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Interview by Sue Stroud

Q. So many things need repair in this prov-
ince, do you think your team has the skills 
and experience to fix what’s broken?

John Horgan:  Absolutely, (laughs) I do! I 
am very excited about the diverse and rep-
resentative candidates we’ve been able to 
recruit from across BC, although I’ll agree 
that the challenges are far more daunting 
than they were after 2013. Four more years 
of Liberal neglect of services and affordabil-
ity have made things even more difficult in 
every corner of BC.  I and my colleagues 
are committed to turning that around and 
we know that can only happen if we are 
able to form a majority government.

Q. What do you think about when you think 
about being Premier? Who do you think 
about?

JH: I think about my Mom, I think about how 
I was raised to help people who needed 
help as we were helped when we needed 
it. I think about all of the people’s lives I can 
affect positively from the position of leading 
a compassionate government that wants to 
work for everybody.

Q. We heard the other night from a First 
Nations leader at a meeting with Gary Hol-
man and George Heyman who asked why 
they should trust the NDP and why they 
should believe that the NDP is going to be 
any different than anybody else?

JH: Well the NDP under Mike Harcourt 
was instrumental in kick-starting the treaty 
process. Although we’ve come a distance 
from that now, the results of the treaty pro-
cess have not been as comprehensive as 
we would have all hoped, First Nations and 
non-First Nations alike. 

We were also the first to officially recognize 
rights and title as a government and that’s 
been confirmed by the Supreme Court. The 
Chilcotin Decision has confirmed that ab-
original title exists not just in law, but in real-
ity. There’s some math that can be referred 
to and that will be the template for other Na-
tions across the province. 

I’ve spoken with all three major umbrella 
groups, the Assembly of First Nations, the 
Summit and the Union of BC Indian Chiefs 
and I’ve made it clear that we support Chil-
cotin, we support the Calls for Action of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and 
that we will implement the United Nations 
Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous 
People. All of those are things that the cur-
rent government will not fully embrace, so 
I think First Nations absolutely should be 
skeptical of promises made after the treat-
ment they have received since European 
expansion. 

I’m committed as a British Columbian born 
and raised and as an Islander who grew up 
playing lacrosse with kids from Tsartlip and 
representing proudly the three Nations on 
the west coast of the Island, the Scia’new 

John Horgan: A Leader for the People

at Beecher Bay, Tsawout and the Pacheed-
aht. The leadership there know and respect 
me and I respect them. 

I’m going to do my best to deliver for First 
Nations more than others have done in the 
past. I just don’t want to be arrogant about it 
because it’s not going to be easy, but we’re 
coming from a place that is far superior to 
the place the Liberals are coming from.

Q. We’re seeing a lot of racism and anti-
immigrant sentiment that seems to be on 
the rise, how do we go about fixing that 
problem?

JH: Well you can’t legislate what people 
think, but you can stand up to intolerance 
and hate wherever you find it. I’m the son of 
an immigrant, my father came from Ireland 
to make a better life for himself in Canada. 
Beyond our First Nations people, all of us 
are the result of immigration.

Canada has been built and is as diverse and 

multicultural as any country on the planet 
because of tolerance and acceptance and 
I believe that’s the mainstream. When we 
see minority views of hate and intolerance 
coming forward we need to speak out. 

We’re also going to reinstate the BC Hu-
man Rights Commission--we’re the only 
province that doesn’t have a Human Rights 
Commission--not just so that citizens can 
go there to ensure their rights are protect-
ed, but as a tool to educate those who are 
coming and those who have been here for 
a long time that fundamental human rights 
are respected and cherished in British Co-
lumbia. 

Q. How can the province help control the 
housing sprawl on the Agricultural Land Re-
serve?

JH: The Agricultural Land Commission 
is under great pressure to remove lands; 
that’s what they do all day every day. But 
I also have been to visit some agricultural 

sites where amendments have been given 
for alternative energy, for example, us-
ing digesters to create energy from waste 
products like manure and so I think that the 
Commission has to ensure that the activity 
on agricultural land is focused on agricul-
tural production, but it’s not just the grow-
ing of beets and carrots. Greenhouses for 
example on rocky outcrops are acceptable, 
but there can be other uses like alternative 
energy and so on.

I appreciate the challenges, but when it 
comes to urban sprawl I think people are 
pretty resolute about that. They don’t want 
to see agricultural land alienated for resi-
dential construction.

Q. What do you see as your biggest task 
right now? 

JH: I’m focusing on recruiting good can-
didates and on exciting the membership 
about how life can be better. This is not as 
good as it gets; there is a better way and 
that’s the New Democrat way where we’re 
focused on people rather than wealthy do-
nors. The Liberals have been singularly fo-
cused on meeting the needs of the people 
writing them cheques. So certainly among 
the first things I am going to do is get big 
money out of politics. 

Q. Many people are frightened about 
changes to the way they earn a living with 
the loss of resource jobs, forestry for ex-
ample. What can we do about that?

JH: It’s an enormous challenge. We see 
our rural communities being depopulated 
by the Liberals, 130 mills have closed on 
their watch and some 30,000 fewer people 
are working in forestry, for example. Cer-
tainly rural and resource communities are 
concerned about that, but they are also 
adapting and innovating. 

What we need to see is aggressive silvi-
culture making sure we’re out there plant-
ing the trees for the next generations, but 
also that we are adding as much value as 
we possibly can for every tree that falls and 
that’s just not happening with BC Liberals; 
raw log exports have never been as high as 
they are now. 

We need to ensure that the surplus test 
for logs--the standard by which we export-
-is tighter and that we’re not sending logs 
away when there’s a manufacturing op-
portunity for them here. The Liberals seem 
disinterested in that because the large ten-
ure holders like it this way, but I know the 
forests belong to all British Columbians and 
they should be managed and stewarded for 
all British Columbians.

Q. Final thoughts?

JH: This election is an opportunity to vote 
for a government that puts people at the 
centre of the equation rather than the 
wealthy and well-connected. It’s also an 
opportunity to bring forward electoral re-

NDP Leader John Horgan, in conversation
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Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke New Democrats!

Watch for an announcement of our 

2017 Annual General Meeting

to be held in June

Please volunteer your time to help elect 
your local B.C. NDP candidate!

form and also democratic reform using our 
institutions more effectively. 

Our seat of government is in Victoria and 
yet the Liberals increasingly, certainly un-
der Gordon Campbell, but now as a fine art 
under Christy Clark, spend less and less 
time in our Legislature working with the 
public service which is largely housed in 
Victoria. 

That leads to a lack of connection between 
the government and those that are direct-
ing government operations. I certainly want 
to change that. I’m a Victorian born and 
raised, the capital city of BC is Victoria and 
I’m going to be focussing on that. 

The challenges of our Crown Corporations 
is another thing.  ICBC, BC Hydro and one 
very  important for us on the Islands, BC 
Ferries, have been mismanaged or not 
managed effectively. The choices that have 
been made in those Crowns have not been 
in the interests of those that they serve, but 
rather the interests of the government of 
the day. It’s time to turn that around.

John Horgan:  A Leader 
for the People, from page 1

By Sue Stroud

Gary Holman and George Heyman 
presented the BC NDP’s Climate Action 
Plan in Sidney March 15.

“Site C is the silliest and largest mega-
project ever undertaken in BC, drowning 
tens of thousands of acres of farmland and 
First Nations traditional lands. For what? 
We don’t know. It’s unclear who will buy 
the power. Christy Clark says Alberta will, 
but Alberta hasn’t shown any interest,” said 
Gary Holman, NDP MLA for Saanich North 
& the Islands.

“You have to ask two fundamental 
questions about this project, 1) do we need 
this energy? and 2) is this the best way to 
go about delivering it?”

If elected the BC NDP will submit both 
Site C and the NDP’s own Climate Action 
Plan to the BC Utilities Commission for 
scrutiny.  “BCUC is the public watchdog. 
Submitting plans to them is the correct pro-
cess to guarantee scientific and economic 
viability exist and a project is not just a 
boondoggle to satisfy corporate donors, “ 
said Holman.

The BC NDP Climate Action Plan has 
been commended by the Pembina Insti-
tute, DeSmog Blog and the David Suzuki 
Foundation among others. It addresses the 
most significant environmental issue in the 
world today in a way that assists citizens 
and businesses taking action.

The revenue incrementally generated 
by the plan will be re-invested into the de-
velopment of renewables, transit, retrofits, 
etc.  It will also address social justice issues 
with a dividend to most moderate and all 
low income households. Eighty per cent of 
households will receive a rebate with 50 
per cent of those receiving an amount in 
excess of their energy costs. “People will 
be better off than they are now,” said Hol-
man.

“The top 20% of income earners gener-

ally have the largest carbon footprint and 
were getting back the biggest rebates,” 
said George Heyman, BC NDP Spokesper-
son for the Environment, “the carbon tax 
has been frozen for seven years. Good in-
tiatives were taken at first, under Campbell, 
but you can’t live on someone else’s lau-
rels for six years and do nothing as Christy 
Clark has done.”

Heyman continued, “Clark set up a Cli-
mate Leadership Team to decide the next 
steps that would be taken to reduce BC’s 
carbon rate. She thought they would fail; 
she told them they could make recom-
mendations but they had to leave room for 
LNG. But they didn’t fail, they presented 
the government with 32 recommendations 
most of which the government proceeded 
to ignore.”

“The Team had noted that the recom-
mendations were interlocked and would not 
be effective if taken apart, but the govern-
ment chose to ignore that warning,” said 
Heyman. “Instead of beginning reductions 
in 2018, the government set a target date 
of 2050, 34 years in the future and nowhere 
near the 80% reduction that is needed.”

Heyman explained that the BCNDP’s 
plan will set sectoral targets of 30% for 
transportation, 30% for industry and 50% 
for the built environment (homes and office 
buildings). In addition he said we recognize 
that it doesn’t help to charge the cement in-
dustry or any other business a carbon tax if 
you are not also helping them compete so 
they don’t have to shut down.”

“We want to be clean renewable energy 
leaders in BC because leadership brings 
economic advantage. The NDP plan starts 
with a lower target, but will adopt all of the 
recommendations of the Climate Leader-
ship Team and therefore we’ll need better 
regulations in place, Tzeporah Berman 
calls them ‘smart regulations’ and they are 
what make the plan work,” said Heyman.

He explained that BC won’t need Site 
C if it has aggressive conservation, effi-
ciency and retrofits. In addition productiv-
ity increases when people work in healthier 
buildings and the plan will create well-paid, 
skilled jobs for every community in BC.  
Heyman added, “We can improve Rev-
elstoke dam adding the planned-for sixth 
turbine; solar and wind power are both be-
coming cheaper than other forms of power; 
we can increase transit all over the province 
and we will increase the provincial contribu-
tion to transit improvements on the Lower 
Mainland to 40% of the total cost.

“We will be able to protect industries 
from competitors who have no emissions 
restrictions; we can’t treat foreign competi-
tors differently, but we can treat them the 
same,” said Heyman.

Tseycum’s Vern Jacks stressed the 
need to look after the pollution that has 
destroyed delicate clams and oysters from 
the sea. “Run-off from farms has harmed 
our traditional livelihood,” he said, “We 
are always promised action, but we won-
der when it will happen? Some people are 
celebrating a 150th birthday, but we were 
healthy until the first boat people came to 
these shores bringing disease, disruption 
and pollution. Work with us,” he urged,” be 
on the same level with us, you don’t know 
about our territory, the Saanich Inlet study 
felt good because we were included, you 

have the technology, but we have the his-
tory.”

An interesting discussion ensued with 
representatives from the BCSEA comment-
ing on the need for networking with organi-
zations and for government to provide both 
sticks and carrots to create change.

Eric Doherty from the Better Transit Alli-
ance of Greater Victoria suggested moving 
$ billion per year from highways to transit to 
reduce emissions.

Heyman responded by noting that the 
BC NDP will work with First Nations as 
they did on the recent oil spill in Bella Bel-
la where MLA Jennifer Rice was on hand 
throughout and leader John Horgan came 
up to see for himself both the damage and 

the clean-up efforts.
It won’t do, Heyman said, to make 

speech after speech without also having 
democratic reform to make change in the 
system so other voices can be heard and 
committees can function properly.

“There will be many supports for local 
governments to help make the changes we 
need, but we will not go running into the 
election claiming ‘we have all the answers’. 
We will work with people, we will make sure 
appointees are giving good untainted ad-
vice to government.”

“We are the big tent and everyone is 
welcome and included as we make the 
changes this province needs,” Heyman 
concluded.

A Plan for Climate Action presented in Sidney

A large audience listens attentively as Saanich North and the Islands MLA Gary Hol-
man presents the BC NDP’s Climate Action Plan.

On the right, MLA George Heyman, the BC NDP’s spokesman for the environment 
joins MLA Gary Holman, to say, “We are the big tent and everyone is welcome and 
included as we make the changes this province needs.”

Join Team Horgan 
and 

the Langford-Juan de Fuca Campaign    

Visit our office at 114 - 2806 Jacklin Road

     Would you like to volunteer? Take a sign?

      Call us at 250-915-7376

     Authorized by Kathy Palmer, Financial Agent, 250-915-7376
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An enthusiastic NDP nomination meet-
ing was held for three south island constitu-
encies on Sunday, February 5, in the Main 
Hall at the Saanich Fairgrounds.

Elder Vern Jacks from Tseycum wel-
comed the assembly with a prayer, and 
asked that people come to understand 
each other, work with each other, and trust 
each other.   “We must first have trust if 
we’re going to work together on First Na-
tions issues,” he declared.

Jacks also brought greetings from Elder 
Paul Sam Senior, from Tsawout.   

Introducing each of the three candi-
dates, Carole James, MLA for Victoria-
Beacon Hill, said that “All three know how 
to stand up for us and in the case of Bryce, 
the wildlife as well.”   

BC NDP leader John Horgan vigorously 
asserted, “We need an economy that works 
for everyone, not just the wealthy and the 
well connected.  That’s what we all deserve 
and that’s what we’re going to get.  We’ve 
got a lot of work to do and we’re ready to do 
it …  Why can’t we have $10/day day care?  
Why can’t we have a climate action plan 
that sees emissions go down?  We need to 
think seven generations ahead, not seven 
minutes ahead.  We’re a grass roots party 
with empathy and compassion … it’s time 
for regular people to be in charge again.  
Our job is to connect with mainstream val-
ues—the Liberals are on the margin, not 
us.” 

Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Rob Fleming 
made the fundraising appeal “to pay for 
John Horgan’s vision”.  He commented that 
“185 people donated $6 million to the Lib-
erals … there would be no investigation if 
Russia contributed to Christy Clark.”   

3 South Island constituencies hold joint nomination meeting

First time candidate Bryce Casavant 
was acclaimed as the NDP candidate for 
Oak Bay-Gordon Head. He is widely known 
for the stand he took when as a BC Con-
servation officer he refused to kill two or-
phaned bear cubs, but he doesn’t want to 
be known solely for saving these cubs. 

Casavant stated that,  “Never before 
has there been such a need for principled 
candidates.”  He referred to the racial and 
religious prejudices that are dividing the 
country south of us; the pipeline push from 
east of us; and our own provincial govern-
ment that caters to elites.  

Casavant has taken on the challenge 
of candidacy to fight for justice on many 
fronts.  

James introduced Lana Popham, two-
term MLA for Saanich South, as “having 
a tireless and fearless passion for agricul-
ture—sometimes stomping into meetings 
in her agricultural boots.” 

Popham said that even when her Ag-
riculture and Food critic’s portfolio was 
changed to Arts, Tourism & Culture, and 
Small Business, she found a way to bring 

First-time candidate Bryce Casavant

Saanich South MLA Lana Popham

Elder Vern Jacks from Tseycum First Nation welcomes the assembly with a prayer.

Victoria-Beacon Hill MLA Carole James does the introductions of the candidates.

agriculture into her critic’s role.  “Agriculture 
and food policy drives me every day.  BC 
food and farmers are worth fighting for—
sustainable agriculture and food systems 
could unlock prosperity in our province, but 
to make the change we’re fighting for, we 
need to be in government.” (Photo #6)

In her introduction of Gary Holman, 
James said that in 2013, “Gary turned Saa-
nich North and the Islands orange for the 

first time in its history, and he has a clear 
record of standing up for his constituents—
improving ferry services, protecting the en-
vironment, and working on the economy.”  

Holman reflected on some of the suc-
cesses he and others had working togeth-
er.  One especially proud achievement was 
helping to procure provincial financing to 
purchase Grace Islet and restore Indig-
enous burial sites.   Looking forward, he 

The candidates get an enthusiastic “thumbs up” from the audience.

said, “We need to protect our agricultural 
land, improve public transit, and build af-
fordable housing.  And as the BCNDP 
spokesperson for democratic reform, I will 
put electoral reform back on the table.” 

Saanich North and the Islands MLA Gary 
Holman

BC NDP Leader John Horgan  asks, 
“Why can’t we have $10 per day day 
care?”

Victoria-Swan Lake MLA Rob Fleming 

Story by Starla Anderson      Photos by Peter Brunette
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As others see it

It’s our opinion

Next month British Columbians will make the most significant decision of this 
century so far. Either we vote as Tommy Douglas said, to build a better world 
or we will face a dark future of inequality, polarization and hopelessness.  If 
we do not change things now and throw out “Todays BC Liberals” we will have 
abandoned hope for a better tomorrow and taken another step in perpetuat-
ing an autocratic elitist dynasty, whose only interest is to entrench the wealth 
and privilege of a chosen few; while the rest of us labour without hope like the 
lower castes in Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World. And the tragedy will be that 
people will have brought it on themselves squandering their votes to the siren 
song of Christy Clark and her circle of plotters and schemers.

