-
ness Committee is expressing disappoint-
ment  after the federal government’s an-
nouncement confirming its approval of the 
Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipeline. 

Despite widespread opposition to the 
project among British Columbians, the 
government has stated it is approving the 
controversial pipeline on the basis that the 
project must meet all of the 209 conditions 
indicated by the National Energy Board 
(NEB) in its final report last December.

“At the NEB hearings on Northern 
Gateway, only a few spoke in favour of the 
pipeline while almost 1,200 folks spoke out 
against it. Their voices were not heard,” 
said Eoin Madden, the Wilderness Com-
mittee’s climate campaigner.

Both the NEB and the federal cabinet 
have concluded that the pipeline was in 
Canada’s public interest, despite the ma-
jority opposition displayed by British Co-
lumbians in recent polls and throughout the 
public hearing process. The NEB refused 
to consider the topic of climate change – 
and the effect the pipeline will have on our 
climate – during their assessment of the 
pipeline. 

“This proves beyond doubt that the fed-
eral government doesn’t care about BC and 
those of us who live here,” said Torrance 
Coste, Vancouver Island campaigner with 
the Wilderness Committee. “Threatening 
coastal ecosystems and economies and 
exacerbating climate change isn’t in BC’s 
best interest, but unfortunately the prime 
minister still hasn’t learned that lesson.”

“Even if we were to avoid a tar sands 
spill along our coastline, we’ll still be bur-
dened with the guaranteed spill of a hun-
dred million tonnes of climate changing 
gases into our atmosphere every single 
year,” Madden said. “We know the true 
costs of this pipeline when it comes to our 
coast and our climate – and saddling British 
Columbians with these costs won’t fly.”

Despite the federal government’s ap-
proval, there are a number of roadblocks 
preventing the pipeline from moving ahead.  

In particular, the NEB’s conditions require 
proof of adequate consultation with all First 
Nations affected by the pipeline, as well as 
mitigation and repair plans for their tradi-
tional territories. There are more than 10 
individual legal challenges against the proj-
ect or its review, all of which require resolu-
tion before the pipeline can be constructed.

“Fortunately, we don’t expect that this 
short-sighted pipeline will ever be built. It’s 
doomed to fail,” said Coste. “First Nations 
and the majority of British Columbians have 
said no again and again, and it’s a shame 
the government insists on fighting us every 
step of the way.”

The Wilderness Committee will con-
tinue to stand with First Nations, environ-
mental groups, local governments, unions 
and citizens across BC in opposition to the 
Northern Gateway pipeline.

Despite federal approval, Northern 
Gateway pipeline is doomed to fail, 
says Wilderness Committee

Liberals refuse to release 
Mount Polley Mine 
documents

Ten days after the tailings pond failure, 
the BC Liberals have still not released the 
most basic documents about the Mount 
Polley Mine, say BC New Democrats.

“We have been calling for the full re-
lease of documents related to this mine for 
more than a week, and we’ve seen nothing 
from the BC Liberal government yet,” said 
New Democrat Leader John Horgan.

Horgan noted that the mines ministry 
response to a request on behalf of the 
Official Opposition for a copy of the mine 
permit was “we are NOT sending out the 
permit at this time.”

The Opposition subsequently wrote 
directly to the ministry on Aug. 11, but 
still no permit has been released pub-
licly.

“How can British Columbians have 
any confidence in the BC Liberal gov-
ernment when they cannot produce 
even the most basic piece of information 
about Mount Polley’s operations?”
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By Tim Pheotist

It’s August. The sun is shining. Vaca-
tions, downtime, BBQ’s etc. seem to offi-
cially confirm the dog days of summer.

But the summer fun is unsettling to seri-
ous economists.

The dismal science demands forecasts 
of doom and gloom, drawn from the stories 
of doom and gloom that we have forever 
predicted.

It’s unsettling to always be correct. We 
are in dismal days exactly as predicted. 
And the period seems to be permanent. For 
an economist seeking confirmation of the 
correctness of “economic science” it’s like 
having Christmas every day.

The problem is that without the inter-
vening contrast of non-Christmas days, 
Christmas – or separately economic dismal 
days – begin to become meaningless – sort 
of “samey”.

So what to write about? What’s new to 
observe? What new economic explosion 
can the dismal science predict when the 
economic earth already seems completely 
scorched?

An economist’s stock in trade is the 
ability to analyze and communicate con-
clusions. The conclusions don’t need to be 
correct. It’s enough that there are conclu-
sions.

That’s the principle upon which our 
present BC Liberal government has built its 
legacy. 

Christy’s cabinet, after wisely multiply-
ing and dividing all the data a government 
could eyeball, declared that we’ll soon be 
back in the money!! Laissez les bon temps 
rouler.

Dismally this isn’t happening. Of course 
nobody could accuse BC Premier Christy 
Clark of having the skills of a practicing 
economist – although if there is a subset 

BC Liberal economist maybe she quali-
fies. Christy is a “good time gal”, cruising 
for votes when the sun goes down and the 
electoral streets become spooky.

Christy’s “bon temps” relied on prom-
ises of jobs with living wages – pipelines 
and natural gas or something? Those jobs 
are not happening. BC lingers in Canada 
as close to having the highest unemploy-
ment rate and the highest cost of living.

Qualified, talented and energetic peo-
ple are finding it impossible to gain employ-
ment in British Columbia. 

Even Christy’s cabinet cohorts have 
ceased trying to fool the public at the mo-
ment. There is no denying that the talents 
and resources of BC are being wasted. 
Countless tens of thousands of residents 
are concerned that their livelihoods are 
more precarious than ever before.

But are the days so dismal? Things look 
normal. The roads are jammed. The house 
prices are measured in millions or large 
fractions of millions. Everybody seems 
busy even though it’s not difficult to trip over 
a street dweller as you back away from the 
ATM, hoping that the paycheck deposit 
won’t be the last.

No – things aren’t so dismal for a small 
minority of capital groupings and those who 
privately and largely benefit from them. It 
is these investment groupings that maintain 
the veneer of normalcy. The investment de-
cisions that these corporate and real estate 
rogues make obliterate jobs, lower the val-
ue of labour and raise the price of property 
and homes beyond the reach of individuals 
and families with only their labour to offer.

For these 21st century hooligans every 
day is Christmas. 

It’s a misnomer to characterize the in-
put of these gangsters as “investments”. 
Investment implies constructive risk for 
a fair return and modern and progressive 
societies have determined that the return 
must primarily benefit people and society, 
then private profit. Tax structures should be 
designed to reflect those priorities.

Today in British Columbia, there is no 
risk, constructive or otherwise for the capi-
tal cuckoos who lay their eggs in the nests 
of British Columbians. If the project goes 
wrong, slows down, fails to find markets 
etc., those whose time and labour has been 
employed are left to repair the damage to 
their homes, finances and environments 
while the perpetrators of this misery scurry 
off with their bank balances unscathed.

The BC public purse picks up the imme-

diate damage. The unemployment costs. 
The reduction in public services, health 
care and schooling.

There are few constraints now in BC, 
or in other developed societies, on the 
power of such massive capital groupings 
and cashflows. Part of the problem is that 
the profit, cash and capital rarely remains 
where it can be productive. Having lured 
national, provincial and local governments 
with false promises, when the cashflow fal-
ters the group flees to safer “risks” – usually 
benign environs with vanishingly small tax 
obligations.

So the dismal days are going to be 
with us for the foreseeable future. If this 
still doesn’t make sense simply look at the 
houses and high rise apartments across 
the water in Vancouver. These ordinary liv-
ing spaces are priced in multi millions of 
dollars.

These are amounts that are impossible 
for individuals to expect to earn, even with 
stable lifetime employment prospects. In-
stead of looking with wonderment at the for 
sale adverts, try to understand how such 
absurd prices can be asked with a straight 
face. Who is paying the asking prices? 
Who is bearing the cost? What is this doing 
to the chances of living in a stable home 
with a family? How many more people are 
displaced to the streets as the inflation of 
home prices trickles down to those with no 
more than a Walmart income?

This phenomena does not obey tradi-
tional market rules as they are explained in 
basic modern economic theory. This denial 
of access to housing and services through 
impossible price manipulation is a theft of 
reasonable expectations and a clear attack 
on human rights and Canadian charters.

Of course the housing market is cre-
ated with the loose change of the criminal 

capital groupings roaming the globe. It’s no 
mystery. A degree in economic theory is not 
required to understand this. You too can be 
a dismal scientist!

The unaffordable housing market is 
simply an unwelcome symptom of the stu-
pidity of the Clark Liberal government. It’s 
a consequence, in many ways deliberate, 
of the BC Liberal government’s policies in 
managing the public purse.

Christy Clark has as much concern for 
the residents of British Columbia as the 
average sheik in Dubai or Kuwait has for 
the street dweller living in the doorway of 
his vacant penthouse apartment building in 
Vancouver or London or Paris or any city 
that might come to mind.

Christy Clark has no more concern for 
the public health or schooling systems in 
British Columbia than online social media 
operators have for the privacy of your per-
sonal information.

If Christy Clark expressed effective con-
cern she’d be out of a job!

Of course it makes perfect sense to ar-
range for Christy to soon be unemployed. 
The important thing is to change paymas-
ters.

There are signs that BC’s NDP, un-
der the new leader John Horgan, entirely 
grasps the nature of the BC Liberal eco-
nomic tsunami, and are quite prepared to 
challenge some of the marauding capital 
groups with the real meaning of market risk 
taking.

So, at every opportunity cast your vote 
for more sane and public spirited NDP poli-
cies.

As a dismal scientist I’m ready to sacri-
fice many dismal days and live with Christ-
mas only once a year to see a restoration 
of fairness, balance and proper valuation of 
labour, reintroduced into British Columbia.

Dismal Days – an economist’s Christmas!!

By Barry Weisleder

Hundreds of Coca Cola workers sport-
ing red T-shirts shouted, sang and marched 
into Madrid’s historic central square on July 
18 to demand the return of their jobs.

I was among dozens of Canadian, 
American and Australian tourists who en-
countered this instance of class struggle 
following our tour farewell dinner in the 
square. 

I spoke to Comisiones Obreras (CCOO) 
union organizer Daniel Andres Sobrino 
about the issues in dispute with the soft 
drink giant.

He told me that Spain’s national labour 
court overturned Coca Cola’s dismissal of 
1,190 workers in that country. The decision 
was a big boost for the union-led campaign 
against four factory closures in that de-
pressed economy.

The Audiencia Nacional also called for 
the workers’ reinstatement and payment of 
lost wages.

Coca-Cola Iberian Partners, a new 
Spanish subsidiary of the US multinational 
formed from the merger of eight bottling 
plants, had shown “a complete and mani-
fest breach of the obligations” to provide 
information, and to consult and negotiate 
procedures, the court found. The court 
also agreed with the applicant unions that 
the company had unlawfully tried to break 
the strike at the Fuenlabrada plant in a bid 
to undermine the workers’ “constitutional 
rights”.

The company is appealing the decision 
to the Supreme Court.

In February the CCOO, UGT and CSIF 
unions launched a legal challenge after 
the company decided to push ahead with 
its plans to shut down plants in order to 
cut costs. The workers urge a boycott of 
Coca Cola products until their issues are 
resolved.

CCOO blames the dispute on the Span-
ish government’s 2012 labour law reform, 
which made it easier to fire workers.

A deep downturn, aggravated by aus-
terity policies over the past five years has 
pushed Spain’s official unemployment rate 

up to 26 percent.
The workers’ campaign has resulted in 

many consumers boycotting the popular 
beverage. According to El Economista, in 
central Spain, including Madrid, sales di-
minished by 48.6 percent between Febru-
ary 28, 2013 and February 28, 2014. 

The company has tried to minimize the 
effect of the boycott campaign, arguing that 
in February 2014 alone sales fell only by 
2.3 percent. According to the unions, the 
biggest drop occurred in the second half 
of January, when the redundancy plan was 
announced.

The bottler claimed that its re-organiza-
tion was necessary because some plants 
were only operating at half their capacity, 
due to over-expansion and weak demand 
in Spain’s struggling economy.

However its plans floundered when the 
court ruled that Coca-Cola Iberian Partners 
had failed to present the union negotiating 
committee with a detailed account of its re-
organization.

The court declared void the plan to 
make 1,190 workers redundant, of whom 
821 had actually been laid off, and to close 
the plant at Fuenlabrada (Madrid), as well 
as in Majorca, Alicante and Asturias. It or-
dered the company to reinstate hundreds 
of workers and to issue back pay. At its 
headquarters in Atlanta, Coca-Cola said it 
was disappointed with the ruling, adding 
that its bottling partner intended to appeal. 

Coca-Cola’s 2013 fourth-quarter profits 
totalled $1.7 billion euros.

Please send messages of solidarity to 
Spain’s cola workers at: danso77@hotmail.
com 

“Boycott Coca Cola,” say 
workers in Spain

Please join us for the 
Victoria Federal NDP EDA’s 

Annual General Meeting
Saturday, September 27th at 2:30pm 

at Oaklands Community Centre.

Guest Speaker TBA

LEGACY IN WOOD, by Ryan Wahl, Har-
bour Publishers

This unique book covers the story of 
the creation of the most creative boatyard 
on the Pacific Coast. The book turns out to 
be surprisingly interesting. The Nanaimo 
author has enriched his book with a multi-
plicity of photos.

The read si like a seagoing adventure.
--Ron MacIsaac

Ron reviews:
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By J. F. Conway

“As for the once-mighty NDP, with long-in-the-tooth party members dragging the NDP’s 
almost-dead carcass even further left...,the Saskatchewan NDP may be its own worst en-
emy right now...”

                     — Murray Mandryk, Regina Leader-Post, 22 July 2014, p. 6.

Murray Mandryk, the political columnist for Saskatchewan’s capitalist press (Regina 
Leader-Post and Saskatoon Star Phoenix), once again gives the NDP free political advice 
regarding the dangers of toying with left-wing ideas. He represents a long tradition in 
Canadian political commentary – the capitalist media have repeatedly warned the CCF 
(Co-operative Commonwealth Federation) and the NDP about the electoral folly of being 
too left-leaning. 

This advice, when followed, has rarely served the CCF/NDP well over the years. We 
can go back to the efforts to warn George Williams, the Saskatchewan CCF leader, chief 
organizer, and policy architect from 1935 to 1941, of the folly of ranting on and on about 
socialism and the eradication of capitalism. He didn’t listen, dismissed them as capitalist 
propagandists, and continued to build the party, refine its program, and, as Leader of the 
Opposition, prepare a government-in-waiting for the victory he knew would be the CCF’s 
in 1944.

But we don’t have to go back that far to reveal the dark fate that awaits the NDP in 
following such self-serving advice. After all, those were Depression and World War II days 
and all manner of radical ideas were current. Let us examine more recent evidence of the 
political stupidity of repeated right turns that are supposed to save the NDP from political 
disaster.

Shifting to the Right
Just this year Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath moved dramatically and very pub-

licly right, leaving the moderate left-wing turf to Kathleen Wynne and the Liberals. Result? 
Wynne won a majority and the NDP stayed in the basement. Forty-eight percent of voters 
stayed home.

Then there was the 2013 BC election which Adrian Dix and the NDP were supposed 
to win, with a solid record of leads in repeated polls up to the campaign. Dix turned right, 
said business had nothing to fear from an NDP government, and tried to sneak into power, 
refusing to take stands on key issues in a low key campaign. Dix lost. Forty-eight percent 
of voters stayed home.

The record actually shows that when the NDP adheres to its traditional, moderate 
social democratic program, it does rather better than when it turns even farther right. After 
all, the right of the spectrum is pretty crowded. 

When BC’s NDP premier Mike Harcourt was driven from office over “Bingogate” in 
1995 everyone expected the NDP to go down in the next election. But the unexpect-
ed happened. Left-leaning NDP leader Glen Clark signalled a return to moderate social 

democratc principles, which Harcourt had abandoned for neoliberalism, and won the 1996 
election. 

Clark was driven from office in 2000 by a breach of trust charge trumped up by the 
Liberals and the media. So we will never know how he might have fared in an election on 
his record in 2000 or 2001. 

In Saskatchewan, after two terms of right wing Liberals (1964-71), the NDP under Allan 
Blakeney were returned handily in 1971 on a wide-ranging, social democratic platform. 
And after two terms of right-wing Tories (1982-91), the NDP under Roy Romanow were re-
turned handily in 1991, a result most expected would herald a return to social democracy.

Mother of all Right Turns
In the early 1990s the NDP in every province and federally made the mother of all right 

turns, abandoning social democracy altogether and embracing neoliberalism. How did 
they fare? Did this usher in an era of triumph for the NDP, now cleansed of its socialist and 
social democratic sins? There followed a litany of disasters for the NDP.

