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A Turkish police officer carries the lifeless body of a young Syrian refugee found lying on the beach off the coast of Turkey’s 
Bodrum Peninsula on Wednesday, September 2. At least 12 refugees fleeing the war in Syria, including Aylun, 3, his brother 
Galip, 5, and their mother drowned while trying to reach the Greek island of Kos from the Turkish resort town of Bodrum.

“A photo prevails when logic cannot” 
                          

The death of hundreds or 
even thousands of refugees 
and the displacement of 
millions are statistics – the 
death of one human being is 
a tragedy.

Those words have been 
said before; even by Josef 
Stalin, but in a world over-
whelmed by the statistics of 
crises, they have never been 
more true or more relevant.

As we go to the polls in the 
federal election, it is a stark 
reminder that the decisions 
we are about to make are not 
about “the economy” or “the 
middle class”; terms that 
have become meaningless 
in a world where for millions, 
economy is food, shelter 
and staying alive for another 
day and the “middle class” 
is about as relevant as the 
Middle Kingdom of the Lord 
of the Rings.

This election is about us, 
our sense of community, our 
compassion and humanity.

It is about whether we care 
for the world we will pass to 
future generations, whether 
we care for the old, the sick 
and disadvantaged.  It is 
about a society where we all 
count, are all treated equally 
and where government is 
honest, open and genuinely 
of and for the people. 

The multinational mega-
corporations, banks and oli-
garchs who now control the 
world economy can look after 
themselves.  

In this election we need 
to remember the words of 
Tommy Douglas “Courage 
my friends, ‘tis not too late to 
build a better world’.”  

        --The Guardian, September 11, 2015
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     NDP Leader Tom Mulcair announced 
August 31 that an NDP government will en-
sure that no woman or child in need will be 
turned away from a women’s shelter.  An 
NDP government will also create an ac-
tion plan to end violence against women in 
Canada. 

“On a single night in April last year, 
more than 500 women and children who 
were fleeing violence were turned away 
from shelters across this country. Despite 
these alarming numbers, Stephen Harper 
has consistently shown that ending vio-
lence against women and girls is not a pri-
ority for his government,” said Mulcair. 

“My priority is to end violence against 
women. We must take meaningful and 
significant action to address the violence 
being faced by our sisters, mothers and 
daughters across Canada.”

An NDP government will work with 

women’s groups and Indigenous commu-
nities and organizations to create a com-
prehensive and coordinated national action 
plan to end violence against women. The 
National Action Plan will have dedicated 
funding and clear benchmarks. The plan 
will focus on women who are most vul-
nerable to violence, including Indigenous 
women.

Mulcair reiterated his commitment to 
hold an inquiry into missing and murdered 
Indigenous women within the first 100 days 
of taking office.

“We will restore the Shelter Enhance-
ment Program ended by the Conservatives 
in order to expand access to shelter and 
transition resources for women and girls 
needing support so that no woman in need 
is ever turned away,” said Mulcair.

Reversing Conservative indifference 
and neglect will be a top priority for an NDP 
government..

NDP leader Tom Mulcair announced 
on September 15 his plan to reverse the 
Conservatives’ disrespect of Canadian vet-
erans with investments to enhance support 
and improve medical care for Canada’s vet-
erans and their families.

“Stephen Harper clawed back veterans’ 
pensions, cut front-line services, failed vet-
erans with PTSD, and spent nearly a mil-
lion dollars fighting veterans in court,” said 
Mulcair. “As prime minister, I will ensure 
our government honours the sacrifices of 
our veterans and provides the services and 
benefits they’ve earned.”

An NDP government will support Ca-
nadian veterans and their families with a 
$454 million investment over four years to 

Mulcair to launch national 
Alzheimer’s and dementia strategy

NDP Leader Tom Mulcair focused on help for Canadians living with Alzheimer’s dis-
ease or dementia and their families, as he unveiled more details of his comprehensive 

After decades of neglect by Liberals 
and Conservatives, Tom Mulcair will make 
affordable housing a federal government 
priority.

“The last time the Liberals were in pow-
er, they cancelled Canada’s National Hous-
ing Strategy. It’s also worth noting there are 
35,000 homeless people in Canada right 
now,” said Mulcair during the leaders’ de-
bate on the economy. “We would put more 
money in people’s pockets with quality, af-

NDP Leader Tom Mulcair focused on 
mental health services for young Canadi-
ans as he announced another component 
of his bold plan to improve public health 
care and reverse the damage done by 
years of Liberal and Conservative neglect.

“Every child in Canada should have ac-
cess to high quality, effective mental health 
treatment when they need it and that’s not 
been the case under Stephen Harper’s lost 
decade,” said Mulcair. “Evidence shows 
that addressing mental health in children 
reduces the incidence of serious mental 
health issues in adulthood, which reduces 
costs and strain on provincial healthcare 
systems.”

Nearly 1.5 million Canadians under the 
age of 24 who are affected by mental ill-
ness do not receive access to appropriate 
support, treatment or care.

To support provinces and territories in 
the delivery of quality mental health servic-
es to young Canadians and their families, 
an NDP government will establish a $100 
million Mental Health Innovation Fund for 
Children and Youth aimed at wait-time re-
duction and improved care.

Mulcair: NDP to launch a national action 
plan on violence against women 

NDP to improve mental health care for young 
Canadians; to create Mental Health Innovation 
Fund for Children and Youth

NDP to update New Veterans Charter to better 
serve veterans and their families

provide better treatment for veterans with 
post-traumatic stress and mental health is-
sues; enhance long-term care and expand 
the Veterans Independence Program; as 
well as increase survivors’ pensions and 
ensure funding is in place to support digni-
fied funerals for veterans through the Last 
Post Program.

“For many years, the NDP and lo-
cal MPs like Peter Stoffer have fought for 
Canada’s veterans and their families so 
that they get the services and care they de-
serve,” said Mulcair. “We will also apologize 
and make amends to those who were dis-
missed or forced out of the military on the 
basis of their sexual orientation or gender 
identity – fairness that is long overdue.”

The Mental Health Innovation Fund in-
cludes:

·  A special emphasis on high-risk pop-
ulations in First Nations, Inuit and Métis 
communities, as well as Canadians in rural 
and remote communities, and youth transi-
tioning from foster care.

·  $10 million per year for research and 
enhanced healthcare collaboration across 
the country;

·  $15 million per year for healthcare 
providers and community mental health as-
sociations to implement best practices for 
wait-time reductions for better care.

“Our improvements to mental health 
services will also be supported through our 
investments to help build 200 health clin-
ics across Canada as part of our compre-
hensive plan for healthcare,” said Mulcair. 
“The NDP will improve mental health care 
services and balance the budget, by asking 
Canada’s biggest corporations to pay a fair 
share. Justin Trudeau won’t do that.”

Better mental health services are part 
of Mulcair’s plan to usher in the next era of 
quality public health care for all Canadians. 

NDP will bring federal leadership 
back to affordable housing

fordable child care and to the hundred thou-
sand people that we would give a raise with 
a federal minimum wage of $15 an hour. 
Somebody who works full-time shouldn’t be 
living in poverty.”

Tom Mulcair’s plan will build 10,000 af-
fordable housing units and maintain and 
strengthen social housing. An NDP govern-
ment will work with First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit communities to improve housing in re-
mote areas. 

plan to advance health care while undoing 
decades of Conservative and Liberal cuts 
September 15.

“Stephen Harper has left important 
health issues like dementia and Alzheim-
er’s disease without resources or leader-
ship, just as the number of Canadians living 
with the conditions is expected to double,” 
said Mulcair. “Our vision for health care, 
where you need it, when you need it, in-
cludes a major effort to lower the impact of 
Alzheimer’s disease and dementia on Ca-
nadians and their families.”

An NDP government will work with 
provinces and territories, and invest $40 
million to create a national Alzheimer’s and 
Dementia Strategy that will:

·  Support screening, early diagnosis 

and treatment to help slow progression of 
the conditions;

·  Improve resources for newly diag-
nosed patients and their families to access 
needed care;

·  Fund additional Alzheimers and de-
mentia research, ensuring that activities 
are being coordinated to maximize resourc-
es and results.

“To ensure the effectiveness of our na-
tional strategy, we will create the Canadian 
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Partnership,” 
said Mulcair. “This will bring governments, 
researchers, the Alzheimer Society and 
others together to maximize support for 
patients and families, while reversing the 
damage of Stephen Harper’s lost decade.”

NDP Leader Tom Mulcair announced 
eptember 18 his plan to work with provinc-
es to make prescription drugs more afford-
able, by supporting universal prescription 
drug coverage and controlling drug costs 
through bulk purchasing.

“Canadians are paying too much for 
prescription drugs because Stephen Harp-
er’s plan isn’t working,” said Mulcair. “Our 
health care priorities will lower the price Ca-
nadians have to pay for their prescriptions 
and help all Canadians cover those costs 
with better coverage.”

Under Stephen Harper, Canadians are 
now paying $6 billion a year on prescription 
drugs – 62 percent more than in 2006. Ten 
percent of Canadians cannot afford to take 
the drugs prescribed by their doctors.

“Canadian families should never have 

Canadians to pay less for prescription 
drugs with Tom Mulcair 

to choose between food and medicine,” 
said Mulcair. 

Working with the provinces, an NDP 
government will invest $2.6 billion over four 
years, with the goal of providing universal 
access to prescription drug coverage.

The NDP will also target a 30 percent 
average reduction in the cost of prescription 
drugs to provinces and individuals through 
bulk purchasing programs and collabora-
tion with provinces. This will generate as 
much as $3 billion in savings for provinces 
through their own drug coverage programs.

“Canadian families should never have 
to choose between food and medicine,” 
said Mulcair. “That’s why my goal will be to 
see all Canadians have prescription drug 
coverage once and for all.”
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Election 2015

NDP Leader Tom Mulcair will take a 
different approach than the Liberal and 
Conservative corporate tax giveaways that 
have failed to create jobs and grow Cana-
da’s economy.  

“We are going to be asking Canada’s 
largest corporations to start paying their 
fair share. We will not be raising taxes on 
individual Canadians,” said Mulcair, during 
the September 17 leaders’ debate on the 
economy. “Mr. Trudeau and Mr. Harper are 

Members of the NDP’s Economic Team 
presented Tom Mulcair’s balanced fiscal 
plan on September 15, a plan which makes 
investments in areas like infrastructure, 
health care and protecting retirement secu-
rity within a balanced budget.

“Leadership is about priorities. Tom Mul-
cair has a long-term balanced fiscal plan to 
help middle-class families get ahead with-
out leaving costs for the next generation,” 
said Andrew Thomson, former provincial 
finance minister and NDP candidate (Eg-
linton-Lawrence). “For 10 years Stephen 
Harper chose to push the snooze button 
even though families are working harder 
but still can’t get ahead. Justin Trudeau is 
choosing the panic button, with his reck-
less, un-costed promises and his billions in 
new deficits and debt.”

The NDP fiscal plan will produce a bal-
anced budget in each year of an NDP man-
date. Revenue measures contained in the 
plan include increasing the tax rate paid 
by profitable corporations from 15 to 17%, 
which is lower than the average it was un-
der Stephen Harper and leaves Canada’s 
rate below the G7 average. The NDP fiscal 
plan will also eliminate the CEO stock op-
tion tax loopholes and crack down on tax 
cheats.

“Stephen Harper wants to spend $2.2 
billion on income-splitting and new TFSA 
promises that only help the wealthiest Ca-
nadians,” said Peggy Nash, Industry Critic 
and NDP candidate (Parkdale—High Park). 
“We are going to use that money to invest 
in better health care, making life more af-
fordable and kick-starting our economy, 
while protecting seniors’ ability to split pen-
sion income.”

The NDP is the first party to release a 
balanced and fully-costed fiscal plan. They 
have challenged Stephen Harper and Jus-
tin Trudeau to provide their fiscal frame-
works.

“Canadians can see Tom Mulcair’s 
numbers in black and white. Now it’s time 

NDP releases balanced fiscal plan; long-term investments to help families get ahead
for Stephen Harper and Justin Trudeau to 
show Canadians their numbers,” said Guy 
Caron, professional economist and NDP 
candidate in Rimouski - Neigette — Témis-
couata — Les Basque . “Our framework 
shows exactly how we will ensure one mil-
lion childcare spaces at no more than $15 
a day, kick-start the economy, and invest in 
healthcare all while keeping the books bal-
anced.”

Ready for change
In this election, only Tom Mulcair has 

the plan for the change Canadians want in 
Ottawa. It is balanced and it is focused on 
the priorities of Canadian families.

Tom Mulcair will invest in better health 
care starting with more doctors and nurses, 
and better home care so that all Canadians 
can access medical services when they 
need them, where they need them.

Help families get ahead and make life 
more affordable...starting with one million 
quality childcare spaces at no more than 
$15 dollars a day.

Kick-start the economy and build need-
ed infrastructure...starting with support for 
manufacturing, lowering small business 
taxes, and stable investments in transit and 
infrastructure.

Create opportunities for young Ca-
nadians to build a good life...starting with 
40,000 more apprenticeships, co-op place-
ments and jobs for youth.

Guarantee retirement security and care 
for our most vulnerable...starting with an in-
crease to the GIS to lift 200,000 seniors out 
of poverty.

Estimates of revenue and savings
The Canadian Federal Budget forecasts 

approximately $300 billion in revenues dur-
ing the 2016–17 fiscal year. To fund new 
priorities, the NDP’s balanced plan will 
make modest changes to the taxes paid by 
profitable corporations and the wealthiest 
Canadians, while protecting low-income 

Canadians and the middle class.
These changes will restore fairness and 

balance to the tax revenues the Govern-
ment of Canada receives each year, while 
maintaining Canada’s competitiveness on 
the world stage and encouraging invest-
ment in jobs and growth.

Three major measures constitute the 
majority of incremental revenue:

Corporate taxes
An NDP government will increase the 

Corporate Income Tax (CIT) rate by two 
cents on the dollar, from 15% to 17%. 

At 17%, the CIT will be below the G7 
average, and below the average during 
Stephen Harper’s time as prime minister. 
Most importantly, it will remain well below 
the rate in the United States.

Repealing income splitting and TFSA 
doubling

An NDP  government will end the Con-
servatives’ recently implemented income 
splitting scheme, and roll back the doubling 
of TFSA allowances.

These are both costly measures and 
of little or no benefit to the vast majority of 
Canadians. 

The NDP will protect seniors’ ability to 
split their pension income.

Closing stock option loopholes
An NDP government will close the stock 

option loopholes for CEOs and senior ex-
ecutives.

Over 90% of the benefit of this loophole 
goes to Canadians earning $250,000 a 
year or more.

The savings from ending this unfair tax 
break will be directed into measures to lift 
children and the working poor out of pov-
erty.

Notes about the plan 
This Balanced Fiscal Plan is the fiscal 

framework for the NDP’s 2015 election plat-
form. It is built upon the fiscal framework 
presented in Budget 2015 and updated by 
the PBO in July of 2015. It presents rev-
enue and savings measures in detail, with 
explanations of the changes that will lead to 
these incremental revenues and savings. It 
further presents summaries of new invest-
ments by category. This fiscal plan projects 
modest surpluses in each of the four years.

For more details of the NDP Balanced 
Fiscal plan, readers may go to http://www.
ndp.ca/sites/default/files/news/balancedfis-
calplan-en-digital.pdf

Tom Mulcair will invest in the middle class by 
asking corporations to pay their fair share

of one mind. They thought that dropping 
corporate taxes by tens of billions of dollars 
was a good idea. It hasn’t been. The stock 
option tax loophole costs Canadian taxpay-
ers $500 million a year. We will get rid of it.”

By closing tax loopholes and raising the 
corporate tax rate to 17 percent, an NDP 
government will immediately reduce small 
business taxes from 11 to nine percent and 
make targeted investments in manufactur-
ing and innovation. 
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As others see it

What will Canadians be voting for when they go to the polls on October 19? How 
many will actually be voting “for” something and how many will really be voting 
against the present government?

Watching some of the TV coverage of the election campaigns leaves one wonder-
ing.  As always at election time, Winston Churchill’s famous quote comes to mind; 
“The best argument against democracy is a five minute conversation with the aver-
age voter.”  Sadly, many voters have paid so little attention to events during the past 
few years that they cheerfully tell TV reporters or say in “tweets” that they will decide 
how to vote based on the unreal atmosphere of a TV “leaders debate”.  

What seems clear is that few people have read Michel Harris’s disturbing new book 
Party of One, which recounts the terrifying power wielded by Stephen Harper and 
how he has used it to reshape Canada in his own image.  Worse yet are the number 
of people who seem willing to let it continue, under the delusion that it is “good for 
the economy” and so for them.
  
Save occasional mentions of Mike Duffy, few candidates or even other party lead-
ers, remind voters of the political shenanigans and secret deals, frequently, involving 
the PMO, which have marked the last nine years.  Harris reminds us of the “vicious 
political assault”, and firing of Canada’s nuclear regulator Linda Keen (by ex-Saa-
nich Gulf Islands MP Gary Lunn) at Christmas 2007.  Then Harris recalls the F-35 
boondoggle; chosen by the DND without competitive bidding.  

Meanwhile there has been a stunning silence during the election campaign, regard-
ing the Arthur Porter affair.  Harris calls it “the worst decision Stephen Harper ever 
made”, namely the appointment of Porter to head the Security Intelligence Review 
Committee.  Porter, who had financial and legal clouds hanging over his head and 
questionable deals in Sierra Leone, Bahamas and elsewhere was also propelled 
by Harper and the PMO to health advisory boards, the board of Air Canada (free 
flights) and the Privy Council.  Porter died in jail in Panama on June 30 this year, 
fighting extradition to Canada to face charges of allegedly being involved in a $22.5 
million kickback scheme in a $1.38 billion Montreal hospital contract.  

Harper when leader of the Opposition also wrote that it was “a serious mistake” for 
Canada, not to have gone to war in Iraq.  Paul Heinbecker, ex-Canadian Ambassa-
dor to the UN is quoted as judging that Stephen Harper has left 50 years of Cana-
dian diplomacy in tatters, seriously damaging our international reputation.

The troubling issue is that these events are hardly being mentioned during the cam-
paign.  The Conservatives are claiming the moral, economic, financial and security 
high ground.  Trust us they say, we are the best people to safeguard the economy, 
and keep Canada safe and secure -- look at our record.  The trouble is that so many 
people are not looking hard at the record – the events described above are just the 
tip of the iceberg.  They are not only good reasons for voting the government out: 
they are very good reasons for not voting them back in.

“The economy” is trumpeted as the big election issue but just what does that mean?  
Ask a roomful of people to say what they think politicians and people mean by 
“the economy” and the reactions may range from blank stares to a dozen different 
interpretations.  Putting aside its Greek origins, it is at its simplest, the state of the 
country in terms of production and consumption of goods and services and the sup-
ply of money (money in bank accounts and short term investments that can be used 
to pay bills).

So just what is the state of “the economy” in Canada and what can politicians really 
do about it, despite their claims?  What are we producing?  Not as much as we used 
to, certainly not in terms of what we dig and pump out of the ground, which is the 
most basic production, with little value added.

All too often people equate the economy with jobs; lots of jobs must mean the 
economy is in good shape.  Not necessarily.  As Statistics Canada reported recently, 
412,600 manufacturing jobs have been lost since February 2006 – and in that time 
Canada’s population has risen by more than three million.  So we should have cre-
ated 400,000 manufacturing jobs, not lost them!  It is the highly skilled manufactur-
ing jobs that produce the high value manufactured goods, retain skill levels, moti-
vate young people and are the key to the country’s success and well-being. 
 
On September 18 the CBC reported from London, Ontario, that the city, once a 
manufacturing powerhouse now has 17% working poor, as factory after factory has 
closed.  Until recently railway locomotives were built in London -- not any more.  
The plant has gone, the skills are lost and the well paid jobs that boosted the local 
economy (that word again!) are gone.  Stats Canada has said that some manufac-
turing jobs and skills are gone forever.  

So what about the consumption side?  Well, we are consuming by the ship-load 
– not Canadian manufactured goods, but from China, India, Bangladesh – indeed 
anywhere but Canada!  We still need railway locomotives of course – we just have 
to buy them from somewhere else by selling non-renewable resources at fire sale 
prices.  

As for the money supply, Canadians now have record levels of debt.  The money 
is out there, it’s just that Canadians are owing it more than saving it.  Who has the 
money?  Large corporations are sitting on mountains of it!  The Conservative corpo-
rate tax cuts did not lead to an explosion of investment in high tech manufacturing.   
Instead companies are just sitting on the money or paying it in dividends.  Many of 
those companies are not Canadian owned and a lot of profit leaves the country for 
somewhere else. -- DJO

     Governments always tend to want not really a free press but a 
managed or well conducted one.
 --Lord Radcliffe. British lawyer and public servant. 1899-1977

Our opinion

Will you vote for something or really be 
voting against the present government?

By Heather Tufts

Whenever someone tells me that their 
upcoming vote will be based on whether or 
not a party has whipped-votes in caucus, 
my reality-check antennas are activated!

It is unfortunate that “whipped” is an 
emotive word that evokes painful imagery. 
Ouch! Perhaps some language tweaking 
would be useful to the general understand-
ing of this process.

But what exactly does a “free” vote look 
like? Last year in the House of Commons, 
Bruce Hyer, MP for Thunder Bay-Superior 
North and Deputy Leader of the Green Par-
ty, voted to support a Conservative motion 
for Canadian military intervention in Iraq 
and Syria. Green Leader Elizabeth May 
voted against. With only two elected Green 
members in the House, this was a 50-50 
split on an issue of great international sig-
nificance.

A Green Party resolution states clearly: 
Be it resolved that Green MPs will have no 
whipped votes.