Make no mistake – this election is absolutely critical and every progressive 
vote counts like never before. There is one message and one message only.  
Get out and vote and make sure all your family, friends, neighbours and col-
leagues get out and vote with you; for a future which is about justice, honesty, 
decency, equality and environmental sustainability.  In short, get out and vote 
for John Horgan and the NDP because that is our only chance to stop the slide 
into a permanent  right-wing oligarchy  or autocracy. 

Our first-past-the-post party system may not be democratic, but for now it is all 
we have so we have to use it as best we can and vote for a party that is com-
mitted to the well-being of everyone, not just the few who can afford to liter-
ally buy the government they want. Remember Honoré de Balzac’s question, 
“Behind every great fortune lies there a great crime?’’ 
                                                             
John Horgan and the NDP are clear about the money – if they win the election, 
all corporate, union and large personal political donations will cease. Christy 
Clark however has no scruples about receiving huge donations from people 
and corporations who want to buy the government. Belatedly, after the public-
ity surrounding the scandalous amounts of money flowing to her and “Today’s” 
(what happened to yesterdays?) BC Liberals, Clark has said she will look at 
things if the Liberals are re-elected for a fifth term.  

Recent history tells us what that means; precisely nothing!  Yes, you may say, 
but the NDP has also received money for political events.  True, and we all 
wish it didn’t happen but until the NDP is elected to change the system, giving 
up donations and fund raising would allow the Liberals to run a publicity and 
media steam roller over the NDP (and the Greens) during the election cam-
paign.

By broken promises alone the Liberals have forfeited any legitimacy for 
another term. (They don’t govern, they rule, like Donald Trump with his execu-
tive orders.)  Take just one recent event in the Saanich North and the Islands 
constituency.  On March 27, a dedicated long-serving family doctor in Sidney 
retired after nearly 40 years.  Despite exceptional efforts he could not recruit a 
replacement.  The result -- hundreds more people without a doctor in an area 
where thousands of people are already without one. Action by “Todays BC 
Liberals” – Zero!

In 2013, Christy Clark and the Liberals promised “a family doctor for everyone 
by 2015”.    Of course it did not happen, just like so many other promises since 
2001.  Again and again we have been promised community clinics staffed by 
doctors, nurses and other health professionals.  It hasn’t happened and this 
Government has shown repeatedly that it never will on their watch. Instead, 
such a clinic, spearheaded by dedicated doctors was recently established in 
Sidney, with a goal of providing service to 3,000 more patients in 2017.  One 
might think that the Government would be right behind the doctors, providing 
equipment, administrative support, data processing, practice nurses and so on.  
Not a hope!  Instead, a charitable organization, the Saanich Peninsula Primary 
Healthcare Society, dedicated to advancing the interests of patients, is backing 
the clinic to the best of its ability because Christy Clark and her gang will not.

Incredibly, two weeks after the clinic and the doctors were featured in the local 
newspaper an expensive half page advertisement appeared in the same paper 
with big pictures of Health Minister Terry Lake and Liberal candidate Stephen 
Roberts.  It was captioned “Stephen Roberts is passionate about health care 
and knows how important access to excellent healthcare is to our community”.  
In that case, if there is so much passion around, why haven’t his bosses Chris-
ty Clark and Minister Lake done something for the 34% - YES 34% - of the 
Saanich Peninsula residents who are reported not to have a family physician!  
And that is just one story in the ghastly litany of 16 years of failure.    Don’t be 
taken in by the overused word “access” either.  You may have access to a bus 
service, but it doesn’t mean you can get on to the already full and overcrowded 
bus.

Despite failure to provide the health services they promised, the Liberals have 
steadily increased the regressive MSP premiums year after year – the more 
you pay, the less you get.  Mind you, Christy Clark and her entourage have had 
some fun trips overseas and jolly dinners with friends, all at our expense.  But 
the people who can’t find a doctor needn’t expect a rebate on their MSP premi-
ums – to which they are surely entitled.  After all they still have “access”, don’t 
they, if they can traipse round walk-in clinics all day and if the lists are already 
full, afford a taxi to hospital where they will wait a few more hours to see an 
emergency room physician.

So, on Election Day get out and vote for a better future – it’s now or never! 
                                                                  --DJO 

[Ed. note: Lower Island News’ long-time editorial writer David Olsen couldn’t resist returning  for his 
very last editorial. on this very important subject.]      

Watershed or apocalyse -- you decide

By Dale Perkins

Today the mood in my land alternates 
from despair to frantic activism.  The more 
reports and media exposes reveal the lat-
est rants and dictums coming out of the 
mouth and pen of US  President Donald 
Trump, the more frenetic and distraught 
the social outcries and demonstrations. 
Disbelief is now the norm, and sober sec-
ond thoughts a distant memory.  On so 
many fronts, out of so many territories and 
regions the chorus of incredulous murmurs 
are heard – “this can’t be happening”.

But it is happening, and at a torrential 
pace, and so far no one seems capable 
of bridling the “beast”. Should we fight the 
tsunami or simply “hunker down”, pray 
fervently and simply  implore all celestial 
beings out there to come down and make 
everything “more betta”?

In my seven decades (plus) of life I 
cannot remember a time when the mood in 
the land was so bleak. Of course I was too 
young to remember World War 2 (the last 
Great War ... so we were told). And I only 
have fleeting memories of tales told by par-
ents and grandparents about the horrors of 
the so-called “Great Depression”.  

I have lived a sheltered life, but still cur-
rent socio/political reality is frightening me. 
I realize that even when wars encircled the 
globe and Depression ravaged the land, 
life continued on and the human species 
survived.  Never did we think that all was 
futile and without any hope.

I wonder now whether recovery and 
hope are really possible, given what is go-
ing on.  Even institutional religion must se-
riously consider whether it can rediscover 
the deep veins of rich imagery and mes-
sages which offered people hope, sufficient 
to enable them gladly to sign on and com-
mit themselves to adopting their creeds 
and practising their rituals?  

In truth, all institutions are being looked 
at askance, from governments to local 
police forces – all are being subjected to 
rigorous scrutiny to see whether people 
might consider them adequate to meet 
the challenges of the current social reality. 
Now many aren’t thought strong enough 
to deliver on their promised outcomes. All 
institutions are suspect and most are con-
sidered degenerate.  

Even religions are under the micro-
scope – are they capable of digging deep 
into the rich veins of their legacy of named 
values and human morality?  Are any ca-
pable of lifting us up and placing us on the 
solid ground where genuine hope resides? 
Can any faith tradition locate for us a hope 
we can hold onto and nestle against our 
collective breast?

And just as important, are there any 

practitioners and leaders of institutional re-
ligion who are capable of articulating where 
these same values and visions reside?  
That would require that they jettison their 
ancient scripts and dogmas and re-discov-
er the essence of the “spirit-infused” Good 
Life which can pull us away from the brink? 

I see rays of hope – even inside the 
institutional religions.  I see people with 
the strength and courage to name the le-
viathan which holds the Commons by the 
throat. Within the religious world I see 
many women who haven’t given up on 
their religious bodies -- people like Gretta 
Vosper and Irshad Manji -- women, who 
while highly critical of their institutional re-
ligious organizations, still labor inside their 
faith communities, expecting a reformation 
to take place and a renewing wind to blow 
away the clouds of cynicism and despair.  

I see hopeful spokespersons in most 
institutions – people with strong character 
and honourable intentions; who have great 
integrity and spirit.  They are desperately 
needed now to assert the values that can 
sustain us and by so doing “make the world 
great again”.

Nevertheless it will be extremely im-
portant that most of us remain vigilant and 
attentive to what is actually going on. Also 
we must be ready to speak truth and never 
accept “alternative facts” from the word-
merchants who have little or no interest in 
describing reality. 

All of these charlatans have sold their 
soul to the “company store”, and lost their 
capacity to use words which actually mean 
what they’ve always meant. These pre-
tenders now consider lying a tool used if 
the circumstances warrant it; truth is too 
fickle a thing, they suggest, that shouldn’t 
limit the most Powerful from exercising 
their birthright to do whatever they want. 

Therefore reclaiming the moral high-
ground is waiting for regular people like us 
to assume our responsibility and re-estab-
lish the “de facto” rule of law and common 
decency.

Sadly, we’ve become lazy and soft, and 
currently lacking the ethical muscles need-
ed to enable us to do what we must. We’ve 
become lethargic and ridiculously weak. 
Yet at this very moment the challenge 
stands before us and, should we refuse to 
do what needs to be done, our grandchil-
dren and their peers will only languish and 
unavoidably become extinct. 

Are we “up for it”, and can we lead the 
way out of the political/economic/social 
morass that threatens to destroy us and all 
life on this planet?  

I truly hope so.

Dale Perkins is a retired church minister.

So many troubles in the world but so 
little effective actions



We welcome your  letters to the editor, as well as articles and reviews, 
photos, and anything else you think would be of interest to our progressive 
readers. The next issue of the Lower Island News will likely be in late June.

The deadline for submitting advertising and articles for the next issue will 
be around June 9.

For  further information and to obtain advertising rates, please email 
dale_young@telus.net or phone 250-384-7621.
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Friends of the Lower Island News
With a provincial election little more than six weeks ahead, you’ll find much of 

our issue is devoted to politics and things related. We were particularly pleased that 
BC NDP Leader John Horgan was able to spare the time to sit down with writer Sue 
Stroud for the iwide ranging interview on our front page. You’ll find other intriguing 
and informative articles through out pages.

In order to continue to do this, we have to keep this paper financed, which is an 
on-going challenge. We are always on the lookout for potential new advertisers.  So 
if you know of a business--small or large--that might like to get its name in front of 
our progressive readers, please contact me at dale_young@telus.net. Our rates are 
very reasonable.

Apart from our advertisers, an important source of financial help and encourage-
ment are our wonderful donors, whom we can’t thank enough for their help.

Below is the latest list of Friends of the Lower Island News who have given dona-
tions in the last three months:
 Irita Schaufele   $30
 

If you like this issue of LIN, want it to continue to be published, and can afford 
to give something, please consider becoming a supporting donor and send us a 
cheque, whatever amount you can afford. All donations will be appreciated.

Donations may be sent to the Lower Island News Society at Box 311, 2750 
Quadra Street, Victoria, BC V8T 4E8 and will be acknowleged in the paper. Please 
indicate if you prefer to be “anonymous”. Unfortunately we can’t take credit card do-
nations or give tax receipts. Thank you!

                    Dale Young, Editor, for the Editorial Board

Blood for sale: your future health and 
well being could be at stake

As a nurse, former hospital trustee, 
school trustee and municipal councillor for 
Saanich and health chair for CRD health 
committee, I am very concerned about the 
integrity of our voluntary blood donor sys-
tem and the failure of the BC Liberal gov-
ernment to ban the sale of blood and plas-
ma by enacting legislation already in force 
in Ontario and Quebec.

It would appear that BC Health Minister 
Terry Lake is in favour of allowing a private 
company to pay donors for plasma and he 
should be advised that this is not accept-
able.

The Krever Inquiry and Report which 
came about because of the tainted blood 
scandal that infected 30,000 Canadians 
with HIV and Hepatitis C made the follow-
ing recommendations;

1.Blood is a public resource.
2.Donors should not be paid.
3.Sufficient blood should be collected 

Closing of manufactured home parks 
is a major source of loss of these once af-
fordable homes that needs to be addressed 
before buying a home on rented land can 
be recommended as a good investment for 
individuals.

Now with the provincial legislation al-
lowing park owners to pay home owners 
one year’s site rent regardless of the value 
of the home when the park is closed, this 
is no longer affordable housing. Moving the 
home can cost up to 10 times the amount 
the legislation provides. Many of these 
homes can be valued in excess of a quarter 
of a million dollars.

Depending on local governments to 
make and uphold policies has proved un-
workable. Not all areas have policies and 
policies vary from one area to another. Not 
all areas are upholding their policies and 
technically they don’t have to. 

The stress for residents of losing the 
investment in their homes while waiting 
to find out if the local government will up-
hold their policies is unconscionable. It is 
the responsibility of the provincial govern-
ment, not local governments, to enact and 
enforce consumer protection law to govern 
manufactured home parks. THIS IS NOT 
BEING DONE NOW.

Unfairness of the current system of rent 
calculation is another area that needs cor-
rective action taken to protect this type of 
affordable housing.

Site rentals for homes in some parks 
are now over $1,000 per month and in-
creasing yearly. Increases encompass not 
only increases to the inflation rate but an 

One of the real determinants of health 
in any community is access to affordable, 
appropriate housing.  

The BC Liberal government has been 
lacking an affordable housing strategy 
since taking office in 2001.  They have 
left the creation of affordable housing to 
churches, service clubs and the non-profit 
organizations.  As with the building of most 
of our seniors care facilities, they have en-
couraged the private, for-profit sector to 
meet the need.

The current pre-election advertising 
by the Clark government is false and 
misleading and to make matters worse, 
paid for by the taxpayers of BC.  They even 
take credit for a NDP government initiative 
from the 1970s -- the deferral of property 
taxes for seniors.

As a former Saanich councillor 
and CRD chair for Housing and Health 
committees, I know firsthand the record 
of this government on both Housing 
and Health. Now as a volunteer seniors 
advocate helping seniors to find affordable, 
appropriate housing, I know that the current 
government is not meeting the needs of 

As a group of people who are 
passionate about Canadian politics, we 
were deeply disappointed to see you break 
your promise to make 2015 the last unfair 
election. Doing so undermines people’s 
faith in politicians and the political process 
in general (something already undermined 
by our distorted first past the post electoral 
system). 

Breaking such a core electoral prom-
ise weakens the trust people put in public 
institutions and government, and reeks of 
cynicism and opportunism which does not 
befit your office. 

Your actions have also besmirched the 
field of social science. We were shocked 
at the appalling research methodology 

so that imported blood is unnecessary.
4.Access to blood and blood products 

should be free and universal.
5.Safety of the blood supply is para-

mount.
Opposition Health Critic, Judy Darcy 

introduced a private members bill some 
weeks ago supporting a publicly regulated, 
not-for-profit voluntary blood and plasma 
donation system in BC and banning the 
sale of blood and plasma in order to safe-
guard the health of residents of BC and the 
integrity of our voluntary blood donation 
system.

Please write Health Minister Lake and 
express your opposition to his support for 
privatization of yet another public resource.  
Your future health and well-being could be 
at stake.
          Carol Pickup
   Victoria

additional 2%, plus increases to govern-
ment fees and levies, plus generous addi-
tional rent increase provisions. All of this is 
compounded yearly. It is long overdue for 
the provincial government to reassess their 
position on these unconscionable rent in-
crease allowances.

The Members and Board of the Active 
Manufactured Home Owners Association of 
British Columbia are asking that OUR GOV-
ERNMENT please take action to correct 
these and other areas of the Manufactured 
Home Park Tenancy Act that the provincial 
government needs to revise to live up their 
responsibility to protect park residents be-
ing put at risk through unfair and exploitive 
practices now legal under this Act.

J. Klein
For more information contact: Active Manufac-
tured Home Owners Association, Box 1000, 
Saanichton, BC   V8M 2C5, phone: 250-544-1 
or 456, or  email: jklein@amhoa.ca, or visit our 
website: amhoa.ca

Protection for affordable housing through 
the Manufactured Home Park Tenancy 

Open Letter to Prime Minister Trudeau
employed by the “My Democracy Survey”. 
This survey, barely worthy of its name, was 
ripe with confounding trade-offs and unan-
swerable questions, yielding no clear indi-
cations of respondents’ opinions.

We hope that the political agenda we 
detected in the design of the survey was 
there not by intent, but due to the incompe-
tence of its authors. 

We think it more likely that this expen-
sive and confounding survey was designed 
to produce unclear waffling results, and 
was engineered to facilitate your walk back 
on electoral reform.
                      Dr. Teale Phelps Bondaroff
          and the Saanich-Gulf Islands NDP
               Victoria

low and moderate income seniors, families 
and young people.  Waiting times and lists 
for BC Housing have greatly increased 
and many people wait for over a year to 
access the housing they need, especially in 
Greater Victoria.

Thanks to a federal Liberal prime 
minister, Paul Martin, our co-op housing 
program was cancelled in the 1990s.  The 
mandate of CMHC was also reduced.  

The Co-Op program and the previous 
mandate of CMHC should be reinstated by 
the federal government.  It provided a good 
mix of housing for a mix of incomes.  

The BC SAFER rental subsidy program 
for private market housing discriminates 
against renters in Victoria by lumping 
us in with the rest of the province while 
Vancouver renters receive a larger subsidy.

Housing is a basic human need and a 
public good which the current BC Liberal 
government fails to recognize.  

Because of its commitment to the 
private sector the current government has 
failed to accept its responsibility to provide 
social housing for those who cannot afford 
the high cost of market housing in BC.

       Carol Pickup

Housing is a basic human need which
Liberal government fails to recognize

TORONTO – Canada’s 100 highest 
paid CEOs have set a new record: their 
total compensation in 2015 hit a new high 
at $9.5 million, on average, according to a 
new Canadian Centre for Policy Alterna-
tives (CCPA) report.

The report shows Canada’s 100 high-
est paid CEOs on the TSX index now make 
193 times more than someone earning an 
average wage.

“Although public outrage over exorbi-

tantly high CEO pay continues unabated, 
especially since the Great Recession of 
2008-09, CEO pay in Canada takes a lick-
ing and keeps on ticking,” says economist 
Hugh Mackenzie.

“In 2015, CEO pay set a new record, 
with only one factor threatening new 
heights: an unpredictable global economy.”