Bob Rae’s Ontario NDP government, which won an unexpected 1990 victory on an 
anti-neoliberal, modest social democratic platform, turned right after one year and com-
menced a campaign of cuts and union busting. Ontario NDP support fell like a stone and 
the government was wiped out in the next election.

In Saskatchewan, Romanow’s 1991 win brought in an unexpected neoliberal regime 
which commenced a campaign of cuts that went further than those of the previous Tory 
government. Support for Romanow crashed, though he won a “least-of-evils” victory in 
1995. By 1999 Romanow’s career was over, as he limped into power leaning on two Lib-
eral crutches. He retired.

His replacement, Lorne Calvert, was expected to lose the 2003 election, but he moved 
slightly left to a moderate social democratic platform and won an unexpected majority, 
marking the last time the Saskatchewan NDP ran on a social democratic program.

The Saskatchewan NDP has not won an election since, nor are they expected to win 
the next election under the current leader. Let’s look at the voter turnout. In 1991, when 
Romanow won with the public expecting an end to neoliberalism and a return to moderate 
social democracy, the voter turnout was 83 percent. When Romanow limped to a shaky 
victory in 1999, 65 percent voted. In 2003, when Calvert ran a modestly left wing campaign 
and won, 71 percent voted. The NDP vote increased from 157,046 in 1999 to 190,925 in 
2003.

How has the federal NDP fared since its right turn to neoliberalism in 1993 under lead-
er Audrey McLaughlin? The last time the federal NDP ran on an aggressive but moderate 
social democratic platform was in the 1988 Free Trade election. Under Ed Broadbent the 
NDP won 43 seats with 20 percent, its best showing in history: 10 seats in Ontario, 2 in 
Manitoba, 10 in Saskatchewan, 1 in Alberta, 19 in BC. and the Yukon/NWT seat. How did 
the NDP fare after the right turn to neoliberalism in the early 1990s? In the 1993 election 
the party was reduced to 9 seats and 7 percent. How did the NDP fare in those provinces 
with NDP governments that turned right?: wiped out in Ontario (loss of 10); 2 seats in BC 
(loss of 17); 5 seats in Saskatchewan (loss of 5).

It took four elections for the federal NDP to recover, culminating in the 2011 election 
which saw Jack Layton win 103 seats with 31 percent. Layton was mistakenly labelled 
a “leftie” by the media, but what resonated with Canadians and the Québécois were his 
neoliberalism with a smile and a hug, and special status for Quebec.

So much for political wisdom according to Murray Mandryk. The problem is, of course, 
that the NDP leadership across the country continue to listen to his advice and others like 
him in the capitalist media across the country. 

I do agree with him on one point, however. The NDP here and across the country is 
“an almost-dead carcass”, but not because it has been dragged left. Rather it is dead and 
useless for those who want real, progressive change because its leadership has been 
dragging it right for decades. They stand for nothing meaningful.

Canadian politics desperately needs a new socialist party to liven up the debate and 
provide a real choice when we engage in elections and cast our ballots. •

J.F. Conway is a political sociologist at the University of Regina and author of The Rise of 
the New West: The History of a Region in Confederation just out in its fourth edition. 

This article previously appeared in The Bullet and Prairie Dog, and is reprinted with permission from 
the author.

 

Fatal Advice for the NDP

By Barry Weisleder

More and more New Democratic Party 
activists are signing a petition initiated by 
the NDP Socialist Caucus to demand that 
Andrea Horwath resign as Ontario NDP 
Leader. 

Horwath waged the worst NDP cam-
paign since Bob Rae attempted to defend 
his infamous Social Contract in 1995. She 
had no mandate to veer to the right of the 
Liberal Party in a vain attempt to appeal to 
Conservative supporters and the business 
class. She had no mandate to abandon the 
fight for social justice in favour of a crass 
appeal to consumerism.

The NDP platform emphasized “mak-
ing life more affordable” by removing the 
HST from electricity bills, reducing car in-
surance rates by 15%, opening up a few 
more child care spaces, shortening hospital 
wait times, and offering a mere $1 increase 
in the hourly minimum wage. At the same 
time, Horwath pledged to continue the 
practice of bribing big private corporations 
to create jobs - without demanding any 
public ownership or democratic control of 
state investment.

Horwath projected a small increase in 
corporate taxation, but no plan to conscript 
the hidden, un-taxed billions of dollars -- 
what a former head of the Bank of Canada 
calls “dead Capital”. That meant the NDP 
proposed no way to fund a serious attack 
on poverty, on homelessness, or to end the 
deepening crises in public transit, educa-
tion and health care.

Horwath and her strategists said noth-
ing about phasing out nuclear power plants, 
stopping Line 9, satisfying the just claims of 
indigenous peoples, curtailing state surveil-
lance, and terminating police repression 
of the kind that was unleashed during the 
G-20 Summit in Toronto. There was not 
even a hint that the problems faced today 
by the vast majority of Ontarions are rooted 
in the decaying and increasingly destruc-
tive capitalist system.

The ONDP Leader campaigned on “in-

tegrity”. But she ignored a party convention 
decision to be tougher on the Ontario Lib-
eral budget of 2012/13. On her watch, party 
conventions provide less and less time 
for policy debate. And Horwath’s Election 
Planning Committee undemocratically pre-
vents leftists from being NDP candidates.

As big business pressure mounts on 
the Liberal government of Kathleen Wynne 
to reduce the provincial deficit by cutting 
public services and jobs, the NDP is ham-
strung by its regressive election platform, 
epitomized by its gravely wounded leader. 
The clear choice now is for New Demo-
crats, labour unionists, feminists, LGBTQ 
folks, environmentalists, socialists and so-
cial justice advocates to take the NDP away 
from the latter-day Blairites, and re-direct 
the party to lead the battle against capitalist 
austerity, and for socialist solutions to the 
mounting problems we face.

That course starts with the demand 
that Ontario NDP Leader Andrea Horwath 
resign immediately. It is time for a full re-
view of the party’s leadership and political 
direction, leading up to its November 14-16 
convention in Toronto.

But how do we make that happen? It’s 
simple. A full review is triggered by a vote of 
non-confidence in the leader. A confidence 
vote occurs at every party convention. If 
even 35% of the delegates vote for a lead-
ership review (that is, if less than 65% vote 
to support the current leader), a leadership 
race will begin.

It is clear that such a vote would open 
up a period of intense discussion about the 
future of the NDP.

So, what should socialists and labour 
activists do?

This is where bold initiative is needed 
– to galvanize the widespread discontent 
in the party and its voter base by posing 
a concrete course of action: Demand that 
Andrea Horwath resign, and insist that a full 
review of the political direction of the party 
take place, starting now.

NDPers petition to remove 
Ontario Leader Horwath



Page 14  August 2014                Lower Island NEWSWORLD COMMENTARY

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats
 What do you need from a political party?

How can we work together? 
Can you influence change in 

the political landscape?

Please contact us 
at president@obghnewdemocrats.ca 
if you would like to get involved.

See you at the NDP booth at the Saanich Fair!

Saanich North and the Islands 
NDP Constituency Association

invites 
New Democrats from the South Island(s) 

to join us on July 6th at the 

Pride Parade 
leaving from Centennial Square at 12 noon.

Contact Allan Collier, President 
at 250-656-6063 or silcol@telus.net

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats

Stay in touch!
You can reach your executive

by mail
at Box 231  110-174 Wilson Street, Victoria, BC  V9A 7N7 

or by email
to esquimaltroyalroads@gmail.com 

By Bo Filter

US Senate Bill S.2277 petitions Presi-
dent Obama to ignite an all-out preemptive 
nuclear strike on Russia, increasing the 
chance of annihilation like never before. 
The roots of S.2277 go back to the dawning 
of the atomic age in the 1940s. Since then, 
the discussion of creating and using weap-
ons of mass destruction has only grown 
more aggressive.

Neo-conservative Richard Perle, re-
ferred to as the prince of darkness, has 
been pining for quite some time that the 
US should preemptively strike Russia. He 
claims that preemption is a no-brainer. His 
presumed logic goes like this: If you see 
that your neighbour has put up a missile in 
his yard, then you not only have the right 
to erect a missile yourself, you must strike 
him before he can strike you, as a matter of 
self-preservation.

Perle’s simplistic nuclear brinksman-
ship has great popularity among Pentagon 
warlords and institutionalized warmongers, 
creating the atmosphere for S.2277. Twen-
ty Republicans sponsor the bill, which is, in 
effect, a declaration of nuclear war. As con-
text, no nuclear attacks are planned against 
the other nuclear powers of France, the UK, 
and Israel because they are already puppet 
colonies under US imperial control.

Russia is targeted because President 
Vladimir Putin refuses to take orders from 
Washington. A casas belli is required to 
justify crimes of aggression, and since the 
US has successfully invaded other coun-
tries on trumped up charges, why change 
the template of framing targets, which is so 
comfortable to psychopathic thinking.

As pretext, the target country must bear 
blame for a pre-arranged atrocity or tragic 
event, thus, the constant media throng, 
“Russian Aggression in Ukraine”. The op-
posing reality of US aggression in Ukraine 
began immediately upon the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union in December, 1991. 

By dissolving the USSR, President 
Mikhail Gorbachev thought that he could 
deal a decisive blow to US aspirations for 
global domination by depriving US war-
mongers of their enemy. With the enemy 
gone, excuses to invade other countries al-
legedly under Soviet control disappear. Not 
so fast, Mr. Gorbachev. 

By spring of 1992, Dick Cheney had 
already penned plans for colonizing all of 
greater Russia. Ukraine was no exception. 

The Pentagon’s entrenched destabili-
zation program went to work immediately. 
Highly financed US NGOs, like the Na-
tional Endowment for Democracy, invaded 
Ukraine. They set up propagandistic media 
outlets, typified by sensational inflamma-
tory headlines, followed by un-researched 
stories lacking any credible legitimacy. 
They made a grab for political power. They 
infiltrated the military. They seized state-
controlled companies and natural resourc-

es as fast as they could. 
In February 2014, coup leader Victoria 

Nuland, US Assistant Secretary of State for 
European and Eurasian Affairs,  bragged 
to oil-company executives (while standing 
next to a Chevron sign) that the $5 billion 
destabilization package set up in 1992 was 
now coming to fruition. Following the US-
sponsored Nazi coup, Chevron was award-
ed a major contract. 

Similarly, US Vice-President Joe 
Biden’s son suddenly appeared on the 
board of directors of the largest private-
ly owned oil-company in Ukraine. Such 
machinations fail to complement the puta-
tive Russian aggression scenario, so better 
left with little fanfare in the corporate mass 
media, rather than wave celebrative flags 
of colonial conquest. 

Still, conquest is a process rather than 
an open and shut deal. There have been 
hiccups along the way. When George Bush 
hailed “mission accomplished” in his 2003 
invasion of Iraq, acquisition of the oil fields 
was not quite so simple, and free access 
has still not been secured, as Iraqis con-
tinue to fight for their stolen oil fields. 

The invasion of Ukraine is not going 
well either. Hubris blocks western hege-
mons from tuning into reality. For instance, 
why would Ukraine, a country that suffered 
enormously under Nazi occupation during 
WWII, be thrilled and accepting to host the 
resurrection of Nazism to statehood? Hitler 
almost destroyed Ukraine. 

But blindness inherent in western arro-
gance and megalomania could not foresee 
the current backlash against their new Nazi 
junta in Kiev. Remaining ever blind and im-
perialistic, the US has imposed a war tax 
on Ukrainians to pay for their own slaughter 
by the neo-Nazis. 

Now the Nazis are trying to conscript 
young men to kill their own. The response 
so far has been to pile up the conscription 
orders in front of the recruiting officer and 
set them on fire. Women are occupying re-
cruiting stations and waving signs that tell 
the junta to conscript their own offspring 
and not the youth of the poor. They’re sick 
and tired of being the fodder for rich men’s 
wars and profit. 

With the ground war failing, the US junta 
has taken to the skies, bombing every per-
ceived stronghold of Ukraine loyalists trying 
to survive the US proxy invasion. Since the 
EU has been slow to endorse the big lie of 
Russian aggression, the US has had to up 
the pressure on EU countries with a new 
pretext, the merciless downing of an airliner 
by Russia.

Not unexpectedly, this false-flag opera-
tion is falling apart as well. So the US he-
gemons are coming down to their last and 
desperate hope—nuclear war. This brings 
us back to Richard Perle’s manifesto—that 
nuclear war should be viewed as a natural 
posture of defence, as so readily prepared 
in S.2277. 

Nuclear war and the possibility of an-
nihilation are worth risking if you are com-
pelled by the twisted logic of a psychopath. 
The rest of us must realize that inherent to 
psychopathic thinking is the feature that 
they cannot stop themselves. Psycho-
paths are, in real time, out of control. This 
fact means that you, you, and you—all of 
us—must march against Washington’s war 
planners and remove them from positions 
of power.

Bo Filter is a veteran social scientist and author 
of: The Cause of Wars and Aggression. Reviews 
at Global Justice Publishing.

Framing Russia fulfills Perle manifesto

Victoria Nuland, US Assistant Secre-
tary of State for European and Eurasian 
Affairs, pictured with US-sponsored 
Ukraine neo-Nazi putsch leaders.

By New Democratic Youth of Canada

An ocean away from Palestine, Cana-
dians have watched in absolute horror as 
the death toll continues to mount. In three 
short weeks, hundreds of people in Gaza, a 
majority of them civilians, have been wiped 
out at the discretion of the Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF).

Anger, disbelief, outrage -- we’ve felt 

these emotions before. We watched in hor-
ror as the US dropped thousands of bombs 
on Iraq, we marched in the streets to protest 
NATO’s brutal occupation of Afghanistan 
and we’ve reacted with vile disgust at Rus-
sia’s cruel and bloody invasion of Ukraine. 
That is because as a nation we feel the 
pain of global conflict first hand: through 
the sacrifice of our own young women and 
men abroad, and through the incredible re-
silience of the many refugees fleeing these 
very conflicts, coming to Canada to seek a 
more just life.

If we are to live up to the standards of 
peace and tolerance that we’ve set for our-
selves domestically, on a global scale, it is 
our responsibility to call for restraint and 
seek mediation whenever war rears its ugly 
head. In our short lifetime we’ve witnessed 
the same violent scene repeated time and 
time again, so we ask: how is this situation 
any different?

As the next generation, we are destined 
to inherit incredible political, environmental 
and logistical challenges. For us, the past 
21 days have been deeply disheartening, 
as we now see that we are also destined 
to inherit a more violent world. And it isn’t 
only because Stephen Harper has proven 
himself (yet again) to be incompetent at 
representing Canada on the world stage 
but rather, also due to the hesitation from 
our Official Opposition when it comes to 
standing up for New Democratic values on 
this issue.

With respect to the current situation in 
Gaza, there can be no question: the NDP 
has been open about its desire to see hos-
tilities cease from both sides in this conflict. 
Hamas must stop firing rockets indiscrimi-
nately at civilians, and so must the IDF.

But on the question of Palestine, let’s 
be clear:

Section 4.1 (f) of the 2013 NDP Policy 
Book states that the NDP supports “work-
ing with partners for peace in Israel and 
Palestine, respecting UN resolutions and 
international law, supporting peaceful co-
existence in viable, independent states 
with agreed-upon borders, an end to Israeli 
occupation of Palestinian land, and an end 

to violence targeting civilians.”
These resolutions include those that 

call for the withdrawal from occupied ter-
ritories during the 1967 war [1], the legiti-
macy of the struggle for liberation from for-
eign domination by all available means [2], 
condemnation of governments that don’t 
recognize the right to self determination 
and independence of peoples under for-
eign domination[3], and more recently, the 
upgrade of Palestine to a nonmember state 

of the United Nations [4].
We demand a fair approach be 

taken with the situation in Gaza, 
one that adheres to the above men-
tioned United Nations resolutions, 
among many others. As citizens of 
the world we owe it to each other to 
admit that no state can ever achieve 
security through force of arms. If ter-
ror groups are to be rendered irrel-
evant, and the growth of extremism 
stemmed, then we must address the 
root cause of the violence, not its 
symptoms.

It is time for Canadians to know 
where the NDP stands on this issue: as 
the only party that seeks a comprehensive 
and viable solution on agreed upon bor-
ders, that guarantees the security of both 
Israeli and Palestinian citizens to co-exist 
in peace.