The free-vote within a political party 
suggests that party policy is merely an oxy-
moron. How can voters feel confident that 
they know where their candidate stands 
on such issues as abortion, human rights, 
free-trade, domestic and international is-
sues? Perhaps we must take a leap of faith 
and just trust. The MP would be free to vote 
their conscience which allows for too many 
variables.

In Canada, the party whip manages 
many functions directly related to organiz-
ing the activities of the parliamentary cau-
cus. Among these activities are the selec-
tion of members to serve on parliamentary 
committees and the organization of speak-
ers in the House of Commons for debates. 

A whip’s role is also to ensure that the 
elected representatives of their party are 
in attendance when important votes are 
taken. This does not sound too threatening.

 At election time most of us cast our bal-
lot based on information given by the candi-
date on their party platform and we expect 
consistency and reliability that this will be 
followed. We understand that there will be 
differences of opinion and some dissention 
but we rely on the party caucus to reconcile 
diversity through debate and consensus 
building.

Democracy is not easy! It is often time-
consuming and challenging. But it can be 
argued that it is more democratic to build 
team consensus rather than individualizing 
votes to diminish significant policies.

The NDP was accused of a slow public 
response to Bill C-51. Not so. Whereas the 
caucus spent time on a thorough examina-
tion of this egregious bill, MP Randall Gar-
rison as the Public Safety Critic quickly be-
came the vanguard for strong opposition. 

This is what democracy looks like rooted in 
important debate and team building.

The Reform Act which was introduced 
by Conservative MP Michael Chong attract-
ed support from across the political spec-
trum and brings some balance to this rag-
ing debate. The Bill empowers caucus to 
make more decision that are not top-down 
(Harper-style) and enhances the democrat-
ic principle of consensus decision-making.

“It will lead to freer votes in the House of 
Commons, where members of Parliament 
can, on occasion, break ranks with their 
party to represent their constituents’ views 
and that is a significant change from the 
status quo,” explained Chong.

Green candidates tell us that free votes 
will provide more opportunities to represent 
their communities. This probably works well 
when specific local issues are discussed 
with community organizations. 

 But what about important national and 
international concerns? How do the “free 
voters” measure the influence of power-
ful corporate lobbyists against the quieter 
voices of other constituents? How can vot-
ers be assured that the decision-making 
lens reflects party policy and how will they 
garner enough support to make a differ-
ence?

 This is not to suggest that we relin-
quish our personal power to our elected 
representatives. I stand strong as a land 
defender, indigenous ally and human rights 
activist against corporate bullies. I believe 
that we should voice our passions at rallies, 
protests and even civil disobedience if our 
concerns are being ignored by government.

I also believe that we should explore 
every opportunity to have our voices heard 
though town halls, community forums, pol-
icy conventions and meeting our elected 
representative for discussions.

However it is important to know at elec-
tion time where each candidate stands on 
key issues and that the ideas expressed 
are an inherent commitment. This is impos-
sible when representatives can individual-
ize their votes in the House whenever they 
feel like it.

Political platforms contain plans and 
visions and I prefer to know that my can-
didate’s promises have reliable roots. This 
does not negate opportunities for engaged 
citizens to have a voice in the spirit of par-
ticipatory democracy.

To whip or not to whip: that is 
the question.

Words to ponder
from the internet:

Not Voting Is 
A National Security Threat.

Not Voting Is 
A Vote For The Harper Conservatives.
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Friends of the Lower Island News
We are excited to tell you that the forum we mentioned in the last LIN is now 

coming together, and will be held on Satrurday, May 30, at the Monteray Commu-
nity Centre. Read more details in the newstory on page 3.

 We hope that many of you will be concerned enough about the changing  
media landscape to come and hear our three knowledgeable speakers, and to 
offer your  own opinions. Light refreshments will be available, and the event is free 
although we would appreciate donations to help with the costs.

Below is the latest list of Friends of the Lower Island News who have given 
donations since the last issue in February:

 Reds Hens   $20
   

     If you like this issue of the LIN, want it to continue to be published and can af-
ford to give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send us 
a cheque, whatever amount you can afford. All donations, large and small, will be 
appreciated..

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311-2750 Quadra 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, and will be acknowledged in the paper. Please indicate 
if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we cannot  take credit card donations, 
or give tax receipts. Thank you!

          Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

The next issue of the Lower 
Island News will likely be in early  
December or January. Deadline for 
submitting advertising and articles 
will be announced.

For  further information and to 
submit articles and ads, email 
dale_young@telus.net.

We welcome your  letters to the 
editor, as well as articles and reviews, 
photos, and anything else you think 
would be of interest to our 
progressive readers. Please mail 
them to the Editor, at Box 311-2750 
Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, 
email them to dale_young@telus.net, 
or phone 250-384-7621.

During the past decade, we have expe-
rienced a federal government that has kept 
not only citizens’ views at bay but the views 
of anyone who does not have the Prime 
Minister’s favour.  Clearly, a Prime Minister 
with a majority government has immense 
powers.

It seems likely that a minority govern-
ment will prevail after October 19 and this 
might offer some hope that citizens’—and 
political parties’—differing views might be 
better represented.  This is how Canada’s 
Medicare program came to be.

Saskatchewan’s CCF Premier Tommy 
Douglas worked resolutely from 1944 to 
1961 to make health care available to every 
citizen in his province.   Douglas influenced 
Conservative Prime Minister John Diefen-
baker, and in 1961, Diefenbaker appointed 
Justice Emmett Hall to conduct a Royal 
Commission into Medicare.

One outcome of the Commission was 
legislation that offered a 50-50 sharing of 
hospitalization costs with the provinces.  
This made it possible for Saskatchewan to 
implement Medicare, and provided a model 
for Canada’s 1966 Medicare legislation 
brought in by Liberal Prime Minister Lester 
Pearson’s minority government. 

A minority government is likely to be 
elected on October 19, but there is no cer-
tainty that such productive collaboration be-
tween parties will occur.   We need to elect 
a governing party that has made a commit-
ment to changing our electoral system to 
one where our MPs are representative of 
the numbers of votes cast for each party.  
Then collaboration will become the norm.  

The only party positioned to form gov-
ernment that has made this commitment is 
the NDP.

Starla Anderson
Victoria 

This letter previously appeared in the Times Col-
onist on September 27.

Building Community
interested?
You may want to join this working 
group “social issues and outreach”

We are a working group under the Saa-
nich South NDP executive and in support of 
MLA Lana Popham. 

We have chosen affordable (rental) 
housing as our topic of action and have 
connected this with the future plan for the 
Cordova Bay Plaza. We envision a plaza 
which includes affordable housing, a plaza 
with a mixture of shops, homes and green 
space, making the plaza a place where 
people can live, shop and gather in com-
munity.

We are inviting anyone who wold like to 
get involved in this project with us. We work 

 “The United Nations is now estimating 
at least 850,000 people are expected to 
cross the Mediterranean this year and 
next, seeking refuge in Europe to escape 
violence and unrest in Syria, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, Iraq, sub-Saharan Africa and 
other regions. 

Already 366,000 people have arrived 
in Europe this year. (http://www.truth-out.
org/news/item/32733-german-lawmaker-
at-the-root-of-refugee-crisis-are-wars-led-
by-the-us)”

Except for natural disasters such as 
flooding and drought, the major reason 
refugees leave their home and face the un-
certainty and hardship of a refugee is due 
to wars which threaten their lives.

It is interesting to note that the violence 
in all countries mentioned in the first para-
graph above is the result of intervention by 
the US Empire which initiated the military 
operations to extend its global hegemony 
(conquest of the world).

Thus, a possible quick way to stop 
further refugees is for the Peoples of the 
World, through their governments, to con-
front the US’s hegemonic destabilization of 
countries which pose no threat to the USA.

Motivated by the grassroots, nations 
(through such organizations as the UN 
could confront the US with the cost to care 
for the refugees which US military action 
created  

This would increase the cost of US mili-
tary action and provide the countries of the 
world a means to confront the US with a 
legitimate financial expense to discourage 
further extensions of the US Empire.

This idea is simple and straight forward. 
Do we have the moral courage to imple-
ment it?

Gerry Masuda
Duncan

A People’s Senate-- 
a better option than 
abolition

 Once this election is over, the Senate’s 
future is going to be a big issue again. Who-
ever forms the next government will have to 
start making good on their promises con-
cerning Parliament’s Upper House. And for 
the NDP, that won’t be easy.

 Abolition is a scheme that would take 
years, even if everyone were on board -- 
which they are not. It would entail mam-
moth complications, notably the provincial 
piggy-backing that would inevitably be at-
tempted in any attempt to reopen the Con-
stitution. 

Abolition’s step-sibling, “death by at-
trition” – espoused by strange bedfellows 
scattered across the Conservative, Sas-
katchewan and New Democratic parties 
- would not only be flagrantly unconstitu-
tional, it would eventually lead to complete 
political paralysis, since all legislation and 
budgetary measures must pass the Senate 
to become law.

Killing the Senate is a bad idea in any 
case. Not only can senators -- properly se-
lected and free from partisan pressures -- 
do important work and help protect regional 
and minority interests, the Upper House 
is also one of the few remaining bulwarks 
against the abuse of power by a majority 
government. 

An independent, functioning Senate is a 
nuisance and an obstacle to an autocratic 
regime. No wonder Harper wants it crippled 
or gone.

If both the Harper and Mulcair plans are 
essentially unworkable, and unwise to boot, 
what’s the alternative? A People’s Senate, 
appointed by the Prime Minister from a list 
of individuals nominated by citizens across 
the country and vetted by an independent, 
non-partisan body on the basis of merit. 

This reformed Upper House would 
complement the elected Commons, func-
tioning independently of political parties, 
doing the legislative and investigative work 
it is meant to do, and holding the “jacks-in-
office” to account.  

As I explain in my little book, A People’s 
Senate for Canada - Not a Pipe Dream! this 
can be done without any need to amend 
the Constitution. All it will take is a formal 
declaration by the next PM that they will set 
up this system and follow it. 

Once Canadians see it working, it would 
be politically difficult for any future PM to 
go back to the old ways of partisanship and 
patronage.  The People’s Senate would 
evolve into a constitutional convention.

My NDP friends may disagree with my 
take on abolition, but no one can deny the 
whole thing would take time. 

Meanwhile, we can do better – much 
better! Let’s make sure we do!

    Helen Forsey
    Ompah, Ontario

in a non-partisan way and are reaching out 
to those people and organizations who are 
interested in supporting our vision and in 
making it happen. 

We have been in communication with 
the Cordova Bay Community Association, 
with the Realtor of the owners of the Plaza 
and with some Saanich councillors. 

We have been encouraged by their sup-
portive interest and plan to approach others 
such as developers, other related organiza-
tions and municipal representatives. 

Anyone interested in joining our group 
and working with us, please contact me, 
Hanny Pannekoek, at 250-385-2299 or e-
mail me at hannyhugo@shaw.ca

Hanny  Pannekoek
Victoria

NDP only party 
committed to PR 
system of voting

Why not charge 
cost of refugees to 
war makers?

Reflections on 
current federal 
election campaign
By Dale Perkins

Just returned from Toronto, I have an-
other perspective on the federal election 
and the mood and character of the elector-
ate, which contrasts with the same here in 
BC and Vancouver Island.

Of course we’re dealing with huge dis-
crepancies in numbers: there are more 
people living in Metro Toronto than live in all 
of BC. So trends and tendancies are more 
exaggerated there than here, and the chal-
lenges for local campaigns to penetrate the 
consciousness of electors in Toronto differ 
than here in the Greater Victoria region or 
Vancouver Island generally.

I also got the feeling that ethnicity plays 
a larger role there in determining political 
attitudes and behavior than it does here. 
In my son’s riding (of Thorncliffe Park) the 
NDP candidate is a prominent leader in 
the Pakistani community, and everywhere 
candidates’ names appear on billboards 
obviously indicating origins from non Anglo/
European backgrounds. How that is played 
out at election time is something of which I 
have only marginal appreciation.

A large factor here in BC and Vancou-
ver Island is the role being played by the 
Green Party of Canada, under the leader-
ship of Elizabeth May (the only elected MP 
from that Party in Ottawa in the last Federal 
House). She is the de facto personna for 
the Party, and her words and performance 
become the primary weather-gauge of 
what the Party stands for, and what it would 
do if elected. 

May very skilfully side-steps attempts 
by commentators to pin her down on any 
issue, constantly referring to the indepen-
dence of each elected Green MP to chart 
their own course, with a backdrop of her 
desire to “work with anybody”. That comes 
out as an indicator of how her Party would 
not use a “Whip System” steering caucus 
members to vote certain ways. 

However, in the very same breath, May 
will tantalizingly suggest that having more 
Green MP members in Ottawa would rep-
resent a definite trend or pattern around a 
number of policies and issues. But when 
pressed she will only say that on certain 
important issues individual MPs would 
convenant to support these bills in caucus, 
thereby not requiring a Whip to make sure 
they voted that way. 

To which I wonder – how would that be 
different from having a Whip and should the 
Green MP s enter into a formal coalition or 
alliance with one of the current Opposition 
Parties (who have or use a Whip system) 
would either Party want to enter into a co-
alition with the Greens when they could not 
be assured Green’s support on any particu-
lar bill? 

Added to that would be the Green’s 
purported support of constituency engage-
ment in determining positions and voting 
preferences. Standing for little in particular, 
the Greens could only offer thoughtful ideas 
and consideration, without any principles or 
public policies on particular issues. That 
might make for an attractive political ideol-
ogy, but would it provide good government? 
However, here in BC the Greens under Ms. 
May present themselves as the best alter-
native to Harper Conservatives – that’s not 
nearly as evident in Toronto or any other 
central/eastern province.

The final observation is around the role 
played by Justin Trudeau and his Liberal 
colleagues in determining the political land-
scape of Canada. There, the ghost of Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau hovers around the political 
landscape, and there are many romantics 
who still habour memories of that era, and 
who long for the 2nd coming of Pierre Elliot 
via his son. I could get no sense that for the 
vast majority of electors that played a de-
cided factor in determining how they would 
vote. 

With these reflections in hand I will 
plunge back into the political contest waged 
here in the Greater Victoria region, trusting 
that the excellent track record of incumbent 
NDP MPs like Murray Rankin will bear posi-
tive results and they again can represent 
this region in Ottawa.

“The role of governmentt should be 
to protect the public, make sure they 
earn a fair wage, ensure banks and 
large companies play by the rules and 
ensure that the food we eat and the air 
we breathe is safe. 

Conservatives are gutting the rules 
that protect the public and imposing in-
dustry self-regulation.”
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Safety and Human Factors Consultant
Call David Olsen

250-655-6218
or email him at 

olsendj@shaw.ca

OUR READERS WRITE AND OP/EDS

Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331  FAX: 250-384-8381  Email: vlcbc@telus.net

The VLC, representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area,  
holds its regular monthly meetings the third Wednesday of each month 

at 7 pm, at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik, Treasurer; Michael Maloney, Secretary

Dave Connell Tutoring
Former Resource Teacher can teach most subjects

from grade 1-12, carpentry theory and
college/university essay writing.

Tutoring in my home or yours in the Victoria area.
Phone 250-381-5997 or email daveconnell@shaw.ca 

HAMILL INDEXING
 Non-ficion writers, even in the age of
ebooks, your book will need an index.

Professional indexer:
Carol Hamill - Victoria BC

   hamill@island.net                www.island.net/~hamill.net

By David Olsen

The refugee crisis, while bringing out 
the best in many people, has also exposed 
the dark side of human nature which, al-
though often hidden since the end of World 
War 2, was still there, waiting for the cata-
lyst which would bring it into the open. 

Only 25 years after the Iron Curtain was 
folded away – forever we hoped – a ring of 
steel is going up in south-eastern Europe.  
Hungarian hard man Viktor Orban is giving 
vent to many of the attitudes which sur-
faced in Hungary during World War 2.  

But we had better not be too hard or Or-
ban or his countrymen.  They are feeling 
overwhelmed and isolated and are not get-
ting much help from anyone else.  Indeed, 
disagreeable and morally wrong though his 
actions may be, he is also manifesting what 
others covertly think.  

There is plenty of anti-refugee senti-
ment in many other countries, which is why 
the European Union has struggled to agree 
on a solution and many other countries are 
dragging their heels.  

Despite many letters to editors in Ca-

nadian newspapers calling for Canada to 
do more to help the Syrian refugees, there 
are also those who dismiss refugees as 
economic migrants. Sadly, in Immigration 
Minister Chris Alexander’s riding of Ajax 
Ontario, CBC interviewed an immigrant on 
September 21 – not a refugee – who was 
all for keeping refugees out and said she 
would vote for Harper.  

And yet, on the whole, there have been 
amazing acts of kindness, not only by some 
government’s, but by people all over Eu-
rope and beyond who have turned out to 
help with food, clothing, medical help and 
offers of sponsorship.  Just one example – 
in  Iceland, population just 300,000, writer 
Bryndis Bjorgvinsdottir found 11,000 peo-
ple willing to house refugees if the govern-
ment would let them in.  

The population of Syria prior to the pres-
ent catastrophe was not particularly large 
by world standards; about 23,000,000.  The 
tragedy is that the civil war, aided and abet-
ted by various outsiders is turning a country 
which is home to one of the oldest civili-
zations in the world into an uninhabitable 
wasteland.  

As a result the population has fallen to 
less than 18 million with the UN reporting 
that 5,000 people are leaving every day 
and projections that soon half of all Syrians 
will have fled, been killed or displaced.  

This is not just a tragedy; it is a virtual 
Armageddon.  Syria was a country with a 
literacy rate of well over 80%, an educat-
ed people, a life expectancy rate close to 
many western countries and a very diverse 
population, many of whose roots went back 
to biblical times and beyond.  

 If something does not change, Syria 
looks like becoming the ultimate disaster of 
the century; a country and a people virtually 
erased.  

Despite all the talk, the refugee camps, 
humanitarian aid and resettlement offers, 
only one thing is going to end this catastro-
phe; Stop the War! 

It is no good Canada, Britain, the USA. 
Australia and others just bombing ISIL and 
sending a handful of special forces (what-
ever they are – an overused term these 
days) to train Kurdish militias, while Russia 
supports Bashar-al-Assad, Iran supports 
Hezbollah – which supports Assad -- and 
Saudi Arabia and Gulf States support other 
militias.  

ISIL with no apparent formal exter-
nal military training appears to be able to 
overwhelm armies which have had billions 
lavished on them by Western countries in 
terms of equipment and training.

There are at least seven major groups 
(including Assad’s army) fighting in Syria, 
many fighting the Assad government but 
also fighting each other, while allegiances 
are fluid and the major groups are often 
splintered into sub-groups and “brigades” 
all with various backers (“Division 30” is 
said to be backed by the US.).  

Most of them are disagreeable in one 
way or another and ordinary Syrian families 
live in terror of them all. Between them they 
have made large swathes of Syria almost 
uninhabitable.  

For the West to pick one of these 
groups (ISIL) as their target while all the 
others commit mayhem is lunacy.  This is 
a CIVIL WAR (though there is nothing “civil” 

about it).  One wonders whether, if ISIL 
did not have such a high profile penchant 
for beheading people, Canada and others 
might instead have had a go at the Al-Nus-
ra Front, or the Martyrs Brigade (affiliated 
with Fatah) or even Assad himself.  

And if we had really wanted to stop ISIL 
destroying the wonderful city and archaeol-
ogy of Palmyra, what the West needed to 
do was to drop a full scale parachute di-
vision of ten to twenty thousand soldiers 
into the place to hold it.  (Incidentally ISIL 
is estimated to have a total of ten to twenty 
thousand fighters).  

But there is no way anyone is going to 
do that, and to try and pacify the whole Mid-
dle East would take several army groups!  
So it is going to come down to diplomacy 
and that probably means talking to a lot of 
people we don’t like.  Any other approach is 
going to prolong the conflict until Syria and 
its people are virtually obliterated.  

The world simply cannot go on empty-
ing countries of their populations and ex-
pect them to re-settle in strange lands far 
from their roots.

So right now, the US, Russia and the 
EU, have got to get on the phone to Bashar 
al Assad and the countries hosting the 
refugees on the Syrian borders (Turkey, 
Jordan, Lebanon) and call for an immedi-
ate cease-fire; back it up with a seriously 
heavy duty UN peace keeping force; stop 
the export of weapons to the conflict zone 
and surrounding areas; and then get every-
one around the conference table with no 
pre-conditions and hammer out a working 
agreement -- fast.  

No doubt professional diplomats, politi-
cians  and military men would laugh such 
an idea out of court; but if they have a bet-
ter idea to end this stain on the world’s 
conscience, let’s hear it.  As another of 
Churchill’s sayings goes, “To jaw-jaw is al-
ways better than to war-war.” 

But with the endless hand wringing go-
ing on in Western capitals, perhaps the last 
word goes to G.K. Chesterton, “It isn’t that 
they can’t see the solution. It is that they 
can’t see the problem.

     
   

Syria -- civilization’s nightmare

PENTICTON — NDP Leader Tom Mulcair’s Campaign for Change was in Penticton 
August 31, where he was joined by NDP candidates from the area to outline his bold 
vision for Canada. Mulcair highlighted his plans to support small business and increase 
tourism, as well as keep Canadians safe from wildfires and floods.

 “Under Stephen Harper, Canadians are working harder and finding themselves further 
behind,” said Mulcair. “We’re going to support good jobs in Penticton with tax-relief for 
small businesses and through tourism promotion to get more Americans to experience this 
beautiful part of the country.”

An NDP government will attract more US visitors with a $30 million investment in 
Destination Canada over the next three fiscal-years, which will help create jobs and new 
opportunities in tourism, hospitality and related sectors. Mulcair also highlighted his plan to 
keep Canadians safe with a focus on training, equipment and disaster relief. 