Among the report’s findings about the 
highest paid 100 CEOs in Canada:

•	 They earn the average 
wage ($49,510) by 11:47 a.m. on Jan-
uary 3;

•	 The average Joe will 
have to work full-time all year to earn 
that amount;

•	 The average earnings of 
Canada’s corporate top 100 increased 
by 178% between 1998 and 2015;

•	 The glass ceiling still ex-
ists in this elite club: only two women 
made it in the top 100 rankings in 2015.

“I’ve been tracking CEO pay in Canada 
for 10 years and nothing has changed,” 
says Mackenzie. “CEO pay keeps soaring, 
luxe stock option, pension and bonus pack-
ages remain the gold standard for CEOs, 
and despite public outrage, neither corpo-

rate boards nor shareholders are stepping 
in to put a lid on things.

“In the absence of corporate leader-
ship, it falls to government to bring in laws 
to put a cap on the incentives fuelling soar-
ing CEO compensation packages.”

Mackenzie says Canada should take 
a cue from Portland, Oregon, which is go-
ing to charge a surtax on companies with 
a CEO to worker pay gap that’s 100 times 
or more.
Throwing Money at the Problem: 10 Years of Ex-
ecutive Compensation is available on the CCPA 
website.  See more at: https://www.policyalter-
natives.ca/newsroom/news-releases/ceo-pay-
sets-new-record-study#sthash.jIXoWjA5.dpuf

CEO pay sets new record: study

“Overcoming poverty is not a 
task of charity, it is an act of justice. 
Like Slavery and Apartheid, poverty 
is not natural. It is man-made and 
it can be overcome and eradicated 
by the actions of human beings. 
Sometimes it falls on a generation 
to be great. YOU can be that great 
generation. Let your greatness blos-
som.”     --Nelson Mandela
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Victoria Labour Council
219-2750 Quadra Street, Victoria, BC  V8T 4E8

Ph: 250-384-8331  FAX: 250-384-8381  Email: vlcbc@telus.net

The VLC, representing affiliated unions in the Greater Victoria area,  
holds its regular monthly meetings the third Wednesday of each month 

at 7 pm, at the BCGEU Auditoriam, 2994 Douglas Street.

All delegates are invited to come out and meet the Executive:
Mike Eso, President; Stan Dzbik, Treasurer; Robin Tosczak, Secretary

HAMILL INDEXING
 Non-fiction writers, even in the age of
ebooks, your book will need an index.

Professional indexer:
Carol Hamill - Victoria BC

 hamill@island.net          w.island.net/~hamill.net

Murray J. Ellis
Chartered Accountant

Services to Small Businesses
Bookkeepers available

250-385-1011
1325 Tolmie Avenue

 VICTORIA - After examining the  2017 
BC budget, the Wilderness Committee 
says it showcases another year of overall 
stagnation in terms of funding for environ-
mental protection and strong climate action 
in BC. This contrasts sharply with the gov-
ernment’s push to expand environmentally 
destructive industries like oil and gas and 
the dire situation in BC’s forests.

“The environment and climate change 
are two of the most pressing issues facing 
BC today, and this budget provides noth-
ing more than band-aid solutions for both of 
them,” said Torrance Coste, Vancouver Is-
land Campaigner for the Wilderness Com-
mittee.

 VANCOUVER -- While the federal 
government invests in moving Canada 
towards a low-carbon economy, Budget 
2017 throws good money after bad in its 
attempts to prop up a failing tar sands 
industry.

“This budget makes some significant 
investments in clean tech, public transit 
and green jobs – an acknowledgment that 
climate change is a top priority,” said Pe-

On budgets, provincial and federal...

BC Budget shows low-carbon future is imminent

BC budget 2017 provides band-aid solutions for environment and climate 

Concurrent with the previously an-
nounced Parks Future Strategy, the gov-
ernment announced an increase of $18 mil-
lion for BC Parks for the next year, mainly 
to hire more park rangers, the number of 
which has long been considered insuffi-
cient.

“More funding for BC Parks is an impor-
tant step in the right direction,” Coste said. 
“However, BC’s parks have been short-
changed by this government for years and 
this pre-election increase is inadequate to 
repair the damage.”

Revenue from the carbon tax, which is 
currently frozen even though that is against 
the recommendation of the BC Climate 

Leadership Team, is finally set to increase 
every year as emissions continue to rise. 
However, as the tax remains revenue-
neutral, none of this money will be spent 
on climate action or initiatives to lower BC’s 
impact on climate change.

“While the government talks a big game 
on climate change, our increasing emis-
sions and support for industries like frack-
ing tell a different story,” said Coste. “The 
government continues to treat this crisis 
like a minor inconvenience rather than the 
challenge of our time.”

Revenues from crown land gas drilling 
rights are projected to fall by around $450 
million between 2016 and 2020, highlight-

ing the economic instability of boom-bust 
fossil fuel industries.

Outside of the increase to BC Parks, 
the only other funding related to the envi-
ronment is electric vehicle subsidies. Envi-
ronmental sustainability, conservation offi-
cers, the Environmental Assessment Office 
and climate action all stagnate or decrease 
under the 2017 budget.

“Electric vehicles are great, but limiting 
environmental action to this is extremely 
narrow-minded and excludes the majority 
of British Columbians,” Coste said. “This 
government’s approach is like using duct 
tape to repair a sinking ship and BC de-
serves better than that.”

Propping up dying fossil fuel industry is a bad bet 
ter McCartney, Climate Campaigner at the 
Wilderness Committee. “Since this gov-
ernment clearly knows where the world is 
heading, why pretend like the tar sands 
have a future?”  

From tax credits for geothermal produc-
tion to investing in electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure and building retrofits, much 
of the federal budget commits funding to 
green initiatives. It recognizes the necessi-
ty of working with Indigenous communities 

to embrace a low-carbon future and adapt 
to climate impacts. However, the govern-
ment’s green-lighting of the Kinder Morgan 
pipeline and Pacific Northwest LNG termi-
nal tell a different story.

“You can’t talk out of both sides of your 
mouth,” said McCartney. “They clearly un-
derstand the future is in green energy but in 
the next breath claim Canada will continue 
to export fossil fuels as if climate change 
wasn’t happening.”

After having promised to eliminate fossil 
fuel subsidies, the budget instead shifts tax 
credits from exploration to development. It 
also hands $30 million to the Government 
of Alberta in a direct attempt to spur tar 
sands expansion.

“Tinkering around the edges of Can-
ada’s $3.3 billion in fossil fuel subsidies 
continues public support for this failing sec-
tor,” said McCartney. “In 2017, when we’re 
already seeing famines and wars linked to 
climate change, not one red cent should be 

By Trish Garner

In BC Budget 2017, the provincial gov-
ernment continues to ignore the crisis of 
poverty and inequality in BC. In fact, if you 

search for “poverty” in the budget docu-
ment, there is not one single mention of this 
issue, despite BC having the second high-
est poverty rate in Canada and 1 in 5 chil-
dren living in poverty in BC. The plight of 
almost 600,000 people in BC is overlooked 
once again.

So what did the government “give 
back”?

A meagre 50 dollars a month to peo-
ple with disabilities. In monetary terms, 
this simply restores the bus pass amount 
clawed back last year when there was a 
shift from the annual program of $45 per 
year to a monthly charge of $52 per month. 
However, my guess is that we will continue 
to see people with disabilities give up their 
bus pass in favour of the small increase, 
and we will all lose through the exclusion of 
people with disabilities from our communi-
ties.

Almost two-thirds of those on income 
assistance in BC are people with disabili-
ties (PWD) and they will likely spend their 
lives on these deeply inadequate PWD 
rates. This is not a gift but a lifetime of pov-
erty.

For those on basic welfare, there was 
not even a token gift. Those struggling 
to survive on $610 per month get noth-
ing, despite the rate being frozen for a 
decade now. And we all know how much 
the cost of living has increased in that time 
as unaffordability becomes the rallying cry 
throughout BC.

If the government truly expects people 
on welfare to transition back into employ-
ment as they say in their response to this 
rate freezing, the best way to help would 
be to raise the rates. Welfare is a life of 
daily survival – often hours spent lining up 
for food, shelter, showers and other basic 
needs – not putting your best foot forward 
and heading out to job interviews. It’s hard 
to imagine bouncing back – perhaps from a 
health issue, workplace accident or domes-
tic abuse situation – when you are plunged 
into such deep poverty through our broken 
social safety net.

As for the other “gifts” from the govern-
ment, don’t be distracted by the glitter of 

So-called “Giving Back” budget gives little to 
tackle poverty and affordability in BC

the MSP premium cut. This is a step in the 
right direction toward restoring tax fairness, 
and we are thrilled to see a commitment 
to eliminate MSP premiums in the future. 
This is a move that we, and many of our 
member groups, have been advocating for 
as it’s the most unfair tax, hitting middle and 
modest-income people much harder.

But the MSP cut changes nothing for 
the poor, who were already exempt from 
MSP.

And we need to keep sight of what 
we have lost through this so-called gift: 
nearly $1 billion in revenue, money that 
could have been invested in really tackling 
poverty. The provincial government could 
have made our tax system fairer without 
decimating our public purse (by off-setting 
the MSP cut with tax increases for upper-
income people and corporations).

Strikingly, there were no new invest-
ments in addressing the affordability of 
housing and childcare, the two biggest 
recomendations from their own Finance 
Committee for many years now: launch a 
comprehensive poverty reduction plan; in-
crease welfare rates; provide affordable 
housing and universal child care; and ad-
equately fund education and health care.

Simply put, this budget gives band-aids 
not long-term security.

The next few weeks leading up to our 
provincial election on May 9 offer an oppor-
tunity to ask our candidates to truly listen to 
the needs of British Columbians, and tell us 
how they will tackle the issues of poverty 
and affordability through a collective vision 
that leaves no-one behind.

 
Trish Garner is the Community Organizer of the 
BC Poverty Reduction Coalition.

 
The BC Poverty Reduction Coalition aims to 
see the introduction of a bold and comprehen-
sive overty reduction plan from the government 
of British Columbia that would include legislated 
targets and timelines to significantly reduce pov-
erty, inequality and homelessness.
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By Tim Pheotist

We’ve learned to spell “phishing” with-
out an “F”.

We’ve learned that surprise emails from 
Nigerian “bankers” won’t ever lead to your 
chequing account balance magically inflat-
ing by millions.

We’ve learned that Revenue Canada 
will never frighten you or refund you via 
email or social media.

We’ve learned to look more carefully at 
seemingly impossible marketing and ad-
vertising claims – to read the smallest of 
print and disclaimers – with a lawyer’s eye.

It seems that trickery is now a permitted 
art form and business model in our uncar-
ing society.

We seem to admire and reward the 
most audacious hucksters as never before.

“Let the Buyer Beware” – the gratuitous 
advice of every barrack-room lawyer prac-
ticing on the used car dealership’s fore-
court.

We accept these impositions, now, as 
merely part of normal social interaction. 
We’ve all been caught in some sort of mi-
nor scam. Hopefully nothing too serious 
and we smile a wry smile, learn a lesson 
to be less trusting, and move on – maybe 
with a smug sneer the next time we hear 
of another petty internet or retail mugging.

But...this is not a joking matter. Our 
daily lives now are increasingly assaulted 
with seemingly “Legalized Lies”. The lies 
that take advantage of the most vulnerable 
and the most unsuspecting of us. The busy 
parent, the disabled shopper, the trusting 
senior citizen, and the naïve youngster, to 
think of just a few 

In the past few months this writer went 
shopping – many, many times – at local 
stores and supermarkets around Victoria, 
stocking up with the usual basket of grocer-
ies and household supplies. We all do it.

The stores seem predicable and super-
ficially inviting. They all advertise a family 
friendly business model, smiling staff, com-
petitive prices and various loyalty benefit 
schemes for repeat customers. So far so 
good.

But actually it’s not so good.  At the end 
of a particularly grey and exhausting day, a 
few months ago I found myself at one of the 
check-out tills at my local supermarket. The 
line was long behind me and the harried, 

likely very underpaid cashier, was scan-
ning and bagging my basket of goodies at 
something close to the speed of light.

Despite the distractions of supermar-
ket lights, bells and chatter I tried to watch 
the cash register screen as each scanned 
item appeared. Items and prices didn’t al-
ways seem to match my memory of the 
price when I’d removed it from the shelf to 
my basket. But before I could reflect, the 
item disappeared from the screen as a new 
scan appeared. In the rush to fill the bags 
with my purchases, and not to be the cause 
of slowing the line behind me, I decided not 
to halt the process. And then I noticed one 
item that I’d purchased on impulse entirely 
because it was a “fantastic deal” for those 
with a qualifying loyalty card and enough 
previous purchase points!! 

But my impulse purchase didn’t scan 
the deep discount at the register!! I had no 
choice but to stop the line. I asked the ca-
shier to check the item price. She did. The 
computer scan was correct, she said. “Did I 
still want the item?”, she asked, impatiently. 
I did, at the loyal customer price. She called 
on the intercom for a price check. I could 
feel the line behind me ready to unite in la-
belling me at least a security threat – in pre-
vious times I’d likely have been assigned 
as a witch – anything to discourage my pur-
suing my pricing problem.

It turned out I was correct. The com-
puter data base hadn’t been updated. A 
triumph for the common shopper? Not re-
ally, in my view. Everybody’s time had been 
wasted. I felt bad. Other customers felt bad 
and the store staff felt badly.

In the following months I decided to 
shop at different stores. In close to 85% 
of my weekly shopping experiences there 
were errors in pricing and scanning.

Frequently an advertised discount price 
label was pinned to a shelf that carried the 
advertised product category but not the 
particular discounted product. With the 
rushed scanning, and often difficult to read 
register screen, the chances were that the 
unintended item would be purchased.

In my project to analyze these difficul-
ties, frequently the intended product was 
available but not displayed close to the dis-
count price label. A cynical shopper might 
imagine this could be a deliberate plan to 
deceive. Stores would usually bring the cor-
rect product with an unspoken suggestion 

that it was necessary to be more careful in 
selecting items from the shelf. I’ll spare the 
longer list of excuses.

Pricing errors due to incorrect data 
base updating were more common than I 
might have imagined. The stores always 
corrected but the correction always relied 
on noticing the error in the fast moving 
scanning process.

Watching the check out process care-
fully can be experienced by fellow shoppers 
as a deliberate anti-social act comparable 
to failing to adequately discipline a toddler 
in a public place. Expressions of exaspera-
tion and mild abuse were common.

In a recent experience at a local, “fam-
ily friendly” store, re-scanning the same 
basket of items resulted in three different 
totals.

At the same store a display of product 
filling the shelving at the end of an isle was 
labelled with a discounted price that had 
absolutely nothing in common with the 
products on those shelves.

I have now spoken with many store 
managers about approaches to these prob-
lems. Mostly they are sincere people and 
seek to assure that the difficulty – whatever 
it might be – will be corrected. Some are 
not so appreciative of the “help” offered by 
this shopper, particularly when the original 
problem seems to recur at the next visit.

I’ve also sought help and comment at 
the senior management levels of the larger 
groups which retail our groceries and sup-
plies on Vancouver Island.

At the senior executive levels there are 
generally sympathetic ears combined with 
concerned referrals to the media and public 
relations offices. Of course the direct phone 
numbers and emails of the executives who 
could actually make changes are not to be 
found at the customer service desk.

Such people are safely concealed be-
hind corporate walls.

Bottom line? 
In the everyday process of shopping for 

food we must engage with stores with trust 
and the stores must engage with us with 
integrity. Increasingly the opportunity to 
abuse the trust of the shopper seems to be 
exploited as a legitimate business model.

The speed and distractions employed 
by supermarkets to make it difficult to moni-
tor the pricing and check-out processes 
could be imagined to be an actual profit line 

item for the large retailer.
Such corporations know how difficult it 

is for customers to identify and correct er-
rors. The reasoning is that most people, 
even if they notice an error, won’t think it 
worthwhile to complain about a couple of 
dollars. Being the individual who slows ev-
erybody at the check-out line to recover a 
loonie is not really a good use of anybody’s 
time – except for the supermarket when 
that loonie multiplies by thousands each 
day.

We engage strict governmental controls 
in the sale of fresh food products from point 
of production through to final retail sale. 
We trust that expiry dates and food qual-
ity and processing mean that our popula-
tions won’t be poisoned. There are signifi-
cant penalties and controls on retailers who 
break these rules and laws.

However there are no penalties for pat-
terns of overcharging and misleading shop-
pers about prices, whether deliberately or 
inadvertently.

While it is easy to demonstrate indi-
vidual examples of overcharging there is 
no mechanism to address the opportunity 
that large retailers have to develop patterns 
and programs that regularly and secretly 
charge more than the prices they advertise 
– other than public shaming.

Stores maintain tight security to ensure 
their cash makes it to the bank safely. A 
shopper dipping into the register cash tray 
will trigger an immediate police response. 

A store, scooping more cash from a 
customer by misleadingly pricing product 
will not result in any law enforcement re-
sponse. How fair is that?

Inaccurate and misleading supermarket 
pricing and labelling events are as serious 
as fraudulent internet adverts and emails. 
Where the examples and experiences of 
abuse are clear, such retailer patterns must 
be understood and publicized for what they 
are – common fraud.

At the moment the best correction to 
deter supermarket pricing abuse is the cer-
tainty of public shaming. 

Today, just as we need to be alert to the 
“Phishing Fraudster” taking advantage of 
email accounts, so we must also be aware 
of the “Pricing Lies” that our large retailers 
increasingly present in what must be simply 
another crude example of Bait and Switch 
commerce. 