That is why New Democrats should nev-
er shy away from condemning the slaugh-
ter of civilians, no matter where it happens, 
or who perpetrates the act. That is why we 
agree with independent groups like Jewish 
Voices for Peace, who have called for an 
end to the bombing of Gaza, and for Israel 
to be held accountable for its actions [5].

We must further acknowledge that in 
the almost 20 years since the Oslo Peace 
Accords, the situation on the ground in Pal-
estine has deteriorated so badly that it is 
nearly impossible to imagine a contiguous 
two-state solution based on the 1967 bor-
ders- at least without serious land conces-
sions from existing settlements.

Our government’s inaction and pa-
ralysis on the world stage is our shame 
to wear. By providing unflinching political 
cover for the Israeli state, we enable a situ-
ation where it is likely that much of the West 
Bank [6] will be annexed, and the erosion 
of Palestinian lands that started so many 
years ago will be complete.

That is, unless we finally elect a govern-
ment that believes that upholding human 
rights and working to create lasting peace 
should be primary goals of a just foreign 
policy.
Sources:
[1] United Nations Security Council Resolution 
S/RES/242 22 Nov 1967
[2] United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/3246 (XXIX) 29 Nov 1974
[3] United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/33/24 29 Nov 1978
[4] United Nations General Assembly Resolution 
A/RES/67/19 4 Dec 2012
[5] Jewish Voices for Peace: End the Bombing. 
Hold Israel Accountable July 2014
[6] The West Bank was divided into areas A, B, 
and C during the Oslo II accords. Area C has 
been under Israeli civil and military control. It ac-
counts for a majority of the territory of the West 
Bank Map of Area C, Retrieved from NPR.org 
«Palestinians fear new Israeli moves in West 
Bank» 30 Jul 2012

__._,_.___

NDP youth speak out on Gaza: 
“It’s time to call a spade a spade”

Photo by Mohammed Saber/EPA
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By Jim Manly

Editors’ note: Jim Manly, 81, is a two-
term former NDP Member of Parliament. 
In 2012 he was jailed for nearly a week 
in Israel after taking part in an interna-
tional solidarity mission aboard the Es-
telle, which challenged the Israeli gov-
ernment’s blockade of Gaza. 

Recently, Jim’s son Paul Manly was 
denied the right to contest the NDP 
nomination in the federal riding of Na-
naimo-Ladysmith, allegedly because of 
his words and actions while his father 
was imprisoned in Israel. 

In this piece, Jim Manly comments 
for the first time on his son’s situation, 
the NDP’s secretive candidate-vetting 
process, and the party’s response to the 
latest deadly attacks on Gaza.

In Oct. 2012 I was the only North Ameri-
can in an international crew from Finland, 
Sweden, Norway, Spain, Italy, Greece and 
Israel on the Estelle, a 53-metre three-
masted sailing vessel, sailing under the 
Finnish flag, which we hoped would be 
able to get to Gaza. In this way we would 
symbolically break the illegal and inhuman 
blockade that the Israelis have imposed 
on Gaza in the name of “security.” After 
all, what security threat could an unarmed 
sailing vessel, crewed by people commit-
ted to non-violence, pose to the fourth most 
powerful military in the world? But the Is-
raelis regarded us with more panic than 
the English did when faced by the Spanish 
Armada. They even appealed to the United 
Nations to stop us.

We had a load of humanitarian supplies 
for the besieged people of Gaza, but this 
was only symbolic. What Gaza needed and 
needs was not international charity but the 
ability to once again take part in interna-
tional trade. The Israeli blockade has been 
choking the economy and the people of 
Gaza to death. 

So, in addition to bringing some token 
supplies, we were also bringing a mes-
sage of hope, telling the people of Gaza 
that they were not forgotten. The enthusi-
astic support of thousands of people who 
greeted the Estelle as it made its journey 
from Sweden, with stops in France, Spain 
and Italy, showed that indeed the ordinary 
people of the world supported the people 
of Gaza and other Palestinians living under 
Israeli occupation.

Silence means consent
In addition, we hoped that our voyage 

would encourage governments around 
the world to speak out against the Israeli 
blockade. I had no hope that the Harper 
government would do this—I may be naïve, 
but I’m not stupid—but, as a former MP for 
the New Democratic Party, I did hope that 
my presence on the boat would encourage 
some members of the current NDP caucus 
to speak up. Members of the Canadian 
Boat to Gaza team, including my wife, Eva, 
were writing to members of more than one 
political party asking them to speak out 
about Gaza and to endorse the Estelle. 
They were met by a deafening silence. At 
one point I sent a message, via Eva, to our 
son Paul Manly to forward to the NDP cau-
cus. “Does the NDP support the blockade 
of Gaza? Silence means consent.” Tweet-
ing this to the caucus for me is one of Paul’s 
more serious crimes.

While we were still in international wa-
ters we were overtaken, surrounded by a 
fleet of Israeli gunboats and boarded by 
members of the Israel Defense Forces 
wearing black balaclavas so they could 
not be identified. They took down the Finn-
ish flag and hoisted the Israeli flag, which 
seems to have replaced the skull and 
crossbones as the universal flag of piracy. 
During our non-violent resistance, 11 mem-
bers of the crew were tasered, including 
two seniors and one person who was taser-
ed five times, before being dragged to the 
afterdeck, where all of us sat in the hot sun 
for 10 and a half hours while the boat was 
towed into the Israeli port of Ashdod. Luck-
ily I was not tasered.

After three different interrogation ses-

sions—which I found gruelling although 
they were non-violent and comparatively 
mild as such sessions go—we were taken 
to a detention centre, where we spent the 
next three days. Again, as prison experi-
ences go, ours was short and mild. We had 
blankets, foam mattresses and bunk beds; 
we were able to visit with each other during 
meal times, and the food was roughly com-
parable to that which I have experienced in 
Canadian hospitals.

Eva and our family had the most har-
rowing part of the experience since they 
had no news of where I was, what was 
happening, or how my health was standing 
up. They knew about the horrendous expe-
riences, including nine deaths, of the Mavi 
Marmara crew, as well as the nasty jail time 
of those on the Tahrir. It was in this context 
that Paul spoke out in the media, and wrote 
press releases and an article for rabble.ca.

Why my son spoke out
After speaking with our own MP, Jean 

Crowder, and NDP Foreign Affairs Critic 
Paul Dewar, and hearing that they could 
not or would not speak out publicly about 
the Estelle’s illegal seizure in international 
waters and my imprisonment, Paul wrote 
to the NDP caucus about its continuing si-
lence and being “whipped and muzzled” on 
this issue. He repeated the assertion that 
the caucus was whipped and muzzled in an 
interview with Peter O’Neil. 

This single instance of public criticism 
of the NDP leader and caucus came when 
he had still not heard of my well-being, 
and was at a point of complete frustration 
and feeling like the party had abandoned 
both its principles and his father. These 
are Paul’s sins. (One caucus member, af-
ter Paul apologized, said that if it had been 
their father they would have reacted in ex-
actly the same way.)

Although the Israeli authorities pushed 
those aboard the Estelle to sign a docu-
ment saying we had entered Israel illegally, 
none of us agreed to do so, following the 
advice of our excellent Israeli lawyer, Gabbi 
Laski. Later the authorities brought us a 
different document, which we did sign; this 
one simply gave Israel the right to deport us 
immediately instead of waiting the legally 
required three days in case we wanted to 
appeal—which I certainly didn’t.

I regret that Paul’s political career has 
become a casualty to his concern for me. 
I think he would have been a great and ef-
fective MP—far more so than I ever man-
aged to be. I also deeply regret that the 
NDP itself has become a casualty to a false 
friendship with Israel. True friends speak 
the truth. Instead people like Harper (unfor-
tunately found in every party) continue to 
support the current Israeli government as 
its human rights abuses, its violence and 
its illegal occupation of Palestinian territory 
drag it ever deeper into the mire of apart-
heid and racism.

Today’s NDP has lost its voice and its 
direction

To criticize the Netanyahu government 
for its illegality and wrongdoing is not anti-
Semitic any more than criticizing the Harper 
government is anti-Canadian or criticizing a 
whipped and muzzled caucus is anti-NDP. 
Today’s NDP, seeking to avoid controver-
sial decisions, has not only lost its voice 
but also its direction. As the recent Ontario 
elections and federal by-elections show, if 
people want a liberal government they will 
vote for the real thing. And if New Demo-
crats want politically progressive represen-
tation—who are they to vote for?

Canadians expect a government that is 
open and accountable, but how can they 
get that from a party that hides behind a 
cloak of secrecy that it falsely calls “confi-
dentiality.” The NDP will not even send the 
rejected candidate the reasons in writing 
for his rejection. Paul Manly did nothing 
criminal or against published NDP policy. 
Confidentiality in this process should be to 
protect the candidates, who were required 
to submit a vast amount of personal infor-
mation; it should not be used to give party 
officials carte blanche over who can put 
their names forward for nomination and not 
give any reasons for rejecting them. This 

leaves the NDP open to charges that it has 
secret policies that it is not telling the public. 
Refusing to tell candidates why they were 
rejected is sadly reminiscent, in its lack of 
due process, of the practice of authoritar-
ian governments arresting and imprisoning 
people without formal charges and without 
giving them an opportunity to face their ac-
cusers. This is not worthy of the NDP.

In the meantime Israel’s inhuman block-
ade of Gaza continues, and the Palestinian 
people continue to suffer. Using the excuse 
of the reprehensible murder of three young 
Israelis, the Netanyahu government has 
taken the even more reprehensible action 
of punishing an entire nation.

Nurit Peled-Elhanen is the daughter 
of an Israeli general who later became a 
peace activist, and mother of Elik, a for-
mer IDF member who was on board the 
Estelle. She knows firsthand the tragedy of 
Israeli-Palestinian violence since her own 
daughter was killed by a suicide bomber; 
however, she refused to blame this on the 
Palestinians but rather saw it as the result of 
the oppressive Israeli occupation. With re-
spect to the recent murders, she said, “The 
blame for the murder of the three Jewish 
boys and for the murder of … Palestinian 
children should be placed where it belongs: 
on the hands of the Israeli racist regime of 
occupation, apartheid and sociocide.”

The majority of Palestinians and a sig-
nificant minority of Israelis continue to look 
for non-violent ways to end the occupation 
and oppression. We in Canada can join 
with others around the world in support for 
them by taking part in the boycott, divest-
ment and sanctions movement against Is-
raeli goods made in occupied Palestinian 
territory.

In face of destruction, we need a spirit of su-
mud

We can also support Gaza’s Ark, a 
solidarity project whose vessel was tar-
geted and destroyed by Israeli shelling of 
the Gaza seaport several days ago. This 
project was spearheaded by the Canadian 
Boat to Gaza team and other international 
groups. Palestinian workers were refur-
bishing an old fish boat to carry trade goods 

from Gaza to the outside world—thus chal-
lenging the blockade from within.

With Israel’s vicious assault on the Pal-
estinian people of Gaza, killing more than 
172 at last count [Ed note, now more than 
1,900] and destroying homes and public 
buildings, it seems like a small thing that 
Gaza’s Ark was also targeted and burned. 
Canadians and other international support-
ers who have contributed time and money 
towards this project feel a pang of loss, and 
while they know that the burning of Gaza’s 
Ark was deliberate, they also know that its 
destruction was infinitesimal when seen in 
the context of the death and destruction 
caused by Israel’s assault on the Palestin-
ian people. 

The Arabic word sumud describes the 
Palestinian response to this assault; along 
with mourning and a great sense of be-
reavement, Palestinians have a deep com-
mitment to carry on, to persevere and not 
to be defeated. This is sumud. It is time for 
all who support freedom, peace and justice 
for the Palestinians to share in this spirit of 
sumud and to continue the struggle. An im-
portant part of that struggle is to push the 
NDP and others to stand up for these val-
ues they claim to hold.

The Palestinian people of Gaza and the 
West Bank are not giving up their struggle 
in spite of horrendous odds. Canadians 
who support peace, freedom and justice 
must not give up either—in spite of the 
complicity, silence and cowardice of our 
political parties and their leaders.

Jim Manly was born 1932 in Saskatchewan, 
and moved with his family to Nanaimo in 1943. 
Ordained by the United Church in 1957, Manly 
served as minister in northern BC, Vancouver 
Island, Ottawa and Vancouver before retiring in 
1997. From 1980 to 1988 Manly was the NDP 
Member of Parliament for Cowichan-Malahat-
the Islands. He was NDP critic for Indian Affairs, 
Fisheries and Oceans, and International De-
velopment. He and his wife Eva continue to be 
active in their community with a focus on First 
Nations issues, the environment and Palestine/
Israel with Mid-Islanders for Justice & Peace in 
the Middle East and United Network for Justice 
& Peace in Palestine/Israel.

In face of political cowardice, the struggle for justice in Palestine continues
A former NDP Member of Parliament argues his party needs to find its voice on an issue of principle
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By Diane McNally

One more BC Education summer chal-
lenge: Let’s have a conversation about 
K-12 public education in BC without using 
the exceptionally tired and empty phrase 
“the system is broken” (Times Colonist Edi-
torial, August 2). 

The “system” is collective bargaining, 
and it is not broken. One of the parties con-
tinually refuses to play by the rules of en-
gagement, as ideologically, that party -- that 
would be the current government of British 
Columbia -- has zero interest in recognizing 
unionized workers or collective bargaining, 
and is doing everything it can do ensure a 
workers’ race to the bottom when unions 
are dismantled and workers are forced to 
undersell themselves to get even precari-
ous employment. 

The Ministry of Education is hanging 
on to an “opt-out clause” that says that ei-
ther party can opt out of the coming court 
judgement on the government’s appeal of 
Supreme Court Justice Susan Griffin’s res-
toration of class size and composition lan-
guage illegally stripped from the teachers’ 
contracts in 2001 by then-Education Minis-
ter Christy Clark. This opt out clause looks 
like equality for both parties but it’s clear 
who is going to lose in the appeal: 

Since 2001 BC courts have found this 
government to have broken the law in re-
gard to teachers’ contracts three times, with 
the government ignoring those judgements. 
This government can afford to wait out long 
court fights and file appeal after appeal , 
while in the interim unilaterally imposing 
expedient legislation. In 2002 Christy Clark 
brought in Bill 28 (only one example of such 
legislation), the Public Education Flexibility 
and Choice Act, which the BCTF fought in 
court for years, with several sections finally 
struck down in 2011 by the BC Supreme 
Court as unconstitutional. 

Who else could get away with carrying 
on with no consequence after being found 
in contravention of the law three times by 
BC high courts? ? If you and I break the law 
we are called “criminals”.

It is on public record that the strategy of 
this government has been to provoke the 
BCTF into striking, not to come to collective 
bargaining in good faith. 

It’s clear now if it wasn’t before that this 
government has applied essential services 
legislation to K-12 public education in Brit-
ish Columbia not because they think it is 
essential -- obviously, education isn’t es-
sential for the coming September as the 
obvious objective is to turn the populace 
against the BCTF, so privatized education 
will step into the void. 

If handing over $40 per child per day 
of public tax dollars marked for education 
is so easy, wait for the per pupil grant of 
$6900 to be handed over, and kiss public 
education in BC goodbye.

Christy Clark’s dream of user-pay 
stealth taxes for everything and a society 
devoid of social goods after cutting taxes 
drastically though the early 2000s, is on the 
cusp of realization. Taking down the BCTF 
has always been critical to achieve this, as 
a fully funded public education has always 
been a centrepiece of a democratic society 
that values principles of social justice.

We have a fundamentally broken pro-
vincial government, not a “broken system”.

Diane McNally has been a School Trustee on the 
Board of Education of School District 61 Greater 
Victoria since January 2012. She retired from 
teaching in 2011 after 35 years in classrooms as 
a member of the ATA, CUPE, and the BCTF. She 
graduated with a BEd from the University of Vic-
toria and an MBA from Royal Roads University.

This article first appeared in the Victoria Times 
Colonist, August 10, 2012, and is reprinted with 
permission of the author.

By Deborah Nohr

As the teachers’ strike sadly continues 
through the summer let’s clarify the two 
main issues.

The first issue is proper funding to sup-
port effective learning experiences such as 
class size and composition limits, coun-
selling time, timely assessments, learning 
support  for students with more significant 
needs, specific funding for students with 
exceptional needs (learning disabilities, fe-
tal alcohol spectrum, severe behaviour etc) 
and time to consult for educational aides 
and teachers. Is there anyone that does not 
see this as a first priority for public educa-
tion and our society? 

The second issue is a fair wage settle-
ment for teachers. Universally, the pub-
lic expresses to me the point of view that 
every workers’ wage should keep up to 
inflation. Anything else is a regressive eco-
nomic policy. 