 “It’s no secret that government resources and first responders are stretched to the limit 
this summer and Stephen Harper isn’t offering much more than photo-ops,” said Mulcair. 
“The NDP intends to act and will sit down with the provinces to strengthen the Disaster 
Financial Assistance Agreements to respond as disasters become more frequent due to 
the growing impacts of climate change.” 

 

Saanich North and the Islands NDP 

congratulates 

Alicia Cormier 
for her terrific campaign.  

Her voice in Ottawa needs your vote 

in Saanich-Gulf Islands on October 19

Mulcair brings his campaign  to Penticton 

Tabuns: Poll confirms that most 
Ontarians expect their bills will rise 
faster with privatized Hydro One

NDP Energy critic Peter Tabuns said September 21 that a new poll conducted by Cam-
paign Research on behalf of the Ontarian Energy Association confirms that nearly 80% of 
Ontarians believe their hydro bills will rise faster because of the privatization of Hydro One. 
Tabuns said the poll also confirms what other polls have previously found: that a majority 
of Ontarians “strongly oppose” the Liberal government’s plans to privatize Hydro One. 

“More Ontarians believe Elvis is alive than believe a privatized Hydro One will save 
them money,” said Tabuns, noting that the poll found that only 5% of Ontarians believed 
their bills would be lower as a result of the sale. “This poll shows that almost 80% of On-
tarians expect their hydro bills to rise even faster as a result of the privatization of Hydro 
One, and most Ontarians ‘strongly oppose’ the sale. The Liberal government needs to 
stop catering to its Bay Street friends, and start listening to the vast majority of Ontarians 
who oppose the sale of Hydro One.”

Last week, the Liberal government released a preliminary prospectus outlining details 
of the Hydro One sale. The prospectus revealed that executive pay at Hydro One will 
skyrocket after privatization, with the CEO receiving a target salary of $4 million per year, 
more than five times what former CEO Carmine Marcello received in 2014. These salary 
increases are ultimately paid for by electricity consumers on their hydro bills.

Despite this, Liberal ministers Charles Sousa and Bob Chiarelli both claimed that 
Hydro One privatization would save people money. The government has refused to re-
lease any studies or evidence to back up this claim, and has refused requests from the 
Financial Accountability Officer for documents that could show whether the Hydro One sale is 
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By Ryan Heighton  

Justice for criminal accused will never 
win votes. Stephen Harper and the Conser-
vative government are abundantly aware of 
this, and have used it to their advantage. 
Despite a well-functioning and robust set 
of laws governing criminal law in Canada, 
it appears that near the top of the Harper 
agenda is to continue to push our justice 
model closer to that of our neighbours to 
the south.

With Draconian concepts like capital 
punishment (which was officially abolished 
as a violation of human rights in Canada 
in 1976 -- and is now a clear violation of 
section 7 of the Charter of Rights and Free-
doms, guaranteeing right to life) and “three 
strikes” laws (mandating life in prison af-
ter a third serious offence), it is beyond 
my comprehension why we would want 
to move backward in time, with respect to 
crime and punishment.

It is perhaps arrogant to say, but we live 
in a more enlightened day and age than 
when notions of criminal justice were first 
implemented. Criminal justice has evolved 
with society, and can be traced back 
through history to Ancient China. 

Our modern system in North America 
was originally derived from the British com-
mon law. As with all judicial systems, it has 
evolved with the needs of our particular 
society, based on shifts in political ideals, 
the economy, and the general customs and 
views of the public. 

Needless to say, our society is far more 
developed and self-aware, with the ad-
vents of the Internet, technology, and the 

Justice for those presumed innocent: A political nonstarter?
dissemination of information, 
than ever before. With camera 
phones omnipresent to hold 
everyone, police included, ac-
countable, the political climate 
is in an unprecedented phase.

One pervasive notion, un-
fortunately reigns supreme in 
our society: prisoners’ rights 
will never hold a candle to vic-
tims’ rights. As I have previ-
ously written about here, the 
Harper government has been 
masterful in framing increas-
ingly oppressive and punitive 
legislation (which has greatly 
impacted vulnerable criminal 
accused, such as those with 
mental illnesses) under the 
guise of victims’ rights.

I for one, strongly advocate for the rights 
of prisoners, particularly those who have 
not yet been convicted of a crime and are 
presumed innocent (section 11 of the Char-
ter of Rights and Freedoms, anyone?). By 
saying this, I intend in no way to undermine 
the rights of victims of crimes, but contrary 
to our politicians, the two concepts are not 
mutually exclusive.

The effects of the criminal justice sys-
tem weigh heavily on those accused of 
crimes. This is a fact for which the general 
public has little empathy. The unfortunate 
truth is that people are subjected to better 
conditions in jail and prison once they are 
convicted and sentenced than when they 
are in remand custody, awaiting trial, and 
presumed innocent. Jails, especially in On-
tario, are extremely overcrowded, and fre-

quently triple-bunked, which 
means than many prisoners 
are sleeping on the cold, 
hard jail floors. 

As well, I can say that I 
know through anecdotal evi-
dence, my clients are often 
exposed to more drugs in 
the jails than they are on the 
streets. For people suffering 
with drug addictions, this is 
directly contrary to the prin-
ciples of rehabilitation in the 
criminal justice system and 
creates recidivists.

The Harper government 
could look at Americanizing 
our bail system, but they 
may not appreciate the re-

sult. The general public is not widely aware 
that our bail system is quite different from 
that of our neighbours to the south. Where 
the American bail system is driven by 
cash deposits, bail bonds, and sleazy loan 
sharks, with a judge arbitrarily setting a dol-
lar amount on bail (while having some re-
gard to the seriousness of the charges and 
the circumstances of the accused person), 
the Canadian system is driven by public 
safety and supervision.

In Canada, our system relies on sure-
ties. These are people, who must be ap-
proved of by the court, who pledge an 
amount of money, with no deposit, while 
promising to supervise the accused person, 
while they are released on bail. Bail condi-
tions can range from simply showing up for 
court to what is effectively a full house ar-
rest. If the accused person is found not to 

be abiding by their conditions, it is the role 
of the surety to turn the person into the po-
lice, and pull bail. 

Bail is far from a guarantee, depending 
on the seriousness of the charges, the ap-
propriateness of the supervision plan, and 
various other factors (this itself is a conten-
tious matter, in my opinion). If a person is 
proposing a house arrest plan with an elec-
tronic monitoring component, the onus is 
on the accused person to arrange the mon-
itoring in advance of release, and foot the 
extraordinary cost. The irony of this is that 
when a person is convicted of a crime and 
given a conditional sentence, which is tan-
tamount to house arrest, the government 
will foot the bill for electronic monitoring.

Much could be written about wrongfully 
accused, and the exceptional travesties of 
justice that inevitably occur over the years. 
The fact is no justice system is perfect, and 
we will always be seeking balance. How-
ever, for our political leaders to constantly 
infringe the basic human rights of members 
of society accused of committing crimes is 
an issue that needs to be strongly consid-
ered at election times. 

A vote for Stephen Harper and the Con-
servatives is a vote for the decay of human 
rights. It is unclear which party would be a 
better alternative, but given the recent track 
record of our faithful leaders, I would sug-
gest anyone but the Harperites.

Ryan Heighton is a criminal defence lawyer in 
Ontario, and a licenced member of the Law 
Society of Upper Canada. He practices in Kitch-
ener, Ontario, with a focus on assisting margin-
alzied groups.

Ryan Heighton

By Jeremy Wilson

It is easy to understand why many Vic-
toria NDPers are feeling a little frustrated 
these days.  While people in the rest of the 
country get to focus on defeating Stephen 
Harper, we once again find ourselves en-
gaged in a pitched battle with a Green Party 
candidate. Our frustration is compounded 
by a couple of factors. 

First, as was the case in the 2012 by-
election, our candidate, Murray Rankin, has 
stronger environmental credentials than 
does his Green Party opponent.  I say this 
with no reservations, having known Murray 
since the 1980s, when at the beginning of a 
long research project on wilderness politics 
in the province, I crossed paths with Murray 
and a small band of people who were in the 
process of launching what has been one of 
Canada’s most effective conservation orga-
nizations, the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee. 

In subsequent years, I closely watched 
as Murray built a successful career as an 
environmental law professor and practi-
tioner, taking on central roles in important 
organizations such as the British Colum-
bia Public Interest Advocacy Centre, West 
Coast Environmental Law, and the UVIC 
Environmental Law Centre.

Second, many of us, I’m guessing, are 
living these days with the knowledge that 

friends and neighbours we have worked 
with on various social and environmental 
issues intend to vote Green.  While the 
Greens are likely to draw votes from Con-
servatives who are motivated mainly by a 
desire to defeat the NDP, many of us are 
noticing Green Party signs appearing on 
the lawns of people we’ve come to know 
and respect as progressive allies in issue-
centred battles. 

If we listen to these friends and neigh-
bours (and we should), we’re likely to hear 
a couple of arguments.  Those I’ve talked 
to speak glowingly of Elizabeth May and 
stress the importance of maintaining the 
momentum set in motion with her 2011 
election in Saanich Gulf Islands.  

As well, with most pundits predicting 
that the October 19 election is likely to pro-
duce a minority government, some Greens 
talk of the possibility that Ms. May could 
find herself in a balance of power position 
after the results are tallied.  What’s particu-
larly enticing for them is the possibility that 
she might be in a position to extract policy 
concessions from an NDP or Liberal leader 
searching for enough parliamentary votes 
to hang onto control in a minority situation.  
And, this argument goes, the more seats 
Ms. May wins, the more likely she is to be 
in such a position.

I’ve tried (in a friendly, respectful way, 
of course!) to suggest that there are prob-

lems with these arguments. Let’s begin 
with the Green’s argument about building 
on the base they’ve established.  It is, I 
think, best countered with the “first things 
first” argument. If we agree that the num-
ber one priority in this election is to get rid 
of Stephen Harper, and accept that which 
party forms the government after October 
19 will depend on which ends up with the 
most seats, then defeating sitting members 
of opposition caucuses does not seem like 
a good place to start.  

If we don’t want to see pictures of 
PM Stephen Harper and his family sitting 
around the Sussex Drive Christmas tree 
again this year,  then we should think twice 
about voting out sitting opposition mem-
bers.  And if we believe that after his im-
pressive performance in holding Harper to 
account over the last four years, Tom Mul-
cair deserves a chance to form a govern-
ment, then it certainly makes no sense to 
vote out an effective NDP MP who would 
in all likelihood have a prominent role in a 
Mulcair  government.  

What about the Green’s  balance of 
power argument?  Well, none of us can pre-
dict how things will turn out, but it seems 
highly unlikely that the Greens would find 
themselves in that position even if they did 
win a few additional seats.  Such might be 
the case if either the NDP or the Liberals 
ended up just a few seats short of a ma-

jority, but the probability of the electoral 
arithmetic producing this particular Green 
dream seems pretty low.  

As we all know, I’ve touched on only a 
small slice of an ongoing debate. No two 
Green sympathizers advance precisely 
the same set of arguments, and no two 
NDPers respond in exactly the same way.  
What I invariably end up saying though, is 
that I look forward to continuing to work 
with Green party supporters on various is-
sues, particularly electoral reform. 

After over 40 years of studying the ef-
fects of our SMP electoral system, I can cer-
tainly agree with one of the lessons under-
lined by what the Greens have experienced 
over the past decade: Canadian political 
history clearly shows that our electoral sys-
tem exerts a very strong bias against new 
parties trying to establish a foothold. 

In this election, though, please let’s fo-
cus on the number one priority: defeating 
Stephen Harper. 

In Victoria, we are fortunate to be able 
to play our role in doing that by the simple 
step of voting to return Murray Rankin, a 
talented incumbent with a first rate record 
of constituency service and policy advo-
cacy.

Jeremy Wilson is a retired University of Victoria 
professor of Political Science, specializing in en-
vironmental politics and Canadian public policy.

The contest in Victoria

By Barry Weisleder

On August 25, over five years after the 
fact, a disciplinary tribunal found Toronto 
Police Superintendant David (Mark) Fen-
ton guilty of exercising unlawful or unnec-
essary authority, and discreditable conduct. 
Fenton was one of the senior cops who or-
dered hundreds of protesters and bystand-
ers surrounded, “kettled”, and detained 
during the G20 summit in Toronto in June 
2010. Very few of the over 1,100 people 
held in the largest mass arrest in Canadian 
‘”eacetime” history were convicted of any 
crime. Even fewer cops were penalized for 
the bullying, beatings and incarcerations 
they inflicted on the innocent.

Cops searched and arrested without 

due cause, operating under a secret regu-
lation passed by the Liberal Ontario gov-
ernment just weeks earlier – and scrapped 
only in June 2015.

For the multitude of physical assaults 
on people legally demonstrating, only one 
cop, Constable Babak Andalib-Goortani, 
has been convicted in a criminal court, 
and his paltry 45-day jail sentence was 
later reduced to probation and community 
service. Of the eight officers found guilty 
by police disciplinary tribunal hearings of 
committing serious wrongdoing, only four 
received penalties, ranging from a repri-
mand, to five days’ loss of pay, and a two-
month demotion.

And now Fenton, whose sentencing 
hearing is scheduled to begin on Decem-

ber 21, could be slapped with a reprimand, 
or dismissal.

Lawyer Paul Cavalluzzo, who repre-
sents some of the kettling victims, pointed 
out that if Fenton, who has nearly 27 years 
on the force, chooses to retire before be-
ing sentenced, “it would make the situation 
more absurd than it already is.”

“People should be held to account. The 
chief of police at the time (Bill Blair) is run-
ning now for federal Parliament for the Lib-
erals. The Prime Minister (Stephen Harper, 
who abruptly moved the summit from rural 
Huntsville to downtown Toronto – editor) 
is on the hustings trying to get re-elected. 
Why aren’t people concerned about the 
fact that so many Canadians peacefully 
protesting were arrested? That to me is just 

intolerable”, said Cavalluzzo.
Retired judge John Hamilton, who was 

asked by Blair to preside over the disci-
plinary tribunal, ruled that Blair could not 
be subpoenaed to testify, because as po-
lice chief he was the hearing’s officer, with 
Hamilton his designated representative, 
and furthermore, that his evidence would 
be irrelevant to the hearing. Really.

Bill Blair’s party of choice, the federal 
Liberals under Justin Trudeau, voted for 
Harper’s notorious Anti-Terrorism law C-51, 
which expands police powers to spy on and 
detain people, and to disrupt organizations 
seeking social and environmental justice.

Don’t let them catch you calling Canada 
“a police state”.

5 Years After Toronto G20

A licence to “Kettle”
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By Sheila Malcomson

As Chair of the Islands Trust, I have 
worked with coastal communities, pushing 
hard for the BC and federal governments 
to take action on derelict vessels. I have 
presented at local government conventions 
and led ministerial delegations of as many 
as 19 local governments. We are work-
ing toward a permanent, comprehensive, 
coast-wide solution that includes the prin-
ciples of polluter-pay, product stewardship, 
and fibreglass recycling. 

Sadly, the Harper Conservatives and 
BC Liberal governments have consistently 
refused to stand up for our coastal commu-
nities. Without federal leadership, growing 
numbers of abandoned vessels will threat-
en our marine ecology and our economy. 

I have seen, first-hand, true leadership 
on derelict vessels and oil spills in Norway 
and in Washington State. And I know from 
my environmental degree, my small busi-
ness and tourism background, and local 
government experience that our region’s 
ecology is central to a strong community 
and economy

We need a strong environmental safety 
net to protect our coasts, and New Demo-
crats have an action plan. But instead of fo-

cusing on issues that matter to our coastal 
communities, the Harper government has 
followed the wrong priorities:

•	 Instead of taking action on the 
Coast Guard’s strong recommendations, 
the Harper government cut Coast Guard 
staff and closed stations. 

•	 Instead of co-operating across 
party and inter-government lines, the Harp-
er government misrepresented and voted 
down NDP MP Jean Crowder’s derelict 
vessel bill (which our Regional Districts and 
Ladysmith Council supported). 

•	 Instead of supporting the NDP’s 
legislation to protect our coasts, the Harp-
er’s government brought in their own, inad-
equate bill that would criminalize offenders 
rather than create a workable, resourced 
solution. 

I am committed to working with lo-
cal community and Indigenous leaders to 
implement a comprehensive, coast-wide 
solution. I will bring legislation to Parlia-
ment to carry on Jean Crowder’s work so 
we don’t continue to fight oil spill risks one 
derelict vessel at a time.

Sheila Malcolmson is the NDP candidate for 
Nanaimo-Ladysmith

 

By Alicia Cormier

I am Alicia Cormier and I’m proud to be 
the NDP candidate in Saanich-Gulf Islands.

I’ve lived on the Peninsula since 1969. I 
grew up in Sidney and have fond memories 
of Parkland School having graduated here. 
I raised my family, worked and volunteered 
in this area for over 30 years.  I offer man-
agement experience in education, health 
care, small business and social enterprise 
and have been twice elected as a Municipal 
Councillor in Central Saanich.

I am running to be an MP because 
I want a better future for my children, my 
grandchildren, for Canada and our commu-
nity. I have seen firsthand how important 
the federal government can be to our local 
environment, economy and quality of life.

I’m running to help form a progres-
sive NDP government for the first time in 
Canada’s history,  and to connect this rid-
ing to an NDP platform that can transform 
Canada for the better with Tom Mulcair as 
Prime Minister. I want to work full-time as 
your representative in a majority NDP gov-
ernment.

People here and across the county 
have made it clear; they want to change 
the federal government. I’d like you to think 
about which Party and which leader has the 
best chance of doing that and actually bring 
about progressive change for Canada and 
our community.

This election is not just about changing 
government, it’s about taking substantive 
action on climate change and kick starting 
our clean energy sector.  It’s about putting 
peace and development back into our for-
eign policy and rescinding Bill C-51, the bill 
that erodes our democratic rights.  It’s also 
about restoring important institutions like 
the CBC, and protecting our lakes, rivers 
and precious coastlines.

This election is also about building 
stronger communities and respectful part-

nerships with First Nations.  The NDP will 
maintain health transfers to the provinces 
that Steven Harper will cut to the tune of 
$36 billion.  We will provide reliable fund-
ing for affordable housing, childcare, public 
transit and municipal infrastructure.  We 
will advance homecare, post-secondary 
education, local food and tourism and pro-
vide incentives for small businesses to in-
vest in manufacturing and innovation.  All of 
this will help our local economy and create 
good paying jobs.

The NDP will pay for these commit-
ments by eliminating tax breaks for the 
wealthy and the billion-dollar subsides to 
the fossil fuel industry.  We will also ensure 
large corporations pay their fair share. The 
NDP’s plan for a balanced budget does not 
mean an austerity program like the Liberals 
imposed in the nineties – it means making 
our tax system fairer and eliminating unpro-
ductive tax incentives and loopholes.

My proposition to you is very simple, 
very clear and very achievable.  The chal-
lenges facing our country are numerous 
and the solutions are long overdue.  The 
need for fine speeches and promotion has 
past.  We need to act now on so many 
fronts – environmental, economic and so-
cial. The bottom line is that the time for ad-
vocacy has passed.  

Tom Mulcair and a majority NDP gov-
ernment offers that opportunity. The NDP is 
offering a different vision for Canada and 
our community.  We will take real action on 
climate change, establish a fairer voting 
system and rescind Conservative legisla-
tion that has stripped protection for our en-
vironment and democratic rights. 

To deliver on these promises we need 
to form a majority government. Every sin-
gle seat matters in this tight three way race. 
And if you elect me as your MP, I will dedi-
cate 100% of my time to deliver on these 
commitments as part of a Thomas Mulcair 
government. 

Derelict vessels must be dealt with

VICTORIA — NDP Health Critic Murray 
Rankin laid out Tom Mulcair’s plan to in-
clude universal prescription drug coverage 
in Medicare in Victoria September 18.

 “An NDP government will work with 
provinces to negotiate an effective model 
for a comprehensive universal drug plan 
that provides relief for millions of Canadians 
who are struggling with high drug costs,” 
said Rankin, the MP for Victoria. 

 Rankin said that under Stephen Harper, 
Canadians are now paying $6 billion a year 
on prescription drugs -- 62% more than in 
2006. Ten percent of Canadians cannot 
afford to take the drugs their doctors 
prescribed.

 “An NDP government will develop a 
universal public drug plan with provinces 
and territories to ensure universal access 
to public drug coverage for all Canadians, 
regardless of age or health condition,” said 
Rankin.

 Rankin said the NDP will reduce drug 
prices by an average of 30% through 
better bulk purchasing and collaboration 
with provinces and improve and expand 
coverage in every province with $2.6B in 
new federal funding and by reinvesting $3 

billion in provincial savings from lower drug 
prices. 

 Rankin was joined by NDP House 
Leader Peter Julian and NDP candidate 
for Saanich- Gulf Islands Alicia Cormier as 
the NDP wrapped up a week of health an-
nouncements aimed at reversing the dam-
age done by years of Liberal and Conser-
vative neglect.

 Julian noted that Stephen Harper 
unilaterally cut health transfers after the 
deep Liberal cuts of the 1990’s and he has 
routinely ignored provincial requests to 
explore a national Pharmacare plan. 

“Our plan to ensure prescription drugs 
are finally included in Medicare means 
Canadian families should never have to 
choose between food and medicine again,” 
said Julian. “And unlike Justin Trudeau’s 
reckless promise of years of deficits, the 
NDP will balance the budget and improve 
healthcare by asking corporations to pay 
their fair share.”

“This is real action that will make a big 
difference for many families on the island,” 
said Cormier. “It’s why more and more Ca-
nadians are putting their trust in Tom Mul-
cair to bring positive change to Ottawa.”