Beware of today’s Bait and Switch
Lies that thrive at your local stores

By Dr. Teale Phelp Bondaroff 

My partner Stephanie and I installed a Little 
Free Library in the public park around the cor-
ner from our home last summer, and the project 
has left us disproportionately excited. Little Free 
Libraries (LFLs), also known as community book 
exchanges, pop-up libraries or micro-libraries, are 
miniature lending libraries, and are growing in pop-
ularity. They provide a place for people to leave 
books they no longer want or have already read, 
and find new books for free. LFLs follow the one 
simple rule: “Take a book, leave a book.”

We visit our library in Rutledge Park daily, to 
straighten the books, top up or refresh the collec-
tion, and remove overflow. I also snap a picture 
and share it with the LFLs 1000+ Twitter followers 
(@RutledgeParkLFL). On almost every visit we 
see people browsing the library, and on numer-
ous occasions, have fallen into conversation with 
neighbours with whom we would otherwise never 
have the opportunity to speak. 

The library has quickly become a convergence 
point for community. This little box of books on a 
pole not only provides our community with books, 
and thereby promotes literacy, reading and edu-
cation, but it also serves to bring people together, 
to stimulate conversation, foster relationships and 
ultimately to make our local park a more commu-
nity-oriented space. In a sense, the LFL acts like 
a coral reef for community; bringing people togeth-
er and providing them with a ready-made topic 
around which to bond.

Victoria is full of LFLs, but we didn’t realize 
just how many there are until we started mapping 

them this past summer. Working with the Greater 
Victoria Placemaking Network, and using a combi-
nation of digital crowd-sourcing and just exploring 
the city by bike, we mapped out over 112 in the 
Greater Victoria Area! 

Those who are interested can visit our map 
available on the Greater Victoria Placemaking 
Network website. For our efforts, we were recently 
awarded a Victoria Community Leadership Award. 
The mapping effort is ongoing, so if you notice an 
error or a new LFL please let us know!

We are excited to be moving on to the next 
phase of the project, which is to promote the cre-
ation of additional LFLs all across the area. The 
goal is to have 150 little free libraries in the area, 
as one of the many acts celebrating Canada’s 
150th birthday. 

Those who explore our map will notice there 
are some serious gaps, and countless streets and 
communities currently not benefiting from LFLs. 
So we are encouraging people to set up their own 
LFLs in their communities; on posts in front of their 
homes, affixed to fences, in parks, schools and 
community centres and anywhere that needs to 
be transformed from a spot, to a place.

Working with the Greater Victoria Placemaking 
Network, we have secured the generous dona-
tion of a small number of used newspaper boxes 
from the Times Colonist, prime for conversion into 
LFLs. If you are interested in one of these boxes, 
please email me (tealepb@gmail.com) for more 
information. I also stand by to offer any advice to 
help you get your LFL off the ground. When you do 
set up an LFL, let us know and send us a picture 
and its location so that it can be added to the map! 

Little Free Libraries in the Greater Victoria area

Dr. Teale Phelp Bondarof and his partner Stephanie Ferguson stand 
beside the Little Free Library they installed in a public park last sum-
mer.
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Liberals must protect 
BC wild salmon
 
New study confirms risks of dan-
gerous disease from salmon farms 
could affect wild population 

COQUITLAM -- NDP Fisheries & 
Oceans Critic Fin Donnelly (Port Moody-
Coquitlam) renewed his call to strengthen 
the Fisheries Act following the publication 
of a study linking BC salmon farms with se-
rious diseases in the salmon population.

“This report confirms what many have 
been saying for years,” Donnelly said. 
“Open net salmon farms pose a significant 
risk to farmed and wild salmon.”

The report, written by a team of scien-
tists from the Pacific Salmon Foundation 
and Fisheries and Oceans Canada, con-
firms the prevalence of heart and skeletal 
muscle inflammation in farmed salmon and 
shows strong links to a dangerous virus 
that can be exposed to wild salmon.

“I proposed legislation that would have 
moved harmful open net salmon pens to 
safe closed containment systems,” Don-
nelly said. “But instead of taking that oppor-
tunity to act, the Liberal government chose 
to defend the big business interests.”

Donnelly’s Private Member’s Bill C-228 
was defeated late last year when the ma-
jority of Liberal MPs including many from 
British Columbia, voted against the bill. 
Donnelly hopes new evidence of the risks 
to vulnerable wild salmon will force the gov-
ernment to reconsider its position. 

“Canadians understand that the West 
Coast economy, First Nation’s communities 
and our fragile ecosystems depend on a 
healthy wild salmon population,” Donnelly 
said.

On listening to the first NDP federal leadership debate March 12
By Dale Perkins

Like the 35+ others gathered in a room 
at the James Bay New Horizon Centre to 
listen to the podcast of the first debate of 
the four candidates running for the leader-
ship of the National NDP, I was struck by 
how like-minded they were. It was a com-
pletely bi-lingual event, with all four candi-
dates presenting in both official languages, 
to questions presented by two female mod-
erators, again, in both French and English. 

Each moderator attempted to make 
their questions as clear and precise as 
possible, expecting that the 40 second to 
1-2 minutes each candidate was given to 
respond would result in some telling com-
ments which would unveil the underlying 
idiosyncrasies and strengths of each candi-
date.  The hope is that this exercise would 
assist listeners from the NDP plus the unaf-
filiated camp to gauge each candidate as a 
future leader for the national Party.

In my view each candidate gave a 
credible performance: Guy Caron, the 
preeminent, progressive Quebecois who 
came out of the Orange Wave movement 
in Quebec under Jack Layton’s leadership. 
Charlie Angus, the northern Ontarian, once 
a punk rocker now turned politician, with 
integrity and sincerity of values and vision, 
tenaciously defending Indigenous peoples 
and other marginalized folks who are lan-
guishing under the rule of establishment 
demagogues. There was Niki Ashton, who 
hails from northern Manitoba, wearing her 
impeccable credentials and offering her 
grasp of the current conflicts in the “body 
politic” in our country. Finally, there was Pe-
ter Julian, the lone voice from BC with his 
intellectual grasp of the core issues before 
the Canadian public, giving evidence of his 
exceptional grasp of the serious conflicts 
confronting us.  

They all could barely contain their con-
tempt of Justin Trudeau’s performance and 
the despicable way the Liberal Party con-
tinues to insist that they alone can lead us 
out of the wilderness by making endless 
promises they never intend to keep. 

This was the first debate and public en-

ago).  
Nor were they prepared to name the 

“elephant in the room” – namely corporate 
Capitalism.  It was as though that aspect 
of the Party had been jettisoned because it 
wasn’t considered kosher in our saccharin 
culture, which seems to have been capti-
vated by polite scripts from the establish-
ment media moguls as to what is accept-
able now for political discourse and action. 

Peter Julian did talk about pipelines 
(both Kinder-Morgan and the Northern 
Gateway with the explosion in numbers of 
tankers that would have to ply the western 

counter and it was obvious that each one 
was “test driving” their messages. From 
the outset it became crystal clear – they 
are colleagues and dyed-in-the-wool pro-
gressives holding similar views on what 
ails Canada and the disquieting future that 
looms ahead of us, especially when seen 
in contrast to the dominant perspective of 
the President and his cronies in charge of 
the country south of us. 

The one disappointment I felt was that 
none of the candidates seemed prepared 
to reveal him/herself as a bona-fide social-
ist (as Bernie Sanders had done months 

Four candidates for leadership of federal NDP (left to right) Guy Caron, Charlie An-
gus, Niki Ashton and Peter Julian take part in the first debate March 12.

coastline to ship the bitumen and oil west 
to Asian markets), but I would hope that 
issue will come up often over the next sev-
eral encounters.  

I realize that all of them desperately 
want to reach out to young people and 
marginalized folks, resulting in a significant 
increase in the number of supporters to the 
Party, with positive results at election time.  
Nevertheless, I believe that will only hap-
pen when these same constituents are of-
fered solid evidence that the NDP can seri-
ously adopt policies and platforms which 
indicate it understands the true nature of 
the contest taking place now. 

It also will mean being bold to name 
the reality of poverty that has close to 50% 
of the population “by the throat”, and the 
choice we must make to acknowledge and 
confront that reality with a serious decla-
ration that the NDP will make the radical 
adaptations necessary to change the way 
we do politics in this country. 

To quote a well-worn slogan, the NDP 
must “walk the talk”, and live with the con-
sequences both in the short and long term.  
Which candidate is prepared to lead such 
a movement?     

Dale Perkins is a retired church minister, living 
in Victoria.

    OTTAWA – March 20 in the House of Commons, NDP MP Randall Garrison (Es-
quimalt-Saanich-Sooke) stood to demand explanation from the federal government over 
the lack of action to the imminent threat of extinction faced by BC’s Southern Resident 
Orcas.

Garrison said. “Last Thursday the Liberals released a supposed recovery plan for the 
Southern Resident Killer Whales, but one that includes no action.

“Only 78 Southern Residents still remain, and even the National Energy Board Report 
on Kinder Morgan found that extinction is the likely outcome from a major oil spill.

“Why have the Liberals failed to reinstate funding for Straits Watch, the on-the-water 
monitoring program?

“And why have they failed to fund, or even consider proposals from stakeholders, to 
protect this endangered species?

“Or, on this Prime Minister’s watch, will Canadian’s see the extinction 
of BC Southern Resident Orcas?”

MP Garrison condemns 
inadequate orca recovery plan

NDP MP demands update on 
diesel spill response

Liberals block compensation 
for BC First Nation 

 OTTAWA – The Liberal government has halted the awarding of $13.8 
million to the Huu-ay-aht First Nation on Vancouver Island over the federal 
government’s mismanagement of logging contracts, and has ordered a ju-
dicial review of the case.

 “The Liberals promised to end the constant appeals of First Nation 
court rulings that we saw under Stephen Harper,” said NDP MP Gord Johns 
(Courtenay-Alberni) who represents the area. “The decision to block this 
compensation is a clear betrayal of the reconciliation that was promised.”

 Since 2005, the Huu-ay-aht First Nation has sought damages for the 
government decision to award logging contracts on their land between 
1948 and 1969 without fair compensation for the First Nation. In 2014, 
the Specific Claims Tribunal found the federal government had committed 
multiple breaches of its fiduciary duty. 

 “I urge the government to respect the Specific Claims Tribunal Act 
and remember that its decisions are final and conclusive and not subject 
to appeal,” said Romeo Saganash, NDP Critic for Indigenous Affairs, “I 
would also remind this government that the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples discourages unnecessary appeals and litigation 
that go against Canadian law and prevent the achievement of justice by 
Indigenous Peoples.”

OTTAWA – Following a devastating 
diesel spill from the Burdwood fish farm 
the weekend of March 4, North Vancou-
ver Island NDP MP Rachel Blaney (North 
Island-Powell River) stood in the House of 
Commons March 6 to raise the concerns 
of her constituents and request an update 
from the Federal Government on their re-
sponse plan. 

She said, “Mr. Speaker, Canadians de-
serve to know what went wrong on Sunday 

when 1,500 litres of diesel spilled from a 
fish farm on the BC coast. This spill threat-
ens the biodiversity of our coast and first 
nations traditional food sources. 

“As my constituents watched, horrified, 
many questions remain unanswered. Our 
coastal communities will live with the im-
pacts of this spill for a long time to come. 

“Will the government please update Ca-
nadians on its response plan?”
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OTTAWA – NDP Leader Tom Mulcair 
announced February 13 that Cowichan-
Malahat-Langford MP Alistair MacGregor 
has been appointed as the Justice and At-
torney General Critic in the NDP Shadow 
Cabinet. In this role MacGregor will contin-
ue to sit as the Vice-Chair of the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Justice 
and Human Rights.

“I am honoured to accept this appoint-
ment as our party’s Justice Critic,” said 
MacGregor. “I’m looking forward to the hard 

By Alistair MacGregor

The House of Commons is debating a 
Liberal government bill dealing with pre-
clearance on the Canada-US border. A sim-
ilar bill in the US has passed Congress and 
the Senate making Bill C-23 in Canada the 
final step for harmonizing the border rules 
with the United States.

This bill has now been thrown into 
question with the spotlight on the border 
brought by the election of Donald Trump 
and his poorly planned and backward im-
migration policies. We have heard stories 
of Canadians being denied entry without an 
immigration visa. 

The uncertainty caused by the Ameri-
can president’s executive orders for Cana-
dian citizens is too high to allow more pow-
ers for Americans on our soil.

I understand that pre-clearance is an 
important part of the Canada-US relation-
ship and to the free flow of trade and trav-
ellers between our two countries, but the 
provisions contained in Bill C-23 are too 
problematic for me to give my support.

Agencies take their cue from the peo-
ple at the top. This is a fact. Bill C-23 is 
proposing to give more power to foreign 
agents that are led by an administration 
that routinely uses fear, lies, and personal 
attacks on its political opponents to ad-pponents to ad-
vance its agenda.

Immigration experts have been warn-
ing that the bill, with its proposals to bol-
ster the powers of American border guards 
on Canadian soil could lead to legal chal-
lenges against the federal government. The 
changes would allow the American border 
patrol to strip search and detain Canadians.

Right now if you are crossing the bor-
der and are questioned by the Americans 
or subject to searches, you have the right 
to just return home and not enter the United 
States.

Our government wants to change the 
rules so that you must go through all the 
searches and questioning that the Ameri-
cans see fit, even if you do not end up 
crossing the border. We will be allowing the 
effective detention of Canadians by Ameri-
cans in our country.

I also feel strongly that it is unaccept-
able to see officers of a foreign country 
who are in a position of authority bear and 
possibly use firearms in the performance of 
their duties on Canadian territory.

United States officials operating on Ca-
nadian soil owe their allegiance to a foreign 
government, and yet we are prepared to 
give them powerful new measures, such as 
carrying firearms.

Neither the Liberals nor Conservatives 
have addressed Canadians’ concerns 
about being interrogated, detained, or 
turned back at the border based on race, 
religion, travel history, or birth place, as a 
result of policies that may contravene the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

I have heard from many of you, and I 
agree that these changes are unaccept-
able. Especially in light of the election of 
the new American president, we cannot 
support this legislation and will continue to 
fight the government’s proposed changes 
that will open the door to Canadians’ pri-
vacy possibly being jeopardized.  

Alistair MacGregor is MP for Cowichan-Malahat-
Langford.

Bill C-32 allowing US agents to operate in 
Canada too problematic to be approved,
says concerned local MP

During a walkabout in Langford, Alistair MacGregor, MP for Cowichan-Malahat-
Langford, chats about local issues with passersby.

MP Alistair MacGregor named 
NDP justice critic

work of guiding NDP policy on issues relat-
ing to criminal justice, the rule of law, and 
human rights so that we can build a more 
equitable and inclusive society.”

“I am proud to announce that Alistair 
MacGregor will take on more responsibility 
in our shadow cabinet,” said NDP Leader 
Tom Mulcair. “While the Liberals are fo-
cused on helping themselves, our strong 
NDP team will continue to fight for hard-
working Canadians.” 
 

OTTAWA – NDP MP Alistair MacGregor 
(Cowichan-Malahat-Langford) spoke in the 
House of Commons February 10 to draw 
attention to the shockingly high levels of 
child poverty in Duncan, BC. A recent re-
port by First Call: BC Child and Youth Ad-
vocacy Coalition shows that Duncan has 
the highest child poverty rate in an urban 
area in the province – with 31% of children 
in Duncan, BC living in poverty. 

“First Call: BC Child and Youth 
Advocacy Coalition has been tracking child 
and family poverty rates since 1996, when 
one in five of our children were still living 
in poverty” said MacGregor. “It is a sad 
state of affairs when a country as wealthy 
as Canada still has this same statistic two 
decades later.”

The NDP has tried to push for action 
from the Trudeau Liberal government to 
address the shameful poverty rates in 
Canada, but has been met with inertia. 

In February 2016, NDP MP Brigitte 
Sansoucy (Saint-Hyacinthe—Bagot) intro-
duced Bill C-245, the Poverty Reduction 

SHAWNIGAN LAKE – MP Alistair Mac-
Gregor (Cowichan-Malahat-Langford) was 
elated to learn that after several years of 
public pressure, the BC Liberal government 
has finally and permanently revoked the 
permit for the toxic soil dump near Shawni-
gan Lake. MacGregor has stood in solidar-
ity with the Shawnigan community and has 
supported its work in the fight against the 
toxic soil dump over the years. 

MP MacGregor also introduced his first 
bill in the House of Commons, which would 
have brought federal protection to Shawni-
gan Lake under the Navigation Protection 
Act.

 “Not only was the entire process that 
allowed the toxic soil dump permit flawed 

from the onset, but during the first serious 
rain event of its existence the project failed 
and discharged contaminated soil directly 
into the watershed,” said MP Alistair Mac-Mac-
Gregor. “It shouldn’t have taken this long 
for the BC Government to put an end to this 
irresponsible and dangerous soil dump that 
risked inflicting irreparable damage to the 
Shawnigan watershed and its aquatic life.”   

 “I want to specifically thank the Shawni-Shawni-
gan Lake Residents Association and the 
Cowichan Valley Regional District for their 
hard work and diligence on this issue,” said 
MacGregor. “Our collective action is what 
makes our communities vibrant and strong, 
and this has finally forced the BC Liberal 
government to correct their mistake.” 

Act, which had aims to develop a national 
poverty reduction strategy in Canada as 
well as introduce an independent poverty 
reduction commissioner. Unfortunately, the 
Liberal government teamed up with Con-
servative MPs to defeat the bill last Decem-
ber.     

Since 1989, when former NDP leader 
Ed Broadbent received unanimous 
consent in the House of Commons on a 
motion to eradicate poverty in Canada, 
successive Liberal and Conservative 
governments have done little to achieve 
this goal. Canada remains one of the 
few industrialized countries in the world 
without a comprehensive poverty reduction 
strategy.