I am particularly concerned with the 
economic policy of the day that proudly 
claims to have the lowest corporate tax rate 
yet claims to have insufficient funding for 
public education. I question their compe-
tency and priorities. Through this economic 
policy hundreds of millions of dollars are 
lost to education, health and our most vul-
nerable citizens (social services). 

I am deeply grateful to those parents 
and citizens that have spoken out and those 
who are beginning to speak out about their 
own children’s experiences in underfunded 
schools and classrooms. 

The citizen’s group, Protect Public Ed-
ucation Now, recently delivered a petition 
with 2000 names to the constituency office 
of Premier Clark demanding sustainably 
funded, accessible high quality public edu-
cation. 

The organization, B.C. Citizens and 
Voters Supporting BC Teachers and Pub-
lic Education, is now publicly expressing 
their explicit experiences and specific ex-
pectations for their vision of our schools 
and communities. They are a strong voice 
with growing numbers in the social media 
sphere. 

Support BC Teachers / Facebook was 
established by Jordan Watters, a Victoria 
mother of two preschool children. Funding 
for every child is a social equity issue from 
Ms. Watters’ perspective as she considers 
the daily experiences and outcomes for 
children. 

VPEC, Victoria Public Education Coali-
tion, is a grassroots group working to in-
form the public about the key issues such 
as saving neighbourhood schools and de-
manding more public engagement, trans-
parency and accountability in School Dis-
trict 61. 

Let’s be clear, those from higher socio-
economic areas receive more because 
these parents have the confidence to ex-

press and demand funding to meet their 
children’s needs. When there is inadequate 
funding those with more, get more and 
those with less, get less. I had to learn this 
sad truth.

I am speaking on behalf of myself when 
I state that I am disappointed that the pro-
vincial trustees’ association, BCSTA, has 
not clearly demanded, as per the BC Su-
preme Court  decision (Justice Griffin) and 
as per what is in the best interests of our 
children, the restoration of funding and the 
right of teachers to negotiate class size and 
composition. 

The government’s resistance to imple-
ment the funding as stated in the two court 
decisions suggests to me their discounting 
and disrespect for teacher expertize. I won-
der how the trustees’ organization, with a 
mandate through the School Act, to ensure 
student achievement, cannot speak out 
boldly on these two issues? 

A recent letter from the BCSTA presi-
dent stated, “...pressing for a fair and sus-
tainable negotiated settlement (vague) that 
will return stability to our students and our 
public education system. I also know that 
this turmoil will eventually end and that 
trustees and administrators will then have 
the critical task of rebuilding relationships 
and trust.” 

I say this is not about rebuilding rela-
tionships between teachers, parents and 
administrators but rather it is about restor-
ing funding so every child receives the ap-
propriate level of instruction necessary to 
master skills and concepts, as well have a 
strong sense of identity as a learner. This is 
what I would expect from the BCSTA.

Finally, where is the voice of our educa-
tional leaders, the principals and vice prin-
cipals (BCPVPA)? In a recent letter from 
the provincial principals’ and vice principals’ 
association, the following was expressed, 
“Principals and vice principals do not have 
the answers to resolve the issues facing 
our schools…”

In every personal conversation I have 
had with our principals and vice principals 
they have clearly expressed the need for 
more funding, specific funding for students 
with special education designations and the 
necessity of balancing our classes through 
the consideration of composition issues. If 
their voice was added to the teachers’ voice 
it would have a very powerful compound ef-
fect in influencing and validating for citizens 
and voters the reality of underfunding in our 
classrooms.

Let’s continue to speak out and stay 
riveted on the vision of an educated and 
self actualized society; a deeply held desire 
that we all have for all our children and gen-
erations to come.

Deborah Nohr is a school trustee in School Dis-
trict 61 (Victoria).

Who is on the side of 
public education, who?

A fundamentally broken 
provincial government

VANCOUVER -- In a new paper entitled 
Avoiding Collapse: An agenda for sustain-
able degrowth and relocalizing the econ-
omy, UBC Professor Emeritus William E. 
Rees, the originator of “ecological footprint 
analysis”, explores the interconnections 
between the ecological and social crises 
we face, and then offers up an inventory of 
policy solutions to address them. 

His extended essay highlights the most 
pressing global challenges we face –– the 
climate emergency, the reality of ecological 
“overshoot” that already exceeds the long-
term carrying capacity of the earth, and 
outrageous and unsustainable levels of in-
equality. But the paper also offers a hope-
ful way forward, a whole new approach to 
sustainable planning at every level. 

The solutions proposed relate to trade 
policy, taxation policy, regulatory policy, a 

re-localization of economic planning, and 
many other areas, but also speak to the 
urgent need to shift popular culture away 
from rampant consumerism and a blind 
faith in material growth. 

Rees contends that tackling the ecologi-
cal crisis will require a much more equitable 
sharing of the world’s resources – a “new 
social contract” both locally and globally.

William E. Rees is an ecological econo-
mist Professor Emeritus and former direc-
tor of the University of British Columbia’s 
School of Community and Regional Plan-
ning. 

The originator of eco-footprint analysis, 
Dr. Rees was a founding director and past-
president of the Canadian Society for Eco-
logical Economics, and is a Fellow of the 
Post-Carbon Institute.

New paper warns of global “ecological 
overshoot” and rising inequality
UBC professor publication highlights policy alternatives to 
achieve true sustainability in CCPA publication 
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ERIK
KAYE
FOR VICTORIA CITY COUNCIL

www.ErikKaye2014.com
250.885.5667    e.kaye@shaw.ca

Authorized by Tony Sprackett, Financial Agent for Erik Kaye

By Erik Kaye

I am running for Victoria City Council 
and the Capital Regional District Board in 
the November 15 municipal election.   It’s 
been a great summer for me so far on the 
campaign trail.  As of the August 9 week-
end, I’ve knocked on doors in nearly every 
major residential neighbourhood in Victoria, 
and attended many public events such as 
Pride, the Moss Street Paint-In, and Gordy 
Dodd’s Walk for Peace and the Victoria La-
bour Council BBQ.  

On the doorstep, voters are telling me 
our quality of life is what they value most 
about living in Victoria.  Vibrant neighbour-
hoods where people know their neigh-
bours, featuring well-preserved heritage 
homes, accessible green spaces and at-
tractive public squares – this is what makes 
Victoria the most liveable city in Canada.

But Victoria residents know we can’t 
take our success for granted, and the de-
cisions we make as a community over the 
next four years will be crucial in addressing 
key challenges like infrastructure, afford-
able housing and climate change.   

I have a proven record of working 
across party lines to get things done, and 
that’s the approach I will take if elected on 
November 15.

Kaye on the Issues
I am getting a lot of questions on my po-

sitions on the hot issues, like CRD amalga-
mation, sewage treatment and the Johnson 
Street Bridge.   Here is a brief summary of 
where I stand, but for more details, please 
visit my website at www.ErikKaye2014.com

Amalgamation:   I support reducing 
the number of municipalities in the Capital 
Region, and will be voting YES to the non-
binding referendum question on the Victo-
ria election ballot on November 15.  I want 
to see more detailed studies and reviews of 
municipal amalgamations in other jurisdic-
tions, before proposing a specific new gov-
ernance model for the South Island.

Sewage Treatment: I believe we cannot 
continue dumping raw sewage into our vul-
nerable marine environment.  We need to 
proceed with sewage treatment in the Capi-
tal Region.  I support an independent re-
view, done by experts with no connection to 
the CRD or Seaterra, of the decentralized 
RITE Plan proposal vs the CRD’s central 
plant approach, to determine which is more 
cost-effective, allows greater opportunities 
for resource recovery and has the least en-
vironmental impact.  

Johnson Street Bridge:  We need to 

bring the bridge project to a successful 
completion in an open and transparent 
manner.  The city should implement con-
sultant Jonathan Huggett’s report in its en-
tirety, and ensure an updated project time-
line and revised budget are presented to 
Council prior to the November 15 election. 

Endorsements
I’m very proud and honoured to have 

the support of prominent community mem-
bers like Kelly Newhook and Edward Pull-
man, as well as local NDP MLAs Rob Flem-
ing and Carole James, as well as Victoria 
NDP MP Murray Rankin.

One of my environmental mentors, Guy 
Dauncey, has also endorsed my campaign 
for Victoria City Council.  I will be announc-
ing more endorsers over the course of the 
campaign.  You can see my list of endors-
ers and add your own endorsement at 
www.erikkaye2014.com/endorsements

How you can get involved
I want to thank my many volunteers 

who have been helping with canvassing, 
fundraising, communications and database 
management, and the generous donors out 
there who have made financial contribu-
tions to my campaign.  

I need your help to be successful on 
Election Day.   Turnout is typically low in 
municipal elections, and we need to mobi-
lize at the grass roots to elect progressive 
mayors and councillors on the South Island.

Your donation will help me get the mes-
sage out to voters, and help raise aware-
ness of key election issues.  As a new 
candidate not currently on City Council, my 
success depends on financial support from 
the community.

To Donate:   https://erikkaye.nation-
builder.com/donation

We will be out door-knocking, dropping 
leaflets and organizing events, as well as 
putting up signs starting in mid-September.  
Volunteering on a municipal election cam-
paign is fun, and you will meet lots of com-
mitted and energetic people who want to 
make their city a better place to live, work 
and play.

To Volunteer:  http://www.erikkaye2014.
com/join

Please get in touch with me at any time 
at e.kaye@shaw.ca or 250-885-5667.  I 
look forward to hearing from you.

Erik Kaye is candidate for Victoria City Council 
and CRD Director. For more information go to  
www.ErikKaye2014.com or www.facebook.com/
erikkaye2014?ref_type=bookmark.

By Dean Fortin

This summer, Victoria City Council ap-
proved several new initiatives that will im-
prove public places, advance safe active 
transportation options and support growth 
in the local economy. I am pleased to share 
these updates with you.

Introducing a new cycling master plan: 
“Bold and Irresistible”

The City of Victoria is renowned for its 
high cycling ridership, with approximately 
11% of commuters travelling to work by 
bike and a climate that is conducive to 
year-round riding. 

Over the last six years, we have added 
more than 12km of bike lanes in Victoria, in-
creasing our cycling network by more than 
30%, but ridership hasn’t increased signifi-
cantly in that time. We recognized that in 
order to break through this plateau and to 
make cycling a viable alternative to driving 
alone for more of our citizens, we needed 
to move some bold improvements to Victo-
ria’s cycling network.

This is why last year I launched a Cy-
cling Task Force with Councillors Marianne 
Alto and Ben Isitt to update Victoria’s Bicy-
cle Master Plan. We wanted to know, espe-
cially from non-riders, what would get more 
people riding bikes. This spring, we heard 
from more than 2,800 people. 

The feedback received from current and 
prospective cyclists was similar -- safety is 
the largest barrier. The top recommenda-
tions were to physically separate cyclists 
from motor vehicle traffic on arterial streets, 
to add quieter, local roads to the network 
and introduce more traffic calming mea-
sures on these quieter roads. 

We were asked to create “all ages and 
abilities” routes offering a low-stress, high-
quality cycling experience which will include 
traffic calming measures, physical separa-
tion and safer intersections and crossings.

In the City of Victoria, we are working 
to make “cycling irresistible” through good 
connections to key destinations and an 
overall high quality of experience. High-
lights of the updated cycling network will 
include:

•	 Better connections to and within 
downtown

•	 All public schools, community 
centres and senior centres are connected

•	 Urban villages and town centres 
are all on or within one block of a cycling 
route

In the next five years, we will invest ap-
proximately $5 million in cycling improve-
ments, implementing the changes that we 
heard are important to our community and 
helping advance greener transportation op-

tions in our city.

Boulevard gardening given green light
The City of Victoria has changed long-

standing regulations and is now officially al-
lowing renters and home owners to use the 
public land in front of their residents for gar-
dening. At the root of the policy change is 
the desire to help with local food security 
and build community. 

Victoria also supports a number of 
neighbourhood community gardens and 
two community orchard programs. We 
know that the availability of nutritious, af-
fordable food is critical to the health and 
well-being of citizens. Local food produc-
tion can reduce residents and families reli-
ance on charitable food services, such as 
food banks, for regular access to food.

Deal inked with Harbour Air
The City has negotiated a lease with 

Harbour Air for the water lot area that fronts 
the City’s lands at Ship Point. The deal 
brings new ongoing income to the City 
and sees investment in a major transpor-
tation gateway to Victoria. The terms in-
clude annual revenue to the City starting at 
$202,000 and rising to $253,000 over five 
years. 

The float plane terminal will move off of 
the existing site on the City’s land and onto 
the City-owned water lot where the float 
plane docks are currently located. This will 
enable a new public plaza to be construct-
ed on this important waterfront site in future 
years, as part of the David Foster Way, a 
4 km public waterfront pathway. The deal 
includes a $225,000 contribution from Har-
bour Air towards the new public plaza.

The new lease enables Harbour Air to 
move forward with a multi-million dollar in-
vestment in the new terminal building. The 
terminal will be constructed off-site and is 
scheduled to be installed on the water lot 
no later than January 31, 2017.

Moving forward
It is remarkable to reflect on how far we 

have come. This is not a time to fall back 
-- it is time to move forward to ensure that 
our city is welcoming for all. With your sup-
port, I know we can accomplish even more. 
I look forward to continuing to work with 
you to build a greener, more compassion-
ate and prosperous city. 

As always, I invite you to contact me to 
share your thoughts, concerns and vision 
for our Victoria. You can reach me by email 
at dean@deanfortin.ca, or stay connected 
with me at www.deanfortin.ca or on Face-
book and twitter.

Dean Fortin is Mayor of the City of Victoria.

New city initiatives enhance 
public places, environment 
and local economy

Update from the campaign trail

Amid crowds attending Earth Walk in Victoria’s Centennial Square, Victoria Council 
candidate Erik Kaye (centre) pauses to enjoy the ambience.         --Photo by Tony Sprackett 

VICTORIA – In the autumn of 2013 the 
Bipolar Disorder Society of BC teamed up 
with researchers from the Collaborative 
Research Team to Study Bipolar Disorder 
(CREST.BD), a community-based research 
network in the University of British Colum-
bia’s Department of Psychiatry, to form the 
ground breaking Bipolar Youth Action Proj-
ect. 

The team secured $159,000 from the 
Vancouver Foundation to work on this 
youth-focused study, which will be steered 
by peer researchers aged 19 to 25 on two 
“Youth Action Groups” for which recruit-
ment has just begun. 

Over the next two years,  the Bipolar 
Youth Action Project will explore how youth 
can stay well living with bipolar disorder 
and share this knowledge with the wider 
community. 

The project doesn’t stop there, as the 
Youth Action Groups will be designing and 
hosting two Research Forums, the first 

slated to be in held late 2014. Up to 50 
youth aged 16-25 with bipolar disorder will 
be invited to attend the forums which will 
be designed by the young adult research-
ers to create a fun, meaningful and creative 
space for discovery and learning.

Movie Monday, the brainchild of local 
bipolar advocate Bruce Saunders, hosted 
Andrea Paquette, executive director of the 
Bipolar Disorder Society of BC – Bipolar 
Babe Project, and Erin Michalak, CREST.
BD Network leader and Associate Profes-
sor in the UBC Department of Psychiatry 
, who gave a presentation on the Bipolar 
Youth Action Project at Victoria’s Eric Mar-
tin Pavilion August 11. 

This was, followed by a screening of the 
popular documentary, Of Two Minds. 

The public and media were welcomed 
to attend and to pose any questions about 
the project that is in full-swing both in Victo-
ria and in mid-Vancouver Island.

Unique and innovative Bipolar Youth 
Research Project granted $159,000,
featured at very popular Movie Monday 
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A Voice for Working People & the Environment!

ROB 
DOUGLAS
for North
Cowichan Council
www.robdouglas.ca

By Ben Isitt

On November 15, residents of the City 
of Victoria and neighbouring municipalities 
and electoral areas in the Capital Region 
will choose their elected representatives 
on municipal councils, school boards, the 
Islands Trust and the Capital Regional Dis-
trict (CRD) board.

More than 100 elected positions will be 
filled. These seats with either be occupied 
by people who share our ideals of commu-
nities and a world that put people and the 
planet before private profit -- or they will be 
occupied by people who don’t know where 
they stand or (worse) by tired apologists of 
a regressive neo-liberal agenda.

The stakes are high in this election and 
I strongly encourage you to get involved in 
local campaigns, to ensure your elected 
representatives share a common vision 
of applying democratic socialist and eco-
logical principles to the governance of our 
communities.

Getting involved can take the form of 
putting up a lawn sign or making a financial 
contribution to a campaign.