 

NDP will expand Medicare to 
include prescription drugs
British Columbians will have better drug coverage with NDP plan

A message to Saanich-Gulf Islands 
voters from NDP candidate

Mulcair climate change plan 
sets meaningful targets and 
will make polluters pay

 NDP Leader Tom Mulcair announced September 27 his plan to restore Canada’s en-
vironmental credibility at home and around the world by putting a price on carbon, making 
polluters pay and taking meaningful steps to reduce carbon emissions. 

“Under Stephen Harper, Canada’s climate record has lacked leadership and been criti-
cized by the United Nations for falling behind many other countries,” said Mulcair. “An NDP 
government is going to work with provinces and territories to develop a pan-Canadian cap-
and-trade system that sets concrete emissions limits for Canada’s big polluters, which will 
have a significant positive impact on climate change.”

The NDP plan will recognize efforts already underway in provinces like British Co-
lumbia, Alberta, Ontario and Quebec, and will allow jurisdictions to opt out if their own 
carbon pricing plans meet or exceed federal objectives. A Mulcair government will also re-
introduce Jack Layton’s Climate Change Accountability Act to make certain that Canada 
meets its long-term target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

NDP climate change initiatives will be undertaken in collaboration with provinces, ter-
ritories, municipalities and indigenous governments. Carbon pricing revenues will be re-
turned to the provinces so that they can be reinvested into greenhouse gas reduction 
efforts.

“For decades, Conservatives and Liberals have promised and failed to reduce Cana-
da’s greenhouse gas emissions and even joined together to defeat Jack Layton’s Climate 
Change Accountability Act,” said Mulcair. “My record as Quebec’s Environment Minister 
means Canadians and the international community will be able to count on Canada’s NDP 
government to make polluters pay and do our part on climate change.” 

Reducing greenhouse gas emissions and making polluters pay for the pollution they 
produce are part of the NDP’s plan to grow the economy while protecting the environment. 
This is why more and more Canadians are looking to Tom Mulcair and the NDP to bring 
positive change to Ottawa. 

TORONTO — Erin Flanagan, analyst at the Pembina Institute, made th e following 
statement in response to New Democratic Party Leader Thomas Mulcair’s climae an-
nouncement.: 

“We applaud the NDP’s commitment to science-based emissions reduction targets for 
the medium and long term. These targets are much more ambitious than Canada’s cur-
rent pledge. They would help ensure that Canada does its fair share to prevent the most 
dangerous impacts of climate change.

“Canada should play a renewed and more constructive role in the upcoming international 
climate change negotiations in Paris. We support the NDP’s plan to strengthen Canada’s 
delegation to these negotiations by including opposition critics and experts from civil society. 
 
“We are also pleased to see the NDP reaffirm its commitment to put a price on carbon 
pollution nation-wide, with a minimum level of stringency. When designed appropriately, a 
carbon pricing policy — such as a cap-and-trade system — encourages businesses and 
individuals to make cost-effective emissions reductions, and will help Canada compete in 
the global transition to a low-carbon economy.”
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By Randall Garrison

I am running again so that I can help 
defeat Stephen Harper.  Even if he loses 
his majority but still has the most seats, 
then Harper stays. I am determined not to 
let that happen because as a Member of 
Parliament, I have seen the damage done 
by this Conservative government up close 
over the past four years. 

At the same time as taking this oppor-
tunity to defeat Stephen Harper, Canadians 
could also make this one of the most his-
toric elections ever, one that sees Canada’s 
first NDP government.

The Conservatives deserve to be driven 
from office as they have trampled democ-
racy.  They have used their majority con-
sistently to shut down debate in Parliament 
– cutting off debate more than 100 times. 
They also used their majority to pass the 
Unfair Elections Act in a blatant attempt to 
suppress voter turnout and to create even 
more opportunities to manipulate the elec-
tion rules in their own favour.  

One of the changes in the Elections 
Act allowed them to more than double the 
spending limits by calling this never-ending 
campaign and then count on their greater 
financial resources to let them outspend 
the opposition parties.

The Conservatives have severely dam-
aged Canada’s international reputation as a 
promoter of peace, democracy, and devel-
opment.  They have abandoned Canada’s 
role as a world leader on the environment 
and climate change. They have skewed 
immigration policy to restrict the number 
of entrants in the family reunification and 
skilled immigrant categories and cut back 
the number of refugees resettled here. In-
stead they have shifted the balance of en-
trants to low paid, temporary foreign work-
ers who have no rights in Canada and no 
stake in our country’s future. Most shame-
fully, the Conservatives have pushed vet-
erans aside and severely cut services to 
those who have served our country.  The 
impacts of this disrespect for veterans is 
all too evident here in Esquimalt-Saanich-
Sooke.

I am also running again because I want 
to be part of Canada’s first NDP Govern-
ment.  This will be a government which will 
bring about a national program to provide 
quality, affordable and accessible childcare 
at $15 a day. As well, I want to be part of 
a government which will tackle climate 
change by transitioning away from fossil 
fuels and toward renewable energy and 
a government which will implement a cap 
and trade system to guarantee significant 
reductions in our greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

I want to be part of a government which 
will guarantee universal access to prescrip-
tion drugs and lift seniors out of poverty by 
increasing the GIS.  Canadians deserve a 
government which will guarantee a secure 
retirement for all by returning the retirement 

age to 65 and expanding the Canada Pen-
sion Plan. We need a government which 
will legislate a $15 an hour living wage in 
the federal sector and which will promote 
and protect high paying, skilled jobs in re-
newable energy, high technology, and man-
ufacturing. 

 And perhaps most of all, I want a gov-
ernment that will reform our electoral sys-
tem and bring in proportional representa-
tion, making 2015 the last unfair election.

Among my personal priorities in the next 
parliament will be to make sure Bill C-51 is 
repealed immediately. As the one who led 
the NDP opposition to this bill in the House 
of Commons and the Public Safety Com-
mittee this feels like personal unfinished 
business to me. I will also reintroduce my 
Bill C-279, which was passed by the Com-
mons and killed by the unelected Senate, 
and this will finally guarantee transgender 
Canadians the same rights and protections 
the rest of us already enjoy. 

I will work hard to deliver the long prom-
ised shipbuilding jobs for our community 
and to restore respect for veterans. I will 
also make sure that the federal government 
implements an Action Plan for the recovery 
of the endangered Southern Resident Killer 
Whales and provides environmental pro-
tection for our local watersheds. 

Again, let me stress that I want to make 
sure Stephen Harper is defeated in October 
and remind you that every seat will count if 
we want to make sure this happens. It is 
simple, if the NDP doesn’t have more seats 
than Harper, then he gets to stay.

If Canadians do elect an NDP govern-
ment, then we can get to work once again 
on building a Canada where no one is left 
behind, a Canada which respects and val-
ues diversity, a Canada with good jobs in a 
sustainable economy, and a Canada which 
leads the world in the fight against climate 
change and in building peace and democ-
racy around the world.

But of course I need your help. We are 
building momentum, but still need to reach 
a lot of people. If you have not done so yet, 
please consider donating to the campaign 
or volunteering some time. $50 dollars will 
buy us some more buttons, $100 dollars 
will buy us some more lawn signs. 

We phone canvass and go door knock-
ing just about every evening, and during 
the day on the weekend. Give us a call at 
778-265-3151 or stop by the office at C3 
100 Aldersmith Place in View Royal to find 
out more!

Thank you for your continued support.

Randall Garrison is the NDP candidate in Esqui-
malt-Saanich-Sooke.

This could be one of the most 
historic elections ever

OTTAWA – While responding to ques-
tions about the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, Conservative candidate David 
Wilks (Kootenay Columbia) suggested that 
people shouldn’t expect the government to 
do anything about missing and murdered 
Indigenous women and girls.

In his remarks, Wilks said “I don›t think 
when it comes to missing and murdered 
Aboriginal peoples that it’s fair for the gov-
ernment of the day – whether it›s us, the 
Liberals the NDP or the Greens – to say 
“What are you going to do about it?” Wilks 
also said that the issue should be discussed 
as simply “missing and murdered people”.

“Mr. Wilk’s dismissive attitude towards 
missing and murdered Indigenous women 
is unacceptable,” said Niki Ashton, NDP 
Critic for Aboriginal Affairs (Churchill-Kee-

 

                                                                                  
VANCOUVER – British Columbia ma-

rinas had---- a reason to celebrate this  
June 10, National Marina Day. Four more 
marinas have achieved certification un-
der Georgia Strait Alliance’s (GSA) Clean 
Marine BC (CMBC) program for their en-
vironmental best practices: Cedar Grove 
Marina in Sidney, Ladysmith Maritime So-
ciety Community Marina, Okeover Harbour 
Authority, and Vancouver Marina in Rich-
mond. The designation recognizes industry 
leading marinas that meet GSA’s rigid envi-
ronmental standards. 

 “Boaters love the ocean and our 
member facilities have all shown a strong 
commitment to sound environmental 
practices that protect our cruising waters,” 
says GSA’s executive director Christianne 
Wilhelmson. “These practices are having a 
tangible, positive impact on the marine en-
vironment and we couldn’t be more thrilled 
to recognize four more marinas with Clean 
Marine BC certification.” 

 One of the new accredited facilities, 
Vancouver Marina, hosted a National Mari-
na Day event on Saturday, June 13. GSA’s 
Clean Marine BC Program Coordinator, Mi-
chelle Young, presented Vancouver Marina 
with their CMBC flag at 2pm.

 “Vancouver Marina joined Clean 
Marine BC out of respect for the marine 
environment because we make our living 
on the water,” said Mike Short, Vancouver 
Marina’s vice president and marina manag-
er. «We do all we can to protect the ocean 
and foreshore, and get the message out 
to our customers to act as stewards of the 

marine environment here, and out on the 
water as well.»

 Clean Marine BC is a voluntary envi-Clean Marine BC is a voluntary envi-
ronmental recognition program for mari-
nas, harbour authorities, yacht clubs, and 
boatyards. Launched by GSA in 2007, the 
program helps boating facilities to improve 
upon and achieve excellence in environ-
mental best practices. CMBC continues to 
grow, with a 23% increase in participation 
in the program in the last year; 13 certified 
members representing 19 marinas, yacht 
clubs, boatyards and wharfs are now part 
of the program. Another 14 facilities have 
adopted the Clean Marine BC policy and 
are working towards certification.
Formed in 1990, Georgia Strait Alliance is the 
only conservation group working to protect and 
restore the marine environment and promote the 
sustainability of Georgia Strait, its adjoining wa-
ters and communities, the place where 75% of 
British Columbians live, work and play.

NDP leader Tom Mulcair’s sister, Deb Mulcair (left), dropped in to help Nanaimo-
Ladysmith NDP candidate Sheila Malcolmson launch the NDP campaign office 
opening at 30 Roberts Street in Ladysmith on Sunday, September 13. The Nanaimo 
NDP campaign office opening was on Saturday, September 12.at 1808 Bowen Road. 
Phone: 250-591-9990 in Nanaimo and 250-924-0405 in Ladysmith or visit SheilaMal-
colmsonNDP on facebook for info on office hours, elections signs and upcoming events.

Conservative candidate says government is 
not responsible for missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls

watinook Aski). “Sadly, his attitude echoes 
Stephen Harper who has refused to launch 
a national inquiry because he says this cri-
sis is not high on his radar.”

NDP Leader Tom Mulcair recently an-
nounced an action plan to end violence 
against women in Canada and has com-
mitted to holding an inquiry into missing 
and murdered Indigenous women and girls 
within the first 100 days of taking office.

“An estimated 1,200 Indigenous women 
have been murdered or gone missing over 
the last 30 years in Canada,” said Carleen 
Thomas, NDP candidate for North Vancou-
ver. “Indigenous women are at risk in our 
country – it’s a national shame that Ste-
phen Harper and the Conservatives con-
tinue to ignore, we need a national inquiry 
and we need change in Ottawa.”

Four more BC marinas flying 
the Clean Marine BC flag for 
environmental best practices

TomMulcair

TO TAKE A SIGN OR VOLUNTEER, CONTACT 

Randall Garrison Campaign: 
  778-265-3151        randall.garrison@ndp.ca 

randallgarrison.ndp.ca
C3 - 100 Aldersmith Place, View Royal  V9A 7M8
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Focus on food to take pressure 
off health care system

 “Climate change is the 
defining issue of our 
generation.” 
    --CBC Newsworld

“I will make Canada the 
global leader in the fight 
against climate change.”  
    --Thomas Mulcair
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MLA Report:

By Carole James

From early childhood through our 
school years growing up, as adults and 
through to our senior years, literacy opens 
doors to opportunity. Knowledge is power, 
and power comes with lifelong learning.

We are fortunate to live in a place 
where citizens are engaged and willing to 
learn and passionate in their support of 
our centres of learning and teaching. My 
time as a volunteer in our community, as a 
school trustee and then president of the BC 
School Trustees Association taught me that 
strong voices are needed to compel gov-
ernment to properly fund and support our 
education system. 

It’s been a passion my entire adult life.  
I got involved in politics because I wanted 
to make sure that every child gets the best 
start in life by making education accessible 
and affordable for all.  

We know that education makes the dif-
ference between poverty and prosperity. 
Schools and libraries create new opportu-
nities and possibilities for entire families. I 
believe it is a core value for British Colum-
bians that everyone should have a clear 
path towards post-secondary education 
and training through our amazing system of 
community colleges and universities.

However, at a time when parents and 
young people are worried about oppor-
tunities to gain skills and training, the BC 
government has cut $14 million from higher 
education. In this year’s budget, the gov-
ernment demanded that school boards 
make more cuts. This pay-more, get-less 
approach is robbing young people of op-
portunity and making life harder than ever. 

The cuts have extended to Adult Basic 
Education, and the decisions being made 

Lessons of lifelong learning
by the government have already forced the 
Vancouver School Board to close two adult 
education centres and cancel literary out-
reach programs. Under new fee structures, 
upgrading courses and language courses 
now cost thousands of dollars that many 
people just cannot afford.

This just doesn’t make sense. By mak-
ing it harder for adults to upgrade their 
skills, the government is closing the door of 
opportunity for thousands of British Colum-
bians and hurting the economy. 

We cannot have the skilled labour force 
we need today and into the future if govern-
ment keeps making it harder for people to 
get the training they need. We cannot have 
caring, active, engaged, creative citizens 
without education. That’s why I will contin-
ue to speak up to see the funding for Adult 
Basic Education restored. 

In Victoria-Beacon Hill, citizens use and 
support their centres of learning. That’s 
why I am excited to hear that the Greater 
Victoria Public Library is considering open-
ing a branch in James Bay. I think it is a 
great idea, and will certainly help support 
lifelong learning and literacy.

If you want to see it happen, I would 
encourage you to write to the mayor, the 
City of Victoria councillors, and the Greater 
Victoria Library board to tell them why you 
believe a local branch in the neighbour-
hood is important. You can email the mayor 
and councillors through the city’s website at 
www.victoria.ca.

I appreciate hearing your views on this 
topic and any others of interest to you and 
your family. Please contact me at 1084 Fort 
Street, Victoria, BC V8V 3K4; phone me at 
250 952-4211; email me at Carole.James.
mla@leg.bc.ca; or visit my webpage at 
www.carolejamesmla.ca.

Rob Fleming, MLA for Victoria-Swan Lake, congratulates Marilyn Campbell, princi-
pal of L’Ecole Quadra,  in recognizing the school’s 100th Anniversary

MLA Rob Fleming and Unifor members assist in serving tasty fare at a BBQ held at 
the University of Victoria.

VICTORIA – On September 18, the 
British Columbia government approved a 
contentious cutblock in the central Walbran 
Valley on Vancouver Island. The central 
Walbran is one of Canada’s most important 
stands of unprotected old-growth rainfor-
est. Logging company Teal Jones received 
a new permit from the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations to 
cut endangered old-growth trees. 

“This is a total abdication of responsibil-
ity from the BC government,” said Torrance 
Coste, Vancouver Island Campaigner with 
the Wilderness Committee. “This type of 
old-growth forest is simply too rare to de-
stroy, and the fact that the government isn’t 
responding to this crisis is shameful.”

At low elevation, less than 10 percent 
of Vancouver Island’s old-growth rainforest 
remains standing.

The Wilderness Committee obtained 
preliminary logging plans from Teal Jones 
at the end of May, and were shocked to 
learn the company had laid out eight new 
cutblocks in the central Walbran – a leg-
endary tract of intact forest amongst a sea 
of clearcuts on southwestern Vancouver 
Island. 

The area comprises only a fraction of 
Teal Jones’ forest tenure, but the company 
has refused requests to look at other har-
vest options. In the last few months, nearly 
3,500 citizens have written to the Premier 
and Minister of Forests, demanding that 

the government deny logging permits in the 
Valley.

Among those opposed are citizens will-
ing to re-ignite a War in the Woods-style 
conflict last seen in the Walbran Valley in 
the early nineties.

“We don’t want this go to a blockade,” 
Coste said. “The provincial government 
has the ability to avoid that, and it’s time for 
them to step up – they need to rescind this 
permit and start engaging with the com-
pany, local First Nations and the public on 
alternatives.” 

The Wilderness Committee has re-
quested emergency meetings with Steve 
Thomson, Minister of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations, but thus far 
the minister has refused.

“The level of public opposition to these 
logging plans has been unprecedented. 
We’ve heard from thousands of people 
who can’t understand how the Minister of 
Forests can remain missing in action on an 
issue this critical,” said Coste.

Along with other groups, the Wilder-
ness Committee has hosted public demon-
strations and rallies, and visited the central 
Walbran several times recently.

The Walbran Valley contains some of 
the oldest and largest red cedar and sitka 
spruce trees in Canada – some as wide as 
four metres across at their base. The Wal-
bran is located in unceded Nuu-chah-nulth 
territory.

BC government approves logging 
in central Walbran Valley

For some time now, Hesquiaht First 
Nation, including chief and council, have 
made it known they don’t want any more 
logging on their territory in northern Clayo-
quot Sound. Their land is already scarred 
by clearcuts, roads, and landslides from 

Hesquiaht say NO to logging on their territory
decades of logging by companies like BC 
Forest Products and Interfor. 

So it was a surprise when loggers from 
Iisaak Forest Resources – the logging 
company owned by Hesquiaht, Ahousaht, 
Tla-o-qui-aht, Ucluelet and Toquaht First 

Nations – showed up in their village of Hot 
Springs on August 4 to set up operations. 
Iisaak was about to build logging roads and 
cut old growth east of Hesquiat Harbour, 
near the internationally known Hooksum 
Outdoor Education School run by members 
of the Hesquiaht nation.

Hesquiaht First Nation and Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound issued a news release 
the next day: Blindsided by logging plans, 

Hesquiaht First Nation moves to prevent 
extraction. Iisaak’s general manager said 
he was equally “blindsided” by Hesquiaht’s 
opposition, and attributed the impasse to 
“poor communication”.

Iisaak has since stated it will put future 
logging in Hesquiaht traditional territory on 
hold until new direction is received from the 
nation.

Thank you, Hesquiaht, for safeguarding 
your territory!
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By Seth Klein and Tyson Schoeber

A key outcome of last year’s teachers’ 
strike was increased understanding of the 
phrase “class size and composition”. The 
public came to appreciate that teachers 
were fighting not just for better wages, but 
for improved teaching and learning condi-
tions.

Striking teachers explained how class-
room conditions had deteriorated since 
the BC government gutted their contract in 
2002 — removing the limits on class sizes 
and the number of special needs students 
per class, while at the same time cutting 
funding for special education teachers and 
assistants.

The strike also resulted in the creation 
of a $75 million “Education Fund” with the 
primary aim of hiring teachers to address 
these issues.

A year has come and gone since then. 
What has happened in that time?

Drawing on the government’s latest 
statistics, the BC Teachers’ Federation re-
ports that there were 16,156 classes with 
four or more children with special needs 
in 2014/15, representing about one in four 
classes in the public K-12 system. Those 
numbers were essentially unchanged from 
the previous school year — itself the worst 
year on record. In addition, the BCTF re-

One year after the BC teachers’ strike, what’s 
happening for kids with special needs?

ported that there was a “staggering” total of 
3,895 classes with seven or more children 
with special needs this past year. Again, the 
number was essentially no different from 
the previous year. 

Those numbers are a lot worse 
than they were even a few years ago. In 
2006/07, there were 9,559 classes with 
four or more special needs students. And 
prior to the contract-stripping in 2002, many 
school districts (including Vancouver) has 
contracts that essentially limited the num-
ber of children with special needs in any 
given class to two.

So what happened to that $75 million 
Education Fund? The BCTF asserts the 
money only backfilled already-planned 
cuts, effectively allowing school districts to 
re-hire about 400 teachers they would oth-
erwise have been forced to lay off. In effect, 
the Education Fund has only prevented 
more cuts — an underwhelming outcome 
to say the least.

On a related front, it’s been three years 
since the Moore family won an historic vic-
tory for students with learning disabilities in 
the Supreme Court of Canada. The court 
found that the North Vancouver School 
District had failed to provide adequate sup-
port for the Moore’s son Jeff, who wrestles 
with dyslexia. The court’s unanimous ruling 
stated, “Adequate special education is not 

a dispensable luxury. For those with severe 
learning disabilities, it is the ramp that pro-
vides access to the statutory commitment 
to education made to all children in British 
Columbia.”

The situation facing children with learn-
ing disabilities (LD), the largest subset of 
special needs, is instructive. The vast ma-
jority of these children are integrated into 
regular classrooms, yet many teachers will 
freely admit that they struggle to provide the 
intensive, individualized instruction these 
kids often require. The Ministry eliminated 
targeted funding for this group in 2002. As a 
result, there are now only a handful of spe-
cialized programs and services for kids with 
LD in the BC public school system, serv-
ing only a small fraction of the thousands 
of children in this category. And hundreds 
of kids languish on waitlists to be formally 
assessed.