“In October 2016, the Honourable Jean-
Yves Duclos, Minister of Families, Children 
and Social Development, announced a 
forthcoming consultation on creating a 
Canadian Poverty Reduction Strategy, yet 
months later this process has yet to even 
begin,” said MacGregor. 

Shockingly high child poverty rates in 
Duncan discussed in Parliament

MP thrilled with community 
solidarity succeeding in 
saving Shawnigan water 

VICTORIA -- Workers rights group Re-
tail Action Network was anticipating that Bill 
M237 introduced to the BC Legislature by 
Green Party MLA Andrew Weaver would 
mean an end to the requirement for some 
workers to wear high heels on the job. 

“There are restaurants, such as the 
Cactus Club, that still have a requirement 
to wear a 3” heel to work. This is complete-
ly unacceptable and needs to change,.” 
says Retail Action Network organizer Kai-
tlyn Matulewicz.

Requiring workers to wear high heels 
is not just a health and safety issue; the 
problem is bigger than footwear. The Retail 
Action Network says that archaic gendered 
uniforms that involve high heels, short 
skirts, low-cut tops, and even hair and 
make-up requirements are discriminatory 
and reflect a broader workplace culture 
where sexism and sexual harassment are 
rampant. While ending employer imposed 
high heel requirements is an important first 
step, more change is needed.

Matulewicz recently completed a study 
on sexual harassment in BC restaurants. 

Her research showed that some restau-
rant employers use the reliance work-
ers have on tips to pressure them to ac-
cept sexualized and gender-based dress 
codes. BC’s liquor servers minimujm wage 
is $1.25/hour lower than the regular mini-
mum wage and icreasesa server’s depen-
dency on tips.  

While more needs to be done to com-
bat sexism and discrimination in restau-
rants, ending employer mandated high 
heels and gender based footwear require-
ments is an important first step. The bill 
came at an important time as the Retail 
Action Network and many restaurant work-
ers are making gender-based dress codes 
an important political issue in the lead up 
to the election.

The Retail Action Network is calling for 
the elimination of the lowered liquor server 
minimum wage; full protection for server’s 
tips; and a end to discriminatory and gen-
der-based dress codes.

Unfortunately the BC Legislature pro-
rogued without considering Bill M237.

Not on the menu: high heels soon to be 
considered unfair dress code?
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By Carol Pickup

As the May 2017 provincial election ap-
proaches, I think it is important for mem-
bers and supporters to review the positive 
record of NDP governments in BC. 

I ran as a NDP candidate for Saanich 
& the Islands in 1975 and 1986 and was 
proud to run on the record of the Barrett 
government in both elections.  More posi-
tive work was done by that government 
(1972-1975) in three short years than has 
been done by any provincial government 
since.

The list of the Barrett years is impres-
sive (and this is not even a complete list): 

•	 Mincome and Pharmacare 
•	 Community Health Centres (in-

cluding the James Bay Project in Victoria)
•	  A massive program of seniors’ 

housing projects
•	  ICBC
•	 The BC Labour Code
•	 Introduction of Hansard recording 

in the BC legislature
•	 ALR-protection of farmland and 

farm income insurance to protect BC farm-
ers from crop failures

•	 The best consumer legislation in 
the country

•	 The lowest pupil-teacher ratio in 
BC history; corporal punishment in schools 
was banned; mandatory kindergarten was 
introduced

•	 Created the first First Nations 
school board in the province (School Dis-
trict 92 Nisga’a)

•	 The Human Rights Code and 
Commission

•	 Office of the Rentalsman and rent 
review process

•	 The deferral of property taxes for 
seniors who are property rich and income 
poor

•	 The ability of the public sector 

employees to unionize—the BC Govern-
ment Employees Union.  (Under the previ-
ous Socred governments, provincial beg-
ging rather than bargaining was in place, 
jobs were created at twice the national av-
erage—and not just low pay, part-time  jobs 
as under the Clark government)

 In the 1983 provincial election, the 
NDP received 45% of the popular vote—if 
a proportional vote had been in place, the 
NDP would have won government instead 
of the coalition government of the Socreds 
under Bill Bennett.

In 1991, we elected a second NDP gov-
ernment which also has a record of serv-
ing the common good of the citizens of the 
province.  Some of their accomplishments 
were:

•	 More post secondary academic 
and trades opportunities including the Uni-
versity of the North in Prince George. 

•	 More adequate funding for health 
and a reorganization of our healthcare sys-
tem 

•	 More adequate funding for educa-
tion

•	 More adequate funding for social 
programs

•	 Environmental protection laws 
•	 Infrastructure projects (including 

the new Island Highway)
In 2001, the NDP government was 

once again defeated by a coalition of right 
wing parties under the Liberal banner led 

Casavant to stand 
for BC NDP 
nomination in 
Oak Bay-Gordon 
Head

 VICTORIA— Former BC Conservation 
Officer and Canadian Armed Forces veter-
an Bryce Casavant has been nominated as 
the BC NDP candidate in Oak Bay-Gordon 
Head to help defeat Christy Clark in May.

“Christy Clark isn’t working for people,” 
said BC NDP Leader John Horgan, at an 
event announcing Casavant’s intention to 
seek the nomination lasat January. “Every-
day people are paying more and getting 
less.”

“Bryce Casavant is a born-and-raised 
Vancouver Islander who has what it takes 
to build a better BC,” said Horgan.  “He has 
a proven record of standing up to Christy 
Clark and we’re excited he wants to be a 
part of the BC NDP team in Oak Bay-Gor-
don Head.”

Casavant had originally planned to run 
for the Courtenay-Comox BC NDP nomina-
tion, but withdrew to seek the nomination in 
Oak Bay-Gordon Head instead.

“While it was a difficult decision to with-
draw from the race in Courtenay-Comox, I 
realized there were three strong candidates 
seeking the nomination there, all able to win 
the riding for the BC NDP,” said Casavant. 
“I can serve my community and my prov-
ince as the BC NDP candidate in Oak Bay-
Gordon Head and help the NDP sweep the 
island and defeat Christy Clark in May.”

Casavant drew international media at-
tention in 2016 when he stood up to the 
BC government and refused to kill two bear 
cubs. He is a former Conservation Officer 
and is currently working on his doctorate 
at Royal Roads University with a focus on 
solving human-wildlife conflict. 

   

by Gordon Campbell, and subsequently by 
the Christy Clark government.   

As the 2017 Election Day, May 9, ap-
proaches, it is important to get the word out 
to voters that an NDP government builds 
social infra-structure while Liberal govern-
ment budgets provide fewer resources for 
it.  

As Minister of Education with the Camp-
bell government in 2002, Clark refused to 
honor a negotiated teachers’ contract until 
the recent Supreme Court decision that this 
contract was valid.  It has taken 15 years 
of litigation and the expenditure of millions 
of taxpayer dollars to do the legal and right 
thing on this contract.  In the meantime, 
public education has been underfunded, 
while private schools have received in-
creases.  As even WAC Bennett once said; 
“Public money for public schools, private 
money for private schools.”

All NDP members and supporters 
should be aware and proud of our politi-
cal history in BC and should work hard to 
once again elect a government that really 
cares for and works hard for our common 
good.    The BCNDP has a vision for sus-
tainable job creation that takes into account 
environmental stewardship, commitment to 
21st century education and job training, as 
well as investment in responsible resource 
development.

Ed. note: The author, Carol Pickup, has a re-
markable history of her own:
*Hospital Board  trustee, Victoria General Hospi-
tal 1973-1979, VGH Foundation  two years 
*Trustee, Greater Victoria School District  1977-
1985 ( Chair for 3 years) 
*Alderman/Councillor, Saanich 1987-1993, 
1996-2005 Chaired Arts committee, Healthy 
Saanich committee, Environment committee 
*CRD Board 1990-1993, 1996-1998, 2000-2005,  
Served as Chair of CRD Housing Corporation, 
Chair of Health Committee and CRD appointee 
to Interim Capital Health Council, Vice-chair Re-
gional Growth Strategy, member of CRD Arts 
Committee and CRD Environment Committee.
Other community activities 
*Volunteer Hospice Victoria 
*Community Council of Greater Victoria 
*Saanich Volunteer Services Society; President 
1993-1996 Since retirement from Saanich Coun-
cil in 2005; 
*Co-chair South Island Health Coalition until 
2008 
*The Land Conservancy Board (Chair, Human 
Resources committee)
*Friend of the Greater Victoria Library (served as 
vice-chair), volunteer at library book sales up to 
the present 
Volunteer seniors’ advocate with Seniors Entitle-
ment Service Office at Blanshard Community 
Centre since 2008. In 2011 became Coordinator 
of volunteer advocates at SES 
*Chair Saanich Peninsula Health Associa-
tion(2009-2011) 
*Patron, Farmlands Trust  since 2011, chair 2017 
*Board member Civic Orchestra of Victoria until 
2014

Remembering the positive record of NDP governments in BC

By Iglika Ivanova and Seth Klein 

We hear a lot about BC’s strong jobs 
performance – it’s mentioned in every 
speech and media appearance by our Pre-
mier and members of her government. On 
the surface, it sounds like a good news story 
with over 73,000 new jobs created in 2016 
while many provinces actually lost jobs. But 
what the Premier doesn’t say is that most of 
these jobs were created in Metro Vancou-
ver and Victoria, and our longer-term track 
record on job creation is much less rosy.

The headline-making job creation num-
bers mask large regional disparities across 
the province. Outside Metro Vancouver and 
Greater Victoria, BC’s jobs story is nothing 
to brag about.

Recent job growth also comes on the 
heels of six years of slow recovery since 
the 2008/09 recession. BC ranked near the 
bottom of the pack compared to other prov-
inces between 2009 and 2015, ahead only 
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia (based 
on job creation as a share of all employ-
ment, the best way to compare provinces of 
different size). Adding last year’s strong job 
performance bumps BC to third place – be-
hind Ontario and Alberta (which despite the 
job losses suffered this year has seen the 
strongest net job-creation in Canada since 
the recession).

The picture, however, becomes very 
bleak when we get out of the Lower Main-
land, where the vast majority of job growth 
is located. The Metro Vancouver urban 
area is home to the vast majority of all net 
new jobs created in the province in 2016 
(83%). The broader Lower Mainland/
Southwest region of BC, which includes the 
Fraser Valley, Squamish, Whistler and the 
Sunshine Coast, is home to 94% of BC’s 
net job growth.

The only other economic region 
that saw net job creation last year is 
Vancouver Island/Coast, which gained 
just over 9,000 jobs – two thirds of 
them in Greater Victoria. The other re-
gions of BC lost jobs in 2016.

 Communities in the Interior and 
the North of the province—Thomp-
son-Okanagan, the Cariboo, Koote-
nays, North Coast/Nechako and the 
Northeast—saw net job losses last 
year. For many of these regions, these 
job losses came on the heels of hard 
times – they were hit particularly hard 
by the recession, after already strug-
gling with the decline in forestry jobs.

A bleak jobs picture 
outside BC’s big cities 

An increase in commodity prices post-
recession and the BC government’s 2011 
Jobs Plan were supposed to breathe life 
into the more rural regions of our province, 
but this largely did not happen. Despite a 
brief boost in jobs and economic activity in 
the Cariboo and the Northeast, most BC re-
gions have not yet recovered the jobs lost 
in the recession seven years ago.

Net job losses post-recession have 
come close to or exceeded 5% of all em-
ployment in each of Vancouver Island/
Coast, Kootenay, Cariboo and North Coast/
Nechako regions. The Lower Mainland and 
the Northeast are the only regions where 
there are more jobs today than there were 
before the recession hit in 2008. But this 
was not all good news for the Northeast be-
cause it saw sizeable job losses in 2016.

So, BC’s economic activity and jobs 
have become increasingly concentrated in 
the Lower Mainland/Southwest region post-
recession, from 61% of all jobs in 2008 to 
65% of all jobs in 2016. This is exactly the 
opposite of the much-needed revitalization 
of BC’s North and Interior that the Premier’s 
Jobs Plan was supposed to accomplish.

Another way to look at the regional jobs 
picture is the unemployment rate. Unem-
ployment rates dropped below 6% in 2016 
in BC’s Southwest corner – to 5.8% for 
Vancouver Island/Coast and 5.5% for the 
Lower Mainland/Southwest. But elsewhere 
in the province unemployment rates are 
well above 7%.

In the Northeast, a region that saw a big 
employment boom when gas production 
and exploration was still strong, the unem-
ployment rate climbed from 5.9% in 2015 to 
9.7% in 2016 – a dramatic and distressing 
about-face.

It’s no surprise then that outside of 
Metro is the greatest concern for families, 
according to the Vancouver Foundation’s 
latest Vital Signs report.Vancouver, em-
ployment and the economic situation 

This is why BC needs a new bold jobs 
plan that would revitalize communities in 
every corner of the province, the framework 
for which we’ve started to develop here at 
www.policynote.ca/goodjobsbc/

In the coming months leading up to 
May’s provincial election, we’ll be hearing 
lots about jobs. But be advised – parse 
those numbers out because the jobs story 
varies greatly by region. Breaking down the 
numbers reveals that many in our province 
are experiencing less economic security, 
not more.
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By Carole James 

Victoria is facing an affordable hous-
ing crisis. Under Christy Clark, the cost of 
housing has soared out of control. People 
are saying that housing and the cost of liv-
ing is their biggest concern, and over the 
last year tenant issues have been front and 
centre in our community.  It’s getting harder 
to find affordable housing to rent, let alone 
buy. 

For two years, John Horgan and the BC 
NDP called for action on the housing and 
rental market. Christy Clark refused to act 
while pocketing millions in campaign dona-
tions from real estate developers. 

As the cost of housing increases, young 
people are going into debt or being forced 
to move away. Young families tell me they 
are being squeezed out, parents say their 
kids won’t have the same opportunities 
they did, and homeowners tell me how they 
want their neighbourhoods to be diverse 
communities, not property investments. 
Along with BC NDP Leader John Horgan, 
I’m raising these concerns and calling for 
immediate steps to restrict speculation 
in Victoria’s property market with the rev-
enues going back towards building more 
affordable housing. 

Living in BC is getting more expensive 
every day. While Christy Clark gave a bil-
lion dollar tax cut to top income earners, 
she decided to make families pay about 
$1,000 more per year in Hydro, MSP and 
ICBC fees. At the same time, a growing 
number of renters are paying well over 50% 
of their income for housing. I’ve worked 
with many tenants who are dismayed with 
the low vacancy rate, skyrocketing cost 
of living, and pressure from landlords to 
move. The Christy Clark government is out 
of touch with what renters are facing, and 
their failure to act on the housing crisis has 
allowed the situation to spiral out of control.

Taking action on the housing market 

and taxing speculation is one step that will 
help alleviate the cost of rentals. I am also 
calling for a comprehensive housing strate-
gy that looks at how we increase our afford-
able rental stock in Victoria. John Horgan 
and the BC NDP have also committed to 
investing in affordable co-operative hous-
ing options that the current government has 
ignored. 

Time and again, the BC Liberals have 
ignored solutions to the housing crisis. 
They prohibited universities and colleges 
from building more on-campus housing. 
Post-secondary institutions like the Uni-
versity of Victoria and Camosun College 
are interested in building hundreds of resi-
dences, giving students more affordable 
housing options and taking pressure off 
our rental market. John Horgan and the BC 
NDP will allow universities and colleges to 
expand their on-campus housing.

With historically low vacancy rates and 
soaring rental prices in our city, tenants 
are often pressured to move or forced to 
endure unacceptable conditions because 
they have nowhere else to go. We’re hear-
ing a lot about disruption from renovations, 
poor communications by some building 
owners, and uncertainty around safety with 
concerns like asbestos contamination.

In four of the buildings undergoing ren-
ovations in Victoria-Beacon Hill, WorkSafe 
BC posted a stop work order when distur-
bance of asbestos was suspected, and no 
workers were allowed in the buildings until 
asbestos testing had been conducted. This 
included building managers, postal carriers 
and home care workers, causing a disrup-
tion to important services. To make mat-
ters worse, residents weren’t given clear 
information on what possible hazardous 
conditions they were dealing with, and un-
derstandably there was a lot of concern. 
Tenants were asking why it was considered 
acceptable to leave them living in the build-
ings at possible risk to their health, when 

Over 100 residents came to Carole James and Rob Fleming’s seniors’ forum to 
discuss health care, home care, housing, community services and more.

A BC NDP government would act on housing and renters’ issues
full precautionary measures applied for 
workers.

I worked to raise tenant concerns with 
the building managers, the owners and the 
media, in order to advocate for tenants’ 
safety, improve living conditions for tenants 
and open up better lines of communication. 
In one building asbestos contamination 
was found in two of the units and Island 
Health ordered tenants to be temporarily 
re-located until cleanup and testing were 
complete. Those tenants are now back 
home, and I’m continuing to monitor the 
situation and bring forward tenants’ con-
cerns, always with the goal of improving 
these situations and preventing something 
like this from happening again.

It is not acceptable to put tenants’ 
health at risk when conditions are consid-
ered risky enough to offer full precaution-
ary measures for workers. That’s why I 
advocated to Housing Minister Rich Cole-
man asking him to ensure that appropriate 
precautions are in place to protect tenants 
from asbestos contamination and other 
hazards when their buildings or units are 

being renovated. Rich Coleman has yet to 
take action on this critical issue. 

Government could also make changes 
to the Residential Tenancy Act, the legisla-
tion that governs the relationship between 
landlords and tenants. The BC NDP has 
introduced bills that would amend the Act, 
in order to close loopholes and increase 
protections for tenants. Striking a fairer 
balance between landlords and tenants 
would help to resolve many of the current 
issues in Victoria. Regrettably, the Christy 
Clark government has refused to support 
our bills every time.