Getting involved can also go further 
-- volunteering time a few evenings each 
week to help knock on doors or calling vot-
ers to help mobilize support for our ideals 
and the candidates who embrace them.

With a small group of committed volun-
teers, I was able to knock on nearly every 
door in the City of Victoria in the 2011 elec-
tion. That played a decisive role in my elec-
tion to public office.

I need your help in this election, as do 
other progressive incumbents and new 
candidates who will strengthen our voice at 

 By Rob Douglas

With the low snowpack and unusually 
dry weather, Cowichan Lake is 40 cm lower 
than it should be at this time of year, while 
the river flow is down to 5 cubic metres per 
second and well below typical summer lev-
els.

If the situation does not improve, salm-
on populations will be devastated and the 
Crofton pulp mill could be forced to sus-
pend operations.

This is not the first time drought condi-
tions have caused major problems with the 
Cowichan River. 

In 2012, chinook salmon were trucked 
upstream to spawning grounds after the 
river flow dropped to dangerously low lev-
els, and despite these efforts about 1,000 
fish were still lost.

Part of the solution may be to boost wa-
ter storage behind Cowichan Lake’s weir 
during the spring, making more water avail-
able to increase river flows during the fall. 

At the heart of the problem, however, 
is that control over river flows and storage 
lies with the provincial government through 
the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations, whose approval is 
required prior to any adjustments.

Concern over these issues prompted 
citizens group One Cowichan to press the 
provincial government to allow for greater 
local control of the Cowichan River.  

One Cowichan proposes devolving 
water management responsibilities to the 
Cowichan Watershed Board -- an exist-
ing body made up of representatives ap-
pointed by Cowichan Tribes, the regional 
district, and the federal and provincial gov-
ernments. 

The question is would local control lead 
to better management of our resources, or 
would decision makers at the community 
level simply face the same challenges?

The r
esearch in the field certainly suggests 

that locals are competent enough to take 
on the task.

In 2009, political economist Elinor Os-
trom was awarded the Nobel Prize for her 
research on how local people can work to-
gether to sustainably manage common re-
sources such as fresh water, arable land, 
forests and fisheries - even when senior 
levels of government are not involved.

Ostrom’s work was based on 50 years 
of research in communities around the 
world.  In places such as Switzerland, Ke-
nya, Guatemala, Turkey, Nepal and Los 
Angeles, she found numerous examples 
of locals successfully managing common 
resources and solving their own problems, 
with many having done so for centuries.  

According to Ostrom, these communi-
ties tend to establish their own decision-
making process based on local needs and 
conditions, ensure those affected can par-
ticipate in modifying the rules, make sure 
the rule-making rights of community mem-
bers are respected by outside authorities, 
develop a system for community members 
to monitor behaviour, and devise a proce-
dure for resolving disputes.

And so back to the Cowichan River.  
Can the locals be trusted to control such a 
valuable resource?

We may well be the only ones capable 
of managing the river sustainably during 
this age of worsening drought conditions 
and unpredictable weather patterns.

Rob Douglas is constitu-
ency president of the Co-
wichan Valley NDP and 
can be reached at doug-
las.robert.g@gmail.com.  
The views expressed 
here do not necessarily 
represent those of the 
NDP.

 

the municipal and school board tables.
As your elected official, I have worked 

hard to provide leadership for open, cost-
effective public services, while advocating 
strongly for what we all believe in:

•	 housing with support and harm re-
duction to end homelessness and reduce 
suffering by our most vulnerable citizens;

•	 ecological principles in the man-
agement of parks, agricultural lands, water 
supply and transportation systems;

•	 public ownership and operation of 
municipal services and assets;

•	 land-use development on a hu-
man scale that respects the character of 
neighbourhoods while providing opportuni-
ties for affordable housing;

•	 advocacy to the provincial and 
federal governments on First Nations 
rights, affordability for senior citizens, pov-
erty reduction, protecting the coastline from 
oil tankers, and maintaining Canada Post 
door-to-door delivery;

•	 incomes policies that support the 
right of everyone to live in dignity, including 
the right of working people to organize, bar-
gain collectively and withdraw their labour if 
necessary to achieve fair conditions.

On November 15, we can make gains 
that will strengthen the socialist voice in 
local government and contribute to com-
munities and a world that put people and 
the planet before profit. To get there, we all 
need to work together. Please be in touch 
and get involved.

Ben Isitt is a Victoria City Councillor and CRD 
Director. To contact Ben or get involved, call 
250-882-9302, email bisitt@victoria.ca or visit 
his website www.BenIsitt.ca.

The Cowichan River is 
once again in trouble

Ben Isitt (right) advocates for the rights of workers during a recent demonstration  
by workers in Victoria.”

Socialist voices in local 
government

Victoria-Beacon Hill  
New Democrats

Annual Barbecue
1-3 pm

Sunday, September 14
 235 Niagara Street in James Bay

Admission by Donation
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Last month Victoria City Council’s com-
mittee of the whole considered a resolution 
from Councillor Marianne Alto that would 
urge the provincial government to create a 
social policy framework for British Colum-
bia.

The provincial of Alberta has already 
adopted such a framework, creating a liv-
ing document that provides broad, overall 
direction for provincial social policy. It’s 
a decision-making tool to address social 
challenges, with a common foundation to 
evaluate, measure, and report progress 
on achieving the desired outcomes. The 
framework is part of a dialogue among in-
dividuals, agencies, community organiza-
tions, and the non-profit sector to ensure 
that Albertans who need help get it. 

The Alberta framework includes a clear, 
shared vision for the future, principles to 
guide decision making, desired outcomes, 
key actions that enable results, and clear 
roles and responsibilities among the part-
ners.

Albertans identified four key goals for 
social policy and community in the prov-
ince: reduce inequality; protect vulnerable 
people; enable collaboration and partner-
ships; and create a person-centred system 
of high quality services. Albertans high-
lighted safety, inclusion, health, education, 
training, recreation, and cultural opportu-
nities as the most important outcomes for 
their families and communities. They also 
recommended a number of policy shifts, 
including a focus on prevention and aware-
ness; treating people with dignity; and cre-
ating a system of supports that puts people 
first.  

Like Alberta, BC faces challenges in 
many areas of social justice, like pover-
ty, family violence, addiction and mental 
health, and the over-representation of First 
Nations in our child intervention and jus-
tice systems. A BC social policy framework 
could help communities, the non-profit and 
voluntary sector, government, industry, and 
individuals work together to help to bet-
ter co-ordinate our resources and actions 
to ensure that we are all working together 
towards shared goals for a more inclusive 
and just society.

A BC framework could have an influ-
encing role to guide policy alignment, a 
coordinating role to support the redesign of 
policy and practice, and a clarifying role to 
produce better social service outcomes for 
British Columbians.

This is a creative, pro-active tool to 
advance BC’s delivery of social services 
across provincial ministries, throughout the 
province, in partnership with the agencies 
that deliver many of the services on the 
ground.

Many cities have already supported 

Motions urging the provincial government 
to create a social policy framework. The 
City of Victoria will shortly consider ratifying 
a similar resolution, as recommended by its 
own committee.

The resolution in full is:

MOTION
WHEREAS the Board Voice Society of 

B.C. is a provincial organization of volun-
teer governors of community social service 
organizations dedicated to advocating for 
better services for people, bringing commu-
nity leaders together to improve the health 
and wellness of their communities and im-
proving governance;

WHEREAS in 2013 the Board Voice 
Society initiated a campaign to develop a 
comprehensive Social Policy Framework 
for British Columbia, modeled on the suc-
cess of a social policy framework devel-
oped by the community and adopted by 
the Alberta Provincial Government (http://
socialpolicy.alberta.ca/);

WHEREAS the importance of a compre-
hensive social policy framework to Victori-
ans is demonstrated by the City’s adoption, 
after extensive community consultation, of 
an Official Community Plan which high-
lights our commitment to Community Well-
Being, including Social Equity, Physical 
Accessibility, Multigenerational Neighbour-
hoods, Community Development, Commu-
nity Safety, adequate and affordable Hous-
ing, and other social policy priorities;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
Victoria City Council forward the following 
motion to BC Premier Christy Clark, Min-
ister of Social Development Don McRae, 
Health Minister Terry Lake, Justice Minis-
ter Suzanne Anton, and Education Minister 
Peter Fassbender, with a copy sent to the 
2014 Union of BC Municipalities Annual 
General Meeting:

WHEREAS every British Columbian de-
pends on social services, health care, jus-
tice and education services;

AND WHEREAS our communities, 
who are partners in the delivery of many 
of these services, are facing increasingly 
complex social challenges requiring coor-
dination between multiple social ministries 
of government, municipalities and the com-
munity agencies and organizations that de-
liver services to the public;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that 
the City of Victoria calls upon the Premier 
to begin a consultation with British Colum-
bians to initiate the development of a So-
cial Policy Framework that will set out key 
policy directions, values, priorities, roles 
and expectations, and guide the creation of 
public policy to meet our social needs now 
and into the future.

Victoria Council advocates 
for creation of social policy  
framework for BC

OTTAWA – New Democrats are calling 
for an independent review of all the ways 
companies can bring in foreign workers, af-
ter it was revealed June 24 that a loophole 
permitting companies to transfer employ-
ees internally is still allowing Canadians 
to be replaced by foreign workers.  This 
loophole was not closed by any of the in-
adequate changes the Conservatives an-
nounced for the Temporary Foreign Worker 
program the previous week.

“The Conservatives are fixing a leaky 
boat with pieces of chewing gum,” said 
NDP Employment Critic Jinny Sims (New-
ton – North Delta). “It seems that every time 
the government announces a new quick fix, 
a new abuse is unveiled. We need an inde-
pendent review that actually gets to the bot-
tom of this mess the Conservatives have 
created.”

In BC, the International Union of Op-

erating Engineers Local 115 has revealed 
that Conifex Power Plant is using this 
loophole to bring in unqualified construc-
tion workers from the US when there are 
qualified locals to do the job. Conserva-
tives defend these intra-company transfer 
permits, stipulating that they are meant for 
quick and temporary access to individuals 
with project-based, specialized knowledge 
-- but as this case demonstrates, that’s of-
ten not the case.  

“The overarching issue here is that 
this Conservative government allowed the 
program to reach a disastrous state be-
fore it came forward with any attempt to fix 
it,” said Deputy Employment Critic Sadia 
Groguhé. “Then the minister›s changes 
don›t go far enough to compel employers 
to look to Canadian workers first – and with 
so many unemployed Canadians compet-
ing for jobs, that has to be the priority.”

Conservatives fail to fix 
foreign worker job loophole
NDP calls for review of all foreign workers coming into Canada

Scenes from Vancouver’s Pride Parade
Photos by Diane Walsh
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By Diane Walsh

I am someone who struggled in elementary; did only moderately well in high school 
but excelled in university and grad school. I never received any individualized tutoring 
as a youngster, as in the 1970’s and 80’s only “the stupid kids did that” and certainly no 
one ever spoke openly of things like ADHD, ODD, childhood trauma or related issues, or 
anything of the like. Sink or swim; that was it. No second chances.  Everyone was rolled 
up into one dough ball and pumped through a teaching blender, where it was a case of 
top fruit wins the flavour-of-the-year education award.  Any notion of social alienation or 
bullying at school wasn’t something anyone ever brought up in conversation, in school or 
at home.

When I was a little girl I went to a French school called, école primaire Marie de France, 
in Montreal. It was designed on the Parisian model (Paris, France) and claimed to offer the 
best multicultural system of education any parent could dream of, for their precious child. 
Translation: not free, and not public. It was private but to give it its due, a decent school 
in the mid 1970’s.  

Actually Marie de France was probably what saved me. At the blissful age of 10, I was 
made visible (if only to myself) – or I should say – I got lucky.  I was helped socio-emo-
tionally and ultimately scholastically in a way that I needed to be helped – lucky enough 
to encounter a sensitive teacher with an intelligent understanding of non-discriminatory in-
clusionary approaches that every child has value and potential even if – at a disadvantage 
– linguistically. Allowances were made without making me feel stupid.  I was not alienated; 
on the contrary, I brought, even closer, into the heart.  Anyone who’s had exposure to a 
teacher who really “got you” will know what I am talking about. And doubtless, like me, 
cherishes the memory of him or her.

Merci bien, ange, vous m’avez sauvé!  This is my tribute to my grade 5 (septième) 
teacher, Madame Paoli, 1981. 

In 1981, Madame Paoli adapted her instruction room to consider kids from mixed lin-
guistic heritage. She modified her approach to the curriculum for her partly-Anglophone 
pupils attending this fully French-speaking school, respecting the fact that, she knew, 
someone in the family quite possibly couldn’t speak French well at all. And therefore it was 
a courageous thing for such kids to be attending Marie de France since the law allowed an 
English-educated parent to send their child to English elementary. It might also have been 
assumed by any principal in Québec that French would have to have technically been the 
mother-tongue of a mother or father of any child in the classroom, at Marie de France, if a 
French school, was sought out and chosen, to educate their child. 

However the smart Madame Paoli aptly identified that French was not necessarily, the 
mother tongue of all the parents, even if one of their mothers or fathers had Francophone 
heritage!  Nor French the mother-tongue of all the children thus present in Madame’s 
classroom; certainly confirmed in my case, when it was discovered that, in actuality; we 
spoke only English in the home and French only in school – a kind of invisible gap or 
disadvantage which Madame Paoli recognized. Someone like me wouldn’t get the same 
practice with speaking French at home. This teacher realized this! 

The nuanced point I am making here is the crucial need to distinguish between dis-
ability and disadvantage. 

Did Madame Paoli have a depth understanding of Québec politics, colonialism, and the 
English/French divide and a willingness to do something about it on an individual level? Or 
was it chance? Was it luck she liked me and wanted to empower me? Remember I said 
Marie de France was based on the Parisian system and a private school to boot. Hence; 
the irony of the (above) anecdotal meme is our family were living in Québec – not France. 

In later years, when I moved West, I had to critically examine with 20/20 hindsight, why 
there existed a three tier system in that province – Francophone schools, Parisian-based 
model French schools and English school-board schools. 

Would Madame Paoli have been allowed to modify in the way she did for anglophiles 
and allophones, in the public school system? Did the comparable class (middle-class so-
cial status) of any given student at école privé Marie de France trump his or her linguistic 
disadvantage and make him or her still worthy of special attention? Had I been an anglo-
phile in a Francophone public elementary would I have been allowed to slip through the 
cracks? Would I have sunk? 

When becoming adult, I thought briefly about writing a whole book about classism 
reflected in the institutional relations of ruling that bear out in educational practices in 
Québec.(and elsewhere, of course).but quickly realized no one would notice or even care 
about the English exodus out of Québec, the poor sods who weren’t able to learn French 
(fast enough) already too old by then; even though they had sent their children to French 
schools to give them, a leg up in life. 

This exposé of mine isn’t intended to highlight the merit of one private French school 
in Montreal; which it may unwittingly do. Rather to point out that opportunity-for-education 
shouldn’t be a case of luck of the draw – just simply being lucky enough to encounter an 
adaptive-minded teacher who happens to teach in a private school.  

Good education shouldn’t come down to mere chance. It should be protocol and it 
should be mandate to help kids in a way I was helped.  See Part II. 

Part I

Mixed blood
A tribute to Madame Paoli, 1981, école primaire Marie de France — Merci bien, vous m’avez sauvé! 

By Diane Walsh

A cookie-cutter education would have failed me and that’s what’s going on now in the 
public schools in BC. Kids are not cultural robots despite every effort to make them so. In 
telling my story I’ve tried to demonstrate a real-life example of how not all children learn 
the same way, can learn at the same speed, or have access to the same linguistic tools. 
There are sometimes socio-emotional issues which come into play which can be referred 
to as learning-deficit but are more honestly characterized as cultural-variables or disad-
vantages affecting a child’s learning speed.

Recently I met up with Starla Anderson, a life-long teacher with a Doctorate of Educa-
tion from UBC in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction, who is an expert on the 
concept of the Adaptive Classroom. In Part 1, I tried to gently introduce the concept, talk-
ing predominantly about what an adaptive-minded teacher looked like to me, based on 
my own evidentiary experience. Anderson has a doctorial thesis available for loan from 
UVIC Library entitled “The Discourse Performance of Native Indian students: A case study 
with implications for academic instruction” (1987), which was frankly ground-breaking at 
the time she wrote it in 1987. As an adaptive-minded teacher herself, (not unlike my Ma-
dame Paoli from Part I); Anderson knows that kids learn differently when they come from 
different places and spaces. Over her career her emphasis has been on improving the 
scholastic results of students by introducing them to something she calls, “the talk-write 
process”, found to be immensely successful with her First Nations students over the years.  