The irony is that money we “save” to-
day by not investing in kids with LD will fre-
quently be dwarfed by the costs necessary 
to provide for them as adults. Underfunding 
destines many of these children to under-
perform throughout school. A 2011 Ministry 
of Education brief states that “20% of stu-
dents do not complete high school within 6 
years of entering grade 8”, and that a fur-
ther “20% of those who complete are func-
tionally illiterate”. It is likely that many of the 

children included in these statistics have 
unaddressed learning disabilities. People 
with LD are also grossly over-represented 
in the criminal justice system.

All of this means huge societal costs 
and missed economic opportunities. In 
short, we are paying through the nose for 
our systemic failure to deal with class size 
and composition, to properly fund extra 
supports for kids with special needs, and 
in so doing, to honour their human rights. 
Many hoped that events such as the 2012 
Moore victory and the 2014 strike settle-
ment might be the beginning of a turn-
around on that front. So far, that promise 
remains unfulfilled.

Seth Klein is the BC Director of the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives. Tyson Schoeber 
teaches at THRIVE, an award-winning public 
school alternate program for students with learn-
ing disabilities at Nootka Elementary in Vancou-
ver (www.thrive4kids.ca). 

 

VANCOUVER – The Union of BC Mu-
nicipalities (UBCM) has passed multiple 
resolutions calling for a delay on Site C 
dam construction pending more review 
and consultation on impacts, according to 
several elected officials who attended the 
UBCM’s 2015 convention. 

“We are very happy to hear that the 
UBCM will be calling for work on Site C to 
stop until there’s a proper review by the BC 
Utilities Commission (BCUC) and the Agri-
cultural Land Commission (ALC),” said Joe 
Foy, national campaign director with the 
Wilderness Committee. 

The newly-passed resolutions echo the 
recommendation from the joint federal/pro-
vincial review panel that assessed the Site 
C dam, which stated in its final report that 
the project should be referred to the BCUC. 
Another resolution passed by the UBCM 
this week calls on the BC government to 
rescind the Order in Council that excluded 
Site C dam reservoir lands from the Agricul-
tural Land Reserve.

Despite this positive news, Foy said he 
was extremely distressed September 25 to 
learn from local people in the Peace River 
Valley that clear cutting of an island at the 

Union of BC Municipalities calls for halt on 
Site C dam work while project re-examined

confluence of the Peace River and Moberly 
River is set to begin any moment now.

“Clear cutting islands in the Peace River 
would eliminate important wild-
life habitat,” said Foy. “We are 
calling on the BC government 
to heed the UBCM resolutions 
and stop work so that a proper 
investigation by the BCUC and 
the ALC can occur. This inde-
pendent oversight would have 
already happened were it not 
for the provincial government’s 
actions to prevent proper lawful 
assessment.” 

VICTORIA – Environmental activists 
with the Wilderness Committee and Sierra 
Club BC have found a remarkable old-
growth forest grove in the Central Walbran 
Valley, an area threatened by planned log-
ging. 

The Black Diamond Grove is located in-
side logging company Teal Jones’ cutblock 
4424, which was approved for logging by 
the BC government on September 18 de-
spite widespread public opposition. 

“We knew there were impressive old-
growth trees in this area, but we were really 
blown away once we got in and explored,” 
said Torrance Coste, Vancouver Island 
campaigner with the Wilderness Commit-
tee. “This type of old-growth is far too rare. 
There is absolutely no way the Black Dia-
mond Grove should be logged.”

The grove, named for the steep slope it 
sits on, is unique because of its diversity of 
tree species. In addition to the monumental 
cedars that the Walbran Valley is famous 
for, the grove also contains massive Sitka 
spruce, hemlock, amabalis fir and even 
Douglas-fir trees.

The crown jewel of the Black Diamond 
Grove is the Leaning Tower Cedar, a west-
ern redcedar tree approximately three me-
tres wide at its base. The Leaning Tower 
Cedar could be as old as 1,000 years – 
hundreds of years older than Italy’s Lean-
ing Tower of Pisa, a protected landmark.

Among countless other benefits, old-
growth forests store more climate-changing 
carbon than younger forests. BC’s coastal 

old-growth stores more carbon than any 
forest on the planet.

“Old-growth forests are our best ally in 
the fight against climate change, but we 
lose that benefit as companies like Teal 
Jones liquidate the last of it,” said Mark 
Worthing, Biodiversity Outreach coordina-
tor at Sierra Club BC. “If the government’s 
new Climate Leadership Team is serious 
about addressing climate change, protect-
ing old-growth forests like the Black Dia-
mond Grove is one of the simplest, easiest 
things it can do.”

Teal Jones’ plans to move into the Cen-
tral Walbran have highlighted the plight of 
the last relatively intact unprotected old-
growth forests on Vancouver Island, and 
have galvanized environmental groups and 
citizens who believe these ancient forests 
must be protected. 

Many grassroots activists are consid-
ering blockades to stop the new logging, 

while the local group Friends of Car-
manah-Walbran announced plans this 
week to establish a new Witness Camp 
in the Valley.

Sierra Club BC and the Wilderness 
Committee do not participate in civil dis-
obedience but will continue to maintain 
a presence in the Walbran to monitor the 
situation and report back to the public. 
The organizations have been active on 
the issue throughout the summer, hold-
ing public meetings, rallies and building 
support for protection of the Walbran.

Spectacular ancient grove discovered 
in threatened Walbran Valley 
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 The Cool Aid Society’s “Help End 
Homelessness” campaign is working to 
build 360 more supportive housing apart-
ments for people who are homeless in the 
Capital Region. 

Cool Aid is currently developing three 
properties with room for 164 or more peo-
ple to live in (45% of the campaign target 
of 360).

 “This is a very exciting time for Cool Aid 
and the community, as we work towards 
actually ending homelessness, with 
Victoria and the Capital Region potentially 
leading the country in a new direction,” said 
executive director Kathy Stinson. “The fact 
that ending homelessness costs less than 
leaving people to suffer in our streets and 
parks can give everyone great hope and 
confidence that together we will succeed.”

“I am delighted that Victoria’s Planning 
& Governance committee has recommend-
ed taking its bold plan for funding the con-
struction of 367 apartments to the CRD,” 
she continued. “As well, we will need to se-
cure ongoing, operational funding to ensure 
adequate support services are in place.”

 Cool Aid recently had its conditional 
offer on an unoccupied building accepted. 
If the deal can be completed by October 
31, 80 people or more who are homeless 
could be housed in the “Dr. Joe Haegert 
Centre”, which will also offer support and 
health services on site for tenants. The So-
ciety is currently undertaking engineering, 

architectural and fundraising work before it 
can sign off on the deal.

 Cool Aid also plans to redevelop its 
Cedar Grove property, with the goal of 
adding an additional 39 apartments to the 
21 currently on site. Pre-development work 
is currently underway.

 The CRD’s Regional Housing Trust 
Fund will decide over the next month 
whether to add the final $675,000 in 
funding for Cottage Grove – a multi-million 
project to house 45 seniors in Saanich who 
are currently homeless. With this final piece 
of funding, Cool Aid hopes to break ground 
before the year’s end with its partners, in-
cluding Victoria, Saanich and the CRD.

 “Taken together, these three properties, 
if acted upon quickly, could house 164 or 
more people who are currently homeless, 
by the end of 2018,” said Stinson. “Cool 
Aid continues to actively look for other 
suitable properties, funding to support the 
ongoing operations, and $5 million in gifts, 
to build a total of 360 apartments during our 
campaign.” 

 Interested persons, businesses and 
organizations who wish to get involved in 
the Help End Homelessness campaign are 
invited to contact Stinson at:

o   kstinson@CoolAid.org or 250-414-
4792 or 250-812-6480

o   CoolAid.org/buildhomes
o   Or #buildhomes and VicCoolAid on 

social media

By Ben Isitt

Controversy over the possibil-
ity of a designated temporary tent-
ing area in the City of Victoria has 
prompted a healthy dialogue in our 
region over how best to respond to 
the homelessness emergency.

Issues relating to people seek-
ing shelter in parks and alleyways 
is not new, reflecting changes on 
the provincial, national and inter-
national scale, including: changes 
within the Canadian economy and 
labour force; a retreat by all levels 
of government from necessary sup-
ports for people in need, including 
health, housing and income sup-
ports; deinstitutionalization in men-
tal health; and addiction issues in 
the absence of harm reduction and 
treatment services.

The City of Victoria faces the im-
pact of these forces and since 2009 
has been mandated by the BC 
Court of Appeal to permit overnight 
sheltering in city parks for people 
who lack adequate alternate shel-
ter. This has resulted in growing 

numbers of people seeking shelter 
in parks, including small neighbour-
hood parks that lack sanitation, se-
curity, and support services, and 
require people who are homeless 
to break camp each morning and 
relocate with their belongings.

Victoria City Council has re-
sponded by recommitting to a 
“Housing First” strategy and qua-
drupling the annual contribution 
to affordable housing, while also 
directing staff to explore options 
for interim sheltering to improve 
the situation for people sleeping in 
parks as well as reduce impacts on 
the broader community. Two pilot 
projects are being explored: (1) a 
designated temporary tenting area 
or areas; (2) a micro-housing vil-
lage modeled on examples in the 
Pacific Northwest.

City Council has heard loud and 
clear that many members of the 
public believe investment in long-
term supportive housing is prefer-
able to interim measures such as 
temporary tenting areas. As a re-
sult, I have developed a proposal 

with Councillor Jeremy Loveday, 
Mayor Lisa Helps, Capital Regional 
Hospital District Chair Dave Howe 
and other colleagues for a Regional 
Housing First Strategy.

“Housing First” is the idea that 
housing is the first essential form of 
support for people to achieve sta-
bility in their lives and address oth-
er challenges. Organizations such 
as the Victoria Cool Aid Society and 
Pacifica Housing operate hundreds 
of supportive housing units in our 
community, providing safe, afford-
able apartments with support staff 
for people who in a previous era 
may have been relegated to top-
down institutionalized care.

Studies show that investing in 
“housing first” is the most cost-ef-
fective response to homelessness, 
with considerable cost savings 
on policing, hospitalization, crimi-
nal justice, prisons, and munici-
pal parks and street maintenance. 
This model has been successfully 
implemented by local government 
jurisdictions such as the City of 
Medicine Hat, Alberta.

Mayor Helps, Councillor Love-
day, Chair Howe and I are propos-
ing that the Capital Regional Hospi-
tal District serve as the lead agency 
to develop and implement a plan 
for the construction of 360 units of 
supportive housing to eliminate vis-
ible homelessness by 2018. If ad-
dressed regionally, the construction 
cost would total $11 per household 
per year, with the province request-
ed to provide operating funds for 
this necessary health service, esti-
mated at $5.7-million per year.

This seems to be a reasonable 
and modest expenditure to improve 
the health outcomes and wellbe-
ing of our most marginalized citi-
zens, while reducing the impacts of 
homelessness on the wider com-
munity. I invite you to help advance 
these objective by advocating for a 
Regional Housing First Strategy.

Ben Isitt is a Victoria City Councillor and 
serves on the boards of the Capital Region-
al District and the Capital Regional Hospital 
District. Ben can be reached at ben@isitt.
ca  or 250-882-9302.

CRD Report: For a Regional Housing First Strategy

Cool Aid plans three apartment 
buildings to house 164 people

Rob Fleming touring Olympic Visa Apartments - Supportive Seniors Housing run by Vic-
toria Cool Aid Society

Following disturbing media reports in-
volving the Prime Minister, officials from his 
office and Conservative cabinet ministers, 
Charlie Angus (NDP candidate Timmins-
James Bay and NDP Ethics Critic) has writ-
ten the Conflict of Interest and Ethics Com-
missioner asking her to investigate.

According to CBC reports, on Septem-
ber 21, 2015), high level meetings took 
place with senior KPMG executives and 
lobbyists while a serious investigation was 
under way into possible offshore tax avoid-
ance schemes.

“Canadians deserve to know the reason 
for and content of meetings between cabi-
net ministers – as well as the prime min-

ister himself – and a firm under investiga-
tion by the CRA,” said Angus. “I am calling 
on the Ethics Commissioner to investigate 
and provide Canadians with the clarity and 
transparency they deserve.”

These latest reports come on the heels 
of the prime minister’s own former ethics 
spokesperson being sentenced to jail time 
after being convicted of breaking election 
laws and during the ongoing Mike Duffy 
and Bruce Carson trials.

“Stephen Harper promised to clean up 
years of Liberal corruption – but we urge 
the prime minister to come clean with Ca-
nadians about these allegations.”

NDP calls for Ethics 
Commissioner investigation
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Flo, the Spirit of Abundant Water, interviews 
a Cowichan waterboard member
Name: Debra Toporowski – Qwulti’stunaat

Occupation: Cowichan Tribes Councillor; Cowichan Watershed Board Member

Why Flo Likes Her: Water Quality/Estuarine Health Hero

Flo: Hi Debra. Thanks for making time to meet with me. Can you tell me a bit about 
your family and your connection to the Cowichan Valley?

Debra: My name is Qwulti’stunaat. My grandparents are the late Rosie Peter, late 
Stephen Jack from Quamichan. My mother is Ethel Jack and my father is Howard Wong. 
I’ve lived in the Cowichan Valley all my life, so I am well connected to the land. 

Flo: I understand that through your participation as a Cowichan Watershed Board 
member, you are helping with the Board’s goal of being able to safely eat shellfish from 
Cowichan Bay again by 2020. Thank you for your work on that!  What kind of things con-
tribute to the health and edibility of the shellfish? Can you tell us about the history and 
importance of the clam harvest to Cowichan people? 

Debra: The clam beds in Cowichan Bay used to be so productive that they fed Co-
wichan people through the winter.  Historically shellfish have been extremely important to 
Cowichan people both as a source of nutrition but also socially and culturally. However 
since 1973 there has been a ban of clam harvesting because they are not safe to eat.  
Many factors have contributed to this situation such as sewage from vessels and float 
homes, the sewage outfall in the river and runoff from farmlands -particularly associated 
with poor manure management. All of those factors play a role in contaminating the water. 
The feasibility of relocating the sewage outflow is currently being looked at.  That is a good 
step towards improving water quality. The Watershed Board and government agencies 
have also begun to work with farmers to reduce the effects of farm practices on shellfish. 

Flo: There are clearly some significant water quality issues, and these are the reason 
our shellfish are unsafe to eat. What is the Watershed Board’s water sampling work indi-
cating, and what is the Watershed Board doing to clean up the water? 

Debra: The Watershed Board worked with the Ministry of Environment and a num-
ber of other partners to initiate three year comprehensive water sampling in 2012.  That 
project included DNA testing and found that some of the pollutants are bovine, meaning 
from cow manure, and also human, which based on the sampling locations seems to be 
associated with marinas and float homes. As a result of that project the Watershed Board 
has worked with a number of our local farmers to develop a plan to stop manure and other 
pollutants from running into the streams and rivers.  In addition the CVRD has been work-
ing on a marine bylaw to help address some of the human sources of pollution. Their goal 
was to get 12 farmers on board with moving this initiative forward. 

Flo: Being able to eat the shellfish in 5 years is a wonderful but challenging goal. Do 
you think you’ll get there? 

Debra: It’s a wonderful dream. It will take a lot of hard work to get there. The solutions 
are there, we just have to make them happen.

Flo: Any last thoughts? 
Debra: Our Cowichan River is a Heritage River. People take it for granted every 

day. But only when it’s gone, or polluted, will people be up in arms saying, “How did this 
happen?” That is what the Watershed Board and Cowichan Tribes are trying to point out. 
Working together we can do amazing things but we need to start today.

This article first appeared in the Cowichan Valley Citizen and is reprinted with permission.

Cowichan Watershed Board summer student Lauren Frost reports in weekly as Flo 
, the Spirit of Abundant Water, and visits local watershed heroes to learn more 
about their work. Here she chats with Watershed Board member Debra Toporowski 
(right).

4,400 kilometres, 110 days, 5 provinces, 
... and 1 man on a mission!

Indigenous ultra-marathoner Brad Firth – better known as Caribou Legs – accom-
plished two remarkable feats September 21.

For one, he ran the equivalent of a marathon a day for 110 consecutive days. If that 
wasn’t enough, he also achieved his goal of raising much-needed public awareness and 
political will to restore federal protections for our endangered lakes and rivers.

Not to mention, he did it in the middle of a record hot summer and the closest federal 
election in a generation.

But he was determined to deliver a Pledge to Protect petition – and those from thou-
sands of Council of Canadians and others who supported him and this important cam-
paign.

Over the course of his epic run, Caribou Legs crossed countless lakes, rivers and 
streams. And what kept him going was the thought that every one of them is likely among 
the 99% of all waterways across Canada that have been stripped of federal protection by 
the Harper Conservatives.

That, and knowing he had the support of  many Canadians behind him was all the 
inspiration he needed to lace up those shoes every day and keep running.

Along his journey, he also witnessed first-hand the impact that contaminated water has 
on people and communities. “I’ve learned what people are going through out there. Some 
of the reservations in southern Canada have little to no access to clean water”, he said at 
the completion of his run. “Every day, we all should do something to protect water.”

And September 21, Caribou Legs delivered his powerful message to candidates from 
all parties who are right now scrambling for votes this October: Pledge to protect our lakes 
and rivers!

On the steps of Parliament Hill, he and Garry Neil, executive director of the Council of 
Canadians delivered the signed petition along with 15,000 more from other great water 
warriors!

“We invited MPs from all parties to attend the petition delivery, and NDP MP Paul 
Dewar and Green Party candidate Colin Griffiths were kind enough to accept. They also 
each affirmed their respective party’s commitment to protecting our lakes and rivers to the 
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crowd and media that gathered,” said Neil.
“We have a lot more work to do be-

tween now and election day. And with your 
continued support, we’ll fight every day to 
keep water on the election radar.”
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By Tim Pheotist

The singular and unnoticed case of Jason Boyachek makes for disturbing reading, and 
especially if you are a Canadian citizen travelling in the US or even further afield.

The current Boyachek case, while obscure, should flash warning signs to all Canadi-
ans who would travel across our southern border. It’s a sign of how the present Harper 
government would rather save a few miserable dollars and abuse normal legal process 
than protect you from possible injustice when away from home.

Do not think that you are unlikely to be in Boyachek’s position.
Imagine that you are involuntarily involved in an incident in a US jurisdiction that at-

tracts the attention of US federal or local law enforcement. Perhaps something as com-
mon as a traffic accident.

Perhaps you are even arrested. It doesn’t take much for that to happen in many US 
States.

As you linger in your parochial police cell you might be advised that your best immedi-
ate action, as a Canadian citizen, would be to be to apply for release on bail. Canadian 
government protocol would likely assist, if necessary, in securing reasonable bail condi-
tions and your release, enabling your return home to Canada and assuring that you would 
return to a US jurisdiction if required.

Broadly, this is the nature of Canada’s treaties with most other developed countries, 
and the protocols are generally reciprocated.

If Boyachek remains the protocol and rationale used by the Harper Justice Depart-
ment, you may be sitting in that cell for a very long time.

Boyachek is charged with crimes in the US. He has faithfully answered bail conditions 
as a Canadian residing in Canada, while pre-trial arguments are heard and decided. The 
hearings are lengthy and extended. That is the nature of US and Canadian legal proceed-
ings.

Harper’s justice department no longer has patience with his country’s legal system or 
its obligation to enable legal protection for its citizens, if Boyachek’s case is representative.

Gary Botting, perhaps Canada’s leading practicing expert on US/Canadian extradition 
law, has represented Jason Boyachek and draws attention to the dangerous shift in the 
Canadian government’s priorities in protecting Canadians, overseas.

With Dr. Botting’s permission, his letter of response and concern is printed here. It lays 
bare the dangerous potentials, regardless of the merits of Boyachek’s case, that can affect 

Harperization can bring vaporization of Canadian citizens
any of us, if we assume that Harper’s world view will protect us. It definitely won’t.

Remember, it is a Canadian official to whom Dr. Botting directs his correspondence. 
An official paid with Canadian tax dollars to administer policy that is intended to be exer-
cised in the interest of Canadians in jeopardy.

It hardly seems that travelling Canadians are served by Canadian justice lawyers, 
who seem more than ready to do the job of US prosecutors. Maybe Janet Henchey of 
the the Canadian Department of Justice is in the wrong department, or even the wrong 
country.

Gary Botting, Barrister 
M.A., Ph.D (English), LL.B., LL.M., Ph.D. (Law)
1088 Grover Avenue, Coquitlam, B.C. V3J 3G1

telephone 778 355 6106; fax 778 355 0065 
www.garybotting.com; garybotting@shaw.ca

21 May 2015
Ms. Janet Henchey
Director General and Senior General Counsel
International Assistance Group – Litigation Branch
Department of Justice Canada
284 Wellington Street    Via Fax: 613-957-8412
Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0H8

Dear Ms. Henchey:
Re: The Extradition of Jason Leonard Boyachek – Bail and Return to Canada

As Jason Boyachek’s Canadian counsel, I take strong exception to your letter of 
30 March 2015 to Lisa Roberts, Acting Associate Director of the Office of International 
Affairs in the United States Department of Justice, describing the “protracted and com-
plicated” extradition proceedings in the case of Mr. Boyachek. Mr. Boyachek simply took 
advantage of the remedies accorded him under Canadian law. You do not explain that 
the main cause of the delay was that the two main witnesses recanted their evidence, 
and that the US prosecutor resorted to becoming his own witness, inter alia creating a 
new supplementary record designed to intimidate the main witness into recanting his 
recantation.