I will continue to fight for the rights and 
well being of all residents in my community. 
Whether we own or rent, we all deserve a 
home that is safe, comfortable and secure. 

Christy Clark has let housing and rental 
costs soar, benefiting her donors while Brit-
ish Columbians pay the price. A BC NDP 
government would work for you and your 
family, taking real action on housing and 
rental issues.

Carole James is MLA for Victoria-Beacon Hill.

Carole James, Mitzi Dean and Charlayne Thornton-Joe celebrate the Lunar New 
Year, along with many Victorians out to enjoy the event.

         Photo by Tony Sprackett 

Pictured below, John Horgan and the New Democrat Opposition women’s caucus 
celebrates International Women’s Day. They are working with community members 
to improve women’s equality through a $10-a-day child care plan, a $15 minimum 
wage, supports for community services and much more.
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Victoria International Airport: The shameful secret of its First and Final Mile
By Jonathan Lee

Here’s a little fact that Victoria Inter-
national Airport’s (YYJ) Board Chairman 
James P. Crowley and President and 
CEO Geoff Dickson might imagine is un-
remarkable – they both drive cars to and 
from work – or are personally driven.

So do most, or all, of the YYJ Board 
members and management personnel at 
YYJ.

Victoria is proud of the development 
of its airport. In 2016 more than 1.8 mil-
lion passengers passed through the fa-
cility. It”s now the 10th busiest airport in 
Canada.

President and CEO Geoff Dickson 
speaks on the YYJ website of how “a vi-
brant and growing airport is a sign of a vi-
brant and growing economy”. He pledges 
to “help airlines keep their fares down and 
to help attract new air services”. 

Dickson ends his message of contin-
ued optimism with a promise to “…con-
tinue to improve the airport experience for 
our valued customers”.

All good news – except that Dickson’s 
YYJ website message makes not a single 
mention of the staff that actually operate 
this growing, international airport. Nor is 
there much evidence that his board or 
management team value staff work expe-
riences in the same way that they value 
customer experiences.

What do Dickson’s and Crowley’s 
choices of transport – private cars – to 
and from their workplaces have to do with 
the growth and economic contribution 
that YYJ can make to Victoria’s future? 
We all have to make our way to the work-
place as reliably as possible, so what’s 
the problem, you might ask.

While Geoff Dickson is bending over 
backwards to “improve the airport expe-
rience for our valued customers”, who 
comfortably fly in and out from locations 
often thousands of miles away from Van-
couver Island, many of the unmentioned 
airport service staff can’t even make a re-
liable and comfortable connection with a 
public bus service one mile distant from 
the airport. 

The problem that YYJ’s leaders are 
ignoring is about fundamental, local, con-
venient and cost effective “connections” 
– and, ironically, that is the entire raison 
d’être of the transportation industry. Mov-
ing and connecting people and goods 
safely and efficiently.

International airports operate 24/7. 
Staff shifts are employed throughout all 
operational hours. Granted, at YYJ they 

do not all work for Dickson, but without 
such staff and workers Dickson wouldn’t 
have an airport to “manage”.

He needs the cleaners, the commis-
sionaires, the security personnel, the food/
service staff – you get the idea.

These are not high wage jobs. Often 
these are barely minimum wage positions 
requiring anti-social working hours – shifts 
beginning and ending at times when Mr. 
Dickson and co. are safely tucked up in 
bed.

These are not positions that enable 
affording the luxury of a private car with 
its costs of gas, maintenance, insurance, 
expensive airport parking charges etc. – 
we’re not talking limos. These jobs can’t 
even pay to maintain and park a broken 
beater.

So the valued workers that Mr. Dickson 
fails to mention in his customer friendly, 
business message, must look to public 
transport. At YYJ this must be the bus.

One mile away from the shiny, develop-
ing YYJ airport terminal is a relatively new 
bus terminal set to the side of the Pat Bay 
highway – McTavish. It’s a state of the art 
complex, which includes an array of round-
abouts, bus shelters and turn-arounds for 
various bus routes to and from the ferry 
terminal, connecting Sidney and Victoria 
downtown and points along the way.

Here’s where Geoff Dickson’s nego-
tiation, planning and management skills 
seem to have failed even his “valued cus-

tomers”, not to mention his unmentioned 
YYJ workers.

Passengers emerging from the arrivals 
lounge at the curbside at YYJ find there’s 
often not a public transit bus available. 

Airport workers know the wait will be 
long, at best, and futile after 8.40 pm.

Now the passenger or the worker, with-
out a private or rental car to drive, must deal 
with the Final Mile -- at YYJ a lonely, dan-
gerous, potholed country road.

YYJ is not unique in needing to solve the 
Final Mile or First Mile puzzle. It’s a problem 
that relates to connecting goods and people 
from mass transit systems to local destina-
tions – homes, workplaces etc. Viable solu-
tions vary depending on local characteris-
tics, but the problems are solvable, usually.

Airports – and ferry terminals -- particu-
larly face transit connection challenges be-
cause the nature of their locations tends to 
be outlying.

Usually, effective, regular and conve-
nient transit is available. Either rail and bus 
systems terminating within the airport or 
shuttle services carrying passengers and 
staff to remote parking lots.

None of this is reliably and conveniently 
available at YYJ. It could and should be. 
Rail systems are not an option, of course, 
but regular and frequent buses and shuttles 
can easily be scheduled to carry people the 
first and final YYJ Mile, to and from the lav-
ish McTavish bus terminal. 

Instead, an often rainy and cold 30 min-
ute walk in the dark, on the rough, partly 

unlit, partly unpaved, potholed, one 
mile, mostly un-shouldered road, is 
the best that Victoria and YYJ can of-
fer its minimum wage airport workers 
and its “valued” international visitors.

Now, there are others, like Crow-
ley and Dickson, who can use their 
private transport to drive the final mile 
to the highway and head home. There 
are also dozens of taxi cabs ready to 
shuttle arriving passengers to down-
town Victoria for $60 and more and 
airport rental car services. These op-
tions are affordable for those with 
corporate expense accounts and fat 
travel budgets. For the airport worker 
and the budget traveler the choices 
that Dickson and his colleagues enjoy, 

don’t exist. 
The taxis aren’t waiting at the airport 

for a $10 fare that only requires a ride to 
the McTavish terminal, one mile away. For 
the airport worker, anyway, that short ride 
and $10 fare represents close to one hour’s 
wages. Think about that, Mr. Dickson. So 
taxis aren’t an option for the YYJ worker. 
Just a long walk in the dark.

But there is a public bus that services 
YYJ and McTavish, Dickson might say – 
route 88.

But route 88 only services, at best, YYJ 
every 40 - 120 minutes. It also ceases to 
service the Final Mile at 8.40 p.m. on week-
days and 7.55 p.m. on Sundays.

For our unmentioned, low paid airport 
workers, their shifts often don’t finish until 
much later than 8.40 p.m. 

And then they’re on their own to face 

the final mile.
It’s a dark and dangerous road. Every 

day and every evening it’s possible to see 
travelers struggling along, towing luggage, 
on their way to the buses at McTavish, or 
workers, finishing their shifts, also heading 
for the public transit, for the ride home. It’s 
not much fun to walk this mile after a 10 
hour work shift or a long haul flight. And 
then in the opposite direction, the next day, 
for a new shift.

Along the way cars and cabs will pass 
by, often splashing rain water from the 
potholes onto Geoff Dickson”s “valued 
customers” and unmentioned workers. 
Maybe Messrs. Dickson, Crowley & co. 
have looked out of the window and noticed. 
Maybe not.

The minimum wage workers at YYJ 
cannot possibly afford cab rides. They must 
rely on buses and public transit.

Victoria International Airport – the work-
place of so many – seems to willfully make 
accessibility difficult for its workers, and 
even for its customers.

First and Final Mile problems are often 
very expensive and difficult to solve.

In the case of YYJ the problem solv-
ing could not be easier. For the 4 minute 
ride from the airport to McTavish, YYJ must 
have a dedicated, affordable, shuttle on 
hand at all times for the use of shift staff 
and passengers who don’t or can’t choose 
a cab.

Such a shuttle is no more than most air-
ports provide to take passengers to parking 
lots. The shuttles are funded by the parking 
charges. YYJ can do the same.

Taxi cabs seek passengers who want 
a journey further than the one mile McTav-
ish connection, so it is difficult to imagine 
why taxis would not welcome the dedicated 
YYJ/McTavish shuttle – no more four-min-
ute fares.

The Final Mile connection between YYJ 
and McTavish is not only an inconvenience. 
It’s an accident or assault waiting to hap-
pen. An accident or assault that could so 
easily be avoided.

It’s time for YYJ and its board and man-
agement team to look beyond their shiny 
development plans for a moment and priori-
tize the human requirements of the workers 
who don’t seem to figure too prominently in 
Geoff Dickson’s world view.

Building and developing an interna-
tional airport, Mr. Crowley and Mr. Dickson, 
means including plans that enable easy, 
affordable, and safe, worker and passen-
ger access for the first or final mile of their 
journeys.

Greater Victoria public transit is a vital 
issue in the upcoming BC election. Votes 
for candidates who support the effective 
development and improvement of Victoria’s 
transit systems are votes for individuals 
who truly understand the requirements of 
humane and cost effective economies.

Victoria International Airport can eas-
ily and quickly make its own contribution 
to Victoria’s public transit requirements at 
YYJ, and at the same time honour the air-
port workers, the needs of whom it seems 
to continue to shamefully ignore.

YYJ’s lonely, dark walk to and from the nearest bus stop one mail away 

“That poverty of principle 
is never more plain than in his 
(Trudeau’s) approach to the 
Indigenous peoples of Canada 
and the fossil fuel industry. 
When Trudeau’s road runs 
over the rights of our First Na-
tions, he keeps his foot on the 
gas.” 
 - Sid Ryan, 

Canadian union leader
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Heroin-assisted treatment -- not criminalization and overdose death
By Dave Murray and Susan Boyle

As spring 2017 arrives, BC is experi-
encing the worst opioid overdose crisis in 
its history. 

In April 2016, a public health emer-
gency was announced by the BC Provin-
cial Health Officer. Yet, even though opioid 
drug overdose deaths have been rising in 
other areas of Canada too, so far, the fed-
eral government has refused to declare a 
federal public health emergency or to seri-
ously contemplate legalizing and regulating 
illegal drugs in order to save lives. 

Heroin-assisted treatment is a safe, af-
fordable and life-saving treatment recog-
nized and implemented around the world 
for people when other conventional opioid 
treatment options have been ineffective. It 
is a proven treatment that saves lives. 

SNAP members know firsthand, be-
cause all of the members were research 
subjects in one or two heroin-assisted 
treatment trials in Vancouver. 

SNAP is a peer run group (SALOME/
NAOMI Association of Patients) that runs 
weekly at VANDU (Vancouver Area Net-
work of Drug Users) in the Downtown 
Eastside of Vancouver. SNAP is a unique 
independent group of past participants in 
the NAOMI and SALOME heroin-assisted 
clinical trials. 

SNAP members are the only people in 
North America to be part of a heroin-assist-
ed treatment (HAT) trial. Dave Murray, a 
former NAOMI patient founded the group. 

SNAP came together in January 2011 
following the end of the NAOMI clinical trial 
when patients in the trial were denied the 
treatment that they benefited from. The 
group came together to support one an-
other and to advocate for HAT. 

Now SNAP membership is also com-
prised of past SALOME patients. Following 
the end of the SALOME trial, many SNAP 
members were able to continue treatment 
at Crosstown Clinic in the Downtown East-
side. 

Yet, HAT treatment is contingent on 
individual Special Access Programme re-
quests to Health Canada. 

The Special Access Programme was 
set up by Health Canada to allow physi-
cians treating patients with serious and life 
threatening conditions, and for whom other 
conventional treatments have failed or are 
unavailable, to offer a medication that is not 
otherwise available in Canada. 

It is a time-consuming process that is 
fraught with tension for HAT patients be-
cause of delays and the possibility that 
the SAP request will be denied. The SAP 
application must be renewed every three 
months. 

Unlike conventional addiction treat-
ments such as methadone, or HAT pro-
grams in other countries, HAT patients in 
Canada are treated differently. Canadian 
physicians cannot prescribe HAT in the 
same way that they prescribe methadone to 
patients; the only access to HAT is through 
SAP. And the only clinic in Canada whose 
physicians submit HAT SAP applications 
for their patients is Crosstown .

SNAP has been active for six years 
now, educating and advising the public, re-
searchers, justice professionals, and health 
care providers about the benefits of HAT 
and the need for permanent HAT programs 
in and outside of Vancouver.

The overdose death crisis has impact-
ed all SNAP members: friends and family 
have died. These deaths are preventable. 
One SNAP member stated recently that he 
is thankful that he is a patient receiving HAT 
at Crosstown Clinic, because it has protect-
ed him during the overdose death crisis: 

That’s why it’s time to get more people 
in [a HAT program]… especially with ev-
erybody OD-ing….Fentanyl, yeah. That’s 
scary, you know. I am really thankful I am 
not out there taking my chances like that.

HAT saves lives. SNAP urges the pub-
lic, health officials, and our elected politi-
cians to support the scientific evidence and 
establish heroin-assisted treatment across 

Canada for those in need of such treat-
ment. 

Because many overdose deaths in BC 
are not solely a fentanyl or heroin death; 
rather they are the result of poly-drug use, 
such as cocaine and fentanyl or alcohol 
and fentanyl, SNAP also advises the scal-
ing up of other harm reduction programs, 
the establishment of stimulant programs 
for individuals who use cocaine and meth-
amphetamines, and managed alcohol 
programs. These programs need to be 
diverse, allowing for more flexibility in the 
administration of doses, such as injection, 
oral, and smoking.

Finally, SNAP calls for the legal regu-
lation of all criminalized drugs. Possibly 
then, the social and legal discrimination 
of people who currently use criminalized 
drugs will end. This policy change would 
save lives and guarantee that the quality 
and quantity of all drugs are assured. 

Given the overdose crises in and out-
side of British Columbia today, this might 
be the right time for a clean break from pu-
nitive drug prohibitionist policy.

Dave Murray is a founding member of SNAP 
(SALOME/NAOMI Patients Association), which 
is located at 380 East Hastings Street, Vancou-
ver BC, V6A 1P4 and can be reached by email 
at dvdmurray0@gmail.com

By Sue Stroud

On a slushy February evening, Mary 
Winspear Centre in Sidney was the site of 
a Housing Affordability Town Hall hosted by 
MLA Gary Holman. 

The event was organized to discuss 
the Saanich Peninsula Affordable Hous-
ing Needs Assessment undertaken by the 
Social Planning Council of Greater Victoria. 
Funding was secured through BC Housing 
and Canada Mortgage and Housing grants 
and the study was carried out in 2016. 

Marika Albert, Executive Director of the 
Social Planning Council and author of the 
Housing Needs Assessment, presented 
a slide show on the Assessment, the first 
of its kind on the Peninsula and the type 
of reporting needed to secure funding for 
housing from senior levels of government. 

“Our report outlines the substantial gap 
between the need for and supply of afford-
able housing, particularly for the thousands 
of low and modest income families living on 
the Peninsula,” said Albert, “We need to act 
now.”

In her presentation Albert noted that 
930 households were living on less than 
$30,000 per year and of the 2800 renter 
households on the Peninsula one-third 
were living on a low income. For no in-
come to moderate incomes, there is an un-
der supply of housing on the Peninsula of 
roughly 6,000 units. 

Owner households are the opposite 
with most earning over $180,000 per year 
and an over-supply of housing available to 
them. See more at https://www.crd.bc.ca/
docs/default-source/housing-pdf/housing-
planning-and-programs/saanichpeninsu-
laaffordablehousingneedsassessmentsum-
maryreport.pdf?sfvrsn=2

“There are over 550 families on the 
Peninsula spending over 50% of their in-
come on housing and the situation is even 
more dire for First Nations,” said Holman. 
“The issue of housing affordability is a top 
priority for Peninsula residents. I am more 
than happy to help any developer or society 
approach the different levels of government 
for funding.”

Some of the difficulties which were 
identified included the need to protect farm-
land from sprawl, parking and traffic flow is-
sues, access to needed services such as 
schools, doctors, hospitals etc. Solutions 
include densification in designated town-
sites, legalization of suites, variances for 
parking, easy access to transit, developing 
with non-profit partners and joint funding 
with various levels of government. 

The Capital Region Housing Trust Fund 
is a fund that all the local governments on 
the Peninsula pay into annually, but little of 
that funding has been accessed by devel-

opers on the Peninsula until now. The new 
rental housing being built jointly by Greater 
Victoria Housing Society and developer 
Matt Peulan on the Verdier House property 
in Brentwood Bay is one of the first to make 
use of that funding.

After the slide show, the meeting contin-
ued with a lively presentation by MLA David 
Eby, Official Opposition Housing Spokes-
person, who is a strong advocate for gov-
ernment housing.  

“It doesn’t matter if you’re a renter, try-
ing to buy, or wondering where your chil-
dren and grandchildren will be able to live, 
almost everyone in British Columbia is hurt 
by this housing crisis in some way. These 
problems didn’t show up overnight, they 
have been building for years, and it is en-
tirely due to the negligence of this provincial 
government that we are in the dire situation 
we are in today,” he said bluntly. 

He continued, “The homes of engineers 
and doctors were sold to investment firms 
and the engineers and doctors moved into 
the homes of ordinary middle class work-
ers; middle class workers moved in to lower 
income areas [a process known as gentrifi-
cation] and the lower income renters were 
pushed into the streets.” 

