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By Jonathan Lee

The newly acclaimed BC NDP leader, elected and 
re-elected Juan de Fuca MLA since 2005, is no strang-
er to BC’s corridors of power.

The problem, as John Horgan sees it, is that his 
office is in the opposition corridors and not, where it 
should be, in the government corridors.

Horgan’s frustration with his party’s election loss-
es over the past 14 years, is palpable. He likens the 
governance of BC, today, to Tommy Douglas’s refer-
ence to Mouseland, decades ago, where the voting 
mice perpetually sought to elect cats which, of course, 
would never govern in the interest of mice.

He knows that the BC Liberals will never govern in 
the interest of the majority of working British Columbi-
ans.

John Horgan has the greatest respect for the pop-
ulation of British Columbia and understands that the 
consequences of BC Liberal government have not 
been explained clearly to the electorate. 

Certainly 142,000 people, unable to find viable 
employment, feel the consequences of government 
mismanagement, but the causes of this failure of gov-
ernment have not been adequately explained. Horgan 
intends to correct that.

The BC NDP must challenge the BC Liberal posi-
tions more strongly, now. Horgan has moved past the 
disappointment of the 2013 election loss, has taken the 
lessons to heart, and is prepared for a fight to explain 
how much better things can be for British Columbians 
if the BC NDP is restored to government at the next 
election. 

In settling into the Leader’s office he’s brought in 
only two personal effects. An executive chair that he 
rescued years ago – comfortable and unpretentious  
--  and a framed poster from the days of the CCF, pro-
claiming “Humanity First – People before Profits”.

The poster really reflects Horgan’s view of what 
government is about. His background and previous 
role as energy critic uniquely qualify him to critique and 
explain how Christy Cark’s Liberals have mismanaged 
the natural energy resources of BC.

He points out that the BC Liberals led voters to be-
lieve that their energy, extraction, marketing and deliv-
ery policies would benefit British Columbians in creat-
ing new jobs and increased government revenues.

There is no sign of this happening, according to 
Horgan. He points out that British Columbia languishes 
8th in national job creation, behind every province other 
than PEI and New Brunswick.

It is the job of government to assist in adding value 
to our resources and see that they are brought to mar-
ket at the best price to the advantage of all British Co-
lumbians. Horgan says this isn’t happening. Markets 
are being misjudged, Green hydro energy is being frit-
tered away and benefits and jobs in BC are still lagging 
and lacking.

Horgan points out that the resources and potentials 
in BC extend much further than simply oil and gas mar-
kets. He believes in moving the focus to multi-sector 
plans to produce jobs, now, and expresses his disap-
pointment that we’ve become consumed by the pipe-
line debate. 

The issues and opportunities are much more com-
plicated than narrow debates, however important. He 
looks to stress the importance of balance in govern-
ment and that the province must understand where 
it fits, both locally, nationally and internationally. That 
there must be a focus on strategies and issues where 
there is a realistic opportunity of control while at the 

same time understanding the global picture.
Horgan understands that BC must focus on issues that touch 

residents meaningfully. That in developing a resource economy, a 
longer term view must be taken than that of the current govern-
ment.

The balance of the economic needs of society must be better 
understood – not just the interests of private shareholders. He 
reminds that the BC Liberal government is very much focussed on 
short term shareholder profit rather than long term societal benefit.

This brings Horgan to what he sees as a failure of the BC 
Liberals to allow proper oversight of Crown corporations and P3s.

He looks back at the Campbell government policy of creat-
ing P3 contracts, which often simply moved public wealth and re-
sources into private hands.

He wants to know what the public benefit is from these P3 ar-
rangements. 

He says that over the past 12 years the powers of institutions 
such as the Auditor General’s Office, the BC Utilities Commission, 
and the Agricultural Land Commission, have been circumvented 
by the BC Liberals, while in government.

He points out that the Crown Corporation Committee hasn’t 
met since 2008. He personally brought in a private members bill to 
reconstitute the committee and to begin again to ask questions of 
the CEOs of entities like Hydro or BC Ferries – corporations that 
have increased their debt and their burden on the public purse.

Horgan reminds that Crown corporations were created to 
serve the public good. Now, their management control has en-
abled the opportunity to obtain private advantage and gain, and 
public oversight has been diminished and disabled.

BC NDP will restore the power of independent commissions 
and look at where public wealth continues to be transferred to 
private hands, says Horgan.

As an example of private unaccountability he cites the Alta-
Gas/Forest Kerr project in north western BC. Horgan says that 
the project represents a 60 year contract, entirely exempted from 
public scrutiny.

He is adamant that while 142,000 people are available and 
seeking work in BC, the public message of BC NDP must draw 
attention to examining where P3 contracts are not working in the 
public interest.

But Horgan has a word of warning. He stresses that 
in his view the most constructive way forward must not 
undermine contractual obligations – a principle that 
is sacrosanct in his mind. Just as the contracts that 
government makes with unions must be considered 
equally sacrosanct. He is very clear that the BC Lib-
eral government regularly does not seek to adhere to 
agreements made with unions, which are regularly ab-
rogated.

These are very early days for the BC NDP new 
leader. He’s busy engaging his team and organizing 
how to effectively convey BC NDP messages that will 
resonate with voters.

He looks at the pattern of election results, not only 
in BC but internationally. He sees that voters are uncer-
tain and unhappy with political institutions and parties.  

His objective is to change perceptions about the BC 
NDP. It’s a mainstream party that exists to bring pros-
perity to all British Columbians. The BC Liberal govern-
ment brings benefit to a small sector of the population 
and austerity to the majority. That is not a sustainable 
balance in John Horgan’s view.

Horgan knows that the BC NDP must deliver a 
stronger and clearer message. The party must explain 
its policies more effectively and say how those policies 
serve individual and societal needs more fairly and 
successfully than the present government’s policies. 

That it is important to return BC as a citizen’s prov-
ince. 

John Horgan is going to be a tough leader of the 
BC NDP. His vision is inclusive. He sees that today’s 
model of BC government is unfair and impoverishing 
for so many residents. He is going to require the party 
and its many factions of expertise and interest to come 
together with reinforced purpose if today’s exclusion-
ary government policies are to be reversed.

He reminds that he, himself, has been the bene-
ficiary of social programs throughout his life – public 
healthcare, public education, social support systems 
etc. -- that have enabled his career and present posi-
tion. He looks, now, to fight for the continuation and 
sustainability of those programs for generations to 
come. 

BC Liberals do not have a “divine right to rule”, he 
says. His purpose is to lead his party toward govern-
ment, replace the BC Liberals, and to grow the econo-
my for the public good.

It’s likely that Horgan’s office in the opposition cor-
ridors will be empty much of the time. He’ll be out in the 
province explaining and cajoling. 

John Horgan exudes an energy and intelligence 
that will be invaluable to the BC NDP over the next 
three years. Not a man to dwell on past difficulties, his 
eyes are set clearly on the future.

John Horgan -- Leader, BC NDP

Looking ahead and ready to fight

John Horgan, newly elected BC NDP leader, stands in the Lead-
er’s Office at the Legislature beside a poster from CCF days 
which reflects what he believes government is about.
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