Besides its hyperbolic tone, the most offensive part of your letter is the final para-
graph:

If Mr. Boyachek is granted bail in the United States pending his trial on the American 
charges and returns to Canada, the only way to return him to the United States to stand 
trial would be for the US authorities to make a second request for his extradition.

This statement is simply false. Bail conditions imposed by the US courts often allow 
travel out of the country, imposing conditions that require the person to report regularly 
to a bail supervisor and to appear before the court in person, at a time and place ordered 
by the court. The bail order can specify that, should the person fail to appear, bail will be 
revoked, and he will be deemed to be unlawfully at large. He can then be detained and 
turned over to the authorities in the United States in accordance with section 61 of the 
Extradition Act, which triggers the right to arrest, detain and transport under Canadian 
law. The breadth of this provision, mirrored in section 73 of the Act, is expanded by the 
transit provision of section 74(3), which states that section 61 applies “with any modifi-
cations that the circumstances require, in respect to the consent to transit.”Transfer of 
persons to the United States can also be made under sections 24 and 25 of the Mutual 
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters Act. But there are less complicated remedies, as 
we’ll see.

I further take issue with your letter of 17 July 2014 to Mary Ellen Warlow, your coun-
terpart in the US Office of International Affairs, where you state that waiver under section 
72 requires “the commencement of extradition proceedings in Canada before they can 
operate.” This is true only insofar as the Extradition Act is invoked to terminate existing 
extradition proceedings. 

In effect, section 72 puts the person sought into the same position in which she would 
have been had she given herself up to the US authorities prior to the initiation of extradi-
tion proceedings – in which case the person would be eligible for bail, one condition of 
which could be her return to Canada until trial. Your letter implies that no Canadian facing 
prosecution in the United States could be allowed to be returned to Canada without trig-
gering extradition. This is obviously false.

The main mechanism to ensure enforcement of bail conditions, as you imply, remains 
with the United States in the form of adequate drafting, including the potential forfeiture of 
the bail bond or other security posted to ensure compliance with the conditions imposed 
by the court. Granting bail includes consideration of reputation, including the track record 
of compliance with court orders, criminal record (or in this case the absence thereof), and 
economic and social stability of the person concerned. The “anticipatory waiver” alluded 
to is not the kind of waiver referred to in section 72 of the Act, which merely pertains to 
one possible resolution of an extradition proceeding. Rather, it is a broader condition 
waiving extradition proceedings altogether.

A surrendered Canadian facing trial in the United States may be required to give his 
undertaking to return to the United States. This condition can be given teeth by the court 
ordering a larger bail amount than usual, and by the person acknowledging in writing 
that he recognizes the validity of the surrender order and agrees to waive his rights to 
further extradition proceedings. Your department has no mechanism to enforce such an 
undertaking, but for you to state that “there is no mechanism in Canadian law” to enforce 
the undertaking is mistaken. You are ignoring the persuasive power of the US courts, 
and the history of cooperation between the RCMP and U.S. law enforcement agencies, 
including the U.S. Marshals Service.

In U.S.A. v. Rosenau, on which I was also Canadian counsel, Mr. Rosenau’s US 
counsel, Craig Platt, negotiated bail conditions by which Mr. Rosenau could return to 
Canada and report to his US bail supervisor until his trial. The authorities in Washington 
State had reached an agreement with the RCMP that, had Mr. Rosenau failed to appear 
as required, he would be arrested and handed over to US Marshals to be brought back 
before a judge in the United States. Like Mr. Boyachek, Mr. Rosenau was presumed 
innocent since he had not yet been tried and found guilty. I have no doubt that Mr. Boy-
achek, who has never broken a bail condition during his three and a half years on bail, 
will honour the US bail system as much as he did the Canadian system, including a con-
dition requiring him to return to the United States to attend court as required.

Canadian citizens awaiting trial in the United States should be able to present their 
case for judicial interim release without direct interference from someone in your lofty 
position. As Director General and Senior General Counsel of the International Assistance 
Group, you had no business interfering in this case, thus compromising the fundamental 
freedom of Mr. Boyachek. Had you not interfered, he would in all likelihood have been 
released as per Rosenau, and would even now be enjoying relative freedom in Canada. 
Your actions violated Mr. Boyachek’s Charter rights and have put all accused Canadians 
facing charges in the United States in jeopardy of not being returned home to await their 
trials. That, I believe, is fundamentally unjust.

Sincerely, G.A. Botting, Barrister

Saanich South 
New Democrats

You can contact your executive 
by writing to us 
at PO Box 30041

RPO Reynolds, Victortia, BC  V8X 5E1
or by phoning us at 250-479-1100.
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New Scientist  magazine reported in June that five metres of future sea-level rise is 
already locked in, due to the steady collapse of the West Antarctic Ice-Sheet. If we don’t 
act rapidly, their staff reported, it will be 20 metres.

The full extent of the flooding will not happen for several thousand years, but “locked-
in” is the phrase they used.[1]  Venice, New York, Miami, San Francisco, Vancouver, Lon-
don, Mumbai, Kolkata; large parts of Holland; a large part of Bangladesh and many cities 
in China—all will be under water.[2]

Right now, the climate crisis is causing drought conditions that could end commercial 
food production in California. The record-breaking heat, drought and forest fires in western 
Canada are causing distress, fear and death, as well as huge damage. The great blob of 
warm water and the resulting algae bloom in the eastern Pacific is threatening the salmon 
as well as the shellfish. With the plankton numbers in the ocean plummeting and rivers 
being too warm to migrate up to spawn, their future is in peril. Think to the future, and what 
we’re experiencing today is only a small indicator of far worse to come.

To all except the deniers, the climate science explains what’s causing Earth’s tem-
perature to rise. It’s not the Sun, not the Earth’s changing orbit, not volcanoes, not de-
forestation, not ozone pollution, not aerosol pollution, not chemtrails: it’s the greenhouse 
gas emissions that result from burning ancient fossil fuels, destroying Earth’s forests, and 
other human activities.[3]

If we really understood the severity of the crisis, if we understood in our hearts the grief 
that our children and grandchildren will experience long after we’re gone, what would we 
do?

What would I do if I was Prime Minister of Canada in October 2015? It’s an important 
question that everyone one of us should ask. Canada’s current commitments are abysmal,  
[4] more informed by religious fundamentalism than by climate science. [5]

My First Week In Office: A Nation-Wide Broadcast
As the imaginary leader of one of Canada’s main opposition parties, my team would 

have already consulted with Canada’s best and brightest climate scientists and renewable 
energy specialists. As a result, within my first week in office I would host a nation-wide 
broadcast in which we would lay out the dangers, and show how a future with a greatly 
reduced use of fossil fuels could be just as comfortable and dynamic as the Canada we 
know today.

I would then announce a bold new climate vision, telling Canadians that my govern-
ment would work to achieve an urgent and rapid transition to 100% renewable energy by 
2040, moving to the front of technological change and generating hundreds of thousands 
of new jobs while leaving most of the remaining coal, oil and gas in the ground, supported 
by public banking to create the credit needed to finance the transition.

To coordinate the process I would create a new department, Climate Canada, absorb-
ing the important energy-related portfolios of Industry and Natural Resources, and my 
ministers would make two major announcements a week leading up to the crucial UN 
Paris Climate Conference in December, which I would attend in person, accompanied by 
the entire Climate Team from my Cabinet.

 
First Announcement: A Price on Carbon

My government’s first announcement would be in Victoria, BC, where my new Minister 
of Finance would invite the provincial premiers to meet as soon as possible to coordinate a 
plan for a single Canada-wide carbon tax based on BC’s example, starting at $50 a tonne 
and increasing by $10 a year, with 80% of the income being used to finance the transition 
to 100% renewable energy and 20% being returned to people on lower incomes. The tax 
would generate $20 billion rising to $30 billion a year to invest in the transition.

 
Second Announcement: Greener Buildings

Three days later my new Minister of Urban Affairs would make an announcement in 
Winnipeg introducing a series of incentives and tax credits to make homes and buildings 
more energy efficient and to switch to renewable sources of heat. She would announce 
my government’s intention that starting in 2020 every new building must be zero carbon, 
and that low cost loans would be available for building retrofits and district energy systems 
with the goal of reducing emissions from buildings to zero by 2040. In doing so, the work 
would generate up to 90,000 new direct and indirect jobs.[6]

    
Third Announcement: Transportation 

The following Monday my Minister of Transportation would make a big announcement 
in Toronto, where he would lay out the government’s commitment to the solar-electrifica-
tion of Canada’s railways, the integration of provincial electric vehicle incentives into a 
single Canadian program, and the goal that all new cars and light trucks manufactured in 
Canada would be electric by 2025.

He would announce a large funding commitment for transit and safe separated bike 
lanes, that he would work with Canada’s mayors to increase the share of transit and cy-
cling to 50% of trips by 2040, and that Canada would work with other nations to make ur-
gent progress towards 100% renewable energy for the difficult challenges of long-distance 
trucking, shipping and flying.

The work would generate hundreds of thousands of jobs in transit, 14,000 jobs elec-
trifying the railways, a strong auto-manufacturing industry, and up to 75,000 new jobs in 
cycle tourism as Canada’s network of safe bike pathways grows.

Fourth Announcement: Fossil Fuels 
The next announcement would be by my new Minister of Climate, in Fort McMurray, 

Alberta, where she would explain that due to the urgency of the climate crisis no new fed-
eral permits would be approved for the transportation or export of Canada’s coal, oil and 
gas resources, either by pipeline or by rail.

To balance the pain, and to address the gradual loss of 550,000 direct and indirect jobs 
in fossil fuels, my government would work with communities and the provinces to develop 
programs to help people retrain for new jobs, and to help affected communities design and 
build a new future without fossil fuels.

  
Fifth Announcement: Electricity 

The fifth announcement would be by my Secretary of State for Energy at the Univer-
sity of Saskatoon, standing next to a solar home. Working with the provinces, he would 
develop a plan to phase out all coal-fired power plants in Canada by 2020, followed by all 
gas-fired power plants, replacing them with solar, wind, geothermal, hydro and other re-
newable energy resources. He would also launch a Canada-wide drive to increase the ef-
ficiency of lights, appliances, fans and other equipment, and to encourage energy-saving 
behaviour. As an estimate, the work would result in 85,000 new direct and indirect jobs, 
growing to 125,000 new jobs by 2040.

If I was Prime Minister of Canada, how woud I tackle the climate crisis?
  

Sixth Announcement: Business and Industry  
The sixth announcement would be in Halifax, where my Secretary of State for Industry 

and Natural Resources, based within Climate Canada, would issue a challenge to every 
business in Canada: become a certified Benefit Corporation, embracing a legal change to 
your governing principles that commits you to produce social and environmental benefits 
as well as profit, and the government will give you a tax-break.[7] 

He would urge every company to seek ways to become more competitive by becoming 
more energy efficient, and announce plans to develop a Canada-wide program of Green 
Business Certification based on the model developed on Vancouver Island.I8]

He would also announce that starting immediately every business seeking a grant, 
loan or export assistance must submit a plan to reduce its carbon emissions by 5% a year, 
and that to build Canada’s economy without fossil fuels his department would develop a 
new program to support innovation and entrepreneurship in schools, universities and com-
munities, including First Nations, women and minorities.

  
Seventh Announcement: Farming and Ranching 

Three days later my Minister for Agriculture would make an announcement from a 
Quebec organic farm, where she would emphasize the importance of organic farming and 
management-intensive livestock grazing for sequestering carbon from the atmosphere. 
She would list the many externalized costs of conventional farming and announce the gov-
ernment’s intention to introduce a new tax on pesticides and fertilizers, with 100% of the 
revenue being returned to farmers to support the transition to organic status. She would 
also talk about the climate impact of intensively raised beef, and urge people to join the 
federal cabinet in making every Monday a meat-free day.

  
Eighth Announcement: Forests 

Toward the end of that week my new Secretary of State for Forests, based within 
Climate Canada, would make an announcement in Whitehorse, Yukon. Emphasizing the 
importance of Canada’s forests as another important source of carbon sequestration, as 
well as of jobs and economic prosperity, he would invite the provincial forest ministers to 
meet to develop new standards to protect the carbon in the forest, protect the forests from 
devastating climate-induced wildfires, and come up with new ways to overcome the Ameri-
can softwood lumber agreement and develop more value-added jobs in the forest industry.

  
Ninth Announcement: Canada’s First Nations 

At the start of the next week, my new Minister for Aboriginal Affairs would meet with 
First Nations leaders in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories, where he would lay out the gov-
ernment’s plans to accelerate the treaty-making process, writing off the accumulated legal 
costs. He would announce a new initiative to retrofit 200,000 sub-standard First Nations 
homes, and to train First Nations people in the skills to develop businesses and coopera-
tives providing solar and wind energy, energy storage, passive house building and zero-
carbon home retrofitting in First Nations and neighbouring communities.

  
Tenth Announcement: Education and Training 

That same week my Secretary of State for Climate Education would invite the educa-
tion ministers from every province to meet in St. John’s, Newfoundland, where, if she has 
done her homework, they would announce a threefold commitment: to ensure that climate 
education in Canada’s schools place most of its emphasis on solutions to the crisis, not 
just the problems; that Canada’s colleges develop the necessary training programs for 
the renewable energy transition; and that every school, college and university in Canada 
would convert to 100% renewable energy by 2025.

   
Eleventh Announcement: Climate Science 

For the eleventh announcement, my new Secretary of State for Science, based within 
Climate Canada, would invite Canada’s leading climate scientists and Inuit leaders to 
meet with her in Iqaluit, Nunavut, where she would announce her goal that the entire Arctic 
should become a marine protected area.

She would also announce the restoration of all climate science programs cut under the 
previous government, and that henceforth all Canadian scientists and researchers would 
be allowed to speak freely, and never again fear the loss of their jobs for speaking out. 
   
Twelfth Announcement: Community Engagement 

For the penultimate announcement my Secretary of State for Community Engage-
ment, based within Climate Canada, would meet in Glassville, New Brunswick, with staff 
and volunteers from the Falls Brook Centre and with Craig and Marc Keilburger from the 
youth empowerment organization MetoWe, where they would jointly invite Canadians to 
gather in stadiums across the country for a series of inspirational celebrations of Canada’s 
new vision and our determination to be a world-leader in the fight against climate change 

                Please turn to If I was Prime Minister of Canada, page 16
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and our embrace of a renewable energy future. She would also announce a new funding 
program for community climate initiatives, and invite 20,000 Canadians to train to become 
Climate Solutions Leaders in their communities.[9]

   
Final Announcement: Paris 

Finally, before leaving for the UN climate conference in Paris, I would bring my entire 
climate team to Charlottetown, PEI, where I would once again emphasize the urgency of 
the crisis and where I would announce Canada’s intentions to work with the world’s na-
tions to achieve three things:

1.      A mandatory global carbon cap set low enough to create a 75% chance that the 
temperature would not rise by more than 2°C, requiring an average 5% reduction in emis-
sions by every country, every year.

2.      That in addition to their commitments to reduce their emissions the world’s na-
tions would agree to work on a series of climate solutions treaties to accelerate specific 
solutions.

3.      That the world’s wealthier nations would do everything in their power to produce 
by 2020 the $100 billion Green Climate Fund promised in 2010 to help developing na-
tions with the cost of coping with the climate crisis and to support the renewable energy 
transition. I would announce that Canada, with 2.25% of the global GDP, would provide $4 
billion at $1 billion a year.

What would these announcements cost? My Climate Solutions Budget (Appendix 1 
below) shows annual expenditures of $22.5 billion, set against carbon tax income averag-
ing $22.6 billion over three years.

By retaining 80% of the income from the carbon tax, $20 billion would be withdrawn 
from consumer spending, but it would all be spent back into the economy, generating jobs 
and restoring consumer spending. Over the period of the transition to renewable energy, 
the plan would generate almost twice as many jobs as would be lost, enabling Canada’s 
economy to come through the transition in good shape.

****************************************************************************************

This is just one possible way to address the climate crisis: there will be many more. 
What would you do? What would you ask our actual political leaders to do?

 With every month that we delay, the carbon emissions keep growing, the forests keep 
burning, the ice keeps melting, the ocean and rivers keeps warming, the sudden floods 
and deluges keep coming, the droughts keep lasting longer, the stream of climate-related 
refugees increases, the death-toll keeps rising, and the likelihood of a locked-in 20-metre 
sea-level rise keeps growing. We  must act now. 

  
About the Author 

Guy Dauncey is an author and futurist who works to develop a positive vision of a sustain-
able future, and to translate the vision into action. He is founder of the  BC Sustainable Energy 
Association, and the author or co-author of nine books, including the award-winning  Cancer: 
101 Solutions to a Preventable Epidemic  and  The Climate Challenge: 101 Solutions to Glob-
al Warming . He is currently completing his tenth book Journey to the Future: A Better World Is 
Possible . He is an Honorary Member of the Planning Institute of BC, and a Fellow of the Find-
horn Foundation in Scotland. His websites are  www.earthfuture.com and  The Practical Utopian. 
  

 Appendix 1: A Climate Solutions Budget 
 

Initiative $ IN $ OUT
A carbon tax starting at $50 a tonne on 500 million tonnes of CO2. 80% of the 
income to finance the transition to 100% renewable energy, 20% returned to low-
income Canadians. Income averaged over three years. For income from future 
years, see below.

  

22.6

  

0

For building retrofits, the tax credits and incentives would pay for themselves 
through GST on building products. Low-interest loans self-financing through sav-
ings. The government would create the credit needed to advance low interest loans 
by forming a new Public Development Bank.

  

 

 

  

 

1.0
The shift to renewable electricity would be self-financed through the normal process 
of tendering for wind, solar and geothermal power, supported by solar feed-in tariffs 
until the price of solar PV falls sufficiently. 

   

1.0

Based on the Ontario Metrolinx Go Rail electrification numbers, railway electrifica-
tion would cost $7 billion a year, split between the railway companies and the gov-
ernment. Canada’s railways hauled 289 million tonnes of freight in 2010. [10]  Sev-
eral studies have outlined the benefits of electrification: 

•        50% reduction in rolling stock operating costs.

•        15% reduction in infrastructure operating costs such as track maintenance 
due to lightweight trains.

•        3% increase in rolling stock availability.

•        22% reduction in vehicle leasing costs. [11]
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If I Was Prime Minister of Canada, 
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No coalition with the Liberal Party

Vote NDP - without illusions

Please turn to Vote NDP, page 17

By Barry Weisleder

The political sea change represented 
by the orange wave in 2011 seems about to 
wash ashore the first labour-linked federal 
government in Canadian history. 

The union-based New Democratic Par-
ty led opinion polls in early September, and 
is poised to form a majority in Parliament 
after the October 19 vote. While pundits 
debate whether this political tsunami is due 
to mass disaffection with the authoritarian 
Conservative regime under Stephen Harp-
er more than popular infatuation with the 
NDP’s milquetoast election platform, unde-
niable is the fact that the two-party system 
that dominated Canada for a century and a 
half is a thing of the past.

To say that this makes the Canadian 
establishment nervous is an understate-
ment. The ruling rich would much rather 
limit the “practical” choice of voters to the 
Bay Street-backed Liberals and Tories. In 
fact, Capital is so rattled by the polls that 
a section of big business has pushed the 
Liberal Party under Justin Trudeau to cam-
paign ostensibly to the left of the NDP.

To create jobs and stimulate the reces-
sion-bogged economy, Trudeau pledges to 
spend billions to repair infrastructure and to 
reduce taxes on the “middle class”. He fore-
casts three years of federal budget deficits. 
NDP Leader Tom Mulcair stubbornly insists 
that he will not even contemplate a deficit 
budget, prompting Trudeau to predict that 
Mulcair would be forced to renege on bold 
multi-billion dollar spending plans, ranging 
from childcare to health care.

Clearly, the Liberals are guilty of su-
preme chutzpah. It was former Liberal 
Finance Minister and Prime Minister 
Paul Martin (now campaigning alongside 
Trudeau) who imposed the biggest cuts in 
federal spending in Canadian history. Still, 
Tom Mulcair has a serious problem. With-
out substantially increasing taxes on giant 
corporations and the affluent -- which runs 
counter to his mantra of holding the line on 
personal income tax, providing tax credits 
for businesses that invest in innovation, 

and his proposal to re-
duce the small business 
tax rate from 11 to 9 per 
cent -- Mulcair is cutting 
himself off at the knees. 

Even if the Cana-
dian economy does not 
descend deeper into 
recession, an NDP ad-
ministration, under tre-
mendous pressure from 
Bay Street, would likely 
trim or postpone indefi-
nitely its promised re-
forms, thus alienating its 
popular base. Likely is a 
re-play of the Bob Rae 
Ontario NDP regime of 
the early 1990s which 
not only abandoned its 
promise of public auto 
insurance, but slashed 
spending, contracted-
out services, and im-
posed unpaid “holidays” 
on public employees.

Mulcair’s effort to 
shake the spendthrift 

image of the NDP, unjustly fostered by the 
corporate media, by aping the fiscal con-
servatism of the Tories, follows in the shaky 
footsteps of Ontario NDP Leader Andrea 
Horwath. She apologized to the party faith-
ful for a disastrous June 2014 provincial 
election campaign.

Mulcair, in the short run, may get away 
with it because the Harper Conservatives 
are forced to wear the current economic 
downturn. They look like dictators and 
warmongers, and are up to their eyeballs 
in deceit over the Mike Duffy, et al, Senate 
spending scandal.