Foreign buyers in Victoria are really 
Vancouverites who have been pushed out 
of the Vancouver market, according to Eby, 
and as the process continues tent cities like 
the one recently dismantled near the Victo-
ria Court House spring up.

“Housing should not be able to be used 
as an investment, this is what is driving 
up costs,” said Eby. “In Tsawassen, single 
family homes increased in cost 100% in a 
single year due to such speculation. It is not 
a fair situation to extort from people all of 
their income just to keep a roof over their 
head. Unfortunately when government is 
beholden to private developers for their 
political fortunes this is what happens.” 
“It’s a serious issue because the lack of 
housing is cannibalizing other sectors; 
when tech workers can’t afford housing our 
tech industry can’t thrive.”

Eby urged the audience to watch the 
Knowledge Network’s program “Sand 
Wars”; to read the Simon Fraser University 
study of homelessness and to look up the 
UBC Sauder School of Business’s findings 
on property taxes.

“The foreign buyer tax is inherently un-
fair as it makes whole groups of legitimate 
buyers second class citizens,” said Eby.  
Non-Canadians live and work in Canada, 
buying homes and contributing to their 
communities through work, volunteer time 
and taxes. They are now facing an extra 
penalty for owning a home he explained. 

“Knee jerk solutions aren’t the answer. 
In Paris, France they created a tax on emp-

Everyone needs a home
ty homes so a whole business sprang up 
to keep houses looking lived in by having 
lights turn on and off automatically and by 
staging to make it look as if someone was 
at home.”

In discussing rental housing Eby noted 
that one part of the solution is to allow BC 
universities and colleges to borrow to build 
student housing which the current gov-
ernment will not allow. This would move 
students out of the regular rental housing 
market freeing up units for others.

The evening ended with a lively dis-
cussion including comments by Kay Mel-
liship of the Greater Victoria Housing 
Society, several local councillors and au-

dience members. One speaker noted that 
there are often dire consequences when 
someone has to move away from friends 
and family support networks in order to 
find housing. Another mentioned the fact 
that BC Housing rules do not allow elderly 
siblings or friends to live together unless 
one is the legal caregiver for the other. As 
a result two full units are needed to house 
them with two kitchens, two washrooms, 
etc., whereas one unit with two bedrooms 
would save space, costs and building re-
sources.
 This article first appeared in Saanich Voice On-
line

Bryce Casavant
your BC NDP candidate for Oak Bay-Gordon Head

Part of the John Horgan team to Build a Better BC
authorized by the official agent for the Bryce Casavant campaign

Facebook.com/BryceforBC
@Bryce_Casavant
Bryce.Casavant@bcndp.ca
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Book review by Jim Manly

• In 1996 a reporter asked Mad-
eleine Albright, US ambassador to 
the UN under Clinton, about the 
children who had died because of 
sanctions against Iraq. “We have 
heard that half a million children 
have died. I mean, that’s more 
children than died in Hiroshima. 
And, you know, is the price worth 
it?”    After a short pause, Albright 
replied, “I think this is a very hard 
choice, but the price — we think the 
price is worth it.”

Also in 1996 Canada’s Royal Commis-
sion on Aboriginal Affairs spoke about the 
thousands of indigenous children who had 
been taken from their families and commu-
nities and placed in Residential Schools.  
Of these children the Report says, “there 
were hundreds who survived and scores 
who benefitted from the education they 
received.” (I, 601)   Thousands taken, hun-
dreds who survived, scores who benefit-
ted. Both the Royal Commission and later 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
clearly stated that no benefits could justify 
the mistreatment of those children.  Some 
people, like Conservative Senator Lynn 
Beyak, have tried to defend Residential 
Schools by pointing to some staff members 
who were kind and well-intentioned; how-
ever, in spite of individuals who were kind 
and helpful, the overall conclusion remains 
that these schools were not only a tragic 
mistake but that they amounted to “cultural 
genocide”. 

Because Canada claims to be a de-
mocracy, all Canadians have to accept re-
sponsibility for the wrong that was done.  
According to Leviticus 16:1-22, when the 
people of ancient Israel had transgressed, 
they took two goats, one of which they 
killed as a sacrifice.  The priest then laid 
his hand on the head of the other goat and 
confessed all their wrongdoing; this goat,  
which the King James Version calls the 
“scapegoat,” was then driven out into the 
desert. Problem solved.  It was almost as 
easy as emptying the trash on your com-
puter.

For the wrong of Residential Schools, 
Canada has found its own scapegoat: 
Duncan Campbell Scott (1862-1947.)  Stu-
dents of Canadian Literature know Scott 
as one of the foremost Canadian poets of 
the late 19th and early 20th century. But 
Scott also had a day job; from 1879, when 
he was hired by Sir John A. Macdonald as 
a copy clerk, he worked for the Department 
of Indian Affairs.  He rose through the ranks 
to Accountant, then Superintendent of Ed-
ucation and from 1913 till his retirement in 
1932 as Deputy Superintendent.  Although 
Parliament was ultimately responsible for 
Indian Affairs policy and budgets, Scott 
played a dominant role not only in adminis-
tration but also in advising the government 
and helping to shape policy. 

Some of Scott’s best known poems 
paint a nostalgic but powerful portrait of in-
digenous people. 

 “The Onondaga Madonna” tells of a 
strong and passionate “woman of a weird 

and waning race, // The tragic savage lurk-
ing in her face.… And closer in the shawl 
about her breast,// The latest promise of 
her nation’s doom,//Paler than she her 
baby clings and lies.”  

The first part of “The Forsaken” re-
counts the story of a Chippewa woman with 
a sick baby, hungry and freezing; her futile 
attempts to fish with an unbaited hook, fi-
nally drove her to cut into her own flesh for 
bait which enabled her to catch fish and 
survive with her child.  In the second part, 
“Because she was old and useless, like a 
paddle broken and warped,” her people 
abandon her on the edge of a lonely lake.  
On her third night alone she was buried 
deep in snow.  “But in the frost of the dawn,// 
Up from the life below,// Rose a column of 
breath// Through a tiny cleft in the snow,// 
Fragile, delicately drawn, // Wavering with 
its own weakness, // In the wilderness a 
sign of the spirit.”

In “The Half-Breed Girl” Scott pictures 
a young woman caught between two cul-
tures; beyond the reality of the “stifling wig-
wam”, she dreams of her unknown Scottish 
heritage  “in a legendary land”.  “She covers 
her face with her blanket,// Her fierce soul 
hates her breath,// As it cries with a sudden 
passion// For life or death.”

Brian Titley’s book, A Narrow Vision: 
Duncan Campbell Scott and the Adminis-
tration of Indian Affairs in Canada, (Van-
couver: UBC Press, 1986) shifted the focus 
from Scott as a poet, to Scott the bureau-
crat. According  to Titley, Scott’s adminis-
tration was marked, not only by honesty 
and efficiency, but also by Anglo-Canadian 
ethnocentrism, a penny-pinching attitude to 
expenditures of public money, centraliza-
tion of authority, and strong opposition to 
indigenous organizations. (201-203.) The 
“delusion of paternal responsibility” meant 
that there was no alternative to treating 
indigenous people as wards of the crown 
except total assimilation and enfranchise-
ment.

  In spite of his long service, Scott had 
no vision for Indian Affairs; as a friend, E.K. 
Brown said, “the centre of his life was not 
in his office, where he seldom came early 
and never stayed late.” His real  life was in 
his poetry. 

Through a series of nine imaginary con-
versations with Scott, Mark Abley attempts 
to bring the two aspects of Scott’s life to-
gether and see to what extent they can 
be reconciled. He points out that Scott’s 
reputation has deteriorated to such an ex-
tent that Will Ferguson nominated Scott 
as “one of the worst Canadians of all time” 
(45.)  In 2010 his name was dropped from 
the award for new  poetry in the Ottawa 
area; henceforth it would not be the Lamp-
man-Scott Award but simply the Lampman 
Award (80.) 

As he faces Abley’s questions from the 
21st century, Scott cannot vindicate his ac-
tions; the most he can do is to rationalize 
them.  For example, he states that the De-
partment had made improvements to the 
physical condition of the schools following 
a damning report by Dr. Peter Bryce saying 
the schools and the way they were run was 
“A National Crime.”

“We enhanced the sanitation, the heating, 
the lighting, and so on.  But then the Great War 

came, and the money for all such projects disap-
peared.  Do you seriously believe I could have 
asked my minister to go before the cabinet and 
say that improving the heating system at Indian 
schools in northern Saskatchewan should have 
a higher priority than equipping the Canadian 
Army with rifles?” (p. 48)

Scott also points to the strait-jacket he 
was in when dealing with the churches that 
ran the schools; if he denied them more 
students and hence more per capita fund-
ing in already overcrowded schools, he and 
his Department risked serious political con-
troversy (49-50.)

Whether or not First Nations students 
could be trained to compete for jobs in the 
larger society created a Catch 22 situation 
that was outlined by Frank Oliver, an early 
20th century minister: perhaps “we are not 
able to educate them to compete, in which 
case our money is thrown away.”   But if  
they “could compete industrially with our 
own people [it] seems to be a very unde-
sirable use of public money.” (65)  Either 
way politicians were reluctant to vote more 
money for First Nations education.

In the intervals between Scott’s phan-
tom visits, Abley researched both aspects 
of his work and came to a deeper appre-
ciation of his poetry.  “In his poetry… Scott 
could evoke hunger and desperation sharp-
ly enough to make readers imagine and 
care for the suffering people he described.”  
Abley contrasts such poetry with a 1931 
report with its ‘’neutral, evasive language,”  
no sense of urgency, where no one cared 
for hungry people without hope: “Many of 
the northern  districts are now overpopulat-
ed… During the past few years fur has be-

come scarce, the price has fallen, the forest 
has been invaded by white trappers, and 
the increased populations are quite prob-
ably more than the country can support at 
any reasonable level.  It  would appear that, 
for a time at least, there is not much hope 
of improvement in their condition.…  It may 
be that an actual decrease of the bands is 
inevitable, and some of them may be re-
duced to remnants.” (87-88.)

The book ends in something of a draw.  
When Scott asks, “If I was often guilty of the 
sin of blindness, can you grant me forgive-
ness?”  Abley replies that he is the wrong 
person to ask, that Scott needs to ask 
forgiveness from Canada’s 1.4 million Ab-
original people. In his final comment, Scott 
says, “Above all, I tried to do the best for my 
country. I loved this country.  I was a Cana-
dian to the marrow of my bones” (220.) 

In addition to his conversations with 
Scott and quotations from his work, Abley 
also provides stories and quotations from 
a wide variety of figures: Franz Boas, Gary 
Cooper, Bill Reid, Buffy Sainte-Marie, John 
Ralston Saul, et.al.  Conversations With  A 
Dead Man is not a “must read” book but it 
is informative and eminently readable while 
raising important and painful issues.

Scapegoats are convenient ways to 
avoid taking responsibility; so while we can 
deplore the role that D.C. Scott played in 
the tragic history of Residential Schools, we 
cannot load all the evil upon him—nor upon 
the churches.  We are all complicit and we 
all need to take responsibility for develop-
ing a new relationship between indigenous 
people and the rest of society.

Conversations with a Dead Man: The Legacy of Duncan Campbell Scott, by 
Mark Abley, Madeira  Park, BC, Douglas & MccIntyre, 2013

Book review by Starla Anderson

On the back cover of The Candidate, 
the author’s bio states:  “Noah Richler is an 
author, journalist, cultural critic, occasional 
broadcaster and failed political candidate.”  
Richler deserves all of these titles except 
one—he was by no means a “failed po-
litical candidate.”  Richler’s memoir of the 
months leading up to his decision to seek 
the New Democratic Party nomination for 
the riding of Toronto-St. Paul’s in the 2015 
federal election, and his experience on the 
campaign trail is an inspiration for anyone 
with the courage to take on the challenge of 
being a first time candidate.

Richler was particularly heroic to sign 
on to be the NDP candidate in the riding of 
Toronto-St. Paul’s as Carolyn Bennett, the 
Liberal candidate, had enjoyed a solid base 
of support in this riding since 1997 when 
she was first elected.    

But like other New Democrats across 
the country, Richler was encouraged by 
early summer polling numbers that sug-
gested that the NDP was positioned to re-
place the Conservative government in Ot-
tawa and he wanted to give his all to that 
cause. 

The Candidate is put together some-
what like a scrapbook — Richler’s narrative 
text is interspersed with imaginative fan-
tasy, reconstructed conversations, descrip-
tive and often humorous anecdotes, letters, 
emails, graphs, still photos from campaign 
videos, a map of the riding, and other cre-
ative bits.   

Richler’s conversational style draws the 
reader into his experiences with nuanced 
details such as his annoyance with Ben-
nett’s complaints about having to re-apply 
for her job as MP every few years!   

Most fascinating to this reader were 
Richler’s accounts of his dramatically dif-
ferent experiences when canvassing and 
fundraising in the riding’s contrasting neigh-
borhoods of low-income Little Jamaica and 
wealthy Forest Hill.   Richler enjoyed chat-
ting with all of his potential constituents ex-
cept those who rudely slammed their doors 
in his face—whatever the neighborhood.

Richler was deeply invested financially 
and emotionally in his candidacy, with his 
wife Sarah supporting him throughout the 
ups and downs of the campaign—Richler 

stresses how necessary this support is for 
a candidate.  He also gives kudos to his 
campaign organizers and all of the volun-
teers who made his candidacy not only re-
spectable but also possible.   

Early on in the campaign Richler was 
surprised to find that despite being asked 
to run with the expectation of losing, he 
started “to believe that victory might be 
possible.  I was learning that the candidate 
must believe: how else to ask a team, in 
good faith, to join the cause?”

After the election, when Richler meets 
a supporter who tells him he had a great 
campaign and asks whether he will run 
again, Richler doesn’t have a ready an-
swer.  This reviewer agrees with another 
supporter who told him, “We need to have 
people like you in our government.”   

But whether or not Noah Richler does 
run again, after reading The Candidate I 
know that Noah Richler will continue to do 
just fine for himself as an author, journalist, 
cultural critic, and occasional broadcaster.  

This memoir offers entertaining tales 
and a wealth of information about one first 
time candidate’s experience on the cam-
paign trail.

The Candidate — Fear and Loathing on 
the Campaign Trail, by Noah Richler, Doubleday 
Canada, 2016, ISBN:  978-0-385-68727-0
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Book review by Theresa Wolfwood

“In recent years, the Canadian state has 
lent its support to a repressive post-coup 
regime in Honduras; has provided military 
and ideological backing for a repressive 
regime in Colombia, one which boasts the 
hemisphere’s worst human rights record; 
has aggressively interfered in the domestic 
affairs of left-of-centre Latin American gov-
ernments such as that of Higo Chavez in 
Venezuela and Rafael Correa in Ecuador; 
it has supported ecological destruction and 
the dislocation of vulnerable populations 
in the region through its support Canadian 
natural resource companies…”  from the 
introduction

 
At a time when many Canadians are 

becoming aware of the role of Canadian 
registered mining companies (75% of all 
mining companies in the world are Canada-
based) Gordon and Webber have provided 
an important documentation of how Cana-
da operates as an imperial power globally, 
nowhere more egregiously than in Latin 
America. 

Canadian mining companies devas-
tate the social and physical environment 
of many communities from Mexico to Peru, 
destroying the social fabric of people who 
were not consulted about mines, accrue no 
benefits and whose human rights are tragi-
cally disregarded.

 As Gordon and Webber illustrate, Ca-
nadian government foreign policy devel-
oped lock step with corporate expansion. 
Nowhere is this more obvious than in the 
changes in Canadian development aid. Ca-
nadian aid used to be directed to the poor-
est of the poor. CIDA had a record of as-
sisting vulnerable populations throughout 
the world.  

Now, as the authors write, things are 
different; they quote a Harper government 
official, “Our government is strengthening 
its development assistance in the Americas 
because this is our neighbourhood, where 
we have significant interests.”  Grants to 
faith-based groups that worked with com-
munities, the Mennonites, Catholics and 
ecumenical organizations, that criticized 
Canadian mining projects were cut.

Corporate Social Responsibility, a nice 
phrase which this reviewer considers an 
oxymoron, really is a cover-up for aid proj-
ects that partner with corporations; they 
may appear benign by helping train and 
prepare for resource exploitation; in reality 
this aid masks the human rights abuses, 
community intimidation and the provision 
of brutal private security forces that are an 
inseparable part of Canadian mining com-
panies’ operations and profiteering. 

 The authors provide chapters of con-
text, history and details about Canadian 
involvement in Honduras, Colombia, Ecua-
dor, Venezuela and an overview of Central 

America.
In just one example, in Honduras, af-

ter the overthrow of democratically elected 
President José Manuel Zelaya who had 
attempted some reforms, including a new 
constitution, education benefits, raising the 
minimum wage and, in mining, he planned 
to implement stricter environmental regula-
tions. 

Maybe the red flag was his intent to ban 
open-pit mining.  Canada rushed in after 
the coup, even as poverty and violence in-
creased; Honduras has the highest murder 
rate in the world, mainly of journalists, ac-
tivists, reformers, including most recently, 
the assassination of activist Berta Cáceres. 
Yet Canada actively refused to support a 
return to democracy in Honduras, as the 
new government welcomed openly foreign 
investment.  The Canadian governments 
continued in Honduras as throughout Latin 
America to support the profitable expan-
sion of Canadian capital.

Gordon and Webber put it this way, “Ca-
nadian capital continues to tread heavily 
over the lives of ordinary Latin Americans, 
the mass of evidence we have accumulat-
ed in this makes a mockery of mining and 
maquila executives who plead not guilty…
We have likewise exposed the hypocrisy 
of Canada’s claims of genuine commit-
ment to democracy in contemporary Latin 
America…” 

Altogether the analysis and documen-

Theresa Wolfwood is a Victoria activist and 
writer. More of her book reviews may be read 
on http://bookreviews.bbcf.ca/   Her poetry col-
lection, Love and Resistance is available at Ivy’s 
bookshop.