What does an adaptive class offer?
Adaptive class is a sliding-door classroom, created in each grade, which gives any 

student the option to join it. With parent/guardian approval, an adaptive classroom is avail-
able to any student who feels they are slipping or have slipped entirely in the regular 
curriculum. It’s not solely a catch-up class per se but an environment where the pace of 
learning and the way the teacher speaks and expresses information is addressed in the 
context of how students feel they are receiving the information. Specifically – it’s a class 
that looks at not just what it being taught in general curriculum but how it is being taught. 

What does adaptive mean? 
The emphasis becomes getting students to talk, to narrate their lives, thus bringing 

them to writing, to the written word, gently. Drawing on her thesis and years of develop-
ing teaching methods, Anderson explains that “the scaffolding technique used throughout 
the interactive talk-write process appeared to have a positive effect in this direction” – to 
help build confidence in student’s ability to learn. “These [interactive talk-write sessions] 
also revealed direction for improving methods of academic instruction.” It’s about building 
confidence in student ability to grow in the academic setting, help them find their voice and 
then be able to move from there to acquiring additional information and expressing, with 
more confidence, an understanding of new-found knowledge, thus achieving the general 
academic genre required by the curriculum: “The subject’s oral and written discourse op-
tions were extended from personal narrative to general academic genre.”

Her case-study ultimately demonstrated time and time again by the success rates in 
her own adaptive classrooms and through the years, that the following held true: “While 
the subject’s independent writing processes were inhibited by concern for spelling and 
other surface errors, the exploratory talk freed the student to concentrate on conceptual 
matters. While their writing voice remained personalized, the thinking expressed by this 
voice became more generalized”. 

Anderson was successful in implementing an adaptive classroom in Churchill, Mani-
toba which employed this technique and she then went on to incorporate similar teaching 
methods when teaching in Vancouver for many years. Today she is a strong advocate for 

increasing funding to public education and empowering teachers to be able to solve the 
crisis in the schools through implementation of adaptive classrooms. 

In looking to see how such an adaptive classroom fits in with current BC government’s 
standards for education, let us briefly match the concept of the adaptive classroom with 
some of the Standards for the Education, Competence and Professional Conduct of 
Educators in BC, established by the British Columbia Teachers’ Council for individuals 
who hold a certificate of qualification – which were last updated in January 2006, accord-
ing to the Ministry of Education website K -12.

Schools have a mandate to offer opportunities to students who feel “stuck”. This match-
es, the Standard: Educators understand and apply knowledge of student growth 
and development. MOE website goes on to say, “Educators are knowledgeable about 
how children develop as learners and as social beings, and demonstrate an understand-
ing of individual learning differences and special needs. This knowledge is used to assist 
educators in making decisions about curriculum, instruction, assessment and classroom 
management.” 

Would BC parents be willing to “give consent” to something new, something creative, 
to revamp, re-activate the spirit of learning? To touch youngster’s lives in some small way, 
by offering students a classroom where it’s recognized and admitted that “talking things 
out helps”, identifying where the problems lie and in turn getting student feedback – and 
then integrating knowledge of the deficits of current educational methods and practices 
into curriculum development. This would be a step in the right direction, at the very least. 
In addition, it fits in, as well, with the Standard — Educators value the involvement and 
support of parents, guardians, families and communities in schools 

Teachers are able create adaptive classrooms if given the freedom to address what 
they feel is wrong, based on their experience and expertise.

And, also, this matches the Standard – Educators implement effective practices in 
areas of planning, instruction, assessment, evaluation and reporting.

We need money from the BC Government for teacher’s professional development. In 
other words, perhaps, an adaptive class initiative - something to bring to the negotiation 
table? It clearly matches the Standard: Educators implement effective practices in 
areas of planning, instruction, assessment, evaluation and reporting. 

Teachers can make the change in student lives for the better but the Ministry needs 
to back them and provide more money for public education. Plainly and simply, it needs 
to unequivocally fund the changes that need to happen. Trust teachers and school board 
trustees, especially the ones who have the courage to say things are not okay as they 
presently stand – reflected in the Standard: Educators contribute to the profession. 
Even the Ministry website adds, “Educators support, mentor or encourage other educators 
and those preparing to enter the profession.”

Finally, raise your hand to bring awareness for BC ADHD Awareness Week 2014 is 
October 13-19 focusing on ADHD, mental health and stigma and its impact on learning 
and education.  

Part II

What is an adaptive classroom and could it offer something of 
value to struggling students in BC in the public school system?

Longtime writer G.E. Mortimore dies at 94
Lower Island News readers will be saddened to learn of the death July 29 of long-

time correspondent George E. Mortimore in Victoria General Hospital. He was 94.
Mortimore started his journalism career as a teenager, writing for the Cowichan 

Leader. After a stint with the air force during World War 2, he joined the Victoria Daily 
Colonist, moving to the Globe and Mail in 1962, before becoming a professor of anthro-
pology and teaching in Guelph, Edmonton, UBC and UVic. Until last year, he was still 
writing his regular and eclecic columns for  the Goldstream Gazette and LIN.
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By Ron Duffy

Most people when asked to name the 
Seven Deadly Sins, like naming the Seven 
Dwarfs, will forget one or two. Go on. Put 
this paper down and try it. 

Now let me list the Sins for you: Greed, 
Gluttony, Lust, Envy, Sloth, Wrath, Pride. 

Did you get them all? Some of them 
sound very much like others in the list. 
Greed and gluttony, for example. Greed, so 
we are told, is wanting too much of some-
thing; gluttony is similar to greed, but is dis-
tinguished as “the action of taking too much 
of something in”. No, I can’t see much dif-
ference either. Lust is the need to fulfil de-
sires; not just sexual desires, though this is 
usually what lust is associated with. Lust in 
this religious context is meant to be more 
the urge to fulfil “unspiritual” desires; un-
spiritual left undefined. The others are self-
explanatory.

How, you might ask, do the seven 
deadly sins differ from the Ten Command-
ments? One difference—and not the most 
important one—is age. If Moses received 
them from God, as we are told in the Old 
Testament’s Exodus, then they go back to 
1300 years BC. The fact is that experts dif-
fer widely in dating the Commandments; 
“widely” as in 900 years. 

What is the important difference? Re-
member that Moses was leading a clan of 
nomadic pastoralists, now Israelis, out of 
the deserts of Egypt to the green and pleas-
ant land of Canaan. The god of the Israelis, 
with no thought for those who already lived 
there, promised this land to his chosen 
people. God, being all-wise and able to see 
far into the future, should have known bet-
ter, for the people who already owned the 
land were the civilized, agricultural Philis-
tines, now the Palestinians. However, not 
to worry. God promised, “I will deliver the 
inhabitants of the land into your hand; and 
thou shalt drive them out before thee.” But 
that is another story. Sadly a long, blood-

soaked story.
I digress. Let me go back to those Ten 

Commandments, which incidentally are in-
cluded in a Muslim version in the Koran. 

For a group of people to survive and 
function in a hostile environment, social 
cohesion and solidarity are imperative. The 
Ten Commandments were enforced with 
this imperative in view. You shall not kill, 
steal, bear false witness, covet your neigh-
bour’s wife or other belongings. Obviously 
to perform any of these will cause conten-
tion in the ranks, the desire for revenge, the 
loss of that essential cohesion of the group. 

And the first of the Ten is “You shall have 
no other gods before me.” In other words, 
a recognition that the most disruptive force 
in society is belief in different gods. A look 
back over human history shows just how 
disruptive the clash of competing religions 
has been —and continues to be.

But then a second set of Ten Command-
ments appears in the Bible, just as there 
are two versions of the Creation which cre-
ates difficulties for those who believe in the 
literal truth of the Bible. 

When Moses came down from Mount 
Sinai and saw his followers worshiping a 
golden calf, his “anger waxed hot, and he 
cast the tables out of his hands, and brake 
them beneath the mount.” (Exodus 32) 
Bad tempered so-and-so. Now he has to 
go back up and get another set. “And the 
LORD said unto Moses, Hew thee two ta-
bles of stone like unto the first: and I will 
write upon these tables the words that were 
in the first tables, which thou brakest.” 

Only God gave Moses a completely dif-
ferent set, which must have been confusing 
(Exodus 34). My own feeling is that there 
was a time lapse between the two, and 
that the second set of Ten Commandments 
were directed at people who had settled 
down in the promised land and had become 
farmers. The giveaway is the new Number 
6: “Thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, 
of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the 

The Seven Deadly Sins: Should they be modernized?
feast of ingathering at the year’s end.”  

The most important difference between 
the first Ten Commandments, the ones you 
learn by rote in Sunday school, even if you 
were too young to understand a few, and 
the Seven Deadly Sins is that the former 
were directed at a society, and are still so-
cially relevant; the latter were aimed at in-
dividual Christians, to keep them free of sin 
in the eyes—or ears—of the priest in the 
Confessional. 

The Catholic Church first categorized 
the Seven Sins as those from which all oth-
er sins flowed. These were labelled capi-
tal vices or cardinal sins. It seems that the 
seven deadly sins have a long and varied 
history in the Church. They started out as 
eight sins drawn up by Evagrius of Pontus, 
a 4th-century monk and ascetic: gluttony, 
lust, avarice, sadness, anger, acedia (apa-
thy), vainglory, and pride. In the 6th century 
Pope Gregory the Great proposed seven: 
pride, envy, anger, sadness, avarice, glut-
tony, and lust. Not until the 17th century did 
the church replace sadness with sloth. The 
seven deadly sins are thus an invention of 
theologians as a way to teach, warn, and 
instruct their Christian disciples on what to 
avoid as bad behaviour.

In this more secular age in which we 
live are they still relevant? I doubt that 
they are, outside of Tea Party Republicans 
in the USA and the so-called “Religious 
Right” wherever they may be found. Even 
the word sin, with its religious connotation, 
is losing its former stranglehold on fearful 
church-goers. The 4th-century Egyptian 
monks, among whom the sins were an ele-
ment of oral monastic education, used the 
term “evil thoughts” for their original eight. 
Perhaps there was no word for “sin” when 
one of their number, Evagrius of Pontus, 
first committed them to writing in Greek. 

Greed, Gluttony, Lust, Envy, Sloth, 
Wrath, Pride. How many people today 
consider any of these as worthy of a rush 
to the confessional in search of penance 

and absolution? Individually we indulge 
in several of them without fear of hellfire 
and damnation. In 2008 the Vatican itself 
decided to “modernise” the Seven Deadly 
Sins. (Why is it always the Catholic Church 
that is hung up on sin?) The “New Dead-
lies” are best forgotten, falling flat, as they 
do, between what no one can disagree are 
“evil” (like poverty) and what many consider 
beneficial, like genetic research. The Vati-
can Seven of 2008 were: genetic modifica-
tion; carrying out experiments on humans; 
polluting the environment; causing social 
injustice; causing poverty; becoming ob-
scenely wealthy; taking drugs. 

So far, no Dante has arisen to do them 
justice. 

Let us take from what we have learned 
so far and try to improve on the Vatican’s 
feeble, if not laughable, attempt to moder-
nise the Seven Deadly Sins. We’ll keep the 
number to seven. We’ll dispense with sin 
as being too religious for today’s secular 
world and borrow “evil” from the Egyptian 
monks’ evil thoughts. We now have Seven 
Evils. From the Ten Commandments we’ll 
take “social”. Can we come up with a list 
of Seven Social Evils in today’s threatened 
world? 

Let me have a go. In alphabetical or-
der, so as not to rank them in importance, I 
came up with the following: Apathy: a lack 
of feeling, emotion, interest, or concern; 
Cruelty: indifference to suffering, and even 
positive pleasure in inflicting it; Fundamen-
talism: a point of view characterized by a 
return to fundamental principles; Greed: 
an excessive desire to acquire or possess 
more than one needs; Ignorance: the con-
dition of being uninformed or uneducated; 
Inequality: social or economic disparity; 
and Malice: a desire to harm others or to 
see others suffer.  

Are these the seven worst social evils? 
You decide. Then we’ll look at them indi-
vidually in greater detail.

By Ron Duffy

“Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn.” 
Perhaps the best-known line in movie his-
tory. Rhett Butler’s farewell to Scarlett 
O’Hara in Gone With The Wind. That’s 
apathy on the personal level. I don’t give 
a damn. Personal apathy made it onto the 
original fourth-century list of deadly sins as 
acedia, a word not often heard these days. 
So apathy, by whatever term, has been 
considered sinful for a very long time. Our 
interest in apathy is not as a personal sin 
but as a social evil.

In the words of Helen Keller, “Science 
may have found a cure for most evils; but it 
has found no remedy for the worst of them 
all—the apathy of human beings.” That is 
strong stuff. In the Oxford Dictionary apathy 
is defined simply as lack of interest, enthu-
siasm, or concern. Nothing much to worry 
about there, you may think. What got Helen 
into such a tizzy? 

She would reply that apathy rears its 
ugly head when people don’t care, or when 
they feel so helpless that they do not try to 
change or fix things. They shrug and look 
away. Apathy, according to sociologists, fu-
els a large number of social, political, eco-
nomic, and environmental problems. Who 
would have thought?

The notion of “public apathy” was coined 
in the 1940s, when a study published in 
Public Opinion Quarterly by Herbert Hy-
man and Paul Sheatsley blamed the failure 
of public information campaigns on “public 
apathy”. The public was thereby construed 
as unfeeling, uncaring, or indifferent when 
it came to certain pressing social issues. 
This blaming the public for inaction or in-
ability to be responsive or responsible has 
stuck in social, political and environmental 
circles, as increasingly urgent campaigns 
are launched into what seems like a black 
hole of public engagement.

One subject of great concern is political 
apathy. US educational philosopher Robert 
Maynard Hutchins summarized the con-
cerns about political indifference when he 

claimed that the “death of democracy is not 
likely to be an assassination from ambush. 
It will be a slow extinction from apathy, indif-
ference, and undernourishment.” 

Despite all the problems that beset hu-
manity today, another threat out there is 
one rarely addressed or realized: political 
apathy. Defined as indifference towards 
politics, political apathy is an unrecognized 
threat that plagues all countries. Currently, 
voter turnout rarely passes 60 percent at 
elections worldwide. Since 1867 the av-
erage voter turnout for Canada’s general 
elections has been 70.7 percent. The low-
est Canadian voter turnout was in 2008, 
when it fell to only 58.8 percent. 2008 was 
a bad year for voting in the United States 
too. In the presidential election only 57 per-
cent of the eligible population voted. In the 
Canadian election of 2011 only 61.1 per-
cent voted. Pollster Nik Nanos says that if 
young people had turned out to vote in the 
same numbers as in the population over-
all, Harper’s Conservatives likely would not 
have won a majority. Now, there’s an incen-
tive to vote!

Samara, a non-profit organization de-
voted to improving civic culture in Canada, 
carried out a national survey to see if and 
how citizens involved themselves in politics 
between elections. The results are sober-
ing for those who believe Canada turns on 
political debate. “If a healthy democracy re-
quires active participation, then Canada is 
on pretty shaky ground,” states the report, 
titled Lightweights—a not-so-subtle jab at 
Canadians’ apparent political apathy. Only 
10 percent of respondents to the Samara 
survey had volunteered, donated to, or 
joined a political party in the previous five 
years. Just 17 percent said they had taken 
part in political discussions on social media 
such as Twitter or Facebook over the past 
year. The same percentage said they had 
written a letter to the editor about a political 
issue in the past 12 months.

Maclean’s Magazine in June 2011 quot-
ed Ilona Dougherty, executive director and 
co-founder of “Apathy is Boring”, a group 

dedicated to instilling personal political re-
sponsibility in Canada’s next generation. 
She said, “A TV ad will get you to change 
your mind about who you’re voting for, but 
it won’t get you to vote. Before the advent 
of television (and now, the Internet), politi-
cians would go shake people’s hands. That 
connection is what will cause a person–par-
ticularly a young person–to get involved.” 

It may seem counter-intuitive in the age 
of MySpace and Facebook, but social me-
dia may not increase voters’ actual political 
involvement. Instead, Dougherty’s group 
holds regular “Calls to Action” which put 
hundreds of young people and politicians 
in the same space. “If you don’t create 
the habit of getting involved when you’re 
young, you won’t have it in later life,” cau-
tions Dougherty. “This risks disengagement 
by an entire generation; today’s low voter 
turnout by young people will be the general 
population’s rate in 20 to 30 years.” 