Nonetheless, over time, Mulcair will 
have to square his social promises with 
his tax policies. He will have to deal with 
his contradictions on pipeline construction, 
international “free trade” deals, support for 
police and the military, and his persistent 
excuses for the atrocities committed daily 
by the Israeli apartheid state and its merci-

less seige of Gaza.
Party controllers have lately demon-

strated a rising intolerance of legitimate 
political differences in the ranks. Nova Sco-
tia NDP candidate Morgan Wheeldon was 
forced to resign for calling Israel’s 2014 at-
tack on Gaza, which killed more than 2,200 
people, among them over 500 children, a 
war crime. NDP member Syed Hyder Ali, 
who sought the nomination in Edmonton 
Wetaskiwin, was blocked for quoting a 
2014 statement by Amnesty International 
to the same effect. Jerry Natanine of Nuna-
vut, the mayor of Clyde River, was tossed 
because, in his words, “I often side with the 
Palestinians because of all the hardship 
they are facing and because nothing is be-
ing re-built over there.” 

In Toronto Centre, the party brass si-
lenced star candidate Linda McQuaig for 
publicly stating the obvious, that much of 
the Alberta oil should be kept in the ground 
if Canada is to meet its commitment to re-
duce green house gas emissions.

These positions are problematic for the 
NDP leadership, particularly in Quebec, 
where such issues strongly resonate and 
the party enjoys a commanding lead in the 
polls over the Liberals, the Conservatives, 
the Greens, and the nationalist Bloc Que-
becois. The BQ is tainted by its association 
with anti-worker laws enacted by its provin-
cial cousin, the Parti Quebecois, in recent 
decades. That should not be confused with 
an absence of support for Quebec sover-
eignty. The staunchly federalist Mulcair 
will still have to ride the tiger of Quebec’s 
national aspirations, given that up to half 
of his MPs will likely hail from that nation/
province, drawing much support from ex-
BQ voters.

This is the longest election campaign in 
modern Canadian history (a tactic the auto-
crat Harper may already regret). Much can 
still happen to change its course. The point, 
however, is not simply to interpret the train 
of events, but to influence it.

An NDP victory will open the space for 
leftist ideas. It will likely secure and restore 
home mail delivery, un-muzzle scientists 
working for federal departments, eliminate 
some of the egregious tax breaks for the 
rich, lift the lid on the murder and disap-
pearance of thousands of aboriginal wom-
en, raise the minimum wage, and possibly 
establish quality, public child care for up to 
a million kids. 

Those who advocate national Pharma-
care, and public ownership of Big Oil and 
Gas to facilitate a major shift to green en-
ergy systems, will gain a much wider hear-
ing as a result of an NDP win. Those who 
promote steeply progressive taxation of big 
business and the rich to reduce glaring in-
equality and to meet human needs, those 
who want a foreign policy based on solidar-
ity with the oppressed and firm opposition 
to war and imperialism, those who demand 
an end to state spying on everyone, and a 
halt to repression of social justice seekers, 
will feel the wind at their backs.

At the same time it is clear that the NDP 
tops, who are now trying to establish their 
bone fides with the Canadian corporate 
elite, will resist efforts from below to hold 
them to their progressive pledges. They 
will step on the toes of leaders of labour 
affiliates. They will disavow social protest 
movements. 

Their commitment is to capitalism with 
a human face. It is hard to imagine a more 
monumental contradiction-in-terms, even 
at the best of times. Today the world econo-
my is in recession, with waves of desperate 
refugees fleeing the ravages of imperialist 
intervention and environmental disasters 
induced by the heartless private profit sys-
tem. 

If the betrayal of Syriza, a supposedly 
radical leftist party in Greece, was predict-
able, the retrenchment of an NDP regime 
in Ottawa is almost a foregone conclusion. 
And an NDP coalition with the Liberal Party, 
or even with the Green Party, would only 
furnish more excuses for retreat from a 
progressive platform, let alone rule out a 
Workers’ Agenda – so the notion of an NDP 
alliance with any capitalist party should be 
rejected in principle. 
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good humouredly, enabled the “preacher” 
to move along to another congregation.

There are some interesting lessons to 
be learned here.

Firstly that, today, the world is watch-
ing. Ill-conceived laws, over-reactions and 
responses to issues of speech that are 
open but unpopular with governments, will 
escalate civil strife and kill the concept of 
free speech -- as well as killing innocent 
citizens. There is no better example of the 
law of unintended consequence than Harp-
er’s C-51 bill -- perhaps the consequences 
aren’t unintended? SWAT teams, imagin-
ing terrorists at every Sunday service -- or 
mosque or synagogue -- will turn dark fan-
tasies into tragic realities.

Subtle and intelligent responses to 
real threats are required. Not the mindless 
thuggery of C-51 style laws that smash free 
speech and expression.

Next, we must remember that, as the 
world watches, even in the smallest town, 
brutal government actions will instantly be 
broadcast.

So, and equally, civilized responses 
must be noticed and propagated. 

Lower Island News again demonstrates 
its ability to propagate the positive - and, 
again, on an international scale, with a LIN 
observer “on the spot”.

Canada will soon make new choices 
about its next few years of government. 

Understandings about the underly-
ing  greed of “economic austerity” theory 
are difficult and slippery. Certainly Harper 
Conservatives have no interest in truthfully 
explaining what is behind the imposition of 
“austerity” and the impoverishment of Ca-
nadian society.

What is easier to explain is how laws 
such as C-51 can only diminish the op-
portunity to enable discussions about eco-
nomic policy, or in fact discussion of views 
about any public policy that are contrary to 
Conservative government preference. 

The best antidote to irrational thought 
is the shining of a bright spotlight on that 
thought. 

Harper forces irrational thought into 
the shadows where it festers and breeds, 
unexamined and unchallenged. Stephen 
Harper’s policies have always lived in the 
shadows.

A new government, in repealing C-51, 
if nothing else, will begin to restore the 
perception that Canada is ready, again, to 
engage with the Canadian population and 
with the world at large.

Mr. Harper would see the Speaker and 
Piper of St. Andrew’s as terrorist threats. 

The people of St. Andrews and most 
Canadians see a fine example of free 
speech and free expression.

What do you see? If you see an example 
of free speech and civilized society, than it’s 
never been more important than now, at the 
upcoming election, to vote against the party 
that brought C-51 onto the statute books, 
and to return MPs who understand that 
Canada no longer will be driven by unthink-
ing and paranoid legislation.

By Tim Pheotist

Lower Island News, as one of the few 
remaining, not-for-profit, independent, 
printed journals in Canada, is indeed a rari-
ty, not only for its 32-year commitment - and 
counting - to non-profit journalism and sane 
social policy, but to its understanding that 
Canada must be urgently reminded that it 
is part of a global environment, physically 
and diplomatically.

Never has Canada’s stock been lower 
among nations. Never has Canada been 
more ignored, criticized  or tricked than dur-
ing the Harperization of Canada.

In its continuing effort to actively con-
tribute to returning Canada to the moral 
high-ground, both domestically and in-
ternationally, LIN’s roving reporter, Diane 
Walsh, having represented Lower Island 
News at the United Nations in New York 
and Geneva, as well as in Washington DC 
and London, England, is now inking her re-
porter’s nib at the famous University of St. 
Andrews in Fife, Scotland.

LIN’s imaginative professional and 
moral sponsorship of Walsh’s international 
reporting is in stark contrast to the miser-
able cocooning of Canada, championed by 
Stephen Harper, during his years of greed-
inspired Conservative austerity.

No sooner had Walsh settled into her 
exploration of the ancient university town, 
than she found herself witnessing a scene 
that immediately caught the attention of the 
international press. 

For a video and the story, here are 
links: Sunday St Andrews Face-Off: bag-
pipes vs. screaming zealot - YouTube 
and http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-
news/watch-man-drown-out-message-
6480117#ICID=sharebar_twitter
The unfolding event spoke for itself but 
reminded, in a small but magnified way, 
that national governments have lessons to 
be learned from sensible citizens.

Our elected politicos must begin, now, 
to remember that dashcam video record-
ers are not just for holding crazy cops to 
account. Ordinary folk are watching ever 
more closely these days.

St. Andrew’s town square was treated 
to a very loudly amplified and passionate 
‘sermon’ by an individual with a very clear 
religious message. The message was long-
winded and overwhelmingly invasive and 
not to the taste of most people going about  
their weekend business.

In Harper Land, it’s possible to imagine, 
under C-51 law, an anti-terror SWAT team 
arriving, guns and bombs at the ready, to 
put down this “Sunday terrorist” speaker. 

But St. Andrew’s town is smarter than 
Harper. A very talented bagpiper shared 
Scotland the Brave with the passers-by, 
who enjoyed the bellows of his pipe more 
than the bellowing of the town preacher.

The preferred choice of message was 
left to St. Andrew’s citizens -- not to a dra-
conian C-51 style ‘terrorist’ law.

As the piper wandered away an un-
armed police squad car, effectively and 

Vote NDP - without illusions
from page 16

The cocooning of Canada

The merit of fighting for an NDP govern-
ment is not diminished by the pro-capitalist 
outlook of its leaders because the pros-
pects for socialism depend on the class 
struggle, not on the low political horizons 
and the narrow career ambitions of party 
officials.

For the class struggle to advance the in-
terests of the vast majority, partisans of the 
working class should be organized to fight 
for socialist measures. That effort must 
take place both inside and outside the party 
and its labour affiliates. 

An NDP victory will raise the confidence 
of working people to assert their demands. 
It will alter the relationship of class forces to 
the disadvantage of Capital and in favour of 
the popular majority.

In the remaining weeks of the cam-
paign, socialists will seize the opportunity to 
canvass their neighbours in support of local 
NDP candidates, collect signatures on the 
4Ps petition being circulated by the NDP 
Socialist Caucus (see below), and urge 
people to Vote NDP, without illusions.

23 Aboriginal candidates 
nominated to run for NDP in 2015

By Trudy Spiller and Jesse Lafluer

As co-chairs of the NDP Aboriginal Commission, we are proud 
to introduce the nominated candidates who identify as Aboriginal

NU Nunavut: Jack Anawak 
YK Yukon: Melissa Atkinson 
BC Prince George-Peace River-Northern Rockies: Kathi Dickie 
BC North Vancouver: Carleen Thomas 
BC Cariboo-Prince George: Trent Derrick 
AB Peace River-Westlock: Cameron Alexis 
AB Lakeland: Duane Zaraska 
AB Fort McMurray-Cold Lake: Melody Lepine 
AB Edmonton-Wetaskiwin: Fritz K Bitz 
AB Edmonton-Manning: Aaron Paquette 
AB Battle River-Crowfoot: Katherine Swampy 
SK Regina-Wascana: April Bourgeois 
SK Desnethé-Missinippi-Churchill River: Georgina Jolibois 
SK Battlefords-Lloydminster: Sandra Arias 
MB Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman: Deborah Chief 
MB Brandon-Souris: Melissa Wastasecoot 
ON Orléans: Nancy Tremblay 
ON Lambton-Kent-Middlesex: Rex Isaac 
QC Manicouagan: Jonathan Genest-Jourdain 
QC Argenteuil--Petite-Nation: Chantal Crête 
QC Abititi-Baie-James-Nunavik-Eeyou: Romeo Saganash 
NL Labrador: Edward Rudkowski
NL Coast of Bays-Central-Notre Dame: Claudette Menchenton

We, the NDP Aboriginal Commission, understand that some candi-
dates can find it difficult to run due to financial limitations. Our work to-
gether as a Commission,  is to work on raising funds so that our candi-
dates have the ability to fund their campaign. The Commission has set up 
a Facebook page NDPAPC to make donating easier.

 Please donate what you can to the NDP Aboriginal Commission Vic-
tory Fund today - and support non-incumbent Aboriginal candidates. 
Electing more Aboriginal candidates is critical to our shared goals. For 
donations not on Facebook please go to
https://secure.ndp.ca/campaign/index.php?campaign=Q3EMACONLN47&link

VICTORIA – Environmental activ-
ists with the Wilderness Committee and 
Sierra Club BC have found a remarkable 
old-growth forest grove in the Central 
Walbran Valley, an area threatened by 
planned logging. 

The Black Diamond Grove is located 
inside logging company Teal Jones’ cut-
block 4424, which was approved for log-
ging by the BC government on September 
18 despite widespread public opposition. 

“We knew there were impressive old-
growth trees in this area, but we were re-
ally blown away once we got in and ex-
plored,” said Torrance Coste, Vancouver 
Island campaigner with the Wilderness 
Committee. “This type of old-growth is far 
too rare. There is absolutely no way the 
Black Diamond Grove should be logged.”

The grove, named for the steep slope 
it sits on, is unique because of its diversity 
of tree species. In addition to the monu-
mental cedars that the Walbran Valley is 
famous for, the grove also contains mas-
sive Sitka spruce, hemlock, amabalis fir 
and even Douglas-fir trees.
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Mac-Pap: Memoir of a Canadian in the Spanish Civil War  by Ronald 
Liversedge, 2013, edited by David Yorke, New Star Books, Vancouver, BC. . ISBN: 9781554200719 

Review by Theresa Wolfwood

 “We were the direct casualties of the “Non-Intervention Pact, “which was the most 
open and cynical betrayal of a nation in all of history.”

When I took recent visitors from Europe to see the memorial to the Canadians of the 
Mac-Pap (Mackenzie–Papineau battalion) who fought in the Spanish Civil War,  they were 
amazed. Why would anyone travel from Canada to voluntarily fight in someone else’s civil 
war?   

This book is one Canadian’s story of why approximately 1,600 (1,200 in the Mac-Pap 
by most estimates; some Canadians joined the USA Lincoln Brigade;  600 Canadians died 
in battle) men travelled secretly to Spain to fight for democracy and the rights of an elected 
socialist government. 

This government, unsupported by any major European government, called on interna-
tionalists to fight on its side against the military uprising led by General Franco. From 1836 
until 1939 there were bloody battles, atrocities and massive killing of civilians, including 
the well-known bombing of Gernika by German and Italian fascist air forces – a prelude 
to WW 2. 

Liversedge, born in England, fought in the First War, emigrated to Canada  and lived 
out his days on Lake Cowichan, BC.  Although no stranger to warfare, Liversedge was ill-

equipped and unprepared as were most Canadian volunteers; they had to travel to France 
as tourists and then cross the Pyrenees to join the government forces. He tells his per-
sonal story of his near-death experiences of just crossing the Atlantic and then his moving 
accounts of his and companions’ experiences in the battles in which the Mac-Paps fought. 

In 1938 the government and its international supporters were being overwhelmed and 
the Prime Minister told the foreign brigades to leave. The fascists prevailed with support 
from Germany and Italy with no opposition, the infamous “non-intervention.” from England, 
France or other “democracies”. The rest is history: Franco ruled ruthlessly until 1975.

The Canadian government never honoured these soldiers, in fact they were criminal-
ized. Only in recent years were memorials erected to their memory; in Ottawa in 2001 and 
in Victoria (at Belleville & Montreal  across from the BC Legislature) in 2000.  Photo of 
Victoria Memorial. 

The book ends with an extensive bibliography and personal notes about many of Liv-
ersedge’s comrades. Yorke has done Liversdge’s memory a great service by editing this 
memoir for publication.  Canada’s role in the Spanish Civil War is little-known; this memoir  
is a poignant contribution to our history.

Those interested in learning more about the Spanish Civil War and its implications for 
contemporary struggles can attend a presentation by Prof. Larry Hannant at Café Simpa-
tico, 1923 Fernwood Road, Victoria, November 27 at 8 pm.

VANCOUVER --  A cross-Canada anti-
poverty campaign brought a free public in-
formation session to Vancouver on Sep-
tember 16. 

A national anti-poverty plan called Dig-
nity for All: A National Anti-Poverty Plan for 
Canada, has been by created by Citizens 
for Public Justice and Canada Without 
Poverty over the last five years, and its 
content was presented at the two-hour ses-
sion. The Vancouver workshop was spon-
sored by the BC Poverty Reduction Coali-
tion and Raise the Rates. 

Leading the workshop were Darlene 
O’Leary, a policy analyst with Citizens 
for Public Justice, and Michèle Biss, a le-
gal education and outreach coordinator 
for Canada Without Poverty.

Trish Garner is the Community Organiz-
er with the BC Poverty Reduction Coalition. 
She said poverty continues to be a perva-
sive issue in our country.  

“I find it hard to believe that in a country 
so rich in resources we still have close to 5 
million people who struggle to make ends 
meet,” Garner said.

Dignity For All’s national plan suggests 
changes needed regarding income securi-
ty, housing and homelessness, health, food 
security, early childhood education care, 
and jobs and employment. The two orga-
nizations sought input from people who live 
in poverty and are asking the federal gov-
ernment to adopt a similar plan to alleviate 

the issue in Canada.
“The plan has been presented and 

has been well received. We hope that the 
eradication of poverty, that the plan recom-
mends, will continue to find traction and be 
front and centre in our upcoming federal 
election.” Biss said.

Throughout the year, Dignity for All 
has been travelling across Canada – and 
have visited communities in the east coast 
and Southwestern Ontario throughout the 
spring – to present the report to local stake-
holders and those living in poverty. They 
also hope the federal government and 
agencies take notice.

“The federal government needs to step 
up and take action so that all who call Can-
ada home can flourish and live with dignity,” 
Garner said. 

The free workshop was open to the 
public and  took place at the Carnegie 
Community Centre in Vancouver.

Dignity for All is a multi-year, multi-part-
ner, non-partisan campaign with a vision 
to create a poverty-free and more socially 
secure and cohesive Canada. Although 
everyone has a role to play in building this 
Canada – individuals, organizations, busi-
nesses  and all levels of government – it’s 
the federal government, with its particu-
lar policymaking, legislative, taxation and 
redistributive powers, has an especially 
critical role. The Dignity for All campaign is 

therefore aimed primarily to achieve three 
federal policy goals:

1. Creation of a comprehensive, inte-
grated federal plan for poverty elimination

2. Passing of a federal Act to elimi-
nate poverty, promote social inclusion and 
strengthen social security

3. Collection and allocation of sufficient 
federal revenue to invest in social security

 In early 2015, the Dignity for All Cam-In early 2015, the Dignity for All Cam-
paign took a huge step towards achiev-
ing the first objective; Dignity for All: A Na-
tional Anti-Poverty Plan was launched to 
address the needs of the one in seven 
Canadians who live in poverty. There are 
six major domains of the Plan: income se-
curity; housing and homelessness; health; 
food security; early childhood education 
and care; jobs and employment. Each of 
these domains addresses a key issue with 
regards to ending poverty.

 To accompany the release of 
the National Anti-Poverty Plan, 
Canada Without Poverty and Citizens for 
Public Justice began a series of in-person 
workshops across the country throughout 
spring and summer 2015. The workshops 
were designed to enable participants to re-
flect on poverty in their communities, learn 
more about poverty in Canada and Dignity 
for All’s model anti-poverty plan, and build 
skills and strategies for action on local and 
national levels. By taking the plan from 
coast-to-coast-to-coast, they will be work-

ing with communities to develop tools to 
tell policy makers in their communities that 
#WeNeedAPlan and #WeHaveAPlan.

Dignity for All: the campaign for a pov-
erty-free Canada was founded in 2009 
by Canada Without Poverty and Citizens 
for Public Justice. Canada Without Pov-
erty (formerly the National Anti-Poverty 
Organization) is an incorporated not-
for-profit, non-partisan, member-based 
organization dedicated to the eradication of 
poverty in Canada. Citizens for Public Jus-Citizens for Public Jus-
tice is a national organization of members 
inspired by faith to act for justice in Canada 
by shaping key public policy debates 
through research and analysis, publishing 
and public dialogue.

Other campaign partners and support-
ers include: Anglican Church of Canada, 
Campaign 2000, Canadian Association of 
Social Workers, Canadian Federation of 
University Women, Canadian Public Health 
Association, Canadian Labour Congress, 
Canadian Nurses Association, Canadian 
Union of Public Employees, Food Banks 
Canada, Food Secure Canada, Freedom 
90 Union, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, Public 
Service Alliance of Canada, Right to Hous-
ing Coalition and YWCA of Canada.

A copy of the Plan is available for down-
load at: http://www.cwp-csp.ca/wp-con-
tent/uploads/2015/02/DignityForAll_Re-
port-English-FINAL.compressed.pdf

Dignity for All shares its vision of a poverty-free and more 
socially secure and cohesive Canada with local stakeholders

By Shaun Loney

By some estimates, health care expen-
ditures will account for about 80 percent of 
provincial program spending by 2030. This 
means fewer dollars for other priorities.  
With a problem this big, it’s important to get 
the diagnosis right.

Many on the right would have us be-
lieve that it’s our public health care system 
causing expenditures to increase, but that’s 
nothing more than a corporate fantasy.  It’s 
been well documented that public delivery 
is far more efficient than the private alterna-
tive.  

The appropriate response to Canada’s 
health care spending woes is to adopt a 
Social Determinants of Health (SDH) ap-
proach to delivering health care. Along with 
housing, education and income, food secu-
rity is an important SDH. In fact, we have 
now reached the point where 75 percent 
of health care dollars are spent on treating 
diseases (heart, cancer, stroke, diabetes) 
where poor diet is the major risk factor.  

The Canadian Diabetes Association 
predicts the annual direct costs incurred by 
governments to treat diabetes in Canada 
will soon exceed $3 billion and when add-
ing in cost to employers in sick time, health 
insurance premiums and costs incurred by 
patients, this number balloons to $13.8 bil-
lion.   

We need a three pronged approach to 
taking pressure off our health care system 

in Canada.  
  

1. Poverty and Public Health
Poverty is all about taking away the 

ability to make choices.  So it is not surpris-
ing that income levels (another SDH) are 
a good predictor of poor health as good, 
healthy food is more expensive than high 
carb and high sugar options.  According to 
Statistics Canada, the highest proportion of 
obese people live in the Northwest Territo-
ries, at 33.7 percent – much higher than the 
20 percent national average.  And obesity 
rates are shockingly high in Canada’s Ab-
original community at 37.8 percent.