Blood of Extraction: Canadian Imperialism in Latin America, by  Todd Gordon and 
Jeffrey Webber, 2016,   Fernwood Publishing, Halifax and Winnipeg, Canada; ISBN: 

tation expresses clearly that Canada is 
capable and guilty of as crass greed and 
ruthlessness as any imperial power, includ-
ing the one to south of us. We may be tiny 
but we can play with the big boys.  

It is obvious our politicians prefer to 
identify with the interests of Canadian capi-
talism rather than its citizens.  It may ap-
pear on the surface that repression and 
power say equate with stability but as we 
know and as the authors emphasize, there 
is another force in Latin America, Canada 
and the world.  

As the authors express it, “Out of cracks 
of this international system of domination, 
powerful and creative forms of self-orga-
nization and resistance have emerged 
against the odds. They represent the great-
est threat to the reproduction of capitalist 
imperialism, and the greatest to humanity, 
social justice, and ecological sustainability.” 

We might well ask ourselves and our 
politicians to answer the question posed in 
the famous song, “Which side are you on?” 

Photostory by Gisele Bentley

When I attended this peaceful rally i 
Victoria support of the Women’s Rally in 
Washington, DC, I was surprised by the 
numbers.  There were individuals in all age 
categories, families, organized groups, po-
litical parties and organizations attending 
with great signs showing what they cared 
about as well as their sense of humour.  

This rally represented all people who 
were there to stand up not only for women’s 
rights but for human rights.  You could feel 
the positive energy and the solidarity as 
you walked through the crowds.  

The speakers reflected how they felt by 
sharing their own personal stories as Car-
ole James did.  She shared a story about 
her first protest when she was in elemen-
tary school in Victoria.  

It was a snow day and girls were not 
allowed to wear pants to school.  She said 
she was lucky to grow up in a household 
where she learned to speak for herself.  So 
she and others gathered together at her 
house and made protest signs the night be-
fore, then they went to school the next day 
and took the school out on strike. 

She never imagined decades later that 
she would have to stand up on stage with 
everyone to still have to fight for equality for 
women in this world.  

Women’s March supported in Victoria

Carole James (left) and Maurine Karagianis speak to the large crowd gathered to 
support the Women’s Rally in Washington, DC, and share their experiences.

Large crowds (left), many bearing signs 
gather to stand upfor women’s rights.

Listening to speakers’ stories.
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479-8326, email maurine.karagianis.mla@ 
leg.bc.ca or visit her website at www.maurinek-
aragianis.ca.

Juan de Fuca Community Office, John Hor-
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nue, Sidney, BC , phone: 250 655-5711, toll-free: 
1-855 955-5711, fax: 250 655-7398, email gary.
holman.mla.leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Beacon Hill Community Office, Car-
ole James, MLA: 1084 Forst Street, Victoria,BC, 
V8V 3K4,  phone 250-952-4211, fax 250-952-
4586, email carole.james.mla@leg.bc.ca.

Victoria-Swan Lake Community Office, Rob 
Fleming, MLA: 1020 Hillside Avenue, Victoria, 
BC, V8T 2A2, email rob.fleming.mla@leg.bc.ca.

MPs and COMMUNITY OFFICES

Randall Garrison, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6, 
email randall.garrison@parl.gc.ca.

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke Community Office, 
Randall Garrison, MP, 2904 Tillicum Road (the 
corner of Gorge and Tillicum, Victoria, BC, V9A 
2A5, open 10 am-4 pm, Monday-Thursday or 
by appointment. Phone 250-405-4550; fax 250-
405-4568. 

Alistair MacGregor, MP, House of Commons, 
Confederation Building, Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6., 
email alistair.macgregor@parl.gc.ca, or visit his 
website at www.alistairmacgregor.ca.

Cowichan-Malahat-Langford Community Of-
fices, Alistair MacGregor, MP, Duncan Office, 
101-128 Ingram Street,. Duncan, BC, V9L 1P1, 
Langford Office: 3202B Happy Valley Road, 
phone 1-866-609-9998, or email at alistair.mac-
gregor@parl.gc.ca. 

Murray Rankin, MP, House of Commons, Con-
federation Building,Ottawa, ON, K1A 0A6. email 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca, or visit his website at 
www.murrayrankin.ca/

Victoria Community Office, Murray Rankin, 
MP, 1057 Fort Street, Victoria, V8V 3K5, phone 
250-363-3600, fax 250-363-8422, email him at 
murray.rankin@parl.gc.ca

PROVINCIAL NDP
CONSTITUENCY ASSOCIATIONS

Cowichan Valley New Democrats: Write PO 
Box 102, Duncan, BC, V9L 3X1, or contact presi-
dent Ian Morrison, at 250-710-1227.

Esquimalt-Metchosin New Democrats:
Write Apt 604, 105-1497 Admirals Road, Victo-
ria, BC  V9A 2P8 or email esquimaltmetchosin@
gmail.com.

Langford-Juan de Fuca New Democrats: 
Phone president Sharon Wilkinsn at 250-478-
5907 or email her at sawilkinson@shaw.ca.

Oak Bay-Gordon Head New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 5539, LCD 9, Victoria, BC, V8R 6S4 or 
contact president Keith Todd at 250-598-8039 or 
by email at keith.todd@shaw.bc.ca.

Saanich North and the Islands New Demo-
crats: Email president Allan Collier at silcol@
telus.net.

Saanich South New Democrats: Write PO Box 
30041, Saanich Centre Postal Outlet, Victoria, 
BC, V8X 5E1, phone 250-479-1100, or email 
emrogers@uvic.ca

Victoria-Beacon Hill New Democrats: Write 
PO Box 8523, Victoria, BC, V8W 3S1 attention 
President Lucia Orser..
 
Victoria-Swan Lake New Democrats: Contact 
President Trish Richards at victoriaswanlak-
endp@gmail.com or write PO Box 282, 1681 
Hillside Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8T 2C1.

FEDERAL NDP RIDING ASSOCIATIONS

Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke New Democrats: 
Contact President Grant McLachlan at 778-676-
4033; email him at esquimaltsaanichsookendp@
gmail.com, or write to PO Box 622, 105-1497 Ad-
mirals Road, Victoria, BC, V9A 2P8.

Cowichan -Malahat-Langford New Democrats 
(formerly Nanaimo-Cowichan): Contact presi-
dent Anne Balding at 250-710-0351 or email her 
at a.balding@hotmail.com.

Saanich-Gulf Islands New Democrats: Con-
tact president Teale Phelps Bondaroff, by phone 
at 778-678-8325, or by email at tealepb@gmail.
com.. See also Facebook: @Saanichgulfislands 
or Twitter: @SGI_NDP.

Victoria New Democrats: Contact president 
James Coccola, by phone at 250-514-5518, or  
by email  to president@victoriandp.ca, or visit 
their website at www.victoriandp.ca.

PROVINCIAL AND FEDERAL
NDP OFFICES

BC New Democrats: 5367 Kingsway, Burnaby, 
BC, V5H 2G1, phone 604-430-8600, fax 604-
432-9517, toll free 1-888-868-3637.

Canada’s New Democrats: 300-279 Laurie 
West, Ottawa, ON, K1P 5J9, phone 613-236-
3613, toll free, 1-866-525-2555, fax 613-230-
9950, TTY: 1-866-776-7742.

OTHER GROUPS
YOU MAY WANT TO REACH

Amnesty International--Canadian Section: 
www.amnesty.org

BC Council of Senior Citizens Organizations: 
phone 604-438-3221.

BC Latin American Congress: 4184 Brant 
Street, Vancouver, BC, V5N 5B4, phone 604-
879-3246, fax 604-872-6776, email bclac@vcn.
bc.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives: 410-
75 Albert Street, Ottawa ON, K1P 5E7, phone 
613-563-1341, fax 613-233-1458, email ccpa@
policyalternatives.ca, website www.policyalter-
natives.ca.

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives--BC 
Office, 1400-207 West Hastings Street, Van-
couver, BC, V6B 1H7, phone 604-801-5121, fax 
604-801-5122, website: ww.pollicyalternatives.
ca.

Canadian Health Coalition: phone 613-233-
1018.

Canadian Labour Congress (Pacific Region): 
201-5118 Joyce Street, Vancouver, BC, V5R 
4H1; Regional Representative Iris Taylor, phone 
604-430-6766, ext 267, fax 604-430-6762.

Canadians for Justice and Peace in the Mid-
dle East, Victoria Chapter: Victoria, BC, phone 
778-679-2943 or email frances.everett@cjpme.
org. Enquiries, new members, guests welcome. 
CJPME’s website can be found at www.cjpme.
org.

Council of Canadians, Victoria Chapter: 203-
391 Tyee Road, Victoria, BC V9A 0A9. Info@
victoriacouncilofcanadians.ca and www.victoria-
councilofcanadians.ca.

Canadian Wildlife Federation: 350 Michael 
Cowpland Drive, Kanata, ON, K2M 2W1, phone 
1-800-563-9453, or visit www.cwf-fcf.org.

Cool Aid Society: www.CoolAid.org; phone 
250-383-1977: Building homes, lives and com-
munity. Cool Aid creates opportunities for people 
who are homeless or living in poverty. We make 
a difference through housing, health care, sup-
port and emergency shelters. Founded in 1968, 
Cool Aid helps over 9,000 people in the Capital 
Region every year, at 14 locations in Langford, 
Victoria and Saanich. The Society’s major new 
campaign is “Help End Homelessness”, to build 
an additional 360 apartments for people in the 
community who have no home.

Ecojustice: 214-131 Water Street, Vancouver, 
BC, V6B 4M3, phone 1-800-926-7444.

Human Rights Internet: www.hri.ca.

Inter-Cultural Association of Greater Victoria: 
phone 250-388-4728, fax 250-386-4395.

Mining Justice Action Committee (MJAC): 
contact Heather Tufts at htufts@shaw.ca or 
Sharlene Patterson at daveandshar@shaw.ca.

NAPO (National Anti-Poverty Organization) 
News: advocates for the poor in communities, 

courts and poliltical arenas, www.napo-onap.ca.

NDP Socialist Caucus: www.ndpsocialists.ca. 
“Our aim and ongoing struggle as New Demo-
crats must be to establish a Socialist Canada.”

Parliamentary website lists all federal cabinet 
ministers, parliamentary scretaries and opposi-
ton spokeseprsons. Visit www.parl.gc.ca/infor-
mation/about/people/key/critic.asp?language=E

Seniors Entitlement Service, assisting seniors 
55+ in Greater Victoria with pensions, healthcare 
and other issues at QuadraVillage Community 
Centre, 901 Kings Rd.  Trained advocates on 
duty Monday and Thursdays, 9am-3pm.  Tel.250-
388-7696, ext 223. 

Seniors Serving Seniors: 109-1022 Pandora 
Avenue, Victoria, BC, V8V 3P5, phone 250-382-
4331.

South Island Health Coalition, an affiliate of 
the BC Health Coalition. If you are concerned 
about access affordability and quallity of health 
care in our community, get ivolved by calling co-
chairs Dale Perkins at 250-592-5487 or Wendy 
Strong at 250-592-1222.

Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): 
302-895 Fort Street, Victoria, BC, V8W 1H7, 
phone 250-361-3521; fax 250-361-3541.

Victoria Immigrant and Refugee Centre Soci-
ety: Third floor, 535 Yates Street, Victoria, BC, 
V8W 2Z6 phone 250-361-9433, fax 250-361-
1914 or see website www.virca.bc.ca.

Victoria Labour Council: 219-2750 Quadra 
street, Victoria, BC, V8T 4E8, phone 250-384-
8331, fax 250-384-8381, email vlcbc@telsu.net.; 
Mike Eso, president, Stan Dzbik, treasurer, Kim 
Manotn, secretary Michael Maloney...

World Wildlife Federation: 410-245 Eglington 
Avenue East, Toronto, ON, M4P 3J1, phone 
1-800-26-PANDA, fax 416-489-8055, website 
www.wwf.ca.

United Nations Association of Canada 
(UNAC)--Victoria Branch: 202-3293 Douglas 
Street, Victoria, BC, V8Z 3K9, phone 250-475-
2868, fax 250-475-5898, email unavic@coast-
net.com or website www.unac.org.

ALTERNATIVE PUBLICATIONS

Canadian Dimension Magazine: An indepen-
dent forum for Left-wing political thought and dis-
cussion — including just about the entire range of 
what passes for the Left in Canada. A few years 
ago we adopted the banner “a magazine for peo-
ple who want to change the world”. That’s still 
a good summary of who we are. Subscriptions 
from $29.99. See http://canadiandimension.com 
for more information.Or contact them by mail at 
Canadian Dimension, 2E-91 Albert Street, Win-
nipeg, Manitoba, R3B 1G5, or by phone at 204-
957-1519 or oll-ree: 1-800-737-7051.

CCPA Monitor: a monthly journal sent free to 
all members, and published by the Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives, Canada’s leading 
organization for articulating progressive, posi-
tive social policy reform. Ever constructive and 
independent. Contact them at CCPA National 
Office, Suite 500, 251 Bank Street, Ottawa ON, 
K2P 1X3; tel: 613-563-1341; fax: 613-233-1458; 
email: ccpa@policyalternatives.ca.

Our Times: Canada’s independent labour maga-
zine and read by most labour organizations and 
other supporters of working people. Check its 
website at www.ourtimes.ca.

The Dominion: a monthly paper published by 
an incipient network of independent journalists 
in Canada. It aims to provide accurate, critical 
coverage that is accountable to its readers and 
the subjects it tackles. Taking its name from 
Canada’s official status as both a colony and a 
colonial force, the Dominion examines politics, 
culture and daily life with a view to understand-
ing the exercise of power. It can be purchased at 
Bolen Books, Victoria, Camas Books & Infoshop, 
Victoria, Dark Horse Books, Victoria, and Mun-
ro’s Bookstore Ltd, Victoria.Or suscribe and Re-
ceive an email notice when a new issue is online:
Visit http://www.dominionpaper.ca/ to view the 
paper and to subscribe.

Turn Left: Official magazine of the NDP socialist 
caucus, is published for each federal and Ontario 
provincial convention. It is written and edited and 
by SC supporters but also includes articles by 
and interviews with progressive activists from 
outside the NDP as well. Download the paper at 
www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

ALTERNATIVE WEBSITES

www.alternet.org--A US website featuring alter-
native articles on US and world politics, an online 

magazine and information source.

www.avaaz.org/en/global--By confronting such 
threats as global warming together, Avaaz hopes 
to build a more just, tolelrant and vibrant world.

www.counterpunch.org--An American website 
with a left-wing viewpoint.

http://dominionpaper.ca--A Canadian ezine 
covering national and international stories that 
mainstream sources maynot cover.

www.globalproblematique.net--is an invitation 
to participate in a carefully conceived sustain-
ability-oriented process. The story is organized 
as a linear flow. First it explains why and how we 
address the World Problematique in this fashion. 
Then, it branches out into four distinct, interactive 
threads. For more information go to the website.

www.lowerislandnews.com is a democratic 
socialist tabloid newspaper published in Victoria, 
BC, four  or five times a year.

http://newsdaily.ca--CanadaNewsdaily.ca is 
a good (and bad) news service with a refresh-
ingly non-corporate view of the news, from local 
to global stories, with features, opinion, analysis-
-all for free, including classfied ads. Newsdaily 
covers Canadian and world news, plus a focused 
look at British Columbia, Victoria, and the Islands.

www.ndpsocialists.ca/Issues.html

mai-not@globalproblematique.net--Originally 
set up to discuss the implications the Multilateral 
Agreement on on Investments, this website and 
related email list now discuss world-wide devel-
opments of concern to left wing readers.

http://pacificfreepress.com

www.pejnews.com--Peace, Earth & Justice 
News, a free email and web service, provides 
news, opinion and analysis of peace, environ-
ment (earth) and justice issues. Stay informed 
with postings often days, weeks and months 
ahead of the mainstream media, and often never 
covered in the mass market. PEJ News is pro-
duced entirely by volunteers, and is a project of 
the non-profit Prometheus Institute based in Vic-
toria, Canada.

www.policyalternatives.ca--The Canadian 
Centre for Policy Alternatives’ webpage offers 
research reports, books amd opinion pieces on 
isues of social and economic justice.

www.rabble.ca--A cheeky site offering original 
stories, feature articles and columns from some 
of the progresssive voices in Canada.

http://socialcoast.org

http://socialenvironmentalalliance.word-
press.com

www.straightgoods.ca--A watchdog working 
for Canadian consumers and citizens.

www.thetyee.ca--BC news and views from a 
non-corporate perspective.

www.truthout.org--US website with Real news.

www.victoriacarshare.ca--If you don’t want to 
own a car, but still need to drive one sometimes, 
then this website may be for you.

www.vivelecanada.ca--The mission of Vive 
le Canada is to protect and improve Canadian 
sovereignties and democracy through education, 
dialogue, and advocacy, especially using exist-
ing and emerging communications tools. We 
believe that the direction of this country should 
be set by its citizens, rather than by corporations 
or corporate trade bodies/trade agreements, the 
United States, or a small number of Canadian 
corporate elites.

www.wsws.org--The World Socialist Web Site 
is the Internet centre of the International Commit-
tee of the Fourth International (ICFI). It provides 
analysis of major world events, comments on 
political, cultural, historical and philosophical is-
sues, and valuable documents and studies from 
the heritage of the socialist movement.
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