Constant attempts to rally the demo-
cratic spirit have so far failed. Writer Klaire 
Tan warns that the immorality of political 
apathy does not lie in the lack of fulfilment 
of civic duties. Instead, political apathy is 
an issue, threat and crime because of its 
offence against society. The best-known 
condemnation of political apathy is to be 
found in the searing words of the anti-Nazi 
theologian Martin Niemoller. They are well 
worth repeating:

“First they came for the communists, 
and I did not speak out because I was not 
a communist; then they came for the so-
cialists, and I did not speak out because I 
was not a socialist; then they came for the 
trade unionists, and I did not speak out be-
cause I was not a trade unionist; then they 
came for the Jews, and I did not speak out 
because I was not a Jew; then they came 
for me—and there was no one left to speak 
out for me.” 

We hear a lot about the apathy of youth 
today, but psychology tells us that older 
adults are more likely to suffer from apathy 
than younger people. This is a factor in ap-
athy towards the environment. Those who 

claim that they don’t have to worry about 
climate change, for example, because 
they’ll be dead before it gets really bad are 
probably of an older generation. Their lack 
of concern stems from the belief that they 
will not be alive when climate change hits 
hard. A 30-year-old on the other hand can 
theoretically live well past 2070. 

But climate change is already affect-
ing us. We may be seeing major problems 
within 10 years if not sooner. That is bad 
news, but it is all the more reason to act. 
If an apathetic adult has children or grand-
children, he or she might be swayed to do 
so.

A Gallup poll in March 2010 found that, 
among the Americans surveyed, those ex-
pressing interest or participation in the en-
vironmental movement showed a 10-point 
drop from a poll in 2000. This is of particular 
concern considering that some of the worst 
environmental disasters in human history 
are presently unfolding. One would hope 
that, following the Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
ar disaster, the Gulf oil spill, and the record 
numbers of droughts, floods and tornadoes 
worldwide, the results of that poll would be 
different if taken today. 

Protecting our environment requires 
the concern and involvement of far more 
citizens. Getting people to realize the im-
portant role each of our contributions can 
make is key to reversing much of the apa-
thy.

Public apathy is fast becoming one of 
the hottest topics in environmental circles. 
It would appear that people do not seem to 
care or be moved to action in the face of 
urgent ecological threats. Apathy is aided 
by denial: the way in which people can liter-
ally deny or pretend that things are not as 
they are, creating enormous barriers and 
psychological blocks for making necessary 
change. 

This raises questions. Is it possible that 
our anxiety about ecological problems is so 
great as to be unmanageable or unthink-

Part 2: Seven Deadly Sins:

Who gives a damn?

Please turn to page 23
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Water Resources Fact Sheet
Water scarcity may be the most underrated resource issue the world is facing today. 
Seventy percent of world water use is for irrigation. 
Each day we drink nearly 4 litres of water, but it takes some 2,000 litres of water—500 

times as much—to produce the food we consume. 
1,000 tons of water is used to produce 1 ton of grain. 
Between 1950 and 2000, the world’s irrigated area tripled to roughly 700 million acres. 

After several decades of rapid increase, however, the growth has slowed dramatically, ex-
panding only 9 percent from 2000 to 2009. Given that governments are much more likely 
to report increases than decreases, the recent net growth may be even smaller. 

The dramatic loss of momentum in irrigation expansion coupled with the depletion 
of underground water resources suggests that peak water may now be on our doorstep. 

Today some 18 countries, containing half the world’s people, are overpumping their 
aquifers. Among these are the big three grain producers—China, India, and the United 
States. 

Saudi Arabia is the first country to publicly predict how aquifer depletion will reduce its 
grain harvest. It will soon be totally dependent on imports from the world market or over-
seas farming projects for its grain. 

While falling water tables are largely hidden, rivers that run dry or are reduced to a 
trickle before reaching the sea are highly visible. Among this group that has limited outflow 
during at least part of the year are the Colorado, the major river in the southwestern United 
States; the Yellow, the largest river in northern China; the Nile, the lifeline of Egypt; the In-
dus, which supplies most of Pakistan’s irrigation water; and the Ganges in India’s densely 
populated Gangetic basin. 

Many smaller rivers and lakes have disappeared entirely as water demands have in-
creased. 

Overseas “land grabs” for farming are also water grabs. Among the prime targets for 
overseas land acquisitions are Ethiopia and the Sudans, which together occupy three-
fourths of the Nile River Basin, adding to the competition with Egypt for the river’s water. 
It is often said that future wars will more likely be fought over water than oil, but in reality 
the competition for water is taking place in world grain markets. The countries that are 
financially the strongest, not necessarily those that are militarily the strongest, will fare 
best in this competition. 

Climate change is hydrological change. Higher global average temperatures will mean 
more droughts in some areas, more flooding in others, and less predictability overall

Wind Power Fact Sheet
Wind power capacity is an indicator of building a sustainable economy because wind 

is poised to become the foundation of the new energy economy. 
With total capacity exceeding 318,000 megawatts, wind farms generate carbon-free 

electricity in more than 85 countries. Twenty-four countries have at least 1,000 megawatts. 
The wind power capacity installed worldwide would be enough to meet the residential 

electricity needs of the European Union’s 506 million people. 
Wind is abundant, carbon-free and nondepletable. It uses no water, no fuel, and little 

land. 
Although a wind farm can cover many square miles, turbines occupy only 1 percent of 

that area, leaving space for growing crops or grazing livestock. 
Unlike coal, gas, and nuclear power plants, wind farms do not require water for cooling. 
In China, wind-generated electricity surpassed generation from nuclear power plants 

for the first time in 2012. Wind’s advantage over nuclear increased dramatically in 2013. 
In the United States, wind accounted for at least 12 percent of the electricity generated 

in nine states in 2013, including Iowa (27 percent) and South Dakota (26 percent). 
Texas, long the leading oil-producing state, is now the US wind power leader. 
The European Union added more wind capacity in 2013 than it did natural gas, coal, 

or nuclear. 
Denmark produced one third of its electricity from the wind in 2013, a higher share 

than any other country. In northern Germany, four states get at least half of their electricity 
from wind farms. 

The United Kingdom hosts more than half of the world’s offshore wind generating 
capacity. Denmark, Belgium, Germany, and China round out the top five offshore wind 
countries. 

Each of the world’s leading carbon emitters has enough wind potential to meet electric-
ity needs. 

Wind power is often highly competitive with coal, natural gas, and nuclear power in 
areas with strong wind resources. And costs continue to fall: In the United States, the aver-
age price of wind-generated electricity has dropped 40 percent since 2009.

Data and additional resources available at www.earth-policy.org. Earth Policy Insti-
tute is located at 1350 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 403, Washington, DC 20036.

Climate change fact sheet
Stabilizing the earth’s climate depends on cutting carbon emissions fast. 
Global emissions of carbon dioxide (CO2)—the principal climate-altering greenhouse 

gas—come largely from burning coal, oil, and natural gas. 
Coal, mainly used for electricity generation, accounts for 44 percent of global fossil-

fuel-related CO2 emissions. Oil, used primarily for transportation, accounts for 36 percent 
of CO2 emissions. Natural gas, used for electricity and heating, accounts for the remaining 
20 percent of CO2 emissions. 

Worldwide, fossil fuel subsidies topped $620 billion in 2011, while renewable energy 
received just $88 billion in subsidies. 

Since the Industrial Revolution, the planet has warmed by roughly one degree. 2013 
marked the 37th consecutive year of above-average temperatures.

Fully 4 billion people alive today have never experienced a year that was cooler than 
last century’s average. 

If we continue with business as usual, burning ever more oil, coal, and natural gas, the 
global average temperature is projected to rise some 11 degrees Fahrenheit (6 degrees 
Celsius) by the end of this century. 

In addition to more widespread drought and more numerous wildfires, climate change 
brings more extreme heat waves. 

In the last decade, daily record high temperatures outnumbered record lows in the 
United States two to one, and that ratio is increasing. 

Crop ecologists have a rule of thumb that each 1-degree-Celsius rise in temperature 
above the norm during the growing season lowers wheat, rice, and corn yields by 10 per-
cent. Field tests show that this may be conservative. 

This century, as waters warm and ice continues to melt, seas are projected to rise 
some 2 meters (6 feet), inundating coastal cities worldwide, such as New York, London, 
and Cairo, and agricultural hotspots, like rice-growing river deltas.

Earth Policy Institute’s Plan B shows the steps needed to cut global carbon emissions 
80 percent.

Cutting carbon emissions involves shifting from fossil fuels to renewable sources of 
energy, dramatically ramping up efficiency, and protecting and restoring forests and other 

By J. Matthew Roney

Eco-Economy Indicators are 12 trends 
that the Earth Policy Institute tracks to 
measure progress in building a sustainable 
economy. Using energy from the sun is a 
key component of the Plan B renewable 
energy economy.

In the last two years, countries around 
the world have added almost as much new 
solar photovoltaics (PV) capacity as had 
been added since the invention of the solar 
cell. Nearly 38,000 megawatts of PV came 
online in 2013, a new annual record. In all, 
the world’s installed PV generating capac-
ity is now close to 140,000 megawatts—
enough to power each home in Germany. 
Falling costs and effective policies continue 
to drive tremendous growth in solar power. 

Solar cells consist of semiconductor 
materials—typically crystalline silicon—
that convert sunlight directly into electricity. 
Made up of many cells, solar panels can be 
linked together into any number of system 
sizes, from multi-kilowatt residential rooftop 
systems to massive ground-mounted ar-
rays measured in hundreds or thousands 
of megawatts. 

China—the leading manufacturer of 
PV—had until recently installed very little 
solar power at home. Those days are over. 
Between 2010 and 2012, China’s PV ca-
pacity grew nearly ninefold to 7,000 mega-
watts. Then in 2013, China added at least 
11,300 megawatts, the largest PV addition 
by any country in a single year. With 18,300 
megawatts, China now trails only Germany 
(at 36,000 megawatts) in overall capacity. 

More than half of China’s new PV in 
2013 was installed in the western provinces 
of Gansu, Xinjiang, and Qinghai, far from 
population centres. A 320-megawatt PV 
project—the world’s largest—was complet-
ed in late 2013 alongside the Longyangxia 
hydropower dam in Qinghai. 

As large project development in remote 
areas continues, China is also looking 
to increase the number of small systems 
that do not require long-distance electricity 
transmission, aiming for more than 8,000 
megawatts of rooftop PV in 2014. It ap-
pears that China will soon lead the world in 
solar power as it does in wind: in May 2014, 
the government announced a PV target of 
70,000 megawatts by 2017. 

To the east, Japan installed the second-
most PV in 2013, adding 6,900 megawatts 
to reach 13,600 megawatts of solar power 
in operation. The main driver of this dou-
bling was a generous feed-in tariff (FIT) in-
troduced a year after the 2011 Fukushima 
nuclear disaster to promote renewable en-
ergy development. (In general, a FIT guar-
antees generators a certain price over a 
fixed term for the electricity they send to the 
grid. Most of the world’s PV development to 
date has been catalyzed by FITs

Small rooftop systems still dominate 
Japan’s PV landscape, but 2013 marked 
the first year when most new capacity 
came from larger projects. In early 2014, 
an 82-megawatt park—Japan’s largest—
opened in Oita Prefecture. 

And in June 2014, Kyocera and four 
other companies agreed on plans for a 
430-megawatt project on farmland in the 
Goto Islands off Nagasaki Prefecture in 
Kyushu, Japan’s third-largest island. Solar 
panels will be mounted on stilts, allowing 
enough sunlight to pass through to crops. 
The electricity produced, capable of pow-
ering 140,000 homes, will be delivered by 
undersea cable to Kyushu. As PV develop-
ment accelerates, Japan is fast approach-
ing its 2020 target of 28,000 megawatts.

India nearly doubled its PV capacity in 
2013. The western desert states of Guja-
rat and Rajasthan contain more than half 
of the country’s 2,300 megawatts of PV. 
In June 2014, shortly after his election as 
prime minister, Narendra Modi’s adminis-
tration announced an expansion of the Na-
tional Solar Mission goals for 2022—from 
22,000 to 34,000 megawatts—in order to 
generate 3 percent of the country’s electric-
ity from solar power. The solar consultancy 
Bridge to India notes that PV sited on just 

6,200 square miles, about 0.5 percent of In-
dia’s land area, could generate 50 percent 
more electricity than India currently uses. 

Of course, 300 million Indians still lack 
access to electricity, while hundreds of mil-
lions more experience frequent shortages 
due to an unreliable grid. The good news 
is that installing rooftop PV in rural areas is 
cheaper than building a central power plant 
and grid, and electricity from PV is now 
cheaper than that from diesel generators.

In addition, in a country where irriga-
tion pumps running on diesel or grid elec-
tricity chronically overdraw underground 
aquifers, solar power offers a solution. A 
new government program will help farm-
ers buy solar-powered pumps if they switch 
to water-saving drip irrigation. This is a 
triple-win: water use drops without affect-
ing yields, fossil fuel use declines, and the 
government saves up to $6 billion per year 
in diesel and electricity subsidies. 

Elsewhere in Asia, South Korea grew 
its PV capacity 40 percent to nearly 1,500 
megawatts in 2013. And Thailand expand-
ed its Lopburi Solar Farm to 84 megawatts, 
part of an 80 percent boost in national solar 
installations to 700 megawatts. 

With its 2013 PV boom, Asia unseated 
Europe to become the leading region in an-
nual installations. Downward adjustments 
to renewable energy incentives in Europe 
slashed new PV installations there by more 
than one third. Germany reduced its FIT 
rates for new projects faster than planned 
in an attempt to save on payments, and 
that cut installation rates in half. 

Reining in solar incentives has also 
slowed PV installations in Italy, now the 
third-ranked country in overall capacity with 
17,600 megawatts. FIT rates for new PV 
plants were reduced beginning in mid-2011 
and eventually eliminated in mid-2013. 
But PV system costs in Italy have fallen 
by 56–70 percent over the last five years, 
depending on size, a positive sign for PV 
competitiveness after the FIT. 

A recently-finished 700-kilowatt rooftop 
system on an Ikea store in Pisa, one of the 
first unsubsidized projects, will generate 
electricity at a price that rivals or bests the 
grid average. 

Across the Atlantic, solar power is start-
ing to take off in the United States. The 
country added some 4,800 megawatts in 
2013, increasing its total PV capacity by 65 
percent to 12,000 megawatts. Factors con-
tributing to this growth include continually 
falling system costs (2013 saw an average 
15 percent drop), utilities meeting state-
mandated obligations to sell electricity from 
renewables, and home solar leasing ar-
rangements gaining in popularity. 

More than half of the new US PV capac-
ity in 2013 came online in California, long 
the leading solar state. In addition to small 
residential systems, many large solar parks 
are operating or under construction in Cali-
fornia, including the two Solar Star projects 
slated for completion in late 2015. With a 
combined 580 megawatts, these two plants 
are expected to generate enough electricity 
for 250,000 homes. Arizona, which added 
420 megawatts of PV in 2013, boasts the 
290-megawatt Agua Caliente project out-
side Phoenix. Rounding out the top five 
states in 2013 were North Carolina (340 
megawatts), New Jersey, and Massachu-
setts (240 megawatts each).

PV is gaining steam in other countries 
in the Americas as well. Canada added 
440 megawatts to reach 1,200 megawatts 
in 2013. Mexico nearly doubled its PV ca-
pacity to 100 megawatts and is expected to 
reach 240 megawatts by the end of 2014. In 
Chile, the U.S. firm SunEdison announced 
in June 2014 the completion of the largest 
PV plant in Latin America, its 100-megawatt 
project in the Atacama Desert. And Brazil 
looks likely to nearly double its PV capacity 
to more than 70 megawatts in 2014. 

Another sunbaked country building its 
PV capacity is Australia, now with 3,300 
megawatts. One in seven homes there gen-
erates electricity with rooftop PV. In South 
Australia, the figure is one in four homes. 

China leads world to solar 
power record in 2013 

THE ENVIRONEMNT

Please turn to page 23
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CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saan-
ich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 

are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Michael Maloney.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 
goals are welcome. For further  informa-
tion, contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.

VICTORIA LABOUR DAY PICNIC, hosted 
by the Victoria Labour Council, will take 
place on Monday, September 1, at Irving 
Park (corner of Menzies and Michigan 
Streets, in James Bay). Everyone wel-

Calendar of coming events
come! Kids eat free! Kids’ activities. Inforl-
mation booths. Special Musical guests, the 
King Mixers!  For further information, phone 
250-384-8331 or email vlcbc@telus.net.

VICTORIA-BEACON HILL NEW DEMO-
crats will hold their Annual Barbecue from 
1-3 pm, on Sunay, September 14, at 235 
Niagara street, in James Bay. Admission 
by donation.