According to a 2011 study by the Ca-
nadian Institute for Health Information and 
the Public Health Agency of Canada, gov-
ernment policy could prevent obesity in 
160,000 Canadians just by shifting   low-in-
come Canadians to a higher income group.  
Measures to do this include implementing 
a Guaranteed Annual Income, raising the 
minimum wage to $15 an hour and increas-
ing partnerships with social enterprises 
who hire people with little or no access to 
the labour market. Other SDHs would im-
prove as well.

In 1972 the government of Canada 
and the government of Manitoba began a 
research study that provided everyone in 
Dauphin, Manitoba a guaranteed annual 
income.  One positive benefit of the experi-
ment is that hospitalization visits fell by 8 
percent.

2.  Community Public Health and 
Health Care Spending

Community health advocates have 
long made the argument that investments 
in public health disease prevention and 
health promotion will result in decreased 
pressure on our health system.  Some 
studies show that increases in local pub-
lic health spending will achieve 27 times 
more bang for the buck than clinical and 
pharmaceutical interventions, yet, only a 
small proportion of investment is made by 
federal and provincial/territorial govern-
ments in ‘upstream’ public health func-
tions.  

3.  Health Care Spending and our Food 
System

There is consensus in some groups 
that there’s nothing we can do about the 
food system because people will eat what 
they want.  However, the University of 
Winnipeg has transformed their food sys-
tem by contracting with Diversity Foods, a 
Winnipeg based social enterprise.  In turn 
Diversity buys over 50 percent of its food 
from three dozen small, sustainable farm-
ers.  This food is unprocessed, fresh and 
healthy.  If Manitoba’s publically funded 
institutions adopted this model for just 20 
percent of the food sold on campus, there 
would be an additional 300 healthy food 
producing farms contributing to the local 
economy.   

The cost of treating diabetes on Mani-

toba’s First Nations is tremendous. Using 
start-up funds equal to the costs of treat-
ing just one dialysis patient for three years, 
the Garden Hill First Nation in Manitoba is 
plowing new ground by starting a farm the 
size of a large shopping centre to tackle its 
diabetes crisis head on. Making sure peo-
ple have access to healthy food is the first 
step in preventing illness.

The Public Health Agency of Canada 
also estimates that getting those who eat 
virtually no fruits and vegetables to eat 
the minimally recommended five servings 
daily could result in lowering the number of 
obese Canadians by 360,000.   This sug-
gests a complete rethink of the Federal 
government’s Nutrition North Canada sub-
sidy program that favours large corporate 
food chains that sell mostly unhealthy food.  

We need a serious discussion about 
health in this country, which would include 
increasing incomes for low income Canadi-
ans, investing in preventative public health 
measures, and supporting the local and 
healthy food movements.  

We should get on with it.  Doctor’s or-
ders.

See more at: https://www.policyalternatives.ca/
publications/commentary/focus-food-take-pres-
sure-health-care-system#sthash.Y5zkq75J.dpuf

Focus on food to take pressure off health care system
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CENTRAL SAANICH RESIDENTS ARE 
invited to attend regular neighbourhood 
gatherings, held every Friday night at 7 pm 
at Spelt’s Coffee Shop, 7586 East Saa-
nich Road, in Saanichton. Share stories, 
books, talk politics and enjoy hot coffee. 
Nothing is taboo. No pretentiousness, no 
meeting agenda...just a chance to chat 
with neighbours and build community. 
Call 250-652-8228 for further information.

THE VICTORIA LABOUR COUNCIL rep-
resenting affiliated unions in the Greater 
Victoria area, holds its regular monthly 
meetings at 7 pm on the 3rd Wednesday 
each month at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 
2994 Douglas Street, Victoria. All delgates 
are welcome to come to meet their execu-
tive, president Mike Eso, treasurer, Stan 
Dzbik, and secretary Michael Maloney.

WOMEN IN BLACK invite you to join them 
in their monthly vigil to remember Hiroshina 
and Nagasaki and call on all Canadians 
and people globallly to work for peace and 
disarmament. All those who support our 
goals are welcome. For further  informa-
tion, contact bbcf@bbcf.ca.
 best medicine, by joining us for a special 
comedy show supporting mental health.

COOL AID INVITES YOU TO COME TO-
Medicated: A Cool Night of Comedy” fea-
tures headliner Mike MacDonald, host Mark 
Robertson, and comedians Melanie Rose 
and Paul Oppers. The $20 ticket price sup-
ports Cool Aid’s REES Program. Join us 
Tuesday, October 13 at 8 pm, at Heckler’s 
Bar & Grill, 123 Gorge Road East. Informa-
tion at CoolAid.org or 250-381-1312.                                                                                                       

Calendar of coming events
THE SIDNEY CONCERT BAND invites 
one and all to our 4th annual Remembrance 
Day concert, “A Salute to Our Veterans” on 
Sunday, November 8th at 2:30 PM in the 
Charlie White Theatre, Mary Winspear 
Centre, Sidney, BC. Under the direction of 
conductor Rob Bannister, the band will per-
form a musical tribute to our veterans with 
a variety of memorable tunes, marches and 
vocal numbers. In addition, we welcome 
the return of the Saanich Peninsula Pipe 
Band to round out the program. Current 
and former serving members are encour-
aged to wear their medals. Tickets are $15 
each and available at the Mary Winspear 
Box Office (250) 656-0275. 

A FEDERAL ELECTION will take 
place on Monday, October 19. 

By Ron Duffy

The leaders are moving to the front of 
the March to the Future. Bernie Sanders 
and Elizabeth Warren in the United States; 
Tom Mulcair in Canada; Jeremy Corbyn in 
the United Kingdom. They may not all be 
household names, but they have raised 
their banners high in their respective coun-
tries, and masses of the Disaffected are lin-
ing up behind them in thousands.

Who are these leaders?
Bernie Sanders is the junior Senator 

from Vermont. Don’t let the word “junior”’ 
mislead you. Sanders will be 74 come Sep-
tember, the longest-serving independent 
in US congressional history. He is an un-
likely American politician. He champions 
gay rights. He looks to a future without Wall 
Street greed and rampant income inequal-
ity. He voted against the invasion of Iraq. 

The US Supreme Court threw open the 
door and allowed misplaced power to rush 
into US elections by announcing their Citi-
zens United decision on 21 January 2010. 
This decision allowed corporations and 
billionaires to spend unlimited amounts of 
money in American elections. Even before 
the door was fully open, Sanders predicted 
the disastrous effects that same day. “This 
ruling will give control of the political pro-
cess in the United States to the wealthiest 
and most powerful institutions in the world 
and the candidates who support their agen-
da.” 

He backed up his statement in a speech 
on 29 May 2015: “At a time when millions 
of American workers have seen declines in 
their incomes and are working longer hours 
for lower wages, the wealth of the billion-
aire class is soaring in a way that few can 
imagine.” 

Sanders’ position is that Americans 
have had enough of dynasties, scandals, 
wars, and Wall Street corruption, and his 
message is resonating loudly across the 
country. As he has become better known 
his favourable rating among Americans 
has doubled since Gallup’s initial reading 
in March, rising to 24% from 12%. He and 
Hillary Clinton are virtually tied in terms of 
net electability, polling at 30 percent and 32 
percent respectively.

Standing shoulder to shoulder with Ber-
nie Sanders is Elizabeth Warren, a Demo-
crat, and Massachusetts’ first female sena-
tor. A natural-born orator, Warren is not 
running for President, but she makes sure 
that those who are—in particular Hillary 
Clinton—adhere to her agenda of revers-
ing income inequality and beating back the 
influence of corporate power in politics. 

Warren believes that when it comes to 
economic policy, there is a Wall Street view 
and a Main Street view, and Democrats 
must choose sides. “I think it’s important 
to hold Wall Street accountable,” she told 
Ryan Lizza of The New Yorker. 

“Some of the biggest financial institu-
tions in this country developed a business 
model around cheating American fami-
lies, and they put out the riskiest possible 
products. They sold mortgages that were 
like grenades with the pins pulled out, and 
then they packaged up those risks and 
sold them to pension plans and municipal 

governments, groups that did not intend to 
buy high-risk financial products. That’s how 
Wall Street blew up the American economy. 
That’s a genuine threat, and that’s worth 
paying attention to.” 

Few presidential candidates since Wil-
liam McKinley have had more personal, 
financial, and political connections to Amer-
ica’s wealthiest people than Hillary Clinton. 
If Warren’s supporters aren’t as spectacu-
larly wealthy as Clinton’s, together—as 
Barack Obama proved in 2008—they can 
give more than enough to fund a winning 
campaign. And her supporters are growing 
in number. She is riding a groundswell of 
popular support that continues to rise. A re-
cent poll voted her the “hottest” American 
politician, but she remains adamant in her 
determination not to run for President in 
next year’s election.

Tom Mulcair grew up in a Montreal sub-
urb as the second-oldest of 10 children in a 
family with Irish roots and Catholic faith, a 
combination not unusual in the province of 
Quebec. Mulcair, a bilingual lawyer, ran for 
the New Democratic Party (NDP) in a by-
election in Montreal’s Outremont, a long-
time Liberal stronghold, in the summer of 
2007. In the previous year’s election, the 
NDP’s candidate had taken 17 percent of 
the vote in the riding; Mulcair won it with 
48 percent. 

As the NDP Member of Parliament for 
the Montreal riding of Outremont, he beat 
out six other candidates in the 2012 leader-
ship race to replace the dynamic Jack Lay-
ton who had died the summer before. 

A social democratic party, the NDP has 
formed the government in several provinces 
but never nationally. In 2011 the party had a 
historic electoral breakthrough and became 
the official Opposition in Parliament for the 
first time. In domestic affairs, the NDP is 
committed to a moderate form of socialism 
and a mixed economy. It favours govern-
ment planning and public ownership, where 
necessary to provide jobs and services. 

The NDP has always been a vigorous 
exponent of such measures as universal 
medical care, old-age pensions, workers’ 
compensation, and employment insurance 
as a means to reduce class inequalities. 
It has called for national dental-care and 
child-care programmes; favoured higher 
taxes on corporations and the rich; and rec-
ommended increased government expen-
ditures to expand social services. The NDP 
supports social spending, universal health-
care, gender equality and equal rights for 
all minorities. 

As NDP leader, Tom Mulcair has re-
peated his intention to introduce a $15-a-
day universal day-care program, to be paid 
for in part by increasing corporate taxes to 
something closer to the G7 average. That 
would mean a hike of as much as 4.5 per-
centage points from the current 15 percent. 

Mulcair is not afraid of battle. His fight-
ing spirit and “Irish temper” are what has 
marked him throughout his history as a law-
yer and a Quebec cabinet minister, right up 
to the NDP race. 

In recent years, the federal NDP, under 
Layton and Mulcair, targeted the big banks 
and fees charged to consumers. As the of-
ficial political voice of labour, the NDP has 

encouraged trade-union organization. 
Now that the 2015 election campaign in 

Canada is officially underway the NDP lead 
over the Conservatives has widened to a 
crushing 11-points, a sign that Tom Mul-
cair’s party is poised to make major gains, 
possibly even forming a minority govern-
ment. 

The biggest, unforeseen surprise in Ca-
nadian politics in 2015 was the NDP win in 
Alberta after four decades of unshakeable 
Conservative power in that province. 

After suffering a traumatizing defeat to 
David Cameron’s Conservatives in the May 
general election, Labour leader Ed Miliband 
resigned. Four candidates have stepped up 
to replace him. One is the surprise candi-
date: the Labour outsider, Jeremy Corbyn.

Corbyn says he wants to give members 
a “proper” left-wing choice. An activist at a 
young age—he is now 66—Corbyn was in 
his early 30s when he became MP for Is-
lington North in 1983, a seat he has held 
ever since, and won again last time with a 
thundering 21,000-vote majority. 

Famously one of Labour’s most hard-
left MPs, he campaigns on human rights 
abroad and anti-austerity issues at home, 
voting against the Iraq war, ID cards and in-
creasing tuition fees. He says there should 
be more nationalization and a £10 mini-
mum wage. On the economy, he opposes 
the policies of austerity, which “clearly ben-

efit only the very rich at the expense of the 
majority, whose living standards have fallen 
since the financial crash of 2008.” 

The veteran left-wing MP headed the 
field in polls and nominations, attracting 
thousands of young people to the party and 
packed public meetings across the country. 
As a result he was handily voted in as the 
new Leader of the UK Labour Party.

 As he himself concedes, it’s a political 
insurgency that was waiting for something 
to latch on to—and that something has 
turned out to be him. 

As the Nobel prize-winning economist 
and anti-austerity advocate Paul Krugman 
put it, when Labour supporters refuse to ac-
cept a failed austerity ideology, they aren’t 
“moving left”, they’re “refusing to follow a 
party elite that has decided to move sharply 
to the right”.

Sanders, Warren, Mulcair and Corbyn  
might fail in their endeavours. Winning is 
not the issue. What is important for the fu-
ture is that they have all appealed to and 
aroused a large public following, against 
the odds and against the expectations of 
the reigning elite and their corporate back-
ers. 

The clarion call has sounded. The 
March to the Future has started. 

Left… Left…. Left…
A revolution is coming.

A revolution to come

Your meeting notices 
could be here too. 
Email them to the 

editor at 
dale_young@telus.

 VANCOUVER-- A new report from the 
Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives of-
fers a reality check on government claims 
about massive job creation to come from a 
BC-based LNG industry. 

As recently as the week of July 20, 
Premier Christy Clark stated that the Pa-
cific NorthWest LNG project headed by 
Petronas would create 4,500 jobs, and that 
the LNG industry as a whole would create 
100,000 jobs. 

LNG and Employment in BC reviews 
LNG proponents’ own employment esti-
mates, and finds them to be substantially 
lower than government claims. 

“In its submission to BC’s Environmen-
tal Assessment process, Petronas esti-
mates that about 3,500 workers would be 
required at ‘peak construction,’” says report 
author and CCPA Senior Economist Marc 
Lee. “After a short construction period, 
however, the plant will only employ 200 to 
300 full-time permanent workers.” 

Such job numbers are consistent with 
Australia’s LNG experience. Australia is 
well ahead of BC in the race to get LNG to 
world markets. 

So where does that 100,000 number 
come from? First appearing in the February 
2013 pre-election Speech from the Throne, 
the figure was based on a report from con-
sultancy Grant Thornton, commissioned 
by the government just weeks before the 
speech. 

Grant Thornton (GT) points out in the 
disclaimer for its report that all the data it 
used came from the government itself. GT 
also used the government’s input-output 
model of the BC economy. 

“There was no reason to hire GT aside 
from creating an appearance of indepen-
dent analysis,” says Lee. 

Some specific problems with the analy-
sis include the unlikely assumption that five 
LNG plants will be built; over-estimation of 
jobs per plant vs real-world comparators; 
and undisclosed assumptions about LNG 
facilities. The paper also reviews many 
problematic features of input-output mod-
eling, which is often used to justify mega-
projects. 

“According to the GT study, 2,400 LNG 
jobs – already an overstatement – will cre-
ate 72,800 new jobs elsewhere in the econ-
omy,” says Lee. “This is simply unbeliev-
able and contrary to the dynamics of any 
industry anywhere.” 

The paper also reviews the growing use 
of “fly in, fly out” (FIFO) workers in major 
resource projects, noting that there is no 
guarantee that these jobs will go to British 
Columbians, and local economic benefits 
may be muted. 

Lee emphasizes that there are not just 
two choices – LNG development or status 
quo – particularly in the face of climate 
change, which Clark herself has highlight-
ed in recent comments on BC wildfires and 
the creation of a new Climate Leadership 
Team. 

“BC could play a climate leadership role 
again by creating new jobs in transporta-
tion, building retrofits, clean energy and 
zero waste – all areas that will lower our 
greenhouse gas emissions, unlike LNG

Readers may access the report at policyalterna-
tives.ca/BC-LNG-jobs 

Government claims of LNG jobs grossly overstated, 
not supported by companies’ own numbers
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MLA COMMUNITY OFFICES

Cowichan Valley Community Of-
fice, Bill Routley: MLA, 273 Trunk  
Road, Duncan, BC, or PO Box 599, Duncan, BC, 
V9L 3X9, phone 250-715-0127, toll free 1-877-
715-0127, fax 250-715-0139, email bill.routley.
mla@leg.bc.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads Community Office, 
Maurine Karagianis, MLA: A5-100  Aldersmith 
Place, View Royal, BC, V9A 7M8, phone 250-
479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
gan, MLA, 122-2806 Jacklin Road, Victoria, BC 
V9B 5A4, phone 250-391-2801, fax 250-391-
2804, email john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Saanich South Community Office, Lana Po-
pham, MLA: 4085 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC, 
v8 1K5, email lana.popham.mla@leg.bc.ca, or 
visit  website at www.saanichsouth.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands Community 
Office, Gary Holman, MLA., 2393 Beacon Ave-
nue, Sidney, BC , phone: 250 655-5711, toll-free: 
1-855 955-5711, fax: 250 655-7398, email gary.
holman.mla.leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Jean Crowder, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email crowder1A@@parl.gc.ca.

Nanaimo-Cowichan Community Office, Jean 
Crowder, MP, 101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, 
BC, V9L 1P1, email jean@jeancrowder.ca or 
visit her website at www.jeancrowder.ca.

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Juan de Fuca Community Of-
fice, Randall Garrison, MP, A2-1000 Aldersmith 
Place, Victoria, BC, V9A 7M8, open 10 am-4 pm, 
Monday-Thursday or by appointment. Phone 
250-405-4550; fax 250-405-4568. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 1P0, or contact presi-
dent Deb Foster, at 250-510-0544 or by  email at 
deb.foster21@gmail.com, or email cowichanval-
ley.NDP@shaw.ca.

Esquimalt-Royal Roads New Democrats:
Write Box 231, 110-174  Wilson Street, Victoria, 
BC, V9A 7N7 or email esquimaltroyalroads@
gmail.com.

Juan de Fuca New Democrats: Phone presi-
dent Sharon Wilkinsn at 250-478-5907 or email 
her at sawilkinson@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Keith Todd at 250-598-8039 or 
by email at keith.todd@shaw.bc.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
emrogers@uvic.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
President Marilyn Callahan.
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
President Trish Richards at victoriaswanlak-
endp@gmail.com or write PO Box 282, 1681 
Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke New Democrats: 
Contact president Jared Butcher at 778-676-
4033. or email him at jared.butcher2010@gmail.
com or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Admirals 
Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Cowichan -Malahat-Langford New Democrats 
(formerly Nanaimo-Cowichan): Contact presi-
dent Anne Balding at 250-710-0351 or email her 
at a.balding@hotmail.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Contact 
co-president Nox Gyes Edith Loring-Kuhanga, at
4169 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC V8X 1L3, or 
by phone at 250-881-1212, or by email at loring-
kuhanga@gmail.com, or by email to  ndpsaan-
ichgulfislands@gmail.com or Irene Wright (Gulf 
Islands) by phone/fax at 250-537-5347, or email 
to aiwright@telus.net.. See also Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/SaanichGulfIslands 
or website: http://alturl.com/ofyb8.

Victoria New Democrats: To contact president 
Deb Foster, 250-510-0544, write to PO Box 
8383, Victoria, BC   V8W 3R9 or visit their web-
site at www.victoriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
778-679-2943 or email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: 203-
391 Tyee Road, Victoria, BC V9A 0A9. Info@
victoriacouncilofcanadians.ca and www.victoria-
councilofcanadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Cool Aid Society: www.CoolAid.org; phone 
250-383-1977: Building homes, lives and com-
munity. Cool Aid creates opportunities for people 
who are homeless or living in poverty. We make 
a difference through housing, health care, sup-
port and emergency shelters. Founded in 1968, 
Cool Aid helps over 9,000 people in the Capital 
Region every year, at 14 locations in Langford, 
Victoria and Saanich. The Society’s major new 
campaign is “Help End Homelessness”, to build 
an additional 360 apartments for people in the 
community who have no home.

Ecojustice: 214-131 Water Street, Vancouver, 
BC, V6B 4M3, phone 1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 

Sharlene Patterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 
courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors’ Advocacy Services (Seniors Entitle-
ment Service), sponsored by the Greater Vic-
toria Seniors (OAPO) organization and located 
at the Blanshard Community Centre, 901 Kings 
Rd, (Kings and Dowler Streets), close to the #4 
and #6 buses on Quadra St.  Service is free to 
seniors 55+ in Greater Victoria.  Normally open 
on Mondays & Thursdays from 9-3 pm and 
Wednesdays from 9-12 noon.  We will be closed 
for summer break from July 15 to August 19.  For 
more information please phone 250-388-7696.

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.net.; 
Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, Kim 
Manotn, secretary Michael Maloney...

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and dis-
cussion — including just about the entire range of 
what passes for the Left in Canada. A few years 
ago we adopted the banner “a magazine for peo-
ple who want to change the world”. That’s still 
a good summary of who we are. Subscriptions 
from $29.99. See http://canadiandimension.com 
for more information.Or contact them by mail at 
Canadian Dimension, 2E-91 Albert Street, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R3B 1G5, or by phone at 204-
957-1519 or oll-ree: 1-800-737-7051.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by most labour organizations and 
other supporters of working people. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased at 
Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Infoshop, 
Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and Mun-
ro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and Re-
ceive an email notice when a new issue is online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP socialist 
caucus, is published for each federal and Ontario 
provincial convention. It is written and edited and 
by SC supporters but also includes articles by 
and interviews with progressive activists from 

outside the NDP as well. Download the paper at 
www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 
magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.com is a democratic 
socialist tabloid newspaper published in Victoria, 
BC, four  or five times a year.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

http://pacificfreepress.com

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices in Canada.

http://socialcoast.org

http://socialenvironmentalalliance.word-
press.com

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.
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