VICTORIA-SWAN LAKE NEW DEMO-
crats  will hold their Annual General Meet-
ing on Sunday, September 28, at Oaklands 
Community Centre, 2827 Belmont, with 
registration at 1:30 p.m., and the AGM from 
2-3:30 p.m. Guest speaker will be Spencer 

Chandra-Herbert, MLA for Vancouver-
West End, Opposition Critic for the en-
vironment.

HORGAN-FLEMING 5TH ANUAL GOLF 
Tourny, sponsored by the Juan de Fuca 
New Democrats,  will take place on Fri-
day, October 3, at the Cordova Bay Golf 
Course.For further information, contact 
president Sharon Wilkinson at sawilkin-
son@shaw.ca or 250-478-5907. 

COWICHAN VALLEY NDP CONTITU-
EN-cy Association will hold its Annual 
Generl Meeting on Saturday, October 
4, at 2:00 p.m., at the Duncan United 
Church.

able? Might we then unconsciously deny 
what is staring us in the face, because 
what is at stake is too painful to consider? 
Extreme anxiety can lead us to pretend un-
consciously that the problem is not there, or 
that it is the responsibility of someone else. 
This is a phenomenon known as a “defence 
mechanism”. 

Drawing on decades of clinical work 
with psychotic patients, American psycho-
analyst Harold Searles strongly believes 
that the environmental movement needs 
to understand the “psychic mechanisms” 
underlying the appearance of apathy. Far 
from being an absence of pathos, or feel-
ing, inner feelings of anxiety, fear or pow-
erlessness show up as a lack of action or 
a paralysis. 

Apologists familiar with psychoanalysis 
can argue that apathy is a strategy to man-
age and cope with problems by “defending” 
against them. But this can be used with 
regard to apathy towards all of the serious 
social problems we face today. And there 
are many of them. 

And yes, I do give a damn.

Editor’s note: Watch for more articles on a pres-
ent-day view of the Seven Deadly Sins, by Ron 
Duffy, in future issues of Lpower Island News.

Seven Deadly Sins:
Apathy, from page 21

By John Hutton
Sunday, August 10, marked the 40th 

anniversary of what has come to be known 
as Prisoners’ Justice Day in Canada.  Ever 
since the suicide of Edward Nolan in a seg-
regation cell at Milhaven Institution on this 
date back in 1974, Canadians have held a 
vigil to remember all who have died while 
incarcerated.   Many prisoners fast and 
decline to work on that day while those 
outside the prison walls renew the call for 
changes to the correctional system.

This year, the anniversary is a sombre 
one as we seem to be moving backwards 
at an ever increasing rate, undoing many of 
the improvements made to our correctional 
system following Nolan’s death.  Under the 
guise of getting “tough on crime” over the 
last several years Canada’s prisons have 
become increasingly violent, over-crowded 
institutions.  Unfortunately, although not 
unexpectedly, this serves to create “tough-
er”, more violent criminals, something that 
should be a concern for us all.

Figures for 2012-13 show an increase 
in recidivism in the area of violent crimes 
for those released from prison, within five 
years after the end of their sentence.  While 
the increase is small it is only the tip of the 
iceberg.  Many of those incarcerated under 
conditions created by the government’s 

“tough on crime” initiatives, including Bill 
C-10 enacted in 2012 have not yet been re-
leased, so the effects of these changes on 
recidivism have yet to be seen.

Unfortunately there is every reason to 
believe that those released from prisons 
in future will be far less likely to integrate 
safely back into the community. Speaking 
in an interview with CBC recently, former 
prison chaplain Kate Johnson described 
seeing a dramatic increase in overcrowd-
ing following tougher laws and parole rules.  
At the same time however, one tool after 
another was stripped away from the Cor-
rectional Service of Canada as they work to 
rehabilitate inmates before release.  

The tools lost are all in key areas, includ-
ing employment, educational programs, 
and access to parole.  An ex-offender’s 
ability to find and keep employment when 
they return to the community has long been 
seen as a key factor in reducing recidivism.  
Yet the federal government has moved 
away from funding community based em-
ployment programs designed to help ex-
inmates find work.  Here in Manitoba, the 
federal government closed the prison farm 
at Rockwood and the large metal workshop 
at Stony Mountain Institution– taking away 
most of the opportunities inmates had for 
learning and practicing employment related 

skills while in custody.  Education can also 
help an ex-offender find work but changes 
in the last three years have decreased ac-
cess inmates have to learning programs.

Over the last six years changes in both 
law and policy have made it much harder 
for inmates to apply for and receive parole.  
This means that the amount of time an ex-
offender is able to spend in the community 
on supervised parole with supports and 
conditions designed to help them reinte-
grate safely is decreasing, which will cer-
tainly increase recidivism.

Forty years ago prisoners banded to-
gether and fought back in order to find a 
sense of hope and purpose for their lives.  
These efforts and those of groups like the 
Elizabeth Fry and the John Howard societ-
ies have resulted in a renewed focus on re-
habilitation and reintegration within Cana-
dian prisons which we cannot afford to lose.   

If men and women cannot see a life for 
themselves beyond bars, and do not have 
the supports in place to reintegrate suc-
cessfully the cycle of crime and violence 
will continue.  A smart on crime approach 
must include humane and effective prisons 
which encourage hope instead of taking it 
away.
See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.ca/
publications/commentary/fast-facts-justice-re-
quires-hope#sthash.fZGzFoQI.dpuf

Fast Facts: Justice Requires Hope

OTTAWA—Student aid systems in Can-
ada are intricate, elaborate, and, in many 
cases, thoroughly unmanageable, says a 
study released today by the Canadian Cen-
tre for Policy Alternatives (CCPA).

The study, It’s Complicated: An Inter-
provincial Comparison of Student Financial 
Aid, examines and compares how each 
province and territory has constructed their 
student financial aid systems and finds ex-
tensive variation exists between how eli-
gibility for aid is determined, and to whom 
specific programs are targeted.

“The combination of federal, provincial, 
and joint administered student financial 
aid programs are inherently complex, lack 
transparency, and thus remain removed 
from public scrutiny and discussion,” says 
Jordan MacLaren, author of the study.

“The piecemeal, patchwork systems of 
intertwined and separate student aid pro-
grams across the country do little to guar-
antee equity to students, regardless of loca-
tion and income level, and furthermore are 
complex to the point of being nonsensical.”

students, based on province or territory of 
residence.

•	 Differences in tuition fees between 
provinces are the greatest factor in deter-
mining the cost of education and therefore 
have a great impact on the amount of debt 
a student may accumulate.

•	 Provincial grant programs, wheth-
er needs-based or universal, are the larg-
est contributor to debt reduction.

“There are, in many cases, significant 
sums of public money being spent on an in-
creasingly individualized system of financ-
ing higher education; however, as a whole, 
this current system does little to ensure 
accessibility or transparency,” concludes 
MacLaren.

It’s Complicated: An Interprovincial Comparison 
of Student Financial Aid is available on the CCPA 
website: http://policyalternatives.ca
 See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.
ca/newsroom/news-releases/navigat ing-
canada%E2%80%99s-complex-terrain-student-
financial-assistance#sthash.gK8kpnvy.dpuf

OTTAWA – A new report on the single-
engine F-35 has just been released by the 
Rideau Institute and the Canadian Centre 
for Policy Alternatives.

One Dead Pilot was written by Univer-
sity of British Columbia political science 
professor Michael Byers, who recently won 
the $50,000 Donner Prize for his book In-
ternational Law and the Arctic.

The report responds to the Harper gov-
ernment’s continued openness to the F-35 
as a replacement for Canada’s aging fleet 
of CF-18 fighter jets. With the exception 
of the F-35, all the aircraft currently under 
consideration have two engines.

As Professor Byers explains, this dif-
ference has significant safety implications, 

Navigating Canada’s complex terrain of student financial assistance

Single-engine F-35 a bad choice for Canada’s Arctic, report finds

The study ranks the complexity of stu-
dent aid eligibility in each province and ter-
ritory based on the number of steps and 
outcomes possible for a simple, under-
graduate application. Ontario has by far 
the most complicated student aid system, 
with a score of 94. Alberta is next, with 59. 
Yukon, Nunavut, and Northwest Territories 
have the least complicated systems, with 
scores of 26, 18, and 17, respectively.

“What is accomplished—and who is 
marginalized—by implementing and main-
taining these differing and complicated sys-
tems? If there are benefits, are they worth 
the complexity, the duplication in adminis-
trative costs, the cost of development, eval-
uation and discontinuation of ever-chang-
ing programs, and the obvious inequity in 
eligibility that is created and reinforced for 
individual students and families across the 
country?” asks Erika Shaker, Education Di-
rector with the CCPA.

Among the study’s key findings:
•	 Significant inequities exist in the 

amount of resources made available to 

particularly for pilots operating over Cana-
da’s Arctic and vast maritime zones: “A de-
cision to purchase a single-engine fighter 
would almost inevitably result in the need-
less loss of Canadian pilots.”

Thirty-five years ago, the CF-18’s twin 
engines were a decisive factor in its selec-
tion over the single-engine F-16.

Today, the Harper government main-
tains that improvements in the reliability of 
engines mean that single-engine aircraft 
are just as safe as twin-engine aircraft.

Professor Byers’ report includes recent 
statistics from the US Air Force Safety Cen-
ter that disprove this assertion. The number 
of accidents leading to the loss of a pilot 
and/or aircraft remains significantly higher 

for single-engine fighter jets than for twin-
engine fighter jets.

According to the report, the risks as-
sociated with a single-engine aircraft are 
compounded by Canada’s challenging ge-
ography – including the remote Arctic and 
the world’s longest coastline – as well as 
a near-broken search-and-rescue system. 
As Professor Byers explains, “A pilot forced 
to eject after a loss of power in the Arctic 
might have just a few hours to live.”

See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.
ca/newsroom/news-releases/single-engine-
f -35-bad-cho ice-canadas-arc t ic - repor t -
finds#sthash.6citcpTr.dpuf

Solar power  
in 2013, from page 22

In the Middle East, Israel has installed 
the most solar PV to date. Its installed PV 
base grew 75 percent in 2013 to 420 mega-
watts. Dubai in the United Arab Emirates 
switched on a 13-megawatt project in Oc-
tober 2013 that is planned to expand to at 
least 100 megawatts and perhaps 10 times 
that size. By 2032, Saudi Arabia aims to 
have 16,000 megawatts of PV. 

In Africa, where small off-grid PV sys-
tems have been the norm, South Africa 
dominates in PV capacity. At least three 
large projects with a combined 175 mega-
watts have been inaugurated in that coun-
try’s Northern Cape province since late 
2013. 

The Chinese solar firm Hanergy plans 
to build a 400-megawatt park in Ghana. And 
Skypower FAS Energy, a Canadian-Saudi 
joint venture, signed agreements with Nige-
rian federal and state governments in May 
2014 to install 3,000 megawatts of utility-
scale PV there by 2019.

PV remains the most rapidly grow-
ing energy technology by a wide margin. 
Indeed, global PV installations for 2014 
should reach at least 40,000 megawatts, 
expanding world PV capacity by another 30 
percent. 

As concerns about climate change 
grow, solar PV has firmly established itself 
as an integral player in the transition from 
fossil fuels. 

For a plan to stabilize the Earth’s climate, see 
“Time for Plan B at . http://www.earth-policy.org//
press_room/C68/80by2020”. Data and addition-
al resources at www.earth-policy.org. 
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MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Of-
fice, Bill Routley: MLA, 273 Trunk  
Road, Duncan, BC, or PO Box 599, Duncan, BC, 
V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, toll free 1-877-
715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, email bill.routley.
mla@leg.bc.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100  Ældersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC, V9A 7M8, phone 250-
479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
gan, MLA, 122-2806 Jacklin Road, Victoria, BC 
V9B 5A4, phone 250-391-2801, fax 250-391-
2804, email john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Saanich South Community Office, Lana Po-
pham, MLA: 4085 Quadr Street, Victoria, BC, v8 
1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, or visit  
website at www.saanichsouth.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands Community 
Office, Gary Holman, MLA., 2393 Beacon Ave-
nue, Sidney, BC , phone: 250 655-5711, toll-free: 
1-855 955-5711, fax: 250 655-7398, email gary.
holman.mla.leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email crowder1A@@parl.gc.ca.

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office, Jean 
Crowder, MP, 101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, 
BC, V9L 1P1, email jean@jeancrowder.ca or 
visit her website at www.jeancrowder.ca.

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Of-
fice, Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith 
Place, Victoria, BC, V9A 7M8, open 10 am-4 pm, 
Monday-Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4568. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 1P0, or contact 
president Robert Douglas at 250 709-0750.or by 
email at cowichanvalley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats:
Write Box 231, 110-174  Wilson Street, Victoria, 
BC, V9A 7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@
gmail.com.

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Phone presi-
dent Sharon Wilkinsn at 250-478-5907 or email 
her at sawilkinson@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Keith Todd at 250-598-8039 or 
by email at keith.todd@shaw.bc.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
samuelgodfrey@gmail.com.

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
President Marilyn Callahan.
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
the president at President@vslndp.ca or write 
PO Box 282, 1681 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, 
V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Saanich-Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca New Demo-
crats: Contact president Jared Butcher at 250-
896 3414 or email him at jared.butcher2010@
gmail.com or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 
Admirals Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Nanaimo-Cowichan New Democrats: Contact 
president Sue Creba at 250-753-3371 or email 
her at suecreba@aquarius.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact president Michele Murphy at 250-727-9990 
or by email to  ndpsaanichgulfislands@gmail.
com or Irene Wright (Gulf Islands) by phone/fax 
at 250-537-5347, or email to aiwright@telus.net.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact president 
Kelly Newhook, write to PO Box 8383, Victoria, 
BC   V8W 3R9 or visit their website at www.vic-
toriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
778-679-2943 or email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: 203-
391 Tyee Road, Victoria, BC V9A 0A9. Info@
victoriacouncilofcanadians.ca and www.victoria-
councilofcanadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Cool Aid Society: www.CoolAid.org; phone 
250-383-1977: Building homes, lives and com-
munity. Cool Aid creates opportunities for people 
who are homeless or living in poverty. We make 
a difference through housing, health care, sup-
port and emergency shelters. Founded in 1968, 
Cool Aid helps over 9,000 people in the Capital 
Region every year, at 14 locations in Langford, 
Victoria and Saanich. The Society’s major new 
campaign is “Help End Homelessness”, to build 
an additional 360 apartments for people in the 
community who have no home.

Ecojustice: 214-131 Water Street, Vancouver, 
BC, V6B 4M3, phone 1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 
Sharlene Patterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services (Seniors Entitle-
ment Service), sponsored by the Greater Vic-
toria Seniors (OAPO) organization and located 
at the Blanshard Community Centre, 901 Kings 
Rd, (Kings and Dowler Streets), close to the #4 
and #6 buses on Quadra St.  Service is free to 
seniors 55+ in Greater Victoria.  Normally open 
on Mondays & Thursdays from 9-3 pm and 
Wednesdays from 9-12 noon.  We will be closed 
for summer break from July 15 to August 19.  For 
more information please phone 250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.net.; 
Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, Kim 
Manotn, secretary

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and dis-
cussion — including just about the entire range of 
what passes for the Left in Canada. A few years 
ago we adopted the banner “a magazine for peo-
ple who want to change the world”. That’s still 
a good summary of who we are. Subscriptions 
from $29.99. See http://canadiandimension.com 
for more information.Or contact them by mail at 
Canadian Dimension, 2E-91 Albert Street, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R3B 1G5, or by phone at 204-
957-1519 or oll-ree: 1-800-737-7051.

COMER (Committee on Monetary and Eco-
nomic Reform): Reform-minded focus fcus on 
monetary issues and how they affect our soci-
ety. Membership: $50; journal only $30. Contact 
them at 27 Sherbourne Street North, Suite 1, 
Toronto, ON M4W 2T3; tel: 416-924-3964; fax: 
416-466-5827; email: comerpub [at] comer.org.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by most labour organizations and 
other supporters of working people. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased at 
Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Infoshop, 
Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and Mun-
ro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and Re-
ceive an email notice when a new issue is online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP socialist 

caucus, is published for each federal and Ontario 
provincial convention. It is written and edited and 
by SC supporters but also includes articles by 
and interviews with progressive activists from 
outside the NDP as well. Download the paper at 
www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.com is a democratic 
socialist tabloid newspaper published in Victoria, 
BC, four  or five times a year.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

http://pacificfreepress.com

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices in Canada.

http://socialcoast.org

http://socialenvironmentalalliance.word-
press.com

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